This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 
to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 
to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 
are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  marginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 
publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 

We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  from  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attribution  The  Google  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liability  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.  Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at  http  :  //books  .  google  .  com/| 


MARRIAGES. 

BIRTHS, 

DEATHS. 

REMARKS. 

IJonrriES, 

1849 

1843 

1842 

1843 

1842 

1843 

1 

luffolk, 

768 

784 

101 

91 

2006 

2343 

It  is  manifest  from  tb 

^ex, 

683 

742 

1242 

1724 

1220 

1421 

Table,  that  the  Retur 

fiddlesex, 

1037 

1022 

992 

im 

1549 

1598 

cannot  be  relied  up< 

Vorcester, 

900 

835 

1275 

1543 

1287 

1369 

as  showing  the  corre 
number  oi  births,  ma 

[ampehire, 

239 

256, 

619 

535 

377 

518 

riaees  or  deaths.  T 
real  number  of  deall 

lampden, 
^ranklin. 

358 

299 

252 

268 

295 

357 

177 

176 

454 

354 

353 

358 

does  not,  of  course,  e 

lerkshire, 

157 

121 

548 

344 

450 

387 

ceed  that  of  births 

A                                                               *1 

Norfolk, 
(rifitol, 

370 
415 

407 
497 

645 
984 

445 

576 

510 
431 

682 
360 

any  county  ;  nor  is  tJ 
sterility  of  any  coun 
so  frigntful    as  m\g 

Plymouth, 

297 

356 

70Cy 

923 

453 

643 

appear  from  the  Na 

tarnstable, 

216 

223 

689 

454 

371 

397 

tucket  return  of  184 

)uke'8  Co. 

23 

30 

64 

101 

58 

5(> 

There  is,  however, 
perceptible  improv 
mcnt  m  the  Returns 
1843. 

'Nantucket, 

102 

59 

0 

462 

184 

195 

5742 

5807 

8471 

8750 

9544 

10,684 

ncrease  of 
returns  in 

9544 

1140 

more  deaths  returne 

1843  over 

8471 

in  1843  than  in  184 

dose  of  the 
previous 

4 

279 

more  births  returned  in  1843  tha 

year. 

N 

5742 

more  r 

narriage 

in  1842 
s  return 

65 

ed  in  1843  than  in  1842. 

Annual  report  on  the  vital 
statistics  of  Massachusetts, . 


Massachusetts.  Secretary  of 
the  commonwealth 


THE  OIFT  OF 


.TS.oJl'^^ 


5ioCw\ 


;ed  by 


Google 


(o    I    /\ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


REGISTRY  AND  RETURNS 


OF 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS 


m 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


Digitized  by 


Googlg 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


^  — r— -r 


FIRST  '^-      _  :, :: 

ANNUAL  REPORT  /^  j  o  a 


or  m 


SJBCBETABY  OF  THE   COMMONWEALTH 

TO  THE 

LEGISLATURE  : 
UNDER    THE  ACT  OF  MABCH,  1842,  RELATING  TO  THE 

REGISTRY  AND  RETURNS 

OP 

BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS 

in 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

FUnVAKT,  IMS. 


Soston: 

DUTTON  AND  WENTWORTH.  PRINYEUS  TO  THE  STATE. 

1843. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


eomniotitiif situ  of  iia««««c]^tt«f  tt«. 


Secretary's  Office,  February  27,  1843. 

To  the  President  of  the  Senate^ 

and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

The  following  Report  and  Tables  have  been  prepared,  and 
are  now  presented  to  the  Legislature,  in  obedience  to  the  Act  of 
the  3d  of  March,  1842. 

The  authority  conferred  by  the  last  clause  of  that  Act,  wiU, 
I  trust,  be  deemed  a  full  apology  for  my  having  examined,  at 
considerable  length,  the  entire  subject  of  Registration,  and  the 
wants  of  the  public,  and  the  defects  of  existing  laws  in  regard 
to  both  Records  and  Returns.  I  am  deeply  impressed  with  the 
importaace  of  this  matter,  and  have  endeavored,  therefore,  to 
present  my  views  in  such  manner  as  to  give  them  a  full  and 
fair  opportunity  to  be  examined  and  considered  by  those  who 
can  act  with  efficiency  thereon  as  legislators. 

Most  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  BOLLES, 

r      j        -.  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 
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The  Act  of  March  3,  1842  (c.  95.)  requires  the  clerks  of  the 
several  towns  and  cities  in  the  Commonwealth,  under  penalty 
of  $10,  in  the  month  of  May,  in  each  year,  to  transmit  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  a  certified  copy  of  their  Record 
of  the  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths  of  all  persons  within  their 
respective  towns  and  cities,  which  may  come  to  their  knowledge^ 
stating  the  number  of  births  and  marriages,  and  the  number  of 
deaths,  with  the  name,  sex,  age,  (and,  if  an  aduU  male,  the 
occupation,)  of  the  deceased ;  and  the  names  of  the  diseases 
of  which  all  persons  have  died,  or  are  supposed  to  have  died ; 
together  with  the  cause  or  causes  of  the  death  of  all  such 
deceased  persons,  so  far  as  they  may  be  able  to  obtain  a  know- 
ledge of  the  same  from  physicians  or  others. 

The  same  act  makes  it  the  Secretary's  duty  "to  furnish 
blank  forms  of  return,  and  suitable  instructions  and  explana- 
tions ;  to  receive  said  returns  ;  to  prepare  therefrom  such 
tabular  results  as  will  render  them  of  practical  utility,"  and 
make  report  thereof  annually  to  the  Legislature;  and  "gene- 
rally, to  do  whatever  may  be  required  to  carry  into  effect  the 
objects  of  this  act,  and  of  the  several  provisions  of  the  Revised 
Statutes  not  inconsistent  therewith.'^ 

In  obedience  to  the  requirements  of  said  law,  the  late  Secre- 
tary of  the  Commonwealth  prepared  a  blank  form  of  return, 
and  a  letter  of  instruction,  which  were  forwarded  in  April 
1842  to  the  clerk  of  every  town  and  city  in  Massachusetts, 
which  form  and  circular  were  as  follows  : 
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BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS.  8 

2.  The  Letter  of  Instructions : 

"  The  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  herewith  transmits  a 
copy  of  an  act  passed  at  the  recent  Session  of  the  Legislature, 
and  a  blank  form  of  return  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  its 
provisions. 

"  The  objects  of  the  act  are  presumed  to  be,  in  substance,  to 
call  the  attention  of  towns  to  the  importance  of  ample  and 
accurate  records  in  reference  to  the  increase,  longevity  and 
health  of  their  population,  and  to  secure  such  returns,  concern- 
ing the  same,  to  the  government  of  the  State,  as  shall  furnish 
means  for  useful  comparisons  and  suggestions,  and  tend  to  the 
promotion  of  science.  It  can  hardly  be  expected  that  the  re- 
cords in  all  the  towns  have,  hitherto,  been  kept  in  such  a 
manner  as  shall  enable  the  clerks  to  comply,  at  the  present 
time,  with  every  requirement  of  the  Act  ]  and  allowance  for  in- 
completeness of  returns  will  be  made  accordingly.  In  cases, 
however,  where  the  records  are  thus  inadequate  to  furnishing 
the  desired  information,  the  secretary  will  esteem  it  a  great 
&yor  if  the  clerks  will  endeavor  to  obtain  it  from  other  sources, 
in  order  that  the  answers  to  the  questions  in  the  blank  may  be 
as  full  as  circumstances  will  conveniently  permit.  It  is  of 
course  expected  that  the  records  of  the  towns  will,  from  this 
time,  be  kept  with  such  reference  to  the  act,  that  a  compliance 
with  its  provisions  will,  ia  future  years,  be  comparatively  con- 
venient and  easy. 

^*  The  act,  upon  first  inspection,  would  seem  to  require  a  for- 
mal and  literal  copy  of  the  record?,  distinct  from  the  more  par- 
ticular statement  referred  to  in  the  second  clause  of  the  first 
section.  The  secretary,  however,  feels  authorized  to  say  to  the 
clerks  of  the  towns  and  cities,  that  the  blank,  when  properly 
filled,  and  signed  by  the  clerk,  as  being  '  true,  according  to  the 
best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,'  will  be  deemed  a  sufficient 
copy  of  the  record  within  it^  meaning  of  the  law.  It  is  re  < 
spectfuUy  requested  that  the  blank,  so  filled  and  signed,  may 
be  returned  to  this  office  punctually  within  the  time  prescribed 
by  the  act. 

"  Secretary's  Office,  Boston,  April  20,  1842." 

Here  tbllowed  a  copy  of  the  act  of  1842. 
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It  will  be  perceived  that  the  secretary  fixed  on  the  1st  of 
May,  as  the  commencement  of  the  annual  return ;  and  the 
terms  of  the  act,  though  quite  vague,  seem  to  justify  this  selec- 
tion of  time.  But  it  will  be  shown  that  inconvenience  arises, 
and  must  arise,  from  requiring  the  returns  to  begin  at  that  pe- 
riod.    Of  this  I  will  speak  again  more  fully. 

It  will  be  seen,  also,  that  Mr.  Bigelow,  in  preparing  his  letter 
of  instructions,  felt  obliged  to  inform  the  town  clerks  that  they 
need  not  give  a  literal  construction  to  that  clause  of  the  act  re- 
quiring them  to  transmit  "  a  certified  copy  of  their  record." 
This  loose  construction  of  the  terms  of  the  law,  adopted  by  the 
secretary,  and  rendered  so  unavoidable  by  the  fact  that  the  laws 
of  Massachusetts  prescribe  no  simple  and  uniform  mode  of  reg- 
istration in  the  several  towns,  cannot  fail  to  impress  the  Legis- 
lature with  the  expediency  of  providing,  if  the  act  of  1842  is 
perpetuated,  such  a  system  of  registry  as  will  enable  towns  to 
comply  with  the  requisitions  of  the  statute. 

It  may  not  be  improper  for  me  to  collect  the  various  provi- 
sions of  the  Revised  Statutes  which  relate  to  this  subject,  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  h*w  imperfectly  town  clerks  are  fur- 
nished by  law  with  the  means  of  obeying  the  act  of  1842. 

1.  In  regard  to  births.  The  Revised  Statutes,  (c.  15,  ^^  46 
and  47,)  direct  the  town  clerk  to  keep  a  record  of  the  births 
of  all  persons  within  his  town,  and  coming  to  his  knowledge, 
specifying  the  day  of  each  birth,  and  the  parents'  names,  if 
known. 

They  also  direct  parents  to  give  notice  to  the  clerks  of  their 
towns,  of  all  the  births  of  their  children,  and  every  householder 
to  give  like  notice  of  every  birth  happening  in  his  house ;  and 
the  keepers  of  almshouses,  workhouses,  houses  of  correction, 
prisons  and  hospitals,  and  the  masters  of  ships  to  give  like  no- 
tiee  of  births  occurring  under  their  charge.  This  notice  may 
be  given  at  any  time  within  six  months  after  the  birth  occurs. 
The  parent,  or  other  person,  failing  to  give  the  notice,  forfeits  to 
the  use  of  the  town  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  dollars  (i.  e.,  of 
course,  if  any  person  sees  fit,  for  the  town's  benefit,  to  bring 
the  offender  to  punishment).  No  form  of  record  or  of  return  is 
prescribed.  • 
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2.  Deaths.  The  same  sections  apply  to  deaths  as  well  as 
to  births,  and  in  like  manner :  with  the  additional  provision 
that  *'  the  eldest  person  next  of  kin  "  shall  give  notice  of  the 
death  of  his  kindred. 

This  is  the  whole  body  of  law  on  the  subject.  Nothing  is 
required  to  be  communicated  by  any  informant  to  the  town 
clerk,  respecting  the  sex,  age,  occupation,  cause  of  death,  or 
any  other  matter  which,  by  the  act  of  '42,  the  returns  are  re- 
quired to  contain  and  set  forth ;  and  there  is.  no  legal  right  on 
his  part  to  make  the  needful  inquiry. 

3.  As  to  marriages.  The  legal  provisions  on  the  subject  of 
recording  marriages  are  contained  in  a  few  sections  of  the  75th 
chap,  of  the  Rev.  Stat.   (^^  17,  18,  23.) 

These  sections  make  it  the  duty  of  every  person  who  sol- 
emnizes a  marriage,  to  keep  a  record  of  all  marriages  by  him 
solemnized,  and  make  an  annual  return  to  the  town  clerk 
of  the  town  wherein  he  resides,  of  all  such  marriages ;  said 
certificate  giving  the  names  of  the  parties  married,  their 
places  of  residence^  the  time  when^  and  the  town  in  which,  such 
marriages  were  solemnized.  If  the  parties  do  not  belong  to,  or 
reside  in  the  town  where  the  person  who  joins  them  in  wedlock 
resides,  he  must,  within  30  days,  return  a  like  certificate  to  the 
clerk  of  the  town  in  which  one  or  both  of  the  married  persons 
reside.  The  penalty  of  failing  to  comply  with  this  requirement, 
is  ''  not  less  than  $20  nor  more  than  $100;  one  half  to  the  use 
of  the  county,  and  the  other  half  to  the  prosecutor." 

The  marriages  so  certified  to  the  clerk,  he  is  required  "  forth- 
with "  to  record  "in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose;"  and 
of  this  record  the  Statute  of  '42  now  requires  him  to  send  a 
certified  copy  to  the  secretary,  in  May  every  year. 

So  loose  and  inexact  are  the  rules  of  law  concerning  the  reg- 
istration of  marriages,  births  and  deaths  in  this  Commonwealth. 
Can  it  be  thought  surprising  that  such  laws  are,  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, a  mere  dead  letter  1  I  shall  have  occasion  to  show,  by 
reference  to  the  returns  made  to  this  office,  that,  in  a  large 
proportion  of  the  towns,  the  law,  in  whole,  or  in  some  material 
part,  is  disregarded.  The  act  of  last  year  may  be  considered  the 
first  decided  expression  of  the  will  of  the  Legislature  to  give 
increased  vitality  and  efficiency  of  the  registration  laws. 
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Of  the  UTILIT7  OF  THOROUGH  REGISTRATION,  no  inteUigent  per- 
son can  well  entertain  a  doubt.  The  existence  of  our  own 
laws,  (defective  though  they  be,)  for  a  long  series  of  years, 
shows  what  has  been  the  opinion  of  our  own  legislators  upon 
this  subject.  The  legislation  of  various  foreign  nations,  still 
more  strikingly,  exhibits  the  general  conviction  of  lawgivers 
all  over  Christendom,  that  such  a  system  of  municipal  regula- 
tions is  of  great  importance.  And  it  may  be  both  interesting 
and  instructive  to  bestow  some  degree  of  attention  upon  these 
specimens  of  European  legislation. 

In  1833,  just  ten  years  ago,  the  House  of  Commons  of  the 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  took  into  serious  consideration  the 
subject  of  parochial  registration.  A  lar^e  committee  was  ap- 
pointed on  the  28th  March  of  that  year,  "  to  consider  and  re- 
port on  the  general  state  of  parochial  registries,  and  the  laws 
relating  to  them  :  and  on  a  general  registration  of  births,  bap- 
tisms, marriages,  deaths  and  burials,  in  England  and  Wales," 
"  with  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers  and  records."  This 
committee,  after  holding  a  large  number  of  meetings,  examin- 
ing many  intelligent  witnesses,  and  extending  their  inquiries  to 
the  systems  of  various  continental  European  governments, 
made  an  elaborate  report  in  August,  1833,  recommending  a 
thorough  reform  of  the  old  English  laws  of  registration.  This 
able  document,  with  the  minutes  of  the  evidence  collected  by 
the  committee,  and  the  valuable  documents  thereto  appended, 
I  have  examined  with  much  care  and  with  great  satisfaction ; 
— not  only  because  it  is  of  practical  value,  but  also  because 
it  exhibits  an  enlightened,  humane  and  christian  spirit,  such  as 
too  seldom  appears  in  the  documents  of  any  European  legisla- 
tive body. 

The  result  of  this  commission  was  the  enactment,  in  August, 
1836,  of  the  act  (of  6th  and  7th  William  IV.  c.  86,)  entitled 
^'  An  Act  for  Registering  Births,  Deaths  and  Marriages  in  Eng- 
land," which  went  into  operation  June  30,  1837. 

This  act  established  a  *'  general  register  office"  in  London, 
to  which  office  returns  were  to  be  made  quarter-yearly,  from  a 
series  of  Districts  into  which  England  was  therefor  divided ; 
the  forms  of  return,  which  are  also  the  forms  of  the  registers 
themselves,  being  prescribed  as  follows,  viz.  : 
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1.    OP  BIRTHS. 


18 —     Births  in  the  District  of - 


-,  in  the  county*  of  • 


I 


I  Jan.  7, 


9  >* 

is 


James 


boy. 


1„'B  . 

3  B  V  ■" 

III 

z    £ 


WmGreen, 


Rebecca 

Green, 

formerly 

Jennings. 


ill 


Carpentr 


WmGreen, 
Father, 

Carpenter, 

17,  North 

street, 

Maryleb'ne 


Jan.  9, 


OQ      » 


IB 


JohnCoz 
RegisU. 


2.    OF  DEATHS. 


18 .     Deaths  in.  the  District  of  - 


-,  in  the  county  of - 


< 


B^ 


S  C1.-0  S 


4)^ 


«1 


3.    OP  MARRIAGES. 


18 . 

Marriages  solemnized  at  - 

,  in  the  county  of 

• 

i 

it 

11 

^ 

1 

the  time  of 
Marriage. 

Father's 
name  and 
Surname. 

Rank  or 

Profession  of 

Father. 

I 

• 

This  Marriage  ) 
was  solemnized  > ' 
between  us,        ) 


in  presence 
of  us. 
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A  glance  at  these  fonns  is  enough  to  show  that,  if  the  regis- 
ters .of  the  districts  are,  by  law,  enabled  to  make  them  com- 
plete, they  must  furnish  a  vast  amount  of  valuable  facts,  and 
in  a  trustworthy  form.  And  the  law  is  indeed  conformable  to 
the  necessity  of  the  case.  Every  registrar  is  kept  fully  supplied 
with  the  needful  books  and  papers,  which  are  prepared  in  a 
uniform  manner  for  registration,  at  the  registry  general,  and 
regularly  transmitted  to  every  district.  Iron  boxes  are  also 
supplied,  in  all  cases,  for  their  safe-keeping.  Notice  of  every 
birth,  marriage  and  death,  must  be  given,  within  a  short  period 
after  their  occurrence,  to  the  registrar  of  the  district,  and  be  by 
him  recorded,  and  a  certified  copy  of  the  record  transmitted, 
every  quarter,  to  the  general  oflBlce.  The  compensation  of  the 
registrars  is  proportionate  to  the  extent  of  their  record,  and  ap- 
propriate penalties  are  attached  to  all  infractions  of  the  law,  a 
portion  of  the  penalty  always  going  to  the  prosecutor ;  so  that 
a  variety  of  motives  are  made  to  produce  kindred  results,  in 
giving  elSicacy  to  the  system. 

I  have  thought  that  it  might  be  useful  to  give  considerable 
portions  of  this  act,  at  full  length,  in  an  Appendix  (A)  to  this 
report.  They  will  show  how  carefully  the  law  provides  that 
no  birth  or  death  shall  occur  in  any  part  of  England,  or  in  any 
English  ship  that  sails  the  ocean,  unobserved  or  unrecorded, 
and  that  the  cause  of  every  such  death  shall  be  made  known, 
and  become  a  part  of  the  public  archives. 

Under  the  provisions  of  these  laws,  several  annual  reports 
have  been  made  by  the  registrar  general,  of  the  operation  and 
results  of  the  new  system,  which  demonstrate  very  clearly  that 
the  system  is  practicable,  and  that  beneficial  effects  cannot  fail 
to  attend  its  establishment. 

The  first  of  these  reports  was  made  May  18,  1839,  and  was 
accompanied  by  tables,  and  other  documents,  presenting  much 
useful  statistical  knowledge,  in  a  convenient  and  intelligible 
form.  It  has,  in  subsequent  years,  been  followed  by  three  other 
similar  reports, — increasing,  from  year  to  year,  in  fulness,  ac- 
curacy and  utility, — all  of  them  illustrating  the  fact,  that  such 
a  system,  though  it  may  at  first  appear  difilcult  and  onerous, 
becomes  in  a  short  time  popular,  and  of  easy  administration. 
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The  sTstem  of  French  REeisTRATioN  is  even  more  full  and 
perfect  than  the  English ;  and  is  indeed  one  of  the  most  admi- 
rable specimens  of  that  grand  system  of  laws  which  owes  its 
origin  to  the  genius  of  Bonaparte,  and  which,  under  the  name 
of  the  Code  Napoleon^  will  give  to  his  reputation  a  lustre  more 
enduring  than  that  bestowed  by  all  his  military  achievements.*' 

By  the  French  regulations  it  is  required  that,  within  three 
days  after  every  birth,  the  child  shall  be  produced  in  presence 
of  the  registrar,  its  identity  proved,  and  the  record  then  made ; 
that  no  burial  shall  take  place  without  a  written  authority  from 
the  registrar,  and  after  record  made,  on  the  testimony  of  the 
two  nearest  relatives  or  friends  of  the  deceased,  of  his  name, 
age,  profession  and  abode ;  the  day,  hour,  and  place  of  death ; 
the  names  of  his  wife,  and  of  his  parents,  and  the  place  of  his 
birth.  The  marriage  regulations  are  equally  minute  and  rigor- 
ous. 

Of  all  these  records,  duplicates  are  kept,  and  duplicate 
indexes  annually  prepared ;  and  every  year  one  of  these  du- 
plicates is  transmitted  to  the  central  authority,  while  the  other 
is  retained  in  the  commune  or  parish. 

This  French  system,  seemingly  so  vexatious  and  burdensome, 
is  in  perfect  operation  not  only  in  the  40,000  communes  of 
France,  but  in  Geneva,  and  in  those  portions  of  Prussia  and 
Belgium,  which  came  within  the  jurisdiction  of  France,  when 
the  "  Code  "  went  into  operation  ;  although,  in  these  last-men- 
tioned countries,  attempts  have  been  vainly  made  to  throw  off 
that  system,  since  they  regained  their  independence.  Some  of 
the  testimony  collected  by  the  English  committee,  in  regard  to 
the  precision  and  value  of  the  French  registrations,  is  of  great 
interest.  Dr.  Bowring,  MonsT  Adolphe  duetel^t,  of  the  Brus- 
sels Observatory,  and  John  Finlaison,  Esq.,  Actuary  of  the  Na- 
tional Debt  Office, — furnished  that  committee  much  information, 
worthy  of  general  diffusion,  upon  this  continental  system.  I 
have,  therefore,  made  liberal  quotations  from  their  testimony, 
which  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. — (B.) 

In  Spain,  the  registration  is,  in  some  respects,  fuller  than  in 

*  Lxs  Cnrq^GoDXs;  Lx  Cods  Ciyil,  Lhr.  I.  Titie  IL    ^'DuMu  dit  PIM 

CkUr  $$  34-101. 
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France.  Thus,  for  example,  the  marriage  registries  set  forth 
the  native  places  of  the  parties,  and  the  names  of  their  parents ; 
and,  in  the  baptismal  registration,  mention  is  made  of  the  native 
places  of  both  parents,  and  of  the  names  and  birth-places  of 
the  paternal  grand-parents ;  and  each  register  has  its  alphabeti- 
cal index. 

In  Atistria,  all  births  must,  under  heavy  penalties,  be  notified 
to  the  registrar,  by  the  midwife,  or  accoucheur,  and  the  mother's 
maiden  name  is  inserted.  So,  also,  in  case  of  deaths,  the  date, 
the  age,  and  the  malady,  or  cause  of  death,  are  specified,  and 
the  corpse  is  inspected,  or  a  certificate  of  the  disease,  &c.  is  re- 
quired of  the  medical  attendant  {For  the  farms  of  registrcOum 
in  these  several  countries^  see  Appendix,  B,) 

Such,  in  brief,  arc  the  modes  which  have  been  adopted  in  va- 
rious countries,  to  procure  and  authenticate,  for  future  use,  full 
evidence  of  those  three  great  classes  of  facts, — birth, — mar- 
riage,— death, — which  influence,  to  so  vast  a  degree,  the  wel- 
fare of  man  the  individual,  and  of  men  in  society.  Thus,  every- 
where, does  the  voice  of  legislation,  declare  that  these  vital 
statistics  are  of  vital  importance. 

I  cannot,  without  doing  this  subject  injustice,  avoid  some 
further  illustration  of  the  practical  benefits  which  may  result 
from  a  thorough  system  of  registration  and  returns,  such  as  the 
law  of  1842  seems  to  contemplate. 

In  all  questions  of  law  requiring  evidence  as  to  age,  legiti- 
macy, relationship,  settlement,  or  other  facts  connected  with 
pedigree,  the  need  of  authentic  registration  of  birth,  death  and 
marriage,  is  constantly  felt. 

Take  an  example  of  some  political  moment : 

The  right  of  a  representative  to  his  seat  in  our  General  Court, 
is  disputed.  He  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  one  vote.  One  of 
the  persons  voting  for  him  was  an  old  man,  who  had  not 
been  assessed  for  several  years ;  but  who  claims  the  right  of 
.  suffrage,  because,  he  says,  he  is  70  years  old  and  upwards. 
His  age,  therefore,  is  a  fact  of  essential  importance,  and  its  decis- 
ion may  determine  the  political  character  of  the  State  govern- 
ment. Without  a  registry,  the  question  cannot  be  answered 
without  great  difficulty.  With  a  registry  it  is  put  at  rest  at 
once  and  beyond  all  controversy. 
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Look  at  another  case  of  a  purely  legal  character,  and  of  fre- 
quent occurrence.  The  owner  of  a  large  estate  dies  without 
will,  leaving  no  immediate  relatives,  and  the  estate  reverts  to 
the  descendants  of  some  remote  common  ancestor,  if  they  can 
be  found.  Various  claimants  arise,  and  it  becomes  necessary 
to  clear  up  the  family  pedigree,  in  all  its  branches,  for  a  hun- 
dred years.  Without  a  registry,  the  task  is  almost  hopeless ; 
but  with  it,  all  becomes  easy,  clear,  and  certain. 

Another  instance  of  a  different  description  may  be  added. 
Some  young  housekeeper,  or  some  old  man,  wishing,  by  an  in- 
surance upon  his  life,  or  by  purchase  of  an  annuity,  to  secure  to 
his  wife  and  children  a  subsistence,  in  case  of  his  own  death, 
applies  for  a  policy  to  the  Life  Office.  In  computing  the  risk, 
and  fixing  the  rate  of  premium,  his  age  is  a  material  element. 
How  shall  it  be  ascertained?  In  such  case,  the  registry  alone, 
can  be,  with  safety,  relied  upon.  This  is  no  improbable  case. 
Mr.  Finlaison,  the  Actuary  before  named,  thus  testified  in  1833  : 
— "  Another  evil,  perhaps,  resulting  from  the  want  of  such  a 
system  of  registry  is,  that  we,  in  the  National  Debt  Offibe,  have 
no  check  on  the  alleged  ages  of  the  nominees,  on  whose  lives 
annuities  are  daily  purchased. — ^If  there  was  a  general  system 
of  registry,  it  would  be  our  duty,  before  granting  a  life  annuity, 
to  remit  to  the  proper  officer  the  statement  of  age,  in  order  to 
have  it  checked.  Two  or  three  years  ago,  a  very  great  specu- 
lation took  place  at  the  Stock  Exchange  on  old  men's  lives. 
A  vast  number  of  annuities  were,  all  of  a  sudden,  bought,  on 
the  lives  of  people  in  extreme  old  age.  In  this  case,  where  the 
temptation  to  exaggerate  the  age  is  very  great,  it  is  obvious 
that  it  would  have  been  highly  desirable  that  the  officers  of 
government  should  have  had  the  means  of  referring  to  a  gene* 
ral  register."* 

I  cannot  leave  this  matter  of  life  assurance  without  further 
remarks.  The  calculation  of  all  questions  of  value  or  of  risk, 
depending  on  the  chances  of  human  life,  is  based  upon  the 
tables  of  mortality;  that  is,  upon  the  observations  which,  for  a 
long  series  of  years,  and  over  large  territories,  and  immense 
masses  of  men,  have  been  made,  by  registrations  or  otherwise, 

•  Report  of  the  Parliaaientajy  Committee,  p.  59. 
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and  from  which  the  average  chances  of  life  and  death  have 
been  deduced  by  rigid  mathematical  calcmlation.  The  extent 
of  such  observations  and  their  accuracy  will,  of  course,  mate- 
rially affect  the  result  of  the  calculation.  In  regard  to  any  one 
locality  like  Massachusetts,  or  like  England,  an  exact  regis- 
tration perpetuated  for  many  years,  would  furnish  the  basis  of 
a  calculation  as  precise  and  infallible  as  any  that  is  now  applied 
to  the  movements  of  the  heavenly  bodies.  It  is  equally  true 
that  calculations  based  on  observations  elsewhere  made,  must, 
when  applied  to  Massachusetts,  become,  to  some  degree,  imcer- 
tain.  From  this  uncertainty  in  computing  life  risks  would, 
of  course,  follow  a  rate  of  charging  on  policies  needlessly  high, 
if  not  exorbitant ;  and,  in  this  manner,  the  amount  of  assurance 
would  be,  and  probably  is,  greatly  diminished.  I  will  again 
quote  Mr.  Finlaison,  in  order  to  illustrate  my  own  meaning. 

''  I  beg  to  inform  the  committee,"  said  he,  "  that  the  evils 
which  result  from  the  want  of  a  correct  system  of  registry  of 
births  and  deaths,  are  very  great.  The  non-existence  of  such 
a  registry  renders  it  impossible,  (although  on  many  occasions  it 
particularly  concerns  the  public  interests)  to  determine  what  may 
be  the  law  of  mortality  now  actually  prevailing  among  the  work- 
ing classes  in  this  empire,  either  generally  or  locally.  At  this 
very  moment,  for  instance,  an  act  of  parliament  has  passed  for 
permitting  the  industrious  poor,  through  the  agency  of  savings 
banks,  to  provide  life  annuities  for  themselves  in  old  age,  and  it 
is  my  duty  to  prepare  and  submit  to  the  lords  of  the  treasury  tables 
of  the  rates  of  contributions  to  be  demanded  from  the  parties  of 
each  sex,  and  for  every  age.  Now,  as  I  am  unable  to  determine 
the  rate  of  mortality  to  which  the  industrious  poor  are  peculiarly 
subject,  I  am  obliged  to  set  down  rates  which  I  am  convinced  are 
more  than  the  parties  ought  to  pay,  viz. :  the  rates  which  should 
be  demanded  from  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  England,  if  they 
were  supposed  to  piurchase  similar  annuities.  I  cannot,  there- 
fore, but  consider  it  a  hardship  that  the  benevolent  purposes  of 
parliament  in  framing  this  law,  cannot  be  accomplished  to  the 
full  extent,  because  no  actuary,  while  the  law  of  mortality  re- 
mains unknown,  can  assign  the  lowest  rate  of  contribution  that 
could  be  exacted.  By  the  system  of  registry  which  is  now 
pursued  in  France  and  Flandors,  it  is  very  easy  to  make  obser- 
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▼atimis  for  detarmining  the  rates  applicable  to  the  purpose  in 
question.^' 

Shoald  life  insarance  become  more  frequent  in  Massachusetts^ 
as  it  ought,  and  as  it  will,  wheneyer  the  present  monopoly  of 
that  business  is  broken  up,  or  whenever  mutual  life  offices 
are  established,  the  benefit  of  a  perfect  registration  will  be  more 
generally  felt,  and  its  necessity  be  universally  admitted. 

As  it  now  is,  the  common  course  of  business,  almost  every, 
day,  presents  some  case  requiring  an  examination,  by  the  tables 
of  mortality,  of  the  value  of  life  interests  in  estates,  such  as 
DowBR,  &c.,  wherein  the  importance  of  a  just  and  exact  system 
of  registration  is  brought  distinctly  to  view.  Every  lawyer  is 
aware  that  such  instances  are  by  no  means  of  unfrequent  oc** 
eurr^sice.     (See  Appendix,  C.) 

Nor  is  this  matter  invested  with  a  mere  business  value.  It  is 
becoming  closely  associated  with  the  best  science  and  the  purest 
benevolence  of  the  age,  and  humanity  is  finding  her  ablest  ally 
in  statistical  inquiry  and  statistical  tables. 

I  find  in  the  Appendix  to  the  First  Annual  Report  of  the  Reg- 
istrar General  of  England,  a  communication  from  William 
Farr,  Esq.,  which  contains  some  remarks  pertinent  to  this  point. 
Having  been  requested  to  prepare  abstracts  of  the  recorded 
causes  of  some  141,607  deaths,  he  thus  replies : 

'^  The  registration  of  births  and  deaths  proves  the  connexion 
of  families,  facilitates  the  legal  distribution  of  property,  and 
answers  several  other  purposes  which  sufficiently  establish  its 
utility ;  but  in  the  performance  of  the  duty  with  which  you 
hare  been  pleased  to  intrust  me,  I  have  to  examine  the  registra- 
tion under  a  different  point  of  view,  and  with  different  objects, 
which  will  perhaps  ultimately  prove  of  not  less  importance. 
The  deaths  and  causes  of  death  are  scientific  facts  which  ad- 
mit of  numerical  analysis,  and  science  has  nothing  to  offer  more 
inviting  in  speculation  than  the  laws  of  vitality,  the  variations 
of  these  laws  in  the  two  sexes  at  different  ages,  and  the  influ- 
ence of  civilization,  occupation,  locality,  seasons  and  other  phy- 
sical agencies,  either  in  generating  diseases  and  inducing  death, 
or  in  improving  the  public  health. 

<<  One  of  the  many  obvious  applications  of  the  facts,  will  be 
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to  the  promotion  of  practical  medicine.  The  extent  to  which 
epidemics  vary  in  different  localities,  seasons  and  classes  of  so- 
ciety, will  be  indicated  by  the  registered  diseases.  The  modi- 
fications in  the  character  of  diseases,  and  in  the  medical  treat- 
ment, are  indicated  perhaps  more  accurately  by  the  prevailing 
epidemics  than  by  either  the  temperature,  the  hygrometricity, 
or  any  other  appreciable  condition  of  the  atmosphere ;  and  it 
was  Sydenham's  doctrine,  that  the  treatment  of  acute  diseases 
should  have  a  reference  not  only  to  the  immediate  symptoms 
and  to  the  seasons,  but  also  to  the  epidemic  constitutions  of  the 
year  and  place.  A  national  system  of  registration  can  alone 
indicate  the  characters  of  the  diseases  of  every  district,  and  de- 
termine how  far  the  practice  taught  in  the  schools,  or  illustrated 
in  crowded  hospitals,  and  in  the  unhealthy  parts  of  the  metrop- 
olis, among  the  destitute  poor,  may  require  modification  among 
other  classes  of  society  and  in  other  localities. 

'^  The  registration  of  the  diseases  of  the  several  districts  will 
furnish  medical  men  with  a  series  of  valuable  remedial  agents. 
It  will  designate  the  localities  where  disease  is  most  rife,  and 
where  there  is  the  least  tendency  to  particular  classes  of  sick- 
ness and  infirmity.  In  recommending  a  residence  to  patients, 
the  physician  will  find  the  registered  causes  of  death  an  indis- 
pensible  directory. 

'<  The  registration  of  the  causes  of  death,  besides  contributing 
to  practical  medicine,  will  give  greater  precision  to  the  princi- 
ples of  physic.  Any  improvement  in  the  treatment  of  disease, 
and  any  addition  to  medical  science,  will  tend  ultimately  to 
the  diminution  of  human  suffering ;  but  the  registration  of  the 
causes  of  death  is  calculated  to  exercise  a  still  more  direct  influ- 
ence upon  public  health.  Diseases  are  more  easily  prevented 
than  cured,  and  the  first  step  to  their  prevention  is  the  discov- 
ery of  their  exciting  causes.  The  registry  will  show  the  agency 
of  these  causes  by  numerical  facts  and  measure  the  intensity 
of  their  influence,  and  prove  that,  while  a  part  of  the  sickness 
is  inevitable,  and  a  part  only  can  be  expected  to  disappear 
before  progressive  social  amelioration,  a  considerable  propor- 
tion of  the  sickness  and  deaths  may  be  suppressed  by  the  gene- 
ral adoption  of  hygienic  measures  which  are  in  actual  but  par- 
tial operation." 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS.  15 

Mr.  Farr  expresses  the  belief  that  the  annual  number  of 
deaths  in  England  may,  in  this  manner,  be  reduced  by  30,000, 
a  result  which  would  more  than  recompense  all  the  labor  and 
expense  that  ever  has  been,  or  ever  will  be,  devoted  to  the 
establishment  of  a  system  of  registration.  Whether  or  not  he 
be  correct  in  his  estimate,  it  is  beyond  doubt,  that  the  medical 
profession  and  medical  science  would  gain  much  from  a  tho- 
rough registration,  and  that,  through  them,  the  public  at  large 
would  derive  unspeakable  benefit. 

Returning  now  to  the  laws  of  Massachusetts,  and  to  the 
results  of  the  act  of  1842, 1  would  further  state  that  returns 
have  been  received  from  a  very  large  number  of  cities  and 
towns,  and  that,  on  the  whole,  these  returns,  though  exceed- 
ingly imperfect,  are  as  full  and  exact  as  could  be  expected 
under  existing  laws,  and  on  a  first  demand.  Many  of  the 
clerks  promise  more  perfect  returns  for  the  future.  Several  of 
them  urge  the  importance  of  registration  and  return.  Only 
two  speak  imfavorably  of  the  measure.  I  have  copied  the 
entire  letter  which  accompanied  the  return  from  the  town  of 
Plympton  in  Plymouth  county,  as  an  act  of  justice  to  Mr.  Brad- 
ford, the  town  clerk,  and  as  a  specimen  of  what  might  be  done 
in  all  other  towns.     (Appendix,  D.) 

The  following  table  contains  the  names  of  towns  which  have 
failed  to  make  returns,  and  have  thus  incurred  the  penalty 
named  in  the  act,  viz.  : 

Essex  County. 
Essex,  Haverhill  and  Newbury,  ...  3 

MmDLESEX. 

Bedford,  Dunstable,  Framingham,  Somerville,  Stow,     .  6 

Worcester. 
Dudley  and  Spencer,        .  .  .  .  .2 

Hampshire. 
Norwich,  Ware,  .....  2 
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Hampden. 
Granville,  Southwick,  Tolland,   ....  3 

Franklin. 
Coleraine,  Heath,  Northfield,       ....  3 

Bebkshisb. 
Adams,  Cheshire,  Hancock,  Sheffield,  Windsor,  West 
Stockbridge,      ......  6 

Norfolk. 
Canton,  Milton,  Randolph,  Walpole,       ...  4 

Bristol. 
Freetown,  New  Bedford,  Somerset,  3 

Plymouth. 
South  Bridgewater,  Plymouth,    ....  2 

Barnstable. 
Barnstable,  Brewster,      .....  2 

36 

In  all,  35  towns,  comprising  a  population,  according  to  the 
U.  S.  census  of  1840,  of  76,664,  have  disregarded  the  law. 

The  fact  that  so  many  clerks  have  failed  to  make  return, 
seems  to  indicate  that  the  $10  penalty  needs  to  be  enlarged. 
Indeed,  one  clerk,  at  the  foot  of  an  imperfect  return,  very 
frankly  says,  ''  I  shall  pay  the  fine,  if  exacted ;  it  would  cost 
me  $10  to  collect  the  information." 

Two  hundred  and  seventy-two  towns,  with  a  population  of 
about  700,000,  have  made  some  sort  of  return ;  but  a  single 
glance  at  those  returns  will  show  how  miserably  imperfect  the 
records  are,  and  must  be,  until  our  present  laws  are  enforced 
and  improved.  The  following  are  the  totals  of  marriages, 
births  and  deaths,  contained  in  the  returns : 
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Marriages,   5742  ^ 

Births,  8471  >  Excess  of  deaths  over  births,  1073 ! 

Deaths,        9544  ) 

This  statement  presents  the  extraordinary  result  of  a  number 
of  deaths  greatly  exceeding  the  births,  aud  would  lead  to  the 
ridiculous  conclusion  that  the  State  is  being  rapidly  depopula- 
ted. The  only  correct  conclusion,  however,  is,  that  the  regis- 
ters are  very  imperfect,  and  the  law  disregarded. 

The  first  of  the  tables  (Table  I.)  appended  hereto  exhibits 
the  entire  number  of  births,  deaths  and  marriages,  contained 
in  the  returns  of  all  the  towns,  arranged  in  counties,  and  con- 
nected with  the  population  of  each,  as  given  in  the  U.  S.  Census 
of  1840.  [The  State  Census  of  1840  is  too  imperfect  to  be  re- 
lied on.]  At  the  right  of  the  table  appear  occasional  remarks, 
extracted-  from  the  returns  themselves.  These  remarks  point 
out  some  of  the  defects  of  the  law.  The  time  for  making  the 
return  (May)  is  said  to  be  inconvenient.  The  return  of  mar- 
riages solemnized  in  April  is  not  made  by  clergymen  till  the 
following  year.  In  many  places  the  town-meetings  are  held  in 
March ;  new  clerks  come  in,  and  old  ones  go  out,  just  before 
the  annual  return  is  to  be  made  up.*  In  Boston,  the  return  is 
made  up  to  January  instead  of  May.  As  six  months  are  al- 
lowed for  the  record  of  births,  the  returns  do  not,  in  any  case, 
exhibit  the  births  of  the  current  year.  In  many  instances 
whole  families  are  recorded  at  once.  Many  births  (e.  g.  still- 
born and  illegitimate)  are  not  known  by,  or  reported  to,  the 
clerks.  Where  the  parties  belong  to  diflferent  counties,  their 
marriage  is  sometimes  recorded  in  both ;  apd  where  they  go  out 
of  the  Commonwealth  for  the  ceremony,  no  record  is  any  where 
made  of  the  marriage.  Clergymen  neglect  to  report  marriages,f 
and  physicians  neglect  or  refuse  to  report  births,  diseases,  &c.^ 
In  Ipswich,  with  a  population  of  over  3000,  there  have  been 
but  22  births  recorded  for  nearly  forty  years.  The  return  from 
Salem,  amongst  a  population  of  more  than  16,000,  gives  not  a 

*  See  return  fix>m  Gnnby,  (Appendix  E.) 

t    "        "         "     Abdover,  (  ib.  ) 

3 
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single  birth.  The  fact  that  there  were  146  couples  married 
last  year  in  that  city,  is  perhaps  some  indication  that  the  next 
return  will  be  less  barren.  The  city  of  Boston  gives  but  19 
births,  though  Chelsea  returns  more  than  four  times  that  num- 
ber. 

In  view  of  facts  like  these,  all  observers  will  heartily  echo  the 
declaration  of  the  clerk  of  Sutton,  that  "  Returns  must  be  in- 
correct, till  there  is  some  means  of  enforcing  the  law." 

At  the  conclusion  of  Table  I.,  the  **  Recapitulation  ''  will  ex- 
hibit the  comparative  fidelity  of  the  citizens  in  complying  with 
the  law  of  registration.  The  county  of  Middlesex  gives  the 
largest  return  of  marriages  (1037)  ;  the  county  of  Worcester, 
the  largest  number  of  births  (1276)  ;  and  the  county  of  Suffolk 
the  largest  number  of  deaths  (2006). 

The  2d  table  [Table  II.]  hereto  appended,  exhibits,  under 
their  various  ages,  the  numbers  of  adult  males  of  different  oc- 
cupations, whose  deaths  are  recorded  as  having  occurred  dur- 
ing the  year  1841-2.  At  the  right  of  the  table  is  a  column, 
which  shows  the  comparative  longevity  of  the  various  occupa- 
tions, taking  the  numbers  returned  as  the  basis  of  the  reckon- 
ing. This  column  is  constructed  by  regarding  all  the  individ- 
uals between  the  ages  of  40  and  60  as  being  45  years  of  age, 
(and  all  the  other  columns  in  like  manner,)  obtaining  the  ag- 
gregate of  ages  against  each  occupation,  and  dividing  by  the 
number  of  individuals.  Very  few  of  the  estimates  are  based  on 
returns  suflBiciently  correct  and  full,  to  give  more  than  an  ap- 
proximation towards  the  exact  truth ;  but,  in  the  case  of  the 
more  numerous  occupations,  such  as  carpenter,  laborer,  mariner, 
yeoman,  &c.,  the  approximation  is  tolerably  near  the  truth.  By 
adding  together  the  returns  of  a  series  of  years,  a  good  degree 
of  accuracy,  even  in  the  other  trades,  &c.,  would  be  finally 
^attained. 

This  calculation,  applied  to  the  whole  number  of  adult  males, 
gives  to  this  class  of  our  fellow-citizens  in  Massachusetts,  an 
approximate  average  age  of  nearly  55  years.  The  leading 
classes  of  occupation,  with  their  approximate  average  longevity, 
stand  thus,  viz : 
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Occopatioiis. 

No.  of  deaths. 

Avenge  age. 

Blacksmiths,    - 

34        - 

57 

Traders,  - 

34 

45* 

Carpenters, 

96 

62 

Cordvainers,  - 

-      104 

46 

Laborers! 

-       193 

49 

Mariners, 

-      176 

39 

Yeomen, 

-      660 

66 

There  seems  to  be  no  good  reason  why  the  statement  of  oc- 
cupation should  be  limited  to  males,  or  to  adult  males.  The 
number  of  females  and  of  minors  .is  not  small,  whose  deaths 
may  furnish  light  to  the  careful  inquirer  concerning  the  influ- 
ence of  occupation  and  modes  of  life  upon  health  and  longevity. 

The  3d  table  (Table  III.)  hereto  appended,  exhibits  the  num- 
ber of  deaths  in  each  town  and  county,  during  each  month  in 
the  year  '41-2,  showing  also  the  proportion  of  deaths  at  differ- 
ent ages,  and  in  the  different  sexes. 

The  whole  number  of  females  was  4576  >  Total  of  both  sexes,  8887 
«        «  «       "males,      «   4311  !  Sex  not  stated,  657 

Excess  of  females,  265;  Total,  .  .    9544 

The  whole  number  of  deaths  under  1(3  years  old  is  3367  or 
more  than  one-third  of  the  entire  number.  The  usual  propor- 
tion is  about  one-half.  The  return  from  Suffolk,  which  is  more 
exact  than  any  other,  in  fact  gives  1063  under  10,  which  is 
more  than  half  of  (2006)  the  whole  number.  If  we  add  the 
column  of  '*  ages  not  stated  "  to  that  of  "  under  ten  "  (where 
probably  most  of  them  belong,)  we  have  3903,  which  ap- 
proaches more  nearly  the  common  estimate. 

In  every  county  except  Barnstable,  the  number  of  female 
deaths  exceeds  the  males ;  and  this  exception  is  owing  to  ex- 
traordinary casualties  in  the  gale  of  October,  1841.  Comparing 
the  remote  counties  with  those  containing  the  large  cities  and 
towns,  there  is  a  noticeable  difference  in  the  proportions  of  deaths 
among  the  two  sexes. 

*  Yet  how  many  young  men  are  yearly  preferring  that  occupation,  which 
thus  cuts  off  12  years  from  their  average  of  life. 
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Thus  Suffolk     gives  982  males  and  883  females. 

"     Bristol        "  192      "        "  208       " 

"     Middlesex  "  703      "        "  746       " 

"     Worcester  "  598      "        "  628 


<( 


Totals  nearly  equal  2476       "        "    2465 


But  Hampshire 
"    Hampden 
**     Berkshire 

gives 

C( 

CI 

166 
121 
175 

201 
163 
234 

*'    Franklin 

il 

166 

180 

Totals, 

- 

608 

768 
608 

Excess  of  females, 

- 

- 

160 

which  is  nearly  one-seventh. 

This  table  exhibits  the  comparative  mortality  of  diflferent  sea- 
sons of  the  year,  and  of  different  sections  of  the  Commonwealth. 

In  regard  to  the  diiSerent  seasons,  the  following  facts  appear. 

1st.  The  greatest  number  of  deaths  occurred  in  October  and 
the  smallest  in  July,  viz  : 

October,  994,  July,  626, 

the  difference  being  more  than  one-third. 

2d.  Deaths  in  the  Spring    months,  .  .  ^^'^^  I  Aatr 

"       ''    "  Summer      "  .  .  2439  i 

''    "  Autumn      "  .  24D7  ^  .^.^^ 

''       "    "  Winter        ''  .  .  2388^ 


Difference  in  favor  of  Spring  and  Summer,  178 

The  difference  between  Winter  and  Spring  on  the  one  side, 
and  Summer  and  Autumn  on  the  other,  in  favor  of  the  two 
former,  is  280. 

Tables  IV.  and  V.  exhibit  the  diseases  and  causes  of  death, 
accurately  classified  and  arranged  by  months  and  by  counties, 
and  will  thus  show  both  where  and  when  the  mortality  has 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS.  21 

been  greatest.  Much  di£SicuIty  has  been  felt,  in  preparing  these 
Tables,  in  consequence  of  the  loose  and  dissimilar  terms  of  de- 
scription used  in  the  returns.  A  page  of  synonyms  connected 
with  one  of  these  Tables,  will,  in  some  degree,  illustrate  the 
extent  of  this  embarrassment ;  and  some  remarks  of  Dr.  A.  A. 
Gould,  (whose  assistance  I  have  found  exceedingly  useful,  and 
indeed  I  may  say  indispensable,)  will  further  explain  this  matter. 

He  says : 

**  Among  many  other  sources  of  difficulty,  may  be  mentioned  the 
great  diversity  in  the  nomenclature.  Reference  to  the  list  of  terms  re- 
g^ed  as  synon3rmou8,  will  illustrate  this  difficulty.  More  uniformity 
might  be  observed  in  this  respect.  About  one  eighth  of  all  the  causes 
of  death  are  *  not  stated,'  not  because  the  majority  were  as  I  con- 
ceive unknown — ^but  because  no  pains  were  taken  to  furnish  the  names. 
In  the  return  of  one  town,  in  which  there  were  some  fiAy  deaths,  they 
were  nearly  all  placed  under  three  diseases." 

Great  carelessness  appears  in  stating  the  ages  of  children  in 
the  table  of  deaths — although  accuracy  on  this  point  is  exceed- 
ingly desirable.  The  number  of  children  who  die  under  the 
age  of  ten  years,  is  awfully  large, — and  nothing  can  be  more 
desirable  than  to  gather  every  fact  within  reach,  which  may  be 
likely  to  reveal  the  causes  of  such  mortality,  and  furnish  the 
means  of  reducing  it.  I  hope  that  this  matter  may  be  more 
carefully  attended  to  in  the  next  year's  returns. 

Where  "drowned"  and  ** poisoned"  are  mentioned  as  the 
causes  of  death,  it  is  not  stated  in  the  returns  whether  the  deaths 
were  accidental  or  suicidal. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


22  BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS. 

The  following  short  table  exhibits  some  facts  with  regard  to 
the  sexes,  which  are  both  curious  and  important. 


Under  consumption  is  exhibited  the  great  excess  of  females 
over  males  who  die  of  that  disease.  Under  old  age,  it  is  to  be 
remarked,  how  many  more  females  than  males  outlive  three- 
score and  ten.  Indeed,  here  is  exhibited  what  holds  good 
nearly  throughout  the  whole  table  of  diseases,  to  wit:  that  in 
early  life  mortality  is  greatest  among  females;  but  if  females 
pass  beyond  forty-five,  their  chance  for  prolonged  life*  exceeds 
that  of  males. 

The  disparity  of  the  sexes  in  the  number  of  deaths  by  in- 
temperance, is  very  extraordinary;  out  of  76  deaths  thus  occa- 
sioned, only  8  are  females. 

Upon  the  subject  of  returns,  I  will  here  quote  from  a  very 
interesting  letter  of  Dr.  Gould,  a  few  suggestions  which  seem 
worthy  of  attention.     He  says: 

"  There  are  many  reasons  why  the  returns  are  desirable  in  a  medi- 
cal point  of  view.  Many  interesting  points  in  the  history  of  disease, 
yet  remain  unsettled,  and  can  only  be  determined  by  statistical  tables 
carefully  constructed.  Among  them  are,  the  average  age  of  man,  and 
the  rate  of  mortality  at  the  decennial  periods  of  life.  On  such  data 
must  be  based  the  principles  of  life  insurance,  annuities,  &c.  I  may 
name,  also,  the  comparative  salubrity  of  different  regions,  of  the  differ- 
ent seasons,  and  the  prevalent  diseases  of  pailicular  regions. 

'*  There  are  also  several  diseases  of  great  interest,  on  which  the  cause 
of  humanity  requires  that  light  should  be  drawn  from  every  possible 
source.  Puerperal  fever  is  one  of  them  ;  a  disease  so  terrible  and  so 
fatal, — and  yet  one  which,  there  is  reason  to  believe,  may  be  materially 
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abated.  It  remaios  to  be  fully  proved  whether  it  be  contagious  or  not ; 
if  it  proves  to  be  contagious,  as  the  candid  admissions  of  honest  ob« 
servers  seem  to  indicate,  the  present  practice  of  many  physicians  and 
nurses  must  be  altogether  changed.  In  order  to  effect  this  object  and 
others  by  means  of  the  returns,  it  is  desirable,  that,  in  the  nomenclature, 
a  careful  distinction  should  be  made  between  those  who  die  from  puer- 
peral fever  proper^  and  those  who  die  from  other  accidents  of  childbed. 

'*  Of  all  diseases  desolating  New  England,  consumption  takes  the 
lead ;  and  considering  what  has  beei|  already  done  in  the  history  and 
diagnosis  of  this  disease,  there  is  great  encouragement  to  attempt  much 
more.  But  care  should  be  taken  h^re,  also,  to  include  under  that  name 
nothing  but  tubercular  phthisis.  This  disease  is  rarely  found  to  affect 
youth  or  persons  after  fif\y  ;  and  yet  we  find  a  large  proportion  on  the 
present  returns  entered  at  the  extremes  of  age.  This  occurs  in  con- 
sequence of  including  aged  persons,  who  have  been  long  declining, 
under  consumption ;  whereas  they  would  properly  come  under  old 
age.  Others  should  be  included  among  infantile.  Under  the  heads  of 
debility^  decay ^  decline  and  marasmus^  some  probably  belong  to  con- 
sumption and  others  to  old  age. 

"  The  returns  from  the  maritime  towns  exhibit  a  large  number  *  lost 
at  sea,'  which  are  included  under  *  drowned.'  This  shows  the  im- 
portance of  extending  registration  to  our  shipping  as  well  as  to  our 
towns  and  cities." 

A  letter  from  J.  I.  Bowditch,  Esq.,  of  the  American  Academy, 
may  be  quoted,  by  way  of  further  illustration  of  this  most  in- 
teresting subje  ct. 

"  Boston,  Feb.  1842. 

**Deah  Sir, — ^Dr.  Wigglesworth,  in  1789,  from  returns  made  to  the 
American  Academy  by  individuals  from  towns  scattered  along  the  sea- 
coast,  from  Nantucket  to  Portland,  and  from  towns  in  the  counties  of 
Middlesex,  Worcester  and  Hampshire,  and  several  other  places,  formed 
tables  giving  the  expectation  of  life,  &c.  The  tables  are  used  gener- 
ally in  Massachusetts,  and  were  adopted  by  the  supreme  courts  in  10th 
Massachusetts  Reports. 

'^  It  seems  to  me  very  desirable  that  a  more  extended  basis  should  be 
obtained  ;  the  measures  adopted  by  our  state  government  last  year,^ 
were  certainly  wise,  and  highly  to  be  commended. 

**The  whole  number  of   deaths  recorded  by  Dr.   Wigglesworth, 
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amounted  to  only  4893 ;  yet  with  this  small  number  as  the  radix  of 
calculation,  he  was  enabled  to  deduce  valuable  results. 

'*  When  we  consider  the  amount  of  property  which,  in  the  course  of 
years,  may  be  distributed  according  to  the  rates  of  the  present  tables,  it 
does  seem  very  important  that  every  means  should  be  used  to  test  their 
accuracy. 

*'  The  English  tables,  you  will  perceive,  are  made  out  with  great  mi- 
nuteness,— and  I  would  call  your  attention  particularly  to  the  propriety 
of  recording  the  deaths  under  fivQ  years,  as  follows  : — 

under  1  month, 

1  month  and  under  2  months, 

2  months  and  under  3  months, 

3  months  and  under  4  months, 

and  so  on  to  12  months. 


Then  :- 


under  1  year, 

1  year  and  under  2  years, 

2  years  and  under  3  years, 

3  years  and  under  4  years, 

4  years  and  under  5  years. 


And  so  on,  as  far  as  you  can  without  making  your  report  too  bulky. 

^^  For  the  cause  of  science  you  run  no  risk  in  going  into  detail.  From 
birth  until  20  years,  the  figures  usually  show  great  irregularity,  and  for 
this  reason,  I  should  wish  to  have  the  tables  formed  as  above.  If  the 
authorities  in  the  different  towns  could  be  compelled  to  give  their  at- 
tention to  returns,  more  accuracy  would  be  obtained. 

*'  Although  the  first  reports  may  not  be  all  that  are  desirable,  and 
great  fault  may  be  found  with  them,  yet  I  hope  that  you  will  use  your 
influence  to  have  them  continued,  trusting  that  in  time  the  diiSiculties 
will  be  surmounted,  and  that  results  will  be  obtained  which  will  do  hon- 
or to  the  State. 

"  Very  respectfully, 

"  J.  I.  BOWDITCH.*' 
J.  A.  BoLLEs,  Esq.,  ) 

Secretary  of  State.  ) 
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A  brief  sketch  of  the  history  of  the  act  of  March  Sd,  1842, 
will  shed  some  Ifurther  light  on  the  benefits  which  wise  and 
good  men  expect  from  a  thorough  system  of  registration,  and 
will  confirm  the  views  herein^before  expressed. 

In  February,  1841,  the  American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sci- 
ences, in  Boston,  appointed  a  committee,  consisting  of  Hon. 
John  Pickering  and  several  other  gentlemen,  whose  names  are 
familiar  in  the  records  of  science  and  of  enlightened  philan- 
thropy, in  behalf  of  the  Academy,  to  memorialize  the  General 
Court  upon  the  subject  of  registration.  That  committee  pre- 
pared and  presented  a  petition,  which  places  the  merits  of  this 
whole  question  in  a  manner  so  forcible,  yet  brief,  that  I  cannot 
forbear  inserting  it  in  toiidem  verbis. 

The  Memorial  of  the  undersigned,  a  committee  of  the  American 
Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences  in  Boston,  in  behalf  of  said  Academy, 
respectfully  shows  : 

That  your  memorialists,  with  a  view  to  the  interests  of  science,  as 
well  as  of  humanity,  and  the  public  heal^  and  morals,  ask  leave  to  call 
the  attention  of  your  honorable  body  to  the  expediency  of  providing, 
by  law,  for  a  more  exact  and  efficient  system  of*  registering  the  deaths, 
births  and  marriages,  within  this  Commonwealth ;  it  having  been  found, 
by  long  experience,  that  the  legal  provisions  already  made  are  wholly 
insufficient  to  cany  into  effect  the  wise  intentions  of  the  Legislature. 

hi  a  measure  of  public  policy,  which  has  already  been  sanctioned  by 
the  Legislature,  though  with  little  practical  effisct,  for  a  long  series  of 
years,  it  may  seem  to  be  superfiuoos  to  enter  into  a  formal  course  of 
reasoning  to  prove  its  importance  ;  yet  it  may  not  be  altogedier  without 
use  to  advert  to  some  of  the  practical  considerations,  which  must  doubt^ 
less  have  an  influence  on  the  question  of  adopting  such  further  legal 
provisions  as  may  be  necessary  to  effiect  the  purposes  intended  by  the 
eidsting  laws. 

Among  these  considerations,  that  of  affording  more  efiectual  means 
of  promoting  the  public  health,  by  ascertaining  the  causes  of  disease, 
deservedly  holds  the  first  place.  Many  of  the  causes  of  disease,  as 
they  affect  different  communities,  engaged  in  a  great  variety  of  occupa* 
tions,  can  be  ascertained  only  by  observations  <m  an  extensive  scale,  far 
beyond  the  reach  of  individifld  research ;  and  an  accurate  return  of 
deaths,  from  the  different  parts  of  the  State,  for  a  series  of  yean,  woald 
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greatly  aid  in  tbe  investigation  of  these  causes.  As  an  exemplification 
of  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  is  asserted  that  the  relative  prevalence  of 
the  disease  of  consumption  is  much  greater  in  some  places  than  in 
others ;  this  prevalence  is  supposed  by  some  to  be  counteracted,  in  a 
great  degree,  by  that  of  certain  other  diseases ;  and  the  ascertaining  of 
the  truth  in  this  case,  would  probably  afford  the  means  of  lessening  the 
number  of  those  who  would  fall  victims  to  this  disease. 

To  the  paramount  considerations  founded  on  the  benefits  which  would 
result  to  the  public  health  and  morals,  and  the  general  advancement  of 
science,  more  especially  in  the  all-important  department  of  political 
economy,  as  applicable  to  our  own  State,  may  be  added  others  of 
scarcely  inferior  practical  importance. 

Among  these,  it  may  be  observed  that  sbch  an  exact  registration 
would  afford  the  best  means  of  determining,  in  a  satisfactory  manner, 
numberless  questions  of  consanguinity,  involving  the  legitimacy  or  ille- 
gitimacy of  parties,  and  their  rights  of  property,  which  are  continually 
occurring  in  our  courts  of  justice,  as  well  between  individuals  as  be- 
tween the  municipal  corporations  of  this  Commonwealth. 

It  is  also  a  well-known  fact,  that  the  present  tables  of  mortality ,  by 
which  the  expectation  of  human  life  is  now  calculated,  in  legal  and 
other  proceedings  for  tbe  various  purposes  of  annuities,  of  life  estates 
in  the  various  species  of  property,  are  extremely  defective,  and  conse- 
quently too  uncertain  to  be  relied  upon.  Now  an  exact  registration  of 
the  deaths,  for  a  series  of  years,  would  furnish  sufficient  data  for  the 
construction  of  accurate  tables,  and  when  the  vast  amount  of  property 
depending  on  the  accurate  value,  or  expectation  of  human  life,  is  duly 
considered,  the  high  importance  of  such  tables  will  be  justly  estimated. 

Every  married  woman  in  the  State  has  her  right  of  dower,  or  life 
estate,  in  the  red  estate  of  her  husband ;  and  every  married  man  (with 
very  limited  exceptions,)  has  an  interest  fpr  life  in  the  real  estate  of  his 
wife.  When  such  life  estates  are  transferred,  especially  under  compul- 
sory  process  of  law,  it  becomes  highly  necessary,  for  tbe  purposes  of 
justice,  that  the  most  ample  means  should  be  provided  for  making  a 
correct  estimate  of  property,  both  as  respects  tbe  party  holding  the  es- 
tate, and  the  party  to  whom  it  is  so  transferred,  as  well  as  those  who 
may  be  entitled  to  the  reversionary  interest  in  such  property.  The 
same  reasoning  would  be  applicable  to  cases  of  estimating  land  held  for 
life,  which  should  be  required  by  the  public  authorities  for  highways, 
or  other  public  uses,  or  by  towns  or  olliei'  corporations,  for  the  like 
i>^ieets. 
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It  often  happens,  also,  that  charitable  iastitntions  in  this  Commoii* 
wealth  derive  their  funds  from  the  bounty  of  philanthropic  individualsii 
who  frequently  bequeath  large  amounts  of  property  to  such  institutions* 
encumbered  with  the  payment  of  annuities  to  certain  individuals  during 
their  Utos  ;  but  for  want  of  correct  data,  such  annuities  cannot  now  be 
properly  calculated.  Now,  by  having  exact  tables,  which  can  be  obtain- 
ed only  by  a  long  course  of  observatioos,  and  under  some  uniform  sys* 
tem,  sanctioned  by  legislative  authority,  all  questi<»is  of  the  kinds 
above  mentioned  would  be  readily  determined,  and  without  the  risk  of 
doing  injustice  to  any  party  interested. 

Your  memorialists  would  add,  that  the  proposed  system  of  registrar 
tion,  considered  as  a  matter  of  political  science,  with  particular  refer- 
ence to  our  own  Commonwealth,  as  an  integral  portion  of  the  United 
States,  loses  none  of  its  importance,  when  we  take  into  view  the  facili* 
ties  which  it  will  afibrd  for  ascertaining  the  ratio  or  law  by  which  the 
native  population  increases  from  year  to  year,  (as  distinguished  from 
the  increase  by  emigration  from  other  countries,)  and  for  enabling  us 
more  justly  to  estimate  the  great  interests,  and  the  resources  and  means 
of  the  Commonwealth,  in  their  rolations  to  the  public  welfare  of  our 
common  country. 

Your  memorialists,  therefore,  respectfully  request  tiiat  such  measures 
may  be  adopted  in  the  premises,  as  your  honorable  body,  in  its  wisdom, 
ehall  deem  the  public  interest  to  require. 

During  the  same  month  a  similar  petition  was  prepared  by 
order  and  in  behalf  of  the  counsellors  of  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  Society,  and  presented  to  the  Legislature.  Prom  this 
petition  I  make  the  following  extracts : — 

The  interests  of  humanity  and  science,  as  well  as  those  of  morals 
and  the  public  health,  would  be  essentially  promoted  by  an  efficient 
registration  and  return  of  deaths,  births  and  marriages  in  all  the  towns 
of  this  Commonwealth.  The  law  now  requires  a  record  of  births  and 
marriages ;  but  the  provision  is  not  such,  your  memorialists  are  in- 
formed, as  to  secure  any  general  or  adequate  attention  being  paid  to  it. 
No  public  record  of  deaths  is  made,  except  in  a  very  few  places.  And 
no  provision  is  made  for  any  return  of  such  records  as  are  kept,  so  that 
their  results  may  be  rendered  available  for  the  purposes  of  general 
utility. 

The  census  of  successive  periods  shows  a  rapid  rate  of  increase  of 
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our  population^— exhibiting  the  remarkaMe  fact,  that  the  number  of  pej- 
aons  now  living  in  this  country  is  greater  than  that  of  all  who  have  ever 
died  in  it  since  the  first  settlement  of  the  country  by  Europeans.  But  in 
what  degree  this  increase  is  the  effect  of  causes  naturally  existing  among 
us,  or  how  far  it  is  produced  by  immigration,  there  are  at  present  no 
means  of  knowing.  This,  and  many  other  questions  of  great  impor* 
tance  in  political  economy  and  other  branches  of  science,  may  be  ascei^ 
tained  by  an  accurate  comparison  of  the  births  and  deaths  with  the  ex- 
isting popslation.  The  influence  of  the  different  employments  and 
states  of  society  on  the  public  morals  and  the  general  welfare  would  be 
exhibited,  and  thus  the  means  may  be  obtained  of  judging  to  what  ex- 
tent each  should  be  fostered  and  encouraged. 

But  it  is  on  account  of  its  importance  in  promoting  the  public 
health,  that  your  memorialists,  as  physicians,  attach  the  strongest  inter- 
est to  this  noeasure.  Many  of  the  causes  of  disease,  as  they  affect  dif- 
ferent communities,  engaged  in  a  great  variety  of  occupations,  can  only 
be  ascertained  by  observations  on  an  extensive  scale,  far  beyond  the 
reach  of  individual  research.  An  accurate  return  of  deaths  from  the 
different  sections  of  the  State,  for  a  series  of  years,  would  greatiy  aid 
in  the  investigation  of  these  causes,  and  would  doubtiess  do  much  to- 
wards enabling  us  to  find  means  for  the  removal  of  some  of  them.  For 
example,  the  relative  prevalence  of  consumption  is  much  greater  in 
some  places  than  in  others ;  and  there  are  those  who  believe  that  its 
prevalence  is  in  a  great  degree  counteracted  by  that  of  certain  other 
diseases.  A  full  establishment  of  the  truth  in  regard  to  this  opinion,  as 
it  might  be  established  by  such  returns  as  we  propose,  might  do  some- 
thing at  least  to  diminish  the  mortality  of  a  disease,  which  now  cuts  off 
so  many  at  the  most  interesting  and  useful  period  of  life. 

These  petitions  were  referred  to  a  Joint  Special  Committee 
of  the  two  Houses,  at  so  late  a  period  of  the  session,  as  to  ren- 
der deliberate  legislation  at  that  time  impossible,  on  which  ac- 
count, the  committee,  in  their  report,  recommended  that  the 
subject  be  postponed  to  the  next  General  Court,  with  the  decia* 
ration,  however,  that  "  the  committee  fully  concur  with  the 
memorialists  in  their  opinion  as  to  the  beneficial  effects  that 
would  result  from  an  efficient  and  thorough  system  of  public 
registration;"  and  saying  further  that  '' they  hope  the  day  is 
not  far  distant  when  a  law  that  shall  cover  the  whole  gronnd 
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taken  in  the  memorials,  will  receive  the  sanction  of  the  Legis- 
lature." 

Upon  this  Report,  the  subject  was  postponed  to  the  session  of 
January,  1842, 

In  February,  1842,  a  Special  Joint  Committee,  to  whom  these 
memorials  were  referred,  reported  a  bill  entitled  "  An  Act  relat- 
ing to  the  Registry  of  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths,"  (Senate 
Documents,  No.  70,)  in  the  terms  following,  viz : 

Sbc.  1.  The  selectmen  of  the  sereral  towns,  and  the  mayor  and 
aldermen  of  cities  in  this  Commonwealth,  shall  annually,  in  the  month 
of  April,  in  each  year,  appoint  a  suitable  person  or  persons  to  superin* 
tend  the  burials  and  burial-grounds  in  their  respective  towns  and  cities, 
said  superintendents  to  hold  their  offices  till  others  may  he  appointed ; 
and  in  case  of  the  death  or  removal  of  a  superintendent,  a  new  appoint- 
ment may  be  made  at  any  time  during  the  year. 

Sbc  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  superintendents  to  give  notice 
in  writing,  to  the  town  or  city  clerks  of  their  lespectire  towns  or  cities, 
within  one  week  from  the  first  day  of  said  April,  in  each  year,  of  all 
the  burials  which  they  may  have  severally  superintended  during  the 
preceding  year,  stating  the  name,  sex,  age,  (and  if  an  adult  male,  the 
occupation,)  and  the  disease  or  other  cause  of  such  deceased  person^s 
death ,  said  superintendents  to  receive  such  compensation  for  the  above 
services  as  said  towns  and  cities  may  allow  :  and  any  superintendent 
who  shall  neglect  to  give  said  notice  shall  be  subject  to  a  penalty  of 
five  dollars  for  each  offence,  to  be  recovered  by  an  action  on  the  case, 
or  by  complaint  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  to  be  brought  by  any 
person  who  shall  know  of  such  neglect. 

Sbc.  3.  No  deceased  person  shall  be  buried  in  any  other  place  than 
a  public  or  town  burial-ground,  until  such  a  notice  as  is  prescribed  in 
the  preceding  section  shall  have  been  given  either  to  the  town  or  city 
clerk,  or  to  some  superintendent  of  the  town  or  city  where  said  burial 
is  to  take  place,  and  any  person  who  shall  bury  or  cause  to  be  buried 
any  deceased  person,  until  such  notice  has  been  given  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  subject  to  a  penalty  of  five  dollars,  to  be  recovered  as  in  the 
preceding  section. 

Sbc.  4.  In  case  notice  shall  not  be  given  to  the  clerk  of  any  town 
or  city,  as  now  required  by  law,  of  any  birth,  death  or  marriage,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  such  clerk  to  make  a  record  of  such  birth,  death 
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or  marriage,  upon  such  information  as  he  may  be  able,  upon  due  in- 
quiry, to  obtain. 

Sec.  5.  Every  person  who  shall  neglect,  for  the  space  of  thirty 
days,  to  give  notice  of  a  birth  or  death,  as  required  in  the  forty-seventh 
section  of  the  fifleenth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statues,  shall  forfeit  the 
sum  of  five  dollars,  to  be  collected  and  appropriated  as  provided  in  the 
second  section  of  this  act. 

Sec.  G.  The  said  town  and  city  clerks  shall,  in  the  month  of  April 
annuall^Pbiake  returns  to  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  of  all 
the  births,  deaths  and  marriages,  which  may  have  come  to  their  knowl- 
edge, and  which  shall  have  been  recorded  in  their  books  respectively 
during  the  year  preceding  the  first  day  of  said  ,  which  return 

shall  be  a  certified  copy  of  such  record  ;  and  any  town  or  city  clerk 
who  shall  neglect  to  make  such  return  in  manner  aforesaid,  shall  be 
liable  to  a  penalty  of  five  dollars,  to  be  collected  and  appropriated  as 
provided  in  the  second  section  of  this  act. 

Sec  7.  The  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  prepare  and 
furnish  to  the  clerks  of  the  several  towns  and  cities  in  this  Common- 
wealth, blank  forms  of  returns,  as  herein-before  specified,  and  shall 
accompany  the  same  with  such  instructions  and  explanations  as  may  be 
necessary  and  useful ;  and  he  shall  receive  said  returns,  and  prepare 
therefrom  such  tabular  results  as  will  render  them  of  practical  utility, — 
and  shall  make  report  thereof  annually  to  the  Legislature,  and  gener- 
ally shall  do  whatever  may  be  required,  to  carry  into  effect  the  objects 
of  this  act,  and  of  the  several  provisions  of  the  Revised  Statutes  not 
inconsistent  with  this  act. 

Sec  8.  The  said  several  towns  and  cities  shall  pay  .to  said  superin- 
tendents and  clerks,  such  sums  for  compensation  for  the  services 
required  by  this  act,  as  they  may  think  proper  and  just,  and  such  com- 
pensation shall  be  paid  out  of  the  moneys  of  the  several  towns  and 
cities  respectively. 

Sec  9.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts,  inconsistent  with  this  act,  are 
hereby  repealed. 

This  bill  did  not  become  a  law ;  but  its  2d,  6th  and  7th  sec- 
tions were  condensed  into  two  sections,  and  on  the  third  of 
March,  1842,  they  were  enacted,  and  in  this  form  were  approv- 
ed, constituting  the  96th  chapter  of  the  acts  of  that  session, — 
under  the  provisions  of  which,  this  report  is  now  prepared. 
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The  entire  insufficiency  of  the  act  to  produce  the  desired 
results,  must  be  apparent  to  those  who  have  thus  far  read  this 
report ;  and  it  seems  somewhat  surprising  tliat,  for  the  purpose 
of  improving  the  old  system,  a  measure  like  this,  which  varies 
no  penalty,  and  furnishes  to  town  clerks  no  new  means  of  col- 
lecting information,  and  to  the  citizens  at  large,  no  new  induce- 
ments to  supply  the  town  clerks  with  materials  for  their  records 
and  returns,  should  have  been  adopted. 

I  have  ventured,  with  great  diffidence,  (and,  I  trust,  without 
any  violation  of  official  decorum,)  to  sketch  the  outlines  of  a 
statute,  such  as  I  believe  would  be  found  to  answer  the  needful 
purpose  and  supply  the  public  wants. 

The  following  is  the  sketch  referred  to. 

Every  town  clerk  to  keep,  in  separate  volumes,  duplicate 
registers  of  births,  of  marriages,  and  of  deaths. 

These  books  of  record  to  be  prepared,  in  a  uniform  manner,  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  by  him  sent  to  each 
town  whenever  needed ;  the  cost  of  the  books  to  be  paid  by  the 
iowns^:  9nd  every  clerk  to  keep  himself  fully  and  seasonably 
supplied,  by  giving  proper  notice  to  the  Secretary. 

The  forms  of  the  registries  in  these  books,  to  be  substantially 
like  the  schedules,  A,  B,  and  C,  hereunto  annexed,  so  as  to 
furnish  authentic  evidence  of  facts  necessary  to  accurate  statis- 
tical calculations,  and  to  professional  inquiry. 

The  town  clerk  every  year,  in  the  month  of  December,  to 
transmit  (properly  certified  and  sealed  up,)  one  set  of  these 
three  duplicate  volumes,  with  a  full  alphabetical  index  for 
each  volume,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  to 
retain  the  other  set  in  his  own  office,  to  be  indexed  in  like 
manner.  A  copy  of  said  record  to  be  sent  annually,  in  Decem- 
ber, by  said  clerk,  to  the  registry  of  deeds  for  his  county  or 
district ;  for  which  copy,  the  county  shall  pay  to  the  clerk  at 
the  rate  of  twelve  cents  per  page  of  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  words. 

The  duties  imposed  on  the  town  clerks  to  be  enforced  by 
suitable  penalties  and  rewards  : — penalties  for  all  neglect  or  re- 
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fusal  to  discharge  their  duties;  and  compensation,  depending 
on  the  number  and  accuracy  of  their  entries,  say  one  dime  for 
every  birth,  death  or  marriage  properly  recorded,  without  mis- 
take, and  accurately  indexed : — the  compensation  being  paid 
from  the  town  treasury ,  in  addition  to  fees  from  individuals 
procuring  copies  and  certificates  as  herein  provided. 

All  falsification  of  the  records  to  be  very  severely  punished. 
Half  the  fine  in  all  cases  to  go  to  the  prosecutor,  who  shall  be 
a  compilent  witness ;  said  penalty  to  be  recovered  in  an  action 
of  the  case,  brought  in  the  name  of  the  town,  or  by  complaint. 

To  insure  accurate  returns  to  the  town  clerk  of  the  births, 
marriages  and  deaths,  the  following  proviso  might  be 
adopted : — 

1.  In  case  ofhirths.  Parents,  or  one  of  them,  under  pen- 
alty of  twenty  dollars  for  each  omission,  within  a  period  of  ten 
days  after  the  birth  of  a  child,  to  give  notice  thereof  to  the 
clerk  of  the  town  in  which  the  birth  occurs,  informing  him  of 
its  name,  color  and  sex,  and  the  day  of  its  birth,  and  furnishing 
also  the  names  and  color  of  the  parents,  the  mother's  maiden 
name,  and  the  father's  occupation,  as  set  forth  in  schedule  (A). 

The  physician-,  or  midwife,  present  at  any  birth,  in  like  man- 
ner, and  under  like  penalties,  to  notify  the  town  clerk  of  the 
birth  within  the  period  above  named.  The  keepers  of  jails, 
prisons,  alms-houses,  hospitals,  and  all  other  like  institutions, 
to  give  notice  in  like  manner,  and  under  like  penalties,  of  all 
births  among  their  inmates,  to  the  clerk  of  the  town  where  the 
institution  is  situated.  The  commanders  of  all  vessels  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, sailing  to  or  from  any  Massachusetts  port,  under 
like  penalties,  and  within  ten  days  after  their  arrival  at  a  home 
port  in  this  state,  to  notify  the  town  clerk  of  the  port  where  the 
vessel  arrives,  of  all  births  that  have  occurred  on  board  during 
the  voyage ;  said  notice  to  contain  the  particulars  above  named. 
Whenever  a  foundling  is  discovered,  the  person  so  finding  it, 
to  give  notice  of  the  fact  to  the  clerk  and  inform  him  of  all  the 
particulars  respecting  the  same. 

And  to  insure  compliance  with  the  above  requirements,  it 
might  be  provided  that  no  assistance  shall  be  given  by  the 
overseers  of  the  poor  in  any  town  to  any  individual  for  the 
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support  of  the  unregistered  children  of  any  inhabitant  of  the 
town  in  which  the  said  children  were  born.* 

2.  As  to  marriages.  None  to  be  solemnized  by  magistrate 
or  minister,  unless,  in~  addition  to  the  certificate  now  required 
by  law,  a  further  certificate  be  produced  to  the  magistrate,  or 
clergyman,  by  the  bridegroom,  from  the  clerk  of  the  town 
where  the  marriage  is  solemnized,  stating  that  the  said  clerk 
has  had  twenty*four  hours  previous  notice  of  the  place  and 
hour  of  the  wedding.  ETery  person  taking  part  in  such  mar- 
riage ceremonial  without  the  production  of  such  notices,  to  be 
liable  to  a  penalty  of  twenty  dollars. 

The  above  notice  to  be  given  to  the  town  clerk  by  the  bride- 
groom twenty -four  hours  before  the  ceremony,  and  the  town 
clerk  to  attend  (under  penalty  of  twenty  dollars)  by  himself  or 
deputy,  at  the  wedding,  and  make  a  record  in  duplicate  in  the 
volumes  of  marriage  records  of  the  marriage,  to  be  signed  by 
the  parties,  by  their  mark  if  they  cannot  write,  and  by  the  offi- 
ciating magistrate,  containing  the  facts  stated  in  the  form  of 
schedule  (B).  For  such  certificates  of  publishment,  and  of 
notice,  the  town  clerk  to  have  a  fee  of  fifty  cents  each,  or  one 
dollar  for  the  two.  The  town  clerk  to  have  the  right  of  appoint- 
ing any  needful  number  of  deputies,  for  whose  acts  he  shall  be 
responsible,  who  shall  be  duly  sworn  to  act  in  his  stead,  when- 
ever he  cannot  offiqiate  in  person  :  the  entries  of  ail  such  depu- 
ties in  the  records  to  be  verified  by  the  countersignature  of  the 
elerk.  The  clerk  or  deputy  to  be  authorized  to  ask  all  ques- 
tions needful  to  complete  the  cecord,  and  any  refusal  to  an- 
-swer ,  or  any  false  answer,  to  be  severely  punished. 

3.  As  to  Deaths.  No  burial  to  be  performed,  nor  atiy  fune- 
ral service,  without  a  certificate  from  the  town  clerk,  that  due 
notice  of  the  death  has  been  furnished,  and  the  record  thereof 
duly  made.  All  persons  taking  part  in  such  illegal  burial,  as 
clergymen,  undertakers,  or  relations  of  the  deceased,  to  be  liable 
to  a  penalty  of  twenty  dollars  each.  The  record  to  contain  the 
iacts,  &c.  named  in  schedule  (C). 

The  medical  attendant  of  every  person  deceased,  shall,  with- 
in ten  days  after  the  decease  of  such  person,  under  penalty  of 
twenty  dollars  for  each  offence,  give  notice  to  the  town  clerk  of 
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the  town  where  the  death  occurs,  of  the  death  and  of  the  cause 
of  said  death,  whether  by  disease  or  otherwise,  and  the  entry 
of  the  cause  of  death  may  be  made  at  any  time  within  ten 
days  after  the  death. 

Every  death  occurring  on  board  a  Massachusetts  vessel,  sail* 
ing  to  or  from  any  Massachusetts  port,  shall,  like  births,  and 
under  like  penalties,  be  reported  by  the  commander,  within  ten 
days  after  his  arrival,  with  the  various  particulars  set  forth  in 
schedule  (C).  A  penalty  of  fifty  dollars  on  the  town  clerk  for 
neglect  or  refusal  to  make  the  entries,  or  to  do  any  of  the  duties 
required  by  this  act. 

The  various  records  to  be  securely  kept  by  the  town  clerks, 
while  in  their  custody,  under  lock  and  key  when  not  in  actual 
use,  under  a  penalty  of  not  less  than  one  hundred  dollars  for 
all  injury  by  defacement,  alteration,  or  loss  of  the  same  arising 
from  their  negligence,  and  not  less  than  live  hundred  dollars^ 
when  owing  to  wilful  default  or  misconduct  of  the  clerks.  No 
erasure  of  any  entry  to  be  permitted  in  such  manner  as  to  con-- 
ceal  the  words  originally  entered :  nor  any  alteration,  except  by 
the  entry  of  the  cause  of  death,  in  the  original  entry  of  any 
birth,  death  or  marriage,  to  be  made  after  the  record  thereof 
has  been  signed  or  countersigned  by  the  clerk,  and  he  shall,  in 
all  cases,  sign  or  countersign  the  record  of  each  birth.  &c.,  as 
soon  as  may  be,  after  the  same  has  been  made. 

For  every  inspection  of  such  record,  the  secretary  and  the 
clerk  to  be  paid  one  dime,  by  the  applicant,  for  every  volume 
inspected  ;  and  for  certified  copies  of  the  records,  at  the  rate  of 
one  dime  per  page.  For  failing  to  deliver  up  to  his  successor, 
any  and  all  the  records,  every  town  clerk  to  forfeit  not  less  than 
five  hundred  dollars  nor  more  than  one  thousand  dollars,  and 
be  imprisoned  one  year.  Copies  of  these  records,  certified  by 
either  the  clerk  or  the  secretary,  to  be  received  in  evidence  in 
all  trials  in  our  courts. 

[The  columns  of  "  color  "  are  placed  in  the  tables  in  order  to 
furnish  facts  very  desirable  to  be  known,  in  regard  to  the  laws 
of  life  and  health  among  mixed  races, — the  African  and  Cau- 
casian.] 
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B.     Form  of  Register  of  Marriages. 
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The  foregoing  schedules  can  require  no  explanation  to  render 
their  intent  and  meaning  sufficiently  apparent  to  a  careful  read- 
er. Should  any  person  be  led  to  the  belief  or  apprehension  that 
such  a  system  of  registration  would  be  too  burdensome  to  be- 
come practicable  or  popular,  a  short  study  of  the  character  and 
operation  of  the  French  Code  of  Registration  will  satisfy  them 
that  there  is  little  to  apprehend  from  such  a  difficulty  It  is 
at  all  events  certain,  that  every  thing  of  value  must  be  obtained 
by  labor  and  expense.  It  is  a  uniform  law.  imposed  by  a  wise 
Providence  upon  the  intellectual,  not  less  than  on  the  material 
world,  that  a  price  must  be  paid  proportionate  to  the  advantage 
received ;  and  as  the  advantages  that  must  result  from  a  thor- 
ough registration,  will  be  very  numerous  and  very  great,  we 
ought  not  to  shrink  from  the  expenditure  of  time  and  labor 
needful  to  accomplish  these  results. 

In  concluding  this  report,  I  cannot  help  expressing  my  regret, 
that  the  very  brief  period  within  which  I  have  had  official 
charge  of  this  subject,  and  the  multitude  of  other  labors  which 
have  divided  my  time  and  distracted  my  attention,  oblige  me  to 
present  so  important  a  topic  in  a  manner  so  imperfect  before  the 
Legislature.  In  my  anxiety  to  lay  the  report  before  the  two  Hous- 
es before  their  adjournment.  I  have  been  obliged  to  deny  myself 
the  advantage  of  more  careful  research  and  reflection,  and  to 
lose  the  aid  of  several  distinguished  gentlemen,  who  might  oth- 
erwise have  contributed  their  more  valuable  services  to  my  own 
humble  efforls.  Such  as  they  are,  the  report  and  tables  are  now 
respectfully  submitted,  in  the  hope  that  they  may,  in  some  de- 
gree, assist  the  progress  of  humane  inquiry  and  judicious 
]egislati(m« 

JOHN  A.  BOLLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Ccmmonwealth, 
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ENGLISH  REGISTRATION  ACT. 

§  14.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  registrar  genenl  shall  i^unish  to  eveiy 
superintendent  registrar,  for  the  use  of  the  registrars  under  his  superinten- 
dence, a  sufficient  number  of  strong  iron  boxes  to  hold  the  register  books,  to 
be  kept  by  such  registrar ;  and  every  such  box  shall  be  furnished  with  a  lock 
and  two  keys,  and  no  more,  and  one  of  such  keys  shall  be  kept  by  the  regis- 
trar, and  the  other  key  shall  be  kept  by  the  superintendent  registrar ;  and  the 
register  books  of  each  district,  while  in  the  custody  of  the  registrar,  and  not 
in  use,  shall  be  always  left  in  the  register  box,  and  the  register  box  shall 
always  be  kept  locked.  * 

§  17.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  the  registrar  general  shall  cause  to  be  print- 
ed, on  account  of  the  said  register  office,  a  sufficient  number  of  register  books 
for  making  entries  of  all  births,  deaths,  and  mairiages,  of  His  Miyesty's  sub- 
jects in  England,  according  to  the  forms  of  schedules  (A.)  (B.)  (C.)*  to  this  act 
annexed ;  and  the  said  register  books  shall  be  of  durable  materials,  and  in 
them  shall  be  printed  upon  each  side  of  every  leaf  the  heads  of  information 
herein  required  to  be  known  and  registered  of  births,  deaths,  and  marriages, 
respectively ;  and  every  page  of  each  of  such  books  shall  be  numbered  pn>- 
gressively  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  beginning  with  number  one ;  and 
every  place  of  entry  shall  be  also  numbered  progressively  from  the  beginning 
to  the  end  of  the  book,  beginning  with  number  one ;  and  every  entiy  shall  be 
divided  from  the  following  entry  by  a  printed  line. 

§  18.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  the  registrar  general  shall  furnish  to  every 
superintendent  registrar,  for  the  use  of  the  registrars  under  his  superintendence, 
a  sufficient  number  of  register  books  of  births,  and  of  register  books  of  deaths, 
and  of  forms  for  certified  copies  thereof,  as  hereinafter  provided,  at  a  reasona^ 
ble  price,  to  be  fixed  from  time  to  time  by  one  of  His  Majesty's  principal  Sec- 
retaries of  State,  the  cost  whereof  shall  be  borne  by  the  union,  parish,  or 
place,  in  or  for  which  the  superintendent  registrar  is  appointed,  and  shall  be 

*  These  forms  appear  in  the  foregoing  Report. 
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paid  by  &e  gimrrtiaiw  or  by  the  charchwardens  and  orerseers,  (as  the  case  may 
be,)  out  of  the  monies  coming  to  their  hands  or  control  as  such  guardians  or 
churchwardens  and  overseers,  to  the  registrar,  and  shall  be  accounted  for  by 
him  to  the  registrar  general ;  and  every  registrar  shall  be  authorized,  and  ia 
hereby  required  to  inform  himself  carefully  of  eveiy  birth  and  every  death 
which  shall  happen  within  his  district  after  the  said  first  day  of  March,  and  to 
learn  and  register,  as  soon  after  the  event  as  conveniently  may  be  done,  without 
fee  or  reward,  save  as  herein-after  mentioned,  in  one  of  the  said  books,  the 
particulars  ^^equired  to  be  registered  according  to  the  forms  in  the  said  sched- 
ules (A.)  and  (B.)  respectively,  touching  every  such  birth  or  every  such  death, 
as  the  case  may  be,  which  shall  not  have  been  already  registered,  every  such 
entry  being  made  in  order  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  book. 

§  19.  And  be  it  enacted)  That  the  father  or  mother  of  any  child  bom,  or 
the  occupier  of  every  house  or  tenement  in  England,  in  which  any  bbrth  or 
death  shall  happen,  after  the  said  first  day  of  March,  may,  within  forty-two 
days  next  after  the  day  of  such  birth,  or  within  five  days  after  the  day  of  such 
death  respectively,  give  notice  of  such  birth  or  death  to  the  registrar  of  the 
district ;  and  in  case  any  new-bom  child  or  any  dead  body  shall  be  found  ex- 
posed, the  overseers  of  the  poor  in  the  case  of  the  new-bom  child,  and  the 
coroner  in  the  case  of  the  dead  body,  shall  forthwith  give  notice  and  informa- 
tion thereof,  and  of  the  place  where  such  child  or  dead  body  was  found,  to  the 
registrar ;  and  for  the  purposes  of  this  act  the  master  or  keeper  of  every  gaol, 
prison,  or  house  of  correction,  or  workhouse,  hospital,  or  lunatic  asylum,  or 
public  or  charitable  institution,  shall  be  deemed  the  occupier  thereof. 

§  aO.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  fiither  or  mother  of  every  child  bora  in 
England,  after  the  said  first  day  of  March,  or  in  case  of  the  death,  illness,  ab- 
sence, or  inability  of  the  father  and  mother,  the  occupier  of  the  house  or  tene- 
ment in  which  such  child  shall  have  been  bom,  shall,  within  forty-two  days 
next  after  the  day  of  every  such  birth,  give  information,  upon  being  requested 
so  to  do,  to  the  said  registrar,  according  to  the  best  of  his  or  her  knowledge 
and  belief,  of  the  several  particulars  hereby  required  to  be  knoi«D  and  register-  ' 
ed,  touching  the  birth  of  such  child. 

§  21.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  if  any  child  of  an  English  parent  shall  be 
bora  at  sea,  on  board  of  a  British  vessel,  the  captain  or  commanding  officer 
of  the  vessel  on  board  of  which  the  said  child  shall  have  been  bora,  shall 
forthwith  make  a  minute  of  the  several  particulars  herein-before  required  to 
be  inserted  in  the  register  touching  the  birth  of  such  child,  so  fiu:  as  the  same 
may  be  known,  and  the  name  of  the  vessel  wherein  the  birth  took  place ;  and 
shall,  on  the  arrival  of  such  vessel  in  any  port  of  the  United  Kingdom,  or 
by  any  other  sooner  opportunity,  send  a  certificate  of  the  said  minute  through 
the  post-ofiice  to  the  registrar  general,  who  shall  file  the  same,  and  enter  a 
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copy  thereof  under  his  hand  in  a  bode  to  be  kept  for  that  ptirpoee  in  ''the 
General  Register  Office,"  to  be  called  the  ''Marine  Register  Book,"  and 
shall  keep  the  said  book  with  the  other  registers  according  to  the  provis* 
ions  of  this  act 

§  22.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  after  the  expiration  of  forty-two  days 
following  the  day  of  the  birth  of  any  child,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any 
registrar  to  register  such  birth,  save  as  herein-after  is  next  mentioned; 
provided  that,  in  case  the  birth  of  any  child  shall  not  hare  been  registered 
according  to  the  provisions  herein-before  contained,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
any  person  present  at  the  birth  of  such  child,  or  for  the  fiither  or  guardian 
thereof,  at  any  time  within  six  calendar  months  next  after  the  birth,  to 
make  a  solemn  declaration  of  the  particulars  required  to  be  known  touch- 
ing the  birth  of  such  child,  according  to  the  best  of  his  or  her  knowledge 
and  belief;  and  it  shall  thereupon  be  lawful  for  the  said  registrar  then  and 
there,  in  the  presence  of  the  superintendent  registrar,  to  register  the  birth  of 
the  said  child,  according  to  the  information  of  the  person  making  the  said 
declaration;  and  in  every  such  case  the  superintendent  registrar  before 
whom  the  said  declaration  is  made,  shall  sign  the  entry  of  the  birth  as 
well  as  the  registrar,  and  for  eveiy  such  registry  as  lastafmeaid,  the  super- 
intendent registrar  shall  be  entitled  to  have  a  fee  of  two  shillings  and 
sixpence  from  the  person  requiring  the  same  to  be  registered ;  and  the  reg« 
istrar,  over  and  above  the  fee  herein-after  enacted,  in  respect  of  eveiy 
birth  registered  by  him,  shall  be  entitled;  unlees  the  delay  shall  have  been 
occasioned  by  his  default,  to  have  a  fee  of  five  shillings  fVom  the  penon 
requiring  the  same  to  be  registered;  and  no  register  of  births  shall  be 
given  in  evidence  to  prove  the  birth  of  any  child  wherein  it  shall  appear 
that  forty-two  days  have  intervened  between  the  day  of  the  birth  and  the 
day  of  the  registration  of  the  birth  of  such  child,  unless  the  entry  shall  be 
signed  by  the  superintendent  registrar ;  and  every  person  who  shall  know- 
ingly register  or  cause  to  be  registered  the  birth  of  any  child,  otherwise 
than  herein-before  is  last  mentioned,  after  the  expiration  of  forty-two  days 
following  the  day  of  the  birth  of  such  child,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every 
such  offence  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifty  pounds. 

§  23.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  after  the  expiration  of  six  calendar 
months  following  the  birth  of  any  child,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any 
registrar  to  register  the  birth  of  such  child,  and  no  register  of  births,  ex- 
cept in  the  case  of  children  bom  at  sea,  shall  be  given  in  evidence  to 
prove  the  birth  of  any  child  wherein  it  shall  appear  that  six  calendar 
months  have  intervened  between  the  day  of  the  birth  and  the  day  of  the 
registration  of  the  birth  of  such  child ;  and  every  person  who  shall  know- 
ingly register  or  cause  to  be  registered  the  birth  of  any  child  after  the  ex- 
piration of  six  calendar  months  following  the  day  of  the  birth  of  such  cluld, 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  such  offence  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifty  pounds. 
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§d4.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  any  child  bom  in  England,  whose 
birth  shall  have  been  registered  as  aforesaid  shaU,  within  six  calendar 
vxmths  next  after  it  shall  have  been  so  registered,  have  any  name  given 
to  it  in  baptism,  the  parent  or  guardian  of  soch  child,  or  other  peison  pro- 
curing such  name  to  be  given,  may,  within  seven  days  next  after  such 
baptism,  procure  and  deliver  to  the  registrar  or  superintendent  registrar,  in 
whose  custody  the  register  of  the  birth  of  the  child  may  then  happen  to 
be,  a  ceitificate,  accordiag  to  the  form  of  schedule  (G.)  to  this  act  annex- 
ed, signed  by  the  minister  who  shall  have  performed  the  rite  of  baptism^ 
which  certificate  such  minister  is  hereby  required  to  deliver  immediately 
after  the  baptism,  whenever  the  same  shall  be  then  demanded,  on  payment 
of  the  fee  of  one  shilling,  which  he  shall  be  therefore  entitled  to  receive; 
and  the  said  registrar  or  superintendent  registrar,  upon  receipt  of  such  cer- 
tificate, and  on  payment  of  the  fee  of  one  shilling,  which  he  shaU  be 
tberefore  entitled  to  receive^  shall,  without  any  erasure  of  the  original  en- 
try, forthwith  register  therein  that  the  child  was  baptized  by  such  name,  and 
Ihe  registrar  shall  thereupon  ceitily  upon  the  said  certificate  the  additional 
entry  so  made,  and  shall  forthwith  send  the  said  certiiicale  tiirough  the  post- 
office  to  the  registrar  general. 

{  S5.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  some  person  present  at  the  death  or  in  at- 
tendance during  the  last  illness  of  evexy  person  dying  in  England  after  the 
eaid  first  day  of  March,  or,  in  case  of  the  death,  illness,  inability,  or  default  of 
all  such  persons,  the  occupier  of  the  house  or  tenement,  or  if  the  occupier  be 
the  person  who  shall  have  died,  some  inmate  of  the  house  or  tenement  in 
which  such  death  shall  have  happened,  shall,  within  eight  days  next  after  the 
day  of  such  death,  give  information,  upon  being  requested  so  to  do,  to  the 
Slid  registrar,  according  to  the  best  of  his  or  her  knowledge  and  belief,  of  the 
several  particulars  hereby  required  to  be  kno^m  and  registered,  touching  the 
death  of  such  person:  provided  always,  that  in  every  case  in  which  an  inquest 
shall  be  held  on  any  dead  body,  the  jury  shall  inquire  of  the  particulars  herein 
required  to  be  registered  concerning  the  death,  and  the  coroner  shall  inform 
the  registrar  of  the  finding  of  the  Jury,  and  the  registrar  shall  make  the  entry 
accordingly* 

4  26L  And  be  it  enacted.  That  if  any  of  His  Majesty's  English  subjects 
shall  die  at  sea,  on  board  of  a  British  vessel,  the  captain  or  commanding  officer 
<}f  the  vessel  on  board  of  which  such  death  shall  have  happened,  shall  forth- 
with make  a  minute  of  the  several  particulars  herein-before  required  to  be 
inserted  in  the  register  touching  such  death,  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  known, 
and  the  name  of  the  vessel  wherein  the  death  took  place,  and  shall,  on  the 
surrival  of  such  vessel  in  any  port  of  the  United  Kingdom,  or  by  any  other 
flooner  opportunity,  send  a  certificate  of  the  said  minute  through  the  post-office 
to  the  j^gistrar  general,  who  shall  file  the  same,  and  enter  a  copy  thereof  under 
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his  hand  in  the  marine  register  book,  and  -keep  the  same  with  the  other  regis- 
•ters,  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act 

§  27.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  every  registrar,  immediately  upon  registering 
any  death,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  he  shall  be  required  so  to  do,  shall,  without 
fee  or  reward,  deliver  to  the  undertaker  or  other  person  having  charge  of  the 
funeral,  a  certificate  under  his  hand,  according  to  the  form  of  schedule 
[E.]  to  this  Act  annexed,  tliat  such  death  has  been  duly  registered,  and  such 
certificate  shall  be  delivered  by  such  undertaker  or  other  person  to  the  min- 
ister or  officiating  person  who  shall  be  required  to  bury  or  to  perform  any  reli- 
gious service  for  the  burial  of  the  dead  body,  and  if  any  dead  body  shall  be 
buried  for  which  no  such  certificate  shall  have  been  so  delivered,  the  person 
who  shall  bury,  or  perfcmn  any  funeral  or  any  religious  service  for  the  burial 
shall  forthwith  give  notice  thereof  to  the  registrar :  provided  always,  that  the 
coroner,  upon  holding  any  inquest,  may  order  the  body  to  be  buried,  if  he  shall 
think  fit,  before  registry  of  the  death,  and  shall  in  such  case  give  a  certificate 
of  his  order  in  writing  under  his  hand,  according  to  the  form  of  schedule  [F.] 
to  this  Act  annexed,  to  such  undertaker,  or  other  person  having  charge  of  the 
funeral,  which  shall  be  delivered  as  aforesaid ;  and  every  person  who  shall 
bury  or  perform  any  funeral  or  any  religious  service  for  the  burial  of  any  dead 
body,  for  which  no  certificate  shall  have  been  duly  made  and  delivered  as 
aforesaid,  either  by  the  registrar  or  coroner,  and  who  shall  not  within  seven 
days  give  notice  thereof  to  the  registrar,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  any  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding ten  pounds  for  every  such  ofiTence. 

§  28.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  every  person  by  whom  the  information  con- 
tained in  any  register  of  birth  or  death  under  this  Act  shall  have  been  given, 
shall  sign  his  name,  description,  and  place  of  abode  in  the  register;  and  no 
register  of  birth  or  death  according  to  this  Act  shall  be  given  in  evidence, 
which  shall  not  be  signed  by  some  person  professing  to  be  the  informant,  and 
to  be  such  party  as  is  herein  required  to  give  such  information  to  the  registrar. 

§  29.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  every  registrar  shall  make  out  an  account 
four  times  in  every  year  of  the  number  of  births  and  deaths  which  he  shall 
have  registered  since  the  last  quarterly  account,  and  the  superintendent  regis- 
trar shall  verify  and  sign  the  same ;  and  the  guardians  or  overseers  of  the  par- 
ish, township,  or  place  in  or  for  which  he  shall  be  registrar,  on  production  of 
the  said  account  so  verified  and  signed,  shall  pay  to  the  said  registrar,  out  of 
the  monies  in  their  hands  or  power  as  such  guardians  or  overseers,  such  sums 
as  he  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  on  the  said  account  according  to  the  follow- 
ing scale ;  (that  is  to  say,)  for  the  first  twenty  entries  of  births  and  deaths  in 
every  year  which  he  shall  have  registered,  whether  the  same  be  of  births  or  of 
deaths  indiscriminately,  two  shillings  and  jsixpence  each,  and  one  shilling  for 
every  subsequent  entry  of  births  or  deaths  in  each  year ;  and  in  the  case  of  an 
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mum  the  said  aeymX  smns  shall  be  [charged  to  the  account  of  the  parishes  in 
which  such  births  or  deaths  respectively  shall  have  occurred. 

4  30.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  registrar  general  shall  furnish  or 
cause  to  be  furnished  to  the  rector,  vicar,  or  curate  of  every  church  and  chapel 
in  England  wherein  marriages  may  lawfully  be  solemnized,  and  also  to 
every  person  whom  the  recording  clerk  of  the  society  of  Friends  commonly 
called  Quakers,  at  their  central  office  in  London,  shall,  from  time  to  time,, 
certify  in  writing  under  his  hand  to  the  registrar  general  to  be  a  registering 
officer  in  England  of  the  said  society,  and  also  to  every  person  whom  the  pres- 
ident for  the  time  being  of  the  London  committee  of  deputies  of  the  British 
Jews  shall,  from  time  to  time,  certify  in  writing  under  his  hand  to  the  registrar 
general  to  be  the  secretary  of  a  synagogue  in  England  of  persons  professing 
the  Jewish  religion,  a  sufficient  number  in  duplicate  of  marriage  register 
books,  and  forms  for  certified  copies  thereof,  as  herein-after  provided ;  and  the 
cost  of  all  such  books  and  forms  shall  be  paid  by  the  churchwardens  and 
overseers  of  the  parish  or  chapelry  out  of  the  monies  in  their  hands  as  such 
churchwardens  and  overseers,  or  by  the  registering  (^cer  or  secretary  res- 
pectively to  whom  the  same  shall  be  furnished. 

§  31.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  every  clergyman  of  the  church  of  England, 
immediately  after  every  office  of  matrimony  solemnized  by  him,  shall  register 
in  duplicate  in  two  of  the  marriage  register  books  the  several  particulars  re- 
lating to  that  marriage  according  to  the  form  of  the  said  schedule  [C] ;  and 
every  such  registering  officer  of  the  C^uakers,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may 
be  after  the  solemnization  of  any  marriage  between  two  Quakers  in  the  dis- 
trict for  which  he  is  registering  officer,  and  every  such  secretary  of  a  syna^ 
gogue,  immediately  after  every  marriage  solemnized  between  any  two  per^ 
sons  professing  the  Jewish  religion,  of  whom  the  husband  shall  belong  to  the 
synagogue  whereof  he  is  secretary,  shall  register  or  cause  to  be  registered  in 
duplicate  in  two  of  the  said  marriage  register  books  the  several  particulars  re- 
lating to  that  marriage  according  to  the  form  of  the  said  schedule  [C.  ] ;  and 
every  such  registering  officer  or  secretary,  whether  he  shall  or  shall  not  be 
present  at  such  marriage,  shall  satisfy  himself  that  the  proceedings  in  relation 
thereto  have  been  conformable  to  the  usages  of  the  said  society,  or  of  the  per- 
sons professing  the  Jewish  religion,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  every  such  entry 
n»  herein-before  is  mentioned  ( whether  made  by  such  clergyman  or  by  such 
registering  officer  or  secretary  respectively  as  aforesaid,)  shall  be  signed  by 
the  clergyman  or  by  the  said  registering  officer  or  secretary  as  the  case  may 
be,  and  by  the  parties  married,  and  by  two  witnesses,  and  shall  be  made  in 
order  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  each  book,  and  the  number  of  the 
place  of  entry  in  each  duplicate  marriage  register  book  shall  be  the  same. 

4  32.     And  be  it  enacted,  That  ia  the  months  of  April,  July,  October,  and 
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January,  OD  such  days  a»  shall  iiom  time  to  time  be  appointed  by  the  regiairar 
g^eneral,  every  registrar  shall  make  and  deliver  to  the  saperintendent  registrar 
of  his  district,  on  durable  matertoJs^  a  true  copy,  certified  by  him  under  his 
hand  according  to  the  form  of  schedule  [D.]  to  this  Act  annexed,  of  all  tlie 
entries  of  births  and  deaths  in  the  register  book  kept  by  him  since  the  last 
certificate,  tlie  first  of  such  certificate*  to  be  given  in  the  month  of  July  in  the 
year  one  tluHJsand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  and  to  contain  all  the* 
entries  made  up  to  that  time:  and  the  superintendent  registrar  shall  verify  the 
same,  and  if  found  to  be  correct  shall  certify  the  same  under  his  hand  to  be  a 
true  copy ;  and  if  there  shall  have  been  no  birth  or  death  registered  since  the 
delivery  of  the  last  certificate,  the  registrar  shall  certify  the  fact,  and  such  cer- 
tificate shall  be  delivered  to  the  superintendent  registrar  as  aforesaid,  and  coun- 
tersigned by  him  ;  and  the  registrar  shall  keep  safely  each  of  the  said  register 
hooks  until  it  shall  be  filled,  and  riiall  then  deliver  it  to  the  superintendent 
registrar,  to  be  kept  by  him  with  the  records  of  bis*  office* 

§  33.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  the  rector,  vicar,  or  curate  of  every  such 
church  and  chapel,  and  every  such  registering  officer  and  secretary,  shall,  in 
the  months  of  April,  July,  October,  and  January  respectively,  make  and  de- 
liver to  the  superintendent  registrar  of  the  district  in  which  such  church  or 
chapel  may  be  situated,  or  which  may  be  assigned  by  the  registrar  general  to 
such  registering  officer  or  secretary,  on  durable  materials,  a  true  copy  certified 
by  him  under  his  hand  of  all  the  entries  of  marriages  in  the  register  book  kept 
by  him  since  the  last  certificate,  the  first  of  such  certificates  to  be  given  in  the 
month  of  July  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  seven,  and  to  contain  all 
the  entries  made  up  to  that  time,  and  if.  there  shall  have  been  no  marriage  en- 
tered therein  since  the  last  certificate,  shall  certify  the  fact  under  his  hand,  and 
shall  keep  the  said  marriage  register  books  safely  until  the  same  shall  be  filled^ 
and  one  copy  of  every  such  register  book,  when  filled,  shall  be  defivered  to  the 
superintendent  registrar  of  the  district  in  which  sach  church  or  chapel  may  be 
situated,  or  which  shall  have  been  assigned  as  aforesaid  to  such  registering- 
officer  or  secretary,  and  the  other  copy  of  every  such  register  book  kept  by  any 
such  rector,  vicar  or  curate  shall  remain  in  the  keeping  ^such  rector,  vicar,  or 
curate,  and  shall  be  kept  by  him  with  the  registers  of  Baptisms  and  burials  of 
the  parish  or  chapelry  witjiin  which  the  marriages  registered  therein  shaU  have 
been  solemnized ;  and  the  other  copy  of  every  such  register  book  of  marriages 
among  the  people  called  Quakers,  and  among  persons  profesnng  the  Jewish 
religion  respectively,  shall  remain  under  the  care  of  the  said  people  or  persons 
respectively,  to  be  kept  with  their  other  registers  and  records,  and  shall,  for  the 
purposes  of  this  Act,  be  still  deemed  to  be  in  the  keeping  of  the  registering 
officer  or  secretary  for  the  time  being  respectively. 

§  34.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  every  superintendent  registrar  shall,  four 
times  in  every  year,  on  such  days  aa  shall  be  therefore  named  by  the  registrar 
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general,  send  to  the  registrar  generaJ  al]  the  certified  copies  of  the  registers  of 
births,  deaths,  and  marriages  which  he  shall  have  so  received  during  the  three 
calendar  months  next  preceding  such  quarterly  days  of  transmission  respect- 
ivriy ;  and  if  it  shall  appear,  by  interruption  of  the  regular  progression  of 
nnmben  or  otherwise,  that  the  copy  of  any  part  of  any  book,  has  not  been  duly 
delivered  to  him,  he  shall  procure,  as  fiur  as  possible,  consistently  with  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  that  the  same  may  be  remedied  and  supplied;  and  every 
such  superintendent  registrar  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  sum  of  two-pence 
fiv  evety  entiy  in  such  certified  copies ;  and  every  superintendent  registrar 
shall  make  out  an  account  four  times  in  every  year  of  the  number  of  entries 
in  the  certified  copies  sent  to  him  during  the  last  quarter,  and  the  certified 
ec^es  so  sent  to  the  general  registry  <^ce,  shall  be  thereafter  kept  in  the  said 
office  in  such  order  and  manner  as  the  registrar  general,  under  the  direction  of 
the  secretary  of  state,  shall  tlnnk  fit,  so  that  the  same  may  be  most  readily  seen 
and  eaoumned. 

$  41.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  every  person  who  shall  wilfully  make,  or 
cause  to  be  made,  for  the  purpose  of  being  inserted  in  any  register  of  birth, 
death,  or  marriage,  any  false  statement  touching  any  of  the  particulara  herein 
required  to  be  known  and  registered,  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  pains  and 
penalties  as  if  he  were  guilty  of  perjury. 

§  42.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  every  person  who  shall  refuse  or  without 
reasonable  cause  omit  to  register  any  marriage  solemnized  by  him,  or  which 
he  ought  to  register,  and  every  registrar  who  shall  refuse  or  without  reasonable 
cause  omit  to  register  any  birth  or  death  of  which  he  shall  have  had  due  notice 
as  aforesaid,  and  every  person  having  the  custody  of  any  register  book,  or  cer- 
tified copy  thereof  or  of  any  part  thereof,  who  shall  carelessly  lose  or  injure 
the  same,  or  carelessly  allow  the  same  to  be  injured  whilst  in  his  keeping, 
shall  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifly  pounds  for  every  such  ofibnce. 

$  4db  And  be  it  enacted,  That  every  person  who  shall  wilfully  destroy  or 
injure  or  cause  to  be  destroyed  or  injured,  any  such  register  book  or  any  part 
or  certified  copy  of  any  part  thereof,  or  shall  falsely  make  or  counterfeit,  or  cause 
to  be  falsely  made  or  counterfeited,  any  part  of  any  such  register  book  or  cer- 
tified copy  thereof,  or  shall  wilfully  insert  or  cause  to  be  inserted  in  any  reg^ 
ister  book  or  certified  copy  thereof  any  false  entry  of  any  birth,  death,  or  mar^ 
riage,  or  shall  wilfiiUy  give  any  false  certificate,  or  shall  certify  any  writing  to 
be  a  copy  or  extract  of  any  register  book,  knowing  the  same  register  to  be 
false  in  any  part  thereof,  or  shall  forge  or  counterfeit  the  seal  of  the  register 
office,  shall  be  guilty  of  felony. 

$  44.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted.  That  no  person  charged  with  the 
dnty  of  registering  any  birth,  death]  or  marriage,  who  shall  discover  any  error 
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to  have  been  committed  in  the  form  or  substance  of  any  such  entry,  shall  be 
therefore  liable  to  any  of  the  penalties  aforesaid  if,  within  qne  calendar  month 
next  after  the  discovery  of  such  error,  in  the  presence  of  the  parents  of  the 
child  whose  birth  may  have  been  so  registered,  or  of  the  parties  married,  or  of 
two  persons  attending  upon  any  person  in  his  or  her  last  illness,  whose  death 
may  have  been  so  registered,  or,  in  case  of  the  death  or  absence  of  the  res- 
pective parties  aforesaid,  then  in  the  presence  of  tl^e  superintendent  registrar 
and  of  two  other  creditable  witnesses  who  shall  respectively  attest  the  same, 
he  shall  correct  the  erroneous  entry,  according  to  the  truth  of  the  case,  by 
ehtry  in  the  margin,  without  any  alteration  of  the  original  entry,  and  shall  sign 
the  marginal  entry,  and  add  thereunto  the  day  of  the  month  and  year  when 
such  correction  shall  be  made :  provided  also,  that  in  the  case  of  a  marriage 
register  he  shall  make  the  like  maiginal  entry,  attested  in  like  manner  in  the 
duplicate  marriage  register  book  to  be  made  by  him  as  aforesaid,  and  in  every 
case  shall  make  the  like  alteration  in  the  certified  copy  of  the  register  book  to 
be  made  by  him  as  aforesaid,  or  in  case  such  certified  copy  shall  have  been 
already  made,  provided  he  shall  make  and  deliver  in  like  manner  a  separate 
certified  copy  of  the  original  erroneous  entry,  and  of  the  marginal  correction 
therein  made. 
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Forms  of  Reoistbbs  of  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths,  in  the 
KiNODOH  OF  Prussia. 

1.     BIRTHS. 


2.     MARRIAGES. 


Names  and  con-  Names  of  the 
diiioD  of  Bride-'  Bridr^room's 
groom.  father. 


Name*  of  the 
Hride. 


Names  of  the 
Bride's  father. 


Date  of 
Marriage. 


Witnesses' 


3.     DEATHS. 


Name  and  cooditioD 
of  the  deceased 


Day  and  hour 
of  the  Death. 


Age. 


Disease  and  caose 
of  Death. 


Whether  heirs  of  ihe 
deceased  are  koown. 


The  above  forms  are  somewhat  varied  in  the  record  of  Jewish 
Births  and  Deaths. 
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Forms  of  Reoister  Books  and  Entries  in  Pbussu. 


£S 


•aSttujttui 
aqi     pam/goiaa 
uqM  iiuuKCijafo 
aqi    JO     auiBXi 

'sajnSi)  puu 
luaiwi  ui  ♦aJBu 
-jntuiaqi'jo  £vq 

•pa>|us8!p 
svM      aSuuJviu 
aqi     MOU  ■  pue 
'paujeui  ApBai|G 
iiaaq  tvq  apuq 
aqi        JoqiaqXv 

•inoqe 
iqSnojq   kkm   ii 

Moq  Tf*Q9ipJVta 
aqi  iCq   io  siuai 
•ad    aqi  Xq  iia 
-AiSsB.%\)uasnoD 
aqi       JaqiaqM 

•apuq  aqi  JO  ai^y 

aaiiapisaj  pao 
aompiiob       siq 
^jaqittj     s^apiiq 
aqi     JO     auiBU 
-jnsipuBjisuqo 

•opuq 
aqi     JO     amen 

-jns  7g  UBllfljq;) 
pOA|OSS!p   SBM 

aSBUjeui'      aqi 
Moq  puB  'aio|aq 
pauiBui      aaaq 
SBq  woojjfapijq 
aqi       Jaqt-HiM 

•inoqa 
tqSnojq  SBM  11 
Moq  ip'iuasuoa 

fiBipjenS       aqi 
IO   siaajBd    aqi 
SBM  11  ieqieqAV 

•uioojSapiiq 
JO  aSy 

jeqi 
•Bj  JO  aouapisw 
puB  iioBj'aaiBu 
-Jns  7f  uBiisuqo 

•jpiBJ 

paaeaaapnaijo 
a9B|dfjq'oooi^ 
••pijq  JO  aoiBO 
-JMVoaniuqo 

•N 

^2s 


^1 


^  be 


fi 


<s° 


Ii. 

S  C-5 

.S  ««£ 

OS 


III 


IJ1 

tJ.S: 

S|ge 


••M 


2'-= 

e 

l4 

4 

hi 

•aq  oi  pajtipap 
SBM  aq  uoBjad  aqi 
SUM  pavea^ap  aqi 
iBqi  pagsiiBS  sbm 
aq  qaiqM  Aq  siooid 
aqi  puB  'udAid  cbm 
qieap  aqi  jo  aoji 
-on  uioqM  oi  OBui 
•XSjop  JO  aoiBM 

Disease  reus- 
ing the  death. 

Day  and  hour  of 

deoUi,    in    letters 

and  in  figures. 

1 

i 

1 

11 

II 

II 

"o 
2  g 

1 

sXbq 

•sqiuow 

•sJvaA 

Condition 

of  (he 
deeeased. 

Christian  and 
surname    of    the 
deeeased ;  in  rase 
of   ehildren,    the 
name  and  rondi- 
Uon  of  the  father 
also. 

i> 

•OMI 
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Rbsistkk  or  Mareiagss,  Births  ajtd  Deaths,  in  Spain. 


The  vicar  orcHrate  of  each  parish  keeps  the  archives.    The  following  are 
the  fonnula  of— 1st,  marriages ;  2nd,  baptisms ;  3d,  deaths. 


1.    Pedro  Croz,  (single  or  widower,)  to  Juanna  Perez,  (siHgle  or  widow.) 

In  the  parish  chnich  of ,  16th  April,  1840,  I,  W.  H.,  rector,  (vicar  or 

cnrate,)  married  P.  C.,  native  of ,  'son  of  D.  and  J.  C,  mairied  and 

natives  of  same  place,  to  J.  P.,  native  of ,  daughter  of  N.  aad  M.  P.,  mar- 
ried  and  natives  of ^.   Sponsors,  Padio  Gaioia  aad  Maria  Gii   Wife* 

,  A.  &  aad  a  D. 


2:    J«aa  Garcia  X«eon. 

In  tiie  parish  charch  of ,  on  the  Sdi  day  of  Januaiy,  1842, 1,  W.  H., 

lector,  (vicar  or  curate,)  solemnly  baptized  Juan,  legitimate  son  of  Vincent, 

native  of ,  and  of  Matilda,  native  of ,  paternal  grandfather  and 

grandmother,  A.  6.,  and  M.  L.,  natives  of .    Sponsors,  D.  G.  and  M.  L. 

N.  B.  The  surname  of  the  parent  is  not  insetted  in  the  body  of  the  regis- 
ter, because  it  is  inscribed  in  the  maxgin. 


3b    Manied,  single  or  widower,  and  testate,  or  intestate. 

L.  M.,  native  of ,  son  of  M  and  R.  M.,  died  on  the  19th  day  of  Febru- 
ary, 1834,  aged ,  years.    He  lived  in street,  of  this  parish.    He  re> 

ceived  the  holy  sacrament  before  his  death.    Married  to  M«  G.,  (if  married,) 
his  will  (if  any)  was  made  before  the  notary  J.  P.  B. 


JMex.  (Each  book  has  its  alphabetical  Index.) 

Marriages,  P.  C,  to  J.  P.                  p.  30,  A,  or  R 

Births,  J.  G.  L.                          p.  30,  A,  or  B. 

Deaths,  L.  M.                             p.  15,  A,  or  R 
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France. — The  foUowing  certificate  will  show  bow  the  variolic  registries  are 
kept  in  France. 


1.    Of  Mamage. 

Seine  Royal,  (Parie)  Dec.  10th,  1842.    9  o'clock  A.  M.,  marriage  act  of  A* 

R  (turner  in  wood,  horn  flt  Paris  the  —  day  of 18 — ,  at  Na  — ,  in 

street,  in  this  ward  (arrondissement)  eldest  son  of  S.  G.  deceased,  and  of  D.  M# 

his  widow  aged  57,  residing  in  Paris  at  No.  — ,  in street,  who  was  present 

consenting: )  and  of  C.  D.  seamstress,  horn  at  ,  the  —  day  of 18 — , 

residing  with  her  father  and  mother  at  No.  — ,  in  — —  street,  in  this  depeit- 
ment,  minor  child  of  S.  D.,  cook,  aged  52,  asd  of  P.  his  wife  aged  47,  both  of 
whom  were  present,  consenting.  The  pxeliminary  documents^  to  wit,  the  certifi- 
cate of  ptthlication  duly  made  on  Sundays  Dec.  12th  and  19th  inst  in  this  ward, 
at  noon,  and  duly  posted,  without  ohjection ;  the  record  of  the  birth  of  both  pav- 
ties;  and  the  certificate  of  the  death  of  the  bridegroom's  father,  in  dtre  form  of 
law,  were  read,  together  with  that  chapter  of  the  civil  code  which  relates  U>  the 
respective  rights  of  the  parties. 

The  parties  betrothed  then  made  declaration  of  Marriage  in  presence  of 

,  baker,  aged  25,  residing  at  No.  —  in street,  and  oi , 

turner,  aged  30,  residing  at  No.  —  in street,  witnesses  on  the  part  of  the 

husband :  and  of ,  joiner,  aged  40,  and ,  carpenter,  aged 

50,  both  residing  at  No.  — ,  in street,  witnesses  on  the  part  of  the  wife. 

Afler  which  we,  C.  G.,  proprietaire,  assisted  by  the  mayor  of  this  first  de- 
partment, as  civil  magistrate,  declared,  in  the  name  of  the  law,  that  said  parties 
were  man  and  wife ; — ^the  parties,  the  father,  and  the  several  witnesses,  (afler 
this  record  was  read  in  their  hearing,)  subscribing  the  same ;  the  two  mothers 
being  unable  to  write. 

(Here  follow  the  signatores  above  mentionedr) 


2.    Birth. 


The  —  day  of 18—,  at  11*  A.  M.,  record  of  birth  of  A V , 

bom  at  Na  — ^  in street,  yesterday  at  11  o'clock  P.  M.,  the  son  of 

,  porter,  aged  53,  and  of _  his  wife,  aged  40,  at  the  said  res- 
idence. 

The  child  was  produced,  and  declaration  made  before  us. , 

*  proprietaire '  and ,  mayor  of  the  let  department,  by  A.  B.,  the 

midwife  aged  62,  residing  at  No.  —  in street,  attended  by  S.  A.,  coach- 
maker,  aged  68,  residing  in  the  same  street,  and  A.  R,  coach-painter,  aged  43, 
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remding  at  No.  —  ia  *— —  ■treet,  wko  with  declannt  aigned  hereto  with  us, 
after  reading. 

(Here  follow  the  aigsaUues.) 


a    Death. 


Reeord  of  the  death  of  R.  B.,  seamstreas,  aged  29,  wife  of  J.  C,  water  bai- 

lill^  37  yean  of  age,  bom  at  S,  died  at  No.  — ^ street,  yesterday  at  -^ 

o'doek  in  the  moniing  : — ^verified  by  us  H.  M.,  assisted  by  the  mayor  of  the 
first  depaztment  of  Paris,  upon  the  declaration  of  S.  C,  hairdresser,  57  yean 
<»f  age,  residing  at  No.  —  —  street,  J.  C.  the  husband  of  the  deceased,  who 
lias  declared  himself  unable  to  sign  $— the  first  witness  has  signed  with  us  after 


(Here  follow  the  signatures.) 
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Austrian  Forms  of  Registration. 

No  I.     Marriage  Register. 


Date. 

Rridboroom. 

Bridb 

WiTifsaiBS. 

1843. 

§ 

1 

6 

Name. 

Kaligion. 

i 

< 

Name. 

RdigioD 

i 

1 
Name 

Fab. 

1 

i 
1 

1 

0. 

P. 

i 

00 

1 

1 

15lh. 

No,  2.     Register  of  Births. 


1 

1 

d 
Z 

Name. 

Religion. 

Sex. 

2 

1 

ParcoU. 

Spomon. 

1 

C. 

P. 

i 

1 

Father. 

Meiber. 

Names. 

Coodi. 

tiOB. 

No,  3.     Register  of  Mortality^  kept  by  Ministers, 


Year. 

1 

0 

Z 

Name 

Religion.            Sex. 

Age. 

Maladv  and  mode 
of  death. 

Month 

C. 

'•:| 

i 

Day. 

1 
1 
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Appendix,  B. 
Extracts  from  Testimony  before  the  English  Committee, 

John  Bowrino^  Esq.,  L.  L.  D. 

*^  I  can  state  that  I  have  seen  no  system  on  the  whde,  so  complete  as  that  of 
the  Code  Napoleon — and  I  have,  within  the  lust  6  months,  had  occasion  to 
watch  its  working  in  almost  every  part  of  France."  "  The  committee,  are 
perhaps,  awaie  there  are  two  duplicate  documents  constantly  produced,  one  of 
which  is  lodged  in  the  communal  archives,  and  the  other  in  the  Tribunals  de 
Premiere  Instance :  so  that  there  are  two  sources  of  knowledge ;  and  when- 
ever I  have  had  occasion  to  trace  the  history  of  an  individual, — that  is,  his 
birth,  marriage  and  death, — ^I  have  been  able  to  do  so  with  extreme  facility  and 
oomplete  success." 

<'  Aji  respects  births,  the  law  requires  that  within  three  days  after  birth,  the 
child  shall  be  produced*  to  the  local  authori^,  who  is  the  mayor  of  the  com- 
mune ;  he  is  bound  to  register  the  time  of  its  birth,  the  hour  and  place  of  birth, 
and  tiie  names  and  profession  of  its  parents." 

**  As  respects  deaths,  no  interment  can  take  place  without  the  authority  of 
the  civil  functionary,  who  is  required  to  see  the  body,  it  being  ordered  that 
notice  should  be  given  within  24  hours  after  the  death  of  the  party,  to  the  an- 
tfaoritiesy  who  then  record  the  fact,  and  the  period  of  death*  also  in  duplicate." 
**  All  these  registrations  are  gratuitous.  There  is  a  fee  for  any  extract  that 
may  be  required." 

"  The  register  which  is  deposited  in  what  is  the  general  recipient  of  the 
archives,  is  that  to  which  individuals  apply  for  transcripts.  At  the  end  of  the 
year,  the  whole  of  these  documentB  axe  arranged,  ceotraliased,  and  their  results 
transmitted  to  the  superior  functionary,  and  by  him  reported  to  the  minister  of 
the  Interior,  and  they  form  the  elements  of  those  statistical  tables,  which  are 
pobliaibed  from  time  to  time,  and  which  have  often  been  praised  for  their  com- 


^  I  think  the  system  of  registry  has  been  one  of  the  most  important  resuha 
of-  the  (French)  revolution.  Thousands  of  questions  that  would  be  embarrass- 
ing here,  are  set  at  rest  by  the  action  of  a  great  machine,  that  operates  by  a 
muversal  law  fiom  the  centre  to  the  extremities." 

"Even  in  various  parts  of  Europe,  formerly  under  the  dominion  of  France, 
and  which  have  been  restored  to  their  fonner  sovereigns,  they  retain  the  French 
system  in  praferenee  to  retoming  to  the  old  laws  of  Uieir  countiy." 

«  Th«  "maire/'  if  needful,  emlli  at  the  parents'  bcu^e  for  inspection 
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John  Finlaison,  Esq.,  Aebuary  of  iht  JMwnal  Debt  Office, 

**  In  order  to  procure  an  approximation  to  the  rate  of  mortality  which  prevails 
among  the  working  clasaes  in  this  country,  I  resorted  to  the  public  register  at 
Ostend  in  Flanders,  where  I  made  an  observation  on  the  mortality  of  the  town 
for  a  period  of  ^  years."  **  My  attention  was  drawn  to  the  extreme  precision 
of  their  system,  which,  I  believe,  is  precisely  the  same  as  prevails  in  France." 
"  The  town  clerk  stated  to  me  that  it  was  impossible  for  any  person  in  their 
country  to  lose  his  inheritance,  because  he  and  his  ancestry  could  be  traced 
back  with  the  utmost  certainty  for  any  number  of  years."  *^  At  short  intervals 
a  duplicate  of  the  registry  is  sent  to  the  principal  town  of  theArrondisseroent, 
(Bruges.") 

In  regard  to  the  advantages  of  this  system,  he  said  *^  I  was  enabled  to  deter- 
mine the  expectation  of  life,  and  the  values  of  annuities  and  of  life  insurance 
for  each  sex,  and  at  every  age  from  the  birth."  ^  I  was  also  enabled  to  deter- 
mine the  rate  of  mortality  in  early  infancy, — a  thing  totally  unknown  in  this 
country." 


M.  Adolphb  Quxtelet,  Diredor  qf  iht  Brusada  Obaervaiory. 

'*  Before  the  occupation  of  the  Netherlands  by  the  French,  (and  befo]:e  the 
introduction  of  the  Code  Napoleon,)  the  registers  were  in  lamentable  plight 
They  were  kept  by  the  clergy.  Since  the  revolution  of  1890,  an  attempt  was 
made  to  put  a  certain  portion  of  the  registries  again  into  the  hands  of  the 
clergy :  but  it  led  to  such  animadversions  and  discontent,  that  they  have  found 
it  necessary  to  return  to  the  former  practice.  There  were  originally  objections 
felt  to  the  introduction  of  this  system,  but  I  have  never  heard  any  objection  to 
its  operation." 

*'  It  is  a  subject  of  wonder  to  every  intelligent  stranger,  that  in  a  country  so 
intelligent  as  England,  with  so  many  illustrious  persons  occupied  in  statistical 
inquiries,  and  where  the  state  of  the  population  is  the  constant  subject  of  pub- 
lic interest,  the  very  batis  on  iehUh  aU  good  legislation  must  be  grounded,  has 
never  been  prepared.*" 

*  This  was  before  the  Registration  Act.  Since  that  peri<»d  the  writeri  of  the  Continent 
bave  done  justice  to  English  labors  and  legislation  npon  this  snbjeet  An  enlogiom,  eqoally 
jnst  and  hearty,  on  the  act  of  Parliament,  may  be  found  in  the  **  AmtaUa  d'HffgUm,*'  (tonie 
S3,  pp.  111-12,)  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Marc  d'Espine. 
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Appendix,  C. 

'<  Boston,  Feb.  21, 1843. 

**  Dear  Sir, — I  have  often  re^tted  that  the  law  or  the  practice  as  to  preserv- 
ing in  the  clerk's  office  an  accurate  list  of  births,  deaths  and  ipaniag^  should 
have  80  entirely  ceased ;  down  to  1760,  or  thereabouts,  tlie  records  are  very 
perfect  (except  some  volumes  lost  by  a  fire).  The  system  seemed  to  be  a  very 
simple  and  satisfactory  one.  A  volume  was  kept,  in  which,  under  the  different 
lettftrs  of  the  alphabet,  the  births,  deaths,  dLc,  were  entered — ^ihe  volume  being 
ruled  in  such  manner  as  to  make  the  dates,  dLC,  strike  the  eye  easily.  The 
importance  of  such  a  system  in  enabling  us  to  obtain  accurate  statistics  of 
births  and  deaths,  is  very  evident  Its  convenience  in  regard  to  titles  of  real 
estate,  is  also  very  great  Whether  the  present  neglect  of  the  law  (Rev.  Stat, 
chap.  15,  sect  46-47,)  can  be  in  any  way  prevented,  or  whether  any  new  pro- 
visions or  penalties  can  advantageously  be  introduced,  I  am  too  little  of  a  legis- 
lator to  be  able  to  judge.  Perhaps  some  important  hints  may  be  derived  firom 
a  recent  statute  in  England  upon  the  same  subject,  which,  however,  I  have  not 
myself  seen. 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

"  Jko.  a.  Bolles,  Esq.  N.  1.  BOWDITCH." 


Mr,  Grimaldi,  a  solicitor,  examined  by  the  English  ciHumissioners,  said  that 
**  there  are  so  many  cases  where  the  descent  of  property  depends  entirely  on 
the  circumstance  of  the  death  of  an  ancestor  or  relation  taking  place  before  or 
after  he  attained  21  yean  of  age,  as  well  as  on  his  being  bom  in  the  life-time 
of  another  person,  that  it  is  remarkable  no  steps  should  have  been  taken  to 
remedy  this  deficiency." 

Upon  the  policy  of  keeping  the  record  in  duplicate,  and  making  a  return  of 
one  of  them  to  the  central  office,  he  says  he  thinks  it  "^  indispensably  neces- 
sary. I  saved,"  added  he,  *'  a  large  estate  from  being  taken  out  of  a  family  by 
a  town  clerk  of  Cambridge,  in  consequence  of  desiring  parties  who  applied  to 
me,  to  search  for  the  duplicate.  I  desired,  after  the  first  trial,  that  diligent 
search  should  be  made  for  a  duplicate,  and  a  duplicate  was  accidentally  found, 
and  did  not  contain  the  false  entry  f  as  soon  as  the  clerk  knew  of  this  discov- 
ery he  absconded.  ^  In  the  first  action  he  had  actually  recovered  a  very  fine 
estate,  by  having  forged  an  entry  in  the  parish  registry." 

The  testimony  of  Rkikard  MaUktwiy  Etq.,,  an  eminent  barrister,  examined  by 
the  same  committee,  is  full  of  instruction  upon  the  necessity  of  registration 
foil,  minute,  methodical  and  anthentic.    He  mentions  a  moltttude  of  cases  oc- 
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curring  within  his  own  practice  or  knowled|re,  illustrating  this  necessity.  In 
one  of  these  cases,  an  old  man,  as  witness  in  an  important  ejectment  case, 
swore  that  he  was  101  yean  old :  hut  upon  his  baptismal  register  being  after- 
wards found,  it  appeared  that  he  was  not  above  80  years  old.  Mr.  Matthews 
said  he  thought  it  fully  *^  as  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  titles  and 
lights  of  individuals  to  preserve  a  register  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  as 
it  is  to  preserve  a  register  of  deeds." 

Edgar  Taylor,  Esq,,  another  solicitor,  testified  in  like  manner.  He  likewise 
considered  such  a  system  of  registration  ^  of  the  highest  importance,"  and 
supported  his  opinion  by  reference  to  various  cases. 

"  Take  for  instance,"  said  he,  "  the  late  lamentable  case  of  the  deaths  in  the 
same  house  (by  the  same  accident,)  of  Lord  and  Lady  Walsingham.  It  would 
be  absolutely  necessary  for  many  legal  purposes,  to  know  who  survived.  The 
French  registries  require  the  precise  hour  of  death  and  birth  to  be  inserted." 

Jot^h  Partes,  E§q.,  a  gentleman  of  the  legal  profession  of  extensive  prac- 
tice, concurring  in  these  opinions,  furnished  a  number  of  striking  illustrations 
of  the  indispensable  necessity  of  full  and  accurate  registers  in  all  pedigree 
cases.  Of  the  importance  of  keeping  duplicates  of  the  record,  one  in  the  par- 
iah, and  another  at  the  central  office,  he  produced  some  examples  worthy  of 
particukr  attention.  *<The  Rev.  Mr.  Foley,  the  rector  of  Swinford,  told  me," 
said  Mr.  P.,  ''that  he  once  went  up  stairs  to  fetch  a  register  book  of  older 
date,  and  that,  when  he  came  back,  he  found  the  ink  of  the  book  he  left,  wet, 
and  the  parties  applying  for  extracts  had  altered  the  register.  Another  clergy- 
man detected  an  individual  who  came  to  his  church  with  his  mouth  full  of 
parchment,  nearly  chewed  to  pieces." 

These  are  but  specimens  of  the  numerous  cases  which  might  be  quoted  from 
the  testimony  of  these  and  other  professional  gentlemen. 

(See  the  report  of  the  Parliamentary  Ck>mmittee,  Aug.  1833.) 


Appendix,  D. 

"Pltmpton,  May  16,  1842. 

The  undersigned  was  chosen  town  clerk  of  Plympton,  March  9, 1812,  and 
has  been  annually  re-elected  up  to  the  date  hereof  and  has  recorded  every  birth, 
death,  publishment  and  marriage,  which  has  happened  in  the  town  of  Plymp- 
ton, during  that  period.  He  also  commenced  statistical  tables  in  the  town 
records,  and  has  yearly  set  down  in  those  tables,  the  nmnber  of  birdis,  deaths, 
amoDBt  of  ages,  pobhahmeiiti,  &c.,  and  from  those  tables  4he  following  stats- 
neslsarehsieDOBdeforaimod  of  thirty  yeua,  between  Jwxauerf  1,  1812, 
and  January  1, 1842. 
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The  whoLe  number  of  deaths  in  Plympton,  during  odd  thirty  yean, 
males,  218:  females,  225— total,  44a    The  yearly  average  number  of  deaths 
was  14  23»24.    The  average  age  of  all  the  deceased  peraons,  was  40  years, 

10  months,  and  25  15-24  days.  The  average  age  of  the  males  was  39  years, 
9  months,  and  9  20-24  days.    The  average  age  of  the  females,  was  41  years, 

11  months,  and  28  8-24  days.  Eleven  of  the  afbresaid  foor  hundred  and  forty- 
three  deceased  persons  were  drowned,  viz :  eight  at  sea ;  one  in  Kingston,  one 
in  the  Ohio  river,  and  one  in  Plympton.  But  one  colored  person  was  among 
the  deceased.  Two  persons  committed  suicide— one  shot  himself,  and  the 
other  hung  himselfl  The  ages  of  all  the  deceased  persons  were  obtained  to  a 
day,  except  fifteen ;  and  the  ages  of  these  fifteen  were  obtained  to  a  year,  and 
nine  of  the  fifteen  were  obtained  to  a  month. 

The  whole  number  of  births  in  Plympton,  during  said  thirty  years,  was — 
378  males;  333  females — ^total  711.  The  yearly  average  number  of  births 
was  23  7-10.  There  was  no  colored  person  among  the  births.  There  were 
eight  twin-bom  children,  and  six  illegitimate  children. 

The  whole  number  of  publishments  was  306,  and  163  of  the  couples  pub- 
lished lived  in  Plmypton  after  their  marriage. 

The  number  of  widowers,,  who  married  widows,  was  18.  The  number  of 
widowers,  who  married  single  women,  was  36.  The  number  of  single  men, 
who  married  widows,  was  8. 

During  the  aforesaid  thirty  years,  and  among  the  aforesaid  four  hundred  and 
forty-three  deaths,  there  were, — 

58  under  one  year  old. 

51  one  year  old,  and  under  10. 

37  ten  years  old,  and  under  20. 

39  twenty  years  old,  and  under  30. 

44  thirty  years  old,  and  under  40. 

33  forty  years  old,  and  under  50. 

30  fifty  years  old,  and  under  60. 

35  sixty  years  old,  and  under  70.  ^ 

49  seventy  years  old,  and  under  80. 

49  eighty  years  old,  and  under  90. 

18  ninety  years  <dd,  and  under  100. 

443,  total. 
Accoiding  to  the  State  census  of  1840,  the  population  of  Plympton,  is  861. 
The  population  of  Plympton  continues  about  stationary,  owing  to  removals 
abroad.    There  were  probably  as  many  people  in  Plympton,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war  of  the  revolution,  as  there  are  now,  in  1842. 

LEWIS  BRADFORD, 

Town  Clerk. 
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Appendix,  E. 

AlfDOVER. 

Marriages  are  not  alnrays  solemnized  where  .the  parties  belong.  Individuals 
call  on  a  favorite  clergyman,  in  town  or  out  Frequently  their  returns  are  im- 
perfect—do not  state  v^nart  married,  or  the  year,  month  or  day,  ulkm  biarried. 
The  returns  of  the  settled  clergymen  are  also  very  irregular.  Sometimes  a 
return  is  sent  in,  stating  that  the  following  persons  were  married  the  past  year^ 
without  date  or  month,  or  residence  of  parlies.  Deaths  are  seldom,  I  might 
almost  say,  never  returned.  Births  are  not  returned  agreeably  to  the  law — > 
very  few  within  the  year,  probably  not  exceeding  twelve  in  number.  If  the 
clerk  happen  to  know  the  name  and  date,  he  sets  them  down. 

T  am,  sir,  yours, 

SAM.  JOHNSON,  Jr. 


Fall  River,  June  22,  1842. 
To  the  Secretary  of 

tht  Commonwealth: 

Dear  Sir — Circumstances  beyond  my  control,  have  prevented  me  from 
complying  with  your  respectfiil  request,  relative  to  returns  of  births,  marriages 
and  deaths,  *'  punctually  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  act" 

It  is  no  satisfaction  for  me  to  undertake  any  thing  of  this  kind,  unless  I  can 
arrive  at  something  near  accuracy ;  and  although  I  have  not  accomplished  it  in 
the  present  instance,  yet  I  have  come  nutrer  than  I  anticipated. 

Immediatel]|ppon  the  receipt  of  the  '*  Blank''  and  *^  Instractions,"  I  issued 
the  enclosed  circular  to  each  of  our  phy&icians,  and  also  toothers,  who  practis- 
ed within  the  limits  of  this  town.  (The  circulars  enclose  blanks  to  be  filled 
and  request  cooperation.)  Some  of  the  circulars  were  responded  to  with  the 
right  spirit :  others  were  entirely  disregarded.  I  called  on  such,  and  pressed 
the  subject  upon  their  attention,  personally,  again  and  again.  By  this  means, 
I  ^* extorted^  a  few  additional  returns.  And  I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  say 
that  two  or  three  of  our  principal  physicians  have,  thus  far,  "  neglected  and 
refused  "  U>  give  me  any  information  upon  the  subject, — and  I  am  lefl  to  do 
the  best  I  can,  by  estimation  and  judgment.  Their  reasons  are,  "it  is  too 
much  trouble,  and  correct  statistics  cannct  be  obtained."  Shame  on  their  want 
of  patriotism  and  public  spirit !  It  is  pirtly  in  consequence  of  this,  that  I  have 
not  been  able  to  give  more  names,  &e.,  under  the  head  of  "  Deaths."  I  ac- 
knowledge to  the  world,  that  I  have  not  complied  with  the  letter  of  the  law, 
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and  tm  therefore  liable  to  the  penalty.  The  procrastination  of  othen,  on 
whom  I  was  mainly  dependent  for  the  desired  information,  was  the  cause,  and 
not  a  want  of  ottenlum,  tcCB,  or  dupogUiwn,  on  my  own  part  Even  one  of  our 
senators,  who  assisted  in  making  the  law,  has  rendered  no  assistance  in  its 
execution,  althoui^  an  M.  D. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

B.  EARL, 

Town  Clerk. 


Granbt,  May  90, 1842. 

Dkae  Sim:  —  I  should  like  this  law  better,  had  the  Legislature  said  Jfyril 
Ist,  instead  of  May  1st,  annually.  Because,  first,  the  law  now  provides  the  re- 
turns of  marriages  shall  be  made  annually  in  the  month  of  April,  which  practi- 
cally, i»  from  the  Ist  of  April  in  one  year  to  the  Ist  of  April  in  the  next ;  and, 
of  course,  the  certificates  of  marriages  solemnized  this  year  in  the  month  of 
April,  the  town  clerk  cannot  obtain  until  next  year,  consequently  the  two  laws 
so  interfere  with  each  other,  that  they  cannot  both  be  executed.  Secondly : 
because  the  annual  election  of  town  officers  is  in  the  month  of  March  or  April, 
and  town  records  for  the  year  are  brought  to  a  close  at  the  time  of  their  an- 
nual meetings,  and  the  newly  elected  officers  immediately  assume  the  duties 
of  their  respective  offices ;  and  when  the  office  of  town  clerk  is  changed,  as  it 
very  frequently  is,  it  would  be  impossible  for  such  new  clerk  to  make  out  a 
correct  return,  according  to  the  usual  mode  of  keeping  the  records  in  our 
towns,  which  is  to  enter  the  births  and  deaths  in  the  records  of  the  family  to 
which  they  may  belong,  no  account  of  them,  as  a  whole,  being  kept  by  the 
town  clerk,  except  for  the  purpose  of  showing  their  aggregate  munbers,  on 
which  he  receives  his  fees  for  recording. 

I  would  also  suggest  that  the  act  might  be  amended,  by  striking  out  of  the 
second  line  ( in  your  copy,)  the  words,  "  copy  of  their  record,"  and  substituting 
therefor  the  word  ^  return^  for  it  is  impossible  to  give  an  exact  copy  of  the 
record,  for  these  records,  although  kept  correctly,  are  so  scattered,  and  so  en- 
tered, that  an  exact  copy,  or  transcript,  cannot  be  made.  A  correct  return  may 
be  made,  and  that,  I  suppose,  is  all  that  is  wanted. 

Pleise  excuse  the  liberty  I  have  taken,  in  making  these  remarks,  and  be 

Have  me, 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

WILLIAM  BELOiER. 

9b  HU  Aeratary  ^Oc  CotmMmMaHk 
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TABLE  I. 
SUFFOLK  COUNTY. 


crriESfcTowNsi. 

Popol*n. 

M«rr. 

Bib*. 

Dthf. 

REMARKS. 

fiOfltOD,    - 

Chelsea,  - 

90,383 

2390 

738 
30 

•  19 19J9The  return  for  SuflTolk  was  from  Jan. 

1, 1842  to  Jan.  1, 184a 
62     87 

95,773 

768 

101 

2006 

• 

ESSEX  COUNTY. 


Salem,    - 

15,062 

145 

'. 

287 

Amesboiy,      • 

2471 

8 

11 

11 

Andover, 
Beverly,  - 
Bozford, 
Bndfbrd, 

5207 

4689 

942 

21 

45 

.  10 

10 

35 

40 
10 
49 

50 

72 

8 

43 

One  clerg^an  has  made  no  return 
of  marriages  for  6  years — ^not  20 
births  are  returned  annually,  nor  5 
deaths.  .  I  shall  pay  the  fine  if  ex- 
acted ;  it  would  cost  me  $10  to  col- 
lect the  information. 

Danven, 

5020 

38 

45 

29 

Oeoigetown,   - 

1540 

15 

39 

21 

Gloucester,     - 
Hamilton, 

6350 
818 

52 

9 

105 
22 

82 
16 

riages. 

3000 

33 

• 

40 

Only  22  births  recorded  since  1806. 

Lynn,     - 

9967 

58 

40 

74 

Lynnfield, 

707 

6 

13 

6 

Manchester,    - 

1355 

90 

54 

45 

Marbkhead,   - 

5575 

43 

194 

113 

Mfltfanen^       . 

9251 

98 

65 

99 

IGddletOB.      • 

657 

6 

91 

lal 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ABSTRACT  OF  BIRTHS,  &c.— 1841-42. 


63 


TABLE  I.— Continued. 
ESSEX  COUNTY.— CoRTiMOBD. 


CITlEflATOWNS. 

PopuPn. 

Mnrr.l  Blb«. 

Dlh*. 

REMARK!*. 

Newbiuyport,  - 

7161 

61   296 

114 

Rcxskport, 

2650 

19    74 

52 

Rowley,  - 

VM3S 

4'     16 

1 

10 

Salisbniy, 

2739 

20     30 

37 

SangUB,  - 

1098 

18     30 

22 

Topefield, 

1059 

5       3 

15 

Wenham, 

689 

9,    25 

j 

9 

W.  Newbury,  - 

1560 

10.    25 

16 

85,412 

6831242 

i 
1 

1 

1 

i 

1220 

No  Retunw  from  following  Towns  :— 

Essex,          -        -        1450 
HaverhUl,     -        -        4336 
Newbury,     -        -       3789 

9575 

MIDDLESEX  COUNTY, 


Adon,    - 

1121 

5 

16 

Births  not  recorded. 

Ashby,   -        - 

1246 

17 

36 

23 

BiHerica, 
BozboroYigh,  - 

426 

15 
7 

1 
10 

31 

4 

at  once. 

Brighum, 

1425 

7 

9 

14 

Burlington,      - 
Charlestown,  - 

510 
11,484 

1 
104 

10 
6 

7 

161 

Few  births  recorded,  and  some  not 
publicly  known. 

Concord, 

1784 

13 

6 

44 

Carlisle, 

556 

2 

1 

9 

Supposed  9. 
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TABLE  I.— CoNTimiKD, 
MIDDLESEX  COUNTY.— Cohtwobd. 


CITIES  &  TOWNS. 

PopuPn. 

Marr. 

Bthf. 

Dth«. 

REMARKS. 

Chelmsford,     - 
Cambridge,     - 

1697 
8409 

20 
39 

17 

8 

28 
91 

Not  one  death  returned.  Notice  giv- 
en that  the  Statute  will  be  strictly 
enforced. 

Very  few  names  of  diseases  given. 

Dracut, 

2188 

14 

1 

3 

Groton, 

2139 

17 

45 

42 

Holliston, 

1782 

15 

78 

45 

Hopkinton,      - 

2245 

32 

52 

55 

Lexington, 

1642 

19 

18 

19 

Very  few  returns  made. 

Lincoln, 

686 

2 

15 

13 

Littleton, 

927 

13 

9 

11 

Maiden, 

2514 

22 

8 

19 

Supposed  about  30. 

Marlborough,  - 

2101 

27 

65 

28 

Sudbury, 

1422 

14 

26 

36 

Stoneham, 

1017 

12 

33 

13 

Sherburne, 

995 

2 

22 

17 

Shirley, 

957 

9 

16 

4 

South  Reading, 

1517 

25 

30 

23 

Townsend,      - 

1892 

16 

. 

23 

Births  not  stated. 

Tewkabury,    - 

906 

4 

. 

9 

Births  not  stated. 

Lowell,  - 
Medford, 

20,796 

2478 

366 
14 

20 
100 

421 

29 

Whole  No.  not  ascertained.  Very  few 
names  of  diseases  given. 

Newton, 

3351 

17 

4 

22 

Imperfect. 

Natick,  - 

1285 

8 

6 

16 

Pepperell, 

1571 

14 

29 

18 

Reading, 

2193 

19 

1 

. 

No  returns  of  deaths  have  been  made. 

Tyngjeboioagh, 

870 

9 

29 

14 

Return  made  from  other  loaxoeB  than 
veoora. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ABSTRACT  OP  BIRTHS,  &c— 1841-43. 


6S 


TABLE  L— CoNTiHOBB. 
MIDDLESEX  COUNTY.— Coimifni*. 


CITIES  ft^TOWNS. 

Popol'o. 

Harr. 

Bthi. 

Dth«. 

REMARKS. 

Waylaad, 

«7<IG 

6 

34 

16 

W.  Cambridge, 

1363 

11 

35 

26 

Weston, 

1092 

8 

13 

15 

Wertfoid,       - 

1436 

7 

97 

21 

Wilmington,   - 

859 

10 

33 

17 

Wobium, 
Waltkam, 

2998 
2504 

25 

30 

5 
72 

58 
59 

Few  births  entered ;  clerk  eayB  they 
are  more  important  than  deatha— as 
a  ]rre  dog  i»  belter  than  a  dead  one. 

Wntertown,     - 

1810 

20 

62 

29 

90,819 

1037 

99ii 

1549 

No  Returns  from  following  Towna  :— 

Bedford,          -        -        999 
Dunstable,      -        -        603 
Framin^ham,  -        -      3030 
Somennlle,     - 
Stow,     -        -        .      1890 

5799 
90,819 

Total  in  County,         96,611 

WORCESTER  COUNTY. 


Aahbumham,  - 
AQbam,  - 

1652 
649 

18 
4 

54 
10 

31 
9 

and  deaths  have  been  made. 

Atlu^     .        - 

1591 

18 

50 

35 

Berlin,    - 

763 

1 

8 

12 

Great  remisBness  in  returns. 

Bohon,   -        . 

1186 

4 

27 

18 

BoylatoD, 
Bane,     - 

797 
3751 

7 
21 

8 
73 

14 

40 

Marriages  of  persons   belonging  to 
different  towns  are  sometimes  re- 
tomed  in  both  towns. 

• 

9 
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TABLE   I.— CONTINITED. 

WORCESTER  COUNTY.— CoimmwD. 


CITIi2SA,TOVV    .-\ 

Pupul*ii 

Marr. 

Bthf. 

Dtbi. 

REMARKS. 

Brookfield, 

2472 

19 

• 

52 

Charlton, 

2117 

20 

7 

15 

Very  imperfect 

Douglas, 

1617 

20 

20 

18 

Dana,     - 

691 

4 

• 

10 

No  record  of  births  and  marriages  kejit 

Fitchborg,       - 
Gardner, 

2604 
1260 

23 
14 

7 
54 

I 
23 

Greaf  neglect— notice  given  of  the 
statute. 

Grafton,  - 

2d43 

56 

18 

36 

Imperfect 

Hardwick,       - 

1789 

14 

• 

23 

Will  endeavor  to  get  returns  of  births 
hereafter. 

Holden,  - 

1874 

15 

61 

27 

Harvard, 

1571 

13 

30 

22 

Hubbardston,  - 

1784 

13 

53 

20 

Lancaster, 

2019 

19 

6 

24 

Leicester, 

1707 

7 

55 

31 

Leominster,     - 

2069 

20 

3 

38 

. 

Lunenburg,     - 

1272 

12 

1 

22 

Millbury, 

2171 

16 

61 

23 

Mendon, 

3524 

31 

47 

30 

Milford,  .        - 

1773 

15 

55 

17 

New  Braintree, 

752 

7 

21 

12 

Northbridge,   - 

1449 

16 

20 

13 

Ntb.  Brookfield, 

1485 

15 

40 

29 

Northboroagh, 

1248 

9 

18 

18 

Oxford,  - 

1742 

14 

19 

22 

Oakham, 

1038 

9 

22 

28 

PaxtoB,  - 

670 

6 

15 

12 
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TABLE  I.— CoNTiNUBO. 
WORCESTER  COUNTY.-€«imin;E». 


CITIES^  TOWNS. 

Popal'n. 

Marr. 

Btliii. 

Dthi. 

REMARKS. 

Petenham,      - 

1775 

30 

29 

19 

Princeton. 

1347 

13 

40 

31 

PhiUipstoB,     * 

919 

5 

2 

14 

Very  imperfect. 

Royalston, 

im 

13 

45 

33 

Rutland,         , 

I960 

8 

25 

31 

ShrawsbHiy, 

1481 

13 

6 

31 

Law  greatly  neglected. 

Soathboroagh, 

1145 

10 

27 

19 

Soatfabridge,  - 

3031 

14 

5 

36 

Very  imperfect 

Sterling, 

1647 

14 

10 

5 

Lamentable  neglect 

Sturbridge,     - 

2005 

13 

8 

43 

SuttOBy       - 

Templeton,     - 

3370 
1776 

14 
5 

10 
2 

15 
16 

Returns  mwtl  be  inoonrect  till  there  is 

some  means  of  enforcing  the  law. 
No  returns  of  births  and  deaths  for 

Uxbridge, 

3004 

19 

31 

37 

several  years. 

Upton,    -       . 

1466 

16 

47 

33 

Weatboroogh, 

1658 

16     . 

37 

WestBoyLBton, 

1187 

13-35 

33 

Wertminster,  - 

1645 

13-      5 

j 

13 

Worcerter,     - 

7497 

159      9 

158 

Wanen, 

1390 

13     37 

10 

• 

Webeter, 

1408 

13      9 

3 

Winehaiidon,  - 

1754 

30,    40 

38 

• 

91^57 

i 

9001375 

i 
1 

1387 

No  Returns  from  following  Towns  :— 

Dudl^,        -        -        1353 
Spencer,                      1604 

OQKA 
dlfOD 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


68 


ABSTRACT  OF  BIRTHS,  &c.— 1841-42. 


TABLE    I.— CONTINOED, 

HABIPSHIIlB  COUNTY. 


CITIES  &TOWN8. 

Popul'n. 

filmr. 

Bth*. 

Dtht. 

REMARKS. 

Amherst, 

2550 

21 

77 

49 

Belchertown,  - 

2554 

28 

• 

' 

beginning. 
Very  imperfect ;  great  neglect. 

dmuxuiurtoii,  ** 

1237 

10 

18 

16 

Chesterfield,    - 

1132 

2 

' 

17 

E.  Hampton,  - 

717 

2 

17 

8 

• 

Enfield,  - 

976 

8 

35 

7 

Goshen,  - 

556 

5 

12 

10 

Greenwich, 

824 

7 

11 

11 

Granhy, 

971 

3 

7 

20 

(Vide  return  copied  into  report.) 

Hatfield, 

933 

8 

30 

9 

Hadley, 

1814 

25 

51 

30 

Middlefield,     - 

1717 

4 

89 

11 

Northampton.  - 

3750 

42 

125 

59 

Pelham, 

956 

10 

17 

6 

Prescott, 

780 

8 

15 

12 

South  Hadley, 

1458 

14 

24 

23 

Southampton,  - 

1157 

8 

23 

15 

Westhampton, 

759 

4 

11 

13 

Imperfect* 

Williamsburg, 

1309 

14 

*  25 

15 

Worthington,  - 

1197 

7 

32 

25 

No  record  of  births  and  deaths  kept. 

Plainfield,       - 

910 

9 

• 

•    21 

Entire  neglect  to  make  returns. 

28,257 

239 

619 

377 

No  Returns  firom  following  Towns : — 

Ware,           -        -        1890 
Norwich,       -        -          750  . 

2640 
28,267 

30,807 
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TABLE    I.— CONTINUBD. 

HAMPDEN  COUNTY. 


CrriEBJbTOWNB. 

PopttPn. 

M«rr. 

BtlM. 

Dtlw. 

REMARKS. 

Biimfield,       - 

1419 

11 

• 

16 

Blandfoid, 

14S7 

22 

35 

25 

Chester, 

1632 

10 

10 

15 

little  attention  paid  to  record. 

Holland, 
Longmeadow, - 

423 
1270 

2 

7 

4 
31 

6 
14 

Cleric  hopea  retmnB  will  be  enforced, 
or  law  repealed. 

Ludlow, 

1268 

10 

28 

23 

MonsoD, 

2151 

32 

50 

25 

740 

5 

14 

9 

PalmeT, 

2139 

15 

40 

• 

No  record  of  deaths  by  clerk  or  phy- 

RnflseU, 

955 

5 

9 

6 

sicians. 

Sprmg&ld,     - 

10,985 

173 

• 

48 

Wales,   .        . 

686 

17 

25 

19 

WeatfieM, 
W.  Spiingfield, 

3526 
3626 

24 
18 

• 

56 
11 

No  record  of  births  and  deaths  for  sev- 
eral years. 

VTiIbraliam,    - 

1864 

7 

6 

22 

• 

34,111 

358 

252 

295 

No  Returns  from  following  Towns : — 

Southwick,    -        -        1214 
GranviUe,      -        -        1414 
Tolland,        -        -          627 

3255 
34,111 

Total  in  Coonty,         37,366 
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TABLE  L— CoNTiNOED. 
FRANKLIN  COUNTY. 


CITIES  &TOWNS. 

PopoPn. 

M«rr. 

Bthn. 

Dth«. 

BEMARKS. 

Ashfield, 

1610 

21 

2 

6 

No  attention  paid  to  registering  Birtha. 

Bernardston,   - 

992 

14 

17 

15 

Buckland, 

1084 

6 

2 

18 

/ 

Charlemont,    - 

115J7 

12 

25 

16 

Conway, 

1409 

14 

21 

9 

Deerfield, 

1912 

12 

• 

36 

Nothing  on  town  Record. 

Erving,  - 

309 

2 

3 

4 

GiU,       - 

798 

5 

27 

7 

Greenfield,      - 

1756 

12 

58 

40 

Hawley,- 

977 

2 

22 

14 

Incomplete. 

Leyerett, 

875 

8 

23 

13 

Leyden,  - 

632 

2 

22 

13 

Monroe,  - 

282 

. 

8 

1 

New  Salem,    - 

1305 

11 

35 

24 

Orange,  - 

1501 

9 

40 

30 

Rowe,     - 

703 

4 

15 

6 

Shelburne, 

1022 

6 

24 

11 

Time  for  returns  should  be  altered. 

Shutesbury,    - 

987 

8 

22 

16 

Sunderland,    - 

719 

5 

12 

9 

• 

WendeU, 

875 

3 

21 

12 

Whately, 
Warwick, 
Montague, 

1072 
1071 
1255 

6 
8 
7 

24 

29 

2 

9 
16 
21 

No  Returns  from  following  Towns  :— 

Heath,.        .        .          806 
Northfield,    -        -        1673 
Coleraine,     -        -        1971 

4539 
24,978 

24,273 

177 

454 

353 

Population  in  County,  28,812 
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TABLE   1.— CONTOTOED. 

BERKSHIRE  COUNTY. 


CITIES  fc  TOWNS. 

Popul'n. 

Marr. 

Bthi. 

Dthi. 

REMARKS. 

Alfoid,    - 

481 

3 

9 

5' 

Renkot,  - 

1342 

8 

12 

9 

Clarksburg,     - 

370 

3 

10 

3 

No  birth,  death  or  marriage  on  leoord. 

Dalton,    - 

1255 

8 

31 

18 

No  returns  of  births  or  deaths. 

Egremont, 

1038 

3 

• 

• 

No  returns— shall  comply  hereaAer. 

Florida,"  - 

441 

8 

15 

4 

Gt.  Bairington, 

2704 

11 

68 

30 

Umadale, 

955 

.1 

25 

19 

Lee,        .        - 

2428 

15 

62 

51 

1140 

5 

28 

17 

Lenox,    - 

1313 

6 

. 

1 

No  returns  of  births  or  deaths  made. 

Mt.Wa8hiiigton, 

438 

. 

21 

7 

New  Marlboro', 

1682 

12 

45 

28 

NewAshford,- 

227 

1 

7 

7 

003,         -          - 

1177 

10 

36 

30 

Peru,      - 

576 

6 

13 

13 

Phtafidd, 

3747 

4 

56 

74 

.  - 

Richmond, 

1097 

6 

6 

29 

Suidisfield,     - 

1464 

7 

20 

26 

No  pains  taken  by  citizens. 

Savoy,    -        - 

915 

6 

1 

2 

Stockbridge,   - 
^pringhani, 
Waahington,  - 
WiDiamatown, 

1992 

1477 

991 

2153 

8 

6 

2 

18 

30 

6 

18 

29 

22 

4 

19 

32 

No  Returns  from  following  Towns  : — 

Adams,         -        -        3703 
Cheshire,      -        -          985 
West  Stockbridge,         1448 
Hancock,      -        -          922 
Sheffield,       -        -        2322 
Windsor,      -        -          897 

31,408 

157 

548 

450 

10,277 
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TABLE   I.— CONTINUBD. 

NORFOLK  CXJUNTY. 


CITIES  tTOWNS. 

PopuPn. 

Mum 

Blhf. 

Dthi. 

Bellingham,    - 

1055 

5 

le 

10 

Braintree, 

2168 

V  24 

55 

38 

Brookline, 

1365 

8 

5 

14 

Coh&Bset, 

1471 

19 

23 

19 

Dedham, 

3390 

30 

98 

60 

Dover,    - 

590 

1 

3 

9 

Dorchester,     - 

4875 

44 

34 

86 

Fozborough,   - 

1398 

10 

20 

17 

Franklin, 

1717 

15 

35 

24 

Medfield, 

883 

6 

20 

14 

Medway, 
Needham,       - 

9043 
1488 

33 
14 

7 

36 

2 

23 

Only  3  deaths  and  3  births  returned  for 
2  years. 

Quincy,  - 

3486 

32 

125 

48 

Rozbury, 

9089 

37 

8 

42 

Sharon,  - 

1076 

7 

4 

17 

Stoughton, 

2142 

39 

36 

32 

Wrentham,     - 
Weymouth,     - 

2915 
3738 

17 
31 

120 

55 

Not  one  tenth  births  have  been  retain- 
ed for  10  years,  and  a  smaller  pro- 
portion of  deaths. 

44,619 

370 

645 

510 

No  Returns  firwn  following  Towns  :— 

Canton,         -        -        1095 
Milton,          -        -        1833 
Randolph,     -        -        3313      ' 
Walpole,       -        -        1491 

8531 
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TABLE   1.— COMTIITOBD, 
BRIST<Hi  COUNTY. 


CITIES  Jb  TOWNS. 

Pofml'o. 

Marr. 

Bth» 

tHk, 

BEMARKS. 

3585 

30 

82 

4a 

Beridey,.       - 

886 

10 

20 

M 

DaztllMNld^     - 

4135 
1378 

28 
15 

• 
2 

• 

16 

No  bhtiiB  or  deatha  raoorded  fer  m 
number  of  yean. 

Eaaum,  .       . 

9074 

24 

70 

97 

FanbTea, 

3951 

39 

162 

33 

FaURira,     - 
Maufiald, 

6738 
138d 

84 
19 

375 
49 

€9 
19 

<Retuni  oontaina  aaenaible  letter,  cop- 
ied into  the  report.) 

Natton,  - 

1545 

16 

6 

6 

Pawtocket,     - 

2184 

10 

142 

34 

Phjadana  from   R.   Uand   practise 
here. 

Raynham, 

1329 

4 

1 

31 

lUshoboth,       - 

2169 

34 

45 

33 

Seekonk, 

1996 

23 

25 

35 

Cleik  has  exerted  himaetf  onauooeaa- 
fully. 

Swaaaey, 

1484 

8 

• 

- 

Taunton, 

7645 

43 

5 

sa 

WeMpoiti 

2890 

33 

• 

» 

45^1 

415 

984 

431 

No  Returaa  from  foUowing  Towna  :«*• 

Freetown,  -       -          1779 
New  Bedioid,     -       19,067 
Someiaet,            -          1006 

14,864 

10 
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TABLE  I.— Continued. 
PLYMOUTH  COUNTY. 


CITIE3&T0WNS. 

Pupul'n. 

Mnrr. 

Bth«. 

Dth». 

REMARKS. 

Abington, 

3214 

28 

89 

56 

Carver,  - 

995 

2 

30 

9|  Record  very  imperfect. 

Doxbory, 

2798 

32 

93 

26 

E.  Bridgewater, 

1950 

12 

20 

21 

Halifax, 

734 

7 

21 

13 

Hanson, 

1040 

11 

17 

.     2 

Hull,       -        - 

231 

• 

5 

6 

Hanover, 

1488 

17 

20 

15 

Hingham, 

3564 

24 

117 

57 

Kingston, 

1440 

12 

15 

23 

Middleborough, 

5085 

30 

17 

22 

Marsbfield,      - 

1761 

10 

40 

36 

N.  Bridgewater, 

261G 

20 

76 

5J^ 

Pembroke, 

1258 

8 

6 

9 

' 

Plympton, 

834 

9 

22 

10 

Rochester, 

3864 

19 

, 

, 

Scituate, 

3886 

28 

,46 

63 

complete  next  year. 

W.Bridgewater, 

1201 

13 

32 

12 

Waieham, 

2002 

15 

40 

21 

39,961 

297 

706 

453 

No  Returns  from  following  Towns  :— 

Bridgewater,         -        2131 
Plymouth,     -        -        6281 

7419 
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TABLE  1.— Continued. 
BARNSTABLE  COUNTY. 


CITIES*  TO  W.\S. 

Popul'n. 

Marr. 

Bih.. 

DihiJ                              REMARKS. 

Chatham, 

2334 

28 

60 

44 

Dennis,  - 

2942 

13 

40 

«< 

Eastham, 

955 

8 

27 

23 

Harwich, 

2930 

28 

200 

21 

FalmouUi, 

2589 

24 

60 

29 

Orleans,  - 

1974 

12 

33 

18 

Provinoetown, 

2122 

25 

42 

18 

Sandwich, 

3719 

20 

63 

18 

Troro,    - 

1920 

16 

71 

80 

Wellfleet, 

2377 

13 

45 

35 

Tannouth, 

2554 

29 

48 

47 

No  Retains  from  following 

26,416 

21G 

689 

371 

Towns  :— 

Barnstable,   - 
Brewster, 

4301 
1532 

5893 

NANTUCKET  AND  DUKES  COUNTY. 


Nantucket, 

9012 

102     . 

184 

Chilmark, 

702 

3 

13 

10 

• 

Edgaitown,     - 

1736 

13 

• 

26 

Tisbnry, 

1520 

7 

51 

22 

12^0 

125     64 

242 

.      . 
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RECAPITULATION. 


COUNTIES. 


PopolaUon. 


Suffolk, 

Essex, 

Middlesex, 

woecestee, 

Hampshiee, 

Hamfden, 

FEAinOilN, 

Beekshiee, 

noefolji, 

Beistol, 

Pltmouth, 

Baeestable, 

Dukes, 

Naetuceet, 

Towns  notre- 
tunuogdths. 


9544) 


95,773 
85,412 


100,8191037 


91,357 
28,257 
34,111 
24,273 
31,403 
44,619 
45,301 
39,961 
26,416 


9012 


Man. 


768 

683 


900 
239 
358 
177 
157 
370 
415 
297 
216 
23 
102 


nth*. 


101 

1242 

992 

1275 

619 

252 

454 

548 

645 

984 

706 

689 

64 


660,67257428471 
^,183 


1  doftih  to 
642,4891(67  iohab, 


Dlhi, 


2006 

1220 

1549 

1287 

377 

295 

353 


510 
431 
453 
371 

58 
184 


9544 


Populft'n  of 
town*  mak 
ing  DO  Ret*a 


9575 
5792 
3956 
2640 
3255 
4539 


450      10,277 


8521 

14,864 

7412 

5823 


76,654 
660,672 


737,326  Popdation  of  State,  (ezdo- 
sive  of  uniDcorp^d  placok) 
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OCCUPATIONS,  &c.  OF  ADULT  MALES. 


TABLE   H. 


OCCUPATION. 

1 

t3 

s 

o 

B 

o 

8 

g 

a 
8 

3 

s 

S 

8 

B 

T 

1 

Ill 

Army  Officer, 

1 

i 
1 

1     55 

Baker,    -        - 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

; 

9     42 

Blacksmith,    - 

4 

5 

4 

3 

6 

9 

3 

34     57 

Butcher, 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

39 

Cabinet-maker, 

8 

2 

2 

2 

14 

38 

Carpenter, 

8 

11 

10 

22 

16 

13 

9 

4 

2 

95 

62 

Chaise-maker, 

2 

1 

3 

38 

Clergyman,    - 

3 

2 

2 

3 

2 

2 

14 

55 

Clerk,    - 

1 

13 

4 

1 

1 

4 

2 

26 

38 

Coachman,     - 

1 

1 

2 

45 

Cooper,  - 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

9 

52 

Cordwainer,    - 

2 

25 

17 

14 

15 

11 

8 

7 

1 

4 

104 

46 

Currier,  - 

1 

5 

1 

3 

2 

12 

50 

Engineer, 

1 

• 

2 

3 

35 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

13 

49 

Gentleman,    - 

1 

. 

1 

3 

5 

47 

Hatter,  - 

1 

2 

2 

5 

67 

Laborer, 

5 

35 

30 

34 

25 

25 

24 

10 

2 

3 

193 

49 

Landlord,       - 

2 

3 

2 

1 

8 

51 

Lawyer, 

2 

2 

4 

1 

3 

12 

56 

3 

3 

2 

4 

1 

1 

14 

46 

Manufacturer, 

1 

11 

5 

6 

1 

2 

26 

35 

Mariner, 

5 

64 

38 

19 

16 

9 

14 

4 

1 

6 

176 

39 

Mason,  - 

1 

5 

4 

3 

2 

3 

1 

1 

20 

41 
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TABLE   II— CONTINDBD. 


OCCUPATION. 

5 

8 
3 

6 

3 

8 
S 
9 

8 
3 

sr 

g 

3 
S 

S 

s 

ii 

a 
S 

t 
1^ 

1 

lit 

Merchant,      - 

9 

7 

5 

6 

2 

3 

1 

39 

50 

MiUer,  -        - 

I 

1 

2 

4 

47 

Oeder,   -        - 

4 

1 

5 

27 

Painter,  - 

1 

4 

• 
1 

1 

3 

2 

12 

41 

Paper-maker,  - 

2 

1 

3 

41 

Pauper,  - 

1 

1 

4 

5 

1 

2 

1 

15 

56 

Phjucian, 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

7 

61 

PUot,      -        - 

1 

1 

1 

3 

55 

Printer,- 

3 

2 

5 

37 

R.R.  Contractor 

. 

1 

1 

45 

Saddler, 

1 

1 

1 

3 

61 

Sulmaker,      - 

1 

1 

1 

3 

45 

Ship-builder,  - 

1 

1 

2 

70 

StonO'CQtter,  - 

4 

1 

2 

1 

8 

49 

Stodent, 

11 

1 

12 

30 

Tailor,  - 

.4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

10 

54 

Teacher, 

3 

2 

2 

2 

9 

38 

Teamrter,      - 

2 

2 

45 

Tinworker,     - 

3 

3 

25 

Tn^cr,-        - 

1 

6 

'8 

8 

5 

2 

4 

34 

45 

Victualler,      - 

1 

2 

1 

1 

5 

51 

Wheelwright, 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

9 

61 

3 

41 

30 

50 

84 

102 

162 

126 

36 

36 

660 

66 

ArtiaBni,nuidry 

3 

2 

5 

6 

8 

2 

3 

29 

46 

23 

278 

204 

ld5 

218 

226 

^ 

177 

51 

48 

1687 
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INDEX. 


Showing  under  what  names  some  of  the  causes  of  Death^  noted 
in  the  Returns,  have  bee?i  arranged. 

Endemic,  &c.  Diseases.  ScarUdtna ,  Scarlet  Fever,  Throat  Distemper, 
Canker  Rash.  Fever ;  Congestive  Fever,  Inflammatory  Fever.  Bilious  Fr- 
ver ;  Black  Vomit 

Nekvous  System.  Brotn ;  Disease  of  Brain,  Complaint  of  Brain.  Jnflam, 
of  Brain ;  Brain  Fever,  Arachnitis.  Dropsy  in  Head ;  Hydrocephalus,  Drop- 
sy on  and  in  Brain,  Water  on  Brain.  Palsy;  Paralysis.  Chorea;  St  Vitus' 
Dance.    Tetanus;  Lockjaw. 

RESPiRAToaT  Oroaiis.  Inflam,  of  Larynx ;  LBiyngitis.  kyiam.  of  Lungs; 
Pneumonia,  Pneumonitis,  Lung  Fever,  Abscess  of  Lungs.  Croup ;  Cynanche 
trachealis.  Pleurisy ;  Pleuritis,  Inflam.  of  Pleura.  Dropsy  qf  Chest ;  Hydro- 
thorax,  Water  in  Chest  Asphyxia;  Sufibcation.  Consumplion;  Phthisis 
pulmonalis. 

Digestive  Organs.  In/Zam.  of  Bowds ;  Enteritis.  Inflam.  of  Stomaxh ; 
Gastritis.  Inflam,  of  Peritoneum ;  Peritonitis.  Inflam.  of  Liver ;  Hepatitis, 
Black  Jaundice.    Stoppage ;  Stricture  of  Rectum,  Ossification  of  (Esophagus. 

Organs  of  Circulation.    Ir^am.  of  Feins ;  Phlebitis. 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat.  Hemorrhage ;  Hemoptysis,  Hemateme- 
sis.  Hematuria,  Melena,  Bleeding  at  nose.  Dropsy ;  Ascites,  Dropsy  of  Ovary. 
Mortiflcation ;  Gangrene.  Scrofula;  Scurvy,  Disease  of  Mesenteric  Glands. 
Tumor;  Disease  of  Prostate  Gland,  Disease  of  Ovary.  Debility;  Weakness. 
Casually ;  includes  Accidents  generally.  Old  age ;  Decay.  IniemperwMt ; 
Delirium  tremens.    Suicide ;  felo  de  se. 

Urinary  and  Genital  Organs.    Inflam.  qf  Kidneys;  Nephritis. 
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SECOND 

ANNUAL    REPORT 

TO  THB 

LEGISLATURE  : 

UNDER  THE  ACT  OF  MARCH,  1842,  RELATING  TO  THE 

REGISTRY   AND  RETURNS 

OP 

BBTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS 

IN 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

FOR  THE   YEAR  ENDING   MAY   Ist,   1843. 

BY  JOHN  A.  BOLLES, 
segbetabt  of  tee  commonwealth. 

'Dmemm.'hmVf   1848* 


So  0t  0  It: 

PUTTON    AND  WENTWORTH,  STATE    PRINTERS. 

1848. 
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G  

Secretary's  Office,  Dec.,  1843. 

To  the  President  of  the  Senate 

and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following  Report  and  Tables, 
prepared  in  conformity  to  the  Act  of  1842,  "  relating  to  the  Reg- 
istry and  Returns  of  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths." 

REPORT. 

The  duty  of  the  Secretary,  under  the  Registration  Act  of 
1842,  is  twofold^  and  relates  1st,  to  the  Town  Clerks ;  and  2d, 
to  the  Legislature. 

I.      As  RELATING  TO  THE  ToWN  ClERKS. 

The  Secretary  is  directed  to  prepare  and  furnish  to  the  town 
clerks  blank  forms  of  returns,  in  accordance  with  the  details  of 
the  act ;  to  accompany  those  forms  with  the  needful  ezplana- 
^^  tions  and  instructions  ;  and  generally  to  do  whatever  may  be 
required  to  carry  into  effect  all  the  objects  and  provisions  of  the 
several  laws  which  relate  to  this  matter. 

In  discharging  this  portion  of  my  duty,  I  prepared  and  for- 
warded to  the  clerk  of  every  town  and  city  a  blank  form  of 
return  in  April  last,  accompanied  with  the  following  Circular 
Letter  of  instructions,  and  the  forms  therewith  connected  : 
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{Circular.) 
COMMONWEALTH  OP  MASSACHUSETTS. 


Secretart's  Office,  Boston,  April  10th,  1843. 
To  the  Totm  Clerk: 

Sir, — In  conformity  with  the  Act  of  March  3,  1842,  (which 
is  hereto  annexed,)  I  transmit  herewith  a  blank  form  of  Return 
of  the  Births,  Marriages  eipd  Deaths,  which  shall  have  occurred 
in  your  town  for  one  year,  ending  May  1,  1843.  The  manner 
in  which  this  blank  is  to  be  filled  up  and  signed,  needs  no  ex- 
planation. The  Return  must,  by  law,  be  made  during  the 
month  of  May,  or  the  Clerk  incurs  the  penalty  of  $10  for  neg- 
lect. Last  year  35  towns  neglected  to  make  Returns.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  present  year  may  find  every  Clerk  prompt  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duty. 

Besides  filling  the  enclosed  blank,  the  law  requires  every 
Town  Clerk  to  send  to  the  Secretary,  at  the  time  above  named, 
a  certified  cofpy  of  his  record  of  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths 
for  the  year. 

You  will,  therefore,  please  forward  an  exact  and  certified 
copy  of  your  record.  Nothing  short  of  this  can  be  taken  to  be 
a  proper  compliance  with  the  requisitions  of  the  Statute ; — ^and 
from  nothing  else  can  any  safe  conclusions  be  drawn  in  regard 
to  needful  reforms  in  our  system  of  registration. 

In  keeping  your  records  for  another  year,  you  will  find  it 
expedient  and  convenient  to  record  the  Births,  Marriages  and 
Deaths  in  separate  volumes — ruled  for  the  purpose.  I  enclose 
a  specimen  of  the  manner  in  which  each  volume  might  be  tuled 
and  kept  so  as  to  furnish  the  information  desired  by  the  law, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  enable  you,  each  year,  to  prepare  a  clear 
and  intelligible  copy  of  the  record. 

The  Town  Clerks  will  find,  on  looking  into  the  Revised  Stat- 
utes, (Chapters  15th  and  75th,)  that  the  citizens  are  bound  to 
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make  returns  to  them  of  all  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths.  An 
increased  attention  to  these  legal  requirements  will  be  the  natu- 
ral result  of  a  proper  effort  on  the  part  of  town  officers  to  en- 
force the  law.  There  is  not  a  town,  probably,  in  the  Common- 
wealth, which  has  not,  at  the  present  time,  a  just  claim  of  hun- 
dreds of  dollars^  upon  delinquent  parents,  &c.  A  few  exactions 
of  the  penalty  would  give  imiversal  efficacy  to  the  statute,  and 
result  in  great  and  general  benefit. 

Regarding  this  matter  as  one  of  great  importance,  I  trust  that 
you  may  coincide  in  my  opinion,  and  do  all  in  your  power  to 
perfect  your  record  and  return. 

I  am,  very  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  BOLLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth* 


An  Act  relating  to  the  Registry  and  Returns  of  Births^  Mar- 
riages  and  Deaths. 

Sect.  1.  The  Clerks  of  the  several  towns  and  cities  in  the 
Commonwealth  shall,  annually,  in  the  month  of  May,  transmit 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  a  certified  copy  of  their 
record  of  the  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths  of  all  persons  with- 
in their  respective  towns  and  cities,  which  may  come  to  their 
knowledge ;  shall  state  the  number  of  Births  and  Marriages, 
and  the  number  of  Deaths,  with  the  name,  sex,  age,  (and  if  an 
adult  male,  the  occupation,)  and  the  names  of  the  diseases  of 
which  all  persons  have  died,  or  are  supposed  to  have  died,  to- 
gether with  the  cause  or  causes  of  the  death  of  all  such  deceas- 
ed persons,  so  far  as  they  may  be  able  to  obtain  a  knowledge 
of  the  same  from  physicians  or  others ;  and  any  Clerk  who 
shall  neglect  to  make  such  Return,  shall  be  hable  to  a  penalty 
of  ten  dollars,  to  be  recovered  for  the  use  of  any  town  or  city 
where  such  neglect  shall  be  proved  to  have  existed. 

Sect.  2.  The  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  prepare 
and  furnish,  to  the  Clerks  of  the  several  towns  and  cities  in 
this  Commonwealth,  blank  forms  of  returns,  as  herein  before 
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specified,  and  shall  accompany  the  same  with  such  instructions 
and  explanations  as  may  be  necessary  and  useful ;  and  he  shall 
receive  said  returns,  and  prepare  therefrom  such  tabular  results 
as  will  render  them  of  practical  utility,  and  shall  make  report 
thereof  annually  to  the  Legislature,  and  generally  shall  do  what- 
ever may  be  required  to  carry  into  effect  the  objects  of  this  Act, 
and  of  the  several  provisions  of  the  Revised  Statutes  not  incon- 
sistent with  this  Act. 


FORM  OP  RECORD  OF  MARRIAGES. 

No. 

Date 
of  Mar- 
riage. 

Names  of  both  Qroom  and  Bride. 

Ages  of 
each. 

Color  of 
each. 

The  Town  to  which 
Marriage. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
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IX 


FORM  OF  RECORD  OF  BIRTHS. 


Christiaaand  Sirnames  of 
Child. 

The  Names  of  the 
Parents. 

Sex  of  the 
child. 

Date  of 

No. 

Male 

Female 

Birth. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
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la  reply  to  this  circulax,  wd  thfi  form  of  retura  which  weo^ 
with  it,  I  received  returns  from  238  towns  during  the  month  of 
May,  and  from  67  towns  at  a  later  date ;  so  that  in  all  295 
complied  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  to  a  greater  or  less 
extent.  From  thirteen  towns,  with  a  population  of  26,105,  no 
returns  had  come  in  when  the  tables  were  prepared.  This  is  a 
decided  gain  upon  the  preceding  year,  when  thirty-Jive  towns, 
with  a  population  of  76,654,  were  delinquent 

In  compliance  with  my  directions  many  town  clerks  sent  ex- 
act copies  of  their  records.  But  there  is  no  uniform  method  of 
keeping  these  records,  and  some  are  so  kept  that  copies  cannot 
be  furnished. 

I  felt  great  doubt  as  to  my  authority  to  direct  or  prescribe  a 
uniform  method  of  registration  ;  but  as  the  circular  will  show, 
I  suggested  a  form  which  might  be  conveniently  adopted,  and 
urged  it  upon  the  attention  of  town  clerks. 

These  municipal  officers,  as  a  body,  seem  deeply  interested 
in  the  subject  matter  and  object  of  the  laws  relating  to  births, 
marriages  and  deaths.  But  they  uniformly  complain  of  the 
defects  in  those  laws,  and  the  general  disregard  of  their  provi- 
sions. And  their  complaints  are  well  founded.  For  my  own 
views  upon  this  subject,  I  would  respectfully  refer  the  Legisla- 
ture to  my  first  Report,  made  in  Feb.  1843.  For  the  views  of 
the  town  clerks,  an  examination  may  be  made  of  their  letters 
contained  in  the  tabular  portion  of  thisi  report,  (pp.  12-31.)  I 
would  also  refer  to  the  elaborate  and  very  valuable  communi- 
cation of  Lemuel  Shattuck,  Esq.,  which  follows  the  tables,  and 
exhibits  the  results  of  that  gentleman's,  researches  upon  the  en- 
tire subject  of  Vital  Statistics. 

IL    As  asLiXCNo  TO  TUB  Leoislature. 

The  law  requires  the  Secretary  to  receive  the  returns  made 
by  the  town  clerks,  and  prepare  therefrom  such  tabular  results 
as  will  render  them  of  practical  utility,  and  make  report  there- 
of to  the  Legislature,  and  generally  to  do  whatever  may  be  re- 
quired to  accomplish  Ae  desigit  of  the  laws. 

In  obedience  to  this  portion  of  the  act,  after  consultation  with 
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various  scientific  gentlemen,  I  have  prepared,  or  caused  to  be 
prepared,  either  in  this  office  or  under  the  direction  of  a  mem- 
ber of  the  medical  faculty,  the  tables  which  are  hereto  annexed, 
and  which  are,  perhaps,  as  good  a  result  as  could  reasonably 
be  expected  from  such  imperfect  returns  as  have  been  received. 

The  first  Table  (p.  1,)  exhibits  in  separate  lists  the  various 
towns  which  have  made  returns,  in  season  or  out  of  season,  or 
which  have  wholly  failed  to  comply  with  the  law.  It  will  be 
perceived  that  all  the  towns  in  the  several  counties  of  Suffplk, 
Essex,  Norfolk,  Dukes  and  Nantucket  have  made  returns,  while 
all  the  other  counties  are  more  or  less  delinquent. 

The  second  Table  (p.  5,)  contains,  firsts  a  general  statement 
of  the  whole  number  of  marriages,  births  and  deaths  contained 
in  the  returns,  county  by  county,  giving  the  entire  population 
of  each  county  from  the  U.  S.  Census  of  1840,  and  the  number 
of  people  in  each  county  employed  in  the  different  leading  oc- 
cupations and  pursuits,  and  the  population  of  towns  that  have 
made  no  return;  and  second^  (p.  6-11,)  a  detailed  statement  of 
the  population  of  each  town  in  Massachusetts,  with  the  whole 
number  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths  recorded  in  each  during 
the  year  ending  May  1,  1843. 

The  second  portion  of  this  table  contains  abundant  foot-notes, 
which  will  reward  a  careful  examination. 

ITie  third  part  of  table  2d  contains  the  aggregate  of  births, 
marriages  and  deaths  for  the  two  years  of  1841-2  and  1842-3, 
and  exhibits  the  comparative  numbers  of  each  class  of  facts  for 
those  two  years.  Then  follow  several  letters  from  town  clerks, 
containing  practical  hints,  or  facts,  worthy  of  notice. 

The  third  Table  (p.  32,)  is  a  synopsis  of  those  whose  occu- 
pations are  given  by  the  town  clerks  in  their  returns  of  deaths, 
showing  their  ages,  and  the  approximate  average  longevity  of 
each  occupation. 

Table  f CUT  (p.  36,)  exhibits  by  counties  the  number  of  deaths, 
male  or  female,  returned  for  each  month  in  the  year,  and  the 
age  at  which  every  such  death  occurred,  with  a  recapitulation 
(p.  48,)  showing  the  whole  number  of  deaths  returned  as  hav- 
ing occurred  in  each  month  for  the  whole  State. 
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Table  Jive,  prepared  by  A.  A.  Gould,  M.  D.,  contains  a  clas- 
sification of  the  causes  of  deatli  stated  in  the  returns,  arranged 
by  counties. 

Table  six,  prepared  by  the  same  able  and  careful  hand,  is 
another  nosological  classification,  and  shows  in  what  seasons 
of  the  year,  and  at  what  periods  of  life,  each  particular  disease 
proved  fatal. 

Next  after  the  tables  follows  the  communication  of  Mr.  Shat- 
tuck,  to  which  reference  has  been  already  made. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  again  beg  leave  to  express  the  convic- 
tion that  until  some  changes  shall  be  made  in  the  existing  laws, 
no  Secretary  can  reasonably  expect  to  obtain  returns  which 
will  be  of  much  practical  utility. 

Hoping  that  this  most  interesting  and  important  subject  will 
be  made  the  subject  of  special  consideration  by  the  Legislature, 

I  am,  with  the  highest  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  BOLLES,  Secretary. 
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BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS. 


TABLE  I. 

Exhilnting — 1.  A  LUl  of  Toumi  uhich  made  Rdunu  wiUdn  the  preseribed  pe- 
riod: 

2.  A  Lid  of  Touma  from  uMck  Rdunu  were  received  cffler  the 

prescribed  period : 

3.  Hie  JSTames  of  Towns  which  failed  to  make  Rehams  before  this 

Report  was  prepared : 

4.  RecapUuIaHon, 


1. — List  of  Tomns  which  made  Returns  within  the  time  pre^ 

scribed  by  law. 


SUFFOLK. 

MIDDLESEX. 

MIDDLESEX— OmitnU 

Boeton, 

Acton, 

Stow, 

d-Chelsea. 

Aflhby, 

Tewksbury, 
Townsend, 

Bedford, 

ESSEX. 

BiUerica, 

Waltham, 

Amesbuiy, 

Boxborougfa, 

Wayland, 

Beverly, 

Brighton, 
Burtin^n, 

Westford, 

Boxford, 

Weston, 

Danvers, 

Cambndge, 

Wilmington, 

Georgetown, 

Charlestown, 

Wobum, 

Gloacester, 

Chelmsford, 

38-Somerville. 

Hamilton, 

Concord, 

Havertiill, 

Dracnt, 

WORCESTER. 

Ipswich, 

Dunstable, 

Ashbomham, 

Lynn, 

Framingham, 

Athol, 

Lvnnfield, 
Manchester, 

HoUiston, 

Auburn, 

Lincoln, 

Barre, 

Marblehead, 

Littleton, 

Berlin, 

Methnen, 

Lowell, 

Boylston, 

Middleton, 

Maiden, 

Charlton, 

Newbuiy, 

Marlborooffh, 

Dana, 

Newbofyport, 

Medford, 

Dooglas, 
Dodley, 

Rockport, 

Natick, 

Rowley, 

Newton, 

Fitchborg, 

Salem, 

Pepperell, 

Gardner, 

Saliabniy, 

Reading, 

Grafton, 

Topsfield, 

Sherborne, 

Hardwick, 

iVenhani, 

Shirley, 

Holden, 

24-WestNewbiify. 

Sooth  Reading, 

Hobbardston, 
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BIETHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS. 


BARNSTABLE— Gm'd 

BARNSTABL&^Cwi'ii 

DUEE'S-^CbfOmucd. 

Brewster, 

WeUfleet, 

3-Tisbuiy. 

CliathaiD, 

9-Yannouth. 

Eastham, 

NANTUCKET. 

Orleans, 

DUKE'S. 

l-Nantucket 

Provincetown, 

Chilmark, 

Sandwich, 

Edgartown, 

238 

.a. 

2.— Lw/  of  Towns  which  have  tnade  Returns  since  May  31 ,  1843. 


ESSEX. 

HAMPSHIRE. 

BERKSHIRE— Otmfci. 

Andover, 

Chesterfield, 

Sandisfield,       kUer. 

Bradford, 

Hatfield, 

7-Mount  Washington. 

Eisez, 

Northampton, 

i-Saugus. 

Prescott, 

NORFOLK. 

5-Worthington. 

Canton, 

BODDIiESEX. 

Franklin, 

Carlisle, 

HABiPDEN. 

Sharon, 

Groton, 

Russell, 

Walpole, 

TiRxington, 

Southwick, 

S-Wrentham. 

Stonenam, 

3-Westfield. 

Sodbniy, 

BRISTOL. 

Tyngsborough, 

FRANKLIN. 

Easton, 

7-We8t  Cambridge. 

Ashfield, 

Mansfield, 

Bockland, 

3-New  Bedford. 

WORCESTER. 

Conway, 

Bolton, 

Deerfield, 

PLYMOUTH. 

Harvard, 

Leyerett, 

Abington, 
Hingnam, 
Middleborough, 

Tiancaster, 

6-Warwick. 

Millbury, 

Northboroofi^, 

BERKSHIRE. 

4~Rochester. 

Northbridge, 

Becket, 

Phillipston, 
Southborough, 

Clarksburg, 

BARNSTABLE. 

Egremont, 

Dennis, 

Stiirbridge, 

Lonesborough, 

Falmouth, 

10-Uxbridge. 

New  Ashford, 

3-Harwich. 

3. — List  of  Towns  which  have  made  no  Returns. 

Hoi^unton  and  Watertown,  in  Middlesex;  Brookfield,  in  Worcester; 
Hadley,  in  Hampshire;  Palmer,  in  Hampden;  Greenfield,  in  FftAifKLUi; 
Adams,  Cheshire  and  Windsor,  in  Berkshire  ;  Freetown  and  Westport,  in 
Bristol;  Hanson,  in  Plymouth;  and  Truro,  in  Barhstabls:  In  all,  13 
Towns. 
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4. — Recapiiulatum. 


No.  of  TowM 

No.  of  Towns 

" 

from  which 

from  which 

Number  of 

Names  of  Towoa 

CODNTlEa 

Retaroi  wera 

Retornahave 

Towns  which 

Total. 

which  hhve  not 

reeeired  on  or 

been  receired 

have  not  made 

made  Return*. 

before  May 
31,  1843. 

since  May  31. 

Returns. 

Suffolk,      . 

2 

•            • 

•           • 

2 

Hopkinton. 

Essex, 

24 

4 

•                   a 

28 

Watertown. 

Middlesex, . 

38 

7 

2 

47 

Brookfield. 

Worcester,. 

44 

10 

1 

55 

Hadley. 

Hampshire,. 

17 

5 

1 

23 

Palmer. 

Hampden,  . 
Franklin,    . 

14 

3 

1 

18 

Greenfield. 

19 

6 

1 

26 

Adams. 

Berkshire,  • 

20 

7 

3 

30 

Cheshire. 

Norfolk,      . 

17 

5 

•        • 

22 

Windsor. 

Bristol, 

14 

3 

2 

19 

Freetown. 

Plymouth,  . 

16 

4 

1 

21 

Westport 

Barnstable,. 

9 

3 

1 

13 

Hanson. 

Duke's  County,    . 

3 

,         , 

•        • 

3 

Trura 

Nantucket, . 

1 

•         • 

•        • 

1 

•              • 

238 

57 

13 

308 

13 
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BIRTHS,  MABiUAGES  AND  DEATHa 


TABLE  n.- 

-DXTAILXD  StaTKHXHT, 

Ciiiea  uid  Towm. 

PopvPn. 

Marr. 

Bths. 

Dth«. 

Cities  Md  Towm. 

Popnl'ii. 

Mar. 

Btlis. 

Dthi. 

SUFFOLK. 

MIDDLESEX. 

Boston,'     -    - 

93,383 

776 

4 

2230 

Acton,«     -    - 

1121 

11 

. 

10 

Chelsea,*  -    - 

2390 

8 

87 

113 

Ashby,     -    . 

1246 

14 

20 

23 

Bedford,  -    • 
Billerica,"      - 

929 
1632 

7 
6 

7 
4 

21 
25 

95,773 

784 

91 

2343 

ESSEX. 

Bozboroufh,** 
Brighton,"     - 
Burlingtxin,"  - 
Cambndge,*' 

426 

9 

10 

5 

Amesboiy,     - 

2471 

23 

22 

^, 

1425 

7 

5 

18 

Andover,   -    - 

5207 

37 

21 

64' 

510 

4 

. 

12 

Beverly,'   -    - 

4689 

39 

51 

97| 

8409 

53 

19 

154 

Boxfonl,    .    - 

942 

12 

5 

6 

Carlisle,   -    - 

556 

1 

7 

5 

Bntdford,  -    - 

<^^ 

7 

26 

26; 

Charlestown, 

11,484 

107 

20 

200 

Danvers,    -    - 

5020 

33 

13 

15 

Chehnsford,  - 

1697^ 

9 

18 

3 

Essex,*      .    . 

1450 

7 

29 

90, 

Concord,  -    - 

1784 

6 

6 

26 

Geor^town,  - 

1540 

25 

36 

10 

Dracut,     -    • 

2188 

8 

5 

12 

Gloucester,*    - 

6350 

52 

211 

83 

Dunstable,     - 

608 

6 

5 

6 

Hamilton,  -    - 

818 

8 

13 

16 

Framingham, 

3030 

20 

12 

16 

Haverhill,  -    - 

4336 

38 

3 

2 

Groton,     -    - 

2139 

19 

59 

36 

Ipswich,    -    - 

3000 

16 

4 

45 

Holliston,»*    - 

1782 

13 

63 

40 

Lynn,«  -    -    - 

9367 

29 

41 

116 

Hopkinton,    - 

2945 

• 

- 

- 

LVnnfield,  -    - 
Manchester,   - 

707 

6 

23 

11 

Lexington,"  - 
Lincoln, 

1642 

11 

1 

. 

1355 

10 

54 

26 

686 

1 

8 

8 

Marblehead,  - 

5575 

39 

169 

104 

Littleton,  -    - 

927 

7 

12 

10 

Methuen,  -    • 

2251 

24 

65 

28i 

Lowell,     -    - 

20,796 

363 

7 

439 

Middleton,      - 

657 

3 

13 

14' 

Maiden,   -    - 

2514 

4 

39 

18 

Newbury,  -    - 

3789 

17 

49 

42 

Marlb(m>ugh, 

2101 

20 

64 

25 

Newbury  port. 

7161 

63 

167 

139 

Medford,**     . 

2478 

25 

106 

27 

Rockport,'      - 

2650 

23 

87 

56 

Natick,     -    - 

1285 

10 

31 

25 

Rowley,    -    - 

1203 

11 

11 

15| 

Newton,"     - 

3351 

23 

2 

32 

Salwn,.    -    - 

15,082 

147 

486 

285 

Pepperell^     - 

1571 

16 

21 

18 

Salisbury,  -    - 

2739 

34 

43 

57, 

Reading,  -    - 

2193 

21 

59 

36 

Saugus,     -    - 

1098 

13 

30 

35 

Sherburne,**  - 

995 

10 

27 

22 

Topsfield,-    - 

1089 

4 

5 

35 

Shirley,    -    - 

957 

10 

18 

13 

Wenham,  -    - 

689 

7 

22 

9; 

Somerville,**  - 

2 

7 

18 

W.  Newbury, 

1560 

15 

25 

22 

S.  Reading,  - 

1517 

13 

60 

23 

1 

Stoneham,*)  - 
Stow,  -    -    - 

1017 
1230 

7 

6 

11 

94,987 

742 

17241421' 

12 

2 

1 

1  Ur.  McClearj,  the  city  clerk,  thinks  that 
the  registration  year  should  coincide  with 
the  political,  and  complains  that  births 
are  not  returned  for  record. 

*  See  Appendix.  In  this  town  the  names 
of  persons  deceased  are  entered  on  the 
record  alphabetically^  thus  occasioning 
groat  embarrassment  m  preparing  the  va- 
rious Tables. 

•  '*  The  No.  of  births  probably  136.*' 

4  No  return  last  year.    See  Appendix. 

*  See  Appendix. 

*  The  return  does  not  state  the  number  of 
deaths,  but  there  are  116  specified  by 
name.  The  clerk  complains  that  the  law 
is  disregarded. 

7  The  facts  contained  in  this  return  were 
obtained  by  personal  visitation  and  in- 
quiry by  Mr.  I^ool,  the  town  derk. 

•  The  clerk  oomplauu  of  a  want  of  returns 
to  him. 

•  Same  as  in  Acton. 


'0  Same  as  in  Acton  and  Billerica. 

>  Ditto. 

»  Ditto.  The  clerk  thinks  the  Act  should 
oblige  some  person  to  complain  of  delin- 
quents. 

"  See  Appendix. 

'«  "Great  delinquenqr  on  th«  part  of  pa- 
rents, &€." 

^  The  entire  return  is  in  the  ApModix. 

^<  For  the  letter  of  the  town  de A,  see  Ap- 

17  l^fp^  'j^  ^o.  of  deaths  probably  60, 
and  of  births  still  larger." 

•  The  return  is  founded  on  inftimation 
collected  by  the  clerk. 

^*  Population  included  in  Charleatown, — 
supposed  1960.  No  census  has  been 
taken  since  Somerrille  was  incorporated. 

»  The  real  No.  of  birtbs  probably  as  many 
as  33.  Only  one  death  was  actually  re- 
ported to  town  clerk.  Last  year  he  eol- 
lected  the  fiwts  himself. 
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TAffliE  n^-CotcToama. 


/ 


Gttlee  mad  Towm. 

Poponi. 

Mur. 

Btht. 

Dlhs. 

Cities  aad  Towm. 

Popnl'n. 

Mwr. 

BthM. 

Dthfl. 

Sudbury,   -    - 

1423 

14 

15 

30 

N.Braintree,- 

752 

5 

6 

6 

ToZSS?''  I 

906 

7 

4 

10 

Northborongb, 

1248 

7 

9 

31 

1892 

11 

. 

32 

Northbridge,- 

1449 

8 

30 

17 

T>g»boro?,«  - 
Waltham, 

870 

6 

34 

15 

N.BrookfiQld,8 

1485 

13 

3 

33 

3504 

36 

31 

39 

1038 

6 

84 

15 

Watertown,    - 

1810 

. 

• 

. 

Oxford,"   -    - 

1743 

17 

19 

31 

Wayland,  -    - 

wTtHi 

13 

38 

16 

Paxton,     -    - 

670 

9 

5 

. 

W.Cambridge, 

1363 

19 

37 

33 

Petersbam,    - 

1775 

30 

3 

36 

Wertford,'      - 

1436 

9 

17 

39 

Phi1Up0too,">  - 

919 

5 

13 

17 

WefltoD,    -    - 

1093 

9 

36 

31 

Princeton,     - 

1347 

5 

4 

17 

Wilmington,^ 

859 

13 

15 

13 

Royalston,     - 

1667 

13 

6 

17 

Wobum,    -    - 

2993 

39 

3 

43 

Rutland,  -    - 

1360 

11 

37 

15 

Shrewsbury,  - 
Soutfaborough, 

1481 

9 
1 

39 

12 

106611 

1032 

930 

1598 

Jl*tC7X 

1145 

33 

13 

WORCESTER. 

Southbridge," 

3031 

18 

58 

35 

Ashbnmham,  - 

1653 

18 

44 

33 

Spencer,  -    - 

1604 

32 

36 

38 

Athol,  .    .    - 

1591 

13 

49 

37 

Sterling,"      - 

1647 

17 

9 

81 

Aabom,     •    - 

649 

6 

3 

8 

3005 

13 

4 

33 

Barre,   -    -    - 

2751 

31 

75 

41 

Sutton,     -    - 

3370 

19 

7 

30 

Berlin,  -    -    - 

763 

6 

13 

17 

Templeton,   - 

1776 

19 

13 

28 

Bolton,      -    - 

1186 

11 

43 

31 

Upton,      -    - 

1466 

19 

56 

25 

Boylston,  -    - 

797 

9 

9 

15 

Uxbridge,      - 

3004 

10 

51 

31 

Brookfield,     - 

3473 

. 

• 

. 

Warren,   -    - 

1390 

5 

35 

18 

CShailton,  -    -. 

3117 

30 

35 

89 

Webster,-    - 

1403 

8 

31 

15 

Dana,   -    -    - 

.  691 

19 

34 

14 

Westboro',"  - 

1658 

33 

30 

33 

S^^*:: 

1617 

17 

33 

16 

W.Boylston, 

1187 

8 

33 

18 

1353 

5 

33 

12 

Westminster, 

1645 

14 

13 

30 

Fitchburg,      - 

3604 

90 

88 

37 

Wincbendon, 

1754 

19 

41 

35 

Gardner,    -    - 

1360 

13 

31 

30 

Worcester,    - 

7497 

84 

44 

144 

Grafton,     -    - 
Hardwick,      - 

2943 

47 

19 

35 

24 

1789 

50 

35 

95,313 

835 

1543 

1369 

Harvard,    -    - 

1571 

13 

30 

21 

HAMPSHIRE. 

Holden,     -    - 

1874 

17 

46 

25 

Amherst,"     - 

3550 

18 

78 

65 

Hubbai^dston, - 

1784 

37 

52 

24 

Belchertown, 

3554 

45 

40 

36 

Lancaster, 

8019 

13 

36 

89 

Chesterfield,  - 

1133 

4 

6 

13 

Leicester,  -    - 

1707 

18 

38 

26 

Cummington, 

1237 

2 

11 

15 

Leominster,*  - 

3069 

14 

45 

40 

Easthampton," 

717 

7 

13 

16 

Lunenburg,    - 

1372 

7 

9 

19 

Enfield,    -    . 

976 

6 

39 

15 

Mendon,    -    - 

3534 

10 

4 

38 

Goehen,    -    - 

556 

4 

13 

13 

MiHbrd,     -    - 

1773 

36 

72 

37 

Granby,    -    - 

971 

3 

11 

36 

Millbury,'-    . 

3171 

14 

58 

13 

1  Greenwich,    - 

834 

9 

30 

10 

>  The  vetom  ia  not  certified  by  town  derk. 

*  ^'Dmiiig  the  last  six  months  more  births 
hare  been  entered  upon  the  record  than 
had  been  recorded  for  forty  years  before." 

^  The  births  were  probably  more  nomer- 
ons.    It  is  difficoJt  to  get  returns. 

« *' There  hare  been  but  few  births,  deaths 
or  marriages  recorded  for  ten  years.'' 

*  See  Appendix  of  Letters. 

*  The  town  clerk  suggests  a  provision  of 
law  that  erery  town  clerk  who  makes  a 
conect  return  DC  paid  therefor  •5.00. 

'The  derk  perambulated  the  town  to  ob« 


tain  the  materials  of  his  return,  and 
states  that  it  would  be  cheaper  for  him 
to  pay  the  fine  of  910  than  to  make  the 
requisite  returns  and  copies. 

s  See  Appendix. 

*  Obtained  by  actual  Tisit  and  inquiry  by 
the  clerk. 

^  The  same  remark  as  in  Oxford. 

"  See  letter  of  town  clerk. 

»«  Ditto. 

>*  See  Appendix. 

'4  See  Appendix. 

>^  No  record  has  ever  been  kept.    See  App. 
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BIRTHS,  MARBIAGES  AND  DEATHS. 
TABLE  IL— Coimntm. 


Cititt  and  Towns. 

Popol*n. 

Man, 

Bthi. 

Dths. 

Citiei  and  Townt. 

Popnl'n. 

Marr. 

BtlM. 

Dtlit. 

Hadley,     -    - 
Hatfield,    -    - 

1814 

_ 

, 

, 

Bernardston,^ 

992 

4 

22 

8 

983 

16 

21 

11 

Buckland,'    - 

1084 

8 

. 

. 

Middlefield,    - 

1717 

6 

15 

10 

Charlemont,>o 

1127 

6 

34 

20 

Northampton,  - 

3750 

16 

87 

94 

Coh»ine,»»     - 

1971 

6 

78 

20 

Norwich,   -    - 

750 

8 

18 

10 

Conway,"-    - 

1409 

9 

8 

17 

Pelham,     -    - 

956 

13 

8 

7 

Deerfield,"    - 

1912 

8 

. 

44 

Plainfieldj.    - 

910 

14 

23 

14 

Erving,"  -    - 

309 

- 

1 

8 

Preacott,    -    - 

780 

8 

10 

7 

Gill,    -    .    . 

798 

6 

17 

20 

South  Hadley, 

1458 

15 

40 

31 

Greenfield,    - 

1756 

- 

- 

- 

Southampton,' 

1157 

11 

23 

18 

Hawley,  -    - 
Heath,*^    -    - 

977 

3 

10 

10 

Ware,* 

1890 

19 

1 

42 

895 

4 

20 

10 

759 

3 

11 

14 

Leverett,  -    - 

875 

10 

10 

17 

Williamsburg, 

1309 

19 

23 

22 

Leyden,    -    - 

632 

12 

20 

5 

Worthington,' 

1197 

10 

34 

30 

Monroe,   -    - 

282 

- 

10 

6 

Montague,"  - 
New  Salem,  - 

1255 
1305 

2 
11 

9 

18 

30,897 

256 

535 

518 

12 

HAMPDEN. 

Northfield,"  - 

1673 

1 

21 

3 

Blandford,-    - 

1427 

17 

42 

26 

Orange,    -    - 

1501 

6 

7 

14 

Brimfield,  -    - 

1419 

6 

2 

30 

Rowe,      -    - 

703 

7 

19 

14 

Chester,     -    - 

1632 

19 

25 

14 

Shelburne,**  - 

1022 

4 

16 

25 

Granville,  -    - 

1414 

7 

. 

26 

Shutesbuiy,  - 

987 

10 

3 

4 

Holland,    -    - 

423 

2 

1 

. 

Sunderland^  - 

719 

9 

8 

10 

Longmeadow, 
Ludlow,     -    - 

1270 

3 

7 

25 

Warwick, 

1071 

11 

12 

29 

1268 

9 

24 

21 

Wendell,**     - 

875 

13 

20 

15 

Monson,    -    - 

2151 

34 

28 

52 

Whateley,     - 

1072 

7 

15 

9 

Montgomery,  - 

740 

8 

8 

8 

Pahner,      -    - 

2139 

- 

. 

- 

28,812 

176 

354 

358 

RuaseU,     -    - 

955 

2 

4 

6 

BERKSHIRE. 

Southwick,*    - 

1214 

11 

32 

21 

Adams,     -    - 

3703 

- 

. 

. 

Springfield,'   - 

10,985 

128 

none 

none 

Alford,     .    - 

481 

2 

9 

11 

ToUand,*  -    - 

627 

4 

7 

15 

Becket,     -    - 

1342 

8 

12 

13 

Wales,  -    -    - 

686 

4 

18 

20 

Cheshire,.    - 

985 

. 

. 

- 

Westfield,-    - 

3526 

23 

66 

53 

Clarksburg,  - 

370 

2 

9 

4 

W.  Springfield, 

3626 

16 

1 

29 

Dalton,     -    - 

1255 

6 

37 

14 

Wilbraham,    - 

1864 

6 

3 

11 

Egremont, 
Florida,    -    - 
Gt  Barrington, 

1038 
441 

4 

16 

Q 

11 
2 

37,366 

299 

268 

357 

2704 

3 

m 

15 

FRANKUN. 

Hancock,  -    - 

922 

. 

7 

13 

Ashfield,^  -    - 

1610 

19 

4 

20 

Hinsdale,-    - 

955 

4 

27 

16 

'  See  Appendix. 

*  The  entire  retum  is  in  the  Appendix. 
"'*  I  ana  deaths 


*  No  record  is  kept  of  births 

*  Ditto. 

*  This  the  town  clerk  certifies  to  be  the 
whole  record  of  this  town  of  more  than 
10,000  inhabitants  I    See  Appendix. 

*  The  same  Remarks  as  in  Soathwick. 

7  No  attention  is  paid  to  making  returns 

of  deaths  or  births  to  the  town  clerk. 
6  Same  as  above.    "  Town  clerks  should 

be  paid  for  making  returns." 
'  No  record  has  been  kept. 
^^  "  Many  marriages  are  solemnized  in  V t." 
**  No  record  of  births  or  dths.  has  been  kept. 
>*  "  Only  one  clergyman  has  made  a  return 
of  marriages.*'  **Bat  little  attention  is 
given  by  parents  to  making  retains." 


»  "  No  return  of  deaths  to  town  clerk." 

*4  "Great  neglect  through  the  town.  No 
return  of  marriages  or  deaths,  and  only 
one  birth." 

**  See  Appendix. 

••  "  The  law  is  disregarded." 

17  "  Great  remissness  in  making  returns." 

IS  "  There  is  not  more  than  one  in  ten  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  aware  of  the 
existence  of  the  law  requiring  them  to 
make  a  return  of  births  and  deaths."— 
"  Until  the  law  is  altered,  and  then  en- 
forced by  adequate  penalties,  the  returns 
cannot  be  relied  on." 

1*  The  clerk  complains  of  great  neglect  of 
the  law,  and  says  that  the  remedy  is  for 
the  Legislauue  "  to  canae  the  fines  to  be 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS. 
TABLE  II.— CoiiTiiiUKD. 


CiUM  Md  Townt. 

PopoPn. 

Marr. 

Bib*. 

Oih^. 

Citi»«  iind  Tuwna. 

PupnPn. 

Marr.    fltii*. 

Dibt. 

Lanesborottffh, 

1140 

8 

„ 

11 

Sharon,     -    - 

1076 

8'      1 

2<S 

Lee,      .    .    - 

2428 

15 

57 

36 

Stoughton,     - 

2142 

261     - 

6 

Lenox,  -    -    - 

1313 

4 

G 

13 

Walpole,  -    - 

1491 

1^'       1 

25 

MtWashingt'n, 

438 

1 

12 

5 

Weymouth,   - 

•   3738 

39,       7 

17 

New  Ashford, 

227 

2 

2 

3 

Wrentliam,*  - 

2915 

23 

13 

16 

N.  Marlboro',  - 
Otis,     .    -    - 

1682 
1177 

4 

15 
23 

7 

53,140 

407 

445 

682 

Peru,     -    -    - 

576 

2 

12 

19 

BRISTOL. 

Pittofield,  .    - 

3747 

4 

51 

51 

Attleborough,* 

3585 

26 

3 

1 

Riehmond,     - 

1097 

4 

12 

10 

Berkley,*  -    - 

886 

10 

20 

13 

Sandisfield,    - 

1464 

5 

1 

. 

Dartmouth,    - 

4135 

24 

2 

1 

Savoy,  .    .    . 
Sheffield,  -    - 

915 

4 

1 

1 

Dighton,  -    - 

1378 

7 

- 

22 

2322 

10 

. 

48 

Easton,     -    - 

2074 

12 

4 

1 

Stockbridge,  - 

1992 

. 

. 

Fairhaven,^    - 

3951 

47 

170 

35 

TyiiD^ham,    - 

1477 

4 

8 

6 

Fall  River,"  - 

6738 

120 

307 

135 

Washington,  - 
W.  Stockb'dge, 

991 

3 

24 

11 

Freetown,      - 

1772 

- 

, 

. 

1448 

9 

2 

10 

Mansfield,'    - 

1382 

11 

3 

23 

Windsor,  -    - 

897 

. 

• 

. 

N.  Bedford,io 

12,087 

90 

5 

- 

Williamstown, 

2153 

10 

33 

31 

Norton,     -    - 

1545 

9 

11 

5 

Boston  Corner,* 

65 

• 

- 

- 

Pawtucket,"  - 

2184 

14 

- 

- 

TLnvnhAm  ^*     - 

1329 

4 

3 

26 

41,745 

121 

344 

387 

XVOl  1  IJIIIlIu,            ~ 

Rehoboth,      - 

2169 

35 

46 

31 

NORFOLK. 

Seekonk,"     - 

1996 

13 

. 

1 

Bellingham,    - 

1055 

11 

19 

24 

Somerset,  -    - 

1005 

4 

1 

2 

Bfftintree,  -    - 

2168 

24 

27 

23 

Swanzey,**    - 

1484 

17 

. 

- 

firookline,  -    - 

1365 

5 

6 

8 

Taunton,  -    - 

7645 

54 

1 

64 

Canton,'     -    - 

1995 

11 

7 

19 

Westport,      - 

2820 

- 

- 

- 

Cohasset,  -    - 

1471 

8 

31 

28 

Dedham,    -    - 

3290 

31 

96 

63 

60,165 

497 

576 

360 

Dorchester,     - 

4875 

46 

13 

80 

PLYMOUTH. 

Dover,  -    -    - 

520 

3 

3 

15 

Abington, 

3214 

37 

120 

64 

Foxborough,  - 

1298 

7 

43 

37 

Bridgewater,  - 

2131 

15 

65 

37 

Franklin,   -    - 

1717 

9 

30 

21 

Carver,     -    - 

995 

7 

10 

15 

Medfield,  -    - 

883 

6 

9 

16 

Duxbury,  -    - 

2798 

35 

52 

33 

Medway,    -    - 
MUton,'     .    . 

2043 

23 

6 

24 

E.  Bridgewater, 

1950 

11 

54 

23 

1822 

12 

7 

50 

Halifax,    -    - 

734 

5 

22 

14 

Needham,-    - 

1488 

7 

8 

28 

Hanson,    -    - 

1040 

- 

- 

- 

Quincy,     -    - 
Randolph,-    - 

3486 

20 

4 

46 

Hanover,  -    - 

1488 

13 

47 

10 

3213 

23 

107 

64 

Hingham, 
Hull,  -    .    - 

3564 

29 

102 

55 

Roxbury,  -    - 

9089 

49 

7 

44 

231 

1 

5 

1 

V 


*  No  retnro  reqaired. 

*  See  Appendix. 

*  Sec  Appendix. 
^  See  Appendix. 

'"Great  inaltentioQ  is  manifested  in  re- 
eard  to  making  returns  of  births  and 
deaths  to  town  clerk." 

*  The  clerk  suggests  the  importance  of  re- 

?[niring  parents  and  others  to  make  more 
requent  and  speedy  returns  to  the  town 
clerk. 
'  The  returns  of  marriages  are  not  made  to 
town  derk  in  season  for  his  return  to  the 


Secretary. 
■  Sec  Appendix. 
•  No  births  or  deaths  returned  to  town 

clerk.    He  relies  on  other  information. 
"*  See  Appendix. 
"  No  birtns  and  deaths  returned  to  town 

clerk. 
»•  "  Returns  very  imperfect." 
w  The  clerk  estunates  the  deaths  at  40  and 

the  births  at  60.    28  couples  have  been 

published. 
>«  No  births  and  deaths  returned  to  town 

clerk. 
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TABLE  IL— CoifTfflCBD. 


Citiaii  and  Towns. 

Popul'n. 

Mftrr. 

Bihi. 

Dth«. 

Cities  and  Towns. 

Popul*n.  Marr. 

Bibs. 

Dthfl. 

Kingston,  -    - 
Marshfield,'    - 
Middleborough, 
N.BridgewatV,« 
Pembroke,*     - 
Plymouth,*      - 
Plymplon,*      - 
Rochester, 
Scituate,    -    - 
Wareham,  -    - 
W.  BridgewV 

1440 
1761 
5085 
2616 
1258 
5281 
834 
3864 
3886 
2002 
1201 

10 
30 

32 
20 

7 
20 

5 
35 
19 
13 
12 

30 

45 
25 
85 
31 
34 
20 
65 
35 
46 
30 

35 
55 
13 
52 

30 
57 
18 
34 
60 
25 
12 

Harwich,  -    - 
Orleans,   -    - 
Provincetown, 
Sandwich,     - 
Truro,-    -    - 
Wellfleet,'    - 
Yarmouth,     - 
Marshpee,»  - 

DUKE'S. 

Chihnark,-    - 
Edfifartown,   - 
Tisliury,  -    - 

NANTUCKT. 

Nantucket,"  - 

D.  c.  and  If. 

TOTAL,    - 

2930 
1974 
2122 
3719 
1920 
2377 
2554 
309 

42 
19 
24 
14 

10 
11 

47 
45 

85 
89 

20 
61 

11 

26 
59 
18 

32 
51 

32,548 

702 
1736 
1520 

223.  454 

7     12 
12*    34 

llj    55 

397 

8 

BARNSTA'L. 

Barnstable,     - 
Brewster,  -    - 
Chatham,  -    - 
Dennis,^     -    - 
Eastham,"  -    - 
Falmouth,  -    - 

47,373 

4301 
1522 
2334 
2942 
955 
2589 

356 

25 
11 
22 
19 
7 
19 

923 

18 
22 
5 
48 
14 

643 

26 
26 
70 
21 
21 
36 

26 
22 

3958 
9012 

30  101 
59  462 

56 
195 

12,970 

89 

563 

251 

1  See  Appendix. 

*  *'  A  true  return,  so  far  as  I  have  been 
'    able  to  obtain  information.'' 

'  The  people  make  few  or  no  returns. 

*  See  Appendix. 

'  In  this  town  the  record  is  kept  with 
great  care,  but  the  people  make  no  re- 
turns to  the  town  clerk.  That  officer 
collects  it  himself,  with  a  fidelity  worthy 
of  all  praise. 

*  See  Appendix. 

^  "  It  is  customary  for  the  town  clerk  to 
ffo  through  the  town  and  collect  the  in- 
formation himself.'* 


8  "  The  registration  laws  are  so  loose  and 
vague,  tnat  our  citizens  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  disobeying  them  altogether." — 
"  I  haTe  applied  personally  for  the  infor- 
mation this  year,  expecting  that  our  next 
Legislature  will  alier  and  amend  the 
laws." 

'  "  Physicians  should  be  compelled  to  make 
returns  of  deaths  and  the  causes  of 
death." 

^^  No  return  reauired. 

11  **  The  abore  I  believe  to  be  a  correct  list, 
as  near  as  I  can  collect  them  from  phy- 
sicians and  sextons."    - 
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▲OORBGATE, 

Shomng  (he  uihoU  number  of  Deaths  j  ^  returned  for  the  tu)o  years  of 
1842  and  1843. 
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APPENDIX. 


Boston,  May  31, 184a 
Dear  Sir, — ^I  herewith  send  you  the  return  of  the  births,  marriages  and 
deattis,  in  the  city  of  Boston,  as  received  and  recorded.  In  the  return  of  mar- 
riages the  names  are  not  given,  as  it  is  impossible  to  record  and  give  a  copy  of 
the  same  within  the  time  prescribed  by  law.  The  statute  requires  the  clergy- 
men and  magistrates  who  solemnize  marriages,  to  return  a  list  of  the  same 
yearly,  in  the  month  of  April,  which  some  do ;  but  the  most  of  them  not  until 
May,  and  many  of  them  late  in  the  month,  and  some  in  the  succeeding  months. 
It  would  be  better  to  have  the  returns  begin  the  1st  of  January  and  close  the 
3l6t  December,  in  each  year,-^then  they  would  be  more  perfect 

The  recording  of  births  is  very  much  neglected  by  parents.  A  whole  fam- 
ily of  children  is  often  brought  in,  and  a  record  made  of  them  after  the  lapse 
of  twenty  years  and  more. 

The  marriages,  births  and  deaths  have  been  kept  in  separate  books  in  this 
city  ever  since  the  establishment  of  the  city  government,  and  for  many  years 

before  that  time. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  McCLEARY,  City  CUrL 

John  A.  Bolles,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  fAe  CommonweaUk,  fyc 


Essex,  May  27, 1643. 

Dear  Sir, — In  obedience  to  your  instructions,  and  in  conformity  to  the  Act 
of  March  3,  1842, 1  herewith  transmit  the  annual  return  of  births,  marriages 
and  deaths,  which  have  taken  place  in  the  town  of  Essex  during  the  year  end- 
ing May  1,  1843,  also  a  certified  copy  of  the  clerk's  record  of  the  same ;  but 
the  record,  of  which  I  now  forward  a  transcript,  is  one  made  by  me  since  the 
first  of  the  present  month.  I  was  chosen  to  the  office  of  clerk  the  present 
year,  for  the  first  time,  and  found  by  examining  the  record  that  htU  seven  hirths 
and  eleven  deaths  had  been  recorded  for  eii:,hteen  years ;  none  the  past  year. 

Immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  your  circular  of  April  10, 1  posted  notices 
in  different  parts  of  the  town,  stating  the  substance  of  the  Act  of  March  3, 
1842,  also  of  the  section  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  requiring  parents  and  otliers 
to  give  notice  to  the  clerk,  &c.,  and  earnestly  requested  all  those  in  whose 
families  there  had  been  any  birth  or  death  the  past  year,  to  furnish  me  with 
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the  nacowaiy  inlbnnalioii,  on  or  before  a  gi^en  time,  whkh  time  came  and 
passed,  bat  no  attention  whatever  was  paid  to  the  requirements  of  law,  or  to  the 
reqaest,  except  in  a  veiy  few  instances.  I  have  since,  by  aid  of  the  sexton, 
physician  and  others,  ascertained  in  what  families  there  had  been  any  births 
or  deaUis,  and  by  visiting  the  parents  or  friends  myself,  (in  almost  eveiy  in- 
stance,) have  obtained  from  them  the  facts  as  now  recorded,  which  I  believe  to 
be  minutely  coirect,  but  don't  know  tBhdker  nidk  a  record  will  be  considered  au- 
HanJUcy  ornoL 

The  transcript  of  the  marriage  record  herewith  forwarded,  does  not  furnish, 
perhaps,  all  the  information  you  might  desire  or  expect,  but  I  shall  endeavor  to 
have  it  in  better  shape  another  year.  The  acts  requiring  a  record  to  be  kept, 
and  an  annual  return  to  be  made,  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  will,  I  doubt 
not,  be  attended  with  much  general  benefit ;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  aome  new 
law  wQl  he  necatary  to  compel  parenia  and  others  to  furnish  town  clerks  with 
the  necessaiy  information  and  in  the  proper  time.  The  present  law  upon  that 
point  is  with  us  a  dead  letter,  and  will  probably  remain  so,  as  there  seems  to 
bene  disposition  to  heed  it  at  all ;  mdeedjthtre  wa»  iome  unwillingneas  mamjeiir 
ed  to  give  the  dak  the  needful  u^ormation  t^Ur  he  had  travelled  »ome  mUee  to 
oUainiL 

I  hope.  Sir,  if  the  law  of  March  3, 1842,  is  to  remain  in  force,  that  some 
new  act  will  be  passed,  which  will  awaken  parents  and  others  to  a  sense  of 
their  duty. 

Excuse  the  liberQr  I  have  taken  in  addressing  these  lines  to  you,  and  accept 
the  assurance  of  my  esteem. 

A.  L.  BURNHAM,  Town  Clerk. 

To  Joan  A.  BoiXBS,  Esq.,  Seattary  of  (he  CommonweaWL, 


GLOucESTsn,  May  27, 1843. 
Jobh  a.  B0LI.X8,  Esq. :    Dear  Sir, — ^T  have,  with  much  pains,  been  able 
to  obtain  the  information  comprised  in  the  foregoing  return.    *    •    • 

*    *    *    It  is  my  wish  that  some  more  compulsory  law  should  be  enacted 
to  remedy  the  eviL 

I  am,  Sir,  your  humble  servant, 

WM.  SAVILLB,  Town  Clerk. 


CAMBRineB,  May  21, 1843. 

To  Uie  Secretary  qf  (he  CommonweaUh : — Enclosed  you  have  certain  returns, 
required  by  law.  They  are  less  perfect  than  could  be  desired,  but  as  perfect 
as  I  have  the  means  to  make  them.  The  town  records  came  into  my  custody 
but  a  few  weeks  since,  and,  during  the  interval  which  has  elapsed,  other  pub- 
lic and  imperative  duties  have  prevented  me  from  rendering  them  more  com- 
pleta  I  purpose  to  procure  immediately  a  new  set  of  record-books,  and  to 
take  eoch  measores  to  easoie  fan  and  perfect  records,  as  shall  enable  myself. 
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or  my  saccesBor,  to  approach  much  more  nearly,  in  1844,  to  the  degree  of  ac- 
cnracy  contemplated  by  the  atatate. 

Respectfiilly,  &c  LUCIUS  R.  PAIGE. 


CHELMSFORD. 

As  it  is  impossible  to  give  anything  like  a  fbll  retnm,  a  specimen  only  is 
here  given,  which  is  sufficient  to  show  the  nutnner  in  which  entries  are  made. 
Deaths  are  recorded  in  the  same  way.  It  has  been  customary  for  many  years 
to  make  the  entries  of  marriages  by  recording  the  certificate  of  the  clergyman 
or  magistrate,  just  as  given  in ;  of  course  there  is  a  variety  of  forms  used.  The 
maniagesy  I  doubt  not,  are  all  returned  in  mnneform. 

Last  year  I  spent  considerable  time  in  trying  to  collect  the  necessary  mate- 
rials to  form  as  correct  a  return  as  possible.  Tlda  year  I  have  confined  myself 
lehoUy  to  the  returns  received.  My  reasons  for  doing  so  are  briefly  these :  as  I 
had  advertised  in  four  public  places,  in  as  many  different  sections  of  the  town, 
previous  to  making  my  return  last  year,  stating  the  substance  of  the  statute, 
and  the  duties  and  forfeitures  of  parents,  guardians  and  town  clerks,  under  its 
provisions;  also  urging  the  faithful  discharge  of  its  duties  on  the  part  of 
parents,  in  order  to  enable  others  to  discharge  their  duty ;  and  as  there  has 
been  such  a  gross  neglect  on  their  part,  especially  as  it  concerns  deaths,  I 
thought  it  was  best  that  the  proper  department  should  know  the  exact  state  of 
things  as  they  now  exist,  though  by  so  doing  I  should  subject  myself  to  the 
penalty  of  the  law.  I  have  no  other  apology  to  offer  for  the  neglect  of  my 
duty  than  what  is  implied  in  the  foregoing. 

E.  F.  WEBSTER,  Town  Clerk. 


LEXmGTOJ^. 

Number  of  Births  as  per  record, 1 

Number  of  Marriages  as  per  record,    -        -        -        -  11 

Number  of  Deaths  as  per  record,    .        -        -        .        .  — 

Information  derived  from  other  sources  than  records,  show  that  there  has 
been  at  least  twenty-three  deaths  during  said  year — diseases  or  cause  of 
death  to  roe  imknown. 

The  number  of  births  to  me  unknown.  I  posted  notice  the  last  year,  re- 
questing the  inhabitants  to  bring  in  the  number  of  births,  deaths,  dz^c,  but  to 
no  purpose. 

It  appears  to  me,  if  the  secretary  of  state  should  furnish  the  several  town 
clerks  in  the  state,  with  blanks,  to  be  posted  up  in  several  places  in  each  town, 
with  the  law  attached  to  the  same,  that  the  object  might  be  attained. 
A  true  copy  of  record.    Attest : 

JOHN  MULLIKEN,  TWh  CMu 
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MxDFORD,  May  30, 184a 

Sir, — ^Yoar  circular  of  April  10, 1843,  as  also  copy  of  report  submitted  to 
the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  Feb.  97,  1843,  concerning  the  registry  of 
bizths,  marriages  and  deaths,  were  duly  received  and  examined.  The  sugges- 
tions contained  in  each  I  consider  very  appropriate  and  needful,  calculated  to 
excite  more  general  regard  to  the  subjects  referred  to,  which  seem  to  have 
been  almost  lost  on  public  attention  for  the  last  half  century. 

Our  own  town  records  show  a  very  decided  and  declining  neglect  from  about 
the  year  1800  to  1834,  in  which  year  a  new  town  clerk  was  elected,  (Mr.  Wm. 
D.  Fitch,)  who,  amongst  other  reforms  just  coming  into  vogue  at  that  time, 
called  upon  the  inhabitants  (at  the  same  time  publishing  the  old  law,  with  re- 
gard to  registration,]  to  walk  up  and  do  the  needful,  and  the  result  was  a  very 
general  return  of  births  and  deaths  which  had  occurred  in  previous  years. 

In  1636, 1  had  the  honor  to  be  elected  clerk  of  Medford,  at  which  time  the 
Revised  Statutes  were  published,  and  some  alteration  being  made  therein  of 
the  registry  laws,  I  issued  a  notice  relative  thereto,  and  a  large  number  of  en- 
tries of  births  and  deaths  were  consequently  made,  which,  however,  annually 
continued  to  lessen  till  1841,  in  which  year  only  ten  births  and  deaths  were 
entered  for  record  at  my  office. 

On  the  receipt  of  the  circular  of  the  secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  rela- 
tive to  the  returns  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  by  town  clerks,  under  the 
Act  of  March,  184S,  I  posted  notices,  and  called  upon  physicians  and  others, 
in  order  to  glean  what  I  could  from  these  sources,  to  make  up  a  return  in  com- 
pliance with  the  law,  but  the  information  sought  was  not  very  fully  responded 
to,  either  from  a  lack  of  interest  by  community  in  the  subject,  or  from  want  of 
data  by  physicians  to  fill  the  blanks  which  I  placed  in  their  hands — ^therefore 
the  return  made  by  me  was  incomplete. 

The  present  year,  on  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  instructions,  I  caused  a 
circular  (a  copy  of  which  I  shall  enclose,)  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  each 
family  in  town,  the  result  of  which  has  been  the  entering  of  a  considerable 
number  of  births  and  deaths  over  former  years,  many  of  which  occurred  in 
isrevious  years. 

Your  suggestion  that  the  exaction  of  the  penalty  for  neglect  would  give  effi- 
cacy to  the  statute,  dus.,  I  have  duly  considered,  and  doubt  not  would  produce 
the  desired  effect  in  many  instances.  But,  Sir,  in  a  community  like  ours,  the 
laws  being  generally  regarded  when  known,  and  the  doctrine  of  persuasion 
predominating  very  largely  over  coercion,  I  deemed  it  most  expedient  to  re- 
newedly  notify  the  inhabitants  of  their  liabilities,  before  enforcing  the  law, 
which  I  shall  now  feel  at  liberty  to  do  in  any  known  case  of  neglect 

I  have  delayed  making  the  accompanying  returns  to  this  late  period,  in 
order  to  obtain  as  much  information  on  the  subjects  referred  to  as  possible,  and 
yet  they  are  quite  unsatisfactory,  so  far  as  regards  births  and  deaths.  Physi- 
cians, to  whom  I  am  mainly  indebted  for  a  list  of  deaths,  do  not  always  know 
the  age  of  their  patients,  and  in  many  caae^  of  adult  males  not  even  their  oc- 
ciqitttioiw. 
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If  no  other  alteration  of  our  {nresent  registration  laws  are  made,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  object  contemplated  by  them  would  be  promoted  by  making  it 
the  duty  of  physicians  to  make  returns  to  town  clerks  of  all  deaths  occurring 
in  their  practice,  with  the  particulars  required  by  the  existing  statute. 

Your  remarks  in  report,  on  the  laws  of  the  commonwealth  concerning  regis- 
tration, are  to  the  point,  and  must  be  acquiesced  in  by  every  candid  mind. 

The  outlines  of  a  statute  to  regulate  corporate  registration,  as  sketched  and 
submitted  in  your  report,  I  fully  approve ;  being  clearly  stated,  may  be  readily 
understood  by  all  classes  in  community ;  the  penalties  annexed  for  neglect  are 
such  as  would  be  likely  to  cause  every  one  to  avoid  their  infliction,  especially 
if  a  moiety  of  thejine  should  go  to  the  informant  or  prosecutor. 

The  forms  prescribed  for  registration  are  such  as  should  be  adopted,  if  an 
alteration  in  the  law  is  made  agreeably  to  your  views. 

The  forms  of  entry  in  the  town  of  Medford  books  of  record,  are  such  as  an- 
swer the  present  requirements  of  law,  which  appear  to  me  very  far  short  of  the 
design,  and  certainly  inadequate  to  furnish  the  desired  information  which  your 
plan  contemplates,  and  which  the  growth  and  mixed  character  of  the  popula- 
tion of  the  country  requires  to  be  collected,  for  general  and  important  purposes. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

OUVER  BLAKE,  Toum  CUrk  of  Medford, 

John  A.  Bollbs,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  the  Comnumwedtth  q/*  Ma$8* 


Natick,  May  15, 184a 

Hon.  John  A.  Bolles  :  Sir, — I  herewith  make  a  return  of  births,  mar- 
riages and  deaths,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  records  of  the  town  of  Natick, 
in  relation  to  this  subject,  for  the  past  year.  The  entries  of  births,  marriages 
and  deaths,  ever  since  the  American  Revolution,  have  been  recorded  promis- 
cuously, as  the  information  has  been  obtained  by  the  various  town  clerks,  up 
to  this  day.  Great  pains  have  been  taken  the  past  year,  by  the  town  cleri^  to 
collect  correct  information  in  relation  to  the  subject  of  inquiry,  and  with  all 
the  pains  so  taken,  it  is  very  doubtful,  to  say  the  least,  whether  all  the  facts 
have  been  collected.  The  subscriber  has  been  town  clerk  in  Natick  for  fifteen 
years,  and  he  recoUecta  no  instanu  of  a  birth,  and  but  one  instance  of  a  death, 
having  been  voluntarily  communicated  to  him  within  the  time  by  law  pre- 
scribed for  giving  such  information.  If,  therefore,  the  records  of  this  town 
should  be  found  very  imperfect,  the  clerk  only  regrets  that  others  have  not 
been  so  desirous  of  performing  the  duties  devolving  on  them,  as  he  has  to  dis- 
charge the  official  duties  belonging  to  the  office  which  he  fills. 

I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully,  your  humble  servant, 

CHESTER  ADAMS,  Town  CUrk  qf  J^TaiicL 
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Bolton,  May  26,  1843. 

Hon.  John  A.  Bolles  :  Dear  Sir, — ^In  compliance  with  your  request,  I 
transmit  a  copy  of  the  records  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  of  the  town  of 
Bolton,  for  the  year  past,  ending  May  1,  1843. 

All  marriages  that  are  soleomized  in  town,  are  annually  handed  in  and  re- 
corded, but  am  sorry  to  say  little  attention  has  been  paid  to  recording  the  births 
and  deaths,  as  you  will  perceive  by  this  copy,  and  it  was  with  much  difficulty 
that  I  obtained  the  necessary  information  to  fill  out  the  blank  in  the  manner  I 
have,  which  is  not  complete,  but  for  the  future  will  endeavor  to  make  it  more 
perfect.    Of  the  forty-two  births  in  town,  only  two  are  on  record. 

HUMPHREY  BARRETT,  Town  CUrk, 


East  Douglas,  May  18,  1843. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  endeavored  to  comply  with  the  Act  of  1842.  I  am 
aware  that  the  return  is  very  imperfect ;  but.  Sir,  it  is  chargeable  to  the  ineffi- 
ciency of  the  Act  itself.  I  regard  this  matter  as  one  of  great  importance,  and 
hope  that  your  report  or  plan  of  registry  will  become  a  law.  This  would 
enable  the  town  clerks  to  prepare  a  clear  and  intelligible  record.  As  the  law 
now  is,  no  safe  conclusions  can  be  drawn. 

Yours  respectfully,        F.  BATCHELLER,  Town  Clerk, 
John  A.  Bolles,  Secrdary, 

Hardwick,  Mmf  22,  1843. 

Hon.  John  A.  Bolles  :  Sir, — When  I  handed  to  Mr.  Bigelow,  last  year, 
the  return  of  deaths  and  marriages  from  this  town,  and  promised  I  would 
"  endeavor  to  get  returns  of  births  in  future,"  my  reliance  was  placed  on  the 
facts  which  I  might  obtain  from  my  medical  brethren.  I  regret  that  I  have 
been  able  to  obtain  so  little  assistance  from  this  source. 

In  a  town  like  this,  it  is  not  very  difficult  to  keep  an  accurate  record  of  the 
(kaUu,  but  I  know  not  how  to  procure  the  facts  which  would  enable  me  to 
keep  such  a  record  of  births.  No  one  has  returned  to  me,  to  be  recorded,  a 
Inrth  which  took  place  in  the  year  ending  May  1,  1843.  I  requested  my 
neighbor.  Dr.  Wardwell,  a  year  ago,  to  keep,  for  my  use,  a  list  of  the  births 
where  he  was  called  in,  and  he  now  tells  me  the  number  of  cases  is  20,  but  he 
cannot  tell  me  the  parents'  names  nor  the  sexes  of  the  children.  Dr.  Willis 
has  attended  3  cases,  at  all  of  which  males  were  bom,  and  one  was  stillborn. 
I  hear  of  3  other  cases,  attended  by  two  other  practitioners.  In  24  cases  which 
I  hare  attended  myself,  there  have  been  8  males  and  16  females  bom ;  2  of  the 
males  were  stillbom. 

I  am  by  no  means  certain  that  "  a  few  exadiona  of  the  penalty  would  give 
wnver$al  efficacy  to  iht  statuUJ* 

Among  our  hills,  it  has  always  appeared  to  me,  that  people  were  easier  led 
than  driven,  and  I  think  the  duties  of  a  town  clerk  sufficiently  onerous  and  per* 
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plezing  without  making  him  a  prosecuting  officer.    I  should  rejoice  if  an  accu- 
rate registry  could  be  made,  and  would  do  all  in  my  power  to  promote  it. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  STONE,  Tovm  Clerk. 

SOUTHBOROUGH,  Jufic  5,  1843. 

To  the  Seereiary  of  (he  ComamnvoeaUh :  Dear  Sir, — This  return  would 
have  been  made  and  forwarded  in  due  time  if  sickness  had  not  prevented  me. 

I  know  there  has  been  23  births  in  Southborough  from  May  1,  1842  up  to 
May  1,  1843,  though  not  more  than  6  of  those  births  have  been  recorded. 
Such  has  been  the  delinquency  of  our  citizens.  But  we  design  that  for  the 
coming  year,  in  this  town,  the  law  shall  be  strictly  complied  with,  in  order  to 
enable  the  town  clerk  to  make  out  his  return  full  and  complete. 

Your  obedient  servant,        JOEL  BURNETT. 


Sterling,  May  22,  1843. 

John  A.  Bolles,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachuseita : 

Sir, — Inclosed  are  the  returns  of  niairiages,  births  and  deaths,  in  the  town 
of  Sterling,  as  recorded. 

I  take  the  liberty.  Sir,  to  throw  into  the  packet  a  rough  memorandum,  from 
which  I  meant  to  have  expressed  my  ideas  of  the  existing  laws  on  the  subject, 
but  I  was  taken  sick  at  the  time  and  could  not  do  it.  I  do  it  more  for  an  apol- 
ogy for  my  defective  returns,  than  with  any  expectation  of  its  affording  any 
useful  information,  although  if  clerks  of  towns  would  name  what  they  consider 
obstacles  in  making  their  returns,  although  not  always  very  weighty,  there 
might  some  good  come  from  it. 

Six  years  ago,  I  found  the  town  records,  on  these  subjects,  quite  unsatisfac- 
tory to  me,  and  I  procured  three  blank  books,  as  you  recommend.  Sir,  except- 
ing the  lining,  which  I  highly  approve  of,  and  the  volumes  being  the  right  size 
I  shall  get  them  lined  without  delay. 

I  feel  a  satisfaction  in  spending  my  time  to  do  an3rthing  right,  if  I  have  the 
means  of  so  doing,  and  I  presume  many  others  have  the  same  disposition.  I 
really  think  the  Legislature  have  something  to  do,  before  so  desirable  an  object 
can  be  attained. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  BLOOD,  Clerk  of  the  Town  of  Sterling. 

Memorandum. — ^The  law  is  so  defective,  that  it  never  can  effect  anything,  in 
my  opinion,  until  it  is  revised. 

Who  is  to  complain  of  delinquents  for  neglecting  to  return  to  town  clerks, 
births  and  deaths  t  Town  clerks  will  not  be  willing  to  risk  their  popularity  to 
do  it.     Sextons  will  make  lame  returns  of  deaths,  their  cause,  &c. 

On  account  of  births,  let  midwives  have  some  agency  in  the  matter,  leaving 
parents  to  return  names,  Slc.    On  account  of  deaths,  physicians  only  will  be 
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able  properly  to  gire  causes,  &c.  I  understand  much  of  the  new  law  is 
stroDgly  recommended  by  physicians,  to  form,  as  I  presume,  valuable  statistics, 
and  what  can  they  make  from  such  miserable  returns. 

But,  one  great  defect  is,  that  the  last  six  months  there  is  no  obligation  on 
any  one  to  return  a  single  birth  or  death,  say  previous  to  1st  May. 

MamagtB, — From  1st  April  to  1st  May  there  will  be  no  return  for  the  year 
[in  which  the  town  clerk  makes  his  return  ?] 

In  the  new  law  there  are  imposed  considerable  duties,  and  penalties  affixed ; 
but  not  a  cent  compensation  for  duties  performed,  &c. 

Would  it  not  be  well  to  make  it  the  duty  of  town  treasurers  to  complain  of 
delinquents,  in  making  returns  to  town  clerks  t 

There  is  quite  a  difference  between  volunteering  our  services  and  acting  in 
ooAfbrmity  with  an  injunction  of  law. 


North  Brookfield,  May  3,  1843. 
JoHH  A.  BoLLBS,  Esq.,  Surttory  of  iht  Commonwealth^  Boston : 

Dear  Sir, — Your  circular  under  date  of  April  10th,  1843,  with  blank  re- 
turns, forms,  &c.  came  duly  to  hand.  In  conformity  with  instructions  con- 
tained in  the  same,  I  herewith  inclose  returns  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths, 
for  the  year  ending  the  first  inst.,  so  far  as  I  was  able  to  make  them  out  from 
my  records ;  but  so  imperfect  are  they,  owing  to  the  delinquency  of  heads  of 
families  in  their  reports,  that  the  return  is  nearly  useless.  Besides  this  negli- 
gence on  the  part  of  parents,  &c.  there  are  other  difficulties,  which  I  think  will 
render  it  impossible  to  fill  the  blanks  with  that  degree  of  accuracy  which  is 
desirable,  and  I  will  state  some  of  them.  1st.  Births. — The  first  column  is 
for  number,  No.  1,  No.  2,  &c.  to  record  the  order  in  which  they  occur.  This 
cannot  be  done,  for  parents  cannot  report  them  until  they  are  named,  and  one 
man  will  perhaps  name  and  report  his  child  the  first  week,  while  another  wDl 
not  name  his  child  for  six  or  eight  months,  so  that  if  it  occurs  in  the  last  half 
of  the  year,  it  will  probably  not  be  reported  and  recorded  until  into  the  next 
year ;  this  destroys  all  order,  both  in  numbers  and  dates.  I  should  think  I  had 
recorded,  during  the  year  now  just  ended,  25  or  30  births,  but,  as  you  will  see 
by  the  return,  only  two  of  them  occurred  during  that  year — so  that  the  most 
that  can  be  done  is  to  record  and  report  them  in  the  order  in  which  they  are 
repcfied  to  the  clerk,  without  any  reference  whatever  to  order  of  date. 

2.  Marriages. — The  same  objections  exist  in  tkia  record,  as  to  order  of  date 
and  number.  One  clergyman,  perhaps,  will  marry  a  couple  and  send  his  cer- 
tificate to  the  clerk  the  same  day  or  very  soon.  Another  clergyman  will  join 
a  eoople  in  marriage  at  the  same  time,  or  before,  and  keep  back  his  certificate 
a  month  or  two,  and  then  send  it  in,  and  it  will  be  recorded  when  received.  A 
third  will  not  report  his  marriages  until  the  end  of  th&year,  which  you  see 
jumbles  them  all  out  of  order ;  moreover,  the  end  of  the  year  appointed  by 
law  for  nunisters  and  justices  to  make  their  return  to  the  clerks,  does  not  eor- 
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respond  with  the  time  when  the  clerks  are  now  required  to  make  thtir  return  ; 
by  which  descrepancy,  many  marriages  which  take  place  immediately  pre- 
ceding the  Ist  of  May,  cannot  be  returned  by  the  clerk.  The  law  requires 
the  clerk  to  record  all  certificates  *'  forthwith,*'  upon  their  being  handed  in. 
Again — how  are  their  ages  to  be  ascertained  ?  and  by  whom  ?  particularly  old 
maids.  When  there  is  a  law  to  oblige  them  to  tell  their  ages  to  the  ministers, 
perhaps  they  will  render,  but  not  before.  Their  color — how  is  that  to  be  re- 
ported? Shall  any  one  be  obliged  to  trace  back  their  descent  to  Shem,  Ham 
and  Japhet  ?  or  will  you  be  content  with  a  statement  that  *'  he  or  she  is  *  yery 
black,'  or  *  pretty  considerable  black,'  or  *  rather  dark,'  or  *  sandy,'  or  *  light 
complexioned;'  "  these  questions,  perhaps,  don't  concern  a  clerk,  though  I 
am  ignorant  upon  whom  the  duty  would  fall. 

Record  of  Deaths. — These  can  generally  be  ascertained  by  the  clerk,  if  he 
will  inquire  of  the  bell-ringer,  the  name,  age,  &c.,  and  of  the  doctor  what  the 
disease  was  ;  but  as  for  their  being  reported  by  the  head  of  a  family,  I  never 
knew  the  instance  during  the  seven  years  of  my  clerkship. 

Then,  in  addition  to  all  these  impossibilities  and  difficulties,  there  is  another 
which  operates,  and  would,  to  some  extent,  if  all  the  others  were  removed, — 
and  that  is  the  want  of  adequate  compensation,  for  no  man  can  afibrd  to  make 
the  records  and  returns  that  are  now  required,  for  the  present  legal  fees,  even 
with  all  possible  facilities. 

Yours,  respectfully,    CHAS.  ADAMS,  Jr. 


Westborough,  May  12,  1843. 

Dear  Sir, — I  herewith  make  my  returns,  and  as  correctly  as  possible  from 
the  materials  I  have  been  able  to  gather ;  have  been  obliged  to  call  upon  cler- 
gymen, physicians  and  mid  wives,  to  enable  me  to  accomplish  so  much  :  and 
you  see  at  once  that  it  cannot  be  correct,  as  there  is  an  increase  of  population 
in  this  town,  which  this  return  disproves.  A  correct  registration  cannot  be 
accomplished  under  present  circumstances.  I  have  repeatedly  called  upon  the 
town  in  their  meetings,  and  posted  the  tetw,  which  are  a  **  terror  to  evil  doers," 
but  they  heed  it  not ;  therefore,  I  think  if  Massachusetts  intends  accomplish- 
ing the  object,  a  new  co(U  of  laws  upon  the  subject  must  be  made,  whereby 
either  greater  penalties,  or  give  officers  or  registrars  power  or  pcoff  (which 
seems  to  be  the  way  to  accomplish  an  object,)  to  go  through  the  town  annu- 
ally, and  see  that  parents  and  householders  make  their  true  returns.  Births — 
there  are  some  who  employ  physicians  from  other  towns,  which  I  cannot  learn, 
and  you  will  see  the  sex  of  some  I  have  not  given,  nor  cannot,  unless  I  go  to 
their  houses,  which  as  yet  I  am  not  obliged  to  do.  Marriages — if  other  towns 
make  true  returns  you  will  have  them ;  in  this  town  27  were  published — ^return 
22  married ;  3  of  22  were  not  published  here — so  that  you  have  but  19  of  the 
27  who  were  published  in  this  town.  Deaths — I  have  requested  the  sexton 
to  keep  a  record  of  his  burials,  with  name,  age,  &c.,  which  he  will  do,  and 
another  year  that  return  will  be  made  correctly.     I  am  pleased  with  your  re- 
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port ;  it  is  bringing  the  subject  immediately  before  the  people,  and  will  soon 
accomplish  the  object.  Whether  in  the  marriage  department  the  ages  of  the 
ladies  will  be  found  correct,  as  records  are  so  deficient,  is  rather  doubtful,  as 
28  is  the  extreme.  Instead  of  a  correct  and  "  true  copy"  of  record  of  births, 
I  make  a  "  return"  as  full  and  complete  as  possible,  and  run  the  risk  of  **  pen- 
alty."    Hoping  your  efforts  will  prove  successful, 

I  am  truly  yours,    E.  M.  PHILLIPS. 


Amherst,  May  22,  1843. 
John  A.  Bollbs,  Esq.  :  Sir, — ^Accompanying  this  is  a  return  of  the 
births,  marriages  and  deaths,  in  this  town,  for  the  year  ending  May  1,  1843, 
with  a  copy  of  the  records  of  each,  certified  as  required  by  the  statute.  For 
five  years  only  has  a  record  of  deaths  been  kept  in  this  ofiice,  and  those  have 
been  entered,  as  they  have  transpired  and  came  to  my  knowledge,  in  the  form 
which  you  haTo  prescribed,  excepting  the  occupation,  which  was  added  last 
year,  according  to  the  requisition  of  the  law.  Clergymen  were  not  in  the 
habit  of  certifying  the  marriages  solemnized  by  them,  yearly,  till  1837.  No- 
tice was  that  year  issued  from  this  office  to  each  of  them,  notifying  them  of 
the  existing  laws  upon  that  subject  and  that  they  must  be  complied  with,  and 
they  have  since  that  time  yearly  conformed  to  the  law.     One  of  the  reverend 

^  gentlemen  sent  in  a  certificate  of  211  couple  married  by  him  in  this  town 

within  30  years.  This  certificate  was  entered  on  the  record  and  covered  six 
pages,  each  couple  being  entered  on  a  single  line.  That  certificate  we  con- 
sider invaluable,  and  it  has  already  been  referred  to,  for  information  of  import- 
ance, several  times.  The  record  of  marriages  is  kept  according  to  the  form, 
a  copy  of  which  accompanies  the  return.  One  or  two  pages  are  opened  for 
each  minister  in  the  town,  and  the  marriages  which  he  certifies  that  he  has 
officiated  at,  are  entered  year  after  year,  on  the  same  page.  The  heading  of 
each  page  is  the  same  as  the  copy  now  sent  to  you.  In  this  manner  of  enter- 
ing on  the  record,  we  have,  at  a  birds-eye  view,  the  marriages  by  each  clergy- 
man in  each  year.  As  the  law  requires  the  clergyman  to  certify  only  to  April 
1,  an  additional  certificate  for  the  month  of  April  was  requested  and  cheerfully 

*  complied  with.     The  return  of  marriages  include  only  those  which  have  been 

certified  to  and  entered  on  the  records.  On  the  return  of  marriages  you  will 
find  a  statement  of  the  publishments  in  this  place,  by  which  we  find  that 
there  were  ten  couple  who  were  probably  married  in  other  places,  and  certified 

/^,^  to  the  clerks  of  those  towns  and  not  to  this  office.     The  utility  of  a  correct 

^V  registry  of  marriages  is  daily  growing  more  apparent,  especially  to  those  inter- 

ested in  proving  marriages  for  pensioned  widows. 

The  record  of  births  was  kept  in  the  manner  which  you  have  suggested 
You  will  perceive  that  a  large  number  of  parents  have  not  yd  given  names  to 
their  children,  though  some  of  them  are  nearly  one  year  of  age.  On  the  re- 
ttim  of  births  jou  will  find  a  table  of  them  arranged  monthly,  male  and  female. 
If  a  similar  table  was  prepared  for  all  the  returns  of  births  in  the  state,  it 
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might  aid  Ihe  study  of  the  phyaiologiBt  to  ascertain  how  far  the  animal  propen« 

aities  of  man  may  be  periodical,  or  what  effect  our  seasons  may  have  upon 

those  propensities. 

Yours,  respectfully,    S.  C.  CARTER. 

Easthampton,  May  25,  1843. 

Mr.  BoLLts :  Sir, — ^I  send  you  herewith  the  returns  of  the  births,  mar- 
riages and  deaths,  which  have  taken  place  in  Easthampton  for  the  year  ending 
May  1,  1843.  My  apology  for  not  sending  a  certified  copy  of  my  record,  is 
that  there  neyer  has  been  any  record  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths  kept  in 
this  town.  I  have  been  clerk  of  this  town  eight  years,  and  as  there  had  not 
been  any  record  kept  preyious  to  that  time,  neither  had  any  book  been  provided 
for  keeping  such  records,  therefore  I  have  kept  none. 

The  registration  of  births,  &c.  has  been  very  much  neglected  in  this  as  well 
as  in  other  towns ;  the  law  has  been  *'  a  mere  dead  letter  ;"  there  has  not 
been  one  birth  or  death  sent  to  the  clerk  to  be  recorded  for  eight  years.  Our 
minister  has  in  but  one  or  two  instances  handed  in  a  list  of  marriages  since  I 
have  been  clerk,  but  he  has  always  been  wiUing  to  gvre  information  when  called 
upon.  I  am  under  great  obhgations  to  him  and  our  physician  for  information 
that  has  enabled  me  to  make  my  return  what  it  is ;  the  information  that  I  have 
obtained  from  them,  together  with  the  time  that  I  have  spent,  has  enabled  me 
to  make  my  return  nearly  correct. 

I  should  have  procured  a  book  or  books  for  the  records  the  year  past,  but  I 
did  not  know  in  what  shape  to  haye  them  '*  got  up"  until  I  received  your  let- 
tor  of  instructions.    I  shall  soon  be  prepared  to  keep  the  records  as  they  ought 

to  be  kept. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EBEN'R  FERRY,  Taum  CUrk  of  EoMUumptom. 


SOUTHMiPTOM 

No  minister  of  the  gospel  or  justice  of  the  peace  has  made  any  return  to  me 
of  marriages  by  them  solemnized  during  the  past  year,  and  the  above  return  is 
made  from  personal  knowledge  and  my  record  of  publishments.  I  have  been 
clerk  of  this  town  for  the  last  seven  years,  and  not  more  than  four  returns  of 
marriages  have  been  made  to  me  during  that  time.  Rev.  Mr.  White  has  sol- 
enmized  neariy  all  the  marriages  in  this  town  during  said  seven  years,  and 
though  oflen  requested  by  me  to  make  such  returns,  has  not  done.it  in  one  sol- 
itary instance,  nor  has  he  done  it  at  all ;  and  if  I  should  apply  the  provisions 
of  law  in  his  case,  I  should,  in  the  estimation  of  the  most  of  this  oommunity, 
be  worthy  of  ttripeSf  if  not  of  death. 

Very  few  parents  have  made  returns  of  births ;  they  seem  to  be  astonished 
beyond  measure  when  informed  that  the  law  requires  such  action  on  their  part. 

ELTSHA  EDWARDS,  Town  Clerk. 
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fTARE. 
JoHK  A.  B0LLI8,  Esq. :  Dear  Sir, — Yon  will  see  by  this  return  that  it  is 
▼ery  ranch  wanting  in  particulars,  but  it  is  as  much  so  as  can  be  from  returns 
made  me.  The  number  of  marriages  and  deaths  are  nearly  or  quite  correct ; 
probably  measures  will  be  taken  in  future  to  bring  parents  and  others  to  their 
duty  in  making  returns  to  the  clerk.  There  have  been  returns  of  more  parents 
of  the  births  of  their  children  during  the  year  past,  but  which  occurred  before 
the  last  year. 

Respectfully,        LEWIS  DEMOND. 


Springfield,  May  29,  1843. 

SiR,-^With  this  you  find  the  return  sent  me  by  you  a  few  weeks  since.  As 
town  clerk,  I  regret  that  I  am  obliged  to  return  it  to  you  almost  as  much  of  a 
blank  as  it  came  to  me.  There  has  been  no  return  made  to  me  the  past  year 
of  births  or  deaths,  and  by  the  records  of  the  town  I  find  there  has  been  but 
▼ery  few  returned  the  past  fifUen  years.  As  to  marriages,  I  return  you  all 
that  haye  been  returned  to  me,  although  I  have  published  half  as  many  more. 
There  must  be  one  of  three  causes  why  there  are  not  more  returned,  viz. :  the 
parties  after  being  published  must  have  changed  their  minds  and  backed  out- 
er they  must  have  gone  out  of  town  to  get  married— or  the  clergy  and  justices 
of  the  peace  have  neglected  to  make  return.  The  last  cause  I  should  think 
the  most  likely.  I  could  not  return  half  as  many  married  as  I  have,  had  I 
not  written  to  four  of  our  clergy,  and  told  them  that  in  my  opinion  not  only 
the  laws  of  God  but  the  laws  of  man  ought  to  be  obeyed,  and  requested  them 
to  make  their  returns  of  marriages  as  the  law  provides.  . 

Respectfully  yours,  &c. 

JOSEPH  INGRAHAM,  Toim  Clerh 
Hon.  J.  A.  Bolles,  Secretary  SUxUf  BosUm^  Mass. 


Heath,  May  24,  1843. 

To  Hon.  John  A.  Bolles  :  Dear  Sir, — ^I  send  you  my  return  of  births, 
deaths  and  marriages  as  correct  as  I  can  get  them.  The  people  in  this  town 
have  been  very  backward  in  observing  the  law  in  this  respect.  The  deaths 
which  I  send  you  I  have  been  obliged  to  get  as  I  could,  and  most  of  the  births 
1  took  from  our  physician's  record.  I  have  a  correct  account  of  all  deaths  but 
one,  (a  Mrs.  Fairbanks,  an  old  lady,)  and  of  all  the  marriages ;  the  births  are 
imperfectly  returned. 

By  giving  the  subject  more  attention,  and  posting  copies  of  the  law  in  difSsrent 
parts  of  the  town,  I  trust  another  year  the  returns  from  this  town  will  be  cor- 

reot. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

LYSANDKR  M.  WARD,  7Wf»  Ckrk  of  HeaUu 
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Fall  River,  Mcof  25,  1843. 

Semtcary  of  the  Cammanweailh  i  Dear  Sir, — ^I  send  herewith  my  returns  of 
births,  marriages  and  deaths,  but  I  cannot  conscientiously  permit  them  to  go  with- 
out explanation  or  comment.  I  have  signed  them  as  required,  and  by  so  doing 
the  law  makes  me  say  what  I  know  to  be  urdrM ;  still,  I  haven't  the  prima 
fadt  evidence  to  exhibit  to  the  contrary  to  show  the  incorrectnes  of  the  re- 
turns. For  instance,  the  return  signed  by  me  says,  without  qualification,  that 
the  ''  whole  number  of  births  in  the  town,  for  the  year  ending  May  1,  1843," 
is  '*  307."  Now  I  feel  fully  confident  in  my  own  mind  that  the  whoU  number 
of  births  has  not  come  to  my  knowledge  ;  and  so  with  regard  to  the  marriages 
and  also  the  deaths.     But  we  will  pass  from  genaraliiiu  to  particulars. 

Births, — ^Instead  of  being  governed  by  my  records,  I  have  been  governed 
exclusively  by  the  returns  of  our  physicians,  for  the  number  of  births,  all  of 
whom,  I  am  happy  to  say,  (with  one  exception,)  have  been  very  kind  and  very 
prompt  in  giving  the  desired  statistics  occurring  in  their  practice.  Drs.  T.  and 
A.  C.  Wilbur,  whose  practice  la  extensive,  have  given  me  no  information  upon 
the  subject ;  I  was,  therefore,  under  the  necessity  of  estimating  the  nmnber  of 
births  which  they  probably  would  have  returned,  which  estimate  is  indtided  in 
my  return.  Some  of  the  statements  gave  the  proportion  of  males  and  females. 
For  instance— of  161  births,  74  were  males  and  87  females.  It  is  not  doubted 
here,  but  that  many  births  occur,  among  the  Irish  portion  of  our  population, 
vmattended  by  any  physician. 

Moaiiages. — ^To  the  honor  and  credit  of  all  our  stated  clergymen  be  it  said, 
they  have  made  their  returns,  although  in  one  or  two  instances  not  in  strict  ac- 
cordance with  the  law.  These  returns  have  been  entered  upon  the  records, 
and  a  certified  copy  thereof  is  herewith  transmitted.  There  were  143  certifi- 
cates of  publishment  issued,  and  the  clerk  is  of  opinion  that  not  over  a  dozen 
or  fifteen  were  married  out  of  the  place.  Transient  clergymen  probably  ofli- 
ciated  in  some  instances,  of  which  no  return  was  made. 

2>ea(A«.^- Although  we  are  compelled  to  show  a  sad  account  of  mortality 
here,  on  paper.  Still  the  story  is  not  all  told,  I  have  taken  some  pains  to  pro- 
cure information  upon  this  subject  during  the  past  year,  and  have  made  record 
of  the  same  at  the  time.  This  I  have  been  enabled  to  make  more  perfect, 
particularly  with  reference  to  "  disease  or  cause  of  death,"  by  the  returns  of 
our  physicians ;  and  probably  it  would  have  been  still  more  accurate,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  omission  already  referred  to.  Their  returns  have  also  lengthened 
the  list  considerably,  which  will  account  for  the  irregularity  of  dates  in  the  lat^ 
ter  part  of  my  returns.  It  is  supposed  that  many  deaths  occur  here  of  persons 
(particularly  among  the  young,)  who  were  not  attended  by  physicians,  and  of 
which  we  have  no  information. 

General  Remarks  and  Suggestions. — Oiar  population  is  transient,  variable, 
changing.  Families  are  coming  and  going  constantly,  but  more  of  the  former 
than  the  latter, — and  while  this  fact  exists,  I  have  not  the  sagacity  to  divine  a 
plan  of  perfeet  accuracy  in  a  system  of  registration. 
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It  18  the  pnctioe  of  our  trmmmon  to  Yiait  erery  family  in  town  in  the  month 
of  May,  to  get  a  yalnation  of  polls  and  estates,  &c.  Now  if  this  custom  pre- 
Tails  in  other  towns,  it  has  occurred  to  me  that  they  might  get  the  desired  in- 
formation upon  the  subject  in  question,  tolerably  accurate,  with  the  exception 
of  those  which  might  move  out  of  the  state  during  the  year.  I  should  have 
some  scruples,  howeyer,  to  adding  further  to  their  already  (of  late  years,)  in- 
creased duties. 

The  object  aimed  at  by  the  present  law  depends,  I  think,  too  much  upon 
Toluntary  action  to  be  obtained.  I  hare  been  asked,  on  seeking  information,  if 
there  was  any  penalty  if  the  information  was  not  given,  and  on  replying  in  the 
oegatiTe,  I  have  been  told  it  was  too  much  trouble.  There  are  those  of  this 
elass  in  aU  communities — hence  the  foregoing  opinion. 

I  conceive  the  present  law  to  be  but  Uttle  short  of  an  xmponHon  upon  town 
clerks.  It  compels  them  to  perform  a  perplexing  duty,  requiring  not  a  little  of 
their  time,  without  an  intimatum  of  any  compensation  either  from  the  state  or 
town,  and,  as  a  finishing  stroke,  if  they  do  not  do  it  they  are  subjected  to  a  fine 
of  $  10 ! !  Verily,  civilization  seems  to  be  adoanang  retrograde.  Mantieur 
Tuuom  must  have  come  again  with  his  penalty  of  hanging  and  fining  forty 
sfaillingB.  And  this  is  not  all.  If  a  poor  town  clerk  is  so  unfortunate  (and 
I  can  easily  conceive  such  a  circumstance,  while  he  is  dependent  entirely  on 
others,)  as  not  to  have  any  returns  to  make,  how  can  he  get  rid  of  paying  his 
$  10 ywUen  he  goes  into  hankruptoff  Tbelaw  says,  *' returns,  or  $10."  The 
clerk  says,  '*  I  have  no  returns,  therefore  my  only  alternative  is  to  pay  the  fine. 
1  partly  came  to  the  conclusion,  while  engaged  in  this  business,  recently,  with 
the  pressure  of  other  bosiness,  that  if  the  law  continued  without  modification 
or  amendment,  and  I  should  be  town  clerk  another  year,  my  return  might  con- 
,  sist  of  a  $  10  bill. 

Tour  intimation  of  prosecuting  for  neglect,  on  the  part  of  parents,  &c.  rel- 
ative to  births  and  deaths,  is  kindly  reoeived.  I  beg  leave,  however,  respect- 
fully to  decline  the  "  Ain^."  Until  the  law  destgiudeg  me  as  its  agent,  to  see 
that  it  18  carried  into  execution,  I  shall  not  prosecute  my  neighbors  and  fidends 
lor  a  violation  of  it. 

I  hope  I  shall  not  be  considered  captious  in  thus  freely  expressing  my  opin- 
km  upon  the  several  points  to  which  I  have  alluded.    While  penning  these  re- 
marks I  have  been  in  most  perfect  good  humor,  and  intend  them  only  for  the 
benefit  (if,  indeed,  any  benefit  can  be  derived  from  them,)  of  those  who  may 
^  have  charge  of  the  subject  at  **  head-quarters." 

Truly,  yours,    BENJ.  EARL. 

P.  S.  One  of  our  physicians  suggests  an  addition  to  the  heading  of  the  list 
of  deaths,  viz. : — **  Place  qf  MOivity.** 


y   > 
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Town  CUrVi  Qfiot,  i 

New  Bxdfo&d,  June  37,  1843.  ) 

To  John  A.  Bolles,  Esq.,  Secniary  qf  the  CommontDecdth : 

Dear  Sir, — Enclosed  are  the  retums  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths  re- 
quired by  the  Act  of  March  3,  1842.  You  will  see,  at  a  single  glance,  that 
they  are  too  imperfect  to  answer  B.af  purpose  whatever.  I  hardly  know  what 
my  duty  is  in  relation  to  collecting  information  of  this  kind.  I  have  supposed, 
however,  that  it  was  limited  to  the  registry  of  aU  such  cases  as  might  be  re- 
turned to  me,  which  you  will  perceive  have  been  very  few.  The  number  of 
marriages  in  this  town  cannot  be  much  less  than  200,  and  yet  there  has  been, 
during  the  past  year,  but  ninety  returned.  The  number  of  deaths,  also,  I  am 
led  to  believe,  both  from  inquiry  and  from  other  sources  of  information,  will  ex- 
ceed 200,  and  the  number  of  births  400  ;  whilst  of  the  former  none  have  been 
returned,  and  of  the  latter  only  5. 

The  law  requires  the  several  town  clerks  to  keep  a  record  of  "  the  births, 
marriages  and  deaths  of  all  persons  within  their  respective  towns  and  cities 
which  may  come  to  their  knowledge."  I  have,  however,  supposed  that  this 
was  to  be  understood  as  meaning  all  such  as  should  ((fficiaUy  come  to  their 
knowledge  ;  that  is,  all  marriages  which  should  be  returned,  and  all  births  and 
deaths  which  should  be  retorted  to  them.  This  has  been  the  interpretation 
given  to  the  law  on  this  subject  both  by  my  predecessors  and  myself,  and  I 
have  made  no  attempts  to  collect  information  in  any  other  manner,  from  a  full 
conviction  that  any  means  which  I  might  be  enabled  to  employ  for  this  object, 
without  the  cooperation  of  the  citizens  generally,  or  the  aid  of  some  municipal 
regulations,  would  prove  ineffectual ;  and  that  after  all  the  labor  and  exertion 
which  would  be  necessary  for  this  purpose,  nothing  like  an  approximation  to 
the  truth  would  be  obtained. 

Notwithstanding  the  law  in  relation  to  births  and  deaths  has  been  repeatedly 
published  here  for  the  information  of  the  citizens,  it  has  in  fact  become  a  dead 
letter  upon  our  statute  books ;  and  even  the  law  in  relation  to  the  retums  of 
marriages  is  disregarded  by  many  of  our  clergymen  and  magistrates ; — not 
more,  probably,  than  one  half  of  the  whole  number  being  made,  even  after 
repeated  solicitations  to  do  so. 

It  will  undoubtedly  be  admitted  by  every  one,  that  the  information  which  the 
present  law  contemplates  would  be  of  great  value,  provided  it  could  be  made 
complete ;  but  from  my  experience,  I  believe  it  would  be  futile  to  expect  such 
a  result  from  its  operations. 

I  would  here  state,  in  extenuation  of  my  offence  for  neglecting  to  make  the 
retums  required  by  law,  in  1842,  that  in  consequence  of  the  imperfect  state  of 
our  records,  I,  immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  the  circular  and  blank  for  that 
year,  set  about  procuiing  the  required  information  from  such  sources  as  I 
thought  would  be  most  likely  to  result  successfully ;  and  that  after  having 
prosecuted  the  research  so  far  as  to  ascertain  that  there  had  been  within  the 
town,  during  the  year  ending  May  1,  1842,  at  least  184  deaths  and  348  births^ 
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I  was  induced,  in  view  of  the  difficolties  which  seemed  to  present  themselyes 
on  erery  hand,  to  abandon  any  further  voluntary  efforts :  and,  believing  it  to 
be  quite  impossible  for  the  state  to  obtain  the  required  information  under  the 
operation  of  the  existing  law,  and  therefore  that  the  whole  plan  would  be 
abandoned  in  its  present  form,  and  some  more  adequate  provisions  made  for  the 
efifoctusl  accomplishment  of  so  desirable  an  object,  I  neglected  wholly  to  make 
return,  supposing  that  from  its  necessarily  imperfect  state  it  would  not  be  re- 
quired. But  this  conclusion  J  was  induced  to  abandon  upon  the  receipt  of  your 
report  on  the  subject,  made  to  the  legislature  in  February  last. 

A  further  delay  has  also  occurred  in  maMng  the  returns  for  the  present  year, 
which  I  sincerely  regret,  and  which  I  hope  will  not  cause  you  any  additional 
labor.  It  has  been  occasioned  by  my  desire  to  hit  upon  some  plan  by  which 
you  could  be  furnished  with  a  correct  return  from  this  town.  But  failing  in 
tiiis,  I  now  transmit  you  copies  of  such  records  as  have  been  made  within  the 
year,  together  with  a  return  of  all  the  births,  marriages  and  deaths  which  have 
come  to  my  knowledge  oflScially. 

Permit  me  here  to  express  the  opinion,  that  the  present  law  is,  in  its  provis- 
ions, inadequate  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  objects  contemplated,  and  can- 
not, in  its  present  form,  be  made  to  accomplish  the  end  proposed. 

I  am,  Sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  H.  CRAPO,  TWn  CML 


Canton,  JI%  29,  1843. 

Dear  Sir, — ^The  accompanying  returns,  though  as  full  as  it  is  in  my  power  to 
make  them,  are  far  from  being  complete, — the  deaths',  with  but  two  excep- 
tions, having  been  obtained  from  the  sexton,  who  seldom  notes  down  the  age 
or  sex  of  the  person  who  has  died,  and  generally  gives  the  date  of  the  funeral 
instead  of  that  of  the  ^eath  ;  and  the  greater  number  of  births  which  have 
been  reported,  since  the  attention  of  the  town  has  been  called  to  the  subject, 
are  those  of  several  years  back. 

Agreeably  to  a  vote  of  the  town,  notices  have  been  posted  up  in  the  several 
meeting-houses,  calling  upon  the  inhabitants  to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of 
the  law,  an  abstract  of  which  accompanied  each  notice.    This,  it  is  hoped, 
will  be  the  means  of  enabling  the  clerk  next  year  to  make  a  more  fall  return. 
^  There  would  have  been  less  difficulty  in  effecting  this  object  if  the  law  had 

^  been  more  definite,  or  if  it  been  provided  that  the  compensation  for  registering 

should  be  paid  eventually  from  the  state  treasury,  as  I  find  that  some  have  been 
deterred  from  having  their  children  registered  through  fear  of  the  expense, 
thinking  that  the  fees  might  be  the  same  as  for  a  marriage  certificate, — while 
others,  who  understand  that  the  fees  are  to  be  paid  by  the  town,  wish  to  save 
the  town  from  what  they  think  a  useless  expense.  As  in  some  towns  there 
may  be  a  majority  of  this  opinion,  unless  some  alteration  is  made  the  law  will 
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be  Terj  easily  evaded,  by  ehooeing  a  clerk  who  will  disregaid  it,  and  votiDg  to 
remit  all  fines  that  may  be  inclined.  Bnt  should  this  not  be  the  case,  foil  re- 
torns  cannot  be  expected  till  the  law  is  rerised,  as  mnch  of  the  infonnation  re- 
qniied  to  make  them  complete  may  not  be  received  by  the  clerk  till  five  months, 
in  the  case  of  births  and  deaths,  and,  in  that  of  marriages,  eleven  months,  after 
the  time  aUowed  him  has  expired.  And  as  there  is  no  provision  for  making 
up  deficiencies,  what  is  received  too  late,  though  recorded  in  the  town  books, 
will  never  be  reported. 

I  shall  endeavor,  as  far  as  in  my  power,  to  enforce  the  law  in  the  case  of 
marriages  and  births,  but,  with  regard  to  deaths,  shall  feel  obliged  to  wait  for 
voluntary  information.  This  information  might  be  very  easily  obtained  by 
those  who  hi^e  the  care  of  funerals,  if  it  were  made  their  duty  to  attend  to  it 
and  they  were  allowed  a  compensation  for  the  service.  But  I  think  it  ought 
not  to  be  expected  that  a  town  clerk  should  call  upon  any  family  in  which  he 
may  hear  that  a  death  has  taken  place,  to  enquire  into  the  particulars,  or,  after 
waiting  six  months  for  the  information,  to  prosecute  the  person  to  blame,  for 
the  neglect. 

With  regard  to  the  manner  of  registering,  though  I  have  followed  the  plan 
of  some  of  my  predecessors  in  ofiice  of  recording  the  births  in  families  in  a 
book  which  serves  for  the  record  of  births,  deaths,  marriages,  and  intentions  of 
marriages,  and  which  was  fumiBhed  by  the  town  when  it  was  first  incorporated, 
I  shall  be  glad  to  adopt,  and  no  doubt  my  successors  would  follow,  any  other 
method  which  might  be  thought  best,  whenever  the  necessary  books  are  furn- 
ished for  the  purpose,  which  I  think,  if  uniformity  is  required,  ought  to  be 
done  by  the  state  instead  of  the  towns. 

Less  blame  would  be  attached  to  the  clerks  for  apparent  neglect  of  duty,  if 
the  peculiar  situation  of  a  large  proportion  of  them  were  taken  into  considera- 
tion,— ^many  of  them  receiving  nothing  for  their  services  excepting  the  trifling 
fees  allowed  by  law,  the  payment  of  which  is  often  etaded, — and  new  duties 
being  often  imposed  upon  them  by  the  legislature,  for  which  no  compensation  is 
provided,  and  those  duties  such  as  cannot  be  performed  without  the  concurrence 
of  the  town,  the  inhabitants  of  which  are  scattered  over  a  large  extent  of  ter- 
xitory«  If  when  laws  are  passed  requiring  such  services,  and  which  cannot  be 
made  to  appear  of  immediate  benefit  to  the  towns,  provision  should  be  made  to 
have  the  expenses  paid  from  the  state  treasury,  there  would  be  less  difiiculty 
in  enforcing  them. 

Your  report  and  circular  were  not  received  till  after  I  had  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  town  to  the  subject  in  April,  since  which  there  has  been  but  one 
meeting,  and  that  very  thinly  attended.  As  there  will  be  likely  to  be  a  very 
full  meeting  in  November,  I  intend  again  to  bring  it  forward.  A  circular  ad- 
dressed to  the  several  town  clerks,  especially  those  who  have  been  negligent, 
and  whieh  would  be  received  by  them  three  or  four  weeks  previous  to  the 
meeting,  would  no  doubt  have  a  good  efifect ;  and  if  printed  copies  of  the  law 
€o«ld  be  fomiabed  to  the  clerks,  to  be  posted  up  in  several  public  places  of 
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meeting  in  the  town^  no  doaixt  the  law,  defectiye  as  it  is,  would  be  better  ob- 

mred. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,        JAMES  A.  BAZIN. 

John  A.  Bollcs,  Esq.,  Secretory  ^f  fkt  CommmwttM, 


Milton,  May  26,  1843. 

There  was  but  one  birth  and  one  death  entered  upon  the  records  of  the  town 
of  Milton  during  that  part  of  the  year  preyious  to  March  last,  when  the  books 
came  into  my  possession, — and  I  hare  been  obliged  to  make  use  of  such  infor> 
mation  as  I  conid  obtain  elsewhere,  in  making  my  return. 

The  number  of  deaths  stated  in  the  return  I  believe  to  be  precisely  correct, 
and  the  other  information  sufficiently  so,  as  far  as  it  goes.  The  cRrlstian  name 
and  sex  of  many  of  the  children  could  not  be  ascertained ;  there  is  a  deficiency 
also  in  the  column  of  diseases. 

As  respects  the  births,  except  those  in  the  return  none  have  come  to  my 
knowledge  so  particularly  that  I  should  be  able  to  make  a  correct  entry  of 
them  upon  the  records.  I  can  make  no  estimate  of  the  number  of  births  in 
the  town  during  the  past  3rear. 

But  few  births  or  deaths  (probably  in  the  whole  not  exceeding  40  each,) 
have  been  recorded  during  the  last  seven  years. 

The  record  of  marriages,  during  the  year,  is  also  incomplete.  Of  iht  ikrte 
dergymen  officiating  in  Milton,  one  has  rtcmUy  left  wUhovt  making  hia  return  to 
the  town  clerk ;  and  though  I  hare  made  exertions  to  find  his  record,  I  have 
been  unable  to  do  so.  The  whole  number  of  marriages  in  the  town,  during 
the  year,  probably  would  not  exceed  20. 

JASON  REED,  Town  Oerk. 


WasNTHAM,  July  7,  1843. 

DiAB  Sir, — ^Herewith  I  transmit  you  the  return  of  births,  marriages  and 
deaths,  also  a  copy  of  the  record  of  those  events  in  this  town,  during  the  year 
ending  May  1,  1843. 

My  neglect  to  do  so,  during  the  month  of  May,  arose  from  no  desire  to 
evade  the  law,  but  from  an  earnest  desire  to  obtain  and  communicate  the  infor- 
mation which  it  was  the  design  of  the  law  to  reach. 

Up  to  the  first  of  May,  only  a  single  death  had  been  reported,  which,  with 
^  one  or  two  births,  would  have  been  all  I  could  have  returned. 

^^  Having  been  informed  by  the  clerk  in  your  office,  that  the  abstract  would 

not  be  made  up  immediately,  I  was  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  present  a  return 
of  every  birth  and  death  that  had  taken  place  in  the  town  during  the  past  year ; 
but  owing  to  a  press  of  other  matters,  I  have  been  able  to  visit  only  about  a 
third  of  the  families  in  town,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  only  about  one 
third  of  the  births  and  deaths  in-town  are  returned. 

Indeed,  within  a  short  distance  of  me,  there  are  several  children  waiting  for 
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names,  ere  they  can  be  recorded ;  bat  a«  the  six  months  haye  not  expired  that 
is  allowed  the  parent  to  bring  in  the  name,  &e.,  I  do  not  see  as  I  can  notice 
them  in  the  return. 

You  will  perceive  by  the  record  of  marriages,  that  the  return  by  those  au- 
thorized to  solemnize  them  does  not  state,  in  every  instance,  the  town  in  which 
the  ceremony  was  performed.  Twenty-three  is  the  number,  I  believe,  which 
were  solemnised  in  this  town. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c. 

DAVID  L.  CX)WELL. 
John  A.  Bolles,  Esq. 

West  Bridoewater,  Ma^  34,  1843. 

Dear  Sir, — ^The  method  of  registering  births  and  deaths,  in  this  town,  has 
been  to  place  the  names  of  children,  and  the  dates  of  birth,  in  a  column  under- 
neath the  names  of  their  respective  parents,  and  whenever  a  death  occurs  in 
the  family,  to  place  the  date  of  the  child's  death  in  the  adjoining  column,  di- 
rectly opposite  its  name,  by  which  method  the  age  of  the  child  is  seen  at  one 
view ;  and  in  case  of  the  death  of  any  person  whose  birth  has  never  been  re- 
corded in  this  town,  the  person's  name  and  age  (m  yeorf ,)  is  registered  in 
another  place,  under  the  head  of  deaths  wdy. 

Agreeably  to  the  above  method,  in  order  to  make  my  return  a  verbatim  copy  of 
record,  I  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  making  use  of  the  prefix,  t&e  Mdnn 
of,  in  the  plural^  notwithstanding  in  a  record  for  only  one  year  there  is  an  addi- 
tion of  but  one  child  to  any  one  family. 

And,  it  will  be  observed,  that  the  number  of  births,  in  the  general  return, 
does  not  exactly  correspond  with  the  number  in  the  copy  of  record,  for  the  ob- 
vious reason  that  six  months  are  allowed  parents,  guardians,  &c.,  to  give  no- 
tice of  births  ;  therefore  all  have  not,  as  yety  been  recorded. 

And,  likewise,  the  number  of  .marriages  returned  does  not,  probably,  em- 
brace the  whole  which  have  been  solemnized,  for  several  others  have  received 
certificates  of  publishment,  and,  it  is  presumed,  are  married ;  but  there  hav- 
ing been  no  official  returns  made,  they,  of  course,  have  not  been  recorded. 

In  my  return  of  deaths,  it  so  happens,  that  there  are  nine  of  the  twelve, 
who  have  died  the  past  year,  whose  births  are  not  recorded  in  ihi&  town  ]  con- 
sequently their  ages  in  years,  mordkt  and  days  cannot  be  ascertained  without 
having  recourse  to  the  old  rtcords  %n  another  town,  (of  which  this  was  formerly 
a  part,)  for  the  date  of  their  respective  births.  I  have,  therefore,  given  their 
ages  in  years  only. 

Very  respectfullly,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  WHITMAN. 
John  A.  Bolles,  Esq.,  Secretary  qf  the  Commonwealth. 
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PLYMOUTH. 

The  town  clerk  says :  **  There  have  heen  67  deaths  in  addition  to  thoee  re- 
corded and  returned,  as  I  learn  from  sextons.  The  return  is  imperfect, 
although  I  have  taken  great  pains  to  obtain  the  information  which  I  here  trans- 
mit. I  think  that  the  number  of  births  in  the  return  does  not  include  more 
than  one  third  of  the  number  actually  bom." 

MARSHFIELD. 

The  town  clerk  of  Marshfield  says  :  "  Dr.  J.  B.  Fobes,  of  Hanover,  has 
attended  on  persons  in  this  town,  hut  he  refuses  to  rtport  to  me  (he  names  of  the 
diseases  of  which  thof  dUdJ* 

This  is  not  the  only  instance  of  such  extraordinary  and  censurable  refusal, 
if  the  statement  of  clerks  may  be  relied  on.  The  law,  however,  imposes  no 
obligation  upon  physicians  to  answer  questions. 


^ 
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3 

22 

55 

2 

8 

1 

, 

• 

, 

1 

13 

31 

Clock  &  Watch 

maker,   -    - 

2 

, 

• 

1 

, 

1 

5 

49 

Clothier,    -    - 

• 

, 

• 

• 

• 

1 

45 

Coach-maker, - 

• 

1 

2 

, 

, 

3 

48 

Cooper,      -    - 

• 

2 

6 

7 

1 

i 

18 

59 

Confectioner,  - 

, 

1 

, 

, 

1 

2 

55 

Coppersmith,  - 
Cordwainer,   - 

5 

1 

30 

18 

13 

J5 

18 

6 

1 
113 

25 

48 

Currier,     -    - 

2 

1 

• 

3 

35 

Drover,      -    - 

, 

. 

1 

, 

, 

1 

55 

Dyer,    -    -    - 

, 

1 

, 

, 

, 

1 

35 

Farrier,      -    - 

i 

, 

• 

, 

, 

, 

1 

18 

Fisherman,     - 

2 

3 

, 

3 

, 

8 

44 

Gentleman,     - 

, 

1 

, 

, 

2 

7 

58 

Hackman,  -    - 

1 

, 

, 

, 

• 

1 

25 

Hatter,-    -    - 

, 

2 

• 

, 

, 

4 

40 

Horticulturist, 

, 

, 

1 

, 

, 

1 

55 

Iron  Founder,  - 

1 

, 

, 

, 

, 

1 

25 

Jeweller     and 

Goldsmith,  - 

• 

2 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

■ 

2 

25 
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TABUS  m.'— OoiminnD 

iMMB 

OGCUPATIOir. 

1 

1" 

a 

8 

a 

s 

a 
8 

8 

B 

B 
S 

1 

a 

b 

1 

15 

Laborer,    -    - 
Landlord,.    - 

Machinist,      • 
Manufacturer, 
Manner,    -    - 
Maaon,      -    - 
Match-maker, 
Merchant,^    - 
MiUer,  -    -    - 
Millwright,     - 
Morocco  dreaa'r. 
Nail-maker,    - 
Navy  Officer,  - 
OsUer,  -    -    - 
Painter,     -    - 
P^ier-maker,  - 
Pauper,      -    - 
Pedler,  -    -    - 
Pill-maker,     - 
Physician,  -    - 
Poatmaater,    - 
PoUer,  -    -    - 
Portrait  Painter, 
Powder-maker, 
Printer,      -    - 
Provision  deal'r, 
Pump  &.  Block 
maker,   -    - 
Rigger,     .    - 
Rope-maker,  - 
Saddler,     -    - 
SaH-maker,     - 
Segar-maker, - 
Sexton,      •    • 
SherifT,  -    -    - 
Ship  caroenter, 
Soap-bouer,    - 
Speculator,     - 
Stone-cutter,  - 
Student,     -    - 

of  Factory,- 
Surveyor,  -  - 
TaQow  €3iand- 

ler,  -  .  - 
Tailor,  -  -  - 
Tanner,  -  - 
Teacher,   -    - 

7 

14 
3 

\ 

i 

as 
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1 
1 

• 

59 
3 

1 
9 

1 

• 

i 

3 

2 

• 
• 
1 
4 

• 
■ 
• 
3 

• 

• 
2 

• 
• 
• 

4 

• 
• 

3 
5 

31 
1 

« 

1 

32 

6 

3 
3 

• 

• 
1 

i 

1 

• 

4 

• 

1 

• 
1 
1 

i 

• 

i 
1 

3 
6 

30 
1 
1 
3 

1 
39 

1 

10 

1 

.1 

• 

4 

i 

1 

• 

1 

• 
1 

• 

i 

• 

• 

3 
1 
1 
3 

• 
• 

2 

1 
1 

25 

2 
2 
1 
21 
3 

4 

1 
1 
1 
1 

2 

33 

• 
1 

12 
3 

• 
4 
3 

• 

i 

5 

• 

6 

i 

• 

• 
1 
1 

i 

• 

8 
2 
2 

• 

i 

2 

1 

23 
22 

14 

13 

i 

8 
2 

• 
3 

• 
1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

5 
2 

i 

171 
5 
5 

6 

2 

199 

21 
1 

41 

10 
2 
2 
1 
1 
4 
8 
1 

32 
7 
1 

25 
1 
1 
1 
1 
5 
1 

1 
1 
7 
4 

S 

1 
1 

s 

17 

a 

1 

■    s 

7 

S 

1 

1 
IC 

s 

16 

51 
31 
53 
46 

5a 

43 
54 
25 
49 
51 
65 
50 
55 
35 
33 
42 
35 
71 
42 
75 
57 
45 
65 
45 
25 
31 
45 

35 

65 

56 

27 

60 

35 

55 

\    65 

'     65 

\     58 

45 

45 

'    24 

55 

85 

85 
47 
57 
37 
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1 

B 

9 

8 
B 

B 
8 

B 

8 

a 
S 

T 

a 
S 

8 

1 

IB 

Teamster,  -    - 
Tin-worker,    - 
Trader,     -    - 
Turner,     -    - 
Victualler,      - 
Weaver,    -    - 
Wheelwright, 
Whip-maker,  - 
WoolHstai^er,- 
Yeomaa,    -    -, 

i 

2 
7 

3 
1 
3 

• 

2 

1 

37 

3 
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• 

i 
i 

38 

71 

3 

2 

78 

1 

5 
2 
1 

111 

• 
• 

14 

• 
1 

• 

4 
167 

1 

• 

2 

• 

i 

• 
• 

147 

4i 

i 

n 

7 

8 

2 

35 

1 

3 

2 

11 

4 

1 

705 

41 
21 
60 
45 
68 
60 
56 
24 
45 
66 

47 

262 

213 

219 

202  |256!d22|213 

46 

1 

19 

1800 

• 

« 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


\ 


I 


pa 


1 


<? 


BIRT 

HS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS 

i  s  s  1 1  §  ^  1  g  § 

• 

§ 

« 

35 

• 

•     ct 

F^ 

IH 

1-H 

iH 

• 

• 

1^ 

• 

t^ 

001  »AO 

f-t 

•doi<no6 

• 

•       ^       « 

«-^ 

IH 

• 

»H 

«-l 

« 

• 

f-t 

S 

•o6<noe 

•^ 

^     CO     e« 

<0 

• 

■^ 

CO 

-N       CO 

» 

to 

9 

•OBOIO^ 

S 

^       kQ       CO 

lA 

— cb- 

00 

CO       00 

1^ 

CO 

S 

D^<n09 

db 

g    <d    t% 

00 

lA 

i6     kA 

<& 

*^ 

e 

•09O»0S 

1^ 

CO       CO       o 

s 

o 

!>. 

o 

»-1 

t^       0^ 

a 

ui 

1 

•os<no^ 

S 

*-    S    fc 

2 

1H 

s 

1^ 

IH 

Oi 

s 

W<n0G 

s 

s  s;  s 

'S 

s$ 

s 

CO       CO 

t; 

s 

i 

>* 

•oe<»»05 

» 

00       CO       j2 

!-•           ^           CO 

s 

s 

s 

» 

^       CO 

s;' 

a 

^ 

os^noi 

s 

lA       O       O 

9-i           I-i 

00 

00 

00 

lA 

« 

^ 

1 

O 

•oi<ns 

2 

2  a  « 

ai 

1^ 

00 

O 

0)       0) 

CO 

00 

55 

f-t 

1?o»8 

•N 
■^ 

»  ^  s 

s 

s 

S 

S 

S       2 

00 

T-4 

a 

t 

o 

•«<nT 

s   »^ 

Si 

s 

CO 

b 

Fi<          1-4 

s 

»-4 

i 

b 
g 

IjapuQ 

i§ 

^  }li  ^ 

S5 

s 

9 

$ 

S    $ 

9 

fe 

"* 

i 

CG 

1 

i 

Si  g 

i 

§ 

So 

^1 

1 

i    a 

§ 

ao 

i 

1 

1 

s 

8    S    1 

s 

s 

8 

S5 

S3  se 

s 

s 

• 

1-^ 

4 

§ 

8    I    § 

s 

s 

s 

s  s 

3 

s 

• 

§ 

4 

C0 

S    S    SI 

S 

JS 

s 

a  t5 

S 

a 

to 

1 

I 

1 

1 
r 

i 

1         •         1 
1         1         • 
1        I 

f  •§  1 

f 

1 

J 

I 

1 
1 

1 

1 
• 

1       1 
•       « 

Hi        1^4 

1 

• 
1 

1 
t 

• 

1 

1 
1 

! 
1 

1 
• 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


36 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS. 


•moj. 

§ 

§ 

2 

•H 

8  s 

s 

s 

s  s 

1^      1^ 

s 

§ 

s 

!3 

1 

w 

s 

'  <o 

a 

•^ 

a  ^ 

o 

1^ 

00 

'^ 

• 

s 

IH 

•00T<n06 

fH 

• 

^ 

<J*        « 

CO 

<6 

f-  « 

CO 

fH 

IH 

• 

S 

•06OJ08 

i^ 

2 

to 

«      Oi 

o 

•^ 

-  to     00 

g 

Oi 

a 

• 

s 

•08<no^ 

2 

^ 

50       g 

0^ 

s 

2    S 

QO' 

s 

s 

• 

§ 

•0^o»09 

a 

"00" 

00 

"acT 

10       0) 

fc^ 

o 

s   • 

to 

r; 

■»■■ 

»o 

8 

iH 

•09<nos 

t^       CO 

00 

c6 

Oi       CO 

d>' 

do 

*«■ 

e« 

s 

t 

•es  <n  0^ 

;o 

^ 

to 

^    2 

00 

00       00 

M 

N 

K 

fH 

8 

1 

wo»oe 

6d 

a 

O) 

s  a 

CO 

t^ 

s   ^ 

'ift  ■ 

b 

to 

■ 

8 

•oe<no5 

S" 

00       lA 

s 

a 

o      ^ 

dcJ- 

;* 

■■c6 

»H 

§ 

•05<noi 

o 

1^ 

CO 

to 

I^     l^ 

M) 

Ui 

co 

et 

r* 

• 

S 

g 

•oiois 

s 

Qb 

1^ 

«     o 

t^ 

i6 

CO       Oi 

c* 

^ 

e6 

<M 

^ 

@ 

SOI  5 

s 

2    S 

1^ 

00 

»A     CO'- 

A 

^ 

ob 

f^ 

iH 

3 

5 

•«o*l 

1^ 

Ud 

s  a 

o> 

CO 

CO       flO 

^ 

» 

IH 

»H 

$ 

1 

1^ 

Si 

S;  ^ 

o 

0.    IS 

1/3 

a 

CO 

1H 

^ 

^ 

1 

S 

§  S 

i 

s 

S5    8 

1H         ^ 

88 

s 

3 

fe 

1 

^ 

1 

s 

88 

@ 

?2    8 

s 

9 

s  s 

^ 

s 

13 

t^ 

i 

Eh 

1 

t^ 

$ 

w^ 

^ 

S    S 

s 

s 

9    9 

9 

8 

!? 

A 

1 

« 

^-4 

00 

^    »* 

CO 

^ 

•^   ■      • 

• 

• 

^ 

IH 

3 

1 
1 

t 

1 

• 
1 
1 

1 

1 
1 
• 

1 

1     1 
•     • 

1 
» 
t 

1 

1 

1         • 
1         1 
^       • 

P        Hi 

t 
• 
• 

1 
1 
1 

1 
• 

1 

1 

• 
1 

1 

• 
1 

<} 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BI 

BT 

HS, 

8 

MARRIAGBS  AND  DEATHa 

37 

•* 

K 

<to     ^ 

•* 

k^ 

W 

FH 

IH 

« 

<£> 

<tO       CO 

is 

•oai»Ao 

• 

IH 

•       * 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

■V 

• 

•            • 

w^ 

•001O106 

d^ 

»H 

pH        »H 

«^ 

dk 

f-« 

fH 

« 

IH 

^H 

•            • 

■g 

'06<»>08 

A 

■^ 

«*   2 

dk 

lO 

kN. 

e6 

t^ 

t^ 

s 

»■ 

"i 

•08<no^ 

c6 

»*  a 

a 

)s 

g 

s 

a 

s 

oo' 

a  -* 

OD 

M 
H 

•0AOI09 

s 

6 

t«      (0 

A 

dk 

^ 

<i6' 

CO 

00- 

*-1 

*' 

■s 

'09  en  09 

CO 

^ 

«6     «* 

OD 

s 

<;6 

09 

s 

a 

«" 

»    'v^- 

1 

8 
U 

•0SO»0^ 

^1 

K 

"*     «p 

s 

"tH" 

■"A 

<6 

-QO— 

"a    . 

"3 

Wa»06 

s' 

00 

9    « 

« 

a> 

a 

'oeo)os 

s; 

00 

*    S 

s 

2!{ 

S 

a 

S5 

g 

fc 

^    . 

§ 

i 

•05o»0t 

k^ 

••  -s 

s 

w 

d) 

<^ 

CO 

r« 

*- 

00      \ 

^ 

D 

w«is 

Si 

s  a 

l^ 

oo 

O) 

•* 

■* 

-^ 

K 

2   . 

1 

•s<n5 

d^ 

OQ     3 

SS 

d» 

s 

06 

a 

»*- 

»  . 

§ 

i 

•8<ni 

iH 

d> 

s  ^ 

^ 

S 

CO 

et 

u» 

^ 

«• 

oo 

I 

-xtai 

S 

rH 

fi   $ 

g) 

s 

OD 

t^ 

g 

s 

s 

55     . 

1 

1 

S 

8 

§ « 

1 

ii 

f^ 

S 

s. 

1 

S 

s 

i-i 

<8 

1 

s 

S 

s  s 

s 

3 

9 

9 

8 

s 

@ 

2    -" 

§ 

05 

8 

3 

8    S 

s 

^ 

@ 

% 

9 

s 

s 

fe .  ^ 

g 

n 

C9 

to-   e^ 

^ 

« 

eo 

CO 

e« 

CO 

C« 

Gf       Cf 

S 

;s 

! 

1 

1 
1 
1 

1 

1 

• 

• 
• 

1 

• 

• 
• 

1 

• 
• 

1 

1 
t 

1          • 
1          • 

• 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


88 


T^oX 


BIRTHS, 

8    2 


MARRIAGES  AND 

^    §    §    I    S    S 


DEATHS. 

8    S    S    $^ 


e« 


c5 — eft     ^ — © — i5 — 55 — 5* — e5 — oT 


•       09 


"S     CO     5«     ^     S     55     ^     oT 


•ooi<no6 


IS      i?5      S      ©      5*      r^      S      K      ^      CO      ^*~ 


"So 


•06<n08 


■^     c3     o     o     55     w     o 

»H        fM        fl        c«        »^        i-«        »H 


•ogo»(u 


p       i-«       Oi 


cS     ©     g     55     g     «     55     a     R     55     a     g" 


•0Z<n09 


"g      S      g      ©     Fi      (5     ao'    to     «     ^     55      ST 


Eh 

I 

Ci] 

I 
i 


.J 


•09<nos 


"00     &5     55     cT 


s 


•OS«K)^ 


CO       00       ^       tv       O       CO       O) 


woioe 


00       00       CO       00       U)       tA 


S    J5    S 


00     r«     CO     r«     "^ 


3 


•oeo^os 


^^       ^O       i^       €0       0> 


CO      CO      ^i      o 

tH         fH         PN         fH 


O       00       ^       t^ 


Ogoioi 


l^  '    00      ^      t^      CO      CO      00      00*    ^      ^     ^      oo" 


"05     F:     oo" 


"§     00     c5     BS     ^«     ^     o     iS     gT 


•OloiS 


Ok       60       CO       00       A       ^^       IQ       00       O       00       00       O 
»^         »-•         l*«  fl  «-i1  vH 


•S0»5 


•soil 


CO       00 
CO       (N 


T*     w     a     ^« 


"K     R     e«     i5" 


g 


•199/i 


00     »     00     00     51     iS     00     ^P     51     cT" 


1 


t4 

<8 


SS$SSStg9S{3&sS 


8    @    S:9    S    S    S    13    $    S    3.3 


i^otiovHCteoiHpHMri^       •     G^ 


I 


1 


•      .1.1       I       I       I       I       I       I       I 


I       I       t       I       I       I       I       I       I       I 


i  i 


?4 


ii 


111 


I* 


i  ^ 


^    £    S    ^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BIRTHS,  HARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS. 


D 

8 

a 
Pi 

in 


§ 

7 


n 

••1 

Eh 


■  Tnox 

B 

s 

S3 

8S 

ts 

9 

a; 

8 

%   g 

9 

^ 

9 

§ 

•P9» 

et 

tf« 

'et 

it 

^ 

• 

CO 

•         ■ 

Qk 

(0 

S5 

S 

•00l<»»06 

• 

iH 

« 

« 

fH 

00 

pH 

pH 

«        fH 

iH 

• 

s 

•06OI08 

K 

1-4 

do 

« 

c4 

'tk 

■66 

■^ 

C«        fH 

■i6 

«« 

ss 

•os'noi 

lA 

fH 

lO 

• 

'  64 

• 

M 

^ 

i6    e« 

IB 

i6 

^ 

•0ZOI09 

«* 

dk 

e^ 

d« 

IH 

• 

dl 

Cd 

"^        «H 

04' 

■c6 

IS 

•<»o»(K 

<6 

c« 

6i 

CI 

PH 

-^ 

1^ 

lO 

.    "   « 

OD 

fH 

^ 

•os<»»» 

^ 

1^ 

"v 

Ob 

tH 

•A 

"W-i 

4flr 

c6     e« 

^ 

CO 

'^ 

w<>»oe 

« 

d« 

c« 

CO 

»1 

<0 

i-< 

» 

r-«       6l 

^ 

«■ 

£« 

-oeotog 

00 

r«. 

-^ 

lO 

^ 

CO 

c6 

00 

c«  .^ 

C« 

1^ 

!!^ 

•OB«»»OI 

^ 

c* 

CO 

CO 

iH 

^ 

^^ 

tk 

1-4         « 

ei 

• 

^ 

•OIO»S 

OD 

• 

p^ 

f^ 

CO 

V 

M 

M 

O         rt 

»i 

-^ 

s; 

•s<n8 

€0 

09 

et 

CO 

<6 

iv 

kv 

1-4 

>6      l^"" 

OD 

<* 

$ 

"SO*! 

« 

e« 

46 

6k 

<Hk 

^ 

lA 

IH 

P^         »H 

^ 

ei 

$ 

0( 

Sk 

• 

^ 

>o 

cd> 

« 

lO 

lO         1^ 

4 

d) 

$ 

3 

8 

!3 

% 

fe 

9 

9S 

s 

s  s 

$ 

$! 

9 

J 

1 

g| 

S 

fc 

a 

s 

8 

00 

s 

S    3 

S 

SI 

• 

^ 

l| 

S 

g 

S 

s 

s 

Si 

s 

SI 

S    g 

S 

s; 

• 

s 

et 

1^ 

ot 

CO 

> 

Ift 

pH 

CO 

09 

•    et 

• 

01 

9 

8 

1 

i 

5 

1 

1 

1 
1 
1  * 

• 
1 
1 

1 

1 
r 

1 

1 
1 

1 
1 
1 

1 
1 

1 
• 

1       1 

1 
1 
1 

» 
1 
1 

1 

< 

%     1 

1 

1 
1 

1 
1 

1 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


40 


BIRTHS,  MARRUGES  AND  DEATBS. 


TWX 

9 

^ 

S! 

81 

SI  s 

fit 

Is 

s 

Ei 

ts 

is 

r^ 

g 

T0» 

»H 

d^ 

• 

to 

• 

'^ 

tt 

■ar" 

f^ 

"W 

• 

• 

If 

•001  »AO 

•ooi<no6 

iH 

• 

• 

11 

• 

•          • 

fH 

• 

• 

• 

• 

fH 

• 

"cT 

•06<no8 

dk 

K^ 

e^ 

»H 

^    « 

• 

IH 

• 

• 

«■' 

1-4 

-c«" 

S 

•08<noz 

»o 

»0 

CI 

CO 

•0      «0 

•^ 

<& 

fH 

1-4 

ao 

k^ 

• 

§ 

'a:«»od 

c* 

^i4 

« 

**, 

d*     c6" 

^ 

CO 

dk 

• 

d« 

CO" 

iH    • 

s« 

9H 

•09<nos 

CO 

d^ 

f^ 

fH 

.     « 

Ct 

»H 

G^ 

IH 

CO 

0( 

• 

gl 

^ 

s 

'09<no^ 

CI 

« 

■|H 

ipf 

.     « 

6i 

« 

• 

M 

• 
■ 

^ 

H 

w<noe 

"^ 

C5 

rH 

•0 

iH         -^ 

<« 

fH 

IH 

^ 

If 

a 

s 

oeojog 

r« 

iH 

61 

.  c6 

fH     eo 

• 

d^ 

■    PH 

•■t6' 

di 

• 

c3 

•oso»oi 

'^. 

61 

6b 

« 

.H       CO 

€4 

06 

IH 

^fit" 

ci" 

fH 

IH 

1 

9 

'oi<ns 

*t> 

'* 

f^ 

• 

CO      ^ 

• 

iH 

pH 

0( 

c« 

^ 

• 

S 

H 

•s<n5 

CO 

*H 

dik 

^ 

*1        fH 

• 

to 

c« 

•■35" 

ci" 

fH 

•^ 

81 

•s<ni 

C( 

■^ 

rH 

fH 

IH        iH 

CO 

fH 

• 

fH 

p-1 

• 

• 

^ 

1 

CO 

1^ 

di 

1   - 

CO 

t%        10 

CI 

CO 

e« 

^ 

■«■ 

"3r 

^ 

I 

9 

n 

s 

SI 

a  s 

s; 

is 

s 

Si 

S3 

s 

t% 

g 

1 

i 

SI 

s 

s 

s 

S    g 

a 

s 

0 

•-1 

a 

s 

Oft 

fH 

§ 

t^ 

1 

00 

fe 

CO 

A 

2    S 

s 

s 

•^ 

3 

55 

a 

CO 

8 

•H 

ll 

i^H 

M» 

0« 

1H 

C9      Ct 

c« 

«* 

^ 

• 

• 

IH 

eo 

s 

! 

B 

1 

1 
1 
1 

1 
1 

t 

i 

f 

• 
1 

1 
1 

1 

1          1 
1          1 

1'      ^ 

1 
t 

2: 

1 
• 

1 
• 

• 

• 
• 

1 
» 
1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS. 


41 


•1*40X 

g 

Si 

g| 

8i 

S 

S 

S{ 

s 

SI 

s 

s 

S3 

^ 

§ 

• 

ct 

• 

• 

IH 

fH 

• 

^H 

• 

FH 

• 

• 

s 

$ 

"00T<n06 

^^ 

• 

• 

• 

•• 

• 

fH 

• 

• 

fH 

• 

f^ 

• 

^ 

"06o»08 

"^ 

CO 

fH 

» 

• 

F-4 

»o 

(^^ 

CO 

« 

• 

'c* 

• 

Si 

•08<a0Z 

CO 

CO 

CO 

• 

CO 

»o 

F-4 

CO 

»-i 

•^ 

F>4 

Ol 

wi 

s 

•oz<no9 

CO 

1-1 

• 

~0I~ 

CO 

« 

•^ 

c« 

01 

01 

Oi 

»^ 

CO 

F-4 

^ 

>* 

•09o»0fi 

« 

• 

CO 

(M 

01 

•^ 

ot 

1-1 

01 

FH 

• 

Si 

•09<nw 

CO 

• 

• 

« 

iH 

•A 

FH 

FH 

F^ 

rH 

»H 

CO 

• 

s 

wo»oe 

Vi 

-?r- 

c« 

1^ 

• 

1-i 

CO 

sr 

F1 

• 

• 

lA 

• 

s; 

S5 

•oe<noc 

CI 

<M 

eo 

CO 

•^ 

1^ 

"^ 

ot 

FH 

~co~ 

FH 

CO 

FH 

^ 

5 

"05OJ0I 

CO 

C* 

rH 

r^ 

00 

• 

« 

FH 

CO 

• 

s; 

•oi«ns 

• 

(N 

CO 

CO 

FH 

• 

• 

FH 

c5 

o« 

0< 

'JJ' 

• 

^ 

h 

•Soig 

« 

• 

•^ 

« 

w 

F^ 

FH 

'^ 

•^ 

'^ 

<*« 

CO 

• 

^ 

1 

•soil 

• 

'^ 

fh 

00 

W5 

f^ 

"^ 

OI 

»-« 

iO 

(N 

• 

• 

« 

o 

-juaiC 

« 

"^ 

6i 

W5 

»rt 

« 

F^ 

Ol 

« 

•^ 

rH 

.CO 

•^ 

ss 

I  «p«a 

1 1 

s 

S 

SI 

s 

s 

8. 

S; 

s; 

s 

n 

^ 

io 

g 

J 

{£ 

S 

s 

eo 

^ 

i-i 

s 

W5 

r« 

j2 

?o 

1 

d 

s 

Oi 

fH 

FH 

CO 

— i 

2 

00 

a 

a 

?; 

»^ 

F1 

'^ 

3 

F^ 

• 

CO 

^ 

CO 

»H 

• 

•^ 

01 

eo 

fH 

rH 

s* 

5! 

f 

t 

t 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 

« 

1 

1 

1 
t 

« 
1 

'   1 

t 
1 

« 

t 
1 

1       1 
•       1 

i 

5 

s 
s 

1 

1 

f 

t 

< 

I 

K 

1 

•-»• 

1 

1 

1 

1 

t 

< 

1 

1 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


42 


BIRTHS,  MARRUGES  AND  DEATHS. 


It, 
D 
O 
O 

pes 


OS 
pes 
CQ 


WOX 

S 

S 

J; 

s 

S3    ^ 

?{  s 

» 

s; 

Pi 

^ 

t^ 

i 

T9I 

• 

1-4 

IH 

IH         i-H 

• 

• 

« 

Ol 

• 

a 

•001 -leK) 

• 

pH 

• 

• 

• 

•        • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

iH 

0010106 

»H 

• 

• 

r^ 

.-1      (5* 

fH         iH 

Ol 

»H 

• 

' 

•06<no8 

ck 

CO 

^H 

Ot 

^       CO 

CO       »-* 

CO 

1-4 

lo 

Ol 

^ 

•08<noz 

r* 

CO 

« 

iH 

CO       '^ 

CO        pH 

^ 

CD 

CO 

Ol 

^ 

OZ  0?  09 

e« 

CI 

6( 

• 

^       CO 

r-4 

»H 

• 

ct 

»H 

1^ 

"5 

•09<nos 

6k 

1— 

6t 

CO 

d     dk 

rH       CO 

• 

• 

CO 

-^ 

»H 

SI 

•05  010^ 

01 

^ 

Ct 

•       • 

'^f       (N 

ct 

~co~ 

~co~ 

""CD"" 

~~iH"~ 

1 

WO108 

r-4 

CO 

^ 

C8 

«     -1- 

CO       CO 

^ 

•oe<nog 

CO 

CO 

CO 

01 

•-H      »o 

Tf          0> 

-^ 

^ 

^ 

■lb    ■ 

■§ 

•05<noi 

CO 

CO 

'^l' 

^ 

^     ^ 

-1       Ol 

1-4 

fH 

Ol 

CO 

"1 

•oi<ns 

CO 

iH 

,• 

»A 

^         iH 

CO 

ct 

1H 

ct 

• 

s 

•s<ns 

« 

c6 

»r< 

c4 

Ct         fH 

ct     ^ 

« 

"^ 

•  • 

w 

S; 

•go^i 

05 

l/b 

et 

lo 

m     ^ 

1^ 

• 

• 

Ol 

Ol 

S 

I  lepan 

l-H 

r* 

^ 

^     ^ 

Ot       CO 

01 

00 

CO 

CO 

»o 

& 

1 

s 

9 

s 

9 

c5    ^ 

s  s 

» 

^ 

s 

^ 

r^ 

i 

M 

<8 

1 

s 

s 

1-1 

s; 

S    S 

IS   s 

2 

r^ 

n 

s 

• 

% 

1 

iS 

00 

CO 

1— 

2    gj 

3    « 

a 

2 

1^ 

0> 

CO 

i| 

»H 

ct 

CI 

ct 

^       CO 

>-l     « 

r^ 

ct 

r^ 

^ 

-^ 

S 

1 

1 
1 
1 

1 

1 
1 
• 

1 

1 
1 
1 

1 

1 
1 

•< 

September,    - 
October, 

December,     - 

« 
• 

1 
1 

1 
1 

1 
t 

1 

1 
t 

1 

1 
1 

1 

<; 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BIRTHS, 

MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS 

• 

43 

•mox 

e 

e 

S 

e 

R 

s 

9  s 

9 

@ 

s 

9     . 

§ 

•pa; 

» 

-^ 

CO 

CO 

-^ 

-^ 

CO       -^ 

tH 

« 

■;d- 

^H 

"If 

■«W?0|y[ 

•OOI^dAQ 

•    •    •  '^    

IH« 

^^ 

^^ 

e« 

01 

i-i 

IH 

1-4 

iH 

fH 

01 

f-1 

'*■ 

'00l<n06 

iH 

rt 

^ 

"^ 

Ct 

Ifl 

-*    ^ 

l^ 

'^ 

CO 

\6 

^ 

•06<no8 

01 

€0 

»o 

-^ 

t^ 

^ 

-H         (6 

CO 

"o 

<0 

0 

F^ 

•08<noz 

IH 

»H             • 

CO 

t^ 

•A 

"4 

t^ 

CO 

'* 

'^     to 

^ 

06 

« 

CO 

sS 

•o^<no9 

t 

CO 

^ 

C( 

01 

-^ 

»H         l-l 

^ 

« 

'^ 

s 

•09<n05 

•            « 

CO 

00 

c« 

^ 

ifi 

;o 

"CO       'ili 

CO 

10 

Tl« 

CO 

s 

•Ofio^OT 

O 

«o 

;o 

CO 

y> 

iH 

CO 

«    ^ 

"^ 

CO 

10 

-^ 

9 

O 

wo»oe 

W 

a 

« 

Tl« 

Ud 

Tl« 

CO 

00       CO 

CO 

Ud 

CO 

CO 

s 

2 

•oe<no5 

•os<noi 

t* 

w" 

• 

CO 

• 

r^ 

iH 

tH 

CO 

-^ 

»H 

» 

o 

•oi<ns 

<5 

'^ 

•d* 

d« 

'*«• 

» 

ot      «* 

CO 

• 

fH 

01 

sn 

C9 

16 

^ 

0) 

d> 

m 

fH        01 

CO 

'  M 

CO 

-^ 

c6 

p 

•s<n5 

iH 

-< 

11 

^» 

t3 

CO 

01 

Gk 

>A 

«i|( 

-^ 

ot 

fH 

<« 

IH 

!!^ 

s 

75011 

pH 

• 

• 

o 

.n»iC 

s 

di 

00 

S 

"* 

9 

00       CO 

^ 

06 

(6 

** 

3 

o 

I  »p«a 

iH 

.J 

1 

g 

@ 

s 

8 

s 

S 

9  » 

9 

s 

8 

3    . 

§ 

11 

ss 

Si 

s 

SS 

^ 

g 

s   ^ 

s 

^ 

s« 

8     ' 

^ 

H 

1 

s 

SS 

» 

{3 

8 

Si 

SJ    ^ 

s 

s 

I; 

s    • 

i 

i\ 

t^ 

^ 

00 

t% 

fc* 

r* 

« 

• 

pH 

fH 

• 

n 

i 

i 

I 
i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 
1 
1 

1 

1 
1 

1 

• 
1 

1 
1 

t         1 

il  1 

1 
• 

1 
1 

1 

1 
1 
1 

1         « 
1        1 

1 
1 

1 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


44 


T^OX 


BIRTHS, 


•00l<n06 


p 
o 
o 


pa 


•06  01  08 


"Oi3<na: 


•0^<n09 


•09<no5 


•os<no^ 


wo»oe 


•oe<nog 


•or.  <n  01 


•OIOJS 


•9<nc 


•s<ni 


I 


K 


I? 


n 
I 


MARRIAGES  AND 

S    IS    9    9S    S    S 


DEATHS. 

iS    SI    S    S3 


CO     c«     ^     55     ^     Jh" 


-    .  s 


"S     c«     w     cT" 


«       r-i       ii       CO       W       -^ 


«       i-H       CO 


CO       "^       1-4       01       0»       W       CO 


co*-Heo*-ioo^c«co 


Ot      CO      ct 


•Hi-icoi-ico;oc«c« 


"c^     «     So" 


CI       C«       Ot       d       (^(       fH       0( 


fH        CO        »-» 


CO       "^       eO       (N       W5       01 


~«       «      "cO       i^H       W 


«     T-i     Tf     i^     ot     CO     ^5     c«     vS     c»     ot     ST 


<?<       11       CO       -^       d 


Qi 


•H        Ol        CO        F-        F^        1-1        r-l 


1-^      lO      -^      oi 


""C5      S^      ^      ?H      gsT" 


1-1       d       1-1       n       o 


"^=5     c^l     gT" 


d       CO       1-1       U3       |>»       CO 


c«     ^«      «      ^> 


SSS8S8SSSJ58SSS 


ssaj;s<»«ag 


00       t«       A 


SSSS««>««>»5»* 


»-»     ^     c«     eo 


s 


»         •         I         I         I         f 
•        •        *        <        I        • 


S    ' 


I  i 


1 


W5 


s 


s 


>5 


s 


a  »?  ^  <  i2 


^ 


it 


s  ^  J  I  J 
•?  fe  a   <  K 


1  1 


o 


u" 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BIRTHS,  MARRUGES  AND  DEATHS. 


46 


o 

h 

I-} 


O 


WOX 

!S 

3    '& 

S 

s 

S 

s  -^ 

^   S 

is 

!3     . 

s 

or 

t^    « 

00 

CO 

«>■ 

^ 

-w     ei 

Oi  ■ 

f-« 

g 

001  «Ao 
•00lo»06 

•     " 

»H 

c^ 

»-l         iH 

r^ 

r-1 

• 

«       01 

•             • 

• 

' 

^ 

•06  0*08 

?o 

«0         Tl« 

1-4 

lo 

»o 

fc^    « 

l-^         t* 

CO 

•^ 

1^ 
10 

•08<n0i 

''* 

CO       l> 

00 

01 

t6     c6 

CO       CO 

CO 

1^ 

H 

•0^o»09 

•^ 

»o      t* 

■^ 

*ft 

0 

10       01 

00     CO 

10 

»o 

3 

•09  0*05 

^ 

^     '^" 

• 

to 

*« 

01      I-I 

00       "^ 

CO 

CO 

•os<nor 

(N 

r*     w 

-^ 

"^ 

c6 

W5       Tji 

»o      45* 

~co~ 

~co       ^ 

9 

•ot<noc 

00 

Oi       CO 

CO 

« 

CO 

CO       00 

10     1-^ 

S 

•oeo^og 

t^ 

o      <0 

CO 

do 

1-^ 
1-1 

oC)      & 

01     cb 

CO 

«:» 

g 

05  0*01 

c4 

CO       i-i 

01 

CO 

0* 

»o    bl 

01 

• 

CO  • 

Tj» 

ss 

•Olo*s 

1-< 

«       CO 

fH 

'^. 

^^ 

^     1^ 

iH 

1— < 

01 

"s 

•So*S 

« 

■^     ^ ' 

db 

-75- 

CO 

CO     e« 

«    ^ 

et 

fi- 

-z^i 

eg 

-^      01 

TT" 

€& 

"* 

CO 

01       01 

1-H 

CO 

^ 

It  iapnn 

o 

<:*     cb 

i^ 

10 

0) 

^        Ud 

1-1 

eo 

CO 

"g 

Eh 

S5 

3    S 

8 

S 

s 

S     !S 

58    S 

$> 

Jg    • 

i 

1 

1 

S 

%    g; 

r-4 
CO 

^ 

s$ 

S     ^ 

a    2 

S 

8     • 

i 

1 

S 

^    ^ 

S 

S3 

s 

s;  ^ 

a  s 

9 

s    • 

^ 

l| 

ot 

€0       Iv 

■^ 

lA 

c« 

IH        11 

Oi       rH 

^S 

• 

s$ 

< 

J 

s 

1 

1 
1 
1 

1 

1          • 
•          • 
1          1 

I 
1 

•3 

• 
1 

1 
1 

»            1 
»            1 

t           1 
1  "^       • 

•-»       fa 

1 

1 
1 

April,    -       -       - 
Not  stated,     - 

1 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


46 


•l«lox 


BIRTHS, 


MARRIAGES  AND 

%    $    S    3    %    g{ 


DEATHS. 

S    S3    « 


•pal 


CO      CO 


^     fo     c«     o5     55     S     eo     «     ^^ 


OOlJaAQ 


001<n06 


« 


-^ — 5? — ^ — SI — ;=r 


C^^       CD 


CD 


•06<no8 


^H^      ^5      J^i      S5      CO      CO      Tl« 


00       CO       00       ^ 


"§ 


'08^01 


01       Ol 


^     11     ^     5«     ^     35     CHl     55     R" 


z 
p 
o 
o 

m 
.J 

I 


o 

I— I 

.J 
ca 


-0^0109 


-^     « — ?^ 


00       «       00 


•09  0*09 


IH        «        C*        00 


•os<not 


"S     1^     ?H     «     «     ;:m     ;h     51     ss     C5     ?r   co" 


"^ ^ g« =9 CO      c« 


w<noe 


CO      i-l      -^ 


•08o;os 


WOOOOJ^^OO^COCOOOi^OO 


CO       CO       ^       ^       01       Ot       fH 


•05  0*01 


p^       00 


0«       01 


•Oio^s 


"sr 


•fioig 


*-i     01     01     r*     i-i 


1S      5?      25      ?5      5?5~ 


Si 


•soil 


cocot^oooTit.t^coeokAoi^ 


I 


SglS!SS^SglSI^!3:;S 


H 


^1 


«         l-H         ._  .    . 

1-^         fH         l->4         Ct 


t^        1-j        S        <H        00        ^ 

Of  fH  l-l  !-• 


?0       -^       "^       « 
1*^        1-4        fH        Ol 


•^^^^SfiCOC^IftOOfc^^OO 
iHfH«Cli-«fHiH  ,Hi-«i-l 


CO       l-l       C*^      iH       00       00 


01     CO     ;o 


n 


I 


I         I         t         I         t         I 


•  r     I         •         •         •         I 


till 


I        t        1         • 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BIRTHS,  MARRUOES  AND  DEATHS. 


47 


^l«|ox 

1-« 

s 

S    S    9    SI 

s 

s  s 

00 

s 

a 

Ift 

S 

• 

i-i       i-i      Ol 

• 

e« 

«        • 

• 

»H 

• 

»-« 

"oo 

•0010^06 

• 

• 

p^ 

*H 

•            ■ 

~V^~ 

""pH 

~co 

-      - 

«• 

•06<no8 

• 

• 

01       i-i       i-< 

• 

Of 

^       CO 

J3 

^ 

g 

•08<noz 

^^ 

6l 

1-4         CO         "^t         ,-1 

CO 

rH 

CO 

fH 

c« 

1-^ 

8 

W<n09 

• 

« 

FH       CO       01 

1-1 

FH           »^ 

w 

' 

^1 

fH 

CO 
fH 

< 

•09<nos 

• 

^          ^       W       CO 

^H 

tH 

• 

• 

• 

05 

"OS  010^ 

• 

Ol       i-i       CO 

• 

1-4 

• 

• 

FH 

<n 

2 

Q 

W<noe 

FH 

'H       Ot       0(       Of 

_• 

• 

• 

0« 

^^ 

"S 

•oe<nog 

(N 

CO 

^       *-•       "V       CO 

*^ 

01       ^ 

et 

• 

'^ 

S 

t 

^ 

•06<noi 

• 

• 

f-4      .     ^ 

0( 

•            • 

• 

• 

• 

CO 

g 

•01  o»  9 

• 

• 

•                                       ■ 

1-« 

lO 

• 

CO 

CO 

« 

00 

1^ 

D 

•s<ns 

• 

■ 

'^    Tf    Tit      ^ 

Ol 

»ft 

0« 

CO 

or- 

i-< 

^ 

75<ni 

CO 

• 

01       ''H.      CO 

• 

• 

CO 

^ 

^^ 

• 

s 

""^^JT" 

CO 

«     r*     »-i     -^ 

CO 

C9       •«' 

rH 

do 

"cT- 

pH 

s 

1 

1 

S  S  9  g; 

s 

s  s 

00 

FH 

S 

O) 
IH 

lO 

5 

CO 

1 

CO 

00 

»•    8    S5    3 

S; 

K     t» 

a 

t* 

o 

t-1 

s 

1 

00 

QO 

s  3  a  * 

CO 

«  s 

CO 

0> 

05 

Tl« 

ll 

•            •             •         f^         .  *            •            •            •            •             ■             ■            •            , 

iH 

h 

i 

8 

•4 

§ 

s 

1 
1 
t 

1 

1 
1 
1 

i 

•        1        I        1 
1       II       1 

t  ^  a  <s 

1 
1 

z, 

1          1 
(         • 
^        i 

W       1^ 

1 
1 
i 

1 
1 
1 

1 
1 

t 

< 

1 
1 

1 

1 

1 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


48 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS. 


s; 


£$^s;$s^{sg3g$^s;s 


OQIJaAQ 


C^t         r-l         i-H         f-1 


ooiojoe 


lHi-«i-1i-li-l»H  »Hrt 


3 


•06<no8 


§    5 


fe    3    i?    $    is    9    $    S    S 


•OS<noL 


S    S    iS  '  @ 


8   S 


@   t:   S 


?• 


"CO" 


CX) 


•0A«109 


S     ig 


s  ^  s  s 


(N        (»        i-H 
Vd        U)        |> 


8  8~~t  sss^sggg 


'09o»0S 


•0SO»0f 


•v     to 


SSSSS^SSI 


■T5^ 


o 

M 

H 

M 
< 

H 
P< 


wo»oe 


O        rl 
00       !<■ 


•08O105 


2    g    S  "S" 


s  s  s 


S    t:    iS 


1-4        »-*        GO 
»^       O       l^ 


^  ss 


01 


i 


•05  0^01 


00        ^ 


9  s  s 


o 


9  ^ 


s  ^  $ 


•oi<ns 


@    5    S    S 


!§    ^ 


^    8.  ^    « 


d)     CO   ^o     fh     i^h     !>;     co~ 

F»     Ob     ^     o     t*     lo     Ti< 


•fio^s 


6    S    B    ^ 


-^ — ^=r 


*C0»i 


S    S    8    §    I 


§  .%    5    - 


^ 


Ijapun 


^        CO 


I 


s    I    g. 


g? 


(4 


So    2 


l^^liiii 


© 


s 


§'5  ii 


£; 


_8 


«a 


ss  s  s  s;  g:'  HI  S3I  .s  SI  s  SI  9^  s 


o 


a-  I 


»•  5  ^  •«) 


III   5-  I  ^"  ^ 

^        *       I-      i      r^       I      I     I 


I 
5       ^ 


ij 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS. 


49 


p 

p 
o 

C5 


p 


4 


0/ 


•gTTXOX 

o 

'saxnQ  OUT 

iXX3aXtfT(^ 

<^i(i     •     .     •    .;o     -CO    •     • 

.   .   . 

s 

•aisTxeizvTS 

•t^iH^    •wocow 

s 

*HXa01UTJ 

i^ott^^tH   •aoiHt^ 

is 

**iox8ras 

•QOCO^iH    .^    •«    •    • 

•  ^   • 

s 

110.17101^ 

•  ^t*ivfH   .^e»ao 

ti 

•inixmrvj 

.^C0«Oi-4     •l^l-*'^     -fH 

.  pH     • 

8 

•XVIHSXVXg 

iHlO^^O      •      --^     •OOiH     • 

•CO     • 

9 

'iracujiT{{ 

•  OICOTI*     •     •CO'Hi-i     .iH 

«      .      . 

» 

*XVIB8<]ITH 

fe 

mxxsxdxoAl 

^2S2^  -S^S  -^ 

.IHCO 

% 

*xx8anaai|^ 

^s8S~^a«s  '-" 

•OliH 

1-^ 

•Mflflg 

^Scss  •  -g-^s  --^ww- 

^ 

rH 

"xnroxxns 

S»8S«  -S^S  -^ 

.^      . 

Is 

n 

s 

(35 

Disease  of  the  Brain,      - 
Inflammation  of  Brain,    - 
Dropsy  in  the  Head, 
Apoplexy,      -        -        - 
Epilepsy, 

Lethargy,       -        - 
Palsy,    ...        - 
Insanity,        ... 

1      I 
•      • 

it 

1 

1 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


50 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS. 


1^ 

Eh 


•BTTXOX 


'SXKOQ  OUT 

xarxaaxnTi^ 


■xisTxsmTa 


•HXnOHXIj 


*aox8ni^ 


"XlOiIHO^ 


-HiTumij 


'aviHSXHxg 


'iraadoiTji 


*ainH8aHTj{ 


maxsxavo^ 


*xaBiiaai|^ 


'ZX6B3 


-xio.f^iiS 


'gSl**?!??^ 


•00     •  ^     'CO 


•SS 


^co   -o   •^0100 


coc«^    •«« 


•a 


i 


•  CO    -Oi 


•Oi 


.«  .g  •««§ 


•01     -CJ     'CO-^O 


^«  .1.  •^  .g 


•«^fil     .COiH 


SI    -W-Hg 


1-rc*   •  i« w eo 01  »-i ?o r" 


iHiHlHI^CO 


S;«J5 


•  wsoo; 


C«  0(  iH  lA  1/9 1>    •0Ol/9( 


*  58*^6 


«     •C0g»ft»O'^"^Q0W 
iH  CO 


s 


3 


S 


S 


91 


J§ 


a  e 
M  H 


»    I    I    I    I    I     ^  •    •    i 


&§. 


.'s's  .1 


I     I     I     I 


llll 


,lf«£^ii-l'l:i 
ll-illl^lli 


w^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATH& 


51 


m 


I 

K 
PQ 


•STTXOX 


*gXXflQ 
7^  .LXX3aXIIT|J 


*VT9TX8IZVTg[ 


•HAaoiUlj 


-10X8IHS 


nnojTiO|^ 


*JZmHT7iJ 


'ZHiBnniars 


'jracuMTii 


*siiiHSdaiT|][ 


ifxxmaiio^ 


01     •     .fH 


fH     •fHOt 


•iHOIiH 


•  Ficcei 


c« 


et 


CI 


10  09 


€0 


od 


'xas7iafti||[[ 


•xasflg 


-xio.f.fag 


as 


•WWiH 


ow* 


a  • 


I       4       I       I       I 


flTc  '    '     ' 
^  «d    I    I    I 

MS 


f 


iiHii 


Qp'^olS 


SP 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


50 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS. 


•S1TXOX 

^^8«»  gsijsssjsesss^s 

s 

xarxonxiiyi^ 

01 iH   .00   •coco   .... 

c« 

*XTSTX6iniyS 

i^fHi-^   .     cteoeo   •  'i-<   -ciei   .»-«.•   . 

s 

'nxnoHXTj 

o   .»H   .       .etcoet   .«co»Hci   'lo   •   • 

'Toxsng 

^     .1-1     •       «!-•     •«     •C0»HOD»i-«     •»l    • 

J* 

'XTOJVOIJ 

«...          .««»-liHCO     .-^     .     .     .     .     . 

^ 

•JMIMTHJ 

«    .«    •         -Wi-i    •    .    .^fhC«»h    .    .00 

IS 

i 

•XVIHSXHXg 

W3    .    .    .         •C9l.^    ..  .    .di^    •    ••H    •    . 

s 

d 

*iZ3aajCTH 

1-1    ..    •        -COCl    •    .    'f-li-H    ...... 

at) 

I 

'ZHIHfUniTH 

s 

mxxsaovoAl 

g|   .cof-i     ^|5«>g   •«ocooi'*ci«   -co 

1 

*xx8X7aai|^ 

gFHCOiH       C0g»O-^69C««lOCO     -Clf-iCO 

2 

-xaseg 

jj   -coiH     c>tGste«e«   •   •'-••-•55   •«  "^ 

s 

-x^o.fifas 

go^mc«     ^»aoe«^t^   *1SS$^^   *^ 

i 

s 

Inflanunation  of  Bowels, 
"             of  Throat, 
"             of  Stomach, 

of  Liver, 
"             of  Peritone- 
um,   - 
Bowel  Complaint,  - 
Liver  Complaint,    - 
Colic,    .        -        -        . 
Cramp  in  Stomach, 
Stoppage,      -        -        - 
Hernia,-        .        -        - 
Teething,      - 
Canker,-        .        -        - 
Worms,         .       -       - 
Jaundice,       -        -        . 
Hemonhoids,  (Piles,)      - 
Dyspepsy,      -        -        - 

I 
1 

1 

%^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS. 


68 


•vmax 


et<-it«At«     "Hi-i 


•|J5 


% 


as 


-gaxnQ  our 


•  ct  • 


CO 


'xiarxsmTQ 


-Hxaojuij 


-ntoxsrag 


•01 


CO 


*xioji[Ofg[ 


•  aov^ 


Q 


7 


[3 


-nmuirs^ 


'xwHUVxg 


•  •  ^  ot 


-Ma(U]CTI{ 


'aHIHMNTH 


*HaX8X31IO^ 


^  •  -8^ 


SS 


"XHsnaaiiil 


v-4     •r^fOCO        «H 


S 


-xass^ 


-XTOa^Q^ 


•  *H.     •  J5  C«  •  i^ 


lO 


I 


•     I     •     •     •    J     I 


•fi   .a 

I     •     I     I     I    O    I    o 


.tfl's 


ill  a  rgTs 

Hull 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


54  BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS. 

•BITXOX  "^  «       t^       C^  CO       f^ 


H 

I 
o 


1^ 


X3X3I1JJIT|^ 


*XTaTX8inTg 


-HXaOJUTJ 


TOXfilVS 


*XTOJHOf^ 


-mixArrsj 


*XVIH8X«X£[ 


'tfxadonrH 


'XVIHSdOITH 


-VXX633H0^ 


-xxsaiaaiig 


-XXfiS^ 


«xT0.i.iag 


s 


p^otooot   •   't^otiven 


•s  •'"**S 


fhia    •coi-4CtiHCi    •Ai-fudao    -iQ 


^s 


•  ^     .fH     •!>     •  rH     •l/3^fH 


CO     •O) 


«E5  •^wg!-^'*  •g|**'^S  •§ 


•J? 


i-i »N 21  eo i-iiH oi fh ^ lo   .1% 


^a 


C«CO     •!«     .i^iHfH     .OiC«     -^     •« 


'S  • 


»HOiOiC«     '00     •     •fHCOfHfHOO     •« 


•  pHp^rH     •O*^     «     •  vH     't^^     'CO 
h»  r^  CO  (N 


•8s^«s  •g^sa^sj-'s 


«S®3Sfe''8«*8*'^r:  -2  • 


««§8'^S«5SS^8a"8  '8  — 


«S{58SS8*fe«®«S2S  'S-^ 


S 


S 


@ 


3 


$ 


ss 


S8 


I       I       I       I       I       I       I      4       I       I       •       I       i       t       I       I       I       I 


I       I       I       I      1       I       I       I       •       I       I       f       I       I       I       t       I       I 


IlliriUii  ».4t  i 


& 


^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS. 


66 


•STTXOX 


CI       ^^  ^ 


-SXXnQ  OilT 


•  ^%li     -i-^CO 


•1H      'iH      t,    -W^H 


'noTXsiraTQ 


vH    •CD     'COAft    'tH     .FHClfHfHC*     •     -co 


•HXaOJUTJ 


fH     .O     •'^OO     •     -CHlft^^^tH     'COi-l     'OOf^ 


•-<«« 


-loxfiras 


«   -^   -i^ciet 


.«   •   -i-i 


'XTOJIIO^ 


•COC>i 


02 


I 

1-3 


-Mfniimi^ 


rH     .Oi^i-Hd 


.e«iHFH   . ^   .   .CO 


-xniHBXVxg 


ii    -OiC««^ 


•  c>icoe« 


•00  00  f 


-UaOdDITI] 


C«    •©>    •     -fH 


?o    .    .    .d^ 


'SHIH8dIIT|] 


W     .^OfHCOt^    •!-•«     '^C* 


•d    *  ^    'OO*^    •  ^^ 


'vaxfiaavo^ 


^    .g|cot^c«^   .c«^«ao«ot»H   'S*^    '   'cooi 


*xx8X7aaip[ 


OOCOgO>«OOC«    •  fH  <o -«*  «  f-<  ot «    'S^*^    *S^ 


"xxssg 


»H « »H '«*'«* g i-i « »H « e« Oi    'iHi-i    .»   •    .FHig-H    .    . 


'JLIOAiaQ 


^««SSS  •-o^»-«&'-S  •  •&«  •  -iJS 


H 

§1 


I     I     I     I     •     I     I     I     I     I     I     •     •     I     I     I     I     *     •     •     I     I     i     • 


I    I     I     I     I     •    I     I     I     I    •     •     I     I     I     •     •     >     t 


I      I      I      I      I      •      I      i  I      I      I      I      ^   I      I      I      •      I      I  'ol 


^  II  i  -^^  ^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


66  BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS. 


xn 


Q 


PQ 


•BTTXOX 


'saxaQ  OUT 


'anayxBUHTQ 


'HXaOHlTJ 


*iox8rag 


*X101H0f^ 


-inTXIITH^ 


'avrasxHXS 


*tfa(UKTf] 


'xviHSdavTH 


mxxsaavo^ 


*xa63naai|\[ 


'xassg 


iTOJing 


1 


3   M 

(5 


^       ae  S  ^  ^  M  ^ 


eot^fH«i^i^' 


io 


>  CO  091^  00 


S«  "^SS 


S'^^s'^S 


j^-H^gg 


8««^gS3 


S-^  -wgg 


?l  •  -^^gs? 


B  -"^^feS 


tOA^AOC 


«-   -giw^wgS 


ss*gs§ 


iftooogooj 


>0^       ^Q03J 


88S    "'S"    g 


SS&    '^S'* 


I^S 


copjOi 


S8S    ^E5^    £; 


!g?S    «^«S    8 


'-'  S  ^       ^  ^'^       EJ 
•^  CO  Oi  »^  o 


888    *-2«    S 


S^S 


3 


8!58    •§*    ^ 


i^l    288 


fcgw     g 


t-TfS    i-i8S? 


KX*in      -^^i/d      op 


3 


9 


I    I    I    I    I 


'    '    •  4. 

O 


I    •    I    I    I    I        II 


i 


■3 


SoSSm^OP 


f^i 


I    I 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS. 


67 


S 


•J 
o 
O 


H 

A* 

H 

M 


« 


•eiBjox 


•p3;¥viv)|^ 


'001  Jg^O 


•0010^06 


•06<no8 


•08  o^  0^ 


•0Ztn09 


•Q9o^0S 


•os<no^ 
•o^<nog 


•06  01  OS 


•os<noi 


oitns 


•s<ns 


•8<ni 


•I  »pan 


•fi^ox 


'po^iQs  ;o^ 


ludv 


•gwTjjj^ 


uaqmaodQ 


-jaqoaaAOj^ 


■jaq(noo 


jaqoia^dag 


3?F 


•aanf 


•^^w 


fes 

2 


!?S|fc3«Sa|'^^«g« 


•  ococt 


•  coi^eo 


igCOi^^^^ 


»-<eo   •sjc^'^gg woo 


•gjws^ooioi 


1-1  O  •-•  »Oi-4 

^^ ^_ 

^  00  00  ^ 


~Gb~reo~^ 


TfCOTfOiOl     •TfOSOO'H 


"'I*  Oi  Oi  *H  I-^       •  1^  rmCO  1^ 


:s 


c«aD 


s 


•a 


'S58  . 


•  QO     • 


OD 


«^ 


«" 


•«     •««      -fH 


•CO  F-00     'Ol     -00     • 


wiooir* 


l^TfOOCOi-i 


•?oc^ioo^    '-H 


OIOQOCOOO     -t^-^IO 


»OOl»rtOO*H     .iftOOOi^ii 


*Ci 


»O00O(?|i-i 


-"S  -S?  "^ 


CIOOOQOi-4     .UO 


OKNCOtN. 


w 


•OOO-J 


»-<  00  Oi  00  d  i-^  Oi  00  ^     •  i-« 


Olf-< 


Oli^ 


?5^ 


w 


^ 


s 


;g 


Sg 


s 


6 


s 


.2'8 


•     I    I    I     I 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


58 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS. 


•n«i»x 


S$ 


1%  «  oi  wa  ^  e«  fH  o 


•pO^^^B  10|J 


^  .  .g 


SS 


OOE  »^ 


•00l<n06 


•-^S   •^'^J 


•06<no8 


I-I    .    .COi-< 


'C«COpHCO 


•08O10A 


C«fH 


^i-^SSS 


ci_ 


•0^<n09 


OlOlCI^00»O 


'5f 


8 


?ir2« 


•(»o»os 


{§ 


•  coeoe 


^?H«- 


•os<^o^ 


i-<Ot 


S$ 


•  oii«: 


w<no8 


c? 


00  5 


« 


S3 


•08o»08 


•53  •"**'i 


-9^ 


•OCOlOl 


^   -gj   -'^'^g 


riCO 


eg 

Q 

S 


! 


1-3 


•OIOJS 


S"& 


S 


•s<ng 


i^C«gOl»rtC«    •'*^Q 


t<ni 


.^®oic 


•  s 


SI 


'I  jopua 


Ofdtoaot.^ 


8"*i5' 


•« 


^ 


•si»»ox 


*'**°|55|**$gJ 


S$ 


»^  ;0  Oi  »0  1^  C«  F-i  o 


•p9;inB  10  jj 


•    .iH    .CO    •    •    'Oi 


'ludy 


*qaiii|^ 


.(MCJ^g     -S^fe 


s. 


•£reniqaj 


^^(Ngj   -53   -^^S^ 


-Xranmf 


.-igCMg<Ml^^g 


*i9qai90d(j 


'-  •  •S'^S  '^^s 


CO 


cti-«eteo 


1-4  ©»« 


^A'Gk 


-JdqoidAOj^ 


rt   '^r-i^oicowg 


•jaqcnoQ 


•    '^c^gj    •    •«»« 


'J8qaia)d9g 


•  act 


S  •  -"S 


IsnSnv 


^S 


•  «« 


s 


Ol     .     '^OOlg    '(NC^Cg 


Ct»-<Ol 


•  l^fH 


s 


•^pf 


•aunf 


i^r-4     •  O  »^  3J  "^  00  QO 


O  »^  J3<  F 


'3? 


■Avjfi 


•«8"S  -w^SS 


^^cf 


I 


I     I     I     I     I 


III! 


irf 


I    I    I    I    I    f 


•J^l.s.a- 


!||<§ISI£|| 


M  V)  a>  ^o  ^ 

-8|Sl  '  '  ^'  '.I 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHa 


69 


•^"JOX 


I^V^  10^ 


09 


^Oii-i    .!-» 


001  JQAQ 


'OOI<no6 


•06<n08 


•  oi 


•  fr*>  t*  CO  ^^  00  ^f 


2 


•09<no^ 


•o^<no9 


OOt-^CO^WCIOCO     .1-IM5 


•  CO»-^OI 


•09<nos 


CO 


•  ii  fh  CO  ^  eo  oi «  d 


•-^fHOl 


fe 


•Ofi<no^ 


»o^oioicoetc«Tfoico'^ 


W  o^  08 


S 


•  CO 


•  »0  CO  Oi  t^ -V  1^ 


O     .  CO  i-HO  Ol  01  CO  »-<  fH 


8. 


•oeo*08 


8 


•08'>^0t 


O)     'CO 


•drH 


•« 


cTTh" 


s 


03 


f 


•iHOOOli-t      •  iH 


i5<ni 


•  i-i     .OOCO 


"W^^ 


s_ 


•I  Mppfl 


s. 


IfeS 


COiH 


s_ 


•pa^^ifl  ;o^ 


•CO 


fH-^^O 


•Mv 


*  1H  l«  C«  fH  »H      • 

•  W  CI  CO  CO  1-1  CO 


5- 


*qareji^ 


25^ 


oii-ico   -co 


or 


'XiBTuqaj 


<N.-iC«     .CQ(?I<© 


fHl-l       •!-!« 


-XiBnavf 


o-*-^ 


.CO(M(?l 


co» 


'jaqmaoaQ 


.^T^,HOIiOC«fH««0)TftOlf-iOI 


.f-i»H    -Oii^oifHeo    -TfiHi-iot 


'jaquza^dag 


i-H     .CO^t^t^OICO     •  d  i-<  Olio  1^  iH 


^^gji-HCOw-HiHio^Hi-toif-* 


'S3 


■)sn3nv 


^   ---^ 


i-i«     . -<  CO  t^  CO  01 «     'OCO     -Ol 


IH  Oi  M5  CO  iH  CO  ( 


Ol 


§ 


•iCpr 


•aanf 


'^^W 


.fHQO^OIi^OI 
•  OOWOlOl     •     • 


fHi-iiooico 


i-i;OOli-i 


I    I     I     •    I 


I     I     I     I     I 


i 

s 


o 


ig^agg; 


I-  i 
III  ^ 


s.saaiiS^a^itSi^ 


^•illl 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


60 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS. 


•fllWX 

«'^'-|S-8 

^ 

•pe^trjs  ^oij 

1      1      1    IH     1      t    i-< 

CI 

•001  »AO 

1      1      1      1      1      1      1 

1 

•001  o;  06 

1      1      I      1     '•      1      1 

• 

•06<n08 

.    ,   .  w  .   .  -^ 

CO 

•08  0*0-^ 

■  "^S"-'^ 

s 

•0^  01  09 

fH     ,   fHOO     ,      ,   CO 

s 

•09  01  OS 

,     ,  CO^OCOfHC* 

fH 

'OS^OP 

,  fH  ,  oeo  ,  ^ 

00 

•0^0108 

.     .      .  0(N    ,  l^ 

2 

•08o;05 

-.  .  ,2«  .1- 

S 

•OS  0*01 

,      ,   fH»ft     ,      ,   « 

00 

•Oiois 

,      ,      ,   »««     ,   fH 

00 

•fio;s 

,       ,    iHTfOl     ,      , 

t^ 

r/5 

•Soji 

1      »      1   *^     1      1       • 

»o 

1 

•I  wpun 

•       •       '3     •      '    ^ 

2 

•paws^o^ 

1      1      1    f-4     1      1      1 

fH 

^ 

'ludv 

fH    ,     ,  2    ,   IHCO 

s 

Q 

•qo«K 

.   .   .t;-"  .   . 

s 

•XnBHiqaj 

\     1  '-^^•^-^    1  C« 

^ 

'Xranavf 

.    .    .  *w   ,  p^ 

z 

usqmdooQ 

,  i-i(?l®»-^    ,  CO 

2 

p 

•aaqoiaAo^ 

,      ,      ,   QOrH     ,   "^ 

CO 

1-1 

6 

•laqoioQ 

,      ,      .   WCO     ,   rH 

J5 

•loqma^dos 

fH    ,  -NJJCO    ,  »o 

a 

^ 

*)8nJ3ny 

,    ,  ^ooco  1  « 

fH 

•iCpif 

,     .     .t^.H    ,«> 

3 

•aunf 

.  .-a  .  ."^ 

J5 

•^»w 

•  •  ^^'^ » "* 

IH 

eS 

§ 
i 

1 

5 

Anemia,  -        -        -        -        -        -'-.- 

Aneurism, 

Angina  Pectoris, 

Dropsy  of  Heart, 

Inflammation  of  Veins, 

Hemorrhage, 

f 
1 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


< 


P 

o 

5 


H 

QQ 

13 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS. 


•«r»v)x 


•pawsjojjj 


•001  WAQ 


'00I<nQ6 


'06<no8 


•08  ^OZ 


'OZ<no9 


•QQO^OS 


•Ofio^O^ 


•01^a>08 


oe^ioc 


•0K<n0l 


•01<^S 


•s<ns 


•g^l 


•I  -"span 


•pO^l^fl  jOfJ 


•]udv 


1{0JBp{ 


*XiBTUqa^ 


-iCnnUBf 


-jeqmao9(X 


*i9qnidA0fg[ 


uaqoj  >o 


uaqma^dag 


isn^ny 


•iinf 


•annf 


•^»w 


g 

go 


«SgJ58?!25"»§BS 


oi<©»-<co^o  ,eo^i-ii-ii 


ddp^ 


■co^ 


coco 


^n 


,  GOr^ 


co»oco 


t^OiCt         iHTfOI 


I     I     I     I 


I     I     I     I 


t^  ,  , « 


00    ,  -^Oi 


g  -"^a 


S?  -^8 


S"*"S 


8S' 


gsss 


s«  .s««s 


o<C2?o^ 


'S 


O  »-^  i-i       <D  »^ 


«S2F=¥®5S 


00  o^ 


<^COi-H^       i-Hi-i  i-t  05  »/3  »0  O 


OIOfH<©^Ol 


2S 


•  01  i-< 


iH  CO     I  t      I      I      I  0€  >-• 


i-HiOCDiOt»       i-Hi-(       i-iCOCOOO 


!2Si 


Sis  .-^  .^'^"a^«g 


-W-WflOOgg^flOCOWg 


lft{^<0»A?0Qt^g0Oi-HC0g 


•C«QO?«i-it>»Ol»055050IOi 


'85J' 


^^^eo»-<ioiH(?ig3ooc«2{ 


'^. 


1 1  I  f  I 


11111*111 


I  I  I  I  I  I 


|l    111 


g^ 


Oi 


Oi 


o> 


CO 


0( 


81 


^r 


c« 


CO 


CO 


c^ 


« 


ot 


ss 


52 


^ 


CO 


SI 


s 


!3 


Pi 


$0 


^ 


.a 


I 

O 

Eh 


sJtaanSQ 


)&4 


«    s 


<;Sp^^> 


61 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


63 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS. 


•sivjox 


CO 


•pajTj^B^OM 


I     I     •     I 


•QOI-'QAO 


I    I    »    I    I 


•0010^06 


CD 


•06<no8 


»^ot 


C«i-i 


•08  01 0^ 


cT 


SS^S^ 


00 


05  »^ 


•o-:«no9 


01 


g?s« 


CO 


■g«w 


"c5- 


•09«nos 


^„^^^Jg^ 


COCO(M 


PQ 


•0SO»0^ 


iiTfooco'*^ 


eoi-«i-«     00 


cooi 


•01'  oi  08 


CO  »-i(?l  i-H  CO  CO 


i-<  Ol  »-H  <©  Ol  CO 


CO 


I 


•08<no5 


lOCOOOiflOl       1-H 


fHTfCOC*         « 


8^ 


•os<no[ 


Cl»HOO         Tj«»HOl         l-H  "^i*  »A  t^  i-t  i-l 


S« 


•0lo»9 


•a  .!5 


KIh        ?H«        «^»H 


"Si     00     00         ciTfd     00  "H 


«■ 


•S015 


wco 


•So;t 


OOiH-^  COfH       CO       -^ 

I-^    I     I     I  1  I 


•I  Japan 


CO 


'S 


III  I 


•paiTOs  ;o^ 


COl-HC^^  «» 

4     I     I     I     I 


ot 


•ludy 


»OiOCOi-Hi-H       CO       COWOICO 


t^co 


*qoiii)^ 


CO-^OiO       i-COOliH^       ^ 


'iCxBiuqa^ 


t^COWCO  f-iTfOlCO 


coco 


ot 


*£renaii£ 


Tf  ^  t^  CO  W5  Oi  »-•  iS      "^fhc* 

i-^  III 


iHlft^ 


«« 


*iaqui9oa(j 


CO  CO  ^  (Mr*  1-1         c«  CO     5i     ^ 

Ol  i-H     I      I  11 


iiCO 


'laquidAo^ 


(MOO-^l^O  .^CICIC*       co"^ 

I  C^  »H     I      I  I 


P-i^Oico     cT 


•jaqo^oo 


r^COOO 
I  W       I-11M    I     1 


« 


Ct 


uaqma^dag 


fH*hOi^i-iCO       i-<Cl^COt>»       CO 


Ol       »H 


"^enJSnv 


fH00t>-(MTf        «  CO  »0  «  CO  iH  i-l  »H 


•Xinr 


CO  Ol  CO  ^  l^  •*»<  «  »-<       "^i*  »H  lO  iH  CO  i-i 


f-i05^ 


c<co 


•9unf 


i-<0il>.0ilO  fHi-iC«W       « 

»-^  it  I 


^t^CO 


CO 


•Xbw 


CO  »H  «  CO  Oi  CO  01  COOlf-<       fHC 

Of  »-H  I      •  I 


.8^ 


^5 

S  u 


I      I      I      I      I      I      I      I      i      I      I      I      I      I 

gi  I  I  I  I  I  I  'd^a'aT'ocT' 

•5  «  -5.1      a     '3.2 

i  i  1^^  i  s  La  stI  i|«  il  II 


•€ 


ill  If  11^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS. 


63 


Sl^^is 


otco 


CO 


-i 


.  .8' 


cT 


5¥ 


^^'^Wfc 


**S  .8 


I     «     I  00 


«" 


.  .s 


I     t     I  ^ 


Fr25      ?HCi 


¥ 


COO>COt%OC5 


88  ."88 


§«K»aoj5j 


3    88    •-S 


"FTrt      c«" 


kO  V3       GO 

S  III 


^i~"|~"2i~?r 


iS    §    "fe    J2 


?s 


Sis  & 


^W 


?D       r-1 


^S 


Oi 


gs  I  «s  s 


«  IH 


O 


SI    3 


CO 


IB. 


00.-^        »^ 


r     •     I     I     I     I 


II      I    o     I      * 


IKKi 


n 


^ 
"^ 


'9  s     s 


S5 


^ 


I 


S. g    g^    8       S 


aoo      00  e> 


3    3        S; 


$; 


2^    S       S 


s;^   S    '  So 


iR    !5    212    g       g 


28 


g^ 


s 


-    Si'     '. 

.^  II    ^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


64  BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS. 


LETTER  FROM  LEMUEL  SHATTUCK,   ESQ. 


The  following  communication  from  a  gentleman  who  has  devoted  much  time, 
and  great  skill  and  lahor  to  the  investigation  of  the  whole  subject  of  Vital 
Statistics,  will  be  found  worthy  of  careful  examination  by  those  who  are 
interested  in  the  matter  of  Registration. 

Boston,  Dec.  13,  1843. 
To  John  A.  Bolles,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Dear  Sir, — ^I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant, 
requesting  me  to  communicate  to  you  any  suggestions  I  may  deem  expedient  in 
relation  to  the  subject  of  the  Registration  of  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths. 
It  was  my  intention,  when  a  similar  request  was  made  by  you  last  winter,  to 
have  forwarded  a  communication  to  you  on  the  subject  then,  but  sickness  in 
my  family  prevented  me  from  doing  it.  I  was  pleased,  however,  to  perceive 
from  your  first  annual  report,  that  you  had  availed  yourself  of  several  sugges- 
tions contained  in  the  documents  I  then  placed  in  your  hands. 

My  attention  several  years  since  was  called  to  an  examination  of  the  early 
records  in  Massachusetts  ;  and  among  others,  particularly  those  of  the  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths ;  and  in  connection  with  them  of  the  laws  relating  to 
those  records,  and  the  practical  application  of  these  laws,  in  the  different  peri- 
ods of  our  history.  It  appears  that  the  early  settlers  of  New  England  regarded 
the  subject  of  registration  as  one  of  great  importance.  An  act  was  passed,  as 
early  as  1639,  ordering,  *^  that  the- days  of  every  marriage,  birth,  and  death,  of 
every  person,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Massachusetts,"  should  be  recorded. 
By  subsequent  acts  passed  between  that  time  and  1657,  "parents,  masters, 
guardians,  executors,  and  administrators,"  were  required  t-o  deliver  to  the  town 
clerk  the  names  of  such  persons  belonging  to  them,  as  had  been  bom  or  died. 
B3very  "  new-married  man  "  was  likewise  required  to  deliver  the  certificate  of  i 

his  marriage  to  the  town  clerk  to  be  recorded.  And  the  town  clerk  was 
obliged  to  make  a  copy  of  these  records,  quarterly  or  annually,  and  transmit  it 
to  the  clerk  of  the  County  Court,  in  which  the  town  was  situated,  to  be  by  him 
recorded.  Fees  were  allowed  each  town  clerk,  paid  by  the  person  obtaining 
the  record,  for  recording  every  birth,  marriage,  or  death,  and  penalties  were 
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impoied  on  him  and  othmn  for  neglecting  to  perform  the  dndee  the  law  pre- 
scribed. Similar  laws  were  passed  about  the  same  time  in  Plymouth  Colony. 
They  were  re^nacted  under  the  provincial  charter  of  1699,  and  continued  in 
force  until  the  rerolution,  excepting  the  provision  requiring  returns  to  be  made 
to  the  County  Courts,  which  was  omitted.  In  1785  and  1796  the  laws  on  the 
sabject  were  revised,  and  acts  were  passed  similar  to  the  existing  provisiona  of 
the  Revised  Statutes,  which  continued  nominally  in  force,  until  the  passage  of 
the  act  of  March,  1843. 

In  looking  at  the  practical  operation  of  these  laws,  it  appears  that  daring  the 
existence  of  the  £rst  Colonial  Charter,  and  prior  to  169S,  records  of  some  form, 
though  very  imperfect  and  unsystematic,  were  made  by  Ijbe  towns,  and  copies 
of  them  traiismitted  to  the.  County  Courts.  Many  of  these  records  ate  tfdU 
pzeserved,  though  many  others  are,  through  carelessness  or  negligence,  worn 
out  or  lost.  Such  as  are  in  existence  are  very  valuable.  During  the  exist- 
ence of  the  second  charter,  from  1692,  records  were  still  kept  by  most  of  the 
towoto,  though Tetums  were  sddom  .made  to  the  county.  Since  the  revolution 
the  registrstioa  of  births  and  deaths  has  gradually  fallen  into  neglect,  until  in 
many  towAs  what  few  records  are  made  are  comparatively  of  very  little  valne. 
This  Will  appear  abundantly  evident  from  an  examination  of  your  valuable  re- 
port made  the  last  vnnter.  The  registration  of  maniages  is  also  very  imper- 
fect, and  in  very  many  instances  known  to  have  been,  emitted  altogether.  The 
recent  act,  thQugh  of  considerable  utility,  has  not  provided  a  remedy  for  exist* 
ing  defects.  Ecclesiastical  registration  has  not  and  cannot  supply  the  place  of 
dvil  registration  ;  and  as  to  private  registration,  that  is  also  very  much  neg- 
lected. 

There  are  several  very  obvious  defects  in  the  existing  laws  and  regulations 
on  this  subject.    Among  others  the  following  may  be  mentioned  :— 

1.  They  do  not  make  it  the  special  duty  of  some  particular  person  designated 
to  furnish  and  collect  the  information. 

9.  They  do  not  allow  sufficient  compensation  for  the  performance  of  duty, 
and  do  not  enforce  sufficient  penalties  for  the  neglect  of  it. 

3.  They  do  not  prescribe  any  uniform  plan  or  form  by  which  the  records 
should  be  made  and  kept,  but  leave  it  to  the  discretion  and  taste  of  the  several 
town  clerks. 

4.  They  are  not  sufficiently  explicit,  and  do  not  record  a  sufficient  numb«r  of 
particulars. 

5«  The  records  are  not  provided  with  indexes,  by  which  any  name  may  be 
easily  found  without  the  laborious,  and  often  unsuccessful  examination  for  a 
6et  known  to  be  recorded,  which  is  now  required.  The  existing  records  of 
the  towns  in  this  respect,  appear  in  so  great  a  variety 'of  ways,  and  are  gene- 
rally so  ill  arranged,  and  many  of  them  so  badly  made,  that  they  are  much  less 
useful  to  the  public  than  they  ought  to  be. 

The  imperfection  of  our  records  of  this  kind,  is  a  subject  of  general  com- 
plaint by  those  who  have  examined  Uiem.  These  records  are  the  elements  of 
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all  enqniries  relating  to  population  and  Thai  atatiatioa.    It  ia  Tory  io 

with  the  preaent  enlightened  atate  of  public  opinion,  and  much  to  be  regretted, 

that  a  atate  ao  well  adapted  to  the  pnrpoae  aa  Maaaachuaetta  ia,  and  feeling,  aa 

ahe  does,  ao  much  intereat  in  everj  aubject  lelating  to  the  condition  of  her  citi- 

TOna,  and  the  progreaa  of  theit  wealth,  ahould  not  haye  an  efficient  ayatem  of 

public  regiatralion,  by  which  the  important  atatiatica  relating  to  population,  ita 

aocial  condition,  to  life,  diaeaae,  and  mortality,  may  be  known.    The  atatiatica  ^ 

of  pauperiam,  of  crime,  of  inaanity,  of  education,  and  of  other  aubjecta,  are  ^P 

obtained  at  oonaiderable  labor  and  ezpenae,  annually,  by  the  State,  but,  though 

exceedingly  raluable  in  themaeWea,  they  are  oompaiatively  of  leaa  value,  than 

thoae  here  propoaed  to  be  obtained. 

In  examining  thia  aubject,  it  appeared  of  aufficient  importance  to  induce  me 
to  obtain  from  EIngland  the  parliamentary  report  and  lawa  relating  to  the  ayatem 
of  Registration,  which  waa  adopted  there  in  1836 ;  and  alao  apedmena  of  all  the 
documenta,  uaed  by  the  '*  Regiatrar  General  of  Birtha,  Marriagea,  and  Deaths," 
in  carrying  theae  lawa  into  execution.  I  have  alao  a  aeriea  of  the  annual  reports 
made  by  that  officer  to  Parliament.  Theae  documenta  and  reporta  ahow  that 
the  aubject  ia  justiy  regarded  in  England  aa  one  of  great  importance,  and  that 
the  ayatem  ia  popular  among  the  people.  I  have'  alao  obtained  from  France, 
through  Hon.  Lewia  Caaa,  an  account  of  the  ayatem  in  operation  there,  which 
haa  been  copied  by  most  of  the  other  goyemments  on  the  Continent.  Soma 
account  of  their  ayatem,  obtained  from  theae  documents,  waa  given  in  your 
raport  last  winter.  A  letter,  .under  cover  of  one  from  Hon.  Mr.  Caaa, 
from  Eugene  Vail,  Eaq.,  then  Secretary  of  Legation,  ia  forwarded  to  you 
with  thia. 

After  a  careful  examination  of  all  theae  documents,  and  after  considerable 
reflection  on  the  aubject  myaelf,  I  have  prepared  the  accompanying  System  of 
Registration,  which,  though  full,  is  simple,  and  which  I  auppoae  might  be  easily 
carried  into  practice  in  all  the  towna  in  this  Commonwealth.  In  introducing  it 
to  you,  I  beg  leaye  to  accompany  it  with  a  few  additional  remarks  on  the  im- 
portance and  explanatory  of  the  ayatem. 

One  of  the  moat  important  subjects  of  investigation,  and  one  which  concema 
ctrery  individual  in  the  community,  ia  that  which  relatea  to  human  life,  em- 
bracing ita  reproduction,  development,  continuance  and  decay ;  and  how  fyi 
each  is  influenced  by  seasons,  locality,  disease,  and  other  circumatancea  which 
may  exiat.  A  aufficient  number  of  facta  are,  however,  not  as  yet  attainable  in 
thia  country,  to  enable  us  to  enter  upon  such  investigations  with  a  probability  «^ 

of  arriving  at  aatiafactory  reaults.    No  public  registration  of  much  value  for  ^^ 

this  purpose,  is  made  of  the  elementary  facta, — ^tiie  births,  marriagea,  and 
deaths, — and  without  it  the  eflforts  of  private  individuala  can  but  very  imper- 
feotiy  accompliah  the  object. 

A  system  of  registration  like  the  one  proposed  is  intended  to  accompliah  two 
great  objects : — 

FIRST.^7o  preurve  the  namej  and  afford  the  means  of  idmttfying  the 
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CMUUBvimu,  and  some  faei&  coneeming  the  personal  history  of  eeery  person  who 
is  born,  marries^  or  dies,  in  the  community, 

SECOND. — To  determine  how  health,  Itfe,  and  hngeoity,  are  needed  by  age, 
sex,  condition  and  occupation ;  by  climaie,  season,  and  place  of  residence;  and  by 
the  diseases  to  which,  under  any  circumstances,  man  may  he  subject, 

I.  To  acoomplish  the  first  object,  the  following  particulan  should  be  le- 
eoided  :  1,  conoemmg  births,  the  name  of  the  indiYidnal  bom,  the  date  and 
pkce  of  birth,  and  the  name  and  occupation  of  the  parents.  S,  Ckmceming 
marriages,  the  names,  places  of  birth,  residence,  and  oecapation  of  the  parties, 
and  the  dste  and  place  of  marriage ;  the  names,  residence,  and  occopation  of 
the  fathers  ;  and  the  name  of  the  person  by  whom  the  manriage  ceremony  was 
performed,  and  the  witnesses.  And  3,  concerning  deaths,  the  name  and  age  of 
the  deceased,  and  the  date  and  place  of  death ;  the  occupation,  places  of  birth, 
and  names  of  the  parents. 

Facts  on  all  these  points  are  necessary  to  be  known  in  order  to  determine 
individual  identity.  So  many  individuals  bear  the  same  name,  that  something 
beside  their  names  is  necessary  to  make  them  known.  The  occupation  and 
place  of  residence  are  often  essential.  If  a  record  should  be  made  that  John 
Smith,  John  Brown,  or  a  person  of  some  other  name  of  common  occurrence, 
had  died  in  Boston,  could  he  be  identified  from  others  of  the  same  name,  with- 
out a  record  of  his  place  of  residence,  and  his  occupation  T  And  if  a  death 
was  recorded,  as  the  son  of  a  similar  name,  must  not  some  particulars  of  their 
parents  be  known  in  order  to  identify  him  t  The  propriety  of  such  a  record 
must  be  apparent  to  cTery  one  who  may  examine  the  subject.  The  names  of 
parents  have  uniformly  been  inserted,  I  believe,  in  connection  with  the  records  ^ 
of  births,  but  they  have  not  been  in  this  country  in  those  of  marriages,  or 
deaths  of  adults,  and  very  seldom  of  any  age.  It  is  uniformly  the  practice  in 
Europe  to  insert  them  in  connection  with  both,  and  in  all  cases.  The  parties 
cannot  be  identified  without  such  a  record,  and  it  would  lose  much  of  its  value, 
when  this  caimot  be  done ;  and  seems  as  necessary  in  one  case  as  the  other. 

Records  of  this  kind  would  be  of  very  great  importance  in  the  various  civil 
relations  of  society,  and  would  secure  to  all  classes  numerous  legal  rights. 
They  would  not  be  the  source  of  gratification  to  those  who  are  fond  of  geneo- 
logical  investigations  merely,  but  would  be  the  repository  of  facts  and  evidence 
to  setde  questions  involving  the  dearest  rights  and  interests  of  individuals  and 
communities.  It  has  been  well  said  by  an  eminent  English  jurist,  *'  that  it 
appears  to  him  fully  as  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  rights  of  individ- 
uals to  preserve  a  register  of  births,  deaths,  and  marriages,  as  it  is  to  preserve  a 
register  of  deeds. "  It  is  useful  to  all  persons,  and  to  some  it  is  of  great  import- 
ance, to-  be  able  to  prove,  in  a  legal  way,  their  age  and  place  of  birth ;  and 
equally  important  is  the  date  of  death,  and  the  particulars  of  the  marriage  con- 
tract. Sometimes  the  establishment  of  a  right  to  a  legacy  depends  upon  this 
proof.  Several  instances  might  be  mentioned  in  which  estates  have  been  lost 
for  want  of  registzation,  and  many  others  in  which'  aoeurata  civil  zegisteis 
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would  have  saTed  ezpeiisiTe  litigation,  and.  presenred  families  from  peconiBry 
rain. 

EvJiienceB  of  relationship  are  easily  lost  dnong  the  lower  classes  of  society, 
and  indeed  among  all  classes.  There  are  many  individuals  and  families,  who 
know  not  who  their  grand  parents  were.  They  cannot  tell  their  )>wn  age  from 
any  record,  but  only  by  tradition,  ^r  afler  calculating  the  date  of  some  other 
remarkable  fiimily  event,  which  has  been  associated  with  that  of  their  birth. 
Such  defects  should  not  exist,  but  the  humblest  individual  ought  to  find  in  the 
public  records  the  means  of  identifying  his  parents,  and  of  tracing  his  connex- 
ions and  genealogy.  The  rich  can  better  afford  to  pay  the  expense  of  obtain- 
ing other  kind  of  evidence  to  establish  their  rights,  than  the  poor,  but  even  to 
them  it  is  a  consideration  of  great  importance.  Any  one  conversant  vnth  our 
pauper  system,  and  questions  of  settlements,  and  with  the  difiiculties  of  deter- 
mining the  legal  rights  of  individuals,  thrown  by  misfortune  on  towns  for  sup- 
port, and  the  expensive  law  suits  often  arising  concerning  them,  must  have  seen 
the  great  defects  of  our  present  S3rstem  of  registration,  and  of  the  necessity  of 
adopting  a  more  accurate  and  eflkiept  one. 

n.  To  accomplish  the  second  object,  the  record  should  furnish  a  class  of 
facts  difierent  from  those  which  go  to  show  the  identity  of  individuals,  though 
in  some  particulars  they  must  be  the  same.  It  should  specify : — 1,  concerning 
births,  the  date  of  the  birUi,  sex  of  the  child,  and  its  state,  whether  living  or 
stillborn.  8,  concerning  marriages,  the  date  of  the  marriage,  the  age  and  con- 
dition of  the  parties,  whether  bachelor  or  maid,  husband  or  wife,  widower  or 
widow ;  and  3,  concerning  deaths,  the  date  of  the  death,  the  age,  sex,  condi- 
tion, residence,  occupation,  and  diseaae  or  cause  of  death  of  the  individual.  To 
be  of  value,  every  birth,  every  marriage,  and  every  death,  in  a  place  or  com- 
munity of  known  limits  or  extent,  and  in  a  given  time,  should  be  recorded,  and  the 
particulars  respecting  each  accuitilely  obtained  and  accurately  entered.  This 
may  be  done  vnth  great  ease  and  accuracy,  and  with  littie  labor,  by  using  the  tab- 
ular form  prepared,  in  the  plan  accompanying  this  communication.  It  is  desir- 
able to  know,  in  relation  to  the  population  of  every  town,  county,  and  state,  what 
are  the  number  and  kind  of  births,  and  in  what  months  of  the  year  they  took 
place ;  what  is  the  number  of  marriages,  and  of  what  classes  of  individuals ; 
and  what  is  the  number  of  deaths,  and  what  are  the  circumstances  internal  and 
external  connected  with  them.  These  questions  are  all  of  great '  importance, 
and  we  are  all  more  or  leas  directly  or  indirecUy  interested  in  them,  whether 
statesmen,  professional  men,  or  private  individuals  in  society.  Registration 
would  afibrd  the  means  of  determining  them,  and  would  lead  to  the  adoption  of 
such  regulations  as  would  aid  in  the  diminution  of  sickness,  in  the  security  of 
life,  in  the  improvement  of  the  general  physical  condition  of  the  people,  and  in 
promoting  their  greatest  good,  and  their  greatest,  happiness. 

There  are  other  considerations  connected  vnth  this  subject.  By  the  investi- 
gations of  learned  men  in  Europe,  it  has  been  ascertained  that  the  reproduction, 
the  life,  the  sickness,  and  the  death  of  man,  is  regulated  by  certain  fixed  and 
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natiml  laws.  These  laws  yaiy  of  oonxse  aooording  to  the  mdiTidaal  and  the 
eiicumstanoes  in  whioh  he  is  placed.  They  have  not  yet  been  satisfiustorily 
mvestigated  in  their  application  to  man  in  the  dreumstances  in  which  he  is 
placed  in  this  country.  Nor  is  it  possible  for  any  one  to  do  it  fiilly  with  the 
means  we  now  possess.  It  is  belicTed,  however,  that  many  facts  exist  which 
lender  the  operation  of  these  laws  somewhat  peculiar  to  ourseWes ;  and. it  is 
highly  desirable  that  a  system  of  registration  of  human  life  should  be  adopted 
by  which  they  might  be  obtained. 

The  yahie  of  life,  by  which  I  mean  the  number  of  years  man  may  live,  can- 
not be  ascertained  without  a  knowledge  of  these  laws.  Life  insurance  has 
become  as  common  in  England  as  the  insurance  of  real  or  personal  property ; 
and  its  advantages  are*  becoming  more  known  and  appreciated  by  intelligent 
men  in  this  country.  It  is  impossible,  however,  to  establish  equitable  rates 
without  ve  understand  the  laws  of  life  and  mortality.  This  knowledge  is  ne- 
cessary to  determine  all  questions  relating  to  life  annuities,  rights  of  dower, 
reversionary  estates,  &c.  All  these  questions  are  determined  by  calculating 
the  expectation  of  life  under  various  circumstances.  Such  calculations  we 
should  be  enabled  to  make  wejfe  the  records  kept  according  to  the  plan  pro- 
posed in  .this  paper,  but  not  from  any  existing  data. 

Such  records  would  enable  us  to  construct  tables  of  mortality  containing  an 
invaluable  fund  of  statistical  information,  showing  the.  various  influences  in  op- 
eratbn  among  us,  which  tend  to  increase  or  diminish  our  population,  the  com- 
parative value  of  life  among  males  and  females,  and  of  persons  existing  under 
different  circumstances  and  conditions;  and  the  comparative  prevalence  of 
health  and  disease,  and  of  death,  in  the  different  seasons  of  the  year,  in  differ- 
ent localities,  at  the  different  ages,  and  under  different  circumstances  of  life. 
Until  we  have  such  a  class  of  facts  we  cannot  know  the  wants  of  our  popula- 
tion, we  cannot  tell  when  to  apply  remedies  in  order  to  ameliorate  their  condi- 
tion, to  improve  the  general  health  of  the  community,  promote  the  security  of 
Ufe,  and  add  to  the  number  of  years  of  existence.  At  present  our  exertions 
must  be  influenced  by,  and  be  made  upon,  comparatively  uncertain  theory  and 
conjecture  ;  and  of  course  may  produce  erroneous  results. 

These  are  some  of  the  considerations  that  suggest  themselves  in  view  of  this 
subject.  The  next  enquiry  is : — ^How  shall  the  elementary  facts  be  obtained  1 
and  what  System  of  Registratiott  shall  be  adopted  ? 

The  experience  of  every  government,  where  systems  6f  registration '  have 
been  adopted,  shows  that  it  must  be  made  the  special  duty  of  some  individuals 
to  collect  the  facts,  and  furnish  them  to  the  proper  officer.  To  leave  this  to 
the  voluntary  action  of  any  one  in  the  community  fkils  of  producing  those  full 
and  accurate  returns  which  are  essential  to  render  the  record  valuable^  It  is 
also  bad  policy  to  exact  a  fee  of  the  connexions  or  fiiends  of  one  whose  birth 
or  death  is  recorded,  as  was  once  the  provision  of  our  statute^.  •  So  far  as  they 
are  concerned  the  record  should  be  free.  But  to  the  proper  persons  concerned 
rewards  should  be  offered  for  the  performance  of  doty,  and  penalties  imposed 
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for  ihe  neglect  of  it.  In  this  way  it  will  be  made  their  interest,  as  well  as 
their  duty,  to  perform  what  the  law  may  require.  As  regards  both  births  and 
deaths,  no  class  of  persons  in  the  community  are  so  well  qualified  to  furnish 
the  information  in  the  first  instance,  or  can  so  easily  do  it,  as  physicians ;  and 
none  are,  or  should  be,  more  deeply  interested  in  the  subject.  The  medical 
profession  in  England  have  voluntarily  engaged  in  endeavors  to  carry  the  Reg- 
istration Act  into  force,  with  a  spirit  which  reflects  the  highest  honor  on  their 
desire  for  the  promotion  of  the  public  good  and  the  advancement  of  scienoe. 
With  these  views  the  following  outline  of  a, plan  is  proposed : — 

I.    As  regards  Births, 

1.  Every  physician,  or  other  person  who  practices  midwifery,  should  pro- 
cure his  name  and  place  of  residence,  to  be  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  town 
clerk  where  he  resides,  and  also  in  that  of  any  other  town  where  he  may  prac- 
tice in  his  profession  ;  and  the  town  clerk  should  enter  all  such  names  in  alphsr 
betical  order  in  the  Register  of  Births,  in  all  such  towns,  specifying  the  date 
when  the  same  was  recorded.  Such  a  regulation  as  this  is  required  by  law, 
and  has  been  in  operation  several  years  in  Philadelphia. 

2.  Every  such  physician  and  other  person  should,  on  the  first  day  of  each 
month,  or  oftener,  be  required  to  make  a  return,  signed  by  himself,  of  every 
birth  at  which  he  has  been  present  during  the  preceding  month,  according  to 
an  approved  and  prescribed  form  of  return.  One  is  furnished  in  the  accom- 
panying system  of  Registration. 

3.  If  any  birth  happen  when  no  such  physician  or  other  person  be  present, 
the  parents,  heads  of  families,  occupier  of  the  house,  master  of  jails,  houses  of 
industry,  or  vessels,  where  it  occurred,  should  in  like  manner  inform  the  town 
clerk  of  the  same  within  ten  days  after  a  birth  may  take  place.  And  it  should 
be  the  duty  of  every  person,  whether  a  midwife  be  present  or  not,  to  see  that 
a  return  of  every  birth  is  duly  made  under  suitable  penalties  for  neglect.  In 
case  any  physician  or  other  person  neglect  to  make  returns,  the  clerk  should 
notify  him  of  such  delinquency. 

4.  The  town  clerk  should  enter  all  such  returns  in  the  Register  of  Births 
for  said  town,  according  to  an  approved  and  prescribed  form.  One  is  prepared 
in  the  accompanying  system.  Whenever  any  returns  are  made  without  the 
name  of  the  child,  the  clerk  should  enter  the  other  particulars,  leaving  that 
blank ;  and  afterwards  he  should  obtain  and  insert  the  name. 

11.    As  regards  Marriages. 

1.  Whenever  any  person  proposes  to  enter  into  a  contract  of  marriage,  he 
should  give  to  the  town  clerk  a  description  of  the  parties  to  the  contract,  in 
regard  to  the  particulars  to  be  set  forth,  in  an  approved  and  prescribed  form  of 
a  marriage  contract.    One  is  provided  in  the  accompanying  system. 

2.  Provision  should  be  made  by  law  for  the  appointment  of  a  suitable  num- 
ber of  persons  in  every  town,  who  alone  should  have  authority  to  solemnize 
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tmmiagfe  in  said  towns.  And  eirery  person  who  is  m  anthoiised  ahonld  Tetm 
his  name,  place  of  residence,  and  official  station,  to  the  clerk,  who  should  faith- 
fully enter  all  such  names  ift  alphabetical  order  in  the  Register  of  Marriages 
for  said  town.  And  every  person,  performing  such  ceremony,  should  make  a 
return  on  the  first  day  of  erery  month,  of  each  of  the  marriages  solemnised 
by  him  ^luring  the  preceding  month.  In  case  of  neglecting  to  make  returns, 
the  clerk  should  give  him  notice  of  such  negligence. 

3.  The  clerk  should  faithfully  enter  all  intentions,  or  licenses  of  marriages, 
in  the  Register  of  Marriages,  according  to  the  form  prescribed ;  and  should 
furnish  to  the  parties  a  copy  of  the  proposed  contract,  which  should  be  shown 
to  the  person  by  whom  the  marriage  ceremony  is  performed,  and  who,  with 
the  parties  and  two  witnesses,  should  affix  their  signatures  to  it,  as  CTidence 
that  it  has  been  duly  executed  and  attested  ;  and  no  marriage  should  be  per- 
fonned  by  any  one,  under  penalties,  without  first  having  such  certificate. 

4.  All  the  particulars  of  such  marriage  should  be  faithfully  entered  in  the 
Register  of  Marriages,  by  the  town  clerk,  and  he  should  attest  the  same  on 
the  marriage  contract.  And  no  record  of  marriage  should  be  legal  unless  so 
recorded  and  attested  by  the  clerk.  His  certificate,  and  no  other,  should  be  con- 
sidered as  legal  evidence  of  marriage. 

m.    As  regards  Deaths. 

1.  Provision  should  be  made  by  law  for  the  appointment  in  every  town  of 
sextons,  or  superintendents  of  burying  grounds.  And  every  such  officer  should 
make  a  return  of  his  name  and  residence  to  the  clerk  of  the  town  in  which  he 
resides,  who  should  faithfully  enter  the  same,  with  the  date  of  his  appointment, 
in  the  Register  of  Deaths.  And  no  other  person  except  such  as  are  thus  au- 
thorised, should  be  allowed  to  inter  any  dead  body,  under  penalty,  nor  should 
any  one  be  allowed  to  inter  in  any  town,  except  the  one  where  he  resides,  un- 
less by  authority  of  the  sexton  of  said  town. 

9.  No  person  duly  authorized  as  above  should  be  allowed  to  inter  any  dead 
body  until  he  shall  first  obtain  from  the  attending  physician,  or  some  other  per- 
son, a  description  of  the  body  to  be  interred,  in  regard  to  the  particulars  set 
forth,  in  an  approved  and  prescribed  form  of  return,  and  deliver  the  same  to 
the  town  clerk.    One  is  provided  in  the  accompanying  system. 

3.  Every  physician,  who  was  last  in  attendance  on  the  deceased,  or  in  case 
a  death  occurred  when  no  physician  had  been  in  attendance,  every  parent,  head 
of  ftmily.  Occupier  of  the  house,  coroners,  master  of  jails,  houses  of  indus- 
try, or  vessels,  where  it  happened,  should  be  required  to  inform  the  siexton  in 
n^gard  to  all  the  prescribed  particulars,  according  to  the  best  of  his  ability. 

4.  The  town  clerk  should  faithfully  enter  all  the  particulars  specified  in  said 
letum  in  the  Register  of  Deaths  for  the  town. 

The  town  clerks  might  be  required  to  make  complete  indexes  to  each  Regis- 
ter book,  of  births,  marriages  and  deatha,  according  to  the  form  prescribed  in  the 
accompanying  system,  for  the  benefit  of  the  towns ;  and  also  to  preserve,  in 
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some  way  of  easy-  referenee,  the  original  retdrna  of  births,  marriages  and 
deaths,  affixing  to  each  the  number  eonesponding  to  the  number  on  the  reg- 
ister. 

Blank  register  books  oontaining  printed  blank  forms  in  uniform  style  for  the 
entries  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  should  be  fum]ahe4  by  the  Secrcftary 
of  the  Commonwealth  to  the  several  towns,  and  the  clerks  of  said  towns 
should  be  required  to  preserve  said  registers  with  great  caire.  Blank  forms, 
printed  in  like  uniform  style,  should  in  like  manner  be  funushed  to  the  several 
towns.  And  the  clerk  of  every  town  should,  during  the  month  of  July,  or 
January  annually,  be  required  to  make  two  copies  of  the  records  of  births, 
marriages  and  deaths,  that  have  been  entered  during  the  preceding  year,  end- 
ing the  30th  day  of  June  or  the  3lBt  day  of  December,  and  should  transmit 
one  of  said  copies  to  the  Register  of  Probate  for  the  connty  where  he  resides, 
and  the  other  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  or  other  person  author- 
ized by  the  Grovemor  to  receive  the  same. 

The  Registers  of  Probate,  and  the  Secretary  of  State,  should  carefully  ex- 
amine and  arrange  the  several  returns,  and  cause  them  to  be  bound  in  annual 
volumes,  or  others  of  convenient  size,  and  should  make  full  indexes  of  all  the 
names,  both  male  and  female,  according  to.  &e  forms  proposed  in  the  aooom^ 
panying  system. 

Tables  exhibiting  a  full  view  of  the  irtatistics  of  human  life  in  the  several 
counties,  and  in  the  whole  State,  should  be  prepared  under  the  directi<Mi  of  the 
Governor  or  Secretary,  and  published  annually.  The  following  described  ta- 
bles might  be  embraced  in  such  statistics : — 

1.  Births,  A  table  specifying  the  number  of  births  each  month  in  the 
year,  distinguishing  the  number  of  stillborn  from  the  living  children,  males  and 
females,  twins,  thrins  and  colored. 

3.  Marriages.  A  table  specifjring  the  number  of  intentions  of  marriage 
entered,  and  also  the  number  of  marriages  solemnized,  each  month  in  the  year, 
distinguishing  the  number  of  marriages  between  bachelors  and  maids,  bache- 
lors and  widows,  widowers  and  maids,  and  widowers  and  widows.  Also  the 
average  age  of  the  males  and  females  at  marriage,  and  whether  they  were  in- 
habitants or  strangers  in  the  place  where  the  ceremony  was  performed. 

3.  Deaths.  Tables  of  mortality  exhibiting — Ist.  The  number  who  died 
the  first  3,  6,  9  and  12  months  of  the  year  from  birth,  and  in  every  subsequent 
year,  distinguishing  the  males  from  the  females.  Sd.  The  number  who 
died  each  month  of  the  year,  distinguishing  the  males  from  the  females, 
and  the  ages  under  1  year,  I  to  2,  3  to  5,  5  to  10;  10  to  15,  and  every  subse- 
quent quinquenial  period  of  life.  3d.  The  influence  of  social  condition  on  the 
mortality  of  different  ages,  and  sexes,  specifying  the  number  who  died  bache- 
lors, husbands  or  widowers,  and  maids,  wives  or  widows,  in  each  quinquenial 
period  of  life.'  4th.  The  number  who  died  of  each  disease  in  each  month  of 
the  year,  and  in  ea6h  quinquenial  period  of  life,  distinguishing  the  males  from 
the  females,  the  places  of  nativity,  and  the  colored  from  the  white.    5th.  A 
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table  afaetracted  from  the  above,  exhibiting  the  diseaaes  in  claaaes.  6th.  The 
namber  who  died  of  each  occupation,  and  the  average  age.  7th.  And  such 
other  tables  as  experience  may  deem  expedient  to  illustrate  the  subject. 

4.  General  tables  exhibiting  deductions  from  the  preceding  series,  contain- 
ing comparative  views  of  the  condition  and  movement  of  the  population,  and 
the  laws  of  human  life  and  mortality. 

The  expense  of  such  registration  might  be  borne  in  the  following  manner : — 

1.  Every  individual  should  be  entitled  to  have  a  birth  or  death  recorded 
without  fees. 

2.  For  recording  marriages,  the  party  procuring  the  record  to  be  made 
shall  pay  one  dollar  for  entering  the  intentions  of  marriage,  for  the  certificate/ 
and  for  recording  the  marriage  after  it  has  been  solemnized.  And  a  like  sum 
for  recording  a  contract  of  marriage,  when  the  intentions  were  entered  in  an- 
other town. 

3.  The  clerk  shall  be  entitled  to  compensation,  to  be  paid  by  the  towns,  as 
follows : — Ist.  For  recording  a  birth  or  death,  twenty  cents  each  for  the  first 
hundred  in  a  given  year,  and  ten  cents  for  all  over  one  hundred.  2d.  For 
making  transcripts  of  the  records  for  the  county  and  State,  five  cents  for  each 
birth,  marriage  or  death,  copied  and  transmitted.  3d.  The  clerks  of  the  sev« 
eral  towns,  the  registers  of  probate,  and  the  Secretary  of  State,  should  be  en-^ 
titled  to  receive  ten  cents  for  an  examination  for  a  single  entry,  twenty  cents 
for  a  general  examination,  twenty-five  cents  for  a  certificate  containing  a  trans- 
cript of  a  single  entry,  and  for  more  than  one,  according  to  the  amount  of  labor, 
to  be  paid  by  the  person  requesting  the  examination,  unless  a  town  shall  other- 
wise direct. 

It  is  supposed  that  sufficient  revenue  would  arise  in  this  way  in  a  few  years 
to  repay  all  the  expenses  of  registration. 

Such  is  a  brief  outline  of  a  System  of  Registration,  which  it  has  occurred 
to  me  might  be  easily  matured  and  adopted  by  the  liCgislature,  and  introduced 
in  the  several  towns  in  this  State.  It  is  comprehensive,  but  at  the  same  time 
simple.  By  using  the  tabular  forms  of  entries  proposed,  it  will  be  perceived 
that  much  of  the  apparent  labor  will  be  obviated.  When  once  introduced  I 
have  no  doubt  that  the  people  would  readily  contribute  their  exertions  to  carry 
it  into  successful  operation,  and  that  it  would  soon  become  a  measure  of  great 
popularity.  It  would  at  the  same  time  provide  an  invaluable  record  for  our 
own  existing  population  and  for  posterity,  and  exhibit  the  most  important  facts 
of  Imoxy  and  science. 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant^ 

LEMUEL  SHATTUCK. 
10 
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Letter  from  Hon,  Leivis   Cass^  referred  to  in  Mr,  Shattuck's 

Letter. 

Legation  of  the  United  States,  \ 
Paris,  September  27M,  1838.        ) 

SiK,^-*I  have  already  stated  to  you,  infonnally,  that  I  had  requested  Mr. 
Vail,  a  very  intelligent  citizen  of  the  United  States,  now  here,  to  procure  the 
information  de«ired  in  your  letter  of  June  25.  'Mr.  Vail's  perfect  acquaintance 
with  France,  as  well  as  his  general  intelligence,  admirahly  qualify  him  for  the 
task.  He  has  executed  it  much  better  than  I  could,  and  I  think  you  will  agree 
with  me,  that  his  letter  presents  very  just  views  on  the  subject,  and  is  credit- 
able to  his  talents  and  industry. 

I  forward  the  packet  to  Mr.  Ledyard,  as  I  told  you  I  should,  who  will  trans- 
mit it  to  you. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully 

Your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 
Lemuel  Shattuck,  Esgi,  Boston,  Mass. 


Letter  from  Mr.  Vail,  referred  to  in  Mr.  Shattuck^s  Letter. 

Paris,  September  2l2nd,  1838. 

Lewis  Cass,  Esquire    Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  France. 

Dear  Sir, — The  subject  of  Mr.  Shattuck's  letter  to  you,  is  of  such  vast  im- 
portance to  every  well  regulated  society,  that  it  affords  me  pleasure,  in  the 
absence  of  that  attention  on  your  part,  rendered  impossible  by  your  other  high 
avocations,  to  be  enabled,  although  in  a  feeble  manner,  to  assist  in  procuring 
the  information  and  documents  necessary  to  elucidate  the  object  in  view. 

The  vagueness  of  our  system,  or  rather  the  ahnost  total  absence  of  any,  with 
regard  to  popular  mutations  and  the  statistics  of  human  life,  is  apparent  to 
every  one  in  the  United  States ;  and  so  it  must  continue  to  be,  as  long  as  the 
registry  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  is  left  to  the  simple  will  of  the  par- 
ties ;  and  the  mode  of  it,  to  the  clergy,  the  only  apparent  constituted  authority 
taking  any  oognixance  of  these  actSu 
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It  18  true  that  we,  in  the  United  States,  do  stand  in  a  point  of  view  widely 
difierent  from  Europe.  Compared  to  oora,  the  population  of  the  old  world  is 
like  the  quiet  waters  of  a  lake  rarely  quitting  its  bed  ;  whilst  with  us,  the  gi- 
gantic strides  we  make  onward,  and  our  natural  migrating  propensities,  give 
the  country  the  aspect  of  a  yast  agitated  sea,  which  defies  all  efforts  to  confine 
it  within  any  limits.  But,  however  great  the  task,  it  is  not  beyond  the  reach 
of  the  moralist,  and  the  result  to  be  obtained  is  well  worthy  of  his  attention 
and  of  that  of  the  lawgiver. 

The  perpetual  shiitings  of  the  people  at  the  extremities  of  the  republic,  will 
not,  it  is  probable,  for  years  to  come,  allow  any  thing  like  regularity  being 
established  there.  If  it  be  done  at  all,  it  should  commence  in  the  older  and 
more  thickly  settled  states,  where,  by  acquired  experience,  social  restraints  are 
borne  with  less  impatience,  and  whbnce,  by  the  infiuence  of  good  example,  it 
may  infuse  itself  fie^er,  and  ultimately  be  adopted  every  where.  Honor, 
therefore,  be  rendered  to  the  state  that  thus  takes  the  lead  in  the  good  work. 

The  French  system  is  believed  to  be  as  near  to  perfection  as  any  extant.  It 
is  minute  and  precise,  as  will  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  the  Code  Civil,  which 
establishes  it,  a  copy  of  which,  as  very  clearly  explained  and  illustrated  by 
Rogron,  a  distinguished  legist,  accompanies  this  letter. 

In  Chapter  I.,  articles  from  34  to  54,  will  be  seen  the  manner  in  which  regis- 
ters are  kept,  by  duplicates,  in  the  mayor's  office.  When  filled  up,  or  at  the 
end  of  each  year,  one  set  remains  there ;  the  other,  for  greater  security,  is 
lodged  at  the  Tribunal  of  the  Department. 

Chapter  II.,  articles  from  55  to  62  specifies  the  mode  and  time  of  register- 
ing births. 

Chapter  m., -articles  from  63  to  75  relates  to  marriage  ;  and  Chapter  lY., 
articles  from  76  to  87  designates  the  records  of  deaths. 

The  explanation  and  arguments  adduced  in  support  of  each  clause,  by  Mr. 
Rogron,  are  perfectly  clear,  and  show  with  what  care  as  a  whole,  a  protective 
law  follows  the  progress  of  man,  from  his  cradle  to  maturity,  and  thence, 
downwards,  to  even  beyond  his  grave.  In  looking  at  the  details  of  the  law,  it 
will  be  observed,  as  contrasted  with  our  own  custom,  where  such  a  trail  en- 
tirely fails,  that  great  care  has  been  taken  by  the  framers  of  the  code  to  pre- 
serve throughout  families,  the  native  appellation  of  the  nidther  as  well  as  that 
of  the  father,  of  the  child.  With  us,  the  wife's  maiden  name  disappears 
entirely,  and  is  never,  or  seldom,  seen  in  public  deeds  ;  in  France,  on  the  con- 
trary, not  only  that,  but  even  her  subsequent  name  or  names,  if  she  has  been 
widowed  more  than  once,  are  handed  down,  together  with  that  of  her  hus- 
band, and  by  this  means,  family  identity  is,  beyond  equivocation,  perpetuated. 

The  record  is  kept  by  an  (^Bcer  or  officers,  at  the  mayor's  office,  under  his 
responsibility  and  direction.  The  registxax  is  in  constant  attendance.  He  per- 
forms the  duties  assigned  to  him  by  law,  among  which,  he  furnishes  any  party 
requiring  it,  a  legalized  copy  of  any  act  recorded.  The  recording  is  done  gra- 
tis, but,  for  each  copy,  two  francs  are  paid,— this  being  for  the  stamp  and  the 
paper  used. 
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A  condensed  report 'is  made  annually  by  each  mayor  to  the  Prefect,  the 
highest  civil  and  executive  authority  of  the  department ;  and  these  documents, 
together  with  periodical  domiciliary  visits,  are  the  basis  of  the  census  of  the 
whole  population  made  every  five  years  by  government.  From  these,  also,  it 
is,  that  the  sutistical  statement  of  the  ''  mouvement  do  la  population  "  in  the 
"  Annuaire  du  Bureau  des  Longitudes,"  (a  most  useful  work,  of  which  those 
for  1837  and  1838  accompany  this),  is  made. 

In  the  latter  will  be  found  a  most  interesting  article,  published  annually  by 
Mr.  Mathieu,  a  man  distinguished  in  statistical  annals,  and  as  a  moralist. 

The  parcel  marked  A,  contains  manuscript  copies  of  record,  taken  at  the 
mayoralty  of  the  2d  arrondissement  (of  which  there  are  12  in  Paris),  in  ordinary 
cases  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths. 

Under  the  letter  B  will  be  found  printed  models  of  the  above,  such  as  are 
used  throughout  France ;  varying  with  each  case,  together  with  the  form  of 
the  register  to  be  kept,  as  also  the  form  used  in  the  church  registry.  But  in 
order  that  nothing  be  wanting  that  may  throw  light  upon  the  subject,  I  have 
also  procured  a  highly  prized  work,  entitled  "  Mairie  Pratique,"  or  Dictionary 
of  Forms.  Commencing  at  page  478,  the  whole  series  of  civil  acts  will  be 
found. 

Upon  examination  it  will  be  seen  that  no  penalty  is  inflicted  upon  the  parent 
for  neglect  or  omission  in  registering  the  birth  of  his  child,  although  it  visits 
the  surgeon  or  midwife  who  does  not  do  so,  in  the  necessary  absence  of  the 
father  or  of  any  one  doing  it  in  his  name  ;  because  it  supposes  that,  had  the 
father  been  present,  or  the  mother  capable,  the  requisite  declaration  and  regis- 
try would  have  been  made  by  them  as  a  matter  of  course. 

Acting  upon  the  ground  that  birth,  legally  proved  and  identified,  ensures  to 
man  his  property  and  his  social  rights,  the  French  law,  setting  aside  the  usual 
way  of  enforcement  by  the  infliction  of  penalty,  has  placed  its  fulfilment  upon 
the  surest  of  all  possible  human  basis, — self  interest.  Thus,  in  claims  by 
inheritance  or  otherwise,  the  evidence  called  for  by  law,  is  that  which  the  birth 
register  can  adduce. 

Progressing  in  life,  when  he  contracts  marriage,  man  must  present  himself 
with  that  same  jtroof  in  hand.  Without  the  production  of  this,  the  law  has 
interposed  such  great  difficulties  to  contracting  marriage,  as  to  amount  to  an 
almost  prohibition.  Parents,  therefore,  having  at  heart  the  future  welfare  of 
their  offspring,  cannot,  without  exposing  themselves  to  great  reproach,  omit 
taking  for  them,  their  first  legal  step  in  life.  As  to  marrying,  heedless  of  the 
mandate  of  the  law,  it  is  altogether  out  of  the  question,  the  civil  act  being,  in 
France,  the  only  deed  constituting  it.  The  alliance  before  the  church,  although 
sanctioned  by  morality  and  imperatively  required  by  religion,  is  lefl  wholly  to 
the  conscience  of  the  individual. 

In  case  of  death,  the  law  interposes  authoritatively.  Having  for  additional 
motive,  the  incentive  of  salubrity,  the  eye  and  hand  of  the  executive  are  fixed 
wpon  it,  and  no  inhumation  can  take  place  without  the  prehminary  declaration 
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at  the  mayoralty's  office,  a  post-mortem  examination,  if  there  he  any  doubt  as 
to  the  manner  of  the  death,  and  a  consequent  permission  on  the  part  of  the 
authority  to  proceed. 

In  what  way  the  incentiyes  used  here  may  be  employed  with  us,  is  a  point 
difficult  of  solution. 

By  establishing  a  regular  registry,  and  by  enacting  that,  in  after  times,  all 
evidence  relating  to  property ,  to  descent,  &c.,  &c.,  derive  therefrom,  we  may 
bring  parents  to  the  first  record.  At  each  cemetery,  books  may  be  kept  also, 
and  he^e,  we  may  in  part  succeed,  as  all  must  eventually  pass  that  gate.  But 
as  a  bar  to  a  regular  system,  we  have  still  the  marriage  act,  with  us,  so  capri- 
cious in  its  varied  shapes,  so  hard  to  be  reached,  and  which,  yet,  is  indispensa- 
ble to  prove  legitimate  issue ! 

1  do  not  possess  the  local  information  necessary  to  solve  the  question,  nor 
can  I  presume  to  advise  the  abler  men  who  have  taken  it  up  at  home,  but, 
should  they  view  the  subject  as  I  do,  they  will  come  to  the  conclusion  that  a 
near  approach  to  it  would  be,  first  of  all, — 

1st.  The  regular  establishment  by  law  of  the  acte  civil,  making  the  mar- 
riage act  one  of  civil  legal  interposition,  independent  of  all  reUgious  interfer- 
ence ;  the  latter  to  be  left  entirely  to  the  dictate  of  conscience,  and  to  the  no 
less  powerful  conventional  regulation  of  society  ;  or, 

2d.  A  system  of  central  registry,  embracing  births,  agreeably  to  the  French 
form,  with  a  legislative  enactment,  that  no  other  proof  than  legalized  copies  of 
record  be  available  in  law.  A  marriage  book  to  be  kept,  upon  which  the  sur- 
names and  fcamty  names  of  both  parties  be  entered,  but  not  until  the  certificate 
of  birth  as  specified  above,  shall  have  been  produced,  the  marriage  record  thus 
made  J  to  be  a  requisite  before  the  courts  in  all  litigious  cases ;  and,  finally,  that 
it  be  made  unlawful  for  any  sexton  or  church  authority  to  bury  without  per- 
mission first  obtained  from  the  mayor's  office,  where  would,  of  course,  be  pre- 
viously entered,  the  declaration,  mode  and  time  of  the  decease. 

By  thus  interweaving  all  these  acts,  and  rendering  the  compliance  of  one, 
necessary  to  the  other  ;  all  the  facts  relative  to  the  natural  increase  of  the  pop- 
ulation would  be  brought  to  a  centre. 

The  works  annexed  to  this  letter,  are,  I  believe,  sufficient  to  answer  the 
queries  contained  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Shattuck ;  should  they  not  prove  so,  it 
will  afford  me  pleasure  to  supply  the  deficiency,  and  to  procure  such  additional 
information  as  may  be  wanted. 

I  am,  dear  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EUGENE  A.   VAIL. 
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LIST  OF  WORKS   AND  DOCITMENTS  WITH  THIS    LETTER. 

Annuaife  du  Bareaa  des  Longitudes,  pour  1837,     ....  1  vol. 

"         "         «       "  "  **     1838, 1   " 

*' Maine  pratique,"  OQ  Dictionnaire  des  Fonaes,  par  Dupont,  1   '' 

Code  Ciyil  Comment^,  par  Rogron, 1  '' 

Manuscript  copies  of  Forms  (some  of  which  could  not  be  procured  in  print.) 
Printed  forms. 
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SYSTEM  FOR  THE  PUBLIC  REGISTRATION 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS, 


EEFEBEED  TO  IN  THE  LETTER  OF  L.  SHATTUCK,  ESQ. 


<  h  isfnUp  as  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  rights  of  trtdividuals  to  preserve  a 
register  of  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths,  as  it  is  to  preserve  a  register  of  Deeds,^* 
Report  to  Fakliamekt  in  1833. 
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NOTE. 


[Register  Books  should  be  made  of  demy,  or  folio  post  paper,  of  good  substantial  qual- 
ity, about  22  by  27  inches.  This  would  give  a  page  of  11  by  13  inches,  which  would  be 
of  conTenient  size  for  the  blanks.  They  should  contain  a  title  page,  the  laws,  forms  of 
returns,  and  other  general  printed  regulations  and  instructions,  all  of  which  should  be 
printed  to  be  bound  up  at  the  beginning  of  all  the  registers  of  births,  marriages,  or 
deaths.  Each  register  of  the  different  kinds  should  be  made  of  blanks,  printed  and 
cross-ruled  according  to  the  form  here  prepared,  and  should  contain  on  the  first  page  the 
instructions  to  the  registrar  or  clerk.  Separate  registers  for  the  births,  marriages  and 
deaths,  may  be  made  for  large  towns,  or  they  may  be  all  bound  together. 

The  population  of  Massachusetts  is  about  750,000,  and  of  these  it  may  be  estimated 
that  1  in  30,  or  about  25,000  births,  1  in  125,  or  6,000  marriages,  and  1  in  60,  or  12,600 
deaths,  take  place  in  the  whole  State  every  year.  This  of  course  is  a  mere  estimate, 
and  may  be  erroneous,  though  it  is  supposed  to  be  not  far  from  the  truth.  This  would 
require  43,000  entries  to  be  made  every  year  in  the  State.  If  each  sheet  should  contain 
50  entries,  it  would  require  860  sheets,  or  less  than  two  reams  of  paper,  which  might 
cost  tl2  to  tl5.  A  register  of  two  quires  of  paper  might  be  made  for  12  to  13,  accord- 
ing to  the  quality  of  paper  and  style  of  binding;  and  this  would  last  a  town  of  1600 
inhabitants  from  15  to  20  years.] 


11 
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REGISTER    OF    BIRTHS 

For  the  Town  of . 


Directions  to  the  Registrar,  or  Clerk. 


t.    In  the  parenthesis  at  the  top  of  the  page  insert  the  page  of  the  Register. 

2.  Fill  up  the  running  line  near  the  top  by  inserting  the  name  of  the  townj 
county  and  State,  and  the  dates  when  the  first  and  last  entries  of  the  page  were 
made  ;  and  the  signature  of  the  registrar,  or  clerk,  who  makes  the  entries. 

3.  Ui^der  ''  iVo."  insert  in  figures  the  number  of  the  entry,  the  births  each 
year  being  numbered  s^arately,  No.  1  being  the  first  made  in  the  month  of 
January. 

4.  Under  "  Date  of  Birth y*^  insert  the  year,  month  and  day  when  the  birth 
took  place.     He  may  also  insert  the  hour  of  the  day  when  informed  of  it. 

5.  Under  "  Place  of  Birth y"*^  insert  the  name  of  the  town,  parish,  street, 
or  place  where  the  birth  occurred. 

6.  Under  "  Name,  (if  any ^y^  insert  the  name  or  names,  if  any  shall  hare 
been  given  to  the  child  before  registration,  or  when  obtained  after  the  registra- 
tion of  the  other  particulars,  but  the  surname  must  not  be  inserted  here. 

7.  Under  "  Sex  and  Condition,*^  insert  boy  or  girl,  and  twins,  as  the  case 
may  be  ;  and  also  in  addition,  colored,  if  the  child  be  not  w^hite. 

8.  Under  "  Name  and  Surname  of  Father,^*  insert  the  name  or  names,  and 
surnames  of  the  father,  (if  known,)  but  if  the  informant  declines  stating  the 
name  of  the  father,  or  there  shall  be  reason  to  believe  that  the  child  is  illegiti- 
mate, the  enquiry  shall  not  be  pressed,  but  the  column  be  left  blank. 

9.  Under  "  Occupation  of  Father,^'  insert  the  profession,  occupation,  trade 
or  calUng  of  the  father. 

10.  Under  **  Residence  of  Parents,**  insert  the  name  of  the  town,  parish, 
street  or  place  where  they  reside. 

11.  Under  ^*  Name  and  Maiden  Name  of  Mother,*^  insert  the  name  and  sur- 
name of  the  mother  before  marriage,  and  if  previously  married,  the  name  and 

"  surname  of  her  first  husband. 

12.  Under  ^^  Infonnant,**  insert  the  name  and  surname  of  the  person  who 
makes  the  return,  and  also  whether  he  be  a  medical  professional  man  or  other- 
wise. 

13.  Under  "  Date  of  Registration,^*  insert  the  day  of  the  month  and  year 
when  recorded. 

If  all  the  particulars  under -each  of  these  heads  cannot  be  obtained,  such  as 
can  be  known  should  be  inserted. 
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REGISj^asachusetts,  from  the  5th  day  of  Sept.  A.  D. 
^H,  Registrar. 


No. 


76 


77 


78 


79 


80 


81 


82 


83 

84 


Dat4 


4. 


SepU 


Oetd 

Oct! 


Octi 


Mnfi 


n. 


DectA 


Deed 


Deced 

I 

I 

"Ihorelj 
house  I  occu] 


Name  and  MaideoName 
of  Mother. 


Eliiabelh  Vinceni, 
formerly  MarMU. 


MmyJohMony 
formerly  Otis. 


Jdaria  Loanda. 


Ann  Thayer  y 
formerly  Brown. 


Jane  Lorinf^^ 
formerly  Goodwin 


Eveline  Tliomas, 
formerly  Smith. 


Jane  Brighamj 
formerly  Mlson. 


lafonnant. 


When  Ref  ittered. 


John  Brown,  M.  D. 


Mary  Johnson^ 
the  mother. 


Maria  Loomu, 
the  mother. 


James  Mason^  M  D. 


Henry  WalUmy 
Overseer  of  the  Poor. 


John  Lorinfi^j  M.  D. 
the  father. 


John  Thomas, 
thefather. 


DwighiWmiams,M.D. 


October  1st,  1842. 


October  70th,  1S4SI 


October  3Ut,  1842. 


JWoemfter  2(2, 1842. 


JVovember  12th,  1842. 


December  14/A,  1842. 


December  QSth,  1042. 


December  29th,  1842. 
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ths  should  he  made  according  to  the  ahove  specimen,  and  honnd  with  the 
>f  it.    It  should  contain  the  following  particulars : — 


the  parents  arranged  alphabetically,  inserting  the  name  of  the  father,  ex^ 
)ear8  not  to  have  been  bom  in  wedlock,  and  then  always  the  name  of  the 


S)  or,  if  there  be  no  name  given,  the  sex  of  the  child ;  or  leave  it  blank 

ime  when  obtained. 

istry  Book  where  the  full  particulars  may  be  found. - 
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13.  Under  **  Occupation  of  Fathers,^*  insert  his  profession,  occupation, 
trade  or  calling. 

14.  Under  "  Date  of  Marriage,**  insert  the  name  and  day  of  the  month 
and  year  when  it  took  place. 

15.  Under  "  Place  of  Marriage,**  insert  the  name  of  the  town,  or  parish, 
and,  if  in  a  city,  the  street  and  number  of  the  house,  or  the  church,  where  it 
was  solemnized. 

16.  Under  '*  Name  and  Official  Station  of  the  person  by  whom  Married,** 
insert  the  name  and  surname  of  the  person  by  whom  married,  and  clergyman, 
magistrate,  or  otherwise,  according  as  his  official  station  may  be. 

17.  Under  **  Names  of  Witnesses,**  insert  the  names  of  two  persons  who 
were  present  and  witnessed  the  marriage. 

18.  Under  **  Date  of  Registration,**  insert  the  name  and  day  of  the  month 
and  the  year  when  the  entry  was  made. 

19.  It  is  important  that  aD  the  foregoing  particulars  should  be  ascertained 
and  inserted  in  their  respective  columns.  Some  difficulties  may  occur  in  re- 
gard to  those  required  in  the  1 1th,  12th  and  13th  sections  of  these  directions, 
relating  to  the  name  and  description  of  fathers,  which  in  dome  cases  cannot  be 
always  known.  It  is  therefore  proper,  in  the  course  of  enquiries,  to  guard 
against  offisnding  the  feelings  of  such  persons  ;  and  it  is  recommended  in  res- 
pect to  the  particulars  here  proposed  to  be  inserted,  that  the  parties  be  merely 
asked  whether  they  can  furnish  the  means  of  filling  them,  and  if  they  answer 
in  the  negative,  the  enquiry  should  not  be  pressed,  nor  the  reason  asked.  Nor 
is  it  proper  to  insert  any  words  of  explanation  of  the  omission,  such  as  not 
known,  or  information  refused,  but  the  column  should  be  left  blank. 

20.  If  a  marriage  take  place  in  a  different  town  from  that  where  the  inten- 
tions were  entered,  or  where  the  license  was  granted,  it  is  important  that  such 
marriage  be  recorded  where  such  intentions  were  first  made,  and  where  one  of 
the  parties  lived,  and  not  where  the  marriage  took  place.  It  may,  however, 
be  recorded  in  a  different  town  if  the  parties  request  it,  and  where  neither  of 
the  parties  lived,  but  in  all  cases  the  place  of  entering  the  intentions  of  mar- 
riage should  be  particularly  mentioned  in  the  record  and  in  the  certificate  of 
marriage. 
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REGISTER    OF    DEATHS 

For  the  Town  of 


Directions  to  the  Registrar  or  Clerk. 


I.  In  the  parenthesis  at  the  top  of  the  page  insert  the  page  of  the  Register. 
3.     Fill  up  the  running  title  near  the  top  hy  inserting  the  name  of  the  town, 

county  and  State,  and  the  date  when  the  first  and  last  entries  on  the  page  were 
made ;  and  the  signature  of  the  registrar  or  clerk  hy  whom  made. 

3.  Under  **  iVb,"  insert  in  figures,  the  number  of  the  entry,  those  for  each 
year  being  numbered  separately,  that  made  first  in  January,  being  number  one. 

4.  Under  ^^  Date  of  Death,'^  insert  the  month,  day,  and  year,  when  the 
death  took  place.     The  hour  may  also  be  inserted  if  deemed  expedient. 

5.  Under  *'  Name  and  Surname,^*  insert  the  name  and  surname  of  the  de- 
ceased, and  if  a  widow,  the  name  of  her  last  deceased  husband. 

6.  Under  "  Sex  and  Condition^*^  insert  husband  or  wj/c,  bachelor  or  mouf, 
widower  or  widow ^  boy  or  girl,  as  the  case  may  be.  And  colored,  in  addition, 
if  not  white. 

7.  Under  ''  Age,"*^  insert  in  figures  the  number  of  years  old,  on  the  last 
preceding  birth-day,  or  if  under  one  year,  the  number  of  months  or  days. 

8.  Under  **  Occupation,''^  insert  the  profession,  trade,  or  calling,  of  the 
deceased.' 

9.  Under  "  Place  of  Death, ^*  insert  the  name  of  the  city  or  town  ;  and  also 
the  street  and  number  of  the  house,  where  it  occurred. 

10.  Under  '^  Years  Residence,''^  insert  the  number  of  years  the  deceased 
had  resided  in  the  city  or  town.  Changes  which  have  taken  place  in  his  resi- 
dence in  the  same  town  need  not  be  noticed.  If  a  native  born,  leave  the  col- 
umn blank. 

II.  Under  ^^  Place  of  Birlh,^*  insert  the  name  of  the  town,  county,  or 
State,  if  in  the  United  States,  or  the  Empire,  Kingdom,  or  State,  if  a  foreigner, 
where  the  deceased  was  bom. 

12.  Under  ^^  Name  and  Surname  of  Parents,^^  &c.,  insert  the  name  and 
surname  of  both  the  father  and  mother;  and  when  known,  the  maiden  surname 
of  mother;  or  if  a  widow,  the  name  of  her  last  deceased  husband. 

13.  Under  "  Disease  or  Cause  of  Death,^^  insert  the  name  of  the  disease, 
or  accident,  by  which  the  person  died,  and  when  he  can,  the  duration  of  the 
disease,  in  figures,  in  years,  months,  days  or  hours.  In  order  that  the  infor- 
mation on  tbiB  head  may  be  the  best  attainable,  the  sexton  or  clerk  should  be 
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required  before  any  interment,  to  apply  for  it,  when  he  can,  to  the  medical 
attendant  of  the  deceased  person,  who  should  be  bound  to  give  the  information 
to  the  best  of  his  ability.  When  no  medical  man  has  been  present,  or  in  at- 
tendance, or  when  no  opinion  of  a  medical  man,  as  to  the  cause  of  death,  can 
be  obtained,  the  sexton  or  clerk  may  insert  the  cause  ef  such  death,  according 
the  best  information  he  can  obtain,  or  leave  it  blank. 

14.  Under  ^*  Place  of  Interment, ^^  insert  the  name  of  the  burying  ground, 
and  the  number  of  the  tomb  or  lot  where  interred. 

15.  Under  *'  Sexton,^^  insert  the  name  and  surname  of  the  sexton,  under- 
taker, or  person  by  whom  the  interment  was  made. 

16.  Under  ^*  Informant y^*  insert  the  name  of  the  Informant,  and  also  in 
addition  the  name  of  his  profession  or  occupation. 

17.  Under  "  When  Registered,^^  insert  the  month,  day,  and  year,  when 
registered. 
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€ommon\situltfi  of  iHaooactittotttis. 


Secretary's  Office;  December,  1844. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate 

aitd  House  of  Representatives  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  following  Report  of  proceed- 
ings had  agreeably  to  the  Act  of  1844  (chapter  159)  '•  relating 
to  the  Registry  and  Returns  of  Births,  Marriages  and  D.^iiiiis." 

Immediately  upon  the  passage  of  the  Act,  measures  were 
taken  to  prociire  the  blank  books  for  registration  required  by 
the  seventh  section.  In  the  month  of  May  they  were  ready 
for  delivery,  and  were  forwarded  by  the  earliest  opportunities 
to  the  towns.  The  pages  of  the  Registers  were  ruled  in  col- 
umns so  as  to  receive  entries  of  the  various  particulars  required 
hy  the  law.  They  are  of  good  paper,  and  in  durable  binding. 
They  are  of  four  different  sizes,  to  correspond  in  some  degree 
to  the  population  of  the  respective  towns.  The  books  furnished 
to  the  smallest  corporations  will  probably  not  b^  filled  in  ten 
years ;  the  others  will  need  to  be  sooner  renewed.  Three  Reg- 
isters were  furnished  to  the  city  of  Boston,  for  Births,  Mar- 
riages  and  Deaths,  respectively.  The  whole  cost  of  the  vol- 
umes was  six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

The  law  was  published  in  the  official  newspaper  immediate- 
ly upon  its  enactment.  On  the  15th  of  April,  I  addressed  a 
circular  letter  to  the  town  clerks,  communicating  a  copy  of  the 
law,  and  then  proceeding  as  follows  : 

"  This  act,  you  will  observe,  contains  the  provision  that  it 
shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage.     You  will  accord- 
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ingly,  in  conformity  to  the  first  section,  make  your  next  return 
to  this  office  in  June^  instead  of  May,  as  heretofore. 

It  may  seem  to  you,  at  first  view,  that  there  is  a  discrepancy 
in  the  law  in  respect  to  the  limit  of  the  registration  year.  The 
first  section  directs  the  clerks  to  transmit,  in  June,  a  record 
'  of  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths  which  have  occurred  within 
their  respective  towns  during  the  year  next  preceding  the  first 
day  of  saiimonih^  while  the  second  section  directs  the  school 
committees  annually  to  make  returns  in  May,  of  '  all  the  births 
which  have  happened  during  the  year  next  preceding  the  first 
day  of  said  MayJ  The  latter  provision  is  so  express  as  to 
leave  no  doubt  of  what  was  intended  in  respect  to  births ;  and 
it  was  evidently  the  intention  of  the  Legislature  that  the  reg- 
istration year  should  have  the  same  limits  for  marriages  and 
deaths  as  for  births.  Further ;  the  law,  when  it  directs  the 
clerks  to  make  their  returns  to  the  Secretary  in  June,  leaves 
them  at  liberty  to  make  it  in  the  first  days  of  that  month,  at 
which  time  the  latest  returns  of  marriages  and  deaths  in  their 
possession  will  be  of  such  as  took  place  in  April.  Accordingly, 
your  annual  return  to  this  office  will  include  births,  marriages 
and  deaths  happening  in  the  '  year  next  preceding  the  first  day 
of  May.' 

According  to  the  terms  of  the  act,  your  returns  of  all  births, 
&c.,  since  its  passage,  should  include  all  the  particulars  speci- 
fied in  the  blanks  which  I  this  day  transmit  to  you.  It  is  prob- 
able, however,  that  the  law  may  not  yet  have  become  known, 
through  the  customary  method  of  publication,  to  all  the  officers 
and  others  on  whom  it  imposes  obligations ;  and  that  therefore 
your  returns,  for  the  whole  year  about  to  close,  will  prove  im- 
perfect in  respect  to  particulars  not  contemplated  in  the  former 
act.  You  will  be  pleased,  in  your  return  in  June  next,  to  make 
entries  in  the  blanks  as  full  as  your  materials  permit.  In  the 
next  year  a  mnqh  closer  approximation  to  completeness  may  be 
looked  for. 

In  respect  to  births,  however,  of  which  the  census  is  required 
by  the  law  to  be  made  by  the  school  committee  in  the  month 
of  May,  it  may  be  expected  that  your  return  will  be  full.  To 
this  end  it  is  desirable  that  you  ahouid,  mthaut  delay,  confer 
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with  the  school  committee  of  your  town  on  the  subject,  that 
they  may  seasonably  decide  on  some  efficient  plan  of  opem- 
tions.  I  send  you  duplicate  blanks  for  returns  of  births,  one 
for  the  committee's  return  to  you,  the  other  for  your  return  lo 
this  office. 

The  blanks  for  returns  of  marriages  and  deaths,  which  I 
transmit  at  the  same  time,  can  be  enlarged  by  yon  according  to 
the  length  of  the  return. 

I  respectfully  ask  your  careful  attention  and  aid  in  carrying 
out  the  designs  of  the  Legislature.  You  will  not  fail  to  per- 
ceive the  great  importance  of  immediate  exertion  on  the  part 
of  the  town  clerks  in  calling  the  attention  of  those  from  whom 
they  are  to  receive  reports,  to  the  duty  enjoined  on  them  by 
the  law." 

Along  with  the  Registers,  the  following  circular  letter  was 
sent  to  the  Town  Clerks : 

*'SiB, — Herewith  you  will  receive  a  blank  book,  prepared  for 
the  record  required  by  the  Act  of  March  16th,  1844,  to  be 
made  of  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths,  by  the  town  clerk  of 

In  the  beginning  of  the  volume  you  will  find  a  copy  of  the 
Act.  The  blank  space  on  the  reverse  of  the  page  maybe  used 
for  entering  any  laws  hereafter  made  in  relation  to  the  subject. 

You  will  observe  that  you  are  to  enter  only  births,  marriages 
and  deaths,  taJcing  place  in  your  own  town.  These  events  in 
families  of  your  citizens,  if  they  do  not  occur  within  your  town 
limits,  do  not  belong  to  your  record. 

The  ruled  columns  contain  spaces  for  a  few  classes  of  entries, 
which  you  are  not  required  by  law  to  make,  viz :  one  for  the 
name  of  the  m/ormantj  under  all  the  heads ;  one  for  the  place 
of  interment^  under  the  head  of  deaths ;  and  spaces  for  the 
place  of  birth  of  the  parties,  and  the  occupation  and  residence 
of  their  parents^  under  that  of  marriages.  As  to  filling  these 
spaces,  and  soliciting  information  for  that  purpose,  the  clerks 
are  of  course  at  liberty  to  be  governed  by  their  own  judgment. 

The  blank  in  the  line  at  the  head  of  each  left  hand  page  of 
the  Register  will  receive  the  entry,  required  by  law,  of  the 
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place  in  which  births,  &c.,  occur.  But  in  the  pages  for  the  re- 
cord of  births,  there  is  also  a  column  headed  place  of  births^  in 
which  some  clerks,  particularly  of  large  towns,  or  of  such  as 
contain  difiereni  villages,  rtay  be  inclined  to  enter  the  parts  of 
the  town  in  which  the  births  respectively  took  place. 

I  respectfully  suggest  that,  in  the  entry  of  diseases  under  the 
head  of  deaths,  it  will  be  best  to  adopt  the  popular  names. 
These  are  thought,  on  the  whole,  to  afford  the  best  basis  for 
the  scientific  arrangement,  which  ought  to  be  made,  when  the 
returns  come  to  be  collected  into  tables. 

Each  successive  town  clerk  should  take  care  that  his  signa- 
ture, at  the  head  of  each  right  hand  page  of  the  Register, 
stands  over  no  other  entries  than  what  have  been  made  by 
himself. 

Trusting  that  your  best  exertions  will  be  used  to  carry  out 
the  objects  of  the  Legislature  in  establishing  this  system, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,"  &c. 

Returns  of  Births  have  been  received  from  288  towns,  of 
Marriages  from  289  towns,  and  of  Deaths  from  281  towns. 
There  remain  20  towns  without  returns  of  births,  19  towns 
without  returns  of  marriages,  and  27  towns  without  returns  of 
deaths,  besides  the  two  districts  of  Boston  Corner  and  Marshpee. 

A  portion  of  the  returns  were  not  made  within  the  time  pre- 
scribed by  law ;  and  a  few  were  made  so  late  as  to  occasion 
much  extra  trouble  in  the  preparation  of  the  Tables.       ' 

A  large  portion  of  the  returns  are  more  or  less  imperfect  in 
some  of  the  particulars  required  by  law.  A  great  part  of  this 
imperfection  is  fully  explained  by  the  fact  that,  when  the  law 
went  into  effect,  it  was  already  too  late  to  obtain,  for  this  regis- 
tration year,  many  of  the  particulars  required  by  it.  For  the 
most  part  the  town  clerks  have  shown  a  commendable  inter- 
est in  the  object,  and  in  some  instances  they  have  taken  great 
pains  to  carry  the  law  fully  into  efTect.  Also,  in  some  in- 
stances, the  school  committees  have  used  great  diligence  in 
their  department  to  collect  information  respecting  the  births. 

Some  of  the  imperfections  are  noticed  in  the  marginal  notes 
to  the  Tables ;  and  in  a  few  instances  commendation  is  there 
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given.  But  it  is  not  to  be  inferred  that  other  returns  do  not 
equally  deserve  favorable  notice.  These  memoranda  were 
made  from  time  to  time  when  a  return  was  under  the  eye  for 
a  different  purpose,  and  without  strict  comparison  of  one  with 
another. 

Among  the  imperfections  in  the  Returns,  the  town  clerks 
have  omitted  in  many  instances  the  number  of  the  births, 
marriages  and  deaths.  Sometimes  the  number  is  put  down  1 
consecutively,  and  in  a  few  instances  the  number  is  erroneously 
added  up.  Also  they  have  often  omitted  to  note  the  time  '^  when 
registered,"  as  required  by  law. 

Had  the  information  respecting  births  been  communicated 
to  the  town  clerks  in  the  month  of  May,  and  of  marriages  and 
deaths  between  the  first  and  tenth  day  of  each  month  for  the 
preceding  month,  as  it  is  to  be  hoped  has  been  done  since  the 
publication  of  the  law,  the  entries  on  the  town  record  could 
easily  have  been  made  in  chronological  order,  which  would 
have  been  of  service  hereafter  in  consulting  the  record,  and 
would  have  facilitated  the  preparation  of  the  Tables. 

The  blank  forms  sent  to  the  town  clerks  required  the  re- 
turn of  births,  marriages  and  deaths  for  the  year  next  preced- 
ing May  1,  1844.  In  a  few  instances  the  town  clerks  chang- 
ed the  date  from  May  1,  to  June  I.  In  a  few  instances  the 
return  appears  to  include  some  cases  occurring  in  May  and 
June,  1844.  These  instances  are  presumed  to  be  clerical  errors. 
On  one  return  of  births  the  record  purports  to  commence  in 
January,  1843,  and  extends  to  March  31,  1844.  They  are  all 
included  on  the  presumption  of  a  clerical  error. 

Very  frequently  the  names  of  children  are  not  given. — 
Sometimes  the  sex  also  is  omitted,  and  can  only  be  inferred 
from  the  Christian  name.  Sometimes  the  sex  is  not  to  be  in- 
ferred from  any  entry  on  the  record,  and  we  have  been  obliged 
to  consider  these  instances  as  '*not  stated."  Again,  when  the 
sex  is  omitted,  and  a  name  is  entered,  it  has  been  difficult 
in  some  instances  to  determine  the  sex,  the  names  having 
probably  undergone  changes  in  the  spelling  in  the  course  of 
time.  This  shows  the  importance  of  recording  both  the  name 
and  the  sex. 

B 
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The  date  of  the  birth  is  generally  stated,  the  omissions  being 
less  than  1  in  112. 

The  name  and  sumame  of  the  father  are  generally  men- 
tioned, while  frequently  those  of  the  mother  are  omitted. 
Sometimes  the  name  of  the  mother  only  is  entered.  In  two 
instances  neither  the  name  nor  the  surname  of  either  parent  is 
mentioned,  the  children  being  foundlings.  A  few  children  are 
entered  as  illegitimate.  The  occupation  of  the  father  is  in  a 
great  majority  of  cases  stated,  being  omitted  in  1  case  out  of  17. 
The  occupations  are  very  various,  and  are  such  as  we  should 
expect  from  what  we  know  of  the  employments  of  the  people 
generally  in  the  different  parts  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  residence  of  parents  is  often  omitted  in  the  column  de- 
signed for  that  entry  on  the  return,  and  is  presumed  to  have 
been  in  the  town  from  whence  the  return  is  made,  unless  other- 
wise indicated. 

The  law  imposes  the  duty  of  collecting  the  information  re- 
specting births  upon  the  school  committees,  '^annually  in 
the  month  of  May."  Some  town  clerks  have  suggested  that 
it  would  have  been  better  to  impose  this  duty  upon  the  Asses- 
sors, who  are  in  the  habit  of  visiting  every  house  in  May  or 
June,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  amount  of  taxable 
property,  and  the  number  of  taxable  polls  in  each  town. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  have  been  so  many  delinquen- 
cies on  the  part  of  school  committees,  in  collecting  information 
respecting  births,  in  consequence  of  which  the  returns  are  im- 
perfect in  many  essential  particulars.  In  some  instances  the 
town  clerks  have  in  a  great  measure  supplied  these  deficien- 
cies by  their  personal  inquiries. 

The  returns  of  marriages  are  extremely  defective.  It  may 
be  well  to  present  a  view  of  this  part  of  the  case  in  some  ex- 
tracts from  letters  of  town  clerks. 

The  town  clerk  of  Andover  says,  **  the  number  of  marri- 
ages in  the  town  of  Andover  during  the  year  next  preceding 
May  1,  1844,  was  to  me  unknown — nineteen  only  recorded  on 
the  town  Records.  The  number  of  publishments  is  fifty  in  the 
same  time.    One  of  the  Pastors  of  the  (oldest)  Congregational 
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church  has  not  made  any  return  of  marriages  for  the  last  eight 
years,  as  appears  by  the  record.*  Such  facts  as  I  knew  I  have 
added." 

The  town  clerk  of  Eroing  says,  **the  attention  of  the 
minister  of  this  place,  has  been  twice  called  to  this  subject  by 
the  town  clerk ;  but  he  still  neglects  to  make  any  return  of 
the  marriages." 

The  town  clerk  of  Fairhaveii  says,  **  you  will  also  per- 
ceive that  there  are  but  eleven  marriages  returned,  and  one  of 
these  was  in  New  Bedford,  and  not  included  in  the  Tables. 
They  are  often  solemnized  by  persons  living  out  of  town,  who 
with  those  living  in  town,  have  been  very  negligent  about 
making  the  returns  required  by  law;  and  many  of  those  that 
are  made,  are  extremely  deficient  in  giving  the  required  infor- 
mation. There  must  have  been  about  thirty-eight  marriages 
solemnized  the  past  year." **I  have  issued  Blanks  and  In- 
structions to  most  of  those  persons  who  are  permitted  to  sol- 
emnize marriages,  and  also  to  those  having  the  care  of  burial 
grounds  in  this  town,  requiring  them  to  bring  in  an  account  of 
marriages  and  deaths  monthly ;  and  I  think  that  the  present 
law  will  in  a  good  degree  be  complied  with." 

The  town  clerk  of  Falmouth  says,  "  it  is  impossible  to  make 
any  returns  of  marriages,  as  the  persons  whose  duty  it  is  to 
report  them,  have  not  performed  their  duty." 

Statements  of  this  kind  might  be  multiplied,  showing  the 
negligence  of  those  authorized  to  solemnize  marriages,  in  fur- 
nishing the  means  of  ji  record  to  the  town  clerk.  Consider- 
ing the  value  of  this  record,  and  of  having  it  accessible  to  those 
interested,  on  account  of  the  peace  of  individuals  and  of  fami- 
lies, and  also  on  account  of  litigated  claims  to  property,  it  is 
surprising  that  any  persons  capable  of  perceiving  how  much  the 
rights  and  the  happiness  of  their  fellow  men  may  suffer  from 
their  remissness,  should  be  so  grossly  negligent.  In  several 
cases  which  have  come  under  the  notice  of  this  office  during 
the  past  year,  the  most  serious  difficulty  has  occurred  in  prov- 
ing a  title  to  a  valuable  pension  for  revolutionary  services,  for 

*  In  the  First  RegistratioD  Report  for  the  year  1841-2,  it  was  stated  that  in  Andover, 
"  one  clergyman  had  made  no  retom  of  marriages  for  six  years." 
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want  of  evidence  of  the  marriage  of  the  widow  interested  in 
the  claim. 

Besides  the  neglect  to  make  any  returns  to  the  town  clerks 
by  those  authorized  to  solemnize  marriages,  there  are  other 
causes  to  produce  imperfections  in  the  returns  to  the  Secretary. 
In  some  places  the  law  is  not  merely  not  complied  with,  but 
the  purposes  of  a  Registration  do  not  seem  to  have  been  by  any 
means  fully  appreciated. 

The  condition  of  the  parties  is  omitted  in  nearly  half  of 
the  cases  in  the  returns.  Though  the  law  (sec.  1.)  is  explicit 
in  defining  what  constitutes  the  condition,  (whether  single 
or  widowed,)  there  have  been  mistakes  in  a  few  instances  as  to 
the  meaning  of  this  word  in  the  law,  as  if  it  referred  to  color, 
to  health,  to  property,  &c. ;  for  one  return  has  under  condi- 
tion, "white;"  another,  "  healthy,"  **  I  don't  know,"  "well," 
"  sick;"  and  another,  "  good,"  "  comfortable,"  "  don't  know," 
"ordinary,"  "not  good;"  and  another,  "moderate,"  "weal- 
thy ;"  and  another  has  three  interrogation  points  thus  :  ?  ?  ?" 

Considering  that  the  law  requiring  the  ages  of  the  parties 
married,  went  into  operation,  March  16,  1844,  only  about  six 
weeks  before  the  close  of  the  year  embraced  by  the  returns,  it 
is  creditable  to  the  town  clerks  and  others,  that  the  returns 
show  the  ages  of  1,141  persons  married,  which  is  more  than  an 
eighth  part  of  the  whole  number,  and  a  larger  proportion  than 
the  six  weeks  bear  to  the  year.  The  results  derived  from  the 
ages  of  the  parties  are  imperfect  of  course,  but  they  may  serve 
as  an  approximation  for  a  comparison  with  the  results  in  other 
countries. 

There  seems  to  be  a  delicacy  on  the  part  of  those  authorized 
to  solemnize  marriages,  as  to  obtaining  some  facts  required  by 
the  present  law,  especially  the  ages  of  the  parties.  Had  the 
law  required  the  parties,  to  inform  the  town  clerk  of  the  facts 
in  relation  to  marriage,  before  the  entry  for  publishment,  and 
made  it  his  duty  to  enter  these  facts  on  his  certificate  of  pub- 
lishment, they  would  perhaps  have  been  more  easily  and  more 
fully  obtained.  Then  the  clergyman  or  magistrate  might  have 
certified  the  marriage  of  the  parties  within  named,  together 
with  the  date  and  the  place.     The  certificate  thus  endorsed, 
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would  then  be  returned  to  the  town  clerk  to  be  recorded  by 
him  among  the  marriages,  by  the  minister  or  magistrate. 

The  returns  relating  to  the  occupation  of  the  parties,  though 
imperfect,  show  to  a  great  extent  the  various  kinds  of  employ- 
ment pursued  in  the  different  parts  of  the  Commonwealth. 

As  to  the  Date  of  Marriage,  a  most  important  item,  the 
omission  is  total  or  partial  in  113  instances,  or  in  about  one 
fortieth  part  of  the  whole  number. 

The  name,  residence  and  official  station  of  the  person  by 
whom  the  parties  were  married,  are  generally  stated,  but  the 
returns  are  imperfect  in  relation  to  the  place  of  residence  of 
the  parties  at  the  time  of  marriage,  and  also  in  relation  to 
the  name  and  surname  of  the  parents. 

In  many  instances  the  marriages  are  not  numbered  at  all ; 
in  several  instances  they  are  numbered  wrong,  so  that  it  was 
necessary  to  count  the  number  or  verify  it  in  other  ways,  even 
when  they  had  their  number  in  the  proper  column,  and  when 
their  number  was  on  the  first  line  of  the  return.  Sometimes 
they  were  numbered  simply  1,  instead  of  being  numbered  in 
numerical  order,  as  was  obviously  the  design  of  the  statute. 
Sometimes  the  number  on  the  first  line  of  the  return  is  put 
down  in  figures,  instead  of  being  written  out  at  length  in  let- 
ters as  it  should  be. 

Almost  without  exception,  there  has  been  manifested  a  dis- 
position and  an  earnest  wish,  on  the  part  of  the  town  clerks, 
to  conform  to  the  requisitions  of  that  part  of  the  law,  which 
respects  marriages,  and  special  pains  seem  to  have  been  taken 
by  many  of  them,  to  furnish  the  particulars  required.  In 
many  towns,  from  which  the  returns  are  now  imperfect,  assu- 
rances are  given  that  means  are  in  a  train  for  furnishing  a 
much  more  perfect  return  of  marriages  for  the  current  year. 

Generally  speaking  there  seems  to  be  in  the  towns,  a  strong 
desire  for  a  good  system  of  registration  of  marriages,  and  a 
disposition  to  aid  in  establishing  such  a  system  throughout  the 
Commonwealth. 

One  cause  of  the  imperfection  of  the  present  returns,  is  the 
practice  in  some  of  the  border  towns,  of  going  into  the  adjoin- 
ing states  to  be  married,  without  being  published  in  this  Com- 
monwealth. 
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The  law  requires  (Sect.  1.)  the  towns  clerks  to  mmber  the 
deaths^  and  record  them  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  received, 
together  with  the  facts  relating  to  them,  and  to  note  the  time 
when  the  record  is  made.  There  are  many  imperfections  on 
the  returns  in  these  particulars. 

By  the  fourth  section  it  is  required  that  each  sexton,  or  other 
person  having  charge  of  any  burial  ground  in  this  Common- 
wealth, shall,  on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  each  month,  make 
returns  of  all  the  facts  required  by  the  first  section,  connected 
with  the  death  of  any  person  whose  burial  he  may  have  su- 
perintended during  the  month  next  preceding,  to  the  clerk  of 
the  town  or  city  in  which  such  deceased  person  resided  at  the 
time  of  his  death. 

These  facts  have  been  very  imperfectly  reported  to  the  town 
clerks,  as  appears  from  the  returns  and  from  letters  received 
from  the  town  clerks.  In  many  instances  it  is  even  left  very 
much  to  conjecture  what  the  number  of  deaths  has  been  during 
the  year. 

The  town  clerk  of  Hopkinton  says,  '*the  probable  number 
of  deaths  that  have  occurred  in  this  town  during  the  past 
year,  is  some  four  times  the  number  returned.  And  I  would 
suggest  that  the  returns  must  necessarily  be  imperfect,  until 
some  means  are  devised  to  compel  by  penalty,  or  induce  by 
an  adequate  compensation,  those  whose  duty  it  is  to  return  to 
town  clerks.  I  refer  more  particularly  to  the  duty  of  sextons." 
The  town  clerk  of  Royalston  says,  *'  I  have  not  been  able  to 
obtain  the  necessary  information  in  regard  to  persons  deceased, 
so  as^to  answer  the  requirements  of  the  law  in  filling  up  the 
columns,  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  have  not  heretofore 
paid  any  attention  in  having  births  and  deaths  recorded ;  and 
in  order  to  make  out  this  return,  I  have  made  such  inquiries  as 
to  enable  me  to  get  at  the  number  of  deaths,  and  to  state  in  the 
separate  columns  in  regard  to  such  as  I  am  acquainted  with ; 
as  to  place  of  birth,  parents,  &c.  &c.  *  #  *  Hereafter  I 
think  there  will  be  more  attention  paid  to  the  law  in  regard  to 
registration,  as  soon  as  the  officers  and  others  on  whom  it  im- 
poses the  duties  of  making  the  returns  to  the  clerks,  become 
acquainted  with  what  is  required  of  them ;  and  the  law  shall 
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hare  my  aid  and  attention  in  carrying  out  its  designs."  The 
town  clerk  of  Sutton  says,  ''  I  think  this  not  to  contain  all  the 
deaths  that  have  occurred  in  the  town  of  Sutton,  for  the  year 
ending  May  1,  1844,  as  I  have  taken  most  of  them  from  the 
newspapers.  There  are  eighteen  burial  grounds  in  the  town 
of  Sutton ;  and  no  overseer  to  either  of  them  except  to  the 
private  burial  grounds."  The  town  clerk  of  Upton  says,  "  This 
blank  is  filled  up  from  a  memorandum  blank  kept  by  a  person 
for  his  curiosity,  to  know  how  many  deaths  there  were  in 
town ;  there  has  not  been  a  death  given  to  me  to  record  for  the 
last  year ;  on  that  account  I  have  no  official  documents  to  make 
out  the  return."  The  town  clerk  of  Shelbume  says,  **  the  re- 
turn is  believed  to  be  perfectly  accurate  as  to  the  number  of 
deaths  and  ages,  and  also  the  date  of  death.  The  return  for 
the  date  of  registration,  I  have  left  blank,  as  I  was  at  the 
trouble  of  gaining  the  information  and  particulars  required  by 
the  blank,  by  visiting  the  families  personally, — and  they  were 
registered  when  the  blank  was  filled  out,"  The  town  clerk  of 
Florida  says,  **  there  have  been  three  deaths  in  the  town  with- 
in the  time  above  specified;  but  as  there  is  no  record  of  them, 
I  am  unable  to  fill  the  blank." 

The  town  clerk  of  Raynha/m  says,  "  my  return  of  deaths  is 
imperfect,  although  correct,  I  believe,  as  far  as  it  goes.  We 
have  many  places  for  burial,  mostly  private  property,  no  super- 
intendent of  burial  grounds  or  sexton,  whose  duty  it  is  to  give 
notice  of  deaths,  or  of  whom  information  can  be  obtained,  and 
nobody  thinks  of  returning  a  de^ith  to  the  clerk  of  the  town. 
I  however,  generally  get  information  of  the  death,  of  the  age 
(in  years)  and  by  taking  the  trouble,  of  the  disease  or  cause 
of  death ;  and  I  hope  hereafter,  as  the  record  of  births  grows 
more  full,  to  give  the  ages  more  exactly."  The  town  clerk  of 
Wareham  says,  "  The  whole  number  of  deaths  that  have  oc- 
curred in  this  town  for  the  year  ending  April  30,  1844,  is  fifty- 
eight.  I,  however,  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  information  so 
as  to  record  but  thirty-two."  The  town  clerk  of  Eastham 
says,  *' The  within  blank  is  filled  according  to  the  best  infor- 
mation that  I  could  conveniently  obtain,  for  there  has  not  been 
a  death  returned  within  the  last  year;  but  it  is  not  as  full  as  I 
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should  wish,  but  I  cannot  avoid  it  the  present  year."  The 
town  clerk  of  WeUJleet  says,  "  one  of  the  sextons  has  made  a 
full  and  correct  report  for  the  year,  and  one  rather  an  imperfect 
one — probably  not  three-fourths  of  what  came  within  his  lim- 
its. The  other  and  last  has  made  no  report  at  all,  notwith- 
standing I  have  requested  him  so  to  do ;  probably  the  above 
list  of  [24J  names  are  not  more  than  three-fourths  that  have 
died  during  the  year  preceding  the  last  day  of  April  last." 

The  above  extracts  show  the  neglect  which  has  prevailed  on 
the  part  of  sextons,  in  many  of  the  towns,  in  reporting  to  the 
town  clerks  the  facts  required  by  the  law,  in  relation  to  deaths. 
They  show  also  the  personal  exertions  of  town  clerks  in  some 
instances  to  procure  information.  There  are  instances  in  which 
more  attention  has  been  given  to  registration,  and  a  more  suc- 
cessful result  attained.  The  town  clerk  of  Oxford  says,  "  I 
herewith  return  to  your  office  thirty-two  deaths  that  have  oc- 
curred in  this  town  for  the  year  prior  to  May  1,  1844."  '*  The 
deaths  and  marriages  were  returned  promptly.  The  town  clerk 
otPlympton,  long  well  known  for  exactness  in  all  that  pertains 
to  the  duties  of  his  office,  says,  "  In  the  year  ending  April  30, 
1844,  there  was  an  unusual  number  of  deaths  in  Plympton. 
From  statistical  tables  kept  in  the  records  of  the  town  of  Plymp- 
ton, it  appears  that  during  thirty  years,  ending  Dec.  31,  1841, 
the  yearly  number  of  deaths  in  Plympton  during  said  thirty 
years,  was  I4g.  Also  that  the  ages  of  all  the  deceased  persons 
averaged  40  years,  10  months,  25  }J  days."  The  town  clerk  of 
FaXmotUh  says,  '*  the  above  list  [of  33  deaths]  is  complete  and 
correct.  It  is  believed  every  death  in  the  town  has  been  re- 
corded." 

Two  objects  seem  to  be  contemplated  by  the  registration 
law.  One  of  these  is  to  obtain  a  record  of  the  Births,  Marriages 
and  Deaths,  with  certain  facts  connected  with  them,  in  every 
town  and  city ;  and  to  have  certified  copies  of  this  record  em- 
bracing the  year  next  preceding  May  1,  to  be  annually  sent  to 
the  secretary's  office ;  the  record  and  the  copy  to  be  accessible 
to  those  who  may  have  occasion  to  consult  them.  This  object 
has  reference  chiefly  to  individuals.  ' 

The  other  object  is  to  have  the  facts  contained  in  these  re- 
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cords,  embodied  in  Buch  a  form  as  shall  show  tte  general  re- 
sults to  be  deduced  from  the  aggregate  of  these  im][>6rtant  facts 
throughout  the  Commonwealth.  This  object  has  regard  to 
those  who  would  take  a  general  view  of  this  important  branch 
of  the  statistics  of  a  civilized  community. 

The  law  has  assigned  to  town  clerks  and  others  respectively 
within  small  limits,  the  duty  of  furnishing  the  materials,  and 
returning  a  copy  of  the  same  to  the  Secretary,  and  requires  that 
the  Secretary  shall  receive  the  returns,  and  prepare  therefroln 
such  tabular  results  as  will  render  them  of  public  utility,  to  be 
reported  to  the  Legislature.  It  is  left  to  his  discretion  to  deter- 
mine the  form  best  adapted  to  effect  the  purposes  of  the  law. 

In  arranging  Tables  for  the  annual  report,  thoso  classes 
of  facts  have  been  selected  which  would  seem  to  be  most 
interesting,  and  which  could  be  most  satisfactorily  exhibited 
in  the  present  imperfect  state  of  the  returns.  It  was  thought 
better  to  have  a  few  facts  correctly  presented  in  the  tables 
than  to  attempt  a  more  extensive  plan  which  must  have  been 
executed  more  imperfectly.  The  particularity  in  the  results 
is  not  so  great  as  is  desirable  in  several  points  of  view,  but 
is  believed  to  be  as  great  as,  on  the  whole,  can  be  attempted  to 
advantage  in  the  present  state  of  the  registration  system  in 
Massachusetts.  The  returns  must  be  much  more  full,  before 
they  will  afford  a  sufficient  basis  for  comparison  with  the  re- 
sults in  older  countries,  where  a  system  of  registration  has  for  a 
long  time  been  carried  out  to  a  great  degree  of  minuteness  and 
exactness. 

In  preparing  the  tables,  the  law  has  been  strictly  observed  by 
including  in  them  only  those  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths 
which  occurred  within  the  respective  towns  and  cities,  reject- 
ing those  which  occurred  in  other  towns.  It  sometimes  hap- 
pened that  they  were  not  found  in  those  towns  where  the  re- 
cord of  another  town  represented  them  to  have  occurred ;  in  such 
cases  they  were  not  included  in  the  tables.  The  number  would 
have  been  considerably  larger,  had  all  been  included  which  are 
exhibited  in  the  returns.  One  exception,  or  seeming  excep- 
tion was  made  to  this  rule,  namely,  of  persons  dying  '^at  sea," 
and  where*  there  was  presumed  to  be  no  municipal  record  of 
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Deaths  and  Burials.  By  followiDg  this  rule,  it  is  presumed 
that  the  number  from  without  the  limits  of  this  Commonwealth, 
subject  to  registration  here,  would  not  diflfer  widely  from  that 
of  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth,  who  would  be  subjects  of 
registration  elsewhere. 

The  population  of  each  town,  according  to  the  United  States 
census  of  1840,  has  been  inserted  in  the  tables,  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  the  reader,  at  one  view,  to  compare  the  number  of 
Births,  Deaths  and  Marriages  with  the  last  enumeration  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  to  see  the  comparative  fullness  of  the  re- 
turns of  the  several  towns.  In  some  of  the  towns  there  has 
been  a  great  increase  of  the  population  since  1840.  while  a  ma- 
jority of  them  have  probably  remained  nearly  stationary. 

The  greater  fulness  of  the  returns  required  by  the  law  of  last 
winter,  has  occasioned  a  modification  of  the  form  of  the  Tables 
which  were  appended  to  the  first  and  second  Reports.  It  is  be- 
lieved, however,  that  the  reader  will  be  able  easily  to  compare 
the  results  of  the  third  with  either  of  the  previous  years. 

Table  I  relates  to  Births,  and  is  divided  into  four  parts.  In 
the  Jirst  part,  under  the  heads  of  the  respective  counties,  the 
towns  are  arranged  in  three  classes ;  1st,  those  whose  returns 
were  considered  sufSciently  fair  to  be  embodied  in  the  recapit- 
ulation by  counties,  in  the  second  part ;  2d,  those  which  have 
made  returns  obviously  imperfect,  embodied  with  the  preceding 
in  the  third  part  j   3d,  those  which  have  made  no  returns. 

The  Jirst  part  of  table  I  (pp.  1 — 18)  exhibits  against  the 
name  of  each  town  its  population  in  1840,  (which  it  was  thought 
best  to  insert  in  this  table,  as  also  in  tables  II  and  III,  so  as  to 
enable  the  reader  to  compare,  at  one  view,  the  number  of  births, 
marriages  and  deaths  with  the  number  of  inhabitants  at  that 
time) ;  the  number  of  births  or  midwifery  cases  in  which  a  living 
child  was  bom ;  the  number  of  living  children  with  the  sex  of 
each;  the  plurality  cases,  or  births  in  which  more  than  one  child 
was  born  (of  which  at  least  one  was  bom  alive)  ;  the  still-bom ; 
the  number  of  children  in  each  month ;  and  finally  the  number 
of  fathers  whose  occupation  is  stated,  and  not  stated.  This 
latter  entry  is  made  to  show  the  fulness  of  the  returns  in  this 
particular. 
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The  second  part  (p.  19)  contains  a  recapitulation  of  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty-three  towns  of  the  first  class,  whose  returns  are 
fair.  In  these  towns,  containing  a  population  of  537,319  in  1840, 
there  were  14,439  births,  or  1  to  37.28,  which  is  probably  not 
more  than  three-fourths  of  the  true  number.  It  is  much  less 
than  the  proportion  in  many  of  the  towns ;  for  example,  Chel- 
sea, Boxford,  Brighton,  Cambridge,  Milford,  North  Brookfield, 
Leyden,  Rowe,  Florida,  Hinsdale,  West  Stockbridge,  Quincy, 
Halifax,  &c.  The  average  proportion  of  births  to  population 
in  England,  for  the  four  years  from  1837  to  1841,  was  1  to  32. 
In  the  Prussian  states,  it  is  calculated  that  in  the  fifteen  years 
from  1820  to  1834,  there  was  one  child  born  to  about  25  per- 
sons living.  We  may  presume  that  there  is  annually  on  an 
average  in  Massachusetts,  1  child  born  to  about  25  persons, 
according  to  the  census  of  1840  ;  on  this  supposition  the  num- 
ber would  have  been  21,675  in  these  263  towns,  instead  of 
14,563,  which  is  only  two-thirds  as  many. 

The  third  part  (p.  20),  in  addition  to  those  in  the  second 
part,  contains  returns  of  25  towns  of  the  second  class,  and  em- 
braces two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  towns,  with  a  population 
of  593,876  in  1840.  The  remaining  22  towns,  with  a  popula- 
tion of  143,824,  made  no  returns.  The  whole  number  of  births 
was  14,633,  producing  14,767  children,  or  1  birth  in  40.46  in 
these  towns. 

The  whole  number  of  living  children  bom  in  the  288  towns, 
was  14,757,  of  whom  7,399  were  males,  7042  females,  and  316 
whose  sex  is  not  stated.  The  proportion  of  the  females  to  the 
males  was  as  100  to  105.07,  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  how 
closely  this  result,  from  returns  which  are  imperfect,  agrees 
with  the  proportion  of  the  sexes  in  other  countries. 

In  the  Prussian  states,  during  the  15  years  from  1820  to  1834, 
there  were  born  7,693,017,  of  whom  3,906,544  were  males,  and 
3,686,473  were  females,  or  in  the  proportion  of  100  females  to 
105.97  males.  During  this  period,  the  excess  of  males  was 
never  below  5|  per  cent.,  and  was  only  once  above  65  per  cent, 
per  annum. 

The  number  of  still-born  is  only  27  on  the  returns  of  births. 
Besides  these,  there  are  a  few  mentioned  in  the  returns  of  deaths . 
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The  proper  place  of  entering  them  is  in  the  registry  of  births. 
They  constitute  an  interesting  part  of  the  natural  history  of 
man,  modified  indeed  by  local  circumstances,  but  do  not  form 
an  element  in  the  calculations  relating  to  the  value  of  life  at 
any  period.  The  above  number  of  still-born  is  obviously  far 
short  of  the  true  number.  The  number  of  still-born  in  the  city 
of  Boston  was  on  an  average  more  than  1  in  15  deaths,  accord- 
ing to  the  bills  of  Mortality,  from  1814  to  1843,  Out  of  43,034 
deaths,  including  the  still-bom,  2,841  were  registered  as  still- 
born. 

'I'he  fourth  part  of  table  I  (pp.  21,  22)  relates  to  the  Plu- 
rality cases,  and  shows,  arranged  according  to  counties,  the  num- 
ber of  births ;  the  number  of  plurality  cases,  with  the  number 
of  children  bom,  their  sex,  and  the  still-bom;  the  proportion 
of  these  cases  to  the  whole  number  of  births ;  the  months  in 
which  they  occurred ;  and  the  occupation  of  the  father.  It  ap- 
pears that  besides  three  still-bom  cases,  not  included  in  the  table, 
there  were  121  of  these  cases^  or  1  in  121,  varying  materially  in 
the  proportion  in  the  different  counties.  Of  these  121  cases,  118 
T^ere  twin  cases,  producing  234  children,  2  were  triplet  cases, 
producing  6  children,  and  one  was  a  case  of  four  children,  giving 
a  total  of  244  living  children,  besides  two  still-bora.  Of  these 
244  living  children,  124  were  males,  and  120  females,  or  in  the 
proportion  of  100  females  to  103}  males,  showing  the  proportion 
of  females  a  little  larger  than  in  that  of  all  the  births  re- 
turned. 

The  proportion  of  plurality  cases  to  the  whole  number,  1  in 
121  in  the  returns  from  the  288  towns,  is  considerably  less  than 
is  found  \o  prevail  in  other  countries,  and  is  less  than  is  believ- 
ed to  prevail  in  this  country.  This  proportion  perhaps  would 
have  been  increased,  had  the  retum?  been  complete.  One  physi- 
ciaja  in  this  country  has  attended  1600  cases,  of  which  1  in  90 
was  a  plurality  case.  Dr.  Collins  in  his  Practical  Treatise  on 
lijidwifery,  p.  186,  says,  that  in  Prance  the  proportion  is  one  in 
every  95  births  ;  in  Germany,  one  in  80 ;  in  England,  one  in 
92 ;  in  Scotland,  one  in  95 ;  but  in  Ireland,  the  proportion  is 
oa^  in  every  62,  Of  129,172  women  delivered  in  the  Lying-in 
IJjospital  of  Dublin,  2062  gave  birth  to  twins. 
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In  cases  of  cbil!lrer>  dfssigoated  as  posthumous^  in  the  marginal 
notes,  the  mothers  were  widows. 

Table  II  relates  to  Marriages,  and  is  divided  into  three 
parts.  In  the  ^r^^  part  (pp.  23 — ^39,)  the  towns  are  divided  into 
those  which  have  made  returns  recapitulated  in  the  second  part 
(p.  40)  by  counties,  and  those  which  have  made  no  returns ; 
and  the  tables  exhibit,  by  counties,  the  census  of  1840;  the 
number  of  marriages ;  the  condition  of  the  parties ;  the  number 
of  the  parses  whose  age  and  condition  is  stated ;  their  aggre- 
gate ages ;  and  the  months  in  which  the  marriages  occurred. 

The  289  towns,  from  which  returns  of  Marriages  have  been 
received,  contained  a  population  of  600,680  in  1840.  The 
number  of  marriages  was  4304,  or  1  in  138  persons.  This 
number  is  undoubtedly  below  the  truth.  In  England,  the 
average  number  per  annum  in  the  three  years  from  1838  to  1841, 
was  1  in  127  inhabitants,  and  in  the  metropolis,  one  in  101. 

The  third  part  (p.  41)  shows  the  proportion  of  marriages  to 
the  population,  and  the  number  according  to  ^'condition,"  with 
the  average  age  of  the  parties,  for  each  county,  and  for  the  State. 
The  average  age  deduced  from  15,579  marriages,  registered  in 
England  for  the  two  years  ending  June  30,  1840  and  '41,  was 
of  bachelors,  nearly  26.46 ;  of  maids,  24.30 ;  of  widowers, 
40.80 ;  of  widows,  38.96  ;  of  the  men,  27.46  ;  and  of  the  wo- 
men,  25.46  years. 

Table  III,  relating  to  Deaths,  is  divided  into  two  parts.  The 
first  part  (pp.  42 — ^59,)  shows  by  counties  the  towns  with  their 
census  in  1840  (those  which  have  made  returns  being  distin- 
guished from  those  which  have  made  none) ;  the  number  of 
deaths,  with  the  sex  of  the  deceased ;  the  number  and  sex  of 
those  that  died  in  each  month ;  the  number  whose  age  is  re- 
corded ;  and  the  aggregate  ages  and  average  age  in  each  town. 

The  second  part  (pp.  60,  61)  recapitulates  by  counties 
the  281  towns  which  have  made  returns.  The  whole  num- 
ber, which,  excluding  the  still-born,  is  8338,  is  doubtless 
too  small  for  the  aggregate  population  of  678,663,  being  only 
about  1  in  70,  when  probably  it  really  is  1  in  56.  The  propor- 
tion in  England  in  the  three  years  from  1838  to  1841,  was  1  in  46 
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of  the  population.  Of  8338, 3712  were  males,  and  4173  females, 
besides  453  whose  sex  is  not  stated.  The  females  exceeded  the 
males  by  461  in  the  general  aggregate,  and  did  so  in  every 
county  except  Nantucket, — Hampshire,  where  the  diflFerence  is 
only  2, — and  SuflFolk,  embracing  only  one  town,  Chelsea,  in 
which  the  number  of  males  is  double  that  of  the  females,  owing 
to  the  death  of  34  males  in  the  Marine  Hospital.  After  de- 
ducting these  34  from  the  whole  number  of  males,  there  would 
remain  only  26  males  to  27  females,  and  one  not  stated. 

Of  the  8338,  the  ages  of  7723  are  on  the  returns,  whose  ag- 
gregate is  260,622  years,  7  months,  and  20  days,  averaging  33 
years,  8  months,  and  2855§  days.  The  average  age  in  the  sev- 
eral counties,  as  well  as  in  the  several  towns,  is  various.  This 
result  as  to  the  average  is  not  to  be  taken  too  strictly,  but  only 
as  an  approximation,  or  to  be  regarded  as  accidental,  and  not 
necessarily  indicating  a  healthy  or  unhealthy  section  of  the 
Commonwealth.  The  average  age  deduced  from  the  registered 
Deaths  in  England  for  four  years  ending  June,  1841,  was  28.93 
years.    In  the  Prussian  States  it  was  28.86. 

It  may  be  observed  in  regard  to  Suffolk  County  (embrac- 
ing only  the  return  from  Chelsea),  in  which  the  average  age 
was  the  least  of  any  of  the  counties,  that  of  the  85  whose  age 
is  specified,  34  were  seamen,  whose  aggregate  age  was  1097, 
and  average  age  32  years  and  3  months.  The  number  under 
20  years  was  38,  whose  average  age  was  between  3  and  4 
years ;  and  of  the  47  whose  age  was  20  years  and  upwards, 
the  average  age  was  over  35  years. 

The  returns  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  months  of  Au- 
gust and  September  were  the  most  fatal  to  human  life,  and  that 
April,  May,  June  and  July  were  the  most  favorable. 

Table  IV  exhibits  in  the^r^^  part  (pp.  62 — 75)  the  approxi- 
mate ages'N'  and  the  number  of  deaths  of  either  sex,  in  each 
month,  by  counties,  and  in  the  second  part  (p.  76)  a  recapitulation 
of  the  same  for  the  whole  State.  This  table  corresponds  to  table 
III  in  the  First,  and  table  IV  in  the  Second  Annual  Report. 

*  That  is,  the  ages  as  arranged,  in  the  columns,  between  1  and  2  yean,  be- 
tween 2  and  5,  &c. 
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The  third  part  (p.  77)  shows  the  near  agreement  between 
the  approximate  ages  in  the  several  counties,"^  and  the  ages 
stated  in  the  returns. 

The  fourth  part  (p.  78)  shows  the  proportion  of  deaths,  in- 
cluding the  still-bom,  in  the  different  periods  of  life,  according  to 
the  returns  in  1842,  1843,  and  1844 ;  and  the  Jifth  part  (p.  79) 
the  proportion  of  the  aggregate  deaths  in  these  three  years,  as 
compared  with  the  deaths  in  England,  in  four  years,  ending  June 
30, 1838  to  1841,  and  in  the  Prussian  states  in  fifteen  years,  from 
1820  to  1834  inclusive.  From  the  comparison  it  appears  that 
the  returns  in  Massachusetts  show  the  proportion  of  deaths  un- 
der 10  years  to  have  been  less  than  in  England  or  in  the  Prus- 
sian states  ;  that  from  10  and  under  40  years,  26.24  per  cent, 
died  in  Massachusetts,  20.57  per  cent,  in  England,  and  14.89 
per  cent,  in  the  Prussian  states,  so  that  the  proportion  in  the  three 
countries,  was  nearly  equal,  of  those  who  died  under  40  years ; 
that,  of  those  who  died  at  the  age  of  40  and  under  50  years,  the 
proportion  was  nearly  the  same  in  the  three  countries;  ^hat 
from  50  and  under  70,  the  proportion  was  less,  and  from  70  and 
under  80,  it  was  greater  in  Massachusetts ;  that  from  80  and  un- 
der 90,  it  was  greater  here  than  in  England,  and  nearly  double 
that  in  the  Prussian  states;  and  from  90  and  upwards,  also 
much  greater  in  Massachusetts  than  in  either  of  those  coun- 
tries. 

Table  Y,  relating  to  the  occupations  of  the  deceased,  is  di- 
vided into  three  parts. 

The  first  part  (pp.  80 — 91)  corresponding  with  table  II.  in 
the  First,  and  with  table  III.  in  the  Second  Annual  Report,  ex- 

*  The  approximatt  aggregate  in  Table  IV,  part  3,  is  obtained  by  mulliplying 
the  number  in  each  column  by  the  mean  of  the  ages,  and  adding  the  products  to- 
gether ;  thus  1264  by  i,  551  by  li,  566  by  3i,  &c, ;  and  the  approximate  aver- 
age is  the  quotient  obtained  by  dividing  this  aggregate  by  the  whole  number. 
The  Rettim  Aggregate  is  the  aggregate  of  the  ages  as  they  appear  on  the  re- 
turns ;  and  the  average  of  years  following,  is  the  number  obtained  by  dividing 
this  aggregate  by  the  whole  number  of  the  deceased  whose  ages  have  been 
counted. 
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hibits  in  separate  columns  for  the  several  conntles,  I,  the  num- 
ber of  persons  deceased,  whose  ages  are  stated,  belonging  re- 
spectively to  various  occupations ;  and  2,  the  aggregate  aige  (ex- 
pressed in  years,  months,  and  days,)  of  the  wholenumber  otf  each 
oiccupation  deceased  in  each  county.  The  occupations  are  ar- 
ranged in  eight  general  classes,  all  consisting  of  males  (with  the 
exception  of  a  few  teachers,  domestics,  operatives,  and  paupers,) 
and  a  ninth  class  consisting  of  females.  The  first  class  consists  of 
those  usually  known  as  professional  men  and  scholars;  the  sec- 
ond, of  capitalists  and  merchants,  or  of  persons  either  living  on  the 
income  of  their  property,  or  employed  in  some  branch  of  com- 
merce ;  the  third,  of  cultivators  of  the  earth,  whether  as  owners 
or  not ;  the  fourth,  of  clerks  and  other  persons  (not  belonging 
to  the  professions)  living  on  salaries,  or  the  avails  of  commis- 
sions ;  the  fifth,  of  artisans  and  mechanics ;  the  sixths  of  per- 
sons performing  domestic  service  and  other  manual  labor,  not 
included  in  either  of  the  former  classes,  nor  in  the  next  suc- 
ceeding ;  the  seventh,  of  mariners,  and  persons  employed  on 
ship  board;  the  eighth,  of  paupers,  and  other  persons  requiring 
guardianship.  The  ninth  class  specifies  a  few  female  occupa- 
tions. At  the  close  of  this  part  (at  the  top  of  pages  86 — ^91) 
are  exhibited  in  separate  columns,  1,  the  whole  number  be- 
longing to  such  occupation,  deceased  in  the  State  during  the 
past  year ;  2,  their  aggregate  ages ;  and  3,  their  average  ages 
respectively. 

The  second  part  of  table  V  (pp.  92,  93)  is  a  recapitulation  of 
the  first,  exhibiting  a  summary  statement  of  the  several  facts,  ar- 
ranged under  the  heads  of  the  nine  general  classes  of  occupa- 
tions. 

The  third  part  (pp.  94 — ^96)  exhibits,  (1)  the  approximate 
ages  of  persons  deceased,  belonging  to  the  dififerent  occupations ; 
(2)  a  recapitulation  of  the  same  facts  arranged  under  the  nine 
general  classes  of  occupations ;  (3)  a  comparison  of  the  approx- 
imate aggregate  and  average  ages  of  persons  deceased  in  the 
several  counties,  whose  occupation  has  been  returned,  with  their 
aggregate  and  average  ages  as  deduced  from  the  returns. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  approximate  aggregate  of  1695 
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ages,  among  the  occupations  specified  in  the  returns,  is  1065} 
years  more  than  the  actual  aggregate  exhibited  in  the  returns 
themselves,  making  a  difference  in  the  average  of  life  in  these 
occupations  (54.16 — 63.64)  of  sixty-two  hundredths  of  a  year, 
or  7  months  and  14^%  days.  Had  the  table  been  constructed 
by  putting  in  the  first  column  those  of  20  years  and  under,  and 
in  the  second,  those  over  20  and  not  exceeding  30  years,  d&c., 
the  approximate  aggregate  would  have  been  reduced  1610 
years,  from  91,816  to  90,306,  thus  making  the  difference  only 
twenty-six  hundredths  of  a  year,  or  3  months  and  6^  days  less 
than  the  actual  average  of  individual  life  according  to  the  re* 
turns  themselves. 

The  approximate  aggregate  ages  of  1639  persons  in  1842, 
were  88,806  years,  averaging  64.12  years;  in  1843,  the  aggre- 
gate of  1781  ages  was  99,046  years,  and  the  average  66.61 
years;  in  1844,  the  aggregate  of  1696  ages  was  91,816  years, 
and  the  average  64.168  years.  The  approximate  aggregate 
for  the  three  years  was  279,666  years,  averaging  6467  years 
among  6116  occupations. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  under  most  of  the  occupa* 
tions  is  small,  and  not  sufficient  to  furnish  an  average  age 
which  can  be  considered  as  an  approximation  to  the  truth,  but 
if  a  similar  registration  should  be  pursued  for  a  series  of  years^ 
the  accumulation  will  afford  valuable  data  for  this  calcula- 
tion. 

Already  a  sufficient  number  have  been  registered,  of  a  few 
of  the  occupations,  for  establishing  a  very  near  approximation 
to  the  actual  average  age ;  an  example  is  in  the  class  of  far- 
mers or  yeomen,  including  gardeners,  of  whom  the  number 
whose  age  is  stated  in  the  three  years  is  1996,  whose  approxi- 
mate average  age  was  66.47  years. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  occupations  of  the  deceased 
in  some  of  the  towns,  as  Lowell,  Cambridge,  Medford  and 
Waltham,  have  been  almost  wholly  omitted;  as  one  great 
purpose  of  a  Registration  system  is  to  determine  the  value  of 
life  in  the  different  occupations,  and  from  no  source  can  more 
useful  facts  for  this  purpose,  be  furnished  than  from  the  com- 
mercial and  manufacturing  towns. 
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Table  Yi.  exhibits  the  nosological  facts  deduced  fr<Hn  the 
returns,  and  is  divided  into  three  parts. 

In  the  first  part,  (pp.  98 — 100)  in  a  series  of  columns,  one 
for  each  county,  are  arranged  the  deaths  that  have  taken  place 
during  the  last  registration  year,  under  the  heads  of  the  re- 
spective diseases,  these  being  disposed  under  seven  general 
classes.  The  second  part  (p.  101)  is  a  recapitulation  of  the 
first,  presenting  a  summary  view  of  the  facts  in  the  several 
counties  and  in  the  whole  Commonwealth,  under  the  heads  of 
the  seven  great  classes  of  disease  respectively.  The  third  part 
(pp.  102 — 110)  shows  the  period  of  the  year,  and  of  life,  at 
which  the  various  diseases  proved  fatal  in  the  cases  returned. 

The  descriptions  of  fatal  diseases  in  the  returns,  continue  Xo 
be  far  less  definite  than  is  to  be  desired. 

ConsumpHon  is  the  grand  receptacle  for  all  lingering  dis- 
eases, of  whatever  nature,  which  prove  fatal.  Fever  is  an- 
other convenient  term  to  apply  to  diseases  of  an  ambiguous  or 
undetermined  character.  Dropsy  is  applied  to  efEusions  of 
water,  whether  arising  from  pleurisy,  peritonitis,  tumors,  dis- 
ease of  the  heart,  or  any  other  of  its  numerous  causes.  Liver 
complaints  of  all  kinds  and  jaundice  seem  to  be  convertible 
terms;  not  to  mention  such  as  are  entered  under  stoppage^ 
sudden,  infantile,  old  age,  and  not  stated.  This  inexact  and 
ambiguous  designation  of  the  causes  of  death,  where  only  a 
symptom  or  effect  of  a  disease  is  mentioned,  instead  of  its  true 
seat  and  nature,  impairs  the  value  of  our  tables,  as  it  will  that 
of  tables  made  under  any  law,  in  any  country.  About  some 
classes  of  disease,  however,  there  can  be  no  important  mistake, 
and  the  tables  respecting  them  are  good  as  far  as  they  go. 
Such  are  most  of  the  epidemic  and  contagious  diseases,  cancer, 
casualties,  croup,  &c. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  facts  obtained  from  a  combi- 
nation of  the  nosological  tables,  prepared  for  this  and  the  two 
preceding  years. 
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Thtal  number  of  Deaths  reported  1842-4. 


Hence  it  appears  that  the  greatest  mortality  has  occurred  iu 
September  (3051),  and  the  least  in  June  (2021);  that  the 
three  successive  months  iu  which  the  mortality  was  greatest, 
^exe  Augu&t,  Sepjtember  and  October  (8491),  and  that  it  wa9 
least  in  May,  June  and  July  (6368).  It  also  appears  that  more 
than  one  third  (11,874)  died  before  the  age  of  ten  years. 


Prom   this  it  appears  that  more  than  one  fifth  of  all  the 
deaths  (28,615)  are  markeld  ^' consumption,'^  or  if  we  reject 
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all  except  those  which  occurred  between  the  ages  of  10  and  60 
(5  to  3),  which  is  perhaps  about  the  actual  number  of  those 
who  have  died  of  tubercular  phthisis,  we  still  have  about  one 
ninth  from  consumption.  The  difference  between  the  number 
of  males  and  females  is  worthy  of  note,  the  latter  exceeding 
the  former  by  one  third. 

The  greatest  number  of  deaths  occurred  in  the  mild  months 
of  May  and  September,  and  the  smallest  in  the  cold  months  of 
November  and  January;  and  this  appears  to  have  been  the 
case  not  only  for  the  aggregate  of  years,  but  also  for  each 
individual  year.  This  is  a  fact  at  variance  with  common 
opinion. 

In  some  of  the  classes  of  diseases  the  deaths  are  about 
equally  distributed  among  the  months;  but  in  others  they  pre- 
vail at  certain  seasons,  as  the  following  table  will  show. 

MONTHS. 


DISEASES. 


Respiretoiy  Or- 
gans,   * 

Digestive  Or- 
gans,   * 

Epidemics,   &c. 


602 
83 


522510493528552515613584613 


722 


533 


90111 


239226 


336329377673 


804 


ia% 

626 


83 
441 


75  78  84 
343373362394 


96 
325 


171 
514 


7476 

1557 
5897 


Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Organs  constitute  more  than 
one  fourth  of  the  whole,  and  prove  fatal  most  in  March  (722), 
and  least  in  August  (493).  The  three  most  fatal  successive 
months  were  February,  March  and  April  (2004) ;  the  three 
least,  June,  July  and  August  (1626). 

Diseases  of  the  Digestive  Organs  constitute  less  than  one 
eighteenth  of  the  whole,  and  prove  most  fatal  in  August  (239), 
and  least  in  December  (76).  In  successive  months  most  deaths 
occur  in  August,  September  and  October  (600),  and  the  fewest 
in  November,  December  and  January  (236). 

Epidemic  and  Contagious  diseases  constitute  more  than  one 
fifth.  They  are  most  fatal  in  September  (3061),  and  least  so  in 
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June  (2021) ;  or  in  three  months  we  have  most  in  August, 
September  and  October  (2013),  and  the  fewest  in  April,  May 
and  June  (990). 

Among  so  many  numerical  statements  and  calculations,  it  is 
not  improbable  that  some  errors  have  escaped  notice.  I  have 
observed  a  very  few  since  some  of  the  sheets  passed  through  the 
press,  but  none  of  sufficient  importance  to  make  it  worth  while 
to  call  attention  to  them. 

I  have  in  several  instances  derived  important  benefit  from 
suggestions  in  the  communications  of  the  town  clerks,  many 
of  which  are  extremely  judicious  and  valuable.  I  see  im- 
provements which  might  be  made  in  respect  to  the  arrange- 
ment and  contents  of  the  tables.  The  whole  subject  is  still 
matter  of  experiment  with  us,  and  I  had  given  it  no  particular 
attention  till  it  became  necessary  for  me  to  do  so,  in  order  to 
the  execution  of  my  duty  under  the  law.  Whatever  deficien- 
cies may  be  observed,  I  have  admitted  nothing,  on  which  a 
question  could  arise,  without  seeking  advice  in  the  best  quar- 
ters, or  being  sustained  by  the  practice  of  the  most  approved 
foreign  tables.  In  another  trial,  I  should  hope  to  satisfy  my- 
self better. 

Which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

JOHN  G.  PALFREY,  Secretary. 
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4 — Proportion  of  Deaths  per  cent,  at  different  periods  of  life, 
according  to  the  three  Returns. 


The  Approximate  Aggregate  of  9008  Ages,  including  179  stillborn,  in  1842,  was 
293,398i  years,  and  the  Aggregate  Average  Age,  92.57  years. 

Do.  of  10,170  Ages,  including  226  stillborn,  in  1&3,  310,895  years,  and  the  Ag- 
CTegate  Average  Age,  30.56  years. 

Do.  of  7823  Ages,  including  49  stillborn,  in  1844,  262,299^  years,  and  the  Ag- 
gregate Average  Age,  33.80  years. 

Total  of  27,001  Ages  for  the  three  years,  including  454  stillborn,  867,093  yean, 
giving  the  Average  Age  of  32.11  years. 
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6. — Comparative  View  of  the  Approximate  Ages  in  different 

Countries, 


In  England  the  Stillborn  are  excluded  ;  and  in  the  Prussian  States,  the  number 
against  "90  and  under  JOO,"  includes  those  "who  died  after  com- 
pleting THE  90th  year."  The  number  of  Deaths  registered  in  England 
in  the  4  years  was  1,372,686,  of  whom  697,988  were  males,  and  674,698 
females;  and  the  comparison  in  the  above  Table  embraces  only  1,369,787, 
the  age  of  2899  not  being  stated.  The  number  of  Deaths  in  the  15  years 
in  the  Prussian  States  was  5,457,209,  including  257,068  "bom  dead,"  of 
whom  2,814,742  were  males  and  2,642,467  females. 
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Secretary's  Office  ;  December,  1845. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate 

and  House  of  Representatives  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  Report  of  proceedings 
had,  during  the  present  political  year,  under  the  Act  of  1844 
(Chapter  159),  "relating  to  the  Registry  and  Returns  of  Births, 
Marriages  and  Deaths." 

In  the  last  week  of  April,  I  forwarded  blanks  to  the  town 
clerks  for  the  Returns  required  by  law.  I  also  addressed  to  them 
the  following  letter : — 

"Sir  J 

"  The  duty  of  town  clerks  and  others,  in  respect  to  the  'Regis- 
try and  Returns  of  Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths,'  is  prescribed 
in  the  Act  of  1844,  Chap.  159,  of  which  there  is  a  copy  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Register  forwarded  to  you  from  this  office  last 
year.     No  alteration  has  been  made  in  the  law. 

"  Your  return  to  this  department,  due  in  the  course  of  the  month 
of  June  next,  is  to  include  all  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths, 
*  which  have  happened  during  the  year  next  preceding  the  first 
day  of  May, ^  1845,  within  your  town.  These  events  should  in 
no  case  be  embraced  in  your  Return  to  this  office,  unless  they  oc- 
cur within  your  town  limits,  though,  if  you  see  fit  also  to  enter  in 
your  Register  the  Marriages,  &c.  of  your  citizens,  when  they 
take  place  out  of  town,  there  is  no  objection. 

"  In  the  Registers,  as  I  informed  you  last  year,  there  are  some 
columns  prepared  to  receive  entries,  which  it  is  optional  with  the 
town  clerks  to  make  or  omit ;  for  instance,  the  columns  headed 
informant,  and  place  of  interment.  But  the  blanks  now  sent  are 
prepared  for  no  other  entries  except  those  required  by  law  to  be 
returned.  The  column  in  the  Register  headed  place  of  birth  will, 
by  clerks  of  large  towns,  be  found  convenient  for  entering  the 
streets^  or  parts  of  the  town^  in  which  Births  respectively  took 
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place.  Bat  the  Return  is  to  give  no  other  place  of  birth  but  the 
tawfiy  and  this  is  to  be  entered  in  the  blank  space  of  the  line  run- 
ning across  the  top  of  the  Return. 

''  Be  pleased  to  write  oat  in  wcrdSj  at  the  head  of  the  blanks,  the 
whole  number  of  Births,  &c.,  which  have  taken  place  during  the 
year,  instead  of  expressing  the  number  in  figures.  They  are 
also  to  be  numbered  consecutively,  1,  2,  3,  &c.,  in  the  left  hand 
column,  in  the  order  in  which  they  stand  entered  in  your 
Register. 

'^  The  purport  of  the  law  in  requiring  a  statement  of  the  condUian 
of  persons  deceased,  &c.,  has  been  misconceiyed  by  some  town 
officers.  It  is  explained  in  the  first  section  of  the  Act  to  relate  to 
the  state  of  the  parties  as  married  or  single. 

"  Each  entry  of  a  Birth  or  Death  will  occupy  only  one  line  of 
the  blank  return.  Two  lines  will  be  requisite  for  each  entry  of  a 
Marriage,  one  containing  the  name  of  the  groom,  the  other  of  the 
bride. 

"  The  clerks  of  large  towns  will  receive  herewith  ruled  sheets, 
which,  when  attached  to  the  printed  blank,  are  thought  to  be 
about  sufficient  to  contain  their  record.  If  not,  it  may  be  easily 
extended  by  the  addition  of  paper  ruled  to  conform.  I  forward 
two  sets  of  blank  returns  for  Births,  one  for  the  Return  of  the 
School  Committee  to  you,  the  other  for  your  return  to  this  office. 

''Some  town  officers  have  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  duty  of 
ascertaining  the  number  of  Births  in  each  town  during  the  year 
preceding  the  first  of  May,  now  imposed  by  the  second  section  of 
the  Act  on  School  Committees,  might  be  more  conveniently  dis- 
charged by  the  Assessors,  who  make  their  circuit  in  that  month. 
You  will  perceive  that  there  is  no  difficulty  in  making  that  ar- 
rangement in  any  town  in  which  it  would  be  agreeable  to  the  two 
boards.  The  law  expressly  assigns  the  duty,  and  allows  the 
compensation,  "  to  the  School  Committee,  or  other  persons  autho* 
rized  by  them  f^  dinA  the  Assessors  maybe  so  authorized  when- 
ever the  parties  consent. 

"  The  chief  practical  inconvenience  experienced  in  the  operation 
of  the  law  is  believed  to  have  been  in  relation  to  certain  particu- 
lars required  in  the  Returns  of  clergymen,  and  other  persons 
solemnizing  Marriages.  Allow  me  to  suggest  that  it  is  in  the 
power  of  town  clerks  to  obviate  this  difficulty  by  making  inquiry 
respecting  these  particulars  when  they  receive  an  application  to 
publish  an  intention  of  Marriage,  and  then  entering  them  in  the 
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certificate  of  publishment  The  certificate  being  handed  to  the 
clergyman  or  justice  (as  the  law  requires)  as  his  authority  to 
unite  the  parties,  will,  with  these  additions,  save  the  necessity  of 
making  the  inquiries  at  an  imsuitable  time.  After  solemnizing 
the  Marriage,  the  clergyman  or  justice  can,  of  his  own  know- 
ledge, fill  out  a  certificate,  beneath  that  of  the  town  clerk,  em- 
bracing all  the  further  particulars  required  by  law ;  and  by  merely 
enclosing  these  to  the  town  clerk,  the  record  becomes  complete. 
The  following  is  the  form  I  propose. 


Town  or  Litchfiei.d. 

An  intention  of  marriage  between  Mr.  John  Tolman,  of  Hapabvrgy  Maa$,^ 
a  carpenter  by  occupation,  aged  twenty-eight,  a  widouDer,  son  of  Jesse  and  Lucy 
ToUnany  and  Miss  Sctrah  Beverly,  of  LUd^eld,  Mass.,  aged  ttotnty-thrte, 
daughter  of  Stephen  and  Eliza  WtUiams  Beverly,  hath  been  entered  with  me 
for  the  space  of  fourteen  days,  and  due  publication  thereof  made  as  the  law 
directs. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  this  twenty-fast  day  of 
.May,  1845. 

JosEFH  Baxter,  Town  Clark, 

The  clergyman  or  other  person  solemnizing  the  Marriage  of  the  abo^e  described  par- 
ties is  requested  to  fill  out  the  following  certificate,  and  enclose  both  certificates  "  To 
the  Town  Clerk  of"  the  town  wUhin  vhich  the  Marriage  taket  place. 


On  the  twenty-second  day  of  May,  1845,  the  above  described  parties  were 
united  in  marriage  at  Litchfield,  by  me,  Joseph  Bandon,  a  dergyman,  residing 
in  Stockton,  Mass. 


''I  send  you  herewith  a  specimen  of  blank  certificates  upon  this 
plan.  Should  you  be  disposed  to  use  them,  such  further  supply 
as  you  may  desire  will  be  delivered  at  this  office  to  your  order. 

*'  Blanks  of  the  following  tenor,  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  sex- 
tons, &c.,  for  the  Returns  required  in  the  fourth  section  of  the 
Act,  will  also  be  furnished  to  you  at  this  office,  if,  in  your  opin- 
ion, they  would  be  found  convenient. 


I  certify  that,  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  1845, 1  attended  at  the  funeral 
of  Oeorgt  Staeey,  who,  as  I  am  informed  and  believe,  was  a  single  man,  a 
Mpwright  by  occupation,  aged  forty  years,  six  months,  and  three  days,  son  of 
Robert  and  Ckaroline  Staeey,  bom  in  Mbcmy,  New  York,  and  died  in  Capuoy 
Mass.,  of  typhus  fever,  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  June,  1845. 

Benjamin  Muifsoif,  Sexton. 
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*'  Trusting  that  the  Registration  Returns  of  this  year  will  prove 
to  have  a  fulness  and  accuracy  such  as  to  answer  the  expecta^ 
tions  of  the  Legislature  in  establishing  the  system, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  &c." 

The  number  of  Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths  returned  from 
the  several  towns  is  in  the  first  place  given  in  full  in  the  follow- 
ing pages,  with  the  population  of  the  towns  according  to  the  cen- 
sus of  1840  (pp.  1 — 10).  The  returns  of  the  three  preceding 
years  since  the  adoption  of  the  Registration  system,  exhibited  in 
corresponding  columns,  show  by  comparison  the  progress  of  in- 
terest in  the  object  during  the  four  years.  The  number  of  Births 
returned  in  the  Commonwealth  in  1846,  was  greater  than  in  any 
former  year.  (See  Recapitulation  by  Counties,  p.  11.)  Those  of 
Marriages  and  Deaths  were  not  so  large  as  in  1842  and  1843,  be- 
fore the  law  required  so  many  particulars  to  be  returned.  But, 
on  the  other  hand,  they  were  in  both  cases  larger  than  those  of 
1844,  indicating  that  the  new  system  is  getting  into  favor. 

Fifteen  towns  made  no  returns  whatever,  viz.  Boston,  in  Suffolk 
County;  Beverly,  in  Essex;  Littleton  and  Tewksbury, in  Middle- 
sex ;  Douglas,  in  Worcester ;  Prescott,  in  Hampshire ;  Russell,  in 
Hampden ;  Conway,  in  Franklin ;  Cheshire,  Mount  Washington, 
and  Tyringham,  in  Berkshire ;  Walpole,  in  Norfolk ;  Hanson  and 
Middleborough  in  Plymouth ;  and  Dennis,  in  Barnstable.  Ips- 
wich, in  Essex;  Ashby,  in  Middlesex;  Worcester,  Upton,  and 
Westborough,  in  Worcester;  Chesterfield,  in  Hampshire;  Hol- 
land, in  Hampden ;  Montague  and  Northfield,  in  Franklin  ;  San- 
disfield  and  Great  Barrington,  iu  Berkshire;  and  Duxbury  and 
Abington,  in  Plymouth  (thirteen  towns),  returned  no  Births. 
West  Cambridge,  in  Middlesex;  Upton,  in  Worcester;  Chester,  in 
Hampden;  Heath  and  Munroe,  in  Franklin;  Dal  ton,  Hancock, 
and  Clarksburg,  in  Berkshire;  and  Rehoboth,  in  Bristol  (nine 
towns),  returned  no  Marriages.  Dracut  and  West  Cambridge,  in 
Middlesex ;  Blackstone,  Westborough,  and  Winchendon,  in  Wor- 
cester ;  Palmer,  in  Hampden ;  Greenfield  and  Northfield,  in 
Franklin ;  Clarksburg  and  Great  Barrington,  in  Berkshire ;  Rox- 
bury,  in  Norfolk;  Dartmouth  and  Pawtucket,  in  Bristol;  and 
Abington,  in  Plymouth  (fourteen  towns),  returned  no  Deaths. 
The  return  from  Rochester,  in  Plymouth,  was  made  too  late  to 
be  incorporated  in  the  tables.  It  represents  124  Births,  and  1 1 
Marriages,  to  have  taken  place  during  the  Registration  year. 
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The  population  in  1840  was  3,875.  The  absence  of  any  rettim 
from  the  city  of  Boston  is  particularly  to  be  regretted,  not  only 
because  it  contains  a  seventh  or  eighth  part  of  the  population  of 
the  Commonwealth,  but  because  the  peculiarity  of  the  position 
and  occupations  of  its  citizens  is  connected  with  questions  of  spe- 
cial importance  in  relation  to  vital  statistics. 

In  the  Returns  of  the  respective  towns  there  is  a  gr^at  differ- 
ence in  respect  to  fulness  and  accuracy,  not  only  in  the  statement ' 
of  numbers,  but  also  of  the  various  other  particulars  required  by 
law.  The  whole  number  of  births  and  deaths  returned  probably 
does  not  very  much  exceed  one  half  of  what  actually  took  placid 
in  the  Commonwealth.  That  of  marriages  is  probably  about 
three  quarters.  The  reasons  of  the  great  imperfection  in  many 
of  the  Returns  are  suggested  in  the  very  judicious  communica- 
tions of  the  town  clerks,  large  extracts  from  which  are  collected 
in  4he  body  of  Notes  appended  to  the  Synopsis  of  Returns  (pp. 
13—34). 

Many  of  the  ileturns  are  made  up  to  June  1,  instead  of  May 
\st^  1845.  All  entries  of  this  kind  are  omitted  in  the  following 
Synopsis  and  Tables,  and  should  be  inserted  in  the  Returns  of 
next  year.  The  following  extract  from  my  letter  of  April  15, 
1844,  to  the  town  clerks  will  show  the  true  construction  of  Xh.^ 
law  upon  that  subject  :-^ 

''  The  first  section  directs  the  clerks  to  transmit,  in  June,  a 
record  'of  births,  marriages  and  deaths  which  have  occurred 
within  their  respective  towns  during  the  year  next  preceding  th^ 
first  day  of  said  month,^  while  the  second  section  directs  the 
school  committees  annually  to  make  returns  in  May,  of  '  all  the 
births  which  have  happened  during  the  year  next  preceding  the 
firsi  day  of  said  May  J  The  latter  provision  is  so  express  as  to 
leave  no  doubt  of  what  was  intended  in  respect  to  births ;  and 
it  was  evidently  the  intention  of  the  Legislature  that  the  regis- 
tration year  should  have  the  same  limits  for  marriages  and  deaths 
as  for  births.  Further ;  the  law,  when  it  directs  the  Clerks  to 
make  their  returns  to  the  Secretary  in  June,  leaves  them  at  lib- 
erty to  make  it  in  the  first  days  of  that  month,  at  which  time  the 
latest  returns  of  marriages  and  deaths  in  their  possession  will  be 
of  such  as  took  place  in  April.  Accordingly,  your  annual  return 
to  this  office  will  include  births,  marriages  and  deaths  happening 
in  the  ^  year  next  preceding  the  first  day  of  May.^  " 
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Hie  tleturos  exhibit  many  births,  and  wme  marriages,  which 
occurred  in  previous  years.  Such  entries  are  of  course  passed 
over  in  the  Synopsis  and  Tables.  The  town  clerks  have  fre- 
quently entered  the  deaths  of  inhabitants  of  the  town,  dying  in 
some  other  place.  In  disposing  of  such  cases,  the  rule  adopted 
in  the  following  pages  has  been  to  include  cases  of  death  at  sea 
or  in  a  foreign  port,  but  to  omit  all  others,  as  being  subjects  of 
Registration  in  other  parts  of  this  country.  When  a  town  clerk 
has  returned  the  death  of  an  inhabitant  of  his  town,  as  taking 
place  in  some  other  part  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  entry  has 
been  transferred  to  the  town  in  which  the  death  took  place. 

In  the  arrangement  of  the  Tables,  a  thing  to  be  perfected  by 
degrees,  I  persuade  myself  that  a  considerable  improvement  has 
been  made  on  the  plan  of  preceding  years. 

Table  I  relates  to  Births,  and  is  divided  into  two  parts.  The 
first  part  (p.  36)  exhibits  the  number  of  male  and  female  child- 
ren, and  of  those  whose  sex  is  not  reported,  born  respectively  in 
the  several  months  and  in  the  several  counties.  The  labor  of 
making  this  abstract  for  each  of  the  towns,  as  was  done  last  year 
(Third  Registration  Report,  pp.  1 — 18,)  was  thought  not  to  be 
compensated  by  any  advantage  resulting  from  so  minute  a  speci- 
fication. The  second  part  (p.  36)  exhibits  the  cases  of  more 
than  one  child  at  a  birth,  <arranged  under  the  heads  of  months, 
counties,  and  ^x.  It  corresponds  to  the  table  on  p.  21,  of  the 
last  year's  Report,  with  the  additional  item  of  the  sex  of  children 
born  in  plurality  cases  in  the  respective  months. 

Table  II,  also  in  two  parts,  relates  to  Marriages.  The  first 
part  (p.  37)  exhibits  a  view  of  the  number  of  marriages  which 
in  each  month  were  solemnized  in  each  county  of  the  Common- 
wealth. The  second  part  (pp.  38 — 40),  in  a  very  ingenious  form 
of  entry  adopted  from  the  Belgian  abstract  of  M.  Quetelet, 
presents  at  one  view  the  facts  important  to  be  observed  in 
Statistical  Tables  in  relation  to  the  age  and  condition  of  parties 
to  the  marriage  tie.  For  the  same  reason  as  that  given  above 
in  respect  to  Births,  it  was  thought  inexpedient,  ^t  the  cost  of 
so  much  space  and  labor  as  would  have  been  required,  to  spe- 
cify these  particulars  under  the  heads  of  the  respective  tovms. 
Table  II  corresponds  to  the  table  in  three  parts,  which  occupies 
pp.  23 — 41  of  last  year's  Report.  The  subject  of  age  at  the  time 
of  marriage,  presented  in  the  third  part  of  the  table  relating  to 
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HarriagoB  in  that  Report  (p.  41),  will  be  found  more  fully  treated 
in  the  Appendix  to  the  present  Report,  (p.  75  ei  seq.) 

Tables  III,  IT,  and  T,  exhibit  an  abstract  of  the  facts  obtained 
from  the  town  Returns  of  Deaths. 

Table  III,  in  four  parts,  relates  to  the  Causes  of  Death.  In 
the  first  part  (pp.  41 — 48),  against  the  names  of  the  respectire 
diseases  alphabetically  arranged,  is  recorded  the  number  of  persons 
who  died  of  the  same  during  the  year,  with  a  specification  of  the 
sex,  proximate  age,  month  of  decease,  and  place  of  birth,  so  far 
as  to  distinguish  between  natiyes  of  the  American  town  where 
they  died,  other  Americans,  and  foreigners.  The  second  part 
(pp.  49 — 54),  against  the  names  of  the  diseases,  scientifically  ar- 
ranged, presents  the  number  of  deaths  therefrom  in  the  several 
counties.  These  two  parts  cover  the  same  ground  as  Tables  III 
and  YI,  and  the  first  three  parts  of  Table  lY,  of  last  year's  Report 
(pp.  42 — 77,  98 — 110).  The  specification  of  deaths  in  the  several 
towns,  and  of  the  sex  of  persons  deceased  in  each  several  month, 
has  been  omitted  this  year  in  the  tables  relating  to  Deaths  for  the 
same  reason  as  that  given  above  in  respect  to  Births  and  Mar- 
riages. The  subject  of  the  average  age  at  death,  presented  in 
Table  lY,  part  3,  of  last  year's  Report  (p.  77),  will  be  found 
much  more  fully  treated  in  the  Appendix  to  the  present  Report, 
(p.  88  et  seq).  And  the  same  is  true  of  the  proportion  of  deaths 
at  difibrent  periods  of  life,  and  in  difierent  counties,  exhibited  in 
the  fourth  and  fifth  parts  of  Table  IV,  of  last  year's  Report  (pp. 
78,  79).  On  the  other  hand,  the  particulars  relating  to  the  native 
place  of  deceased  persons,  (p.  41  et  seq,,)  are  now  for  the  first 
time  introduced. 

The  third  part  of  Table  III  (pp.  55 — 58)  presents  a  synopsis 
of  the  number  of  deaths  from  each  disease,  or  other  cause,  which 
took  place  according  to  the  Returns,  in  1845  and  the  three  pre-* 
ceding  years  respectively.  The  proportion  of  the  number  of  each 
class  in  each  year  to  the  number  10,000  is  carried  out  in  four 
other  columns,  afibrding  the  means  of  a  perfect  comparison  of 
the  proportional  mortality  from  difierent  causes,  so  far  as  the  Re- 
turns furnish  the  requisite  materials.  The  fourth  part  of  the 
same  table  (p.  59),  under  the  heads  of  the  respective  counties, 
exhibits  the  returns  of  still-born  children,  with  a  specification  of 
the  sex. 

Table  lY  (pp.  60 — 63),  designed  to  illustrate  the  influence  of 
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occupation  on  iongeirity,  exhibits  the  number  and  average  agd 
at  the  time  of  death,  of  persons  engaged  respectively  in  the  dif* 
ferent  employments  of  life,  as  shown  by  the  Returns  of  1846  and 
the  three  preceding  years.  This  table  corresponds  to  Table  Y,  of 
last  year's  Report.  The  comparison  of  the  Returns  of  four  years 
for  this  purpose  is  an  important  extension  of  the  plan  pursued 
last  year.  On  the  other  hand,  the  distinction  then  made  of 
deaths  from  the  various  causes,  as  reported  from  the  respective 
counties,  was  thought  not  to  be  sufficiently  useful  to  be  repeated 
at  present. 

Table  V  (p.  64),  designed  to  furnish  some  illustration  of  the 
influence  of  domestic  condition  on  longevity,  exhibits  against 
each  county,  an  abstract  of  the  Returns  of  the  number,  sex,  and 
age  of  persons  deceased  in  the  last  Registration  year,  under  the 
divisions  of  single,  married,  and  widowed. 

For  various  interesting  views  of  the  importance  of  the  Registra- 
tion system,  together  with  some  general  inferences  from  the  recent 
Returns,  and  comparisons  of  the  facts  hitherto  collected  in  Mas- 
sachusetts with  similar  deUa  obtained  from  the  documents  of 
other  countries,  I  refer  to  the  letter,  in  the  Appendix  to  this  Re- 
port, from  Mr.  Lemuel  Shattuck,  of  whose  intelligent  and  expe- 
rienced aid  I  have  availed  myself  in  the  preparation  of  the  tables. 

Which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

JOHN  G.  PALFREY,  Secretary. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


REGISTRATION 


or 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS, 

Returned  to  the  Secretary's  Office^  for  the  four  years,  ending  April  30/A, 
1842,  1843,  1844,  and  1845. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


FOURTH  REGISTRATION  REPORT. 
ABSTRACT  OP  BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS.— Coniiniierf. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ABSTRACT  OF  BIRTHS,  &c.  FOR  FOUR  YEARS.  6 

ABSTRACT  OP  BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS— Contimied 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


FOURTH  REGISTRATION  REPORT. 


AJHTTRACT  OF  BIRTB8,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHa— Cbirfnmerf. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ABSTRACT  OP  BIRTHS,  &c.  FOR  FOUR  YEARS.  7 

ABSTRACT  OF  BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS.-.Om<tntc«2. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


8  FOUETH  REGISTRATION  REPORT. 

ABSTRACT  OF  BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATH&— OiirfanedL 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ABSTRACT  OP  BIRTHS,  &c.  FOR  FOUR  YEARS.  9 

ABSTRACT  OF  BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS.— Om^mu^d: 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


10  FOURTH  REGISTRATION  REPORT. 

ABSTRACT  OF  BIRTHS,  HARRIAGES  AND  DEATHa-CMdnidL 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ABSTRACT  OP  BIRTHS,  &c.  FOR  FOUR  YEARS.  11 


RECAPITULATION 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


NOTES. 


A  part  of  the  returns  were  accompanied  with  remarks  by  the 
town  clerks.  From  these,  the  following  notes  have  been  com- 
piled. The  letters  from  the  same  source,  contained  in  former 
reports,  are  also  referred  to.  The  design  of  these  notes  is  to  show 
the  condition  of  registration  through  the  State,  the  practical 
operation  of  existing  laws  on  the  subject,  and  the  views  of  the 
town  clerks  in  regard  to  such  amendments  as  may  be  needed  to 
render  the  system  more  perfect. 

SUFFOLK  COUNTY. 

BosTOzr. — 1842.  The  return  of  deaths  was  for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31, 
1842. — 1843.  See  Second  Annual  Report,  p.  12. — No  return  of  births,  marriages 
or  deaths  for  1844  or  1845. 

Chelsea. — 1845.  "  The  return  is  a  correct  copy  of  the  records  of  the  town 
of  Chelsea,  as  to  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  town,  as  returned  to  me  by  the 
several  sextons.  1  believe  there  have  been  some  deaths,  of  which  I  have  no 
return,  as  the  burial  took  place  without  the  knowledge  of  any  sexton  of  the 
town." 

ESSEX  COUNTY. 

Amesburt. — 1845.  Births,  "  The  return  is  probably  correct  as  regards  the 
number  of  births,  the  sex,  date  of  birth,  and  residence  of  parents.  Three 
children  not  returned.  Mother's  name  not  known  in  one  instance.  Occupation 
not  known  in  8  instances. — Marruxgts,  The  number  of  certificates  given  inthe 
same  time,  34." 

ANtodvER. — 1842.  "One  ckrgyroaii  has  made  no  return  of  marriages  in  6 
years ;  not  20  births  are  returned  anndally,  nor  5  deaths." — ^In  1844,  about  50 
publishments. 

BeverlV.— 1843.    The  numbet  6f  births,  probably  125. 

Essex. — 1843.    See  Second  Annual  Report,  p.  12. 

Gloucester. — 1842.  Imperfect  in  every  respect,  except  marriages.— 1845. 
Marriages.  *The  retunls  of  the  clergymen  have  not  been  given  as  the  law 
requires ;  the  changes  continually  miking  in  our  population,  render  it  impossible 
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to  answer  all  the  inqairies  to  be  made;  there  being  manj  fUeiguen  murjing 
among  ns  who  cannot  answer  the  questions  with  anj  degree  of  satisfaction  as  to 
their  pfx>genitorB. — Deaths,  There  may  be  8  or  10  deaths  not  entered  on  the 
above  list  An  out  parish,  5  or  6  miles  in  extent,  and  whose  inhabitants  are 
mnch  scattered,  where  deaths  ninst  have  occnred,  has  made  no  retom." 

Ipswich.— 1842.  Onlj  22  births  recorded  since  1806u— 1845.  *"  The  returns 
are  not  so  perfect  as  may  be  desired,  but  are  the  best  I  coold  make  from  the 
means  in  mj  possession.  The  School  Committee  have  not  famished  me  with  a 
return  of  births,  therefore  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  make  one  to  you." 

Lnrif. — 1843.  The  return  does  not  state  the  number  of  deaths,  but  there  are 
116  specified  by  name.    The  clerk  complains  that  the  law  is  disregarded. 

Newburt. — 1845.  Births.  "  The  School  Committee  have  made  no  return  of 
births,  and  I  did  not  feel  disposed  to  take  any  action  on  the  subject  In  addition 
to  the  above,  which  I  collected  in  my  immediate  neighborhood,  one  f^ysician 
informs  me,  that  he  attended  the  birth  of  42  children  in  this  town,  during  the 
year  ending  May  1, 1845." 

RocKPORT.  The  returns  from  this  town  have  been  made  with  great  accuracy 
for  the  different  years,  by  Mr.  Pool,  the  town  clerk.  He  says,  in  1845,  as  to 
Births.  **'  The  facts  contained  in  the  above  returns  were  all  gleaned  with  great 
pains  and  care  by  personal  inquiry. — Deaths.  The  above  return  is  believed  to  be 
correct;  although  the  number  of  deaths  stated  is  at  least  one  third  less  than  the 
preceding  year.  I  have  not  wholly  relied  on  the  returns  of  the  sextons,  (which, 
by  the  way,  are  approximating  towards  correctness,)  but  have  ascertained  and 
confirmed  the  facts  by  personal  inquiry.** 

West  Newburt.— 1845.  Births,  ^l  have  delayed  sending  till  the  last 
moment,  hoping  to  have  a  more  complete  return,  but  am  obliged,  at  this  late  day, 
to  close,  while  two  school  districts  remain  unreported.  I  have  done  the  best  in 
my  power  to  have  them  as  they  should  be,  yet  they  are  all  veiy  imperfect 
^-Marriages.    This  is  the  best  I  can  do  from  the  returns.** 

No  Returns,  in  1842,  from  EsstXy  HaverhiUf  and  Aetr&ury;  in  1844,  from 
Beverly,  HaverkiU,  and  Lynn ;  and  in  1845,  from  Beveriyj  and  of  births  from 
Jpstnch. 

MTODLESEX  COUNTY. 

Acton. — 1842.  Births,  not  recorded. — 1844.  Complete  except  the  ^  number** 
and  ** occupation  of  the  father**  and  '* residence  of  the  parents**  in  one  instance 
only. 

AsHBT. — 1845.    Births.    The  School  Committee  has  made  no  return  of  births. 

BiLLERicA. — 1842.  Births.  One  birth  only  recorded ;  law  neglected ;  some 
record  whole  families  at  once. — 1843.  Complains  of  want  of  returns. — 1844. 
Very  good  return,  collected  by  the  School  Committee. 

Burlington. — 1842.  Births.  Few  births  recorded,  and  some  not  publicly 
known.— 1843.  The  clerk  thinks  the  law  should  oblige  some  one  to  complain  of 
delinquents. 

Cambridoe.— 184a  See  2d  Report,  p.  la— 1844.  One  foundling.  Return 
contains  407,  of  whom  43  were  bom  out  of  town,  and  are  heie  rejected.    Town 
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clerk  sopposes  the  number  to  have  been  500,  or  1  in  17  inhabitants.  It  is  1  in  23 
of  the  census  of  1840.    The  returns  the  two  last  years  appear  to  be  accurate. 

CflAajLESTOWN. — 1645.  '^  Every  thing  on  my  part  has  been  done  to  obtain 
*  full  and  correct  returns,  from  the  proper  sources,  of  the  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths  in  this  town,  required  by  the  registration  act  to  be  done ;  still  the  returns 
are  unavoidably  very  defective.  The  whole  number  of  marriages  returned 
Is  short  of  the  truth ;  for  the  clergyman  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  this  town 
has  made  no  return  of  any  marriage  whatever,  since  officiating  as  such,  I  think 
over  two  years.  There  appears  a  reluctance,  on  the  part  of  some  of  our  clergy- 
men, to  comply  with  the  registration  law." 

Chelmsford.— 1843.  See  Second  Report,  p.  14.— 1845.  DtaOiM.  <<  The  third 
entry  properly  belongs  to  the  return  to  be  made  next  year.  It  got  into  this  by  the 
remissness  of  the  sextons  in  making  their  return.   I  have  returned  all  the  numbers." 

Faaminoham. — 1845.  Marriages,  '*  The  above  return  is  as  full  and  correct 
as  the  certificates  will  admit  of." — Deaths.  *^  This  is  all  that  has  been  returned 
to  me.    It  is  undoubtedly  an  imperfect  return." 

Groton, — 1845.  Births.  *^  There  were  probably  8  or  10  more  births  in  town 
last  year,  but  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  the  particulars.  I  have  waited  for 
the  School  Committee,  but  they  have  made  no  returns.  The  births  recorded,  I 
have  obtained  from  other  aourceB.^—rMarriages.  "  The  returns  made  by  Rev. 
Messrs.  Phelps  and  Sanderson,  have  been  complete  generally.  The  other  clergy- 
men returned  only  the  date  and  fact  of  the  marriage ;  the  other  particulars  i  have 
obtained  from  other  sources,  as  fully  as  I  was  able." 

HoLUSTON. — 1843.  '*  Great  delinquency  on  the  part  of  parents,  &c." — 1844. 
Births.  ''This  return  is  believed  to  be  complete."— 1845.  <*Thc  School 
Committee  did  not  ascertain  the  day  of  the  nundh  in  which  the  birth  took  place." 
Deaths.  *^6  OT  7  have  died  in  town,  but  have  been  interred  elsewhere,  and 
I  have  no  returns.  From  a  sermon,  preached  here  the  first  Sabbath  in  Jan- 
nary  last,  the  preacher  said  the  whole  number  of  deaths  for  the  year  was  42.  I 
think  he  may  have  been  correct  I  think  the  sextons  here  have  done  their  duty, 
and  the  returns  they  have  made  me  are  correct" 

LBxmeTON. — 1843.  The  records  show  1  birth,  11  marriages,  and  no  deaths. 
**  Information  derived  from  other  sources  than  the  records,  show  that  there  have 
been  at  least  23  deaths.  The  number  of  births  to  me  unknown.  I  posted  notice 
last  year  requesting  the  inhabitants  to  bring  in  the  number  of  births,  deaths  &c., 
but  to  no  purpose." 

Liircour. — 1845.  Births.  *'  Our  School  Committee  utterly  refuse  to  do  any 
thing  about  making  any  returns.  They  made  none  last  year ;  what  I  here  return, 
I^have  picked  up  myself." — Deaths.  "  One  sexton,  being  wholly  unacquainted 
with  the  duties  required  of  him,  has  neglected  to  make  such  returns  as  would  be 
desirable.  I  make  you  as  full  returns  as  I  can,  with  what  I  have  to  make  them 
ftom." 

MxDFORD. — 1843.    See  Second  Report,  p.  15. 

Natick.— 184a  See  Second  Report,  p.  1&— 1845.  **  I  fear  the  returns  are 
somewhat  imperfect  The  compensation  allowed  for  fees  is  entirely  inadequate 
for  procuring  the  information  sought  by  Legislative  requirements.  1  have 
solicited  the  clergymen  for  a  list  of  marriages,  the  sextons  for  an  account  of 
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deaths,  and  the  School  Committee  for  births,  more  freqaently  and  with  moct 
earnestness,  than  good  manners  wooldalirays  justify.  And  when  the  information 
comes,  it  is  often  contained  on  a  small  scrap  of  paper,  sometimes  without  dates, 
and  always  without  method  or  order.  Our  population  is  of  a  fluctuating  char- 
acter, very  much  made  up  of  emign^nts,  some  of  whom  choose  not  to  be  very 
particular  in  disclosing  their  origin ;  and  when  these  persons  die,  or  get  married,  we 
are  lefl  in  the  dark  with  regard  to  names,  ages,  places  of  residence,  occupation, 
&c.  &c.  I  have  devoted  several  days  exclusively  to  the  arrangement,  registra- 
tion, copying,  &c.,  and  still,  the  whole  is  in  no  way  to  my  satisfaction.  Were  I 
to  make  the  returns  as  they  have  been  made  to  me,  perhaps  the  docoment  might 
be  as  valuable  as  a  sheet  of  wrapping  paper." 

Newton.— 1842.  Very  imperfect— 184a  '<The  real  number  of  deaths^ 
probably  50,  and  births  still  larger." 

Peppersll. — 1814.  Birihs.  <*This  return  was  got  up  by  myself  by  actual 
inquiry,  as  there  were  no  returns  made  by  parents." 

Reading. — 1842.    Deaths.    No  return  of  deaths  has  been  made. 

Sherbu&ne. — 1843.  The  returns  were  founded  on  information  collected  by 
the  clerk. 

South  Reading. — 1845.  '*  There  were  7  births  of  the  41,  which  took  place 
among  the  Irish  laborers  upon  the  rail-rpad,  whose  parents  removed  from  the 
town  before  the  end  of  the  year,  and,  consequently,  no  further  particulars  were 
obtained." 

Somerville.  Population  included  in  Charlestown.  Supposed  1250.  No 
census  has  been  taken  since  the  town  was  incorporated. 

Stoneham. — 1843.  BtHhs.  The  real  number  of  births,  probably  as  many  as 
33. — Only  1  death  reported  to  the  town  clerk.  Last  year  he  collected  the  facts 
himself. 

Ttngsborough. — 1842.  ^  Returns  made  from  other  sources  than  the  record." 
«— 1843.  '*  During  the  last  six  months,  more  births  have  been  entered  upon  the 
record  than  had  been  recorded  for  forty  years  before." — 1845.  *^  The  return  of 
deaths  is  not,  nor  could  not  be,  complete,  unless  I  had  taken  the  trouble  to  ride 
into  almost  every  quarter  of  the  town,  and  personally  made  the  inquiries  necessary 
to  obtain  the  information.  The  inhabitants  do  not,  with  a  very  few  ezceptionr, 
give  themselves  the  least  trouble  in  regard  to  furnishing  the  clerk  with  the 
necessary  information,  and  the  sextons  have  hitherto  totally  neglected  their  duty 
on  this  point  I  have  called  their  attention  to  the  subject,  and  trust,  next  yeaiv 
the  clerk  may  be  enabled  to  make  a  full  and  complete  return." 

Westford. — 1843.  ^*The  births  were  probably  more  numerous.  It  is 
difficult  to  get  returns." 

Wilmington. — 1843.  *'  There  have  been  but  few  births,  deaths,  or  marriages, 
recorded  for  ten  years." 

WoBURN. — 1843.  Pew  births  entered.— 1844.  Twelve  births  on  the  retum 
were  in  January,  February,  March,  and  April,  1843,  the  record  beginning  January 
3, 1843,  and  ending  March  31, 1844.-~The  following  are  extracts  of  letters  from 
the  town  clerk  of  Woburn,  accompanying  the  returns  for  the  year  1845: — 

Births.    *<  The  return  of  births  in  the  town  of  Woburn,  for  the  year  ending  May 
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1st,  1845,  is  imperfect  in  aome  respects.  I  ha?e  used  great  exertions  to  ascertain 
and  make  record  of  all  births  happening  in  town,  the  past  year,  but  I  do  not  think 
these  returns  are  full.  More  births,  T  have  every  reason  to  suppose,  havo  hap- 
pened in  this  town,  than  those  embraced  in  this  return.  The  whole  number  of 
births  returned  by  the  School  Committee  was  73.  Believing  their  returns  were 
not  full,  I  called  upon  each  physician  in  town,  and  they  generously  gave  me  their 
assistance  in  filling  out  my  records.  I  received  from  them  twenty  births  not  re- 
turned by  the  committee.  I  was  not  able  to  ascertain  from  them  the  names  of 
children,  but  only  the  date,  and  place  of  birth,  names,  and  occupation  of  fathers. 
In  some  cases,  physicians  out  of  town,  or  midwives,  have  been  in  attendance,  and 
the  presumption  is,  that  many  of  them  have  not  been  returned  to  me." 

Marriages.  **  In  the  return  of  marriages  from  Woburn,  for  the  year  ending 
May  1st,  1845,  there  are  21  omissions,  viz :  age,  12,  names  of  parents,  9.  You  will 
find,  in  most  cases,  the  names  of  mothers  not  mentioned ;  those  who  made  the  re- 
turns to  me  were  not  particular  about  ascertaining  such  facts,  which  makes  my 
returns  imperfect  in  that  respect  I  thought  it  advisable  to  record  the  names  of 
fathers  that  were  deceased ;  all  such  cases  are  marked  thus  +  in  the  returns.  When 
these  returns  were  made  to  mc,  there  were  130  omissions,  beside  the  names  of 
mothers,  and  the  facts  I  ascertained,  as  many  as  possible,  from  the  parties  married. 
One  marriage  has  occurred  in  this  town,  not  put  down  in  this  return ;  it  was  before 
a  justice  of  the  peace,  who  resides  at  some  distance  from  the  centre  of  the  town, 
and  has  not,  as  yet,  been  returned  to  me^  I  presume  42  marriages  are  all  that  have 
occurred  in  town  this  year,  although  60  couples  bs?e  entered  their  intentions  of 
maniage  with  me ;  many  included  in  tliat  number  have  been  married  out  of  town. 
I  have  published  38  of  those  who  have  been  married  in  town  this  year.  I  think 
many  of  the  difficulties  which  have  arisen  in  relation  to  ascertaining  the  facta  re- 
quired in  marriages,  will  be  obviated  by  the  use  of  the  certificate  you  propose;  it 
appears  to  me  that  this  ought  to  be  the  duty  of  the  town  clerks,  but  no  one  can 
afibrd  to  do  it  without  pay.  The  law,  I  believe,  prescribes  no  pay  for  returning 
marriages.  I  suppose  the  presumption  is,  that  50  cents,  (the  price  of  a  certificate,) 
will  pay  for  entering,  publishing  the  intention  of  marriage,  ascertaining  the  facts 
required  by  law,  recording  and  returning  the  same  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. It  is  a  great  task  for  any  clerk,  and  he  cannot  afibrd  to  do  it  for  the 
money  he  now  receives,  if  no  pay  is  to  be  received  for  these  returns ;  the  price  of 
a  certificate  ought  to  be  one  dollar,  by  law,  and  then  town  clerks  could  afiTord  to 
take  an  interest  in  this  matter." 

Deaths.  "  In  the  return  of  deaths  from  the  town  of  Woburn,  you  will  find 
aome  omissions."  There  are  "  6  omissions  of  parents  names  entire,  16  of  the 
names  of  mothers.  These  omissions  occur  mostly  in  deaths  of  aged  people, 
where  the  facts  have  to  be  ascertained  of  the  children  of  the  deceased.  I  find,  in 
such  cases,  they  almost  always  recollect  the  names  of  their  grandfathers,  but  do  not 
know  whether  they  ever  had  any  grandmothers  or  not.  One  third  of  the  deaths 
happening  in  this  town  for  the  past  year,  are  returned  to  me  as  having  been  of 
consumption.  I  have  put  down  the  names  of  diseases,  &c.  as  returned  to  me,  unless  I 
was  personally  acquainted  with  persons  deceased,  and  then,  I  have  put  them  down 
as  I  knew  them.  Much  praise,  I  think,  is  due  our  sextons  of  this  town,  for  the 
zeal  they  have  manifested  in  carrying  out  the  wishes  of  the  State,  and  I  trust, 
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A  part  of  the  returns  were  accompanied  with  remarks  by  the 
town  clerks.  From  these,  the  following  notes  have  been  com- 
piled. The  letters  from  the  same  source,  contained  in  former 
r^pof  U,  are  also  referred  to.  The  design  of  these  notes  is  to  show 
the  condition  of  registration  through  the  State,  the  practical 
operation  of  existing  laws  on  the  subject,  and  the  views  of  the 
town  clerks  in  regard  to  such  amendments  as  may  be  needed  to 
render  the  system  more  perfect. 

SUFFOLK  COUNTY. 

BosTow.— 1842.  The  return  of  deaths  was  for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31, 
1842.— 1843.  See  Second  Annual  Report,  p.  12.— No  return  of  births,  marriages 
or  deaths  for  1844  or  1845. 

Chelsea. — 1845.  "  The  return  is  a  correct  copy  of  the  records  of  the  town 
of  Chelsea,  as  to  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  town,  as  returned  to  me  by  the 
several  sextons.  1  believe  there  have  been  some  deaths,  of  which  I  have  no 
return,  as  the  burial  took  place  without  the  knowledge  of  any  sexton  of  the 
town." 

ESSEX  COUNTY. 

Amesburt. — 1845.  Btrth$.  "  The  return  is  probably  correct  ss  regards  the 
number  of  births,  the  sex,  date  of  birth,  and  residence  of  parents.  Three 
children  not  returned.  Mother's  name  not  known  in  one  instance.  Occupation 
not  known  in  8  instances. — MarriagtB.  The  number  of  certificates  given  in- the 
same  time,  34." 

ANt)dyER. — 1842.  **  One  cl^rgymCin  has  made  no  return  of  marriages  in  6 
years ;  not  20  births  are  returned  anniially,  nor  5  deaths."— In  1844,  about  50 
publishments. 

Beverlt.-^1843.    The  number  df  births,  probably  125. 

Essex. — 1843.    See  Second  Annual  Report,  p.  12. 

Gloucester* — 1842.  Imperfect  in  every  respect,  except  marriages. — 1845. 
Marriages,  *Ttte  returns  of  the  clergymen  have  not  been  given  as  the  law 
requires ;  the  changes  continually  mliking  in  our  population,  render  it  impoflsible 
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to  annrer  all  te  iaquiiiei  to  be  made;  there  bem^  omj  foa^nen  uuijiuf 
amooir  oi  wlio  cmmiot  aaewerte  qoeitioos  with  mnj  degree  of  mk&ctioB  m  to 
dieir  progemtonL— Hei^is.  There  mej  be  8  or  10  deathi  aot  entered  on  the 
above  list  An  oot  parvh,  5  or  6  miles  in  extent,  and  whoae  inhabitants  aie 
moch  scattered,  where  deaths  most  hare  occuied,  has  made  no  reCnm.* 

Ifswich^18«2.  OdIj  22  births  recorded  since  1806^-1845.  "The  retmns 
are  not  so  perfect  as  may  be  desired,  hot  are  the  best  I  coold  make  fiom  the 
means  in  mj  possession.  The  School  Committee  have  not  fnnnBfaed  me  with  a 
retnm  of  births,  therefore  it  is  not  io  mj  power  to  make  one  to  joo.* 

Ltf3^— 1643.  The  retnm  does  not  state  the  nomber  of  deaths,  hot  there  ara 
116  specified  bj  name.    The  cleik  comf^ains  that  the  law  is  disregarded. 

Newbcst.— 1845.  BiriMs.  «  The  School  Committee  have  made  no  return  of 
births,  and  I  did  not  feel  disposed  to  take  any  action  on  the  sobject  In  addition 
to  the  abore,  which  I  coUected  in  my  immpdiafe  neighborhood,  one  physician 
informs  me,  that  he  attended  the  birth  of  42  children  in  this  town,  doring  the 
year  ending  May  1, 1845.' 

RocKToar.  The  retnms  from  this  town  hare  been  made  with  great  accmacy 
for  the  different  years,  by  Mr.  Pool,  the  town  cleik.  He  says,  in  1845),  as  to 
Birtki.  ''The  fiurts  contained  in  the  abore  retnms  were  all  gleaned  with  great 
pains  and  care  by  perwnal  inqairy. — Deaiks.  The  abote  retnm  is  beliered  to  be 
correct ;  althoagh  the  nomber  of  deaths  stated  is  at  least  one  third  leas  than  the 
preceding  year.  I  have  not  wholly  relied  on  the  retoms  of  the  sextons,  (which, 
by  the  way,  are  approximating  towards  correctness,)  bot  have  ascertained  and 
confirmed  the  facts  by  personal  inqoiry." 

West  NewsunT.— 1845.  BiHkg.  '^I  have  delayed  sending  till  the  last 
moment,  hoping  to  have  a  oaore  complete  retnm,  but  am  obliged,  at  this  late  day, 
to  close,  while  two  school  districts  remain  nnseported.  I  have  done  the  best  in 
my  power  to  have  them  as  they  should  be,  yet  they  are  all  very  imperfect 
-^Marriages,    TYum  is  fhe  best  I  can  do  fixnn  the  retoms." 

No  Retukhs,  in  1842,  from  £tfez,  HaverhUl,  and  Ntwbwry;  in  1844,  from 
Bevedy^  HacerhiU^  and  Lifnn ;  and  in  1845,  from  Beotrhfj  and  of  birtha  from 
fyiwidu 

MIDDLESEX  COUNTY. 

AcTOH. — 1842.  Birihij  not  recorded. — 1844.  Complete  except  the  "^  nnmber  " 
and  ''occupation  of  the  father"  and  "residence  of  the  parents"  in  one  instance 
only. 

AsHBT. — 1845.    Bvih$.    The  School  Committee  has  made  no  retnm  of  births. 

BiLLERicA. — 1842.  Biriki.  One  birth  only  recorded ;  law  neglected ;  some 
record  whole  families  at  once. — 1843.  Complains  of  want  of  returns. — 1844. 
Very  good  return,  collected  by  the  School  Committee. 

BuRLiiioToii. — 1842.  Bvihs.  Few  births  recorded,  and  some  not  publicly 
known.— 1843.  The  clerk  thinks  the  law  ahoold  oblige  some  one  to  complain  of 
delinquents. 

Cambridoe.— 184a  See  2d  Report,  p.  13.^1844.  One  foundling.  Return 
contains  407^  of  whom  43  were  bom  out  of  town,  and  are  here  rejected.    Town 
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clerk  sQpposes  the  number  to  have  been  500,  or  1  in  17  inhabitants.  It  is  1  in  23 
of  the  census  of  1840.    The  returns  the  two  last  years  appear  to  be  accurate. 

CHAaLESTowir. — 1845.  **  Every  thing  on  my  part  has  been  done  to  obtain 
'  full  and  correct  returns,  from  the  proper  sources,  of  the  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths  in  this  town,  required  by  the  registration  act  to  be  done ;  still  the  returns 
are  unavoidably  very  defective.  The  whole  number  of  marriages  returned 
is  short  of  the  truth ;  for  the  clergyman  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  this  town 
has  made  no  return  of  any  marriage  whatever,  since  officiating  as  such,  I  think 
over  two  years.  There  appears  a  reluctance,  on  the  part  of  some  of  our  clergy- 
men, to  comply  with  the  registration  law." 

Chelmspord.— 1843.  See  Second  Report,  p.  14.— 1845.  DeaUa.  *<  The  third 
entry  properly  belongs  to  the  return  to  be  made  next  year.  It  got  into  this  by  the 
remissness  of  the  sextons  in  making  their  return.   I  have  returned  all  the  numbers." 

FaAMiiTGHAM. — 1845.  Marriages.  *'  The  above  return  is  as  full  and  correct 
as  the  certificates  will  admit  of." — Deaths.  '^This  is  all  that  has  been  returned 
to  me.    It  is  undoubtedly  an  imperfect  return." 

Grotoit, — 1845.  Births.  "  There  were  probably  8  or  10  more  births  in  town 
last  year,  but  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  the  particulars.  I  have  waited  for 
the  School  Committee,  but  they  have  made  no  returns.  The  births  recorded,  I 
have  obtained  from  other  sources."-rJMarrui^^.  '*  The  returns  made  by  Rev. 
Messrs.  Phelps  and  Sanderson,  have  been  complete  generally.  The  other  clergy- 
men returned  only  the  date  and  fact  of  the  marriage ;  the  other  particulars  1  have 
obtained  from  other  sources,  as  fully  as  I  was  able." 

HoLLisToir. — 1843.  "  Great  delinquency  on  the  part  of  parents,  &c." — 1844. 
Births.  *«ThiB  return  is  believed  to  be  complete."— 1845.  "The  School 
Committee  did  not  ascertain  the  day  of  the  month  in  which  the  birth  took  place." 
Deaths.  "6  OT  7  have  died  in  town,  but  have  been  interred  elsewhere,  and 
I  have  no  returns.  From  a  sermon,  preached  here  the  first  Sabbath  in  Jan- 
nary  last,  the  preacher  said  the  whole  number  of  deaths  for  the  year  was  42.  I 
think  he  may  have  been  correct  I  think  the  sextons  here  have  done  their  duty, 
and  the  returns  they  have  made  me  are  correct" 

LExmoTOir. — 1843.  The  records  show  1  birth,  11  marriages,  and  no  deaths. 
**  Information  derived  from  other  sources  than  the  records,  show  that  there  have 
been  at  least  23  deaths.  The  number  of  births  to  me  unknown.  I  posted  notice 
last  year  requesting  the  inhabitants  to  bring  in  the  number  of  births,  deaths  &c., 
but  to  no  purpose." 

LufcoLN. — 1845.  BiHhs.  **  Our  School  Committee  utterly  refuse  to  do  any 
thing  about  making  any  returns.  They  made  none  last  year ;  what  I  here  return, 
I^have  picked  up  myself." — Deaths.  '*  One  sexton,  being  wholly  unacquainted 
with  the  duties  required  of  him,  has  neglected  to  make  such  returns  as  would  be 
desirable.  I  make  you  as  full  returns  as  I  can,  with  what  I  have  to  make  them 
from." 

Mkdford. — ^1843.    See  Second  Report,  p.  15. 

Natick.— 184a  See  Second  Report,  p.  16.— 1845.  **I  fear  the  returns  are 
somewhat  imperfect  The  compensation  allowed  for  fees  is  entirely  inadequate 
for  procuring  the  information  sought  by  Legislative  requirements.  1  have 
solicited  the  clergymen  for  a  list  of  marriages,  the  sextons  for  an  account  of 
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deaths,  and  the  School  Cominittee  for  births,  more  frequently  and  with  mon 
earneatneas,  than  good  manners  would  ^Iwaya  justify.  And  when  the  information 
comes,  it  is  often  contained  on  a  small  scrap  of  paper,  sometimes  without  dates, 
and  always  without  method  or  order.  Our  population  is  of  a  fluctuating  char- 
acter, very  much  made  up  of  emign^nts,  some  of  whom  choose  not  to  be  very 
particular  in  disclosing  their  origin ;  and  when  these  persons  die,  or  get  married,  we 
are  left  in  the  dark  with  regard  to  names,  ages,  places  of  residence,  occupation, 
dLc.  d^.  I  have  devoted  several  days  exclusively  to  the  arrangement,  registrap 
tion,  copying,  &^  and  still,  the  whole  is  in  no  way  to  my  satisfaction.  Were  I 
to  make  the  returns  as  they  have  been  made  to  me,  perhaps  the  document  might 
be  as  valuable  as  a  sheet  of  wrapping  paper." 

Newton.— 184*2.  Very  imperfect— 184a  ''The  real  number  of  deaths^ 
probably  50,  and  births  sdli  larger." 

Pefpesell. — 1814.  Births.  ''This  return  was  got  up  by  myself  by  actual 
inquiry,  as  there  were  no  returns  made  by  parents." 

Reading. — 1842.    Deaths,    No  return  of  deaths  has  been  made. 

SHBRBuaifE. — 1843.  The  returns  were  founded  on  information  collected  by 
the  clerk. 

South  Readino. — 1845.  "  There  were  7  births  of  the  41,  which  took  place 
among  the  Irish  laborers  upon  the  rail-rgad,  whose  parents  removed  from  the 
town  before  the  end  of  the  year,  and,  consequently,  no  further  particulars  were 
obtained." 

SoMERViixE.  Population  included  in  Charlestown.  Supposed  1250.  No 
census  has  been  taken  since  the  town  was  incorporated. 

Stoneham. — 1843.  Births.  The  real  number  of  births,  probably  as  many  as 
33. — Only  1  death  reported  to  the  town  clerk.  Last  year  he  collected  the  facti 
himself. 

Ttngsborough. — 1842.  "  Returns  made  from  other  sources  than  the  record." 
—1843.  "  During  the  last  six  months,  more  births  have  been  entered  upon  the 
record  than  had  been  recorded  for  forty  years  before." — 1845.  "  The  return  of 
deaths  is  not,  nor  could  not  be,  complete,  unless  I  had  taken  the  trouble  to  ride 
into  almost  every  quarter  of  the  town,  and  personally  made  the  inquiries  necessary 
to  obtain  the  information.  The  inhabitants  do  not,  with  a  very  few  ezceptioni^ 
give  themselves  the  least  trouble  in  reg^ard  to  furnishing  the  clerk  with  the 
necessary  information,  and  the  sextons  have  hitherto  totally  neglected  their  duty 
on  this  point  I  have  called  their  attention  to  the  subject,  and  trust,  next  yeaiev 
the  clerk  may  be  enabled  to  make  a  full  and  complete  return." 

Westford. — 1843.  "The  births  were  probably  more  numerous.  It  is 
difficult  to  get  returns." 

WiLMiiroTON. — 1843.  "  There  have  been  but  few  births,  deaths,  or  marriages^ 
recorded  for  ten  years." 

WoBURif. — 1843.  Pew  births  entered.— 1844.  Twelve  births  on  the  return 
were  in  January,  February,  March,  and  April,  1843,  the  record  beginning  Januaiy 
3, 1843,  and  ending  March  31, 1844— The  following  are  extracts  of  letters  from 
the  town  clerk  of  Wobum,  accompanying  the  returns  for  the  year  1845:— 

Births.    "  The  return  of  births  in  the  town  of  Wobum,  for  the  year  ending  May 
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1st,  1845,  is  imperfect  in  some  respects.  I  have  used  great  exertions  to  ascertain 
and  make  record  of  all  births  happening  in  town,  the  past  year,  but  I  do  not  think 
these  returns  are  full.  More  births,  J  have  every  reason  to  suppose,  havo  hap- 
pened in  this  town,  than  those  embraced  in  this  return.  The  whole  number  of 
births  returned  by  the  School  Committee  was  73.  Believing  their  returns  were 
not  full,  I  called  upon  each  physician  in  town,  and  they  generously  gave  me  their 
assistance  in  filling  out  my  records.  I  received  from  them  twenty  births  not  re- 
turned by  the  committee.  I  was  not  able  to  ascertain  from  them  the  names  of 
children,  but  only  the  date,  and  place  of  birth,  names,  and  occupation  of  fathers. 
In  some  cases,  physicians  out  of  town,  or  midwives,  have  been  in  attendance,  and 
the  presumption  is,  that  many  of  them  have  not  been  returned  to  me." 

Marriages,  "  In  the  return  of  marriages  from  Woburn,  for  the  year  ending 
May  1st,  184.5,  there  are  21  omissions,  viz :  age,  12,  names  of  parents,  9.  You  will 
find,  in  most  cases,  the  names  of  mothers  not  mentioned ;  those  who  made  the  re- 
turns to  me  were  not  particular  about  ascertaining  such  facts,  which  makes  my 
returns  imperfect  in  that  respect  I  thought  it  advisable  to  record  the  names  of 
fathers  that  were  deceased ;  all  such  cases  are  marked  thus  +  in  the  returns.  When 
these  returns  were  made  to  mc,  there  were  130  omissions,  beside  the  names  of 
mothers,  and  the  facts  I  ascertained,  as  many  as  possible,  from  the  parties  married. 
One  marriage  has  occurred  in  this  town,  not  put  down  in  this  return ;  it  was  before 
a  justice  of  the  peace,  who  resides  at  some  distance  from  the  centre  of  the  town, 
and  has  not,  as  yet,  been  returned  to  me^  I  presume  42  marriages  are  all  that  have 
occurred  in  town  this  year,  although  60  couples  have  entered  their  intentions  of 
marriage  with  me ;  many  included  in  tliat  number  have  been  married  out  of  town. 
I  have  published  38  of  those  who  have  been  married  in  town  tliis  year.  I  think 
many  of  the  difficulties  which  have  arisen  in  relation  to  ascertaining  the  facts  re- 
quired in  marriages,  will  be  obviated  by  the  use  of  the  certificate  you  propose;  it 
appears  to  me  that  this  ought  to  be  the  duty  of  the  town  clerks,  but  no  one  can 
afford  to  do  it  without  pay.  The  law,  I  believe,  prescribes  no  pay  for  returning 
marriages.  I  suppose  the  presumption  is,  that  50  cents,  (the  price  of  a  certificate,) 
will  pay  for  entering,  publishing  the  intention  of  marriage,  ascertaining  the  facts 
required  by  law,  recording  and  returning  the  same  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. It  is  a  great  task  for  any  clerk,  and  he  cannot  afibrd  to  do  it  for  the 
money  he  now  receives,  if  no  pay  is  to  be  received  for  these  returns ;  the  price  of 
a  certificate  ought  to  be  one  dollar,  by  law,  and  then  town  clerks  could  afiford  to 
take  an  interest  in  this  matter." 

Deaths.  "  In  the  return  of  deaths  from  the  town  of  Woburn,  you  will  find 
some  omissions."  There  are  *'6  omissions  of  parents  names  entire,  16  of  the 
names  of  mothers.  These  omissions  occur  mostly  in  deaths  of  aged  people, 
where  the  facts  have  to  be  ascertained  of  the  children  of  the  deceased.  I  find,  in 
such  cases,  they  almost  always  recollect  the  names  of  their  grandfathers,  but  do  not 
know  whether  they  ever  had  any  grandmothers  or  not.  One  third  of  the  deaths 
happening  in  this  town  for  the  past  year,  are  returned  to  me  as  having  been  of 
consumption.  I  have  put  down  the  names  of  diseases,  &c.  as  returned  to  me,  unless  I 
was  personally  acquainted  with  persons  deceased,  and  then,  I  have  put  them  down 
as  I  knew  them.  Much  praise,  I  think,  is  due  our  sextons  of  this  town,  for  the 
zeal  they  have  manifested  in  carrying  out  the  wishes  of  the  State,  and  I  trust, 
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tibat,  in  the  next  retom  that  may  come  from  thie  town,  no  omueioof  will  occur.  I 
think  mistakes  may  be  prevented,  in  a  great  degree,  by  the  use  of  the  certificate 
for  the  return  of  deaths,  which  yon  have  sent  to  me.  I  shaU  endeavor  to  have 
them  used  in  all  cases." 

No  Returns,  in  1842,  from  Bedford,  Dunstable,  Dramtnghxm,  and  Stow ;  in 
1843,  from  Hopkinion,  and  WaUrioum ;  in  1844,  from  }fest  Cambridge ;  and  in 
1845,  from  LUtUton  and  Tewksbunff  of  births  from  AMy,  of  deaths  from  Dra- 
cut^  and  of  marriages  and  deaths  from  fFest  Cambridge. 


WORCESTER  COUNTY. 

AsBBUKNHAii. — 1842.  "  Only  two  OT  three  retnms  of  births  or  deaths  have 
been  made  to  the  town  clerk." 

Auburn. — 1845.  BirOa.  *^  The  return  of  the  births  is  as  full  as  it  has  been  in 
my  power  to  make  it,  without  going  a  second  time  for  the  information.  Where 
the  name  of  a  child  is  omitted,  the  parenta  had  not  decided  upon  a  name.  Where 
the  name  of  the  parents,  or  the  date  of  the  birth,  is  omitted,  it  was  unknown  to 
my  informant.  I  have  taken  the  trouble  to  go  personally  to  all  these  families, 
but  in  some  cases  they  were  absent,  and  I  had  to  receive  information  from  others, 
who  were  not  always  able  to  give  it  fully." — Marriages.  "The  above  is  a  return 
of  all  the  marriages  that  have  been  solemnized  in  this  town  the  past  year.  It  is 
not  so  perfect  as  to  all  the  particulars,  as  the  town  clerk  will  be  able  to  make  another 
year  with  the  assistance  of  the  printed  blanks  sent  from  your  office." — Deaths. 
"The  above  is  a  return  of  all  the  deaths  in  this  town.  It  contains  all  the  infor- 
mation I  could  obtain  from  the  sextons,  or  the  friends  of  the  deceased.** 

Barre. — 1844.  "The  town  clerk  supposes  there  were  about  80  births." 
— 1845.  Births.  "  The  town  clerk  is  obliged  to  collect  returns  of  births  himself 
the  school  committee  refusing  to  do  it." — Marriages.  "  Several  marriages  have 
been  solemnized  in  town  the  past  year,  and  no  return  thereof  made  to  the  town 
clerk.  One  clergyman,  although  frequently  requested,  has,  for  three  years  past, 
made  only  one  return,  and  then  but  one  solitary  marriage ;  and  it  is  well  known 
to  the  town  clerk  that  he  has  solemnized  many  in  the  same  time.  Some,  who 
are  inhabitantB  of  this  town,  have  been  ont  of  the  State  the  past  year  and  got 
married." 

Berlin. — 1842.  Great  remissness  in  making  returns. — 1845.  "Of  the  24 
births,  7  were  returned  me  barely  within  the  time  prescribed,  14  with  numerous 
omissions  in  the  details,  three  weeks  afterwards,  and  3  were  not  reported  at  alL 
The  date  of  solemnization,  and  the  residence  of  the  parties,  were  the  only  facts 
furnished  in  the  clergyman's  return  of  marriages.  The  sexton,  though  reminded 
more  than  once  of  the  requirementa  of  the  law,  has  made  no  return.  Whether 
returns  to  the  clerk  of  birtlis  and  deaths  would  be  more  faithfully  made,  were  the 
duty  transferred  to  other  hands,  I  do  not  know ;  but,  to  whomsoever  entrusted,  the 
necessity  of  more  effectual  means  of  ensuring  a  performance  is  shown  by  the 
facta  above  stated.  Though  a  false  reliance  on  the  aid  and  cooperation  of  others 
delayed  the  work  till  little  time  was  lefl  me  to  prepare  them,  I  am  happy  in  hav- 
ing effected,  in  the  accompanying  returns,  an  approximation  to  completeness." 
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Blackstoite. — 1845.  This  was  a  new  town,  set  off  from  Mendon  and  incor- 
porated March,  1845.  **  But  few  births  have  occurred  in  the  town  of  Blackstone. 
I  ha?e  been  informed  by  the  town  clerk  of  Mendon,  that  he  returned  to  you  only 
those  which  occurred  in  the  town  as  it  now  exists.  I  have,Jtherefore,  returned 
to  you  all,  which  occurred  in  the  territory  now  constituting  the  town  of  Black- 
stone." — Marriages  and  Deaths.  "  I  have  received  the  return  of  but  one  marriage, 
consequently  I  send  you  but  one.  I  have  not  received  the  return  of  any  death ; 
therefore  I  have  none  to  return  to  yon." 

Bolton. — 1843.  '<  All  marriages,  that  are  solemnized  in  town,  are  annually 
handed  in  and  recorded ;  but,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  little  attention  has  been  paid  to 
recording  the  births  and  deaths.    Of  42  births,  only  2  are  on  record." 

Dawa.— 1842.    "  No  record  of  births  and  marriages  kept" 

Dudley. — 1845.  **  The  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  as  returned,  may  be  relied 
upon  as  correct  The  births  were  taken  by  the  assessors,  when  they  made  their 
circuit  to  take  their  lists  for  making  taxes.  The  births  taken  by  the  assessors  is 
a  better  and  more  correct  way.  It  would  require  a  penalty  to  make  the  school 
committee  of  this  town  take  in  the  births  according  to  law." 

Hardwick. — 1843,    See  Second  Annual  Report,  p.  17. 

Harvard. — 1844.  "The  facta  were  furnished  by  the  assessors." — Marriages. 
''The  return  is  the  best  I  can  make  from  the  materials  furnished  by  the  clergy- 
man. Most  of  the  particulars  I  have  picked  out  of  the  town  records.  If  the  sec- 
retary will  send  me  some  blanks,  I  will  engage  the  return  shall  be  perfect,  should 
I  hold  my  office  another  year." 

HoLDEir. — 1845.  Births.  '^  There  are  two  births  in  the  return  that  have  no 
name." — Marriages.  "  This  return  is  very  defective.  The  clergymen  forget  or 
neglect  to  make  the  proper  inquiries,  and  to  make  regular  returns.  Some  of  the 
defects  are  owing  to  persons  coming  from  other  towns  who  were  thought  not  to 
belong  to  this  return.    I  thiuk  another  year  they  will  be  more  perfect" 

HuBBARDSTON. — 1845.  Deoihs.  "Daniel  Mundell  supposed  himself  to  be 
over  93  years  old.  His  children,  (reckoning  from  their  own  age,)  suppose  him 
to  be  about  105  years,  which  accords  very  well  with  the  belief  of  all  persons  who 
knew  him  70  or  80  years  ago." 

Lancastxr. — 1845.  Births.  "  These  births  were  gathered  from  sundry  per- 
sons.   The  school  committee  have  not  made  a  single  return." 

Leicester. — 1845.  Marriages.  "  I  have  made  the  returns  as  they  were  made 
to  me.  They  are  not  altogether  perfect" — Deaths.  "  The  returns  are  not  so  full 
as  I  could  wish,  as  the  sexton  did  not  understand  his  duty.  Probably  will  do 
better  another  year." 

LuNEiTBURG. — ^1845.  Births.  "  But  one  returned,  the  committee  thinking  the 
trouble  of  ascertaining  too  much  for  the  pay." 

Merdon. — 1844.  "  A  physician  is  chairman  of  the  school  committee  and  made 
the  return.    We  probably  have  got  the  number  nearly  correct" 

MiLLBtTRT. — 1843.  The  clerk  perambulated  the  town  to  obtain  the  materials 
of  his  return,  and  states  that  it  would  be  cheaper  to  pay  the  fine  of  $10,  than 
make  the  requisite  returns  and  copies. — 1845.  Births.  "  The  number  of  births 
returned  in  this  town  is  64.  There  are  13  that  took  place,  most  of  them  citizens 
of  this  town,  while  absent  on  visits  with  their  friends.  There  are  a  number  of 
births  returned  without  a  name." 
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NoBTH  Bbooktiklo. — 1813.    See  Second  Animal  Report,  p.  19. 

OxFOBD* — 1843.  *•  Obtained  bj  actual  visit  and  inquirr  by  the  clcriL" — 1845. 
"The  retains,  I  think,  are  very  nearijr  correct.  I  procured  a  man  to  go  orer  the 
town  for  the  births,  as  part  of  the  School  Committee  refused  to  comply  with  the 
statute.  The  marriages  are  returned  promptly  generally ;  some  few  do  not  have 
an  the  necessary  facts  set  forth  in  the  blanks.  The  deaths  were  retained 
promptly." 

PHrixipsTO?r. — 1842.  Very  imperfect — 1843.  Obtained  by  actual  visit  and 
inquiry  by  the  cleik. 

RoTALSTuir. — 1844.  **  Hereafter  I  think  there  will  be  more  attention  paid  to 
the  law  in  regard  to  registration,  as  soon  as  the  officers  and  others  on  whom  it 
imposes  the  duties  of  making  returns  to  the  clerks  become  acquainted  with  what 
is  required  of  them.  The  law  shall  have  my  aid  and  attention  in  carrying  oat  its 
designs." 

RuTLAin). — 1845.  Deaths.  "  The  return  embraces  every  death  which  has  hap- 
pened in  this  town,  and  is  believed  to  be  substantially  correct" 

Shrewsbury. — 1842.  Law  greatly  neglected. — 1845.  "  We  have  a  school 
committee  in  each  of  the  7  school  districts,  and  I  regret  that  I  have  received  re- 
turns of  births  from  only  5  of  them,  which  probably  embrace  about  four  fifths  of 
the  births.  This  return  is,  therefore,  incomplete.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  pro- 
visions of  the  registry  act  will  never  be  fully  carried  into  effect,  until  the  law 
imposes  a  penalty  for  negUd  of  duty  on  some  others,  whose  duty  is  connected  with 
it,  as  well  as  upon  the  town  clerk,  and  persons  who  solemnize  marriage ;  and  why 
should  it  not  r" 

SouTHBOROUGH. — 1843.    See  Second  Annual  Report,  p.  18. 

Sterlinu.— 1842.  ""LAmentable  neglect"— 184a  See  Second  Annual  Re- 
port, p.  18. — 1845.  "I  shall  now  make  a  thorough  inquiry  concerning  the  births 
and  deaths  the  current  year  myself,  being  so  much  dissatisfied  with  the  returns 
sent" 

STURBRinuE. — 1845.  Marriages.  ''The  record  is  not  so  full  in  regard  to 
some  particulars  as  the  statute  requires.    It  may  be  more  so  next  year." 

Sutton. — 1842.  *'  Returns  must  be  incorrect  until  there  are  some  means  of  en- 
forcing the  law." — 1844.  ^  I  think  this  return  does  not  contain  all  the  deaths.  I 
have  taken  most  of  them  from  the  newspapers.  There  are  18  burial  grounds  in 
the  town,  and  no  overseer  to  either  of  them." 

TEMPLETO.f . — 1842.    No  returns  of  births  and  deaths  for  several  years. 

Westborough. — 1843.    See  Second  Annual  Report,  p.  20. 

UpToif. — 1844.  ''  This  blank  is  filled  from  memoranda  kept  by  a  person  for  his 
curiosity.  There  has  not  been  a  death  given  to  me  to  record." — 1845.  "  There 
have  not  been  any  returns  of  marriages  or  births  made  by  the  ministers,  justices 
of  the  peace,  or  the  school  committees.    Of  course,  I  could  not  fill  the  blanks." 

Warren. — 1845.  Births. — "  It  is  impossible  to  get  the  exact  particulars  of  3 
or  4,  as  they  are  off  at  a  distance." — Marriages.  "  It  has  been  very  inconvenient 
to  obtain  the  required  information  respecting  marriages,  until  I  received  those 
blanks  from  your  office.    I  now  fill  them  out  at  the  time  of  giving  the  certificate." 

Westminster.— 1845.  "For  one,  and  in  behalf  of  others,  I  would  earnestly 
request  your  Honor  to  recommend  to  the  next  General  Court,  to  increase  the 
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town  clerk*i  fees,  or  reduce  their  duties.  You  have  stated,  in  your  circular,  that 
*  the  chief  practical  inconvenience  experienced  in  the  operation  of  the  law  is  be- 
lieved to  have  been  in  relation  to  certain  particulars  required  in  the  returns  of 
clergymen  and  others  solemnizing  marriages;'  then  you  go  on  and  suggest  that 
it  is  in  the  power  of  town  clerks  to  obviate  this  difficulty.  How  is  it  to  be  done  ? 
By  taking  the  burden  from  the  men  that  have  large  pay,  and  placing  it  on  poor 
town  clerks  that  have  but  small  pay  ?  Now,  in  all  good  conscience,  is  that  right  ? 
I  judge  from  experience,  for  I  have  had  the  satisfaction  of  serving  as  town  clerk 
for  over  thirty  years,  and  I  have  had  the  honor  of  uniting  a  number  in  marriage, 
and  I  say,  give  me  the  duty  and  fees  of  the  clergyman  rather  than  those  of  a  town 
clerk." 

WiifCHEn DON. — 1844.  ^  The  school  committee  have  not  made  returns  of  the 
number  of  births." 

No  Returns,  in  1842,  from  Dudley  and  Spencer ;  in  1843,  from  Brookfield;  in 
1844,  of  births  and  deaths  from  Winchendon ;  and  in  1845,  from  Douglas ;  of  births 
from  fForcesler,  of  births  and  marriages  from  Upton,  of  births  and  deaths  from 
fftsiboroughf  and  of  deaths  from  Blackstone  and  Winchendon, 

HAMPSHIRE  COUNTY. 

Amherst. — 1843.    See  Second  Annual  Report,  p.  21. 

BcLCHERTOwN. — 1842.  "  No  record  hitherto  kept ;  have  made  a  beginning." 
— 1845.  **  The  school  committee  refused  to  make  the  returns  according  to  law ; 
and  I  regret  that  I  am  unable  to  make  them  complete  and  full." 

CuMMiNGTON. — 1842.  "  Very  imperfect ;  great  neglect" — 1845.  "  The  return 
is  probably  nearer  complete  than  last  year,  although  it  may  be  deficient  in  some 
particulars.  I  have  endeavored  to  have  the  returns  made  to  me  comply,  as  nearly 
as  possible,  with  the  law,  but  in  many  respects  they  fall  short,  and  much  of  the 
information  in  regard  to  deaths  and  births  I  have  collected  myself." 

Easthampton. — 1843.  "  No  record  has  ever  been  kept"  See  Second  An- 
nual Report,  p.  22. — 1845.  "  There  have  been  but  three  marriages  in  this  town 
this  year.  I  have  returned  two ;  the  other  one  has  not  been  returned  to  me.  It 
is  made  the  duty  of  the  sexton  to  return  the  deaths  to  the  clerk.  We  have  no 
such  officer  in  this  town,  but  my  returns  are  probably  as  correct  as  if  we  had." 

Enfield. — 1844.    "  The  returns  of  births  very  imperfect." 

GosBEN. — 1845.  "  I  send  a  very  imperfect  return  of  marriages.  I  have  thus 
far  depended  upon  those  who  solemnize  marriages  to  furnish  the  necessary  infor- 
mation, which  they  have  neglected,  and  my  returns  will  be  unsatisfactory  to  you ; 
but  I  think,  by  making  the  necessary  inquiries  at  the  time  of  publishing,  I  shall 
hereafler  be  able  to  send  you  a  more  perfect  return." 

Granbt.— 1842.  See  First  Annual  Report,  p.  7.— 1845.  Births,  "The record 
of  the  marriages  I  have  no  doubt  is  correct ;  and  so  also,  I  believe,  is  the  record 
of  the  deaihsj  with  perhaps  the  exception  of  the  disease,  or  cause  of  death,  in 
some  cases,  for  on  that  subject  I  have  had  to  depend  usually  on  common  report 
Physicians  are  not  bound  to  make  report,  neither  are  sextons ;  but  we  have  no 
sexton  in  Granby.    There  may  also  be  some  inaccuracies  as  to  ages  in  some 
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cases,  for  where  the  person  was  bom  elsewhere,  there  is,  of  course,  no  record  to 
report  As  to  the  births^  I  am  very  confident  I  have  not  got  them  alL  Our 
school  committee  declined  having  any  thing  to  do  with  the  business,  thinking, 
perhaps,  that  it  was  not  one  of  their  appropriate  duties.  I  have  had  some  two  or 
three  births  reported  to  me  by  the  parents,  and  some  two  or  three  more  in  my 
immediate  neighborhood  I  have  obtained  by  neighborhood  inquiries ;  but  for  the 
rest,  I  have  obtained  them  from  the  physicians  by  special  inquiries  made  of  them, 
and  they  may  be  correct,  or  they  may  not  be  correct,  for  they  reported  in  part 
£rom  their  memory,  and  in  part  from  their  books.  The  law  on  this  subject,  as  it 
now  stands,  is  not  what  it  ought  to  be ;  it  will  not  accomplish  the  object,  for  full 
and  accurate  returns,  under  its  provisions,  will  never  be  obtained.  The  old  law, 
making  it  penal  on  parents,  housekeepers,  &.c.  who  shall  not  enter  for  record,  at 
the  town  clerk's  office,  the  births  and  deaths  in  their  families  as  they  shall  occur, 
has  become  obsolete,  if  it  ever  was  enforced ;  it  is  now  a  mere  dead  letter.  But 
I  believe  that,  were  that  law  re-enacted,  with  a  condition  that  all  who  complied 
with  its  provisions  within  a  given  length  of  time,  say  thirty  or  sixty  days,  or  even 
before  the  expiration  of  the  year,  should  receive  a  compensation  for  so  doing,  not 
less  than  that  now  proffered  to  school  committees,  while  those  who  neglected  it 
should  suffer  the  penalty  for  their  neglect,  and  making  it  penal  on  town  clerks 
who  should  not  prosecute  for  and  collect  the  penalties,  it  would  be  useful. 
But  the  law  should  be  printed  and  distributed,  and  posted  up  in  every  place  of 
public  resort  in  the  Commonwealth,  so  that  every  person  might  see  it  and  have 
a  knowledge  of  its  provisions.  Such  a  law,  I  think,  would  prove  efficient,  and 
accomplish  its  object  The  general  practice  under  the  old  law,  so  far  as  I  know, 
or  can  learn,  was  for  families  to  have  each  a  family  record  on  the  books  of  the 
town  where  they  lived,  where  were  recorded  all  the  births  and  deaths  of  that 
family  as  they  occurred.  For  this  service,  the  town  clerk  received  from  the  town 
a  compensation  of  eight  cents  for  each  record  so  made,  and  here  ended  all  his 
duties  on  that  subject  But  under  the  present  law,  many  new  duties  are  required 
of  him ;  many  additional  facts,  never  before  matters  of  record,  are  by  him  to  be 
looked  up  and  ascertained,  and,  when  ascertained,  entries  are  to  be  made  of  them. 
And  the  records  must  now  all  be  made  and  kept  in  quite  a  different  form  from 
what  they  formerly  were ;  and  still  the  old-fashioned  family  records  will  probably 
have  to  be  kept  up,  as  a  matter  of  special  convenience,  as  weU  to  towns  as  to 
families.  And,  lastly,  under  the  present  law,  attested  copies  of  the  whole  record 
of  births,  marriages  and  deaths  in  the  town,  for  the  year,  are  by  the  town  clerk 
annually  to  be  made  out  and  transmitted  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth,  under  a  penalty  of  ten  dollars.  Under  the  old  law,  a  fair  com- 
pensation, and  nothing  more,  was  made  to  town  clerks  for  their  services ;  but 
under  the  present  law,  while  their  services  are  more  than  tripled,  no  addition 
whatever  is  made  to  their  compensation ;  and  even  more,  a  penalty  of  ten  dollars 
is  inflicted  if  they  neglect  or  decline  doing  this  additional  work  for  nothing. 

^'  It  has  occurred  to  me  since  I  began  writing  this  note,  that  very  few  members 
of  the  legislature  who  enacted  this  law,  (a  peculiar  feature  of  which  is  the  impo- 
sition of  a  fine  for  the  non-performance  of  certain  extra  duties,  for  which,  if  per- 
formed, no  compensation  whatever  is  to  be  made,)  were  ever  totm  derka^  or  ever 
intended  to  be." 
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NoKwicH. — 1845.  ^  The  number  of  births  is.  nearly  correct,  but  the  return  is 
not  as  full  as  I  trust  it  will  hereafter  be.  The  number  of  marriages  and  deaths 
I  think  are  correct" 

Pelham — 1845.  "  There  has  been  one  other  marriage  in  this  town,  as  I  am  in- 
formed, but  the  minister,  who  lives  in  Amherst,  has  not  made  his  return  to  me. 
The  certificate  of  publishment  was  given  before  the  last  suggestion  of  yours  for 
the  clerk  to  make  the  entries  of  ages,  &c.  In  this  return,  the  place  of  marriage 
is  required,  but  as  the  register  has  not  that  on  record,  I  have  not  been  able  to  in- 
form yon  of  all.  In  regard  to  Deaths,  we  have  no  sexton  in  this  town,  and  there 
has  been  no  return  to  me  nor  to  my  predecessor,  as  appears  from  the  register." 

PuLiiiFiELD. — 1845.  Births,  "Only  two  births  have  been  reported  to  the 
town  clerk,  since  the  1st  of  March,  1844,  and  neither  of  these  by  the  school 
committee,  or  by  their  direction,  although  20  or  25  have  taken  place  since  any 
report  has  been  made  to  the  town  clerk." 

South  Hadlet.--1845.  Births.  "  The  return  made  by  the  school  committee, 
and  believed  to  be  full  and  correct,  with  the  exception  of  one  bom  in  a  family 
that  has  left  town,  which  will  make  the  whole  number  45." — Marriages.  "  In 
addition  to  the  above,  I  believe  there  was  one  marriage  solemnized  by  a  methodist 
clergyman,  which  has  not  been  returned." — Deaths,  "  No  deaths  have  been  re- 
turned to  the  clerk,  but  such  were  recorded  as  accidentally  came  to  his  |cnowledge. 
But  one  death  from  the  third  parish,  with  about  one  third  of  the  population,  is  here 
returned." 

Southampton. — 1843.    See  Second  Annual  Report,  p.  22. 

Wark.~1843.  ''No  record  of  births  and  deaths  is  kept"— 1845.  Deaths, 
**  I  cannot  fiU  this  blank,  if  I  attempted  it,  as  returns  have  not  been  made  to  me.  I 
think  the  number  will  not  vary  3  from  35." 

Westhamftoit. — 1845.  **Not  a  single  instance  of  a  birth  or  death  has  been 
returned  to  me  during  the  year.  The  facts  have  been  ascertained  wholly  by  my  own 
inquiries." 

WoRTHiifOTo.f . — 1842  and  1843.    "  No  record  is  kept  of  births  or  deaths." 

No  Returns,  in  1842,  from  J^ortmch and  Ware;  in  1843,  from  Hadky;  in  1844, 
from  PUdnJield  and  PrescoU,  and  of  births  from  Belcheriovm ;  and  in  1845  from 
PrescoU,  and  births  from  ChesUr/Uld, 

HAMPDEN  COUNTY. 

Blandford. — 1845.  "  It  is  out  of  my  power  to  ascertain  and  make  correct  re- 
turns, of  either  births,  marriages,  or  deaths,  but  you  have  them  according  to  the 
best  information  I  can  get" 

Granville. — 1845.  "I  have  tried  to  get  a  correct  record  of  deaths,  but  can 
persuade  no  one  to  make  returns.  There  is  no  sexton  in  town,  and  no  particular 
one  to  take  charge  of  burials.  There  are  7  or  8  burying-yards.  The  people  live 
scattered,  and  I  do  not  hear  of  half  .the  deaths  that  take  place." 

Ludlow. — 1845.  "  The  date  of  the  registry  is  all  the  eame.  There  has  been 
a  culpable  negligence,  on  the  part  of  those  whose  duty  it  is  by  law  to  make  the 
returns.  There  have  been  but  two  returns  of  marriages  made  according  to  law, 
and  those  by  Charles  Alden,  Esq. ;  the  rest  of  the  returns  I  have  been  obliged  to  get 
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as  I  could,  which  has  compelled  me  to  delay  sending  the  returns  to  this  late  hour. 
It  has  been  the  same  with  the  other  returns  of  births  and  deaths.  Shall  the  law 
be  strictly  enforced,  and  by  wh<»n  ? " 

MoNsoN. — 1645.  **  The  above  return  is  not  complete.  Many  of  the  sextons 
are  not  willing  to  keep  a  record  and  make  the  return  as  required.  It  seems,  from 
the  law,  that  there  is  no  penalty  if  they  do  not  discharge  their  duty  in  this  respecti 
and  they  so  understand  it." 

Pauceb. — 1842.    **  No  record  of  deaths  by  clerk  or  physician.'' 

South  WICK. — 1843.  '*  No  record  is  kept  of  births  or  deaths." — 1845.  Marriagts, 
''The  age  and  name  of  the  parents  were  not  returned,  but  I  have  ascertained,  as 
far  as  possible,  and  put  them  down." 

SpBiiropiELD. — 1843.  See  Second  Annual  Report,  pp.  8  and  23. — 1845. 
'<  The  return  of  births  and  deaths,  I  believe  to  be  nearly  correct ;  and  that  of 
marriages  far  from  it  I  return  all  to  you,  just  as  they  were  returned  to  me. 
Some  of  our  clergy,  and  justices  of  the  peace,  do  not  make  any  return  of  those 
they  marry,  therefore  I  cannot  make,  as  I  wish,  a  full  and  correct  return  to  you." 

ToLLANn. — 1845.  Marriages.  '^  One  of  our  justices  of  the  peace  has  solem- 
nized one  marriage ;  and  I  have  frequently  requested  him  to  make  returns  to  me, 
but  he  has  neglected  to  do  it  The  law  is  not  properly  understood  in  regard  to 
returns,  and  I  have  been  to  a  good  deal  of  trouble  to  make  them  understood  as 
they  are,  but  they  are  not  as  they  ought  to  be." — Deaths,  '*  We  have  no  sexton  in 
town,  and  it  devolves  on  the  clerk  to  ascertain  for  himself.  My  predecessor  did 
not  keep  a  record  of  deaths,  and  threw  it  on  me.  I  have  had  but  a  short  time  to 
ascertain  all  the  particulars  required  by  law,  but  will  endeavor  to  be  more  correct 
for  the  future." 

Westpieli). — 1842.    "  No  record  of  births  or  deaths  for  several  years." 

West  SpRiNGriELu. — 1845.  "The  Reverend  Gentlemen  do  not  make  their 
returns  as  they  should  do." 

No  RETURNS,  in  1842,  from  Granville^  Souihwick  and  Tolland;  in  1843,  from 
Palmer;  in  1844,  from  Souihwick,  and  of  births  from  Brimfidd;  and  in  1845,  from 
Russdlf  of  births  from  Holland,  of  deaths  from  Palmer,  and  of  marriages  from 
Chester, 

FRANKLIN  COUNTY. 

AsHPiEU). — 1843.  *^  No  attention  is  paid  to  making  returns  of  births  or  deaths, 
to  the  town  clerk." 

Bernardston. — 1843.  "No  attention  is  given  to  making  returns.  Town 
clerks  should  be  paid  for  making  returns." — 1845.  Births,  **The  return  was 
prepared  by  Dr.  E.  W.  Carpenter  of  this  town,  and  is,  I  believe,  very  accurate.  He 
took  great  pains  to  make  it  so,  and  exhibited  a  very  praise-worthy  desire  to  aid  me 
in  making  my  return  ftdl  and  eomplde.  If  every  town  would  be  as  thorough,  we 
should,  in  a  few  years,  have  a  very  valuable  body  of  statistical  information." 
— Marriages,  '*  The  return  I  believe  to  be  perfectly  accurate.  Our  clergymen 
have  exhibited  a  laudable  desire  to  comply  with  the  law  in  every  particular." 
—Deaths,  "  The  return  I  believe  to  be  perfectly  accurate  except  in  one  case,  where 
the  months  and  days  of  a  person's  age  could  not  be  obtained." 
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BucKLAND. — 1843.  *'  No  record  has  been  kept" — 1845.  ^  The  above  are  all  the 
returns  made,  which  are  probably  not  one-half  the  deaths,  that  have  occurred 
during  the  year.  They  are  imperfect,  and  not  made  according  to  law,  although 
often  spoken  to  on  the  subject  I  do  not  offer  this  as  a  return,  but  to  show  how 
near  our  sextons  approach  the  requirements  of  the  law." 

Charlemozvt. — 1843.  Marriages.  "  Many  marriages  are  solemnized  in  Ver- 
mont"— 1845.  *<  Some  of  our  inhabitants  have  been  married  out  of  town  during 
the  year,  so  that  no  certificates  were  returned  to  me.  In  those  cases,  T  have  made 
no  record  or  return.  The  returns  are  sjb  complete  and  perfect  as  I  could  make 
them." 

CoLERAiiTE. — 1843.  '*  No  record  of  births  and  deaths,  has  been  kept" — 1845. 
"  In  consequence  of  the  returns  being  made  at  so  late  a  date,  I  am  unable  to 
make  the  remarks  I  intended.  I  believe  they  are  made  correctly,  as  far  as 
respects  the  number  of  births,  deaths,  and  marriages,  from  the  20th  of  Aug.  1844. 
I  find  no  record  made  by  my  predecessor  in  office,  of  any  marriage  from  the  1st  of 
May,  to  the  28th  of  August,  1844;  hence  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  make  a  return 
of  the  marriages  in  that  time.  So  far  as  it  has  come  to  my  knowledge,  those  who 
solemnize  marriage,  have  been  very  punctual  in  making  returns.  I  think  there 
will  hereafter  be  no  difficulty  in  making  proper  and  correct  returns." 

CowwAT. — 1843.  One  clergyman  only  has  made  a  return  of  marriages.  But 
little  attention  has  been  given  to  the  subject  by  parents. 

Deerfield. — 1842.  Nothing  on  town  record. — 1843.  "  No  return  of  deaths 
to  the  town  clerk." 

Erving. — 1843.  "  Great  neglect  through  the  town.  No  return  of  marriages 
or  deaths,  and  only  one  birth." — 1844.  "  The  attention  of  the  minister  has  been 
twice  called  to  the  subject  by  the  town  clerk,  but  he  still  neglects  to  make  any 
return  of  marriages." — 1845.  Births,  "  The  return  was  made  by  School  Com- 
mittee."— Marriagts,  "  The  return  embraces  all  the  marriages  in  the  town  the 
past  year,  I  have  given  them  as  they  were  returned  to  me." — Deaths.  "  The  re- 
turn was  made  by  the  sexton,  and  I  think  includes  all  the  deaths.  I  will  send 
for  some  blanks,  and  endeavor  to  have  the  returns  more  perfect  hereafter." 

Gii.1*. — 1845.  "  Wishing  that  the  Registry  Laws  might  be  carried  into  practical 
operation,  and  become  as  perfect  as  may  be,  I  would  most  respectfully  suggest 
that  some  alteration  is  expedient  If  I  understand  the  law,  the  sextons  are 
directed  to  make  the  return  of  deaths  to  the  Town  Clerks,  and  that  where  no 
sextons  exist,  there  is  no  remedy.  In  the  town  of  Gill,  and  in  many  other  towns, 
there  are  no  sextons,  and  consequently  if  the  Clerks  did  not,  at  their  own  volun- 
tary expense,  procure  all  the  information  requisite  for  carrying  the  law  into  effect, 
i  t  would  not  be  done.  I  have  employed  the  School  Committee  at  my  own  expense, 
this  and  last  year,  to  procure  correct  returns  of  deaths,  when  they  returned  the 
births.  I  do  hope,  that  our  Legislature  will  either  empower  School  Committees 
to  take  and  make  returns  of  deaths,  at  the  same  time  they  make  returns  of  births, 
or  that  the  Assessors  may  be  empowered  to  make  the  return  of  births  and  deaths, 
which  T  think,  the  best  method  yet  suggested.  In  case  these  propositions  should 
be  rejected,  I  would  suggest  that  Town  Clerks  be  empowered  to  get  the  neces- 
sary information  at  the  expense  of  the  town." 
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Grecnfield. — 1845.  Births.  "  No  return  made  by  School  Committee.  The 
above  are  the  only  returns  received  by  me,  and  these  were  received  from  Dr.  E. 
W.  Carpenter,  a  physician  living  in  the  adjoining  town  of  Bemardston.'' 
—MarriageM,  "  The  number  of  marriages  has  been  about  12;  the  majority  go  out 
of  the  State  to  be  married."— ZJccrf^.  "  No  return  has  been  made  of  deaths ;  the 
number  is  supposed  to  be  about  21." 

Heath.— 1843.  See  Second  Annual  Report,  p.  23.— 1845.  "  There  has  been 
no  return  of  marriages  during  the  past  year." 

Montague.— 1843.  "  The  law  is  disregarded."— 1845.  "  There  appears  to 
be  a  great  indifference  about  collecting  and  returning  the  information  on  the 
subjects  required.  I  hope  that  another  year  will  afford  an  understanding,  that 
will  induce  more  attention,  and  that  the  fruits  may  be  better." 

NoRTHFiELD. — 1843.  "  Great  remissness  in  making  returns." — 1845.  "  There 
has  been  no  returns  of  births  or  deaths,  the  past  year." 

Orange. — 1845.  ''The  deaths  were  not  returned  until  1  had  made  out  my 
return.  The  return  is  not  what  it  ought  to  be,  but  I  think  the  sextons  will  under- 
stand their  duty  and  comply  in  future." 

RowE. — 1845.  Marriages.  "  To  account  for  the  small  number  of  marriages,  I 
can  only  refer  you  to  the  Registry  Law  of  1844,  and  to  the  map  of  the  Common- 
wealth." 

Shelburne.— 1842.  Time  for  returns  should  be  altered. — 1843.  "Until  the 
law  is  altered,  and  then  enforced  by  adequate  penalties,  the  returns  cannot  be 
relied  upon." 

Sunderland. — 1845.  Deaths.  "  The  above  are  all  that  have  been  returned  to 
me,  but  more  deaths  have  occurred  in  town." 

Warwick. — 1845.  Deaths.  "The  months  and  days  are  not  generally  re- 
turned." 

Wendell. — 1843.  The  clerk  complains  of  great  neglect  of  the  law,  and  says 
that  the  remedy  is  for  the  Legislature  "  to  cause  the  fines  to  be  collected." 

No  Returns,  in  1842,  from  Coleraine,  Heaih  and  M>r(hfUld ;  in  1843,  from 
Greenfidd;  in  1844,  from  Deerfidd;  and  in  1845,  from  Cfrnvoay^  of  births  from 
Montague^  of  marriages  from  Heath  and  Monroe,  of  births  and  deaths  from  ^orlh- 
Jidd,  and  of  deaths  from  Greenfidd. 


BERKSHIRE  COUNTY. 

Adams. — 1845.  Births.  **  I  believe  our  return  of  births  is  quite  full." — Mar- 
riages. "  You  will  perceive  that  the  return  of  marriages  is  very  few,  compared 
with  the  births  and  deaths.  The  reason  for  this  is,  that  we  are  situated  almost  on 
the  borders  of  the  States  of  New  York  and  Vermont,  and  the  largest  proportion 
go  out  of  the  State,  as  is  very  much  the  custom.  We  cannot,  therefore,  get  more 
than  one  fourth  part  of  the  marriages  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Adams." 
— Deaths.  "  I  believe  the  return  of  deaths  is  very  nearly  correct,  as  far  as  could 
be  ascertained." 
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Bbcket.— 1845.  Deaths,  "  The  return  compriflee  all  the  deaths  that  have 
occurred.  It  is  not  as  full  as  I  could  wish,  owing  to  the  neglect  of  the  sextons, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  furnish  the  necessary  information.  I  have,  however,  added  all 
the  statistics  I  was  able  to  obtain  from  other  sources." 

Ci.ARK8BUReH.^1842.  "No  birth,  death,  or  marriage  on  record."— 1845- 
"  No  deaths  returned  to  my  office.  No  marriages  in  our  town ;  they  all  go  to 
Vermont." 

Dalton.— 1842.    "  No  return  of  births  or  deaths." 

EoREMONT.— 1842.  "No  returns;  shall  comply  hereafter."— 1845.  Mar- 
riages. "  The  above  are  all  the  marriages  I  consider  returnable  according  to  the 
requisition  of  the  law,  although  others  have  occurred  among  our  citizens." 

Florida. — 1845.  "  The  School  Committee  have  made  no  return.  I  have  re- 
corded when  the  parents  have  made  application.  It  is  believed  the  whole  number 
is  nearly  correct^ ^Marriages.  "Certificates  of  the  above  were  returned,  simply 
stating  that  they  had  joined  such  persons  in  marriage,  at  such  a  time.  I  have 
filled  the  blank  as  far  as  I  could,  from  a  personal  knowledge  of  the  parties." 

Great  Barrington. — 1845.  Marriages.  "  Probably  more,  but  I  can  get  no 
returns  as  yet" 

Lee. — 1845.    Marriages.    "I  find,  from  the  record  of  publishments,  that  there 

were  14  during  the  year,  a  part  of  whom  went  to  the  state  of  New  York  to  be 

married,  and  a  part  to  other  towns  in  this  state,  where  one  of  the  parties  reside." 

Lenox. — 1842.    "  No  return  of  births  or  deaths  made." 

New  Marlboro'. — 1845.    Births.    "  There  has  been  but  a  partial  return  of 

births." — Marriages.    "  Return  not  yet  full." 

Peru. — 1844.  Births.  Good  return,  signed  by  School  Committee  and  town 
clerk. 

Sandisfield. — 1845.  "I  send  you  the  returns  with  as  much  particularity  as  I 
am  able  to  do,  under  all  the  circumstances  in  which  I  find  myself  placed.  There 
is  not,  and  never  has  been,  (judging  from  the  records,)  any  regularity  or  punc- 
tuality on  the  part  of  those  whose  duty  it  is,  and  has  been,  to  make  returns  of 
births,  marriages,  deaths,  &c.,  to  the  clerk's  office  in  this  place.  No  return  of 
births  made  from  any  source,  for  the  year  preceding  May  1st,  1845,  to  this  date. 
The  intention  of  the  several  legislative  bodies  which  have  passed  upon  this 
matter,  can  never  be.  fully  carried  out,  nor  the  expectations  of  the  country  realized, 
until  more  efficient  measures  are  put  forth  and  duly  executed.  It  strikes  me,  that 
it  should  be  made,  by  enactment,  the  special  duty  of  some  one  of  the  town 
officers  in  each  town,  to  see  that  the  present  law,  (and  other  laws  enacted,  if 
necessary,)  be  punctually  obeyed  in  this  respect,  and  that  a  sufficient  penalty  be 
attached,  to  make  said  officer  discharge  his  duties  in  the  premises." 

Savot. — 1845.  Births,  "  As  the  law  is,  it  devolves  on  the  School  Committee 
to  make  the  returns  to  the  town  clerk.  They  say  they  will  not  do  it ;  so  I  got  a 
few  births,  but  presume  not  half  that  have  occurred." — Marriages.  "  Some  more 
marriages  have  taken  place  in  this  town,  but  have  not  been  returned  to  me.  As 
there  is  no  one  to  put  the  law  in  force,  it  is  impossible  to  make  return  of  all  the 
marriages.  Some  methodist  ministers  make  no  returns  at  all  to  me." — Deaths. 
**  Some  more  deaths  have  occurred  in  town.  People  pay  but  little  attention  to 
the  law." 
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West  Stockbridge. — 1845.  "  The  retunw  are  not  perfect,  but  as  nearly  sp 
as  is  possible,  unless  the  town  clerk  will  take  upon  himself  to  discharge  all  the 
duties  in  this  behalf,  by  law,  imposed  upon  clergymen,  justices,  parents,  house- 
holders. Ate." 

WiLLiAMSTOWN. — 1845.  Deoths,  <'The  above  are  all  the  deaths  that  have 
taken  place  in  this  town  during  the  specified  time,  as  far  as  my  knowledge  ex- 
tends. It  is  not  as  perfect  as  could  be  wished.  The  sextons  have  not  been  as 
prompt  as  they  ought;  and  when  I  took  the  town  books,  in  March  last,  I  found  no 
record  of  deaths,  during  the  time  specified ;  hence  it  has  been  with  much  difiiculty, 
that  I  have  obtained  the  above.  I  have  seen  the  sextons,  and  endeavored  to  point 
out  their  duty." 

No  Returns,  in  1842,  from  ^dams,  Cheshxrt,  Hancock^  Shtffidd,  West  Stock- 
bridge,  and  Windsor;  in  1843,  from  Adams,  Cheshire,  Stockbridge,  and  Windsor; 
in  1844,  from  Adams,  Boston  Comer,  Cheshire,  and  Windsor;  and  in  1845,  from 
Boston  Comer,  Cheshire,  Mount  Washington,  and  Tyringham,  of  births,  from 
Sandi^eld,  of  marriages,  from  Dcdton  and  Hancock,  of  births  and  deaths  from 
Great  Barrington,  and  of  marriages  and  deaths  from  Clarksburg. 


NORFOLK  COUNTY. 

Canton.— 1843.  See  Second  Annual  Report,  p.  27.— 1845.  Deaihs.  "The 
return  is  believed  to  be  correct,  as  the  sexton  has  been  regular  in  making  his 
reports." 

Medwat.— 1842.    "  Only  2  deaths  and  2  births  returned  for  2  years." 

Milton. — 1843.    See  Second  Annual  Report,  p.  29. 

Stouohton. — 1845.  Births.  "The  return  of  births  was  certified  by  the 
School  Committee,  and  is  believed  to  be  correct." — Deaths.  "  No  returns  made 
by  the  sextons.  There  may  be  a  very  few  not  obtained  by  me,  but  it  is  believed 
to  be  nearly  correct." 

Weymouth. — 1845.  "The  return  of  marringes  is  not  quite  complete,  as  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that  there  has  been  some  marriages  solemnized  by  one  or 
two  individuals,  who  have  either  died  or  removed  from  the  place,  without  making 
any  return.  The  returns  that  have  been  made,  fail  in  some  of  the  required  par- 
ticulars. I  have  obtained  those  that  I  was  able  to  ascertain.  The  return  of  births 
I  believe  to  be  full  and  complete.  The  return  of  deaths  is  also  probably  complete 
in  the  number  of  the  deaths,  but  not  in  some  other  particulars.  The  sextons  in 
town,  some  of  them  wholly,  and  others  partially,  failed  in  making  the  required 
returns,  alleging  that  the  compensation  was  very  inadequate  to  the  labor  necessary. 
I  was,  in  consequence,  obliged  to  procure  other  means  of  information,  which  I 
obtained  principally  from  the  School  Committee,  who  readily  undertook  to  supply 
the  failure  of  the  sextons.  It  seems  that  it  might  be  preferable  to  make  it  the 
duty  of  the  assessors  to  collect  the  deaths,  as  they  are  now  obliged  to  the  militia, 
both  of  which  might  be  obtained  at  one  time.  I  trust  that  in  future  the  returns 
may  be  more  complete,  as  people  become  acquainted  with  the  law,  and  its  objects." 

Wrentham.    See  Second  Annual  Report,  p.  29.— 1845.    "  The  returns  are  as 
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perfect  as  the  circumstances  will  admit,  but  uot  so  perfect  as  we  hope  to  be  able 
to  make  in  future.    We  have  eight  cemeteries  in  town." 

No  Returns,  in  1842,  irom  CanUm,  MUon,  Randolph^  and  Walpoffi ;  in  1844, 
from  WidpoU ;  and  in  1845,  from  WalpoU^  and  of  deaths  from  Roxbury. 


BRISTOL  COUNTY. 

Attleborough. — 184«3.  "  Great  inattention  in  making  returns  of  births  and 
deaths." 

Berkley. — 1845.  Marriages.  "  Having  no  settled  minister,  during  the  past 
year,  the  marriages  have  been  mostly  solemnized  by  the  clergymen  of  the  adjoin- 
ing towns.    This  makes  our  return  so  small." 

Dartmouth. — 1842.    '^  No  burths  or  deaths  recorded  for  a  number  of  years." 

Fairhavln. — 1843.  *^  The  returns  are  not  made  to  the  town  clerk  in  season 
for  his  return  to  the  Secretary." — 1845.  "  The  number  of  births  has  (I  believe) 
been  correctly  returned,  as  one  member  of  the  School  Committee  took  the  whole 
burden  upon  himself,  and  performed  his  duty  faithfully,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted 
that  the  law  did  not,  at  the  same  time,  require  him  to  ascertain  the  number  of 
deaths  that  have  occurred  in  the  town  the  past  year;  for,  as  the  law  now  stands, 
(so  far  as  it  relates  to  deaths,)  it  cannot  be  complied  with  without  subjecting  the 
sextons  of  burying  grounds  to  inconveniencies  for  which  they  do  not  receive  an 
adequate  compensation.  I  have  received  returns  of  deaths  from  five  sextons,  and, 
with  one  exception,  the  year  had  closed  before  they  made  them,  and  you  will 
perceive,  by  the  returns,  that  they  were  all  recorded  at  four  different  times  only. 
Two  of  them  sent  very  imperfect  returns,  but,  where  it  has  been  practicable,  I 
have  obtained  the  information  which  they  omitted.  One  of  them  sent  in  five  that 
occurred  in  New  Bedford.  I  recorded  them,  and  copied  them  on  the  returns  now 
made  to  you  before  I  was  aware  of  the  fact ;  but  you  will  perceive  that  they  are 
not  numbered  in  the  lefl  hand  column,  nor  included  in  the  number  at  the  top  of 
the  returns.  They  oflen  have  to  attend  funerals  two  or  three  miles  from  their 
places  of  residence,  and,  generally,  do  not  get  there  until  the  services  have  com- 
menced.  Consequently,  they  have  no  opportunity  of  getting  any  information  from 
the  friends  of  the  deceased,  unless  they  visit  them  expressly  for  that  purpose. 
And,  as  there  is  no  penalty  for  refusing,  and  the  amount  allowed  them  for  their 
trouble  is  so  small,  the  prospect  seems  to  be  that  they  will  neglect  making  per- 
fect returns  unless  they  take  an  interest  in  it,  which  will  lead  them  to  make  ex- 
ertions without  the  fear  of  penalties,  or  the  hope  of  rewards.  There  are  also 
yards  in  other  towns,  near  the  line  of  this  town,  which  some  of  the  citizens  of 
this  town  use,  and  from  the  sextons  of  those  yards  no  returns  have  been  received, 
although  there  have  been  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  buried  in  them  the 
past  year.  Two  inhabitants  of  the  town  have  died  at  sea,  whose  deaths  are  not 
included  in  the  returns.  As  regards  marriages,  I  think  there  may  possibly  have 
been  four  or  five  solemnized,  of  which  no  returns  have  been  made  to  the  town 
clerk.  Persons  performing  that  duty  have  seemed  very  unwilling  to  obey  the 
law  strictly,  as  you  will  see  by  the  returns.    Some  of  them  made  none  until  the 
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close  of  the  year,  and  others  have  felt  delicate  about  asking  the  questions  which 
they  are  required  to.  But  the  last  named  objection  is  now  removed,  as  the  re- 
quired information  is  added  to  the  certificate  given  to  the  parties  to  be  married.'' 

Fall  River.— 1842.  See  First  Annual  Report,  p.  58.— 1843.  See  Second 
Annual  Report,  p.  24. — 1845.  Births.  "  There  were  4  births  reported  as  having 
occurred  in  other  towns  in  the  State  not  included  in  the  above.  The  family  now 
live  here,  and  probably  will  not  be  returned.  The  population  of  Fall  River,  in 
May,  1845,  was  10,153.  In  1844,  it  was  9,054.  Increase  in  1  year,  1,099.  Polls, 
2,724.  Children  between  4  and  16  years,  2,724.  Enrolled  in  militia,  1649.  Taxes 
voted  in  1844,  $24,000 ;  in  1845,  ^38,500^— Marriages.  «  The  imperfections  in 
the  foregoing  return  are  chargeable  to  the  persons  solemnizing  marriages.  Cir- 
culars containing  the  law,  and  also  a  '  form'  have  been  issued  by  the  town  clerk  to 
all  the  stated  clergymen  in  town.  I  am  satisfied,  in  my  own  mind,  that  this  re- 
turn does  not  comprise  one  half  of  the  marriages  which  have  been  solemnized 
during  the  year  ending  Ist  of  May,  from  the  fact  that  there  were  166  publish- 
ments during  that  period." — Deaths.  ^  From  a  glance  at  the  foregoing  return,  it 
will  be  perceived  that  one  sexton  has  been  culpably  negligent  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duty.  One  half  of  these  deaths  have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  clerk 
through  other  sources  than  that  of  the  sexton.  Due  diligence  has  been  observed 
in  giving  all  necessary  instructions  to  the  sexton  touching  the  law,  including  forms, 
but  to  little  or  no  purpose.  He  promises,  however,  to  do  better  in  future,  if  pro- 
vided with  the  blanks,  of  which  the  Secretary  of  State  has  furnished  a  specimen." 

Mansfield. — 1843.  "  No  births  or  deaths  returned  to  town  clerk." — 1845. 
Deaths.  "  I  cannot  get  a  perfect  return  from  the  sextons.  I  did  my  best  with 
them,  but  this  return  is  very  imperfect.  The  number  of  deaths  last  year,  from 
the  best  information  I  can  obtain,  was  23." 

New  Bedpord.— 1843.  See  Second  Annual  Report,  p.  26.— 1845.  "These 
returns  are  not  as  complete,  in  all  respects,  as  I  could  have  wished  them  to  be;  I 
have,  however,  endeavored  to  make  them  as  much  so  as  possible,  all  things  con- 
sidered. The  number  of  Births,  I  believe,  are  correctly  given ;  but  this  cannot 
be  said  of  either  the  marriages  or  deaths.  While  many  of  our  clergymen  here 
have  made  their  monthly  returns  promptly,  and,  I  believe,  correctly,  and  have 
manifested  a  disposition  and  a  willingness  to  render  every  aid  in  their  power  in 
this  matter,  others  have  either  wholly  or  partially  disregarded  the  law  requiring 
such  returns.  The  number  of  Marriages  returned  you  will  perceive  to  be  114, 
which  is  undoubtedly  far  short  of  the  actual  number.  The  number  who  entered 
at  this  office  their  intentions  of  marriage,  during  the  past  year,  was  187.  Now 
supposing  the  number  of  those  who  were  published  in  this  town  and  married  in 
another  to  be  equal  to  those  who  were  published  in  some  other  town,  and  mar- 
ried in  this,  and  supposing  also  that  one  tenth  of  the  whole  number  published 
remain  unmarried,  we  should  have  169  as  the  actual  number  of  marriages  during 
the  year,  which  is  most  probably  very  near  the  truth.  The  number  of  Deaths  re- 
turned will  vary  much  less,  I  think,  from  the  actual  number,  than  that  of  the  mar- 
riages. All  the  sextons  of  the  regularly  established  cemeteries  and  burying 
places  have  made  their  returns  regularly,  with  a  single  exception ;  and  this  indi- 
vidual has  pledged  himself  that,  for  the  future,  he  will  comply  with  the  law. 
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There  are,  however,  undoubtedly  many  interments  which  are  made  in  family  bury- 
ing-places,  of  which  no  returns  are  made  to  this  office.  In  conclusion,  1  would 
simply  add  that  my  best  endeavors  will  be  used  to  carry  out  the  designs  of  the 
Legislature,  in  establishing  the  law  requiring  the  aforesaid  returns." 

Norton. — 1845.  "  In  Norton,  there  are  about  20  burying  grounds,  mostly 
family  burying  grounds,  and  no  sexton  chosen  to  take  charge  of  them.  But  two 
deaths  have  been  sent  to  me  to  be  recorded  since  I  made  my  last  return.  Those 
I  have  recorded  have  come  within  my  knowledge  otherwise.  The  law  should  be 
amended  so  that  the  School  Committee,  when  they  collect  the  births,  should  col- 
lect the  deaths  also." 

Pawtuciet.— -1842.  "Physicians  from  R.  L  practise  here."— 1843.  "No 
births  or  deaths  returned  to  town  clerk." 

Ratnham. — 1845.  "  The  return  contains  all  the  marriages  sent  to  me.  It  is 
imperfect,  owing  to  deficiency  in  returns." 

Seekonk. — 1842.  "  The  clerk  has  exerted  himself  unsuccessfully." — 1843. 
^  The  deaths  estimated  at  40,  births  at  60.    Couples  published,  28." 

Westport. — 1845.  "  I  find,  by  the  town  records,  that  there  have  been  17 
publishments  posted  by  the  former  town  clerk  the  past  year,  but  through  the  neglect 
of  the  clerk,  and  those  persons  who  solemnized  the  marriages,  they  have  not  been  re- 
corded according  to  law.    But  since  I  was  chosen,  you  have  it  as  above  recorded." 

No  Returns,  in  1842,  from  FteeUnmif  Ntw  Bedford,  and  Somtrstt ;  in  1843, 
from  IVeelouon  and  Westport;  and,  in  1845,  of  marriages  from  Rehoboik;  and  of 
deaths  from  Dartmouth  and  Fawtucket. 


PLYMOUTH  COUNTY. 

DuxBURT. — 1845.  "  There  has  not  been  any  return  of  births  to  me  tlie  past 
year." 

East  Bridge  water. — 1845.  Deaths.  "  The  above  are  the  deaths  of  which 
I  have  knowledge.  It  may  be  presumed,  there  have  been  some  in  remote  parts  of 
the  town,  that  were  interred  out  of  town,  of  which  our  sextons  were  not  informed." 

Halifax. — 1845.  Deaths,  "  Some  of  the  ages  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain ; 
likewise  the  name  of  the  parents,  &c.  As  there  has  been  no  superintendant  of 
burying  grounds,  I  have  had  to  procure  them  the  best  way  I  could." 

HiNOHAM. — 1845.  *'  The  return  of  births  and  deaths,  I  believe  to  be  full  and 
complete ;  but  the  return  of  marriages  is  not  I  know  that  there  have  more 
marriages  taken  place  than  are  returned.  These  are  much  more  complete  than 
when  I  received  them,  as  I  have  taken  great  pains  to  collect  what  information  I 
could  in  relation  to  them.  I  have  delayed  the  return  in  hopes  that  further  returns 
would  be  made  from  persons  who  solemnize  marriages." 

Marshfieu). — 1843.    "  Dr. of  Hanover  has  attended  on  persons  in  this 

town,  but  refuses  to  report  the  names  of  the  disease  of  which  they  died." — 1845. 
Marriof^es.  ^  The  above  is  not  as  perfect  a  return  as  I  desired,  but  it  is  full  as  to 
the  number  married." — Birihs,  '*  The  return  is  complete  and  perfect  I  believe,  ex- 
cepting four  parents  have  not  as  yet  given  names  to  their  children.    By  direction 
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of  the  school  committee,  I  obtained  the  facts  from  actual  inquiry.  I  am  indebted 
largely  to  Dr.  Blanchard,  who  keeps  a  record  of  all  the  facts  required  by  law  of 
the  cases  he  attends." — Deaths,  "  We  have  no  sextons.  The  return  was  obtained, 
by  actual  inquiry  by  myself,  and  contains  all  the  deaths  that  have  occurred." 

North  B&idoe  water. — 1843.  "  A  true  return  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
obtain  the  information." 

Plymouth. — 1843.  See  Second  Annual  Report,  p.  31. — 1845.  "The  returns 
of  deaths  the  last  six  months  are  without  date,  they  occurred  at  'Manomet  Pond.' 
I  shall  obtain  the  dates  and  enter  them  in  my  books." 

Pltmpton.  In  this  town  the  record  has  been  kept  with  great  care,  by  Lewis 
Bradford,  town  clerk,  who  has  been  elected  annually  since  1812.  That  officer 
himself  collects  the  facts  for  his  returns,  with  a  fidelity  worthy  of  all  praise. — 
1642.  See  First  Annual  Report,  p.  56.— 1845.  Births,  "The  dates  in  the 
column,  headed  '  when  registered,'  were  made  in  a  minute-book  at  the  time  the 
town  clerk,  as  one  of  the  school  committee,  called  on  the  parents  to  take  account 
of  the  births  of  their  children,  &c.,  and  afterwards  entered  on  the  records.  There 
was  no  illegitimate  birth,  nor  any  birt^i  of  a  colored  person." — Deaths,  "The 
town  clerk  of  Plympton  took  a  full  account  of  the  deaths  and  funerals  in  Plympton 
in  a  private  journal  he  kept  for  that  purpose,  and  near  the  time  they  occurred 
and  at  times  afterwards  entered  the  deaths  in  the  town  records.  That  journal 
contains  many  particulars  which  are  not  registered  in  this  record.  The  following 
is  taken  from  one  of  the  statistical  tables  kept  in  the  town  records  of  Plympton, 
by  the  present  town  clerk,  showing  the  number  of  deaths  in  each  month  during  33 
years,  from  Jan.  1, 1812  to  Jan.  1,  1845 : — 

In  January,  46.      In  April,  39.     In  July,    29.     In  October,     50. 
February,  35.  May,  48.  Aug.,  42.  November,  31. 

March,     56.  June,  32.  Sept,  49.  December,  37. 

Total,  -  -  494. 
During  the  33  years,  every  birth,  marriage,  and  death  in  Plympton,  has  been  re- 
corded in  the  town  records.  The  population  of  Plympton  in  1840,  according  to 
the  U.  S.  census,  was  835 ;  according  to  the  State  census  of  that  year  861 ;  The 
births  during  the  33  years  have  been  761 ;  males  409,  females  352 ;  excess  of  males 
57.  During  the  same  time,  the  deaths  have  been  494 ;  males  242,  females  252 ; 
excess  of  males  10.  More  males  than  females  move  from  Plympton.  The  ages 
of  the  242  males  averaged  40  years,  6  months,  and  7  days.  Of  the  252  females 
41  years,  6  months,  and  16  days.    Of  the  494  of  both  sexes,  41  years  and  15  days." 

Rochester. — 1842.    No  returns,  but  thinks  they  may  be  complete  next  year. 

West  Bridge  water. — 1843.  See  Second  Annual  Report,  p.  30. — 1845.  "  As 
I  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  visiting  every  section  of  this  town  myself,  to 
obtain  the  information  for  my  record,  the  enclosed  returns  are  believed  to  be  per- 
fect. I  have  not  had  a  return  of  a  single  birth  or  death  made  me,  for  the  year  past 
The  clergy  too,  have  generally  been  equally  remiss  in  their  duty.  The  most  of 
them,  who  have  pretended  to  make  any  sort  of  returns,  have  barely  given  the 
names  of  the  parties,  the  date  and  place  of  marriage,  and  their  own  names.  The 
age,  condition,  occupation,  place  of  residence,  and  the  names  of  the  parents,  have 
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been  left  for  me  to  ascertain  elsewhere.  I  think  if  the  whole  duty  were  to  devolve 
on  the  town  and  city  clerks,  we  should  have  a  more  perfect  registration  throughout 
the  State.    The  truth  is,  there  are  too  many  charged  with  the  business." 

No  RETmiNs,  in  1842,  from  Bridgetoater,  and  Plymouth;  in  1843,  from  Hanson  ; 
in  1844,  from  Hinson,  MiddUboroiigh,  and  RockesUr;  and  in  1845,  from  Hanaony 
and  MlddUborough,  of  births  from  Duxbury,  and  of  births  and  deaths  from  Ming" 
ion,   RockesUr,  received  too  late  for  the  abstract. 


BARNSTABLE  COUNTY. 

Baktt STABLE. — 1845.  **  In  relation  to  the  return  of  marriages,  I  would  say  that 
there  seems  to  bo,  on  the  part  of  many  clergymen  in  town,  a  very  great  unwil- 
lingness to  comply  fully  with  the  requirements  of  the  law ;  they  consider  that  it 
imposes  a  burthen  upon  them  which  will  benefit  no  one.  The  return  of  births  is 
very  incomplete,  it  being  of  only  such  as  [  have  learned  from  personal  inquiry,  the 
school  committee  having  made  no  return.  The  return  of  deaths  composes  only 
such  as  I  have  from  actual  inquiry  learned;  there  have  probably  others  occurred 
in  the  town  within  the  last  year." 

Chatham. — 1845.  Birlha.  ^*  There  has  been  no  returns  of  births  .made  to  me 
during  the  year  from  any  source." — DicUhs.  "  There  are  no  sextons  in  this  place, 
consequently  I  have  obtained  the  information  from  different  individuals,  generally 
from  those  that  were  connected  with  the  deceased ;  it  is  probably  correct." 

DcivNis. — 1843.  "It  is  customary  for  ihe  town  clerk  to  go  through  the  town 
and  collect  the  information  himself." 

Eastham. — 1843.  "The  registration  laws  are  so  vague  and  loose  that  our 
citizens  have  been  in  the  habit  of  disobeying  them  altogether.  I  have  applied 
personally  for  the  information  this  year,  expecting  our  next  legislature  will  alter 
and  amend  the  laws."  1845. — "  The  record  of  deaths  is  correct,  as  I  obtained  tlie 
information  from  personal  inquiry,  but  the  record  of  births  is  not  full  as  regards 
particulara,  having  had  no  returns  from  the  school  committee.  The  marriages 
solemnized  by  Rev.  H.  H.  Smith,  are,  I  presume,  correct,  but  the  few  others 
were  solemnized  by  clergymen  out  of  town." 

Harwich. — 184.5.  Marriagra.  "Five  persons  have  solemnized  marriages  in 
Harwich  last  year,  though  but  one  of  them  has  made  the  return  as  prescribed  by 
law.  I  have,  however,  ascertained  the  ages,  names  of  parents,  &c.  which  I  be- 
lieve is,  with  few  exceptions,  correct" — Deaths,  "  The  return  is  as  nearly  correct 
as  possible,  yet  there  may  be  a  few  omitted,  though  I  have  gone  through  ihe  town 
to  ascertain  every  one,  if  possible. 

Wellpleet. — 1843.  "Physicians  should  be  compelled  to  make  returns  of 
deaths,  and  causes  of  death." 

No  Returns,  in  1842  received  from  Bamstabh  and  Bnwster;  in  1843,  from 
Tmro ;  and  in  1845,  from  Dennis. 
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DUKES  COUNTY. 

EsGARTOWN. — 1845.  "  I  have  procured  every  item  of  information,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  two  or  three  relating  to  marriages.  Clergymen  are  not  particular  in 
their  returns  to  me ;  frequently  handing  in  the  certificate  which  I  gave  of  the 
publishment  of  the  couple,  without  the  dale  of  the  marriage,  age  of  the  parties, 
residence  of  parents  or  oven  their  own  signature ;  and  this  has  been  the  case 
ailer  I  have  read  the  law  respecting  their  duty,  to  them.  In  the  case  of  deaths, 
our  sexton  has  not  made  return  of  a  solitary  item  during  the  year,  laying  the 
whole  burthen  upon  myself,  all  of  which  I  have  endeavored  to  perform ;  but  have 
not  been  able  to  make  my  returns  to  you,  so  complete  as  I  could  have  wished." 

NANTUCKET  COUNTY. 

Nantucket. — 1843.  ''  The  return  I  believe  to  be  a  correct  liat,  as  near  as  I 
can  collect  them,  from  physicians  and  sextons." 
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Table  I.  1.    Abstract  of  the  Returns  of  the  Births, 
in  the  several  Counties,  for  each  month  of  the  year  ending  April  30,  1846. 
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Table  I.  2.    Births  ;  Plurality  Cases. 


Sex. 

COUNTIES. 

MOVTH. 

1 

s 

s 

i 

I 

B 

(S 

S 

1  Hampden. 
Franklin. 

i 
1 

Norfolk. 
Bristol. 
Plymou'h. 
1  Barnstable. 

Z    Total. 

May, 

Male,    . 

2 

2 

. 

• 

2     2     2.        1    . 

.      .         11 

Female, 

, 

2 

, 

,       , 

..21. 

.      .           5 

Not  stated,     . 

2 

, 

, 

,       ^ 

, 

•       •       .       • 

.      .           2 

June, 

Male,    . 

, 

2 

1 

1    . 

4    .      .      . 

.      .           8 

Female, 

. 

, 

1 

1    . 

•      •      •      • 

.      .           2 

Not  stated,     . 

. 

^ 

• 

•      •           • 

July, 

Male,    . 

1 

6 

\ 

. 

. 

2    .         11 

Female, 

1 

4 

2    . 

.       2    '.      . 

.      .          9 

Not  stated,     . 

• 

, 

• 

,       , 

• 

•      •      •      • 

•           •                      • 

August,    . 

Male,    . 

1 

3 

3 

,       , 

2 

12.7 

•    .      .         19 

Female, 

9 

\      1 

1 

2    . 

12.. 

.      .         10 

Not  suted,     . 

^ 

• 

•      .      .      • 

•      .           • 

September, 

Male,    . 

C 

;     . 

• 

1       . 

1    .       2    . 

.      .         12 

Female, 

€ 

)     . 

, 

1       . 

1    .       2   . 

.      .         12 

Not  slated,     . 

• 

• 

•       • 

•           .            .           . 

.      •           • 

October,  . 

Male,    . 

2 

2 

2 

2    *1 

.      .          9 

Female, 

, 

, 

3.1.1.1. 

.      .          3 

Not  sUted,     . 

. 

, 

•            •            .           . 

,                     , 

November, 

Male,    . 

2 

1 

• 

2 

14.1 

.           .                  11 

Female, 

6 

1 

• 

2 ; 

2 

12,] 

.      .         15 

Not  stated,     . 

• 

,              , 

, 

•           •           .           • 

. 

December, 

Male,    . 

, 

( 

I      4 

• 

, 

•           •           .           • 

.      .           6 

Female, 

, 

< 

2      2 

, 

, 

4    .      .      , 

.      .           8 

Not  suted,     . 

. 

•        • 

, 

, 

.      .      .      . 

.      •           • 

January,  . 

Male,    . 

7 

.       2 

1 

2 

.       2 

2   .      .      . 

.      .         16 

Female, 

1 

( 

2       . 

1 

2 

.       2 

•           *           .           • 

.      .           8 

Not  suted,     . 

, 

•        • 

, 

, 

.           , 

.      .           • 

February, 

Male,    . 

1 

1       3 

, 

•      • 

•             .              .             a 

.      .          8 

Female, 

1 

2      3 

, 

4 

,      . 

•              •              . 

2   .     .         12 

Not  suted,     . 

, 

•       • 

. 

, 

,              . 

March,     . 

Male,    . 

5 

3       1 

• 

^      , 

•              •              •             . 

!     *.          8 

Female, 

1 

1 

2 

•      • 

.      .      *2 

.      .          6 

Not  stated,     . 

• 

,        , 

, 

, 

•      •      • 

>          .           .                     * 

April,       . 

Male,    . 

2 

1 

, 

1    a 

2     1     3 

.      .      .         13 

Female, 

2 

4      1 

• 

1    s 

.       1     1 

.     .      .         13 

Not  stated,     . 

• 

• 

• 

.    • 

•           •           • 

.     .      . 

Total,       . 

Male,    . 

2:1 

1 

8     25 

7 

4, 

7    IS 

13     7     6 

3      2   .       132 

Female, 

H 

2 

2     15 

f 

8 

7    IC 

7     9     6 

3     .      .       103 

Not  suted,     . 

, 

2       . 

, 

, 

•      • 

•      •      . 

.      .      .          2 

Month  not 

Male,    . 

, 

1 

, 

• 

,      , 

, 

.      .      .          1 

suted. 

Female, 

, 

1       2 

, 

, 

, 

, 

.      .      .          8 

Not  sUted,     . 

• 

•        « 

• 

• 

•      • 

•      •      . 

.      .      . 

Grand  total 

>         •        • 

34 

1 

4     42 

IS 

I  12 

14  "i 

I  20   16   121 

i      2  .       241 

*  A  triplet  ease  in  Harwicb. 
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Tablb  U.  1.    Abstkact  of  the  Returns  of  Marriages, 
in  the  several  Counties,  for  each  month  of  the  year  ending  April  30,  1845. 


COUVTIXS. 

i 

9 

< 

i 

1 

5 

o 

1 

•-» 

£ 

1 

% 

Month 

not 
stated. 

Total. 

Essex,  . 

63 

51 

43 

42 

63 

82 

110 

89 

68 

49 

39 

50 

3 

758 

Middlesex,     . 

126 

74 

71 

80 

105 

126 

139 

94 

109 

66 

46 

127 

5 

1168 

Worcester,     . 

92 

64 

34 

38 

79 

85 

98 

60 

50 

37 

48 

108 

• 

793 

Hampshire,.  • 

26 

11 

5 

4 

24 

29 

29 

16 

18 

10 

8 

18 

1 

199 

Hampden, 

29 

11 

10 

16 

15 

20 

17 

15 

20 

13 

14 

12 

1 

193 

Franklin, 

11 

10 

12 

9 

19 

13 

24 

9 

16 

6 

12 

9 

1 

151 

Berkshire, 

10 

7 

6 

7 

9 

27 

10 

9 

15 

8 

10 

13 

1 

132 

Norfolk, 

29 

20 

20 

24 

44 

49 

49 

31 

23 

25 

52 

. 

404 

Bristol, . 

38 

28 

37 

36 

46 

42 

39 

33 

27 

26 

28 

1 

419 

Plymouth,       . 

19 

23 

14 

16 

31 

35 

41 

33 

24 

10 

14 

24 

4 

288 

Barnstable,     . 

.   13 

7 

7 

7 

6 

21 

49 

38 

20 

14 

13 

23 

4 

222 

Dukes,  • 

. 

4 

• 

1 

1 

3 

4 

5 

2 

2 

2 

. 

• 

24 

Nantucket,     . 

6 

7 

7 

9 

7 

7 

11 

8 

8 

5 

5 

10 

. 

90 

Total, 

4G5 

336 

263 

286 

419 

538 

629 

464 

414 

270 

262 

474 

21 

4841 

.      ■  ;■■ 
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Table  II.  2.    Condition8  and  Ages  of  Parties  to  Marriages, 
for  the  year  ending  April  30,  1845. 


(1.) 

BETWEEN  BACHELORS  AND  MAID& 

M 

AGE  OF  THE  WOMEN. 

fl 

■«  a 

It 

S| 

To- 

AGE OF  THE  MEI 

'•  t 

.  • 

_• 

• 

_• 

alt 

tal. 

a 

^ 

•Si 

9' 

^ 

s 

S 

S 

^ 

R 

'si 

•I'bS 

1 

O 

2 
3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

8 

0 

2 

2 

s 

**    (IB 

Condi 
age 
not  a 

Under  20,     . 

.      3:3 

19       1 

, 

• 

. 

1 

, 

54 

20  to  25, 

.    443 

758,  100 

■5 

2 

, 

, 

17 

1 

1326 

25  to  30, 

.     184 

524  217 

23 

4 

, 

, 

10 

962 

30  to  35,       , 

24 

96     89 

26 

8 

3 

1 

5 

252 

85  to  40, 

4 

21 

32 

17 

2 

4 

1 

1 

82 

40  to  45, 

2 

2 

5 

5 

1 

2 

17 

45  to  50,       , 

1 

1 

3 

3 

8 

50  to  55, 

1 

1 

2 

5 

55  to  <K), 

, 

, 

60  to  05, 

> 

65  to  70, 

70  to  75, 

^ 

75  to  80, 

, 

Age  of  men  not  stat 

.1     14 

21 

9 

'2 

1 

* 

7J 

i9 

3 

769 

Condition  and  age 

1  • 

1 

2 

12 

15 

cf  men  not  stated. 

• 

• 

• 

Total, 

.     704 

1444 

457 

81 

17 

15 

2 

1 

• 

765 

4 

3490 

(2.)    BETWEEN  BACHELORS  AND  WIDOWS. 


Under  90, 
20  to  25, 
25  to  30, 
30  to  35, 
35  to  40, 
40  to  45, 
45  to  50, 
50  to  55, 
65  to  60, 
60  to  65, 
65  to  70, 
70  to  75, 
75  to  80, 
Age  of  men  not  stat'd 
Condition  and  age  ^ 
of  men  not  stated,  \ 

Total,     . 


10 
7 
2 

1 
2 


22 


20 


13 


10 


20 

7 


31 
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Conditions  and  Aobs,  &c. — Coniinued. 
(a)    BETWEEN  WIDOWERS  AND  MAIDa 


AGE  OF  THE  WOMEN. 

AGE  OF  THE  MEN 

1 

0 

i 

Si 
s 

2 

9 

s 

9 

2 

9 

3 
9 

13 
5 

2 

4 

0 

i 

s 
S 

1^- 

Condition     and 
age  of  women 
not  stated. 

To- 
tal. 

Under  20,     , 
20  to  25, 
25  to  30, 
90  to  35,       . 
35  to  40, 
40  to  45,       . 
45  to  50, 
50  to  55, 
55  to  60, 
60  to  65, 
65  to  70, 
70  to  75, 
75  to  80, 
A|^e  of  men  n 
Condition  an^ 
of  men  not  8t 

[>t8tat'd 
I  age? 
ated,  J 

• 
5 
9 
4 
2 

1 

1 

I     '2 

• 

'7 

33 

21 

11 

5 

2 

*4 

• 

is 

26 

28 

15 

3 

3 

1 

• 
• 

'2 

• 

6 

21 

12 

20 

G 

2 

1 

2 

1 
1 

• 

• 
'9 

7 

13 
11 

8 
3 

• 

• 
2 

*1 

• 

*8 
11 
5 
3 
6 

'2 

'1 

5 

3 

1 
1 
1 
1 

• 
• 

• 

*1 
2 

1 

1 
3 

• 

• 

2 
1 

; 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

J 

84 

• 

8 

13 

62 

82 

63 

64 

44 

23 

11 

12 

3 

9 

2 

102 

• 

Total,    , 

• 

24 

83 

91 

72 

53 

36 

14 

8 

6 

1 

iM 

8 

490 

(4.)    BETWEEN  WIDOWERS  AND  WIDOWS. 


Under  20,     . 

• 

• 

20  to  25,       . 

I       . 

1 

• 

, 

, 

• 

3 

25to30,       . 

i      2 

4 

2 

1 

• 

• 

12 

90  to  35, 

1 

8 

1 

1 

• 

, 

11 

35  to  40, 

I      3 

4 

3 

2 

, 

, 

14 

40  to  45, 

2 

5 

7 

4 

2 

2 

• 

• 

23 

45  to  50, 

3 

2 

6 

9 

3 

,      , 

• 

• 

23 

50  to  55, 

• 

5 

7 

4 

2 

1 

• 

19 

55  to  60, 

3 

2 

3 

2 

3 

3 

1 

, 

17 

eo  to  65,       . 

3 

1 

6 

2 

3 

1 

• 

16 

65  to  70, 

2 

1 

3 

3 

, 

1 

10 

70  to  75, 

• 

• 

, 

1 

2 

1 

5 

75  to  80, 

, 

« 

•      « 

1 

« 

1 

Ageofmennotstat'd 

, 

1 

, 

, 

• 

39 

40 

Condition  and  agei 
of  men  not  stated,  \ 

' 

• 

• 

• 

Total,    . 

r     12 

27 

29 

30 

19 

12     ] 

11 

5 

2 

40 

194 
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Conditions  and  Ages,  &g. — Continued. 
(5.)    CONDITION  OP  PARTIES  NOT  STATED. 


AGE  OF  THE  WOMEN. 

ToTAt 

or  Mar. 

8 

1 

s 

8 

3 

2 
8 

2 

4 
3 

9 

5 

s 

2 

s 

2 

8 

s 
3 

Condition  &  age 
of  men  Sl  wom- 
en not  stated. 

To- 

TAL. 

~2 

30 
34 

10 
7 
2 
3 

1 
1 

• 

1 
463 

554 

RIAOU. 

AGE  OF  THE  MEN. 

1 

1 

Under  20,    . 

20  to  25,      . 

25  to  30,      . 

30  to  35,      . 

35  to  40,      . 

40  to  45,      . 

45  to  50,      . 

50  to  55,      . 

55  to  60,      . 

60  to  65,      . 

65  to  70,      . 

70  to  75,      . 

75  to  80,      . 

Age  of  men  not ) 
stated,        .         S 

Condition  and  age") 
of  men  &  women  > 
not  stated,           J 

*6 
3 

1 

20 

J8 

(I 

1 

1 

'3 

9 

I 
5 

"2 

• 

1 

1 

l 

1 
1 

■ 
1 

• 

• 

i 

• 
• 

"1 

1 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

2 

• 
4 

• 

463 

56 

I3d$» 

I0!I3 

371 

175 

115 

85 

48 

31 

29 

13 

14 

3 

1419 
484] 

738 

1587 

602 

201 

117 

92 

43 

23 

18 

C 

3 

. 
1411 

Total,  . 

10 

46 

H' 

5 

1 

2 

• 

• 

• 

• 

6 

463 

4841 

NOTE. 

These  tables,  in  relation  to  marriage,  are  read  as  follows : — Pint  TaUe,  443  men,  be- 
tween the  ages  of  20  and  25,  were  married  to  women  under  20 ;  2  women,  between  35  and 
40,  were  married  to  men  between  20  and  25 ;  or  4  men  between  35  and  40,  were  married 
to  women  under  20. — Second  Table.  2  men,  between  20  and  25,  were  married  to  widows 
between  40  and  45 ;  or  1  man,  between  25  and  30,  to  a  widow,  65  to  70.— TAirrf  Table. 
5  widowers,  between  20  and  25,  were  married  to  women  under  20,  who  had  not  before 
been  married,  and  1,  between  55  and  60,  to  a  woman  under  20,  &c.  d&c.  The  other  tables 
in  a  similar  manner. 
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Old  Age,    -       -        . 

Oyaries,  Disease  of,   - 
Paralysis,  - 
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Poisoned,  - 
Porpora,    -       .       - 
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Table  III.    2.  Classification  of  Causes  of  Death  in  the  sev- 
eral Counties, 
for  the  year  ending  April  30,  1845. 


1.    ZiMOTic  Diseases;  or, 
Epidemic,  Endemic,  and 
CoifTAeious  Diseases. 

, 

ig 

1 
1 
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X 
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1 

1 

^ 

•5 
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Barnstable. 
Nantucket  Sl  Dukes. 

To- 
tals. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1] 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

Cholera, 

Cholera  Infantom, 
Croup, 
DiarrhoBa,    . 
Dysentery,  . 
Erysipelas, . 
Fever  Intermittent, 
Fever  Remittent, . 
Fever  Typhus,     . 
Hooping-cough,  . 
Influenza,    . 
Measles,      . 
Scarlatina,  . 
Small  Pox,  . 
Syphilis, 
Thrush, 

• 

LALOR 

6 
24 
75 

3 
15 
19 

1 

125 

5 

1 

17 
82 

1 

12 
50 
36 
4 
25 
12 

139 

21 

2 

14 

58 
1 
2 

7 
14 
67 

50 
33 

146 
14 

• 

2 
107 
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1 
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'7 

13 
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i9 
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i3 
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11 

*7 
16 

45 
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20 
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• 
'8 
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59 
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41 
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1 
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13 
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34 
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15 
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1 

77 

28 

• 
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4 

24 

29 
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■ 
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67 
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18 
3 
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28 
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1|  • 
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34   . 
2   . 

•      • 

45 

1  111 

0  261 
7       24 
3     200 

111 

3 

6 

7     772 

68 

2  16 

1  44 
538 

5 
3 
1 

17 
IS 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 

Touls, 

2.    Diseases  of  < 
UrrcERTAm 

Abscess,      . 

Atrophy,      . 

Cancer, 

Debility,      . 

Dropsy, 

Gout, 

Hemorrhaj|e, 

Infantile  Diseases 

Inflammation, 

Malformation, 

Mortification, 

Scrofula, 

Sudden  Deaths,   . 

Tumor, 

jENE] 

Seat 

374 
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18 
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70 
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4 
70 
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7 

10 
• 
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376 
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100 
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24 
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44 
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2 
85 
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72 
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116 
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3 
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17 
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16 
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1 
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124 
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15 
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12 
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*7 
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10 

i8 
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28 
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26 

42 

12 

31 
32 
33 

Totals, 

3.    Diseases  op  the  Ner- 
vous System. 

Apoplexy,  •        .        .        . 
Cephalitis,  .         .         .         . 
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13 
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38 
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51 
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Causbs  of  Death  in  the  several  Cotjnties. — Continued. 


DiflSABEfl  or  TBS  Nke- 
Y0U8  QmoLr^ConUnutd. 
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Conyulsioiu, 

Delirium  TremenSi 

Epilepsy,     . 

Hydrocephalus, 

Insanity, 

Paralysis,    . 

Tetanus,     . 

Brain,  &c..  Disease  of, . 

Totals,  •         •        • 

4.    Diseases  of  the  Respi- 
EATORT  Organs. 

Asthma, 

Bronchitis,  • 

Consumption, 

Hydrothorax, 

Laryngitis,  . 

Pleurisy,     . 

Pneumonia, 

Quinsy, 

Longs,  &c..  Disease  of. 
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Aneurism,  .        •        •        . 

Pericarditis, 

Heart,  &c..  Disease  of. 

Totals, 

6.    Diseases  of  the  Diges- 
tive Orgazts. 
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Ascites, 
Colic, 

Dyspepsia,  . 
Enteritis,  . 
Gastritis,  • 
Hernia, 

Intussusception, 
Peritonitis,  . 
Teething,    • 
Ulceration, . 
Womis, 
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Causes  of  Death  in  the  sbyeiial  Counties. — Continued. 
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6.    Diseases  of  the  Disest- 
HTE  OaoANS.— *Conf»nt4edL 
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66  Pancreas,  Disease  of,    . 

67  Hepatitis,    .... 

68  Jaundice,    .... 
69,  Liver,  Disease  of, 

70  Spleen,  Disease  of, 
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Totals, 
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7.    Diseases  of   the  Uei- 
ifAET  OaeiziB. 
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Diabetes,    .... 
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Grave],       .... 
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Kidneys,  &c.,  Disease  of, 
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1 
1 

1 

• 

1 

1 

• 

1 
2 

'1 

• 

1 

• 

"1 

1 

1 
'1 

7 
5 
9 
8 

8 

4 

7 

8 

1 

2 

4 

. 

1 

1 

2 

2 

. 

32 

8.    Diseases  of  the  Oroans 
OF  Geneeation. 

76 

77 

Childbirth,  .... 
Paerperal  Fever,  . 
Paramenia, .... 
Organs,  &c..  Disease  of. 

Totals, 

6 
5 

• 

1 

1 

8 

• 

'3 

4 
3 

2 

6 

7 
5 

• 

1 
8 

1 

• 
2 

1 

4 

• 

2 
*1 

1 
1 

4 

63 
35 

'  8 

11 

20 

11 

7 

8 

12 

10 

3 

4 

3 

2 

4 

85 

9.    Diseases  of  the  Oeoans 
OF  Locomotion. 

80 
81 
82 
83 

Rheumatism, 
Joints,  &c.,  Disease  of. 
Hip,  Disease  of,  . 
Spine,  Disease  of, 

Totals, 

4 

1 
3 

3 

1 

7 

2 

• 

1 

• 

1 

2 

. 

2 

1 
1 

1 

• 

1 
1 

. 

2 

• 

1 

• 

17 
1 
2 

U 

7 

11 

2 

2 

4 

2 

1 

2 

. 

2 

1 

. 

34 

10.    Diseases   of   the   In- 

TSeUMENTAET  StSTEX. 

84 
85 
86 
87 

Fistala,       .... 
Ulcers,       .... 
Purpura,      .... 
Skin,  dLc,  Disease  of,  . 

Totals, 

1 
2 

1 

'2 

1 

1 

• 
• 

• 

. 

'2 

• 

1 

a 

3 

3 

• 

• 

1 
10 

4 

a 

4 

3 

1 

• 

• 

2 

. 

1 

3 

3; 

• 

. 

17 
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Continued 

r 

• 

^ 

1 

1 

1 

X 

i 
1 

i 
1 
i 

i, 

^ 

1 

1 

i 

i 
& 

1 

a 

1 

88 

11.    OFOij>AeE, 

65 

78 

78 

22  33 

39 

18  42 

43  48j  25|  13 

504 

12.    Of  Exte&nai.  Causes. 

89 

Barns  and  Scalds, 

4 

3 

4 

2'    5 

, 

3    4 

2 

2 

3 

1 

33 

90!  Casualties,  . 

9 

18 

16 

7  10 

8 

4     4,    3|    2 

2 

J 

84 

92 

Drowned,    . 

27 

17 

8 

2     2 

9 

2     9 

2 

8 

31 

2 

114 

94 

Fractures,   . 

, 

• 

2 

•  1  • 

, 

1 

• 

• 

• 

, 

3 

99 

Intemperance, 

5 

3 

6 

2   . 

, 

1 

3 

3 

, 

, 

23 

103' Poisoned,    . 

• 

4 

• 

, 

, 

1 

• 

, 

4 

1 

, 

10 

105!  SuffocatioD, 

• 

3 

, 

, 

1 

, 

, 

. 

21  . 

^ 

6 

106 

Saicide, 

4 

4 

7 

2    2 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

2 

29 

Totals, 

49 

52 

43 

15  20 

1 

19 

13 

21 

19 

9 

38 

4 

302 

108 

13.    Causes  not  Specified, 

69 

56 

66 

66  62 

19 

17 

48 

97 

22 

26 

24 

572 

109 

14.    Stillborit, 

15 

14 

5 

.       2 

7 

3 

17 

4 

1 

• 

5 

73 

Totals, 

• 

1504 

1506 

1527 

509395 

1 

488 

331 

657719 

484 

408 

18718715 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


NOTES.  53 


NOTES  TO  THE  ABSTRACTS  OP  DISEASES. 

It  has  been  considered  desirable  to  institute,  as  far  as  we  can  from  the  retoms, 
a  comparison  of  the  prevalence  of  particular  diseases,  in  the  same  districts,  for 
different  years.  Boston  having  made  no  returns  of  deaths  for  the  last  two  years 
specified,  it  would  give  a  very  inaccurate  view  of  the  subject  to  include  the  returns 
for  that  city  in  the  first  two,  especially  as  one  of  these  does  not  cover  the  same 
period  as  the  other  returns.  The  County  of  Suffolk  is  therefore  excluded  in  the 
several  abstractB  of  deaths. 

In  the  Tables  for  1845,  the  Alphabetical  Abstract  contains  the  names  of  the 
diseases,  generally,  as  they  appear  in  the  returns.  In  the  Classified  Abstract, 
they  are  arranged  afler  the  plan  of  the  Registrar  General  of  Births,  Marriages  and 
Deaths  in  England,  with  some  alterations,  which  circumstances  in  this  country 
seemed  to  dictate.  They  are  numbered  for  the  purpose  of  convenient  reference, 
and  each  class  is  arranged  alphabetically.  The  numbers  in  parentheses  in  the 
following  notes  are  references  to  the  heads,  under  which  diseases  aro  arranged 
in  the  Classified  Abstract  Those  who  may  wish  for  a  more  particular  sub-division 
of  the  diseases  for  1845,  or  the  age  or  month  of  the  year  in  which  they  occurred, 
may  consult  the  Alphabetical  Abstract. 

NOTES.— 1845. 

ZimoHe  DUeases,  Under  Cholera  (1)  are  included  99  cases  of  Cholera  Morbus. 
Under  Fever  Remittent  (8)  are  included  7  cases  of  Yellow  Fever.  Under  Fever 
Typhus  (9)  are  included  245  cases  of  Fever,  7  of  Tjrphoid,  and  3  of  Congestive. 
Under  Scarlatina  (13)  are  included  161  cases  of  Canker,  I  of  Disease  of  the 
Throat,  and  5  of  Throat  Distemper.  Under  Small  Pox  (14)  are  included  3  cases 
of  Chicken  Pox,  and  1  of  Varioloid. 

DiMeases  of  Uncertain  or  General  SeaL  Under  Hemorrhage  (23)  are  included 
7  cases  of  Hemoptysis,  5  of  Hematemesis,  4  of  Rupture,  and  1  of  Epistaxis.  Un- 
der Malformation  (26)  is  included  1  case  of  Anus  Imperforatus.  Under  Scrofula 
(28)  are  included  2  cases  of  Rachites.  Under  Brain,  &c.,  Disease  of  (41)  are 
included  7  cases  of  Neuralgia,  4  of  Congestion,  2  of  Concussion,  and  1  of  Tic 
Doloreux. 

DiseoHS  of  the  Btgpiraiory  Organs.  Under  Bronchitis  (43)  are  included  5  cases 
of  Catarrh.  Under  Pneumonia  (48)  are  included  256  cases  of  Lung  Fever. 
Under  Lungs,  &c..  Disease  of  (50)  are  included  2  Congestion  of  the  Lungs. 

Dmates  of  Uu  Organs  of  CSrcukdion.  Under  Heart,  &c..  Disease  of  (53)  are 
included  4  cases  of  Anemia,  and  3  of  Angina  Pectoris. 

Dmases  of  Uu  Digestive  Organs.  Under  Colic  (55)  are  included  24  cases  of 
Constipation  of  the  Bowels.  Under  Enteritis  (57)  are  included  89  cases  of  Inflam- 
mation of  the  Bowels,  and  29  of  Bilious  Fever.  Under  Organs,  &c..  Disease 
of  (65)  are  included  187  cases  of  Disease  of  the  Bowels,  2  of  Disease  of  the 
Stomach,  and  4  of  Disease  of  the  Tongue. 

Diseases  of  ihe  Urinary  Organs.  Under  Kidneys,  &c.,  Disease  of  (75)  are  in- 
cluded 1  case  of  Fistula  of  the  Urethra,  and  1  of  Disease  of  the  Kidneys. 
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Diteates  of  the  Organs  of  Cknendum.  Under  Organs,  &c,  Diflease  of  (79) 
are  included  5  cases  of  Strangftuy,  2  of  Disease  of  Ovaries,  and  1  of  Disease  of 
the  ProsUte  Gland. 

Diseate  of  the  Organs  of  LocomoHon.  Under  Joints,  &c.,  Disease  of  (81)  is 
included  1  case  of  Disease  of  the  Bones. 

Diaeasts  tf  the  Integumentary  System.  Under  Purpura  (86)  are  included 
3  cases  of  Scurvy.  Under  Skin,  &c.,  Disease  of  (87)  are  included  I  case  of 
Psoriasis,  and  1  of  Carbuncle. 
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Table  III.    3.  Abstract  of  Returns  of  Causes  of  Deaths 
in  the  four  years  1842,  1843,  1844,  and  1845. 


4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 


17 

18 
19 
20 
21 


Causxb  op  Dbath. 


All  Causes, 


7496890582508715 


Specified  Caases,  .        •        •        . 

Zimotic  Diseases ;  or,  Epidemic,  En- 
demic, and  Contajfious  Diseases. 

Sporadic  Disk  asks. 
Of  Uncertain  or  General  Seat, 
Of  the  Nervous  System, 
Of  the  Respiratory  Organs,     . 
Of  the  Organs  of  Circulation, 
Of  the  Digestive  Organs, 
Of  the  Urinaiy  Organs, 
Of  the  Organs  of  ueneration. 
Of  the  Organs  of  Locomotion, 
Of  the  Integumentary  System, 
Of  Old  Age,         .         .         .         . 
Of  External  Caases,      .        .        . 


61497177 


Totals, , 


Cholera, 

Cholera  Infantum, 
Croup, 

Diarrhcea,     . 
Dysentery,    • 
Erysipelas,   . 
Fever  Intermittent, 
Fever  Remittent,  • 
Fever  Typhus, 
Hooping  Cough,    . 
Influenza,     . 
Measles, 
Scarlatina,    . 
Small  Poz,   . 


Syphilis, 
Thrush, 


Totals, 


Abscess, 

Atrophy, 

Cancer, 

Debility, 

Dropsy, 


184S. 


1626 


458 

548 


19592047 


119 

257 

24 

81 

42 

9 

652 

374 


6149 


20 

98 
129 

27 
213 

31 


541 
43 
29 
86 

396 
13 


1626 

12 

85 


1843. 


1844. 


70768070 


1854 


892 
676 


20362542 


123 

537 

32 

119 

39 

14 

673 

271 


7177 


7070 


28 

92 

115 

25 

274 

128 


515 

61 

8 

30 

561 

12 

1 

4 


1854 


9 

50 

94 

25 

144  1701  163 


9 
45 

•83 
20 


1627 


2208 


1150 
631 


141 

433 

32 

68 

34 

12 

631 

281 


28 

87 

122 

30 

120 

104 

2 
634 
60 
68 
32 
328 
11 


1845. 


794 


136 

517 

32 

95 

34 

17 

504 

302 


8070 


45 

111 

261 

24 

200 

111 

3 

6 

772 

68 

16 

44 

538 

5 

3 

1 


16272208 


To  10,000  Dbaths  bt  all  Spsc 
iFiSD  Causes,  tuxbx  wbbb  iv 


1842.      1843.      1844.      184A. 


10,000 


2644 


745 

891 

3186 

194 

418 

39 

132 

68 

15 

1060 

608 


10,000 


33 

159 
210 

44 
346 

50 


880 

70 

47 

140 

644 

21 


,1 

99 

15 

181 


2644 


20 

i38 

39 

234 


10,000 


2583 


1243 

942 

2852 

171 

748 

45 

166 

54 

20 

798 

378 


10,000 


39 
128 
160 

35 
382 
178 


718 

85 

11 

42 

781 

17 

1 

6 


2583 


12 
64 

116 
28 

237 


10,000 


2299 


1625 

892 

2878 

199 

612 

45 

96 

48 

17 

892 

897 


10,000 


40 
123 
172 

42 
170 
147 

'  3 
896 
85 
96 
45 
463 
16 


2299 


13 

71 

133 

35 


10,000 


2736 


1103 

984 

3150 

168 

641 

40 

118 

42 

21 

624 

374 


10,000 


56 

138 

323 

30 

248 

137 

4 

7 

957 

84 

20 

54 

667 

6 

4 

1 


2730 


4 
22 

12£ 
19 

224 
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Causes  of  Death. 


1842. 


1843. 


18i4w 


1845. 


To  10,000  Deaths  bt  all  Spb«- 

IFIBD  CaUSSB,  there  WERE  IN 


1842.   1843.   1844.   1845. 


Gout,   . 

Hemorrhage, 

iDfaDtile  Diseases, 

loflamination, 

Malformation, 

MortiBcation, 

Scrofula, 

Sudden  Deaths,     • 

Tumor, 


Totals, 


Apoplexjr,     . 

Cephalitis,    • 

Chorea,        •        •         • 

Convulsions, 

Delirium  Tremens, 

Epilepsy, 

Hydrocephalus, 

Insanity, 

Paralysis, 

Tetanus, 

Brain,  &c..  Disease  of,  . 


Totals, 


Asthma, 

Bronchitis,    . 

Consumption, 

Hydrothorax, 

Laryngitis,   . 

Pleurisy, 

Pneumonia,  . 

Quinsy, 

Lungs,  &rC^  Disease  of, 


Totals, 


Aneurism, 

Pericarditis, 

Heart,  &c..  Disease  of. 


Totals, 


Ascites, 
Colic,  . 
Dyspepsia, 
Enteritis, 


1 

29 

88 

1 

8 

21 

23 

5 

17 


2 
26  20 


408 
21 
5 
33 
31 
28 
13 


458  892 


84 


121 

io 

112 

23 

112 

7 

8 


548 


6 
21 


15301607 


28 
1 

36 

331 

3 

3 


1 
li8 


119 


22 
3 


663 
35 

4 
25 
27 
27 

6 


5 

28 

450 

6 

4 

26 

42 

12 


2 

47 

143 

2 
13 
34 
37 

8 
28 


36 

568 
29 
7 
46 
43 
39 
18 


3 

28 

987 

49 

6 
35 
38 
88 

9 


101 
93 

157 

i2 
129 

18 
134 

2 

80 


676 


7 
16 


28 

2 

34 

348 

5 


] 
122 


123 


1150 


82 

92 

3 

130 

i5 
129 

10 
111 

3 

56 


631 


4 

15 

1634 

16 

2 

25 

337 

8 


1959204720862542 


2 
139 


141 


28  15 


14 

189 


6 
116 


82 

94 

2 

204 

13 

7 

189 

12 

117 

5 

69 


794 


9 

12 

2072 

49 

5 

20 

850 

11 

14 


3 

13 

120 


136 


34 

12 

145 


745 


137 

112 

3 

197 

'l6 

182 

38 

182 

11 

13 


1243 


141 

130 

219 

'l7 
179 

25 

187 

3 

41 


1625 


116 

130 

4 

184 

*22 

182 
14 

157 

4 

79 


891 


10 

34 

2488 

45 

2 

69 

538 

5 

5 


942 


10 

22 

2239 

39 

3 

47 

485 

7 


892 


6 

21 

2809 

28 

3 

36 

476 

4 


8186 

2 
192 


2852 


1 
170 


2878 


8 

i96 


194 


171 


199 


86 

5 

138 


20 
268 


21 

8 

165 


6 

35 

558 

7 

5 

32 

52 

'l5 


1102 


101 

116 

3 

254 

16 

9 

234 

15 

145 

6 

85 


984 


11 

15 

2567 

61 

6 

25 

484 

14 

17 


3150 


4 

16 

148 


168 


42 

15 

179 
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Causbs  of  Deaths. — Continued. 


CAU8V8  OF  DXATH. 


184S. 


1843. 


1844. 


To  10,000  Deaths  bt  all  Spxc- 
iFiBD  Causes  thbrx  wbks  in 


1846. 


1842.       1843.       1844.      1845. 


56 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
€7 
68 
69 
70 


71 
72 
73 
74 
75 


76 
77 

78 
79 


60 
81 
82 
83 


84 


Gastritis, 

Hernia,        •  « 

Intussusception,    • 

Peritonitis,   .         .         « 

Teething,     . 

Ulceration,   • 

Worms, 

Organs,  d&c*.  Disease  of. 

Pancreas,  Disease  of,     • 

Hepatitis,     • 

Jaandice, 

Liver,  Disease  of,  • 

Spleen,  Disease  of. 


Totals, 


Diabetes, 

Cystitis, 

Gravel,         •         •      •  • 

Nephritis,     • 

Kidneys,  itc^  Disease  of, 


Totals, 


8 
Childbirth,    • 
Puerperal  Fever,  •        • 
Paramenia,  • 
Organs,  &c.,  Disease  of. 


Totals, 


9 


Rhenmatisni, 
Jointi,  &c^  Disease  of. 
Hip,  Disease  of,    • 
Spine,  Disease  of, . 


Totals, 


10 


Fistula, 
851  Ulcers, 
S6  Purpora, 
87  Skin,  &c^  Disease  of. 


Totals, 


88 


11 
Old  Ager-Totals, 

8 


7 

9 

14 

12 


13 

3 

32 


16 
15 
20 
14 
25 
32 
5 
131 


16 
19 
17 
16 
24 
23 
4 
139 


11 

5 

12 
31 

io 

194 


11 
14 
23 
20 

21 
5 


22 
21 
28 
20 
35 
45 
7 
182 


27 
12 

20 
1 


3 

16 
29 


4 

7 

27 


12 
51 


44 

20 

33 

2 


4 
22 

40 


257 


8 

3 

12 

6 


537 


9 

6 

11 

6 


433 


7 

5 

11 

9 


517 


418 


5 
5 

19 

10 


748 


13 

9 

15 

8 


24 


45 

28 
1 
7 


32 


55 
52 

1 
11 


32 


30 

33 

1 

4 


32 


52 
35 


73 

46 

2 

11 


45 


77 

73 

1 

15 


81 


119 


16  20 


2 
24 


4 
15 


68 


14| 

1 
19 


95 


17 

1 

2 

14 


132 

26 
*  3 


166 


28 

*  6 

20 


49 


34 


84 


1 

10 
4 
2 


54 


11 

9 


14 


12 


652  573  631 


17 


504 


15 


1060 


20 


798 


22 

28 
24 
23 
34 
32 
6 
196 


6 
10 
37 


612 


10 

7 

15 

13 


45 


42 

47 

1 

6 


96 


90 

"  1 
27 


48 


19 

4 
•1 


17 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


68 


FOURTH  REGISTRATION  REPORT. 


Causes  of  Deaths. — CotUinued. 


Causes  of  Death. 


184S. 


1843. 


1844. 


1346. 


To  10;000  Deaths  btall  Spec- 
ified Causes,  there  were  ui 


1842.      1843.       1844.      1845. 


89 

90 

91 

92 

98 

94 

95 

96 

97 

98 

99 

100 

101 

102 

103 

104 

105 

106 

107 


106 
109 


12 

Burns  and  Scalds, 
Casualties, . 
Drinking  Cold  Water, 
Drowned,    . 
Executed,  . 
Fractures,  . 
Frozen, 
Glanders,    • 
Hydrophobia, 
Homicide,  . 
Intemperance, 
Lightning, . 
Malpractice, 
Necusia,     •         • 
Poisoned,   • 
Starvation,  • 
Suffocation, 
Suicide, 
Wounds,     . 


Totals, 

13 
Causes  not  specified, 

14 

Stillborn,    . 


31 


28 
91 


22 
81 


33 

84 


50 
112 


152 


64 


88   114 


247 


3 

76 


5 
47 


5 

40 


37 


28 


32 


374 

1347 

42 


271 

1128 

38 


281 


3 


23 


5 
124 


10 

6 
29 


60 


302      606 


1174  572 


49 


127 


31 
115 


124 


7 

66 


7 
57 


45 


378 


2191     1572 


73        68 


397 
1658 


53 


41 
104 


141 
'  4 


29 


12 

'  7 
36 


374 
709 


69        90 


NOTE. 

The  number  of  the  stiUbomy  in  1845,  is  stated  above  to  be  73,  while  in  the  table  on  the 
opposite  page  il  is  102.  The  cause  of  this  disagreement  is  that  the  first  number  (73)  ^ras 
abstracted  from  the  returns  of  the  deaths ;  and  the  second  (102)  from  the  returns  of  the  births. 
The  stillborn  should  always  be  fully  reported,  both  among  the  births  and  deaths ;  but,  having 
.never  lived  as  separate,  independent  persons,  they  should  be  excluded  in  numbering  the 
deaths.  This  has  been  done  in  all  the  calculations  in  these  tables.  The  previous  page  (55) 
was  printed  by  mistake  with  8715,  as  the  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes,  when  it  should 
have  been  8642,  the  number  after  excluding  the  73  stillbom.  A  deduction  of  572  for  causes 
not  specified,  leaves  8070,  as  the  number  of  deaths  for  specified  causes,  and  this  was  the 
basis  of  the  calculations. 
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Table  IU.    4.  Stillborn  Cases. 


Sxx. 

COUNTIES. 

Mouth. 

J 

1 

1 

ft 

1 

.8 

o 

^ 

1 

s 

1 

i 

Total. 

(3 

i 

1 

»     n 

Pfii 

m 

K 

flQ 

S 

_ 

z. 

May,         . 

Male,      . 
Female,  . 
Not  stated, 

1 

• 

2 

i 

1 

2 

1 

6 
1 
2 

Jane, 

Male,      . 
Female,  . 
Not  stated, 

i 

'.     i 

3 

1 
2 

July,        . 

Male,      . 
Female,  . 
Not  stated, 

i 

1 
1 

• 

3 

7 

1 
2 

August,    . 

Male,      . 
Female,  . 
Not  stated, 

• 

• 

2 

• 
• 

i 

5 
3 
1 

Male,      . 
Female,  . 
Not  stated, 

i 

i 

• 
• 

2 

1 
2 

October,  • 

Male,      . 
Female,  . 
Not  stated, 

• 

i 

2 

2 
2 

3 
3 
2 

November, 

Male,      . 
Female,  . 
Not  stated. 

• 
• 

i 

i 

1 
2 
3 

December, 

Male,      . 
Female,  . 
Not  stated, 

i 

• 

i 

1 
1 

• 

January,  . 

Male,      . 
Female,  . 
Not  stated, 

i 

■ 

• 

3 

• 

2 

• 
3 

Febroaiy, 

Male,      . 
Female,  . 
Not  stated, 

■ 

1 

i 

•  • 

4 

March, 

Male,      . 
Female,  . 
Not  stated, 

• 
• 
• 

i 

2 

• 

i 

1 

2 

4 

• 

April,       - 

Male, 
Female,  . 
Not  stated, 

• 
• 
• 

■ 
1 

2 

1 

i 

5 
3 

1 

Total,       . 

Male,      . 

5 

4 

6 

4 

~r 

"^ 

• 

1 

"1 

39 

Female,  . 

• 

9 

8 

!     i 

1 

, 

, 

1 

1 

, 

33 

Not  stated, 

4 

8 

1 

1 

• 

• 

• 

1 

• 

• 

16 

Month  not 

Male,      . 

• 

2 

•     • 

• 

. 

, 

• 

, 

• 

3 

stated, 

Female,  . 

, 

, 

2 

, 

• 

. 

• 

• 

, 

. 

3 

Not  stated. 

5 

• 

1 

2       . 

• 

2 

• 

3 

• 

• 

SO 

Grand  total, 

•         • 

14 

21 

20 

2      2 

5 

6 

17 

4 

5 

2 

"1 

• 

103 
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Table  IV.     Facts  illustrating  the  Influence  of  Occupa- 
tion ON  Longevity, 

Showing  the  number,  and  the  aggregate  and  aiferage  ages  of  individuals 
differently  employed^  abstracted  from  the  returns. 

[NoTX.    la  1845,  ao  person  under  20  years  of  age  is  melade^  in  this  abstract.    It  b  supposed  that  oceapa- 
tions  have  no  particular  influence  before  that  time.] 


1842. 

1843. 

1844. 

1845. 

OcCUPATIOffS. 

h 

2 

h 

1 

1* 

h 

1 

|i 

h 

Clergymen,         ... 

Lawyers,    .... 

Physicians, 

Professors, 

Scholars,    .... 

Teachers,  •        •        .        . 

U 

12 

7 

is 

9 

55 
56 
61 

30 
38 

2S 

5 
25 

• 
7 
16 

55 
53 
57 

24 
37 

16 
7 

27 
2 

14 

14 

935 
311 
1464 
75 
291 
473 

51.96 
44.92 
54.25 
37.50 
20.79 
33.78 

11 

7 

20 
• 
3 
21 

555 

346 

1132 

>0 
626 

50.00 
49.4tl 
56.60 

23.33 
29.85 

Total, 

Booksellers, 

Gentlemen, 

Merchants, 

Tradeis,     •        •        .        • 

54 

'5 
39 
34 

• 

• 

47 
50 
45 

75 

1 

7 

41 

44 

• 

25 

58 
49 
56 

82 

2 
12 
59 

2 

3549 

63 
925 

3019 
49 

43.28 

31.50 
77.14 
51.17 

24.50 

62 

1 

34 

2724 

26 

613 

2304 

1460 

43.93 

26.00 
68.11 
50.08 
42.94 

Total, 

Fannera,     .... 

Clerks,       .... 

Public  Officers,   . 

EnffiDeere,  .... 

Innkeepers, 

Stage  Drivers,     . 

Drover,       .... 

Wharfinger, 

78 

660 

26 

I 

. 
66 

38 

50 
35 
51 
45 

• 

93 

706 

13 
9 

• 
5 

1 
1 

• 

66 

31 
54 

31 
25 
55 

• 

75 
663 

11 

8 

• 
6 

• 

4056 

42,447 

270 
461 

286 

54.08 

64.02 

24.54 
57.63 

47!79 

• 

90 

645 

11 
6 
2 

8 
4 

1 
3 

4403 

39,869 

402 
338 

63 
393 
147 

20 
181 

48.92 

61.64 

36.54 
56.33 
31.50 
49.12 
36.75 
20.00 
60.33 

Total, 

Bakers,       .... 

Basket-maker, 

Blacksmiths, 

Block-makers, 

Bookbindeis, 

Bmdirmakers,     • 

Butchers,    .... 

Cabinet-makers,  . 

Card-makers, 

Carpenters, 

CauLkers  and  Gravers, 

Chair-makers,                      ^ 

41 
9 

. 

34 

•    ■ 
. 

*6 
14 

. 

95 

. 

42 

• 

57 

• 

39 

38 
62 

29 
5 

35 

* 

4 
1 
3 
7 
3 
99 
3 
1 

53 

• 

59 

31 
25 
62 
41 
65 
48 
58 
75 

25 

6 
4 

1 
31 

• 
. 

'5 

11 

1 

76 

1 

3 

1017 

343 
236 

69 
1550 

. 
» 

22s 

499 
53 

3908 

62 

122 

40.68 

57.19 

59.03 
69.05 
50.00 

. 
. 

45!oe 
45.54 
53.00 

51.42 
62.00 
40.66 

35 

4 

1 

45 

2 

1 
1 
6 

13 
1 

79 
2 

. 

1544 

191 
24 

2346 

131 

29 

39 

320 

642 

31 

4129 

145 

44.11 

47.75 
24.00 

52!  13 
65.50 
29.00 
39.00 
53.33 
49.38 
31.00 
52.26 
72.50 
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Influbncb  of  Occupation,  Ac. — Continued 


1843. 

184a 

1844. 

1845. 

OCCVPATIOIIS. 

1 

1^ 

1 

1^ 

& 

1^ 

1* 

1 

1^ 

1* 

Gigar-nttkersy      . 

. 

1 

35 

4 

136 

34.00 

2 

60 

30.00 

Clock-niaken, 

. 

, 

5 

49 

1 

46 

46.00 

• 

• 

• 

CkAhiers,    .... 

. 

• 

1 

45 

2 

143 

71.50 

. 

• 

. 

Comb-makers,     . 

• 

, 

• 

. 

3 

161 

53.66 

. 

• 

• 

Confectioners,      . 

, 

, 

2 

55 

• 

. 

. 

1 

51 

51.00 

CooperB,     .         .         •         • 

9 

52 

18 

59 

14 

705 

50.39 

13 

843 

64.76 

Camera,     •        •        .        • 

13 

50 

12 

51 

4 

223 

55.77 

2 

54 

27.00 

Cntlere,      .        •        .        • 

. 

, 

1 

24 

24.00 

2 

111 

55.50 

Distiller,     .... 

, 

. 

. 

• 

• 

, 

1 

51 

51.00 

Farnacemen, 

. 

, 

1 

25 

4 

158 

39.71 

1 

32 

32.00 

Gas-preparer, 
Grave-digger, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

1 
1 

25 

61 

25.00 
61.00 

• 

• 

Gonamith,  .        •        .        • 

^ 

, 

, 

, 

1 

30 

30.00 

, 

. 

. 

Hamess-makerS)  . 

3 

61 

4 

27 

2 

114 

57.00 

7 

340 

48.57 

Hatters,      .... 

5 

67 

4 

40 

5 

255 

51.11 

5 

348 

69.60 

Jewellera,  •        .        •        . 

• 

2 

25 

3 

92 

30.66 

5 

240 

48.00 

Last-makers, 

• 

, 

• 

, 

2 

68 

34.00 

. 

. 

Leather-dressers, 

. 

2 

50 

8 

395 

49.47 

. 

. 

Machinists, 

14 

46 

8 

46 

6 

170 

28.37 

13 

437 

33.61 

Iffanufactorera,    • 

26 

85 

2 

50 

4 

149 

37.28 

31 

133^ 

43.00 

Masons,      .... 

20 

41 

21 

54 

14 

(m 

43.10 

21 

1182 

56.28 

Mast-maker, 

, 

. 

1 

75 

75.00 

, 

. 

Mechanics, 

29 

46 

28 

4S 

16 

722 

45,17 

9 

406 

45.11 

MiUera,      .... 

4 

47 

10 

51 

4 

240 

60.00 

5 

242 

48.40 

Millwrights, 

2 

65 

1 

26 

26.00 

. 

• 

Nailers,      .... 

1 

55 

2 

37 

18.70 

4 

i53 

38.24 

Oil  mana&ctorer. 

a 

• 

1 

43 

43.00 

. 

. 

Operatives, 

, 

. 

9 

266 

38.41 

• 

. 

Painters,     .        •        •        • 

12 

41 

8 

42 

21 

869 

41.40 

10 

411 

41.10 

Paper-makers,     . 

3 

41 

1 

35 

4 

177 

44.25 

3 

124 

41.33 

Pianoforte-maker, 

, 

. 

, 

• 

. 

. 

• 

1 

24 

24.00 

Pocketbook-maker, 

, 

. 

. 

. 

a 

1 

69 

69.00 

Printers,     .... 

5 

37 

5 

31 

4 

207 

51.75 

4 

118 

29.50 

Pamp-makers,      . 

. 

1 

35 

1 

48 

48.00 

• 

. 

Razorstrop-maker, 
Rope-makers, 

. 

• 

1 

7 

65 
56 

1 
4 

47 

47.00 
39!l8 

1 
2 

*53 

90 

53.'00 
45.00 

Sail-makers, 

3 

45 

2 

60 

2 

140 

70.00 

. 

. 

Salt  manufacturers. 

, 

, 

. 

2 

109 

54.89 

• 

• 

Shipwrights,        ... 
Sboe-m&era, 

2 

70 

19 

66 

10 

648 

64.85 

5 

290 

58.00 

104 

46 

113 

48 

110 

4395 

39.95 

134 

5596 

41.76 

Stablera,     .... 

5 

27 

4 

33 

3 

83 

27.66 

3 

158 

39.50 

Stone-cutters, 

8 

49 

5 

45 

6 

390 

65.00 

10 

416 

41.61 

Tailors,      .         •         •        . 

10 

54 

10 

47 

12 

534 

46.56 

12 

600 

50.oa 

Tallow-chandlers, 

. 

^  . 

4 

65 

1 

53 

53.00 

• 

• 

Telescope-maker, 

• 

• 

. 

. 

1 

25 

25.00 

• 

• 

Tin-men,    .        •        .        • 

^ 

25 

2 

21 

1 

19 

19.00 

. 

Victnallera, 

5 

51 

3 

68 

2 

104 

52.47 

a 

140 

46.6(1 

Wheelwrights,    . 

12 

56 

11 

56 

12 

515 

42.75 

6 

192 

32.0C 

Wood-tnmers,     . 

• 

• 

1 

45 

1 

34 

34.00 

1 

1       56 

56.01 
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1843. 

1843. 

1844. 

1845. 

Occupations. 

1 

-<* 

1 

!^ 

1 

i. 

1^ 

ss 

fc 

h 

Wool-dyers, 
Wool-sorters, 

. 

. 

1 
1 

35 
45 

1 

42 

• 

42.00 

1 

2 

55 

96 

55.00 

48.00 

Total, 

Male  Domestics, 

Laborers,    .... 

Teamsters, 

452 

198 
2 

49 
45 

484 

171 

8 

. 

51 
41 

452 

20 
158 

4 

20,629 

1129 

8034 

153 

45.63 

56.47 
50.85 
38.41 

477 

208 
11 

32,398 

10,358 
332 

46.96 

49^79 
90.18 

Total, 

Fish-dealer, 

Fishermen, 

Freighters, 

Pilots,         .... 

Seamen,      •         •         .         • 

Ship-masters, 

Shoremen,  .... 

195 

is 

'3 

176 

• 

. 

49 

55 

39 

• 

179 

• 
8 

• 

199 

• 

44 

• 

43 

182 

1 

13 

3 

1 

129 

11 

4 

9316 

68 
528 
117 

74 

4746 

693 

274 

51.18 

68.00 
40.66 
39.16 
74.00 
37.02 
63  06 
68.70 

219 

i4 

• 

131 

• 

10,690 

580 

• 

5626 

48.81 
41.'43 
42!94 

• 
• 

Total, 

Paupers,     .... 
Insane,       .... 

192 
15 

56 

207 
32 

• 
71 

162 

31 

4 

6500 

2270 
212 

40.12 

73.25 

53.00 

145 
5 

6206 

408 

• 

42.80 
81.60 

Total, 

Femalxs. 
Domestics, 
Dress-makers, 
Housekeepers,     . 
Ladies,       .         •         •         . 
Milliners,   .         •         •         . 
Nurses,       .... 
Operatives, 
Seamstresses, 
Shoe-binders, 
Straw-braiders,    . 
Tailoresses, 
Washerwoman,    . 

15 

• 
• 

• 
• 
• 

32 

• 
• 

35 

. 
3 

. 

1 

• 
'2 

2 
7 

1 

2482 

'77 

• 

ill 

61 

• 

'59 

48 

288 

80 

70.91 

25!66 

. 

37!00 
61.00 

29!50 
24.12 
41.23 
80.00 

5 

8 

11 

179 

3 

2 

2 

27 

9 

3 

4 

16 

408 

466 
338 
8888 
212 
53 
106 
779 
464 
115 
140 
654 

81.60 

55.75 
30.72 
49.61 
70.66 
26.50 
53.00 
21.44 
44.88 
38.33 
35.50 
40.87 
• 

Total, 

. 

• 

. 

. 

19 

724 

38.36 

264 

12,215 

46.32 
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RECAPITULATION. 


1842. 

184a 

1844. 

1845. 

OCCVPATIOHS. 

a 

. 

1 

H 

& 

^ 

1 

h 

i 

1 

H 

1 

l| 

2 

K 

^ 

<^ 

<}« 

z. 

-<" 

<'* 

Pn^esBional  men,   • 

54 

75 

82 

3,549 

43.28 

62 

2,724 

43.93 

Merchftnts,    • 

78 

93 

75 

4,056 

54.08 

90 

4,403 

48.92 

AgriculturifltB, 

660 

706 

663 

42,447 

64.02 

645 

39,869 

61.81 

Public  Officers, 

41 

29 

25 

1,017 

40.68 

35 

1,544 

44.11 

Mechanics,    . 

452 

484 

452 

20,629 

45.63 

477 

22,398 

46.96 

195 

179 

182 

9,316 

51.18 

219 

10,690 

48.81 

Seamen, 

192 

207 

162 

6,500 

40.12 

145 

6,206 

42.80 

Panpere, 

15 

32 

35 

2,482 

70.91 

5 

408 

81.60 

Females, 

• 

• 

19 

729 

38.36 

264 

12,215 

46.32 

Total  and  averagp 

es,     . 

1687 

1805 

1695 

90,725 

53.54 

1942 

100,457 

51.72 
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Table  V.    Facts  illustrating  the  iNFLfJENCE  of  Domestic 
Condition  on  Lonoeyity, 

Showing,  for  each  Counti/,  the  number  and  aggregate  age  of  all  in  the 
Returns  over  20  years  old,  whose  condition  is  specified. 


MALES. 

FEBIALEd. 

Unmarrixd. 

Marrixd. 

Wioowxrs. 

Uhmarrixd. 

Marrixd. 

Widows. 

COVBTIM. 

1 

1^ 

1 

li 

1 

\i 

SC 

k 

2 

1* 

1 

1^ 

Berkshire,      . 

12 

469 

63 

3198 

8 

597 

39 

850 

eu 

2572 

30 

2224 

Franklin,        • 

10 

248 

56 

2781 

10 

761 

22 

743 

62 

2640 

20 

1546 

Hampshire,    . 

27 

829 

42 

2164 

11 

766 

16 

634 

67 

2939 

89 

2515 

Hampden, 

22 

658 

72 

3906 

6 

425 

17 

560 

62 

2771 

3C 

2107 

Worcester,     . 

6d 

2210 

177 

9577 

33 

2388 

70 

3001 

107 

8791 

118 

8168 

Middlesex,     . 

57 

1939 

171 

8899 

22 

1352 

131 

10,285 

179 

7565 

69 

6600 

Essex,   .        . 

47 

1697 

159 

7810 

23 

1714 

63 

2945 

153 

6929 

14S 

10,342 

Norfolk, 

26 

890 

63 

3358 

12 

884 

14 

730 

59 

2616 

35 

2515 

Plymoath, 

21 

1014 

63 

3770 

14 

1099 

24 

1335 

68 

3428 

29 

2172 

Bristol,  . 

32 

1378 

84 

4670 

15 

1119 

27 

1302 

84 

3403 

50 

3550 

Banwtable,     . 

17 

491 

49 

2512 

7 

484 

11 

461 

45 

1877 

31 

2270 

Dukes  dtNant 

10 

326 

17 

968 

1 

82 

9 

546 

15 

803 

19 

1335 

Total, 

344 

12,149 

1016 

53,613 

162 

11,671 

424 

23,392 

963 

46,334 

606 

45,384 

Average  age, 

• 

35.29 

• 

52.76 

• 

72.04 

• 

55.16 

• 

48.11 

. 

74.88 
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LETTER    TO    THE    SECRETARY 


LEMUEL  SHATTUCK,  ESQ. 


Boston,  December  12, 1845. 
Hon.  JoHir  G.  PALrwET, 

Seerdary  qf  ike  ComnumwedUh. 

Sir: — ^Agreeably  to  your  request,  and  as  far  as  other  special  engagements 
would  permit,  I  have  examined  the  returns  made  under  the  Registiy  Latr  of  this 
State,  and  the  tables  abstracted  from  them,  and  proceed  to  give  you  the  results  of 
this  examination.  I  had  the  honor,  on  the  13th  December,  1843,  to  address  a 
letter  to  John  A.  BoUes,  Esq.,  your  predecessor  in  office,  in  which  I  alluded 
to  the  defects  of  the  then  existing  laws  on  the  subject,  and  the  almost  entire 
neglect  of  registration  by  all  classes  of  people.  I  pointed  out  some  of  the 
objects  to  be  gained  by  a  new  and  more  efficient  system ;  and  at  the  close  of  the 
letter  submitted  a  plan,  accompanied  by  forms  and  instructions,  for  canying  such 
a  system  into  successful  operation.  This  communication  was  published  in  the 
Second  Annual  Registration  Report  Since  that  time,  a  new  act  on  the  subject 
has  been  passed,  and  my  plan,  in  relation  to  the  Registry  Books  for  the  towns, 
has  been  generally  carried  into  operation.  With  a  slight  modification  of  the 
entries  in  the  Register  for  marriages,  which  the  Registrar  may  easily  make, 
these  books  are  all  that  may  be  desired  for  the  most  efficient  system.  Without  a 
proper  and  uniform  plan  for  making  the  original  records,  no  general  results 
can  be  deduced  from  the  facts  they  contain,  which  would  be  of  much  value. 
Here  then  one  of  the  first  and  most  important  objects' in  this  matter  has  been 
attained.  In  the  notes  accompanying  the  returns  this  year,  some  town  clerks 
allude  to  the  additional  labor  which  these  fonns  require,  but  generally  the  plao 
is  regarded  with  increasing  favor,  and  a  firmer  conviction  of  its  importance; 
and  should  proper  blanks  be  used,  and  a  suitable  compensation  be  allowed,  the 
labor  would  be  comparatively  trifling,  and  the  system  would  soon  become  very^ 
popular. 

The  law  is,  however,  very  imperfect  in  the  means  it  proposes  for  obtaining  the* 
facts  to  be  recorded;  and  for  this  reason  it  has  Jailed  to  be  useful  in  many  towna. 
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,Thifl  is  an  important  part  of  its  operations.  I  stated,  in  my  letter  of  1843,  above 
alladed  to,  that  *'  the  experience  of  every  government,  where  systems  of  regis- 
tration have  been  adopted,  shows  that  it  must  be  made  the  special  daty  of  some 
individuals  to  collect  the  facts,  and  furnish  them  to  the  proper  officer.  To  leave 
this  to  the  voluntary  action  of  any  one  in  the  community,  fails  of  producing 
those  full  and  accurate  returns,  which  are  essential  to  render  the  record  valuable. 
It  is  also  bad  policy  to  exact  a  fee  of  the  connexions  or  friends  of  those  whose 
births  or  deaths  are  recorded,  as  was  once  the  provision  of  our  statutes.  So  far 
as  they  are  concerned  the  record  should  be  free.  But  to  the  proper  officers  and 
persons  concerned,  rewards  should  be  offered  for  the  performance  of  duty,  and 
penalties  imposed  for  the  neglect  of  it  In  this  way  it  will  be  made  their  inter- 
est, as  well  as  their  duty,  to  perform  what  the  law  may  require.** 

The  justice  of  these  views  is  confirmed  by  experience,  and  the  uniform  testi- 
mony of  the  town  clerks  in  the  notes  accompanying  their  returns.  Should  at- 
tempts be  made  to  amend  the  provisions  of  the  present  law,  it  is  important  that 
proper  ones  should  be  passed  to  supply  their  place.  It  is  believed  that  such  a  bill 
might  be  drawn,  as  would  entirely  remove  any  objections  which  may  exist  in  the 
minds  of  clergymen  and  others,  against  any  part  of  the  present  act;  and,  while  it 
would  be  simple  in  its  operations,  would  accomplish  all  the  objects  to  be  desired, 
especially  if  carried  into  effect  with  competent  attention  and  ability. 

Without  further  remark,  I  proceed  to  notice  some  results,  obtained  from  the 
returns  under  our  Registry  System.  Before  doing  so,  however,  I  wish  to  notice  a 
few  facts  relating  to  the  condition  of  the  population. 

In  1844,  Edwin  Chad  wick,  Esq.,  author  of  the  able  Report  on  the  Sanatory 
Condition  of  England,  published  a  work  on  the  ^  Pressure  and  Progress  of  the 
Causes  of  Mortality  among  different  Classes  of  the  Community,"  in  which  he 
alludes  to  America  as  follows : — 

"  In  America,  little  attention  and  labor  appear  to  have  been  bestowed  in  any  of 
the  rural  districts  on  general  land  drainage.  Yet  nature  inflicts  terrible  punish- 
ment for  the  neglect  of  the  appointed  and  visible  warnings.  The  cleansing  and 
the  general  sanatory  condition  of  the  American  towns  appear  to  be  lower  than  in 
England  or  Scotland,  whilst  the  heat  there  at  times  is  greater  and  decomposition 
more  active ;  pestilence,  in  the  shape  of  yellow  fever,  ague,  and  influenza,  is 
there  more  rife ;  the  deaths  in  proportion  to  the  population  more  numerous,  and 
the  average  age  of  death  (so  far  as  there  is  information)  amongst  the  resident 
population  much  lower. 

Years,    Monihs. 
The  average  age  of  the  whole  of  the  living  population  in  America, 
80  far  as  can  be  deduced  from  the  retums  at  the  periods  given  in 
the  census,  is  only 22  2 

<*  Notwithstanding  the  earlier  marriages,  and  the  extent  of  emigration,  and  the 
general  increase  of  the  population,  the  whole  circumstances  appear  to  me  to 
prove  this  to  be  the  case  of  a  population  depressed  to  this  low  age,  chiefly  by  the 
greater  proportionate  pressure  of  the  causes  of  disease  and  premature  mortality. 
The  proportionate  numbers  at  each  interval  of  age,  in  eveiy  10,000  of  the  two 
populations,  are  as  follows : — 
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Uniled  SUUea  qf  America.    England  and  Wales, 


Under  6  yean 

1744 

1324 

6  and  under  10 

1417 

1197 

10    " 

16 

1210 

1089 

15    " 

20 

1091 

997 

20    " 

30 

1816 

1780 

30 

40 

1160 

1289 

40    « 

60 

732 

959 

60 

60 

436 

646 

60    " 

70 

246 

440 

70    " 

80 

113 

216 

80    " 

90 

32 

69 

90  and  npxi 

raids 

4 

6 

10,000 

10,000 

Ayerage  age  of  all  the  liring  22  years  2  months       26  years  7  months. 

''Here  it  may  be  observed,  that  whilst  in  England  there  are  5025  persons  be- 
tween 15  and  50,  who  have  3610  children  or  persons  under  15;  in  America  there 
are  4789  persons  .living  between  15  and  50  years  of  age,  who  have  4371  children 
dependent  upon  them.  In  England  there  are  in  every  ten  thousand  persons 
1365  who  have  obtained  above  50  years'  experience;  in  America  tbero  are 
only  830. 

**  The  moral  consequences  of  the  predominance  of  the  young  and  passionate 
in  the  American  community,  are  attested  by  observers  to  be  such  as  have  already 
been  described  in  the  General  Sanatory  Report  as  characteristic  of  those  crowded, 
filthy,  an4  badly  administered  districts  in  England,  where  the  average  duration  of 
life  is  short,  the  proportion  of  the  very  young  great,  and  the  adult  generation 
transient 

*'  The  difference  does  not  arise  solely  from  the  greater  proportion  of  children 
arising  from  a  greater  increase  of  population,  though  that  is  to  some  extent  con- 
sistent with  what  has  been  proved  to  be  the  effect  of  a  severe  general  mortality ; 
the  effects  of  the  common  cause  of  depression  is  observable  at  each  interval  of 
age ;  the  adult  population  in  America  is  younger  than  in  England,  and  if  the 
causes  of  early  death  were  to  remain  the  same,  it  may  be  confidently  predicted 
that  the  American  population  would  remain  young  for  centuries. 

Yean,    Monihe. 
The  average  age  of  all  alive  above  16  in  America  is       ...       33  6 

The  average  age  of  all  alive  above  15  years  in  England  and 

Wales  is 87  6 

The  average  age  of  all  above  20  years  in  America  is       ...       37  7 

In  the  whole  of  England  the  average  of  all  above  20  years  is  41  1 " 

These  are  important  statements ;  and,  coming  from  a  man  so  eminent  for  the 
ability  and  knowledge  he  has  displayed  on  this  subject,  deserve  serious  considera- 
tion. The  prevailing  opinion  among  us  is,  that  ^  no  people  in  the  world  are 
more  healthy  than  Americans."  But  if  the  above  statements  are  true,  this  prevail- 
ing opinion  is  incorrect  Let  us  examine  the  subject  by  such  aids  as  we  have  at 
command,  to  ascertain  how  far  they  are  applicable,  especially  to  the  people  of 
Massachusetts.  We  will  first  take  a  view  of  the  facts  obtained  by  the  National 
Census  of  1830  and  1840;  and  afterwards  of  those  obtained  under  the  Registry 
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Lkw,  concerniDg  births,  marriages,  and  deaths.  The  census  of  1840  contained 
many  errors,  but  when  compared  with  that  of  1830,  the  results  conespond  bo 
well  that  it  may  be  taken  as  a  near  approximation  to  the  truth.  It  is  much  to  be 
desired,  that  measures  should  be  deyised,  when  the  next  State  census  shall  be 
taken,  to  have  it  more  full  and  accurate  than  any  hitherto  taken ;  and  to  obtain 
other  particulars  concerning  our  population,  which  are  important  to  be  known. 

In  presenting  facts  of  this  kind,  to  give  the  mere  numbers  without  the  propor- 
tions, affords  but  an  imperfect  view  of  the  subject  Such  a  collection  of  facts 
may  be  likened  to  the  bones  of  our  bodily  system  withottt  the  accompaniments 
which  give  them  vitality. .  I  have,  therefore,  in  most  of  the  tables  in  this  commu- 
nication, calculated  these  proportions, — a  work  which  has  been  attended  with 
considerable  labor.  This  is  a  mode  by  which  even  statistics  can  be  made  both 
interesting  and  useful. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  ages  of  the  white  population  of  Massa- 
chusetts, according  to  the  National  Censuses  of  1830  and  1840,  and  the  propor- 
tion in  every  10,000,  living  at  each  specified  age. 


'  AOK. 

Number  of  Persons. 

In  every  10,000,  there  were  in 

1830. 

1840. 

1830. 

1840. 

Under   5 
5   to    10 
10   to    15 
15   to    20 
20   to   30 
30   to    40 
40   to    50 
50   to    60 
60   to    70 
70   to    80 
80   to   90 
90    to  100 
Over    100 

Totol, 

80,131 

70,558 

67,971 

67,331 

118,908 

73,601 

50,342 

33,482 

23,203 

12,693 

4,276 

507    • 

3 

92,626 

80,411 

74,803 

77,429 

150,535 

101,607 

63,270 

41,954 

26,077 

14,860 

4,869 

570 

19 

1,329 

.  1,170 

1,127 

1,117 

1,972 

1,221 

835 

555 

385 

210 

71 

8 

1,270 

1,103 

1,026 

1,063 

2,065 

1,394 

868 

575 

358 

203 

67 

8 

603,006 

729,090 

10,000 

10,000 

This  table  is  read  thus.  There  were  in  Massachusetts,  under  5  years  of  age, 
80,131  persons,  in  1830 ;  and  92,626  persons  in  1840 ;— «nd  to  every  10,000,  of  all 
ages,  therQ'were  1329  under  5,  in  1830 ;  and  1270  under  5,  in  1840.  The  other 
ages  are  read  in  the  same  way.  The  proportion  may  be  road  as  so  much  /xr 
cent  in  this  and  many  other  tables  in  this  communication,  by  separating  the  two 
right  hand  figures  by  a  decimal  point,  when  they  will  be  read  13J29  and  12.70. 

From  this  statement,  it  appears  that  the  proportion  under  15  years  of  age  was 
2.27  per  cent  more  in  1830  than  in  1840 ;  from  15  to  60  it  was  2.65  per  cent 
less ;  and  over  60,  it  was  .11  more.  In  the  census  of  1840  there  was  an  error 
of  about  8000  in  Boston,  as  I  shall  show  in  the  report  of  the  census  of  that 
city  this  year.  This  error  was  made  in  regard  to  the  class  from  15  to  60 ;  and, 
taken  in  connection  with  the  increased  immigration  to  our  cities,  of  the  i 
class,  during  this  period,  will  account  for  the  difference  in  the  proportions. 
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There  are  Taiioas  modes  suggested  of  comparing  the  energies  and  prosperity 
of  one  people  with  another.  It  has  been  said,  with  much  truth,  that  "  a  countiy 
is  placed  in  the  most  &vorable  circumstances  for  advancement,  when  it  has  the 
largest  proportionate  nombers  of  its  inhabitants  of  an  age  suited  to  active  em- 
ployments.'' That  age,  according  to  the  above  extract  from  Mr.  Chadwick^ 
work,  is  between  15  and  50.  It  appears  to  me,  however,  that,  in  New  England  at 
least,  15  to  60  would  bo  a  better  division ;  for  most  persons  here  between  15 
and  €0  are  able  to  labor.  I  propose,  therefore,  to  adopt  the  foUowing  standard 
of  comparison.  Those  under  15  years  of  age  to  be  called  the  D^pendaU  Oaatf 
because  they  are  dependent  on  those  older  for  support;  those  from  15  to  60  to  be 
called  the  Productive  CkuSj  because  they  are  the  only  class  who  enjoy  the  full 
vigOT  of  life,  and  are  capable  of  discharging  all  its  manifold  duties ;  and  those 
over  60,  the  JJged  CZosr.  The  first  and  third  classes  combined  may  be  called  the 
Burdeniomt  Qau,  and  the  other  the  Productive  Class.  The  word  produdive 
is  used  here  as  applied  to  labor,  in  contradistinction  from  idleness  or  inability. 
One  class  are  producers  and  the  other  consumers. 

The  educational  age,  as  fixed  by  the  laws  of  Massachusetts,  is  4  to  16.  It 
seems  to  me,  however,  that  this  specific  classification  is  injudicious,  and  that  5 
to  15  would  be  a  better  division.  One  abject  in  specifying  any  age,  is  to  have  a 
basis  by  which  to  proportion  the  public  school  money  to  the  several  towns.  It  is 
probable,  however,  that  it  would  make  little  or  no  difference  in  the  result,  whether 
this  sum  were  proportioned  to  the  children  between  4  and  16,  or  between  5 
and  15.  The  latter  are  universally  adopted  by  nations  as  important  points  in 
the  divisions  of  the  population,  and  in  the  statistics  of  the  dead;  ancf  there  are 
many  reasons  why  the  educational  age  should  be  within  these  points.  It  would 
be  less  labor  to  make  the  enumeration;  and,  from  examinations  which  have 
been  made,  it  appears  that  the  ages  of  children  attending  school,  more  nearly  cor- 
respond to  them.  Comparisons  could  be  more  readily  made  with  the  ordinary 
divisions  of  the  population.  I  agree  in  opinion  with  a  recent  eminent  writer  in 
thinking,  in  its  application  to  schools,  that  *'  hereafter  15  will  be  the  age  at  which, 
in  any  census,  it  will  be  considered  that,  in  the  mass  of  the  community,  occupa- 
tion begins  and  education  ends." 

I  will  now  apply  the  above  test  to  the  population  of  each  county,  the  whole 
State,  and  some  other  places ;  and  calculate  the  proportions  of  the  whole  popula- 
tion living  in  each  class.    (Table  5,  next  page.) 

From  this  statement  it  appears  that,  while  the  whole  United  States  had  52J35 
per  cent  of  the  population  of  the  productive  class,  between  15  and  60,  Massachu- 
setts had  59.65  per  cent  and  England  56.70 ;  showing  this  State  to  be  better 
situated,  in  this  respect,  than  either.  In  the  aged  class  it  appears,  however,  that 
England  had  7i20  per  cent  while  this  State  had  but  6.74 — a  result  in  favor  of  the 
longevity  of  that  country.  Some  counties  compare  better  than  others  or  the  whole 
State.  Boston  has  64.65  per  cent — the  greatest  proportion  of  the  productive 
class ;  and  only  9.93  per  cent — ^the  least  of  the  aged. 

The  condition  of  a  population  is  very  much  affected  by  emigration  and  immi- 
gration. The  character  of  the  emigrants  varies,  however,  veiy  much  in  different 
places.  To  illustrate  this  point  we  will  take  the  city  of  Lowell  and  the  Stat^  of 
Illinois.    In  one  the  productive  class,  and  in  the  other  the  dependent  class,  pre- 
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dominates.  Few  of  the  productive  class  in  either  case  were  natives.  By  the 
census  of  1840,  it  appears  that  to  every  10,000  persons  there  were 

Under  16  16  to  60  Ooer  60. 

In  Lowell, 2600  7368  182 

laQlinoif 4762  6046  193 

That  is,  while  Lowell  had  2500  persons  dependent  upon  every  7365  for  support, 
Illinois  had  4762  persons  dependent  on  5045  for  support ;  showing,  from  the  ages 
alone,  that  the  productive  energies  of  the  one  are  more  than  double  those  of  the 
other.  If  the  other  circumstances  of  the  population  were  taken  into  considera- 
tion, such  as  the  greater  amount  of  sickness  and  mortality,  necessarily  suffered 
in  one  more  than  in  the  other,  the  difference  would  appear  still  more  striking. 
Lowell  is  a  remarkable  instance ;  and  perhaps  there  caimot  be  foimd,  anywhere, 
25,000  persons  in  one  place,  in  which  the  productive  class  comprises  73.68  per 
cent  and  the  burdensome  class  only  26.32  per  cent, — a  little  more  than  one  quar- 
ter. In  neither  place  are  to  be  found  many  of  the  aged  class,  most  of  the  immi- 
grants being  of  the  other  classes,  and  who  had  not  lived  long  enough  there  to 
pass  out  of  them.  Combining  the  dependent  and  the  aged  classes,  as  proposed, 
the  following  proportions  are  obtained.    (Table  e,  next  page.) 

There  is  another  question:  What  proportion  of  our  people  survive  difierent 
ages,  as  compared  with  others  in  other  places  ?  This  is  a  subject  of  interest, 
though  when  taken  alone  it  should  not  be  considered  as  a  sure  basis  of  a  com- 
parison of  longevity.    From  the  facts  already  given,  table  d  is  compiled. 

It  appears  from  this  table,  that  in  Massachusetts  63.74  per  cent  of  the  popula- 
tion in  1830  had  survived  the  age  of  15,  and  66.01  in  1840.  In  the  United 
States  55.01  in  1830,  and  5a29  in  1840,  and  in  England  63.90,  had  survived  the 

(h) 


Number  of  Persons. 

To  every  100  per- 

Iv 

Whole 
Population, 

sons,  there  were 

Under  15. 

15  to  60. 

Over  60. 

Un.l5. 

15lo60 

Ov'r60 

Massachus.  1830, 

603,006 

218,660 

343,664 

40,682 

36.26 

57.00 

6.74 

«          1840, 

729,030 

247,840 

434,795 

46,395 

33.99 

59.65 

6.36 

Boston,     -    -    - 

83,012 

26,904 

53,674 

2,434 

32.42 

64.65 

2.93 

Essex  Co.      -    - 

94,482 

33,039 

54,494 

6,949 

34.97 

57.68 

7.35 

Middlesex,     -    - 

106,lld 

34,383 

65,982 

5,753 

32.40 

62.18 

5.42 

Worcester,    -    - 

94,740 

32,906 

54,892 

6,942 

34.73 

57.94 

7.33 

Hampden,     -    - 

37,034 

12,363 

22,427 

2,244 

33.38 

60.56 

ao6 

Hampshire,    -    - 
Franklin,  -    -    - 

30,696 

10,763 

17,672 

2,261 

35.06 

57.58 

7.36 

28,724 

10,466 

15,972 

2,286 

36.44 

55.60 

7.96 

Berkshire,      -    - 

40,467 

14,411 

23,376 

2,680 

35.61 

57.77 

6.62 

Norfolk,    -    -    - 

52,980 

18,162 

31,327 

3,491 

34.28 

59.13 

a59 

Plymouth,     -    - 

47,020 

16,574 

26,482 

3,964 

35.25 

56.32 

a43 

Barnstable,    -    • 

32,111 

12,378 

17,472 

2,261 

38.55 

54.41 

7.04 

Bristol,     -    -    . 

58,934 

20,712 

34,202 

4,020 

35.14 

58.04 

6.82 

Dukes,      -    -    - 

3,938 

1,335 

2,244 

359 

33.90 

56.98 

9.12 

Nantucket,    -    - 

8,433 

2,572 

5,210 

651 

30.50 

61.78 

7.72 

U.  States,  1830, 

10,526,058 

4,737,335 

5,368,275 

420,448 

44.99 

51.01 

4.00 

1840, 

14,189,108 

6,201,219 

7,427,579 

560,310 

43.71 

52.35 

3.94 

England,  1841,  - 

15,858,075 

5,723,782 

8,991,903 

1,142,390 

36.10 

56.70 

7.20 

Sweden,  1835,    - 

3,025,439 

1,065,444 

1,722,332 

237,663 

35.22 

56.93 

7.85 
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same  age.  In  Massachusetts,  6.74  in  1830,  and  6.36  in  1840;  in  the  United 
States,  4.00  in  1830,  and  3.94  in  1840;  and  in  England,  7.20  had  survived  the 
age  of  60.  These  deductions  show  that  a  less  proportion  of  the  population  live 
through  the  productive  age  to  be  classed  with  the  aged,  and  less  experience  and 
maturity  of  mind  is  preserved,  in  the  United  States,  and  even  in  Massachusetts, 
than  in  England  or  Sweden.  Though  this  State  compares  better  with  England 
than  the  whole  Union,  yet  even  here  is  found  some  confirmation  of  Mr.  Chad- 
wick's  statements,  *so  far  as  they  apply  to  the  existing  population. 

The  following  statement  will  illustrate  the  average  age  of  the  population.    In 
the  United  States  it  applies  only  to  the  whites. 

Years,  Persona.      Average  age. 

In  the  United  States, 1840  14,189,108  22,71 

Blassachusetts, 1830  603,006  25.34 

"  1840  729,030  25,99 

England, 1S41  16,868,075  26.69 

(C) 


Proportion,  per  cent.,  of  the         | 

In 

Year. 

Productive  Class. 

MaasachusettB,-    - 

1830 

57.00 

43.00 

«             -    - 

1840 

59.65 

40.35 

Lowell,  .    -    -    . 

1840 

73.68 

26.32 

Illinois,  -    -    -    - 

1840 

50.45 

49.55 

United  States,  -    - 

1830 

51.01 

48.99 

*«             .    . 

1840 

52.35 

47.65 

England,     -    -    - 

1841 

56.70 

43.30 

Sweden,-    -    -    - 

1835 

56.93 

43.07 

(d) 


A^e 

Number  persons  per  cent,  surviving,  were  in 

United  States. 

England. 

surviving. 

• 

1830. 

1840. 

1830. 

1840. 

1841. 

At  Birth, 

100. 

100. 

100. 

100. 

100. 

5  years, 

86.71 

87.30 

82.00 

82.56 

86.76 

10      « 

75.01 

76.27 

67.44 

68,39 

74.79 

15      « 

63.74 

66.01 

55.01 

56.29 

63.90 

20      " 

54.57 

55.38 

43.90 

45.38 

53.93 

30      " 

32.85 

34.73 

26.09 

27.22 

36.13 

40      « 

20.64 

20.79 

15.18 

15.62 

23.24 

50      « 

12.29 

12.11 

8.30 

8.30 

ia65 

60      « 

6.74 

6.36 

4.00 

3.94 

7.20 

70      " 

2.89 

2.78 

1.47 

1.49 

2.80 

80      " 

.79 

.75 

.37 

.38 

.64 

90      " 

.08 

.08 

.06 

.04 

.05 

10 
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This  subject  is  an  important  one,  and  might  be  profitably  examined  more  in 
detail ;  but  I  leave  it  for  the  present  to  advert  to  the  facts  obtained  under  the 
Registry  Law  of  this  State. 

The  number  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  returned  under  the  Registry  Law 
of  Massachusetts,  in  all  the  counties  but  Suffolk,  in  1845,  and  the  three  preceding 
years,  not  including  the  still  bom,  were — 

1813.  1843.                18M.  1845. 

Births, 8,470  8,669  14,646  16,664 

Marriages, 4,974  6,023             4,275  4,841 

Deaths .        7,491  8,306             8,260  8,642 

An  examination  of  the  Abstract  of  each  town,  on  pages  3  to  11  inclusive,  and  the 
notes  appended  to  that  abstract,  shows  that  these  returns  do  not  include  all  that 
have  occurred.  Some  towns  have  omitted  to  make  any  returns,  and  others  are  so 
imperfect,  that  a  comparison  between  these  numbers  and  the  population  would 
present  a  fallacious  result  I  stated,  in  my  communication  to  Mr.  Bolles,  already 
referred  to,  that  the  population  then  was  ^  about  750,000,  and  in  this  number 
it  may  be  estimated  that  1  in  30,  or  about  25,000  births ;  1  in  125,  or  6,000 
marriages ;  and  1  in  60,  or  12,500  deaths,  take  place  in  the  whole  State  every 
year.  This  is  a  mere  estimate,  and  may  be  erroneous,  though  it  is  supposed  to  be 
not  far  from  the  truth."  From  a  comparison  of  some  of  the  returns  since  that  time, 
I  am  inclined  to  think  the  proportional  number  of  births  and  marriages  too  small; 
and  the  deaths  also,  unless  Boston  be  excluded.  Taking  the  rural  districts  alone, 
it  would  be  a  fair  estimate,  but  including  tlie  cities,  it  would  perhaps  be  too  low 
an  estimate  of  the  number  of  deaths.  The  number  of  births  returned  has  in- 
creased each  year,  and  in  1845  amounted  to  nearly  double  those  of  1842.  This 
is  an  encouraging  fact,  and  shows  the  increasing  attention  of  the  people  to  Reg- 
istration. The  number  of  marriages  and  deaths  returned  has  not  varied  mate- 
rially in  the  four  years. 

The  following  table  (e)  is  compiled  from  the  latest  information  in  my  posses- 
sion, showing  the  proportions  which  the  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  bear  to  the 
population  in  various  European  states. 


States. 

Period  of* 
Observation. 

Annual  number  of  Marriages, 
Births,  and  Dealbs,  to  100  per- 
sons living,  or  per  cent. 

Nusabcr  of  persons  living 

to  one  annual    Marriage, 

Birth,  and  Deatli. 

Marriag^es. 
per  cent. 

Births, 
per  cent 

Deaths. 

per  cent. 

Marria^s. 
One  m 

Buths. 
One  in 

Deaths. 
One  in 

England,  - 
France,    - 
Austria,  - 
Prussia,  - 
Russia,    - 

1839-1842 
1840-1842 
1839-1841 
1831>-1841 
1842 

.770 
.825 
.807 
.887 
1.013 

3.200 
2.837 
3.874 
3.7G7 
4.284 

2.209 
2.397 
2.995 
2.658 
3.590 

130 
121 
124 
113 
99 

31 
35 
2G 
27 
23 

45 
42 
33 

38 

28 

This  interesting  statement  shows  that  in  England,  a  less  proportion  of  ma^ 
riages  and  deaths  takes  place  than  in  either  of  the  states  mentioned.  France 
exceeds  her  in  births.    In  Russia,  the  proportion  of  each  is  very  large,  exceeding 
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by  nearly  25  per  cent  those  of  England.  It  has  been  said,  that  in  wann  countries 
marriages  take  place  earlier,  and  births  and  deaths  are  more  numerous ;  but  the 
Russian  returns  do  not  seem  to  confirm  its  truth.  It  would  be  interesting,  if  we 
had  the  means  of  making  a  similar  statement  respecting  each  State  in  our 
confederacy. 

Marriages. — ^The  age  of  the  parties  at  marriage  is  an  important  element  to 
be  recorded.  Some  haye  objected  to  give  it  from  a  desire  for  <'  fictitious  youth," 
from  false  ideas  of  delicacy,  or  a  misapprehension  of  its  importance ;  and  in  other 
cases  it  has  been  omitted  through  the  carelessness  of  those  whose  duty  it  was  to 
make  the  records.  The  consequence  has  been,  that  in  a  portion  only  of  the 
returns  has  the  age  been  stated.  Better  results,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  produced  in 
future.  Abstracts  of  these  returns  are  presented  in  five  tables,  pages  38  to  40, 
constructed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  present  the  ages  of  the  parties  in  a  very  inter- 
esting view.  It  appears  that  9,682  persons  were  married  and  returned  the  last 
year,  of  whom  the  ages  of  6,852  are  stated~d,422  males  and  3,430  females ;  and 
2,830  are  not  stated — 1,419  males  and  1,411  females.  The  condition  of  the  par- 
ties was  as  follows : — 

Marriages  in  which  both  parties  were  married  for  thie  first  time,                .  3,490 

"       the  man  was  married  for  the  first  time  and  the  woman  not,  113 

"       the  woman  was  married  for  the  first  time  and  the  man  not,  490 

"       both  parties  had  been  married  before,                .        .        .  194 

"       the  condition  of  the  parties  was  not  stated,       .       .  664 

Total, *        .        .        .        .       4,841 

G.  R.  Porter,  Esq.,  an  eminent  English  statistician,  in  a  recent  work  quoted  in 
the  American  Almanac  for  1846,  says  "the  rapid  growth  of  the  population  of  the 
United  States  is  not  attributable  to  the  great  duration  of  life,  but  arises  from  the 
number  and  fruitfulness  of  marriages,  aided  in  a  considerable  degree  by  emigra- 
tion." It  is  important  to  know  whether  this  be  true  or  false.  Knowing  the^agt 
ai  mcariagej  and  instituting  a  comparison  with  other  countries,  are  the  means  of 
arriving  at  the  truth.  The  Belgian  returns,  and  the  report  of  the  last  census  of 
Ireland,  afibrd  the  means  of  doing  it  in  relation  to  those  countries.  Those  of 
fingland  do  not  It  is,  however,  proposed  to  alter  the  Registration  law  there,  so 
as  to  require  it  The  last  report  of  the  Registrar  General  has  the  following  sen- 
sible remarks  on  this  subject:  "  It  is  not  a  little  remarkable,  that  although  the 
increase  of  population  and  the  influence  of  early  and  late  marriages  on  the  wel- 
fare of  nations,  have  for  the  whole  of  the  present  century  occupied  public  atten- 
tion, and  been  made  the  basis  of  theories  which  have  guided  or  biased  legisla- 
tion, no  provision  has  yet  been  made  for  determining  the  simplest  fundamental 
facts — the  foundation  of  all  reasoning  on  tlie  subject — such  as  the  ages  at  mar* 
riage,  the  ages  of  mothers,  of  children,  the  numbers  of  married  and  single  per^ 
sons  at  the  several  periods  of  life.  Upon  many  of  these  pointi  the  greatest 
ignorance  prevails,  writers  on  population  depending  on  rough  approximations^ 
derived  from  scanty,  imperfect,  and  often  erroneous  data,  because  the  censuses 
and  registers  have  not  yet  been  taken  and  abstracted  upon  a  comprehensive  and 
well-considered  plan." 

These  are  the  views  of  those  who  proposed  to  have  inserted  in  the  MssMcbu^ 
setts  Register  the  age  of  the  parties  at  marriage ;  and  if  farther  reasons  wereb 
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necessary  to  show  its  importance,  they  will  appear  from  the  facts  already  ob- 
tained, some  of  which  are  presented  in  this*  report 

The  following  table,  (/)  containing  those  marriages  only,  where  both  parties 
were  married  for  the  first  time,  and  whose  ages  are  stated,  is  compiled  from  the 
Massachusetts  returns  of  1845,  and  the  Belgian  returns  of  1841. 

(f) 


AOE. 

Number  of  penons  married  in 

To  lO/WO  married,  there  were  in 

Massachusclls. 

Be]g^iam. 

Massachusetts. 

Belgium. 

Males. 

Females 

Males. 

Females 

Males. 

Females 

Males. 

Females 

Under  20, 

53 

690 

757 

2685 

198 

2583 

312 

1105 

20  to  25, 

1308 

1422 

4530 

6966 

4897 

5324 

1864 

2867 

25  to  30, 

952 

446 

9420 

8067 

3564 

1670 

3877 

3320 

30  to  35, 

247 

79 

5497 

3841 

925 

296 

2262 

1581 

35  .to  40, 

81 

17 

2488 

1719 

303 

64 

1024 

707 

40  to  45, 

17 

14 

1000 

653 

64 

52 

412 

269 

45  to  50, 

8 

2 

340 

225 

30 

7 

140 

93 

50  to  55, 

5 

1 

137 

76 

19 

4 

56 

31 

55  to  60, 

, 

, 

56 

27 

, 

, 

23 

11 

Over    60, 

• 

• 

72 

38 

• 

• 

30 

16 

2671 

2671 

24,297 

24,297 

10,000 

10,000 

10,000 

10,000 

Average  age,  25.84   22.69      29.47    27.43 

The  Belgian  tables  give  the  marriages  *<  under  21."  Our  tables  give  them 
^  under  20,"  which  will  make  a  slight  difference  in  the  proportion  at  that  and  the 
subsequent  age,  but  in  no  other.  It  appears  from  this  table,  that  while  in  Massa- 
chusetts, to  every  10,000  of  all  ages,  4,897  males  and  5,324  females  are  married 
between  the  ages  of  20  and  25;  in  Belgium  only  1,864  males  and  2,867  fenudes 
out  of  the  same  number,  are  married  at  those  ages.  The  average  age  in  Massa- 
chusetts of  the  males  was  25.84  and  the  females,  22.69,  while  in  Belgium  the  males 
averaged  29.47  and  the  females  27.43.  This  average  age  shows  a  difference  of  3.63 
years  in  the  males,  and  4.74  in  the  females.  This  is  the  result  of  the  marriages 
in  which  both  parties  were  married  for  the  first  time.  I  will  next  present  a  view 
of  all  the  marriages,  whatever  the  condition  of  the  parties.  And  in  the  table  (g)  is 
given  the  ages  of  506,652  males,  522,205  females,  when  married,  taken  from  the 
last  census  of  Ireland. 

This  table  shows  that  in  Massachusetts  40.59  per  cent  of  the  males  were  be* 
tween  the  ages  of  20  and  25  at  marriage,  while  in  Belgium  the  proportion  was 
only  15.65  per  cent  The  proportions  at  the  other  ages  differ  very  materially. 
Those  married  under  and  over  25  will  appear  by  the  comparison  exhibited  in 
table  (A,)  next  page. 

These  remarkable  results  show  that  the  proportion  of  males  married  under  25 
was  even  greater  in  Massachusetts  than  in  Ireland,  and  tlie  proportion  of  females 
aras  nearly  as  large ;  and  both  were  more  than  double  those  of  Belgium. 

The  number  of  marriages  in  1842  and  1843,  is  given  in  the  reports,  without- 
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gpecifymg  the  month  in  which  they  took  place.    In  1844  and  1845,  they  occorred 
in  the  different  monthd  as  represented  in  table  (t,)  next  pag^. 

This  statement  shows  that  the  seasons  have  considerable  influence  on  the 
number  of  marriages,  varying  from  461  to  1,379  in  1844,  and  from  544  to  1,305 
in  1845.  The  average  namber  eac;h  month  was  347  in  1844,  and  401  in  1845. 
The  month  in  which  the  smallest  number  occurred  was  July,  and  that  in  which 

(g) 


Age. 

Belgimn. 

Ireland,  1830—1840. 

Males. 

Females 

Males. 

Females 

Males. 

Females. 

Under  20, 
20  to  25, 
25  to  30, 
30  to  35, 
35  to  40, 
40  to  45, 
45  to  50, 
50  to  55, 
55  to  60, 
Over    60, 

56 

1389 

1093 

371 

175 

115 

85 

48 

31 

59 

738 

1587 

602 

201 

117 

92 

43 

23 

18 

9 

774 

4677 

10,067 

6527 

3636 

2037 

934 

512 

310 

402 

2831 

7421 

9082 

4928 

2791 

1477 

753 

357 

126 

110 

44,267 

165,664 

145,531 

76,349 

36,415 

17,525 

10,074 

5,396 

5,431 

• 

153,312 

209,758 

98,465 

34,812 

14,752 

6,122 

2,942 

1,183 

859 

3422 

3430 

29,876 

29,876 

506,652 

522,205 

Age. 

To  10^  married,  of  all  conditioos,  ther«  were 

Under  20, 
20  to  25, 
25  to  30, 
30  to  35, 
35  to  40, 
40  to  45, 
45  to  50, 
50  to  55, 
55  to  60, 
Over    60, 

164 

4059 

3194 

1084 

511 

336 

248 

140 

91 

173 

2152 

4627 

1755 

586 

341 

268 

125 

67 

53 

26 

259 

1565 

3370 

2185 

1217 

682 

313 

171 

104 

134 

948 

2484 

3040 

1G50 

934 

494 

252 

119 

42 

37 

873 

3270 

2872 

1507 

719 

346 

199 

107 

107 

• 

2936 

4017 

1886 

667 

282 

117 

56 

23 

16 

• 

10,000 

10,000 

10,00 

10,000 

10,000 

10,000 

w 


iH 

Males. 

Females. 

Under  25 

Over  J5. 

Under  25. 

Over  25. 

Massachusetts,  -    - 
Ireland,   -    -    -    - 
Belgium,      -    -    - 

42.23 
41.43 
18.24 

57.77 
58.57 
81.76 

67.79 
69.53 
34.32 

32.21 

30.47 
65.68 
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the  largest  number  occurred,  November^— the  month  of  the  annual  retam  of  the 
New  England  festival.  Thanksgiving.  Many  families  meet  together  on  that  day 
to  congratulate  the  newly  formed  marriage  connexions. 

Births.—- The  number  only  of  the  births  is  given  in  the  Reports  of  184*3  and 
1843,  without  distinction  of  sex,  or  the  months  in  which  they  took  place.  In  1844 
and  1845,  the  sex  and  time  of  birth  are  specified.    It  appears  that 

/nl844. 
The  whole  number  of  births  returned,  were  ....    14,646 

Of  which  the  male  births  were 7,344 

*'  the  female  births  were 6,991 


311 


/nl845. 

16,664 

7,798 

7,694 

177 


96.08 

105.04 

61.23 


97.44 

108.62 

60,66 

49.36 


"  the  births  in  which  the  sex  is  not  stated,  were 

Of  those  in  which  the  sex  was  known,  the  females  were  to 

100  males, 
"  "  "  the  males  to  100  females, 

"  "  "  the  males  to  100  both  sexes, 

"  "  "  the  females  to  100  both  sexes,  48.77 

This  shows  that  there  are  more  males  than  females  bom ;  and  the  proportions 
are  nearly  the  same  as  occur  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  The  months  of  the 
year  in  which  they  took  place,  appear  in  table  (/,)  next  page. 

These  observations  are  not  sufficiently  extensive  to  form  any  very  correct  opin- 
ion on  the  subject ;  but,  so  far  as  they  go,  they  do  not  show  that  the  seasons  have 
any  perceptible  influence  on  the  number  of  births,  as  is  stated  to  be  the  fiict 
in  some  parts  of  the  worid.  The  average  number  each  month  was  1,209  in  1844, 
and  1,380  in  1845. 

In  1644  there  was  1  case  of  twin  births  to       123  c 

"  1845         "         I  tt  t(  ^Q       129 

"  1844         "         1         "    triplets  to     7261 

«  1846         "         1  "        "  to  16,444 

"  1844        "        1         "    qaadrupleto  to  16,623 

"  1846        «*       no  case  of  " 

(i) 


of  birth. 


MOKTH. 

Number  of  Mar- 
riages in 

To  10^)00  Marriages, 
there  were  in 

1844. 

1845. 

1844. 

1845. 

January,    -    - 
February,  -    - 
March,-    -    . 

June,    -    -    - 
July,     -    .    - 
August,     -    - 
September,     - 
October,    -    - 
November,     - 
December, 

Specified,  -    - 
Not  specified, - 

Total,  -    - 

337 
264 
264 
429 
429 
325 
192 
229 
284 
442 
575 
399 

414 
270 
262 
474 
465 
336 
263 
286 
419 
538 
629 
464 

809 

633 

633 

1029 

1029 

780 

461 

549 

681 

1060 

1379 

957 

859 
560 
544 
983 
965 
697 
546 
593 
869 
1116 
1305 
963 

4169 
106 

4820 
21 

10,000 

10,000 

4275 

4841 
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It  would  be  interesting  and  important  to  know  the  average  number  of  chil- 
dren bom  to  each  marriage  in  Massachusetts.  Our  returns  are,  however,  not 
sufficiently  full  to  allow  us  to  make  even  a  safe  comparison  as  to  the  proportion 
the  births  bear  to  the  marriages,  deaths  or  population.  I  venture  the  opinion 
that  the  number  of  births  to  a  marriage  here,  is  greater  than  in  England ;  but  that 
the  number  here  is  not  as  great  now  as  it  was  30  or  40  years  ago. 

"The  births  registered  in  England  are  in  proportion  to  the  population  one 
seventh  part  more  numerous  than  in  France,  and  one  seventh  part  less  than  in 
Prussia.  To  3,525  inhabitants  100  births  are  annually  registered  in  France,  113 
In  England,  133  in  Prussia,  136  in  Austria,  151  in  Russia.  The  small  number  of 
births  in  France  is  not  accounted  for  by  any  difference  in  the  proportion  of  the 
persons  married,  who  are,  in  fact,  more  numerous  in  FrancTe  than  in  any  other 
country  firom  which  I  have  been  able  to  procure  returns.  It  appears  that  100 
French  wives  had  14  children,  100  Prussian  wives  21  children  yearly ;  or,  in  other 
terms,  717  wives  bore  annually  100  children  in  France,  152  children  in  Prussia. 
If  the  births  are  divided  by  the  annual  marriages  that  took  place  seven  years  be- 
fore, there  were  3.33  births  (in  wedlock)  to  a  marriage  in  France— 4.05  to  a  mar- 
riage in  Prussia,  and  4.34  to  a  marriage  in  Austria;  4.26  to  a  marriage  in  Eng- 
land, and  if  a  correction  be  made  for  first  marriages,  4.79  to  every  two  persons 
married.  The  total  annual  births  in  England,  divided  by  the  persons  married 
seven  years  before,  give  on  an  average  5.12  children  to  every  two  persons  mar- 
ried ;  and  as  many  illegitimate  children  are  the  ofl&pring  of  married  persons  be* 
fore,  during  or  afler  marriage,  the  number  of  children  to  every  two  persons  mar- 
ried in  England  must  be  between  4.79  and  5.12,  or  little  short  of  Jive,  about  three 
of  which  attain  the  age  of  marriage  to  replace  the  two  parents  and  those  who 
have  no  o&pring ;  the  surplus  swelling  the  number  of  the  ezistmg  inhabitants  of 
the  island)  or  flowing  in  of  emigration." 


Month. 

Number  of  Births  in 

In  10,000  Births, 
there  were  in 

1844. 

1845. 

1844. 

1846. 

January,    -    - 
February,  -    - 
March,  -    -    - 

as? :  :  : 

June,    -    -    - 
July,     -    -    - 
August,     -    - 
September,     - 
October,    -    - 
November,      - 
December, 

Specified,  -    - 
Not  Specified, 

Total,-    - 

1170 
1210 
1239 
1230 
1144 
1134 
11G4 
1350 
1282 
1206 
1195 
1192 

1335 
1295 
1512 
1452 
1013 
1063 
1235 
1350 
1314 
1324 
1235 
1238 

806 
834 
854 
847 
788 
781 
802 
930 
883 
831 
823 
821 

869 
843 
984 
945 
659 
692 
804 
878 
855 
661 
604 
806 

14,516 
130 

15,366 
198 

10,000 

10,000 

14,646 

15,564 
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Deaths. — ^It  has  been  stated  that  the  number  of  deaths  returned  was  7,642. 
not  including  the  still  born,  and  8,715  including  them.  They  occurred  in  the  sev- 
eral counties  as  stated  in  the  subjoined  table,  {k)  We  have  arranged  the 
counties  so  as  to  admit  of  being  easily  grouped  together ;  the  4  western  in  one 
division,  the  4  middle  in  another,  and  the  5  southern  in  another,  if  desired. 


Counties. 

Popalation, 
1840. 

Deaths. 

Male. 

Female. 

Not  Specified. 

Total. 

Berkshire,     -    - 
Franklin,  -    -    - 
Hampshire,  -    - 
Hampden,     -    - 
Worcester,    -    - 
Middlesex,    -    - 
Essex,      -    -    - 
Norfolk,  -    -    - 
Plymouth,     -    - 
Bristol,     -    -    - 
Barnstable,   -    - 
Dukes,     -    -    - 
Nantucket,   -    - 

41,745 

28,812 

30,897 

37,366 

95,313 

106,611 

94,987 

53,140 

47,373 

60,165 

32,548 

3,958 

9,012 

218 
143 
168 
239 
696 
734 
705 
298 
228 
336 
211 
28 
64 

252 
182 
210 
254 
824 
750 
772 
333 
243 
369 
184 
23 
70 

18 

6 

17 

16 

7 

22 

27 

26 

13 

14 

13 

2 

• 

488 

331 

395 

509 

1527 

1506 

1504 

657 

484 

719 

408 

53 

134 

641,927 

4068 

4466 

181 

8715 

The  returns  fall  so  far  short  of  the  actual  number,  that  a  comparison  of  the 
proportion  they  bear  to  the  population  would  be  fallacious.  Accuracy  in  this  re- 
spect can  be  attained  only  after  the  Registry  Law  shall  have  been  amended  and 
the  records  and  returns  perfected.  I  am  inclined  to  the  opinion,  from  an  exami- 
nation of  several  of  the  returns  last  year,  which  appear  most  correct,  that  if  the 
whole  number  of  deaths  in  the  State  had  been  stated,  it  would  not  have  amounted 
to  more  than  1  in  57  of  the  living.  This  proportion  may,  however,  be  found  to  be 
incorrect  by  full  and  autlientic  data. 

An  interesting  view  of  the  proportion  of  deaths  in  the  two  sexes  may  be  given, 
embracing  the  abstracts  for  the  four  years.    (I) 

(I) 


Ybar. 

Deaths. 

Of  those  whose  sex  was  known, 
there  were 

Whole 
Number. 

Male. 

Female. 

iNot  stated 

To  100  Deaths  of  both 
sexes. 

Females  to 
100  Males. 

Males. 

Females. 

1842 
1843 
1844 
1845 

7496 
8305 
8338 
8715 

3329 
3684 
3712 

4068 

3693 
4261 
4173 
4466 

474 
350 
453 
181 

47.41 
46.37 
47.08 
47.67 

52.59 
53.65 
52.92 
52.33 

110.93 
115.66 
112.41 
109.78 
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It  has  already  been  BhowD  that  more  males  than  females  are  bom.  Frofkn  the 
above  statement  it  appears  that  fewer  males  than  females  die.  A  compaiison 
can  be  instituted  between  them  only  in  the  last  two  yean,  since  in  the  first  two 
Reports  they  are  not  both  specified. 

(m) 


Lf 

To  every  10,000  males 

Showing  a 

Boni. 

Died. 

cunereiice  ot 

1844 
1845 

9508 
9744 

11,241 

10,978 

1733 
1234 

^  It  may  be  asked,  what  becomes  of  this  difiference  ?  The  answer  is  principally 
found  in  the  greater  number  of  males  than  females,  which  the  State  furnishes  to 
people  other  parts  of  the  Union,  and  to  traverse  the  world.  From  the  census 
of  New  York  city,  just  published,  it  appears  that  16,086  of  its  inhabitants  were 
bom  in  New  England ;  and  throughout  all  the  Western  States,  New  England  men 
are  found.  It  would  be  an  exceedingly  interesting  inquiry,  how  many  emigrants 
have  been  furnished  each  year  by  Massachusetts.  And  if  a  good  system  of 
Registration  had  been  in  operation,  we  should  have  been  able  to  show  it  We 
should  have  been  able  to  show  how  many  have  gone  hence  to  spread  the  whole- 
some influence  of  the  land  of  their  birth  in  other  States  and  other  regions.  If 
every  10,000  births  furnish  1,250  emigrants,  the  25,000  births  which  have  been 
estimated  to  take  place  in  the  State  annually,  would  furnish  ovor  3,000  to  spend 
the  remainder  of  their  lives  in  other  lands  than  that  of  theu-  nativity. 

The  in/lvmee  of  the  ataaona  over  the  number  of  deii«ha  is  universally  acknowr- 
edged  to  be  great ;  but  it  varies  according  to  pla*«»  age>  disease,  and  other  cir- 
cumstances. It  is  highly  important  to  know  Aow  far  all  these  influences  effect 
the  health  of  the  people.  The  following  i^&cts  (table  (n,)  next  page)  compiled 
from  the  returns  afford  a  general  illustrp^on  of  the  matter. 

This  table  shows  a  great  difference  in  the  mortality  of  the  different  months  of 
the  year.  It  will  be  perceived  th^  the  smallest  number  of  deaths  generally  occurs 
in  May  and  June,  and  the  gr^satest  number  in  August  and  September,  varying 
this  year,  in  those  montb'i  from  582  in  every  10,000  to  1092.  A  particular 
examination  of  the  other  months  will  be  of  interest  By  dividing  the  year  into 
quarters,  the  followiu^  proportion  per  cent  will  appear. 

1842. 

TF»n/«r—Jat>.  Feb.  March,  .  26.63 

SpTing^-Ayti\i  May,  Jane,  .        22.81 

Summer— July,  Aug.  Sept  .        .        26.14 

Auhmvr-Ocl,  Not.  Dec.    .  26.42 

Hie  ages  at  death  make  one  of  the  most  important  elements  in  vital  statistics. 
Combined  with  the  ages  of  the  living,  they  give  us  the  means  of  measuring  the 
^alue  of  life,  and  estimating  the  comparative  health  enjoyed  by  persons  in  differ- 
ent places  and  under  different  circumstances.  In  proportion  as  the  average  shall 
be  high  or  low,  will  a  people  of  similar  ages  of  the  living  be  healthy  or  nu- 
ll 


1843. 

1844. 

1846. 

22.16 

23.82 

24.70 

26.03 

21.21 

20.41 

29.28 

28.80 

29.86 

23.63 

26.17 

26.03 
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healthy.  In  the  fint  place,  I  will  present  for  each  connty  the  number  returned  at 
each  age  specified  for  the  year  184«'>.  (o)  The  counties  are  so  arranged  that  those 
who  choose  may  maJse  the  divisions  of  the  State,  as  before  suggested.  Whether 
any  such  divisions  may  hereafter  be  adopted,  will  depend  on  the  facts  elicited  by 
future  investigation. 


Number  of  Deatlu 

1. 

In  every  10,000  Deaths,  there    1 
were  in                      1 

MoffTH. 

1 

1842. 

1843. 

1844. 

1845. 

1842. 

1843. 

1844.  j   1845.  1 

January, 

608 

563 

641 

682 

820 

687 

795 

789 

February, 

6-27 

608 

635 

690 

845 

742 

787 

798 

March,          • 

740 

645 

645 

763 

998 

787 

800 

883 

April,  . 
Miy,    .         . 

711 

635 

577 

697 

959 

775 

715 

807 

495 

753 

592 

563 

667 

919 

734 

651 

June,    . 

486 

663 

542 

504 

655 

809 

672 

583 

July,    .         . 

487 

654 

584 

706 

657 

798 

724 

817 

August, 

620 

844 

821 

928 

836 

1030 

1018 

1074 

September,    . 

757 

901 

918 

946 

1021 

1100 

1138 

1095 

October, 

806 

726 

757 

838 

1087 

686 

939 

970 

November,    . 

527 

627 

639 

651 

711 

765 

792 

753 

December,    . 

552 

575 

715 

674 

744 

702 

886  1    780 

Soecified,      . 
Not  specified, 

7416 

8194 

8066 

8642 

10,000 

10,000 

10,000  10,000 

132 

147 

184 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Total,  . 

7548 

8341 

8250 

8642 

• 

• 

, 

, 

Average, 

618 

682 

672 

720 

833 

833 

633 

833 

(o) 


AOK. 

, 

i 

1 

i 

i 

.M 

M 
S 

•s 

1 

11 

•a 

b 

X 

i 

1 

1 

i, 

k 

S 

-a 

1 

II 

Under  1, 

68 

33 

59 

78 

275 

30fcJ 

237 

105 

62 

141 

66 

46 

1478 

lto2, 

'   34 

11 

22 

48 

119 

138 

1^ 

53 

38 

58 

31 

13 

697 

2  to  5, 

47 

25 

32 

39 

142 

135 

13bl 

43 

48 

50 

30 

9 

739 

5  to  10, 

18 

9 

10 

20 

55 

61 

70 

23 

25 

37 

19 

7 

354 

10  to  20, 

36 

23 

20 

48 

109 

84 

112 

49I 

35 

40 

25 

11 

592 

20  to  30, 

70 

51 

68 

64 

168 

175 

143 

71 

42 

64 

67 

12 

995 

30  to  40, 

41 

31 

33 

38 

134 

142 

110 

53 

51 

51 

28 

12 

704 

40  to  50, 

26 

25 

27 

39 

80 

91 

95 

29 

20 

38 

28 

10 

508 

50  to  60, 

23 

27 

29 

26 

104 

74 

79 

37 

25 

41 

23 

11 

500 

60  to  70, 

30 

26 

21 

29 

92 

84 

88 

47 

44 

42 

18 

20 

541 

70  to  80, 

45 

34 

36 

35 

114 

80 

142 

56 

55 

50 

42 

16 

705 

80  to  90, 

25 

20 

21 

31 

67 

62 

87 

45 

36 

41 

20 

7 

462 

90  to  100, 

5 

4 

8 

6 

25 

15 

18 

6 

6 

5 

7 

2 

107 

Over  100, 

468 

319 

2 

388 

• 

• 

2 

• 

1 

• 

1 

« 

Specified, 
Not  spec'd, 

501 

1484 

1451 

1452 

618 

467 

659 

404 

177 

H38R 

13 

' 

7 

6 

38 

41 

37 

22 

16 

56 

4 

5  254 

ToUl, 

481 

328 

395 

507 

1522 

1492 

1489 

640 

483 

715 

408 

1728643 

Aver,  age. 

S0.89 

57.5 

35.59 

29.81 

29.42 

26.48 

30.66 

32.22 

34JM 

28.38 

31.06 

30.23  X.26 
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A  careful  examination  and  analysis  of  the  ages  in  each  county,  will  show 
some  difference  in  the  average  duration  of  life,  so  far  as  ascertained  by  the  aver- 
age age  at  death.  I  will  not,  however,  attempt  this  analysis  at  this  time,  but 
present  the  aggregate  returns  of  deaths  for  the  whole  State  during  the  four  years, 
1842 — 1845,  for  each  specified  age,  and  the  proportion  they  bear  to  10,000  of  all 
»ges.(p) 

(P) 


Acs. 

Number  of  Deaths. 

To  every  10,000  Deaths  there  were 

1842. 

184S. 

1841. 

1845. 

1842. 

1843. 

1844. 

1845. 

Under  1,    -    - 

1  to  2,    -    - 

2  to-  5,    -    - 
5  to  10,-    - 

10  to  20,  -    - 
20  to  30,-    - 
30  to  40,-    - 
40  to  50,  -    - 
50  to  60,-    - 
60  to  70,-    - 
70  to  80,-    - 
80  to  90,-    - 
90  to  100,     - 
Over  100,-    - 

Specified,  -    - 
Not  specified, - 

Total,  -    - 

808 
466 
637 
351 
493 
854 
555 
526 
474 
540 
649 
491 
137 
5 

1052 
553 
679 
446 
496 
882 
648 
525 
488 
603 
767 
531 
122 
6 

1250 
542 
556 
333 
532 
839 
655 
478 
434 
602 
751 
576 
137 
4 

1478 
697 
739 
354 
592 
995 
704 
508 
500 
541 
705 
462 
107 
6 

1157 
667 
912 
502 
706 

1222 
794 
753 
679 
773 
929 
703 
196 
7 

1349 
709 
871 
572 
636 

1131 
8:31 
673 
626 
773 
984 
681 
156 
8 

1626 
705 
723 
433 
692 

1091 
852 
622 
564 
783 
977 
749 
178 
5 

1762 
831 
881 
422 
706 

1186 
839 
606 
596 
645 
840 
551 
128 
7 

6986 
510 

7798 
507 

7689 
561 

a388 
254 

10,000 

10,000 

10,000 

10,000 

7496 

8305 

8250 

8642 

One  of  the  first  ideas  presented  by  this  table,  is  the  remarkable  Increase  of 
infantile  mortality  within  the  four  years,  being  from  1157  to  1762,  or  605;  over 
6  per  cent  And  from  the  table  it  appears  that  this  increase  has  been  nearly 
gradual  each  year.  Some  variation  is  presented  in  other  ages,  but  in  none  is  it  so 
striking  as  in  that  under  one  year.  Are  we  aware  that  17.62  per  cent  of  all  the 
deaths,  are  of  children  under  one  year  old  ?  In  a  work  on  the  Vital  Statistics  of 
Boston,  which  I  published  in  1840,  the  attention  of  the  public  was  called  to  the 
great  proportional  increase  of  deaths  among  children  under  five  years  of  age  in 
cities ;  but  I  was  not  aware,  until  I  made  the  above  calculations,  that  in  the  more 
rural  districts  embraced  in  this  report,  the  same  causes  had  been  in  operation, 
there,  though  not  in  an  equal  degree,  to  destroy  human  life  at  its  very  begin- 
nings. Such  developments  should  arrest  the  serious  attention  of  parents  and  all 
concerned,  to  ascertain  and  remove,  if  possible,  the  destructive  agencies  at  work 
among  us  on  this  class  of  human  beings. 

These  facts  will  appear  in  a  still  more  forcible  light,  by  presenting  the  propor- 
tionate number  of  survivors,  calculated  from  the  age  of  the  dying,  in  tlie  same 
manner  as  we  have  presented  the  number  of  survivors  calculated  from  the  age  of 
the  living.  (See  table  (rf,)  p.  73)  Against  the  survivors  in  Massachusetts  those  of 
Preston,  England,  are  given,  taken  from  the  Parliamentary  Report  on  the  Health 
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of  Towns.  The  sunrivon  there  are  presented  in  three  divisions.  One  represents 
the  upper  class,  among  whom  the  best  health  and  greatest  longevity  prevail ; 
another,  the  middling  class,  who  enjoy  a  lower  grade  of  health ;  and  the  other 
the  laboring  class,  who  safier  most  The  difference  in  the  number  of  survivors, 
at  the  different  ages,  is  very  remarkable. 

(q) 


surviving. 

Number  surviving  each  specified 

age,  calculated  from  the  deaths. 

In  MassacbosetU. 

In  Preston,  England. 

1842. 

1843. 

1844. 

1846. 

Gently. 

Tradesmen 

Operatives 

At   Birth, 

100. 

100.     ,100. 

100. 

100. 

100. 

100. 

1    year, 

88.43 

86.51    83.74 

82.38 

90.8 

79.6 

68.2 

2  years. 

81.76 

79.42 1  76.69 

74.67 

87.6 

73.5 

57.5 

5      " 

72.64 

70.71    69.46 

65.26 

82.4 

61.8 

44.6 

10      « 

67.62 

64.99    65.13 

61.04 

81.1 

56.6 

38.8 

20      " 

60.56 

58.63    58.21 

53.98 

76.3 

51.6 

31.5 

30      « 

48.34 

47.32    47.30 

42.12 

72.3 

45.9 

25.2 

40      " 

40.40 

39.01    38.78 

33.73 

63.4 

37.5 

20.4 

50      " 

32.87 

32.28    32.56 

27.67 

56. 

28.1 

15.6 

60      " 

26.08 

26.02    26.92 

21.71 

45.1 

20.5 

USi 

70      " 

18.35 

18.29:  19.09 

15.26 

25.4 

13.3 

6.1 

80      « 

9.06 

8.45,    9.32 

6.86 

8. 

4.5 

2.1 

90      « 

2.03 

1.64,     1.83 

J. 35 

1.3 

.8 

.2 

100      " 

.07 

.08        .05 

.07 

• 

• 

• 

It  appears  from  this  table,  tbat  in  Massachusetts,  60.56  per  cent  in  1842  sur- 
vived the  age  of  20,  and  only  53.98  in  1845;  while  in  Preston,  76.3  per  cent  of 
the  "  gentry ,''  51.6  per  cent,  of  the  "  tradesmen,"  and  only  31.5  per  cent,  of  the 
"  operatives,"  survived  the  same  age.  In  Massachusetts,  26.08  in  1842,  and  only 
21.71  in  1845,  survived  the  age  of  60,  while  in  Preston  45.1  per  cent  of  the 
gentry,  20.5  per  cent,  of  the  tradesmen,  and  only  11.2  per  cent  of  the  laborers 
survived  that  age.  This  shows  that  the  people  of  MassachusettB  do  not  enjoy  so 
good  health  as  the  better  classes  in  England,  though  better  health  than  the  labor- 
ing classes.  The  influence  of  circumstances  and  occupation  on  health  and  lon- 
gevity, is  strikingly  illastrated  by  the  statement  concerning  Preston.  It  appears 
that  while  72.3  per  cent  of  the  gentry  survived  30  years,  only  25.2  of  the  opera- 
tives, or  laborers,  survived  the  same  age. 

Place  of  birth  has  some  influence  on  health  and  longevity.  It  is  useful  to 
know,  not  only  whether  the  person  dying  was  a  native  of  the  State,  but  the  town, 
and,  if  possible,  the  locality  in  the  town  where  he  lived  and  died.  Some  particu- 
lar places,  near  marshes  and  stagnant  water,  in  rural  districts,  and  in  dirty  streets 
and  lanes,  in  cities,  are  known  to  be  surrounded  with  a  miasmatic  atmosphere, 
that  injures  health  and  abridges  life.  To  ascertain  how  far  such  causes  exist, 
and  what  influence  they  possess,  was  one  reason  for  inserting  the  place  of  birth 
in  the  Register.  The  Alphabetical  Abstract  of  causes  of  death,  specifies  the 
facts  in  relation  to  each.  From  this  the  following  table,  including  the  still  boin, 
is  compiled.    (Table  (r,)  next  page.) 
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(r) 


COUATIKS. 

Natives  of 
the  town. 

Other 
Americans. 

Foielgners. 

Not  speci- 
fied. 

Total. 

Berkshire, 

250 

131 

10 

97 

488 

Franklin, 

139 

103 

• 

89 

331 

HampsliiTe,     . 

d06 

92 

1 

^ 

395 

Hampden, 

236 

161 

15 

509 

Worcester, 

887 

431 

26 

183 

1527 

Middlesex, 

822 

378 

92 

214 

1506 

Essex,    . 

937 

245 

23 

299 

1504 

Norfolk, 

405 

117 

9 

126 

657 

Plymouth, 

368 

50 

3 

63 

484 

Bristol, 

425 

124 

12 

158 

719 

Barnstable, 

326 

55 

12 

15 

408 

Dukes  and  Nantucket 

,       166 

14 

6 

1 

187 

Total, 

5167 

1901 

209 

1438 

8715 

This  table  shows,  in  a  forcible  manner,  the  stationary  habits  which  govern  the 
inhabitants  of  the  interior  towns  in  Massachusetts.    Of  the  7,277,  whoso  place 

of  birth  is  speci6ed,  there  were 

Number,      /n  100. 

Natives  of  the  towQ  in  which  they  died, 6,167    or    71.01 

Natives  of  other  places  in  the  United  States,  .  1,901     "     26.12 

Bom  in  foreign  countries, 209     "      2.87 

Total, 7,277  100.00 

The  counties  having  the  largest  proportion  of  persons  who  were  not  bom  in 
the  town  in  which  they  died,  were  Worcester  and  Middlesex.  Essex  was  the 
next,  and  Hampshire  had  the  least.  Middlesex,  including  Lowell  and  Charles- 
town,  had  nearly  four  times  as  many  foreigners  as  any  other.  The  counties  in 
which  large  manufacturing  towns  are  situated  are  affected  by  immigration  to 
these  towns,  and  they  show  a  larger  proportion  of  Americans,  born  in  other  places, 
as  well  as  foreigners. 

OccupaUon  is  supposed  to  have  some  influence  on  health  and  longevity.  Some 
emplojrmentB  are  supposed  to  be  favorable  and  others  unfavorable.  The  table, 
page  86,  was  compiled  from  the  three  published  reports  and  the  manuscript 
returns  for  this  year,  and  it  will  be  found  to  possess  interest  Subjoined  are  a 
few  facts  from  this  table,  showing  the  influence  of  some  of  the  occupations 
specified.  The  table  contains  the  number  and  average  age  each  year,  and  the 
total  for  the  four  years.    (Table  (s,)  next  page.) 

Though  these  observations  are  too  limited  to  show  how  far  occupation  has  an 
influence  over  life,  yet  they  show  there  is  a  difference^  which  it  is  important  to 
have  investigated  and  known  by  a  long  series  of  observations  extending  through- 
out the  State.  According  to  this  statement,  the  average  age  of  2,673  farmers 
was  64,  and  of  461  shoemakers,  43. 

DomeaHe  condition  has  been  supposed  to  have  some  influence  on  longevity. 
From  an  examination  of  the  returns  last  year,  it  appears  that  of  4,528  persons, 
whose  ages  are  specified  as  having  died  over  20  years  old,  the  domestic  con- 
dition of  36,439  is  stated.  This  is  39.75  per  cent  of  the  whole  deaths,  and  75.95 
per  cent  of  those  over  20.  The  number,  aggregate  age,  and  average  age  of 
each  class,  appears  as  follows :  (t) 
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{») 


Occupation. 

1842. 

1843. 

1844. 

1845. 

Total. 

No. 

Age. 

No. 

Age. 

No. 

Age. 

No.  j  Agc.j  No. 

Age. 

64 
56 
53 
51 
34 
54 
53 
41 
43 
49 
42 
41 
29 

Farmers,    .    . 
Physicians,     . 
Clergymen,    . 
Lawyers,    •    . 
Teachers,  .     . 
Blacksmiths,  . 
Carpenters,     . 
Painters,    .    . 
Shoemakers,  . 
Laborers,  .    . 
Seamen,     .    . 
Tailoresses,    . 
Dress-makers, 

660 

7 

14 

12 

9 

34 

95 

12 

104 

193 

176 

• 

• 

66 
61 
55 
56 
38 
57 
62 
41 
46 
49 
39 

706 

25 

22 

5 

16 

35 

99 

8 

113 

171 

199 

66 
57 
55 
53 
37 
59 
48 
42 
48 
51 
43 

663 

27 

18 

7 

14 

31 

76 

21 

110 

158 

128 

7 

3 

64 
54 
51 
44 
33 
50 
51 
41 
39 
50 
37 
41 
25 

645     6112673 

20,    56     79 

11!    50     65 

7     49     31 

21     29     60 

45     52   145 

79,    52  349 

10     41     51 

134!    41   461 

208,    49  735 

13l|    42  634 

16     40     23 

11|    30     14 

(t) 


Class. 


Males. 


Number 


Aggregate  Age. 


Aver.  Age, 


Females. 


Number 


Aggregate  Age.  Aver.  Age. 


Unmarried, 

Married, 

Widowed, 

Total, 


338 
956 
162 


12,149 
53,613 
11,671 


35.91 
56.07 
72.04 


424 
963 
596 


23,392 
46,334 
35,384 


55.16 
4ail 
59.03 


1456 


77,433 


53.18 


1983 


105,110 


53.00 


This  table  is  formed  by  adding  the  complete  years  of  each  class  together,  as 
they  appear  in  the  retmns.  As  many  lived  more  than  the  full  years,  in  parts 
from  one  to  twelve  months,  it  is  presumed  they  lived,  on  the  average,  half  a  year 
longer  than  above  specified.  This  would  give  the  average  age  of  the  males 
53.68  years,  and  the  females  53.50,  and  the  classes  in  the  same  proportion. 
Though  no  definite  conclusions  should  be  drawn  from  these  facts,  yet  they  pos- 
sess great  interest,  and  should  be  preserved  and  combined  with  others  of  a  simi- 
lar nature  which  future  investigations  may  produce. 

Public  Health. — The  diseases  and  causes  of  death  are  presented  in  this  Re- 
port in  three  separate  abstracts.  The  first  (p.  41)  gives  them  arranged  in  alpha- 
betical order,  under  names  generally  as  they  were  registered  and  returned,  and 
designating,  in  regard  to  each,  the  sex,  (which  has  not  been  done  in  previous 
years,)  age,  month  of  tlie  year,  and  place  of  birth.  This  mode  of  presenting  the 
causes  of  death  will  afibrd  easy  data  to  some  persons  for  more  minute  analysis,  if 
desired.  Tn  the  two  next  abstracts,  the  causes  of  death  are  classified,  with  some 
slight  modifications,  according  to  the  nomenclature  prepared  by  William  Fair, 
Esq.,  and  adopted  by  the  Registrar  General  of  Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths,  in 
England.  Some  alteration  of  his  list  has  been  made,  and  each  class  axranged 
alphabetically. 
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Some  claBsificatioii  of  diseases  is  absolately  necessaiy  for  statistical  paiposes ; 
bat  there  is  a  difficulty  in  making^  one  that  shall  be  entirely  satisfactory  even  to 
one's  own  mind.  Physicians  disagree  in  regard  to  it  While  it  may  be  proper  that 
each  one  should  be  at  liberty  to  return  the  cause  of  death  under  such  name  as  he 
shall  select,  it  is  much  to  be  desired  that  such  names  only  should  be  used,  as 
would  give  a  clear  definition  of  such  cause.  I  have  in  possession  the  printed 
abstracts  of  the  interments  in  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore, 
for  the  last  twenty  years,  beside  those  in  our  State,  and  other  places,  and  have 
copied  every  cause  of  death,  as  it  appears  in  these  documeutB.  They  show  not 
only  that  a  great  variety  of  causes  of  death  exist,  but  that  very  many  different 
names  are  given  to  the  same  cause.  It  will  at  once  be  perceived,  that  it  would 
be  almost  impossible  to  make  a  statistical  analysis  of  each  cause,  as  given  under 
these  numerous  names.  It  becomes  necessary  to  group  them  together  in  classes, 
giving  those  that  are  synonymous,  or  nearly  so,  under  one  name,  and  those  affect- 
ing a  particular  organ  or  function,  under  one  class.  With  such  a  classification,  a 
comparison  may  be  instituted  in  regard  to  the  prevalence  and  fatality  of  diseases 
in  different  places  and  in  different  seasons. 

In  the  second  table  (p.  49)  the  causes  of  death  are  given  for  this  year  by  coun- 
ties. In  the  third  table  (p.  55)  a  summary  for  each  of  the  four  years  is  given,  and 
the  proportions  of  deaths  from  each  specified  cause,  to  10,000  from  all  causes ; 
the  most  interesting  comparison  that  can  be  presented  from  the  facts.  It  would 
be  instructive  to  know  the  number  of  deaths  from  each  cause  that  take  place  in 
a  given  number  of  the  living,  but  this  cannot  be  done  without  full  returns,  which 
can  be  obtained  only  under  an  improved  method  of  collecting  the  facts. 

In  making  these  tables,  the  county  of  Suffolk  has  been  excluded,  as  iu  the 
other  tables.  It  was  desirable  to  make  a  comparison  in  regard  to  diseases  in  the 
same  territory  each  year,  and  it  could  not  be  done  without  excluding  that  county. 
It  appears  that 

The  deaths  from  all  causes  were  . 
The  deaths  from  specified  causes  were 

LeaTing  from  causes  not  specified,         1,347  1,128  1,174  672 

Showing  that  the  causes  of  death  have  been  more  accurately  returned  this  than 
any  former  year. 

The  following  table  represents  the  comparative  prevalence  of  the  different 
classes  of  diseases,  taking  10,000  as  the  basis  of  the  calculation  for  all  known 
causes  of  death.    (Table  (u,)  next  page.) 

1.  ZimoHc  Diseawt. — ^Thia  term  is  used  to  designate  all  epidemic,  endemic, 
and  contagious  diseases.  It  is  the  property  of  zimotic  diseases  to  prevail  more  at 
one  time  than  at  another,  or  more  in  one  locality  than  in  another ;  and  to  be- 
come epidemic,  endemic,  or  contagious,  under  certain  circumstances.  In  some 
seasons  and  places  they  occur  with  more  frequency,  or  with  more  virulence  and 
fatality,  than  in  others.  It  is  supposed  that  the  best  index  to  public  health  may 
be  deduced  from  the  proportion  in  which  these  diseases  prevail. 

In  looking  at  the  table,  it  does  not  appear  that  the  proportion  of  these  diseases 
has  varied  very  much  in  the  four  years.  Last  year  there  were  92  more  in  every 
10,000  than  in  either  other  year,  and  492  more  than  in  1844,  showing  an  increase 


In  1842. 

1843. 

1844. 

1845. 

7,496 

8,306 

8,260 

8,642 

6,149 

7,177 

7,076 

8,070 
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of  this  class  of  diseases.  Cholera  infkntum,  croup,  dysenteiy,  fevers^  and  scar- 
latina, have  been  the  predominant  diseases  of  this  class.  Scarlatina,  one  of  the 
diseases  most  to  be  dreaded  among  us,  caused  nearly  one  quarter  of  all  the 
deaths  of  this  class  the  last  year.  The  ages  at  which  this  disease  occurred 
for  the  four  years,  appear  in  table  (o.) 

2.  Dwases  of  Unoaiain  or  Crenend  Seat. — ^If  accuracy  were  at  all  times 
used  in  recording  the  cause  of  death,  this  class  would  be  smalL  It  appears  that 
half  of  all  the  deaths  in  this  class  the  last  year,  and  more  than  half  the  previous 
year,  were  returned  under  the  convenient  name  of  **  Infantile  Diseases."  Such 
an  indefinite  term  should  not  be  used  in  the  Registers,  when  the  specific  causes 
can  be  ascertained. 

3.  DiaeoMes  of  the  J^Tervous  Sydenu — ^The  diseases  under  this  head  have  main- 
tained about  their  usual  proportions.    Delirium  tremens  was  classed,  before  this 

(») 


Classes  or  Cavsbs. 

To  10,000  Deaths  by  al)  specified  causes, 
there  were  of 

1842. 

1843. 

1844. 

1845. 

1.  Zimotic  Diseases, 

Sporadic  Diseases 

2.  Of  Uncertain  or  General  Seat, 

3.  Of  the  Nervous  System, 

4.  Of  the  Organs  of  Respiration, 

5.  Of  the  Orgaps  of  Circulation, 

6.  Of  the  Digestive  Organs,     . 

7.  Of  the  Urinary  Organs, 

8.  Of  the  Organs  of  Generation, 

9.  Of  the  Organs  of  Locomotion, 

10.  Of  the  Integumentary  System, 

11.  Of  Old  Age,        .        .        . 

12.  Of  External  Causes,     . 

Total,       .... 

2644 

745 

891 
3186 

194 

418 
39 

132 

68 

15 

1060 

608 

2583 

1243 

942 

2852 

171 

748 

45 

166 

54 

20 

798 

378 

2299 

1625 

892 

2878 

199 

612 

45 

96 

48 

17 

892 

397 

2736 

1102 

984 

3150 

168 

641 

40 

118 

42 

21 

624 

374 

10,000 

10,000 

10,000 

10,000 

M 


Agk. 

Massachusetts. 

Philadelphia. 
1841—44. 

Ireland. 
1830—1840. 

1842. 

1843. 

1844. 

1846. 

Total. 

Under  1,    -    - 

1  to  2,    .    . 

2  to  5,   .    - 
5  to  10,-    - 

10  to  20,.    - 
20  to  30,-    - 
Over  30,    -    - 
Not   specified. 

Total,     -    - 

31 
49 

150 
99 
32 
11 
11 

100 

79 

90 

308 

163 

41 

9 

16 

26 

49 

42 

123 

59 

32 

8 

6 

11 

83 

89 
204 
83 
41 
16 
7 
15 

242 

270 
785 
404 
146 
44 
40 
152 

81 

161 

464 

214 

15 

11 

15 

• 

1571 

1128 

1879 

2380 

678 

145 

53 

42 

483 

732 

330 

538 

2063 

967 

7876 
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year,  under  intemperance.  That  is  undoubtedly  the  cause,  but  not  the  disease 
itself.    Hydrocephalus  has  mcreased  from  182  to  234  in  10^000  deaths. 

4.  Diatates  of  the  Organs  of  Respiration, — ^This  class  of  causes  produces 
nearly  one  third  of  all  the  deaths,  maintaining,  however,  about  its  usual  propor- 
tions during  the  four  years.  Consumption,  that  great  destroyer  of  human  life  in 
New  England,  Old  England,  and  other  places,  caused  2,072,  or  2;567  in  eveiy 
10,000  deaths  last  year. 

The  &tality  of  this  disease  is  so  general,  that  some  more  detail  in  regard  to  it 
may  be  profitable  to  present  to  the  public.  In  the  four  years,  the  returns  show 
the  ages  and  the  months  of  the  year,  in  which  consumption  took  place,  as  fol- 
lows:— 

(w) 


Aox. 

1842. 

1843. 

1844. 

1845. 

MOKTH. 

1841 

1843. 

1844. 

1846. 

Under  1,   -    - 

35 

35 

3 

119 

January,    -    - 

117 

136 

141 

166 

1  to  2,   -    - 

I4j    24 

41 

54 

February,  -    - 

137 

127 

1351     136 

2  to  5,    -    - 

20     23 

21 

24 

March,-    -    - 

153 

167 

127,     175 

5  to  10,-    - 

15     15 

18 

28 

April,    -    -    - 

145 

174 

133     198 

10  to  20,.    - 

132,  165 

172 

171 

May,     -    -    - 

125 

183 

1511     196 

20  to  30,-    - 

349l  490 

412 

445 

June,     -    -    - 

130 

148 

126     179 

30  to  40,-    - 

255,  364 

281 

339 

July,     -    -    - 

124 

156 

143'     198 

40  to  50,-    - 

190  234 

184 

244 

August,     -    - 

114 

164 

130i    148 

50  to  60,-    - 

149  162 

139 

191 

September,     - 

120 

180 

157|     156 

60  to  70,-    - 

144   166 

142 

194 

October,    -    - 

131 

175 

136,     179 

70  to  80,-    - 

121    135 

131 

175 

November,     - 

94 

143 

129     190 

80  to  90,-    - 

35     30 

35 

44 

December,      - 

128 

158 

130;    171 

Over  90,  -    - 

1       7 

5 

3 

I 

Specified,  -    - 
Not  Specified, 

1518 

288 

1911 
9 

1638J  2072 
15 

Specified,  -    - 
rfot  Specified, 

14601850 
346     70 

1584 
69 

2031 
41 

Total,     -    - 

1806 

1Q20 

1653,  i8072 

Total,    -    - 

18061920 

1653 

2072 

J«7<«V 

From  these  tables,  it  appears  that  age  has  a  great  influence  on  the  disease,  but 
the  seasons  have  not  A  more  accurate  and  extensive  range  of  facta  adght,  how- 
ever, in  some  respects,  vary  this  result 

5.  DiaeoMi  of  the  Organs  of  Cireulatum.— The  diseases  of  tb^  heart  constitute 
the  principal  part  of  this  class.  The  proportion  has  not  variod  much  during  the 
period  of  observation. 

6.  Diseases  of  (he  Digestive  Orgaw.— This  is  a  v«ry  important  class  of  dis- 
eases. Several  of  the  Zimotic  diseases,  such  as  cholera,  cholera  infantum,  diar- 
rhoBa,  and  dysentery,  particularly  affect  these  organs.  They  may  be  reclassed  as 
follows : — 


Zimotic  disease  of  the  digestive  organs,    . 
Sporadic  diseases  of  the  digestive  organs, 


1842. 

1843. 

1844. 

1846. 

792 

724 

647 

796 

418 

748 

612 

641 

Both, 


1,210 


1,472  1,169 


1,436 


From  this  statement,  it  appears  that  affections  of  these  organs  are  the  cause  oi 
an  eighth  or  a  ninth  of  all  the  deaths.  The  age  and  seasons  have  great  influence  in 


12 
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their  production,  as  will  appear  from  a  more  particular  ezamination  of  the  tables. 
Takings  four  diseases  of  the  Zimotic  class  last  year,  we  have  the  following 
results : — 


W 

i  . 

^ 

£> 

i  . 

i 

6 

Aox. 

1 

¥ 

J 

Q* 

1 

MOVTH. 

d 

P 

8 

1 

(5 

\ 

Under  1,    . 

5 

64 

10 

71 

150 

i-A 

1 

. 

1 

2 

4 

1  to  2,  .    . 

3 

38 

5 

46 

92 

1 

, 

, 

1 

2 

ato5,  .  . 

3 

5 

a 

28 

36 

March, 

, 

2 

. 

2 

4 

5  to  10,      . 

3 

3 

5 

11 

i^^: 

4 

1 

1 

1 

7 

10  to  20,      . 

3 

a 

8 

11 

1 

, 

1 

4 

6 

20  to  30,      . 

5 

3 

3 

11 

June, 

. 

4 

2 

8 

14 

30  to  40,      . 

4 

, 

6 

10 

July, 

5 

21 

3 

42 

71 

40  to  50,      . 

2 

1 

3 

6 

August, 

21 

34 

3 

71 

129 

50  to  60,      . 

2 

1 

1 

4 

Sept'r, 

9 

36 

7 

50 

102 

60  to  70,      . 

7 

a 

6 

13 

Octob'r, 

2 

10 

3 

12 

27 

70  to  80,      . 

5 

2 

17 

24 

Nov'r, 

, 

2 

2 

3 

7 

80  to  90,      . 

1 

6 

7 

Dec'r, 

1 

1 

1 

4 

7 

Not  specified 
Total,      . 

2 

1 

2 

. 

5 

• 

• 

• 

a 

• 

380 

45 

111 

24 

200|380 

. 

45 

111 

24 

200 

Here  is  a  remarkable  illustration  of  the  influence  of  age  and  seasons  in  the 
production  of  diseases.  Perhaps  the  number  in  the  diseases  specified  may  not 
be  strictly  correct,  as  it  is  diflicult  to  distinguish  them,  and  to  give  each  such  a 
diagnosis,  as  would  lead  to  an  exact  classification ;  notwithstanding  the  state- 
men>«  as  a  whole  are  very  instructive.  When  it  \a  known  that  more  than  two 
thirds  of  all  the  deaths  by  these  dLseases  occur  to  those  under  two  yean  of  agt^ 
and  in  th^  months  of  Auguti  and  Septemberj  it  should  lead  people  to  guard  those 
ages,  especitUy  in  those  months,  against  theur  attack. 

7.  DUeasea  tf  the  Urinary  Organs. — Gravel  is  one  of  the  most  formidable  dis-^ 
eases  of  this  cl&ss.  Cystitis,  or  inflammation  of  the  bladder,  the  next  The 
returns  show  some  variation  in  particular  diseases,  though  nearly  the  same  pro- 
portion in  the  tlass. 

8.  Diseases  of  J^  Organs  of  Generation, — Childbirth  and  puerperal  fever  are 
assigned  to  this  class,  as  their  appropriate  place  in  this  abstract,  though  the  latter  is 
a  zimotic  disease.  The  ^umber  of  deaths  from  these  causes  ia  very  considerable, 
as  will  appear  on  examination  of  ihe  tables.  Puerperal  fever  is  supposed  to  be 
highly  contagious,  and  is  a  disease  which  frequently  proves  fatal. 

9.  Diseases  of  the  Organs  of  LocoimtMon, — Cases  which  sometimes  are  re- 
turned as  rheumatic  fever  are  classed  heie.  Rheumatism  and  diseases  of  the 
spine,  are  the  principal  part  of  this  claas. 

10.  Diseases  if  IhA  Iniegvmeniary  SyeUmu^VlceiB  cause  the  greatest  part  of 
the  deaths  of  this  class. 

11.  Old  Age. — ^The  number  returned  as  having  died  of  old  age,  has  decreased 
in  the  four  years,  finom  1060  to  624  in  10,000.  It  is,  however,  doubtful,  whether 
there  would  have  been  that  difference  had  the  cause  of  death  been  always  accu- 
rately stated. 
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12.  Detdhajrom  Exierwd  Caiues.'—ln  1843,  the  number  of  deaths  from  these 
causes  was  apparently  much  larger  than  it  has  since  been.  This  is  partly 
accounted  for,  from  the  fact  that  those  dying  by  delirium  tremens  were  classed 
with  these  causes  then,  but  have  not  been  so  classed  this  year.  There  appears 
also  to  have  been  an  unusual  number  drowned  that  year.  Bums  and  scalds,  and 
casualties,  have  maintained  about  their  usual  porportions.  Suicides  have  some- 
what decreased. 

It  might  be  profitable  to  go  into  a  more  particular  analysis  of  each  of  these 
classes  of  diseases,  but  I  will  not  attempt  it  at  this  time.  Persons  who  desire  it 
can  find  many  interesting  facts  by  a  careful  examination  of  the  printed  tables. 

Such  are  some  of  the  facts  developed  under  the  Registry  System,  and  they 
lead  us  to  hope  that  those  in  future  will  be  still  more  interesting.  Other  sug- 
gestions present  themselves,  but  the  intended  limits  of  this  communication  will 
not  allow  of  their  introduction.  I  wish,  however,  before  closing,  to  offer  some 
more  general  remarks  on  the  importance  of  Registration  in  itei  connection  with 
the  health  of  the  people. 

Man  comes  into  existence  a  helpless  being ;  arrives  at  maturity  by  the  aid  of 
others ;  exists  in  a  state  of  maturity  an  indefinite  period,  and  then  decays  and 
dies ;  "  the  dust  returns  to  the  earth  as  it  was."  This  is  the  common  lot  of  alL 
Life  may  extend  to  70,  80, 90,  or  even  100  years ;  and  it  may  terminate  in  a  year, 
a  month,  or  even  in  an  hour.  We  know  that  we  all  must  die ;  but  the  time 
of  our  death  we  do  not  know.  It  may  come  comparatively  soon }  it  may  not 
We  believe,  howevor,  that  the  time  of  our  death,  though  unknown,  is  in  some  res- 
pects within  our  own  control.  We  believe  that  disease  and  death  come  not  from 
a  mysterious,  unconditional  Providence,  but  are  the  result  of  the  condition  of  our 
bodies,  and  the  influences  that  are  brought  to  bear  upon  them.  Many  of  these 
influences  we  bring  around  us  by  our  own  voluntary  choice.  One  person  takes 
proper  food,  at  proper  times  and  in  proper  quantities ;  another  indulges  his  appe* 
tite,  and  takes  unwholesome  food,  at  irregular  intervals,  and  in  injurious  quanti- 
ties. One  person  clothes  himself  so  as  to  maintain  an  uniform  temperature  of 
the  body  at  all  times ;  another  guards  not  agtfinst  the  changes  in  the  tempemture 
of  the  seasons,  but  allows  himself  to  be  alternately  heated  and  chilli.  One 
man  selects  a  place  of  residence  where  the  air  he  breathes  is  pure  ap«l  invigorat- 
ing ;  another,  where  the  noxious  impurities  of  the  air  carry  disesFi)  and  death  to 
his  vitals.  One  person  keeps  his  skin  in  a  healthy  state  by  /i^uent  bathing ; 
another  permits  it  to  be  coated  over  with  impurities.  One  chooses  an  occupation 
which  gives  suflicient  exercise,  physical  and  mental,  to  keep  all  the  energies  of 
his  body  vigorous ;  another,  one  that  requires  too  msch  labor  for  his  physical 
nature,  or  has  in  itself  unhealthy  influences,  or,  in  hi«  occupation  over-exerts  him- 
self so  as  to  impair  his  physical  and  mental  capacity.  One  man  exposes  himself 
to  the  contagion  of  small  pox,  knowing,  at  tbe  same  time,  that  it  is  dangerous, 
takes  the  disease  and  dies ;  another  vaccinates  himself,  and  thus  protects  and 
saves  his  life.  One  man  ventures  upon  the  ocean  without  sufficient  knowledge 
to  manage  his  craft,  and  thus  exposes  himself  to  accidental  death ;  another  is 
cautious,  and  ventures  no  farther  than  safety  permits.  The  act  of  the  one 
in  each  case  is  favorable,  and  prolongs  life ;  the  act  of  another  is  unfavorable, 
and  abridges  it    And  will  not  every  one  say,  that  all  these  acts  and  influences 
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for  good  or  for  evil,  are  more  or  lees  within  the  control  of  man  ?— That  life 
may  be  saved  and  prolonged,  and  that  the  time  of  our  death  may,  in  some  aense, 
be  postponed  ?  Numerous  illnstrationB  of  this  truth  present  themselves  within 
the  circle  of  our  own  knowledge.  The  late  Rev.  Dr.  Ripley,  of  Concord,  when 
settled,  in  1778,  had  a  feeble  constitution ;  and  one  man  voted  against  him  be- 
cause he  thought  it  useless  to  settle  a  man  whose  probabilities  of  living  were  so 
smalL  He,  however,  by  great  care  and  attention  to  his  health,  acquired  a  pretty 
good  constitution,  and  survived  his  90th  year.  He  probably  added  50  years  to  a 
life,  which  another  man,  under  similar  circumstances,  would  not  have  enjoyed. 

We  know,  we  have  seen  in  these  Reports,  that  these  influences  are  not  alike 
in  all  places,  nor  in  all  seasons,  nor  in  all  employments,  nor  in  all  circumstances ; 
and  that  sickness  and  death  take  place  in  proportion  as  these  influences  are  favora- 
ble or  unfavorable.  Some  places  and  circumstances  are  more  fatal  to  children, 
some  to  adults,  and  some  to  the  aged,  than  others.  In  one  locality  one  class  of 
diseases,  and  in  a  difierent  one  another  class  prevail.  Endemic  influences  difler 
very  much  in  difierent  places  and  seasons.  But  what  these  influences  are,  or 
wherein  they  differ,  we  are  not  informed.  We  only  know  it  by  partial  investiga- 
tion and  vague  report    We  have  not  sufficient  data  for  definite  plans  of  action. 

The  tendency  of  our  people  is  to  become  a  manufacturing  people ;  and  manu- 
factures have  been  so  far  investigated,  that  the  cost  of  every  article — material, 
transportatioD,  labor,  wages,  board,  &c. — is  clearly  known.  But  what  amount  of 
life  is  sacrificed  thereby  we  know  not  We  do  not  know,  though  we  ought  to 
know,  whether  there  exists,  or  whether  there  is  any  tendency  to,  such  a  condition 
in  any  of  our  cities  and  towns,  as  would  justify  the  remark  of  Mr.  Chad  wick, 
before  quoted,  making  them  "  characteristic  of  those  crowded,  filthy,  badly  ad- 
ministered districts  in  England,  where  the  average  duration  of  life  is  short,  the 
proportion  of  the  young  very  great,  and  the  adult  generation  transient" 

The  impression  seems  to  have  become  general,  that  human  life  is  improving ; 
that  it  is  longer  and  healthier  now  than  formerly.  This,  however,  needs  confirma- 
tion, before  it  shall  be  asserted  as  truth.  From  investigations  which  have  been  made, 
I  am  inclined  to  think  otherwise,  especially  in  some  places,  and  when  the  present 
time  u  compared  with  a  period  fifly  years  ago.  We  do  not  know,  though  we 
ought  to  know,  how  fiur  our  habits — ^the  universal  thirst  for  wealth  in  America, 
the  reckless  speculations  of  some,  the  hap-hazard  mode  of  living  and  disregard 
to  health  of  oihers,  the  luxury  and  extravagance  of  certain  classes,  and  other 
practices  of  modem  society — tend  to  check  the  progress  of  the  population,  in- 
crease disease,  and  weaken  the  race. 

The  average  duration  of  life,  and  the  average  age  at  death,  vary  according  to 
difierent  infiuences.  We  have  not,  as  yet,  a  sufficient  number  of  facts  to  illus- 
trate these  differences  in  America.  Life  insurance  is  now  as  common  in 
Europe  as  insurance  on  property  %  and  it  is  becoming  more  common  in  this  coun- 
try. But  data  do  not  exist,  sufficiently  accurate,  to  form  a  proper  table  of  rates 
which  shall  be  paid  here  for  such  risks.  The  rates  charged  by  the  Massachu- 
setts Life  Office  were  calculated  from  the  deaths  alone,  and  are  therefore  sup- 
posed to  be  incorrect,  as  are  others  which  have  since  been  calculated  here. 
These  matters  concern  the  insured — the  people  as  much  as  the  insurers — and  are 
important  to  be  generally  known.  But  there  is  a  higher  value  than  this  to  be 
gained.    For  while  it  is  important  to  the  insured  and  the  insurer,  (comprising  a 
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small  pfirt  only  of  the  people,)  to  know  how  long  a  known  life  will  probably  con- 
tinae,  it  is  also  important  to  all  others,  comprising  the  great  mass  of  the  popula- 
tion,  to  know  how  long  they  may  probably  live,  mider  the  difierent  circumstances 
in  which  they  may  be  placed. 
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as  long  in  Liverpool  as  m  Surry !  At  30  it  is  shortened  7.8  years,  or  about  one 
fifth !  Yet  before  the  facts  developed  by  the  Registration  System  were  known, 
it  was  asserted  by  one  of  the  most  accurate  writers  in  England,  that  **  the  great 
increase  in  the  town  of  Liverpool  is  attributed  to  the  salubrity  of  the  air,  and  the 
progressive  improvement  in  its  trade,  conmierce,  steam-navigation  and  rail-roads  " ! 
This  is  a  forcible  illustration  of  the  importance  of  Registration.  Facts  of  equal 
importance  may  be  developed  in  our  own  State,  in  relation  to  the  condition  of 
our  towns  and  cities.  If  the  table  of  Mr.  Wigglesworth  adopted  by  the  Massachu- 
setts Life  Insurance  Company  is  a  correct  representation  of  the  mean  duration  of 
life  in  this  State,  (though  we  believe  it  is  not,)  it  is  as  unhealthy  as  Liverpool, 
and  the  most  unhealthy  districts  of  England. 

The  average  age  at  death,  as  has  been  already  said,  is  not  to  be  taken  as  an 
exact  index  of  comparison  for  the  health  of  a  place,  unless  we  have  the  number, 
age,  and  condition  of  the  living.  It  is,  however,  an  interesting  fact  to  be  known, 
and  we  present,  in  the  subjoined  table,  several  calculations  made  from  such  data  as 
are  in  our  possession. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


94 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS. 


(*) 


Period  ofObwr-  Nmber  of 

NmberoT. 

ratioo. 

jears. 

Death&. 

atdeaib. 

1779  to  1842, 

63 

OoDCord,  •         •         > 

1,600 

38.08 

1812  to  1845, 

33 

Plytnptoo,  {seepage 32,)     . 

4^  , 

41.00 

1805  to  1836, 

32 

Amherst,  N.  H. 

815 

32.00 

iei7  to  1843, 

27 

Dorchester,  Mass. 

1,767; 

32.20 

1842,       .     . 

1 

Maancbosetts  Returns, 

6,986  ' 

34.77 

1843,      .     .| 

1 

u                        u 

7,798  1 

33.82 

1844,      .     .! 

1 

a                       u 

7,689  1 

33.74 

1845,      .     . 

1 

M                                 U 

8<388 

30.26 

1611  to  1820, 

10 

Cily  of  Boston, . 

8,020 

27.25 

1821  to  1830, 

10 

u      u            u          ^ 

.    10,731 : 

25.88 

1831  to  1840, 

10 

u     u          u 

.      16^14  i 

22.72 

1841,      .     . 

1 

England,  . 

.    335,106 

29.46 

1841,      .     . 

1 

Ireland,     . 

>           •       1 

28.00 

1841,      .     . 

1 

London,    . 

•       1 

27.00 

1841,      .     . 

1 

Liverpool, 

.       1 

20.00 

1814  to  1833, 

20 

Geneva,  Switzeriand,  males. 

54219  ! 

38.44 

1814  to  1833, 

20 

"                «            females,!     5,688 

42.68 

1814  to  1833, 

20 

"                «            both, 

10,907  j 

40.67 

This  statement  affords  another  striking  iUnstration  of  the  infloence  of  locality 
on  longevity.  Estimating  by  the  above  average  age  at  death,  the  valae  of  life  to 
be  100  per  cent,  enjoyed  by  the  people  of  Plympton,  then  the  people  of  Bostcm 
wonld,  according  to  the  age  1631 — 1840,  enjoy  bat  55.41  per  cent;  or,  in 
another  view,  the  people  of  Boston,  on  the  average,  live  a  less  number  of  yeais 
by  44.59  per  cent  than  do  the  people  of  Plympton ! 

To  obtain  all  the  needfol  information  on  this  subject,  we  most  have  the  aid  of 
government  The  Legislature  must  direct  as  to  the  method  of  coDecting  and 
registering  the  facts  in  the  towns,  and  the  agency  by  which  they  shall  be  return- 
ed, digested,  arranged,  published  and  spread  before  the  people.  We  have  bad  a 
trigonometrical  survey  that  has  drawn  out  the  topography  and  boundaries  of  our 
towns,  the  height  of  our  elevations,  and  the  course  of  our  rivers ;  we  have  had  a 
geological  survey  that  has  figured  to  us  the  structure  and  formation  of  our  soil, 
and  pointed  out  the  probable  mineral  worth  of  every  place;  we  have  had 
an  agricultural  survey,  designed  to  reveal  the  physical  resources  of  our  lands,  and 
to  teach  our  farmers  where  and  by  what  means  crops  of  grain  and  grass  may  be 
produced  in  greatest  abundance  and  at  the  cheapest  rate,  where  and  how  sheep 
can  be  best  and  cheapest  raised,  hogs  fattened  and  cattle  maintained ;  we  have 
had  a  zoological  survey  which  presents  the  names,  localities  and  habits  of  beasts, 
birds,  fishes,  insects  and  reptiles,  which  exist  in  this  Commonwealth ;  and  we 
rejoice  that  such  surveys  have  been  made.  It  was  for  the  good  of  the  people  that 
they  were  undertaken,  and  they  reflect  high  honor  on  those  who  instituted  them. 

But  while  we  have  all  these  surveys  and  maps,  pointing  out  the  boundaries  of 
our  counties  and  towns,  the  localities  of  our  mineral  wealth,  the  best  lands  for 
farming  and  the  production  of  domestic  animals,  and  the  existence  of  noxious 
and  innoxious  wild  animals,  we  may  ask  where  is  the  sanatory  map  which  points 
out  the  healthy  and  unhealthy  localities  in  the  State,  which  will  reveal  to  our 
people  where  and  how  human  life  can  best  be  sustained  and  longest  continued. 
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and  where  and  how  haman  energy  and  prodoctive  power  can  be  best  brought 
to  bear  upon  the  culture  and  development  of  the  sources  of  wealth  in  the 
State  ?  Have  we  not  said  by  such  legislation  that  our  cattle  and  our  hogs  are  of 
more  value  than  the  lives  of  ourselves  and  our  children  f  Have  we  not  extended 
to  the  brute,  whose  worth  is  measured  by  dollars  and  cents,  a  species  of  legisla- 
tion which  has  been  withheld  from  nyin,  who  is  of  immeasurable  value  ?  When 
compared  to  investigations  into  the  physical  condition  of  man,  ell  other  investiga- 
tions dwindle  into  insignificance. 

The  following  sensible  remarks  on  this  subject  are  quoted  from  a  review  of 
Dunglison  on  Human  Health,  in  the  American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences, 
published  in  Philadelphia,  for  April  last,  a  most  able  quarterly  periodical  work : — 

"  What  our  governments,  either  national  or  state,  have  done  for  the  health  of 
the  people  is  unknown  to  us.  If  they  have  enacted  any  laws,  or  taken  any  meas- 
ures to  prevent  the  beginning  and  the  growth,  in  this  country,  of  the  lamentable 
state  of  things  that  has  been  shown  to  exist  in  regard  to  the  poor  of  Europe,  they 
have  escaped  our  notice.  They  have  done  almost  every  thing  else ;  but  this  they 
have  left  undone.  They  have  legislated  for  property,  but  not  for  life.  They  have 
cared  for  the  lands,  the  cattle,  the  money  of  their  constituents,  but  not  for  their 
health  and  longevity.  They  have  held  out  encouragements  for  the  people  to 
raise  the  largest  crops,  the  strongest  horses,  the  fattest  hogs,  and  the  most  active 
silk-worms ;  in  short,  for  the  greatest  productive  power  of  land  or  beast,  but  noth- 
ing is  done  for  the  great  producer,  the  owner,  director  and  enjoy er  of  all.  Con- 
gress has  surveyed  the  public  lands,  and  ascertained  how  much  and  what  sort  of 
crops  can  be  raised  upon  them ;  and  urged  their  fruitfulness  as  a  motive  for  peo- 
ple to  buy  and  settle  upon  them ;  but  whether  these  settlers  are  to  live  or  to  die 
upon  those  lands,  is  not  thought  worth  the  inquiry.  They  have  taken  pains  to 
inquire  at  how  much  cost  of  capital  and  machinery,  and  of  labor,  horse-power 
and  steam-power,  of  men-power,  mines  can  be  wrought,  cloth  can  be  made,  and 
ships  can  be  saUed ;  but  how  much  cost  of  life,  how  much  deterioration  of  health 
and  strength  are  necessary  for  these  operations,  these  have  not  received  any  ex- 
amination. Whether  our  manufacturing  population  is  sinking  to  the  weakness 
and  depravity  of  the  operatives  of  Manchester,  or  are  yet  as  healthy  and  live  as 
long  as  men  and  women  in  other  employments ;  these  are  matters  which  our  gov- 
ernments ought  to  inquire  into,  but  which  they  have  not  regarded. 

'*  Massachusetts  is  the  only  State  that  has  provided  for  the  Registration  of  Births 
and  Deaths,  and  the  causes  of  mortality.  And  even  this  law  is  not  completely 
enforced.  The  only  attempt  which  the  national  government  has  made  to  gather 
any  facts  in  regard  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  people,  was  an  inquiry  into  the 
number  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  the  blind  and  the  insane,  at  the  enumeration  of  1840. 
And  these  facts  were  so  carelessly  gathered  and  faithlessly  published,  as  to  be 
worse  than  useless. 

"  The  same  diversity  of  physical  and  sanitary  condition,  which  is  shown  to  exist 
among  the  rich  and  the  poor  of  Britain,  is  also  found  here  in  this  favored  land. 
We  have  examined  a  few  towns,  and  our  facts  corroborate  those  of  Mr.  Chad- 
wick.  The  difference  of  domestic  condition  and  of  longevity  between  the  com- 
fortable and  the  straitened  classes  is  not  so  wide  here  as  it  is  there,  but  it  is  none 
the  less  certain.  In  Dorchester,  Mass.,  the  poor  averaged  27  years,  and  the 
prosperous  fanners  45  years  of  life.    In  Concord  and  Brooklyn,  a  similar  difier- 
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ence  wmt  tbown.  Thii  ptitiil  dealing  of  death  with  hia  aobjecta  ia  ctiinued  the 
moat  zmoDg  the  children.  Among  the  poor  of  Dorcheater,  33  per  cenL  of  all 
the  deaths  were  under  two  years  of  age ;  among  the  richer,  oohr  12  per  cesL 
died  at  that  age.  On  the  other  hand,  27  per  cent  of  the  proaperooa,  and  oiilj  9 
per  cent  of  the  nnproaperooa,  reached  or  paaaed  their  thiectoic  and  ten  jearSL 
Theae  facta  show  that  there  is,  at  leaat,  a  field  c€  inqoirj  almost  nwtnnrhpd  in 
America,  bat  which  we  commend  to  the  paternal  care  of  oar  goreinoent  to  in- 
yesdgate  and  ascertain  the  extent  of  the  erik,  and  the  discrepancies  which  are 
fband  in  the  three  towna  abore-named.* 

It  is  roelancbolj  to  think  that  oat  of  90,761  peisons,  whose  agea  are  known  and 
embraced  in  the  Reports  for  the  past  4  years,  13,154  died  nnder  20  years  of  age* 
and  before  they  had  attained  their  full  maturity  of  life ;  more  meknchoiy  that  this 
great  mortality  among  the  yoang  is  increasing  from  year  to  year ;  and  more  md> 
ancholy  still,  that  it  is  owing  to  circumstances  which  are  mostly  within  the  con- 
trol of  the  people,  and  are  partly  preventable,  if  known  and  understood. 

It  may  seem  strange  that  any  attempt  should  be  made  to  estimate  in  money 
what  money  did  not  procure,  and  cannot  restore  if  taken  away ;  jet  the  inclina- 
tion of  some  people  is  to  estimate  every  measure  by  the  profit  or  loss  in  doDars 
and  cents  which  it  will  produce,  rather  than  by  any  general  good  it  affisrds  to 
humaoity.    These  considerations  justify  the  remarks  I  propose  now  to  make. 

Looking  at  this  subject,  then,  merely  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  riew,  and  upon 
man  merely  as  a  producer,  who  is  to  add  to  the  wealth  of  the  State,  we  must 
consider  this  subject  of  Registration  and  its  conseqaent  developments,  as  having 
a  most  important  bearing  upon  its  prosperity.  In  this  view,  man  may  be  regarded 
as  worth  so  much  to  the  State  as  his  power  of  production  exceeds  the  cost  of  his 
maintenance.  We  may  look  upon  all  expenditures  for  his  support  and  education, 
during  infancy  and  childhood,  as  so  much  capital  invested,  which  may  be  made 
profitable,  when  he  shall  receive  his  full  development  and  productive  power.  The 
death  of  all  children  may  be  considered  a  loss  equal  to  the  whole  cost  of  their 
previous  maintenance.  Some  persons  open  family  accounts  with  every  child, 
and  can  at  any  time  show  the  expenses  incurred.  It  may  be  below  the  truth  to 
estimate  the  average  annual  expenses  which  each  child  in  the  State  incurs,  at 
$50. 

The  population  of  Massachusetts  may  now  be  estimated  at  800,000.  From  the 
returns  of  deaths  received,  I  have  estimated  the  whole  number  of  deaths  in  the 
State  last  year  to  have  been  14,000,  which  is  nearly  1  in  57,  or  1.75  per  cent  of 
the  population.  Of  these  14,000,  there  died  at  least  6,000  children  and  youth 
under  15  years  of  age.  Estimating  the  average  ages  of  the  whole  of  these  in  the 
same  proportion  as  those  actually  known,  it  will  give  for  each  about  4  years,  or 
24,000  years  of  life  for  all.  This,  at  $50  a  year,  amounts  to  $1,200,000  as  the 
cost  of  their  maintenance.  And  all  this  sum  was  lost  to  the  State  last  year  by 
premature  deaths,  before  any  return  could  be  made  for  it  Can  any  one  doubt 
that  half,  at  least,  might  have  been  saved  by  proper  knowledge  and  care  ? 

The  proportionate  number  of  deaths  among  the  young  has  been  increasing  for 
several  years  past  in  this  country,  as  our  investigations  prove ;  and  we  see  no 
reason  to  believe  it  will  be  less,  until  more  knowledge  is  diffused  in  regard  to 
the  laws  of  life  and  the  liability  to  death,  under  different  circumstances.  This 
immense  loss  of  the  productive  power  of  the  State,  may  be  considered  aa  an 
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annaal  tax,  which  the  people  must  pay  eveiy  year,  until  they  find  out  and  use  the 
means  of  prevention. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  strength  and  dignity  of  a  nation  consist  not  in  its 
lands,  its  houses,  its  wealth,-^but  in  its  people.  And  I  haye  already  stated,  that 
that  people  is  most  prosperous  which  contains  the  greatest  proportionate  number 
of  the  productive  age.  In  the  above  calculation,  we  have  not  taken  into  account 
the  loss  sustained  by  the  death  of  those  belonging  to  this  age.  This  would 
greatly  swell  the  amount  of  loss.  We  have  stated  that  by  care  and  attention  the 
late  Dr.  Ripley  probably  added  50  years  to  his  life.  We  are  now  considering, 
time  as  money,  labor  as  money,  l}fe  as  money,  and  not  the  real,  moral  value  of  that 
good  man's  services.  Estimating  then  this  time  to  be  worth  $1.00  per  day,  or 
$300  per  annum,  the  50  years  of  life  were  worth  $15,000,  and  that  sum  was 
saved  by  the  prolongation  of  his  life.  The  deaths  in  this  State  last  year,  as  we 
have  estimated,  were  14,000.  Of  these,  5,000  probably  died  between  15  and  60 
years  of  age.  Let  us  suppose  that  by  proper  knowledge  of  the  laws  of  health 
and  a  proper  care  in  obeying  these  laws,  5  years  might,  on  the  average,  have 
been  added  to  each  of  their  lives, — and  this  seems  not  an  extravagant  supposition, 
— then  we  should  have  saved,  instead  of  losing,  as  we  have  done,  25,000  years  of 
life,  which,  estimated  to  be  worth  in  this  adult  age,  only  $150  a  year,  would 
have  produced  $3,750,000 !    And  this  loss  must  be  annual ! 

There  is  still  another  view  of  this  great  subject  William  Farr,  Esq.,  one  of 
the  ablest  writers  on  Vital  Statistics  of  the  age,  stated  in  McCulloch's  Statistical 
Account  of  the  British  Empire,  that  "  when  1  person  in  100  dies  annually,  2 
are  constantly  sick ;  although  this  exact  relation  is,  perhaps,  not  preserved  in  in 
fancy  and  old  ago,  or  where  the  rate  of  mortality  deviates  from  the  standard,  it 
may  be  safely  assumed  as  a  near  approximation  to  the  truth."  This  principle 
may  be  more  simply  expressed  thus :  The  proportion  of  persons  constantly  sick 
in  a  population,  is  double  the  annual  proportion  per  cent,  which  the  deaths  bear 
to  the  living  in  that  population.  According  to  the  estimate  already  given,  the 
proportion  of  deaths  to  the  population  in  Massachusetts  was  1  in  57,  or  1.75  per 
cent.  Double  this  per  centage,  and  we  have  3.5  as  the  proportion  per  cent ;  and 
this  proportion  of  800,000  is  28,000,  the  actual  number  constantly  sick  in  this 
State. 

Sickness  occasions  a  two-fold  loss  ;  one  for  the  time  and  labor  of  the  sick,  and 
the  other  for  the  nursing,  medical  attendance,  medicine,  and  other  expenses^ 
which  they  require.  The  first  may  be  esUmated  at  $50,  and  the  second  at  $150, 
or  $200  per  annum  for  both,  which  multiplied  by  the  28,000,  give  a  total  annual 
loss  by  sickness  of  $5,600,000 !  It  is  supposed  that  half  of  this  sickness  is  pre- 
ventable, and  that  half  of  this  enormous  sum  might  be  saved  if  the  laws  of 
health  were  properly  understood  and  obeyed. 
We  might  save  then — 

By  diminishing  the  mortality  of  infancy  and  childhood, $600,000 

By  prolonging  the  Urea  of  adults, 3,760,000 

By  preserring  the  general  health  and  diminishing  sickness,  .        .        .        .    2,800,000 

Making,  according  to  this  view,  an  annual  total  saving  of  .  •  t7,160,000 

This  amounts  in  ten  years  to  $71,500,000,  or  about  one  quarter  qf  all  the  prop- 
erty qf  the  CommonweaUh,  according  to  the  valuation  of  1840 ! 
13 
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Tiiis  is  a  pecimiaiy  view  of  the  vabject  Bat,  bowe? er  atiikiiig  it  may  appear, 
it  deseires  not  to  be  meDtioned,  when  contrasted  with  another,  which  preKnts 
itself.  The  amount  of  widowhood  and  orphanage  which  death  occasions,  and  the 
poverty  and  suffering  which  often  accompany  them,  may  be  estimated  by  the 
community  or  individual  who  contributes  to  their  relief.  Man  may  be  convinced 
that  vast  losses  are  annually  incurred  by  neglect  of  health,  and  that  any  sums 
expended  to  prevent  them  would  be  a  coital  invested,  on  which  an  emMmoos  in- 
terest would  be  paid,  by  diminishing  the  sickness  and  mortality  and  increasing 
the  productive  labor  of  the  people.  But  who  can  estimate,  in  dollars  and  cents, 
the  care,  anxiety  and  suffering,  mental  and  physical,  which  the  premature  sick- 
ness or  death  of  a  husband  or  wife,  a  father  or  mother,  a  son  or  daughter,  a  broth- 
er or  sister,  a  friend  or  connexion,  may  occasion  ?  Who  can  tell  how  much  even 
one  such  death,  by  blighting  earthly  hopes,  impairs  the  vital  energies  of  the  living, 
and  accelerates  the  approach  of  another  ?  The  mental  anguish  and  physical 
suffering  which  sickness  and  death  produce,  may  possibly  be  feebly  figured  to 
one's  own  imagination,  but  their  full  force  must  lie  concealed  in  the  mind  of  each 
individual  sufferer. 

But  we  would  not  rest  our  reasons  in  favor  of  Registration  on  any  pecuniary 
view  of  the  subject  Man  is  not  a  mere  producer — a  mere  machine.  His  life  or 
death,  his  happiness  or  misery  are  much  too  high  objects  upon  which  to  place  a 
pecuniary  value.  He  is  more  nicely  made,  more  wonderfully  organized,  requires 
to  be  guarded  with  more  care  from  any  infiuedce  that  may  surround  him,  to  pro- 
duce disorganization  and  unfit  him  for  use,  is  capable  of  higher  and  more  noble 
purposes,  and  has  a  higher  and  more  noble  destiny ;  and  in  proportion  as  in  each 
of  these  he  exceeds  a  mere  machine,  in  such  proportion  ought  we  to  regard 
his  intellectual  and  moral  nature,  and  the  means  used  to  preserve  and  develope 
his  physical  powers  to  enable  him  best  to  accomplish  the  great  purposes  of  his 
intellectual  and  moral  existence. 

This  is  a  matter  of  great  magnitude.  It  deserves  that  full  illustration  which 
could  only  be  derived  from  facts  preserved  and  gathered  from  every  part  of  the  State. 
••  As  there  is  a  poverty  that  is  self-inflicted,  and  may  be  self-removed,"  says  a  late 
writer,  **  so  there  is  a  certain  amount  of  disease  and  annual  mortality  in  every 
place  that  is  self-inflicted ;  and  the  community  that  does  not  strive  by  every  avail- 
able means  to  reduce  its  disease  and  mortality  bills  to  the  lowest  sum  of  human 
suffering,  and  the  lowest  rate  of  annual  mortality,  is  as  guilty  of  suicide  as  the 
individual  who  takes  with  his  own  hands  the  life  God  has  given,  and  hurries  un- 
bidden into  the  presence  of  his  Judge." 

It  may  be  asked,  what  can  the  government  do  to  arrest  the  hand  of  death  ?  We 
do  not  suppose  that  an  act  of  the  Legislature  can  compel  a  child  to  live,  or  an 
adult  to  keep  his  energies  in  a  healthy  state  of  action.  But  it  is  as  certain  that 
human  life  may  be  prolonged  by  knowledge  and  care,  as  it  is  that  an  ox  will  fatten, 
a  silk  worm  spin  its  thread,  or  a  plant  thrive,  better,  where  knowledge  and  care  are 
bestowed,  than  where  they  are  not  Let  the  facts  which  the  Registry  System 
proposes  to  collect  concerning  Births,  Deaths  and  Marriages,  and  the  circumstan- 
ces which  attend  them,  be  collected,  digested,  arranged,  published  and  diffused 
annually,  and  their  effects  on  the  living  energies  of  the  people  would  be  incalcula- 
ble. They  would  be  an  annual  lesson  on  the  laws  of  human  life  in  their  operation 
among  ourselves — a  kind  of  Practical  Physiology  taught  in  all  our  towns  and  at  our 
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firesides — and  hence,  far  more  instructive  and  impressive  than  any  derived  firom 
books.  They  would  teach  our  people  how  to  understand  human  life,  and  how  to 
improve,  prolong  and  make  it  happy.  They  would  also  teach  a  highly  important 
moral  lesson.  Registration  would  sometimes  operate  as  a  check  upon  vice,  and  it 
would  lead  our  people  so  '*  to  nianber  our  days  as  to  apply  our  hearts  unto  wis- 
dom." It  behooves  the  State  to  develop  and  preserve  its  productive  power — the 
lives  and  health  of  the  people — as  much  as  possible,  and  search  out  those  causes 
which  tend  to  blast  it  in  its  bud,  or  wither  it  in  its  ripeness. 

These  are  not  the  speculations  of  a  visionary  theorist,  but  the  legitimate  de- 
ductions from  serious,  sober  facts.  We  are  not  a  theorist — an  experimentalist 
We  have  no  sjrmpathy  with  the  opinions  of  some  modem  reformers,  who  seem  to  be 
governed  by  theories  founded  on  uncertain,  partial  data,  or  vague  conjecture.  We 
are  a  statist — a  dealer  in  facts.  We  wish  to  ascertain  the  laws  of  human  life,  de- 
veloped by  the  natural  constitution  of  our  bodies,  as  they  actually  exist  under  the 
influences  that  surround  them,  and  to  learn  how  far  they  may  be  favorably  modi- 
fied and  improved.  This  can  only  be  done  by  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the 
facts  that  are  daily  occurring  among  us.  These  matters  are  important  to  the 
physician  to  aid  him  in  curing  the  sick,  but  far  more  important  to  the  people  to 
aid  them  in  learning  how  to  live  unihout  being  sick ;  and  they  deserve  the  serious 
consideration  of  all  persons  in  this  Commonwealth. 

To  show  that  these  matters  are  practicable,  we  cite  the  example  of  other  gov- 
emmentB.  In  most  European  states,  facts  of  this  kind  are  registered  and  collect- 
ed in  a  careful,  systematic  manner,  not  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  any  police  regu- 
lations, as  some  have  erroneously  supposed,  but  for  the  physical  benefit  of  the 
people.  And,  whatever  we  Americans  may  say  to  the  contrary,  the  average  lon- 
gevity in  many  places  where  these  measures  have  been  in  operation,  appears 
greater  than  with  us. 

Greneva  was  one  of  the  earliest  cities  to  establish  a  system  of  Registration  of 
Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths.  The  Registers  were  begun  as  early  as  1549,  and 
have  since  been  continued  with  great  care.  They  are  viewed  as  preappointed 
evidences  of  civil  rights.  The  registration  includes  the  name  of  the  disease 
which  caused  the  death,  entered  by  a  district  physician,  who  is  charged  by  the 
State  with  the  inspection  of  every  person  who  dies  within  his  district.  A  second 
table  is  made  up  from  certificates  setting  forth  the  nature  of  the  disease,  with  a 
specification  of  the  symptoms,  and  observations  required  to  be  made  by  the  pri- 
vate physician  who  may  have  had  the  care  of  the  diseased.  These  registers 
have  been  frequently  examined.  I  have  before  me  the  results  of  an  examination 
made  by  Edward  Mallet,  a  very  able  work,  published  in  the  "  Annales  IVHy- 
gienne."  Prom  this  work  it  appears  that  human  life  has  wonderfully  improved 
since  these  registers  were  kept  The  number  of  years  which  it  was  probable 
that  every  individual  bom  would  live,  appears  in  the  different  periods  as  follows : 


Period, 

Yean, 

MarUhs, 

Day; 

Rate  of  Increate. 

1650  to  1600 

8 

7 

26 

100 

1600  to  1700 

13 

3 

16 

163 

1701  to  1760 

27 

9 

13 

321 

1761  to  1300 

31 

3 

5 

361 

1801  to  1813 

40 

3 

10 

470 

1814  to  1833 

45 

0 

29 

521 
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Showing  that  the  mean  doiation  of  life  has  increased  more  than  fire  timet  dur- 
ing these  periods ! 

The  progression  of  the  population  and  increased  duration  of  life  has  been  at- 
tended by  a  progression  in  happiness.  As  prosperity  advanced  marriages  became 
fewer  and  later.  The  proportion  of  births  were  reduced,  but  a  greater  number 
of  the  infants  bom  were  preserved,  and  the  proportion  of  the  population  in  man- 
hood became  greater.  In  the  early  ages,  the  excessive  mortality  was  accompa- 
nied by  an  excessive  fecundity.  In  the  last  ten  years  of  the  17th  century  a  mar- 
riage still  produced  more  than  &we  children;  the  probable  duration  of  life  attained 
was  not  20  years.  Towards  the  end  of  the  I8th  century,  there  was  scarcely  three 
children  to  a  marriage,  and  the  probabilities  exceeded  32  years.  At  the  present 
time,  a  marriage  only  produces  2}  children,  and  the  probabUity  of  life  is  45  years. 

Geneva  has  arrived  at  a  high  state  of  civilization.  The  real  productive  power 
of  the  population  has  increased  in  a  much  greater  proportion  than  the  increase  in 
its  actual  number.  The  absolute  number  of  the  population  has  only  doubled 
during  three  centuries ;  but  the  value  of  the  population — the  productive  power, 
has  more  than  doubled  upon  the  mere  numerical  increase.  In  other  words,  a  pop- 
ulation of  27,000  in  which  the  probability  of  life  is  40  years  for  each  individual, 
is  more  than  twice  as  strong  for  the  purposes  of  production,  as  a  population  of 
27,000,  in  which  the  probability  or  value  of  life  was  only  20  years  for  each  indi- 
vidual. 

This  wonderful  improvement  is  attributed,  among  other  things,  by  M.  Mal- 
let, to  the  information  obtained,  rendering  the  science  of  public  health  better 
known  and  understood ;  to  larger,  better  and  cleaner  dwellings ;  to  more  abun- 
dant and  more  healthy  food ;  and  to  a  better  regulated  public  and  private  life.  He 
cites  an  instance  of  the  effects  of  regimen  in  the  preservation  of  life,  where  86 
orphans  had  been  reared  in  one  establishment  in  24  years,  and  one  only  of  whom 
had  died.  They  were  taken  from  the  poor,  among  whom  the  average  mortality 
was  six  times  as  great 

We  have  been  accustomed  to  cite  the  example  of  Prussia  as  worthy  of 
imitation  in  the  measures  she  has  taken  to  promote  the  intellectual  advancement 
of  her  people ;  but  her  measures  to  advance  their  physical  energy  and  power 
deserve  equal  if  not  greater  praise.  Every  fact  there  is  gathered  with  great  care 
under  the  direction  of  a  central  officer  at  Berlin,  and  arranged  and  published  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people.  Not  long  since  I  received  from  M.  Hoffman,  the  di- 
rector of  the  Statistical  Bureau  at  Berlin,  a  paper  on  the  Average  Length  of  Life 
in  the  Prussian  States,  two  extracts  from  which,  translated  from  the  German,  I 
propose  to  present  to  show  how  these  things  are  managed  under  that  government 
I  have  also  other  similar  papers  detailing  the  births,  marriages  and  deaths. 

The  first  extract  is  designed  to  illustrate  the  principle  of  the  average  length 
of  life,  and  to  show  its  operation  under  different  circumstances,  and  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  obtained  in  Prussia. 

^  The  average  length  of  life  from  birth  up,  wUl  be  found  expressed  in  years 
and  fractions  of  years,  if  we  divide  the  number  of  the  living  by  the  mean 
proportion  of  annual  deaths.  For  example,  if  among  1,000  there  annually  die, 
upon  an  average,  25,  then  the  average  length  of  life  will  be  40  years :  that 
is,  these  1,000  persons,  taken  together,  live  40,000  years,  and  to  each  one  of  them, 
in  the  average,  falls  a  life  of  40  years,  different  as  the  length  of  life  among  indi- 
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yiduak  may  actually  be.  The  same  result  may  arise  in  very  different  ways.  A 
great  many  may  die  early,  and  yet  the  few  survivors  live  so  long,  that  still  the 
average  for  each  amoDg  the  thousand  will  be  40  years ;  or  the  great  majority 
may  attain  to  but  a  little  above  or  below  forty  years,  and  very  few  die  early  or 
live  to  a  great  age.  If,  for  example,  600  were  to  die  so  early  as  to  average  only 
12  years  apiece,  or  altogether  7,200  years,  still  an  average  of  40  years  might 
result  for  the  whole  1,000,  if  the  other  400,  taken  together,  were  to  live  92,800 
years,  or  on  an  average  82  years  each.  But  the  same  average  length  of  life  for 
the  1,000  would  occur,  if  the  first  mentioned  600  should  reach,  on  the  average, 
96  years  each,  or,  all  together,  21,600  years ;  then  the  other  400,  taken  together, 
would  live  only  18,400  years,  giving  an  average  of  only  46  years  to  each  indi- 
vidual. It  is  clear  that  the  condition  of  human  society  would  be  a  very  different 
thing,  according  as  one  or  the  other  of  the  above  hypotheses  should  be  realized. 
Consequently,  observations  of  this  sort  are  particularly  instructive,  when  the  mean 
duration  of  life  is  reckoned,  not  merely  from  birth  up,  but  also  from  certain  other 
remarkable  points  in  the  course  of  human  life.  The  age  of  those  who  die  is 
commonly  given,  and  hence  it  is  easily  possible  to  determine  the  number  of 
those  who  died  after  the  completion  of  a  certain  age.  Thus,  by  comparing  the 
annual  entries  upon  the  records  in  the  Prussian  States,  we  see  how  many  died 
after  the  completion  of  their  1st,  2d,  5th,  7th,  10th,  14th,  20th,  25th  year,  and 
then  again,  from  5  to  5  years  until  the  completion  of  the  90th  year.  With  these 
aids  it  has  become  possible  to  ascertain  the  mean  duration  of  human  life,  for  the 
last  named  and  peculiarly  important  divisions  of  life.  This  must  be  done  separ- 
ately for  each  of  the  sexes,  since  remarkable  differences  appear  between  them. 
It  is  known  that  for  100  girls,  105  or  106  boys  are  bom,  but  this  excess  gener- 
ally dies  away  during  the  first  year  of  life;  hence  from  birth  up  the  mean 
duration  of  the  male  sex  appears  smaller  than  that  of  the  female ;  but  this  differ- 
ence, for  the  most  part,  vanishes  in  the  mean  duration  for  those  over  one  year, 
which  is  found  to  be  considerably  greater,  than  that  for  the  newly  born,  because 
they  have  already  happily  survived  the  first  and  most  dangerous  year  of  life.  The 
mean  duration  for  those  over  14  is  for  the  most  part  not  very  different  from  the 
mean  duration  for  those  over  one  year  old ;  the  diseases  of  childhood  are  past  at 
the  close  of  the  14th  year,  and  this  increases  the  hope  of  life ;  but  then  the  14th 
year  completes  a  fiflh  part  of  the  natural  term  of  life,  if  we  reckon  it  at  seventy, 
and  this  again  diminbhes  the  hope  of  living.  For  those  over  60,  the  mean  duration 
of  life  in  most  of  the  provinces  is  not  much  under  ten  years,  sometimes  a  little  more. 
''The  difference  of  the  mean  duration  of  life  in  the  different  divisions  of  the 
Prussian  States  is  very  considerable ;  and  it  is  by  no  means  sufficient  to  estimate 
the  same  for  each  governmental  district  separately,  for  many  districts  consist  of 
very  unequal  parts,  which  were  only  put  together  because  singly  they  were  too 
small  to  bear  the  expense  of  separate  local  governments.  Accordingly,  by  com- 
paring neighboring  circles  of  similar  soil  and  population,  seventy  divisions  have 
been  formed,  for  which  the  average  length  of  life  of  the  inhabitants  is  estimated 
below.  We  adopt  that  division  of  the  State-domain  into  provincial  (landsnithliche) 
circles,  which  existed  at  the  reception  of  the  statistical  tables  at  the  end  of  the 
year  1834 ;  later  changes  in  the  territorial  boundaries  could  not  here  be  regarded. 
The  averages  have  been  drawn,  from  the  15  years,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1820  to  the  end  of  1834 :  that  is,  from  the  same  years  with  the  comparative 
statement  of  births  and  deaths." 
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The  Proflsian  Statei  are  divided  iMo  three  principal  diriBions,  nine  eeetioiiB,  and 
ae? enty  subdivisions,  in  which  are  classed  the  towns,  or  ^  circles,"  as  thej  are 
there  called,  and  the  average  duration  of  life  in  each  sobdivision  is  calculated. 
The  extract  given  below  is  the  entire  account  of  one  section,  containing  eight 
sabdivisions. 

^  C.    Third  section,  comprising  the  sontitom  part  of  Upper  Laoaiti,  all  Middle 
Silesia,  and  Upper  Silesia,  west  of  the  Oder. 
Div.  1 .    Cire,  Gorlitz  and  Bunzlaa, 

**     2.       "     Kainaa-Goldberg,  Liegnitz,  Jaoer  and  Slriegan. 

*'     3.       "     Neomarkt,  Wohlaa,  Militsch,  TrebniU,  Oels,  Bieslaii,  Ohlaa  and  Bricg. 
"     4.       "     Strehlen,  Nimptseh  and  Mansterberg. 
"     5.       "     Reichenbach,  Schweidniu,  Waldenburg,  Bolkenhain,  Landshot,  Kinch- 

berg,  Schflnaa,  Lowenberg  and  Lanban. 
"     6.       "     FrankensteiD,  GlaU,  and  Kabelschwerdt. 
"     7.       "     Neostadt,  Falkenberg,  Neisse  and  Grottkau. 
"     8.       "     Ratibor  and  Leobschatz. 

The  whole  embraces   397.75  geographical  square  miles,  and  the  population 

amounted,  at  the 

Beginning  of  1820  to 1,422,694 

End  of  1834  to l,68i;260 

Making  an  average,  to  the  square  mile,  at  the 

Beginning  of  1820,  of 3577 

End  of  1834,  of 4227 

So  that  the  population  increased  about  18  1-6  per  cent  in  the  15  years. 

"  This  section  contains,  in  the  first  place,  the  fertile  and  highly  cultivated  plain, 
which  stretches  away  between  lower  Silesia  and  the  mountains,  and  continues 
east  of  the  Oder  beyond  the  Trebnitz  mountain  and  to  the  Partsch,  where  it  is 
considerably  poorer.  Moreover,  to  it  belongs  the  whole  front,  middle  and  highest 
part  of  the  mountains  as  far  as  to  the  Austrian  boundary,  and  to  the  southernmost 
point  of  Upper  Silesia.  By  far  the  greatest  part  of  the  soil  is  here  very  fruitful, 
with  the  exception  of  the  high  mountainous  parts,  where  the  rougher  climate  and 
partly  also  the  rocky  soil  is  unfavorable  to  cultivation.  The  whole  tract  is  occu- 
pied by  Germans,  except  a  few  countries,  in  which  the  Polish  speech  and 
manners  have  passed  over  into  the  neighboring  circles;  but  in  the  circles  of 
Leobscbiitz  and  Ratibor  there  is  a  numerous  colony  of  Moravians,  who  have 
preserved  their  provincial  language  and  manners.  The  religion  of  the  inhabi- 
tants in  divisions  1,  2,  3,  4  and  5  is  mainly  evangelical,  although  a  considerable 
number  belong  to  the  Catholic  church ;  in  division  6,  7,  8,  on  the  contrary,  the 
Catholic  confession  of  faith  prevails  almost  exclusively,  and  the  few  protestanti 
for  the  most  came  in  when  the  Prussians  took  possession  in  the  year  1742.  The 
mean  duration  of  life  here  was : 

(a)    From  birth  up : 

Fhr  Males.  For  Femalet. 

Dir.  1 37  years,  260  days.  41  years,  246  days. 

•*    2 32      "        26     "  36      "        10      " 

"3 32      "      180      "  36      "      348      " 

"4 36      "      198      "  39      "      166      " 

"6 29      "      172      "  32      "        27      " 

"     « 31      «      176     "  34      "      234      " 

"7 30      «      304      "  32      "      331      " 

"8 26      "      140      "  27      "        99      " 
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(6)    From  the  be^izming  of  the  2d  year,  up : 

For  Mala.  J^  f^emdUi. 

Xhr.  1.     .       .       .  .       .69  yean,  27  days.  69  years,  112  days. 

"2. 62      "        63     "  61      "      2S0      " 

"3 46      "      156     "  48      "      139      " 

•*    4 63      "      228     "  63      "        69      " 

"6 49      "        61      "  43      "         2      " 

"6 47      "      170      "  47  '  "        65      " 

"7 46      "        12     "  44      "      309      " 

"8 37      "      189      "  35      "      209      " 

(c)  From  the  begixmiog  of  the  15th  year,  up : 

Dir.  1 62  years,  124  days.  61  years,  265  days. 

"2 49  '*  214  "  48  "  278  " 

"3 46  "  64  "  47  "  276  " 

"4 60  "  27  "  49  "  167  " 

"6 46  "  203  "  44  "  254  * 

"6 44  "  162  "  42  "  129  " 

"7 46  "  199  "  43  "  136  " 

"8 40  "  47  "  36  "  61  " 

(d)  From  the  begimiing  of  the  Gist  year,  up : 

Div*  1 10  years,  67  days.  9  years,  161  days. 

"2 9  "  167  "  8  "  227  " 

"3 9  "  69  "  9  "  208  " 

"4. 10  "  92  "  9  '•  201  " 

"6 9  "  108  "  8  "  245  " 

"6 9  "  284  "  7  "  358  " 

"7 8  "  346  "  8  "  66  •* 

"8 7  "  260  "  7  "  12  "  " 

Can  any  one  doubt  the  great  value  of  such  calculations,  if  applied  to  the  differ^ 
ent  sections  of  Massachusetts,  and  made  from  the  correct  data  which  a  Registry 
system  would  give  ? 

England  has  had  a  Registry  system  in  operation  since  1838,  as  we  have 
before  stated,  and  it  has  already  developed  facts  of  the  utmost  importance  to 
that  nation  and  the  world.  Among  other  results,  it  has  led  to  the  adoption  of 
measures  for  the  relief  of  unhealthy  districts.  It  has  also  afforded  the  means  of 
forming  a  Life  Table,  showing  the  mean  duration  or  expectation  of  life  in  Eng- 
land, which  is  of  very  great  value.  I  extract  the  following  interesting  account  of 
that  table  from  the  FiHh  Registration  Report 

"  In  the  years  1840-1,  a  million  children  (1,014,461)  were  bom  in  England,  and 
their  births  were  registered ;  if  the  mortality  should  remain  the  same,  the  Life 
Table  will  enable  us  to  follow  this  million,  and  to  determine  how  many  will  be 
alive,  and  how  many  will  die,  through  the  several  years  of  the  next  century,  until 
they  have  all  *  returned  to  the  earth  from  which  they  came,'  and  been  replaced 
by  other  generations  destined  to  pursue  the  same  rounds  of  life.  To  bring  the 
observation  within  narrower  limits,  let  us  take  100,000  as  the  basis  of  the  obser- 
vation ;  and  from  the  proportions  of  the  two  sexes  registered,  it  will  be  found 
that  51,*^74  of  them  were  boys,  48,726  girls.  And  here  it  will  be  recollected  that 
they  are  not  government  annuitants — nor  persons  who  have  assured  their  lives — 
nor  selected  lives — nor  the  inhabitants  of  any  particular  town — but  the  children 
of  all  ranks  and  classes  of  Englishmen;  some  of  them  bom  in  halls  and  palaces. 
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and  sarroanded  by  all  the  lazaries  and  convenieiices  of  life ;  oTfaeia  bom  in  hots 
on  the  mountain  aide,  in  the  cellan  of  ill-cooatmcted  citiea,  in  lodging-hooaea,  in 
cottages,  farm-hooaes,  or  such  dwellings  as  onr  towns  afford.  Let  it  be  aasomed 
that  the  100,090  were  all  bom  on  the  same  day — the  Ist  of  January,  1841 ;  and 
that  the  sarvivors,  counted  on  the  first  day  of  1842, 1843,  and  of  every  year  for 
the  next  100  years,  will  exist  in  the  numbers  against  the  respectiTe  ages  of  the 
table,  which  I  shall  call  the  English  Life  Table. 

Of  the  100,000  children  bom,  according  to  the  supposition,  on  January  1st, 
1841,  85,^  were  alive  on  January  1, 1842.  They  were  exactly  a  year  old,  and 
are  placed  against  the  age  *<  1  **  of  the  table.  14,631  perished  in  the  first  year, 
the  fourth  part  of  them  in  the  first  month  of-  life.  Tins  is  a  smaller  propottion  of 
deaths  than  people  have  been  led  to  suppose  occur  in  the  first  year;  but  the  &cts 
leave  it  undoubted  that  at  least  this  number  of  children  survived  in  1841  out  of 
100,000  bom.  On  January  1,  1843,  the  survivors  were  two  years  old,  and  in 
number  80,102 ;  5,267  died  in  the  second  year.  On  January  1,  1846,  the  5th 
birthday  will  be  attained,  and  there  will  be  74,201  living.  In  the  first  five  years, 
therefore,  25,799  of  the  100,000  children  bom,  die ;  during  this  period,  when  they 
are  at  home  and  under  the  care  of  the  mother,  and  encounter  the  contagious  dis- 
eases which  beset  the  beginning  of  life,  their  safety  depends  very  much  upon  the 
power  of  the  parents  to  supply  them  with  food  and  raiment — upon  the  mother's 
watchfulness  and  cleanliness — upon  the  air  they  are  doomed  to  respire  in  impris- 
oned courts  and  alleys,  or  in  the  fresh  open  atmosphere  of  healthy  countiy  dis- 
tricts. During  the  next  5  years,  when  they  leave  home  more,  and  when  great 
numbers  pass  part  of  the  day  at  school,  the  mortality  becomes  less  considerable; 
70,612  are  alive  at  tho  age  of  10;  and  from  10  to  15,  when  those  '*who  labor 
with  their  hands"  begin  to  follow  the  plough — enter  the  factory— or  descend  the 
mine — the  loss  of  life  remains  small ;  68,627  will  live  to  the  age  of  15.  At  this 
age  the  loss  of  life  among  girls  is  rather  greater  than  the  loss  of  life  among  boys, 
and  it  continues  so  for  the  next  five  years,  when  both  sexes  are  more  detached 
from  the  care  of  their  parents,  and  the  majority  pursue  the  professions  or  trades 
by  which  they  afterwards  gain  a  livelihood.  The  mortality  appears  to  increase 
rather  rapidly  from  12  to  15 ;  and  then  at  a  slow  regular  rate  from  15  to  55  years ; 
66,059  attain  the  age  of  20.  It  was  observed  that  51,274  boys  were  bom  alive 
to  48,726  girls;  but  the  mortality  in  infancy  is  greater  among  boys  than  girls ;  so 
that  31,958  males  attain  the  age  of  twenty-five  and  31,623  females  attain  the  age 
of  twenty-four.  This  is  about  the  average  age  of  marriage  in  England ;  and  the 
number  of  the  two  sexes  is  then  nearly  equal.  About  four-fifths  of  the  males 
who  attain  the  age  of  manhood  marry ;  the  proportion  of  women  who  marry  be- 
ing the  same.  It  might  have  been  supposed  that  the  peculiar  danger  which  wo- 
men encounter  at  this  age  enhances  their  mortality ;  it  does  so,  but  less  than  the 
mortality  of  males  is  increased:  50,301  of  the  100,000  persons  bom  attain  the 
age  of  forty-five ;  namely,  25,311  men,  and  24,990  women.  The  chance  of  living 
from  25  to  45  is  rather  in  favor  of  English  women.  The  violent  deaths  of  men 
on  the  rivers,  and  the  sea-coast,  in  mines,  in  the  streets,  in  travelling,  in  their 
dangerous  occupations ;  the  mental  agitations  and  anxieties,  terminating  unhap- 
pily sometimes  in  suicide^-the  accumulation  of  workmen  in  ill-ventilated  shops, 
or  the  hard  exhausting  work  of  the  agricultural  laborer,  independently  of  war, 
and  service  in  unhealthy  climates,  counterbalance  the  dangers  and  sorrows  of 
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child-beariDg.  At  the  age  of  55,  this  generation  will  have  given  birth  to,  and 
brought  up  the  generation  by  which  it  is  to  be  succeeded ;  a  more  rapid  rate  of 
mortality  will  then  set  in,  and  more  than  a  thousand  die  every  year ;  yet  37,996 
will  be  alive  at  the  age  of  60,  and  24,531  attain  the  age  of  70—11,823  men,  and 
12,708  women — the  mortality  of  women  being  less  than  that  of  men  after  55. 
The  mental  faculties,  ripened  and  developed  by  experience,  will  not  protect  the 
frame  from  the  accelerated  and  insidious  progress  of  decay ;  the  toil  of  the  labor- 
er the  wear  and  tear  of  the  artisan,  the  exhausting  passions,  the  struggles  and 
strains  of  intellect,  and,  more  than  all  these,  the  natural  falling  off  of  vitality,  will 
reduce  the  numbers  to  9,398  by  the  age  of  80.  After  the  age  of  80  the  observa- 
tions grow  uncertain ;  but  if  we  admit  their  accuracy,  1,140  will  attain  the  age  of 
90 ;  16  will  be  centenarians ;  and  of  the  100,000,  one  man  and  one  woman — ^like 
the  lingering  barks  of  an  innumerable  convoy — will  reach  their  distant  haven  in 
105  years,  and  die  in  1945. 

'  GrebrescQDt  oplatse  aarse,  portasqae  patescit 
Jampropior.*" 

I  have  thus  far  considered  those  advantages  only  which  would  result  to  th^ 
physical  welfare  of  the  people  from  a  system  of  Registration.  There  are  very 
many  personal  advantages  which  might  be  mentioned  and  illustrated.  It  has 
been  well  said,  that  "t7  is  fully  as  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  rights  of 
individuals  to  preserve  a  register  of  hirthSf  marriages,  and  deaths,  as  it  is  to  preserve 
a  register  of  deeds,**  But  I  have  extended  my  communication  already  too  far,  and 
must  restrain  an  inclination  to  go  into  this  part  of  the  subject 

The  effort  of  Massachusetts  to  establish  a  Registry  System  is  highly  com- 
mended in  various  places.  The  AmericanUoumal  of  Medical  Sciences,  of  July, 
1844,  already  referred  to,  in  noticing  the  Second  Annual  Report,  after  speaking 
of  the  general  defects  of  Registration,  says :  **  So  far  as  we  know,  Massachusetts 
18  the  first  of  the  States  to  set  about  correcting  this  deficiency.  In  doing  so,  she 
deserves  all  praise,  as  well  as  for  the  intelligence  displayed  by  her  Legislature  in 
effecting  numerous  other  important  objects."  "  When  the  States  generally  shall 
have  followed  the  enlightened  example  of  Massachusetts,  an  amount  of  data 
will  be  amassed,  from  which  the  most  important  results  must  be  deduced." 
Again,  in  noticing  last  April  the  Third  Report,  that  journal  speaks  of  the  mea- 
sure as  **  reflecting  such  high  credit  upon  the  State  of  MassachusettB— a  mea- 
sure which  places  her  far  above  the  other  States  of  the  Union."  "  There  are 
some  obstacles  in  the  way  of  obtaining  correct  information,  which  the  enlight- 
ened gentlemen  who  regulate  the  afikirs  of  Massachusetts  will  doubtless  over- 
come in  due  time.  The  present  age  owes  them  much  for  what  they  have  accom- 
plished, and  the  promising  commencement  will  lead  to  the  most  valuable  result 
May  other  States  soon  follow  the  example  of  Massachusetts  by  making  provisions 
for  similar  reports ! " 

The  American  Almanac,  for  1846,  contains  a  favorable  notice  of  the  last 
Annual  Report,  and  highly  commends  the  example  of  Massachusetts.  1  close 
this  communication  with  an  extract  from  the  Fifth  Report  of  the  Registrar  Gen- 
eral of  Births,  Deaths,  and  Marriages,  in  England : — 

'*  The  census  has  been  taken  with  regularity  in  the  United  States  of  America, 
but  abstracts  of  the  Register  of  deaths  have  only  been  published  by  the  cities  of 
14 
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Bofltoo,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  some  of  the  more  advanced  towns.  No 
correct  life  table  can  therefore  be  framed  for  the  population  of  America,  until 
they  adopt,  in  addition  to  the  cenaus,  the  system  of  Registration  which  exists  in 
European  States.  Since  the  English  Life  Table  has  now  been  framed  from  the 
necessary  data,  I  venture  to  express  a  hope,  that  the  facts  may  be  collected  and 
abstracted,  from  which  Life  Tables  for  other  nations  can  be  constructed.  A 
comparison  of  the  duration  of  successive  generations  in  England,  France,  Prus- 
sia, Austria,  Russia,  America,  and  other  States,  would  throw  much  light  on  the 
physical  condition  of  the  respective  populations,  and  suggest  to  scientific  and 
benevolent  individuals  in  every  country,  and  to  the  governments,  many  ways  of 
diminishing  the  sufferings,  and  ameliorating  the  health  and  condition  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  for  the  longer  life  of  a  nation  denotes  more  than  it  does  in  an  individual — a 
happier  life — a  life  more  exempt  from  sickness  and  infirmity — a  life  of  greater 
energy  and  industry,  of  greater  experience  and  wisdom.  By  these  comparisons, 
a  noble  national  emulation  might  be  excited ;  and  rival  nations  would  read  of 
sickness  diminished,  deformity  banished,  life  saved — of  victories  over  death 
and  the  grave — with  as  much  enthusiasm  as  of  victories  over  each  other's  armies 
in  the  field ;  and  the  triumph  of  one  would  not  be  the  humiliation  of  the  other ; 
for  in  his  contention  none  could  loose  territory,  or  honor,  or  blood,  but  all  would 
gain  strength." 

Let  Massachusetts  perfect  the  measures  she  has  already  begun ;  and  thus  take 
the  lead  in  efforts  to  improve  the  physical  condition  of  her  population,  and  to 
reduce  the  mass  of  human  misery  they  suffer.  She  will  then  set  an  example 
worthy  of  imitation  by  all  her  sister  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

LEMUEL  SHATTUCK. 
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Secbbtaby's  Office;  Noyember  14th9  1846. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate 

and  House  of  Representatives : 

Agreeably  to  a  provision  of  the  Act  of  1844,  Chapter  169,  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  statement  and  tabular  re- 
sults of  the  Registry  and  Returns  of  Births,  Marriages  and 
Deaths,  for  the  Registration  year  ending  April  30th,  1846. 

The  number  of  the  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths  returned  from 
the  several  towns  is,  in  the  first  place,  exhibited  in  full,  with  the 
population  of  the  towns  according  to  the  census  of  1840,  and  a 
recapitulation  of  the  same  classes  of  facts,  summed  up  according 
to  counties  (pp.  3 — 11).  The  returns  of  the  two  preceding  years 
since  the  enactment  of  the  present  law  serve  to  elucidate  its 
operation.  The  last  returns  of  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths  are 
more  full  than  those  of  either  of  the  previous  years.  The  nu^i- 
ber  of  births  returned,  is  as  1  to  39  inhabitants  (according  to  the 
census  of  1840),  excluding  the  population  of  Boston  ;  the  number 
of  marriages  as  1  to  122,  and  of  deaths  as  1  to  69.  The  absence 
of  returns  from  the  city  of  Boston,  comprising  not  far  from  one 
seventh  part  of  the  population  of  the  Commonwealth,  still  presents 
the  same  important  chasm  as  heretofore.  The  returns  from  Rox- 
bury,  in  Norfolk  county,  and  from  Abington,  in  Plymouth,  were 
made  too  late  to  be  incorporated  into  the  tables.  Those  from 
Roxbury  were  received  before  the  printing  was  begun,  and  as 
their  insertion  in  the  tabular  statement  required  no  alteration,  ex- 
cept in  the  footing  of  the  columns,  they  are  entered  in  their  place 
on  p.  8.  The  returns  from  Abington  represent  91  Births,  31  Mar- 
riages, and  40  Deaths;  the  population,  in  1840,  was  3214 

Copious  extracts  from  the  communications  of  the  town  clerks 
are  presented  in  the  body  of  notes  appended  to  the  synopsis  of 
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returns  (pp.  13 — ^29).  The  towns  which  failed  to  make  returns 
are  specified  at  the  end  of  the  notes,  under  the  heads  of  the  sev- 
eral counties. 

The  town  clerks  have  sometimes  returned  the  names  of  inhab- 
itants, whose  deaths  have  taken  place  elsewhere.  When  the 
death  is  represented  to  have  occurred  in  some  other  town  of  the 
Commonwealth,  the  entry  has  been  transferred  to  that  town. 
When  elsewhere,  it  has  been  omitted,  except  cases  of  death  at 
sea,  or  in  a  foreign  port. 

Table  I,  in  two  parts,  relates  to  births.  The  first  part  (p.  31) 
exhibits  the  number  of  male  and  female  children,  and  of  those 
whose  sex  is  not  reported,  bom  respectively  in  the  several  months 
and  in  the  several  counties.  The  second  part  (p.  32)  exhibits  the 
cases  of  more  than  one  child  at  a  birth,  arranged  under  the  heads 
of  months,  counties,  and  sex. 

Table  II,  in  two  parts,  relates  to  marriages.  The  first  part  (p. 
33)  records  the  number  of  marriages  solemnized,  in  each  month, 
in  each  county  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  second  part  (pp. 
34 — 36)  records  the  facts  important  to  be  observed  in  statistical 
tables,  in  relation  to  the  ages  and  conditions  of  parties  to  mar- 
riage. 

Tables  HI,  lY,  and  Y  relate  to  deaths. 

Table  III,  in  four  parts,  records  the  causes  of  death.  In  the 
first  part  (pp.  37 — 44),  against  the  names  of  the  respective  dis- 
eases, alphabetically  arranged,  is  recorded  the  number  of  persons 
who  died  of  the  same  during  the  year,  with  a  specification  of  the 
sex,  proximate  age,  month  of  decease,  and  place  of  birth,  so  far 
as  to  distinguish  between  natives  of  the  American  town  where 
they  died,  other  Americans,  and  foreigners.  The  second  part 
(pp.  45 — 50),  against  the  names  of  the  diseases,  scientifically  ar- 
ranged, presents  the  number  of  deaths  therefrom,  in  the  several 
counties. 

The  third  part  of  Table  III  (pp.  51 — 54)  presents  a  synopsis 
of  the  number  of  deaths  from  each  disease,  or  other  cause,  which 
took  place,  according  to  the  returns,  in  1846,  and  the  two  pre- 
ceding years  respectively.  The  proportion  of  the  number  of  each 
class,  in  each  year,  to  the  number  of  10,000,  is  carried  out  in  three 
other  columns,  affording  the  means  of  a  perfect  comparison  of  the 
proportional  mortality  from  different  causes,  so  far  as  the  returns 
furnish  the  requisite  materials.  The  fourth  part  of  the  same 
table  (p.  55),  under  the  heads  of  the  respective  counties,  exhibits 
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the  returns  of  stillborn  children,  with  a  specification  of  the 
sex. 

Table  IV  (pp.  66 — 60),  designed  to  illustrate  the  influence  of 
occupation  on  longevity,  exhibits  the  number,  and  average  age  at 
the  time  of  death,  of  persons  engaged  respectively  in  the  different 
employments  of  life,  as  shown  by  the  returns  of  1846,  and  the 
two  preceding  years. 

Table  V  (p.  61),  designed  to  furnish  some  illustration  of  the 
influence  of  domestic  condition  on  longevity,  exhibits,  against  each 
county,  an  abstract  of  the  returns  of  the  number,  sex,  and  age  of 
persons  deceased  in  the  last  registration  year,  under  the  divisions 
of  single,  married  and  widowed. 

Which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

JOHN  G.  PALFREY,  Secretary. 
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Returned  to  the  Secretary's  Office,  for  the  three  years  ending  April 
20th,  1844,  1845  and  1846. 


BIRTHS. 

MARRIAGES. 

DEATHS. 

COUHTIX8  ARD  T0WV8. 

Population 

in  1840. 

184i. 

1845: 

1846. 

184^ 

1846. 

1846. 

1841 

1846. 

1846. 

SUFFOLK. 

Boston,     • 

98,383 

, 

• 

,  • 

, 

• 

• 

, 

• 

• 

Chelsea,  • 

2^ 

111 

147 

134 

29 

22 

29 

88 

94 

30 

Totals, 

95,773 

111 

147 

134 

29 

22 

29 

88 

M 

"io 

ESSEX. 

Amesbury, 

2,471 

48 

50 

50 

11 

11 

19 

18 

^85 

48 

Andover,  • 

6,207 

148 

116;  162 

19 

30 

30 

65 

^85 

75 

Beverly,   . 

4,609 

• 

.     109 

, 

■  • 

46 

• 

• 

61 

Boxford,  • 

942 

as 

18     31 

11 

7 

10 

7 

12 

11 

Bradford, . 

2,222 

45 

55     41 

8 

14 

17 

34 

24 

44 

Danvert,  . 

5,020 

15a 

194  208 

51 

50 

61 

86 

89 

97 

Essex,      . 

1,450 

38 

19     39 

.  8 

11 

17 

15 

17 

28 

Georg^town^ 

1,540 

46 

56     47 

15 

14 

18 

18 

15 

16 

Gloucester, 

6,350 

167 

229  192 

72 

52 

79 

106 

121 

139 

Hamilton, 

818 

16 

16     24 

4 

9 

12 

18 

18 

U 

Haverhill, 

4,336 

106!  104 

87 

38 

41 

78 

74 

58 

Ipswich,   • 

8,000 

52 

.  1      2 

19 

27 

22 

64 

42 

54 

Lynn, 

9,367' 

• 

296,  335 

* . 

90 

94 

, 

200 

206 

LVnnfield, 
Manchester,      . 

707 

20 

15 

24 

1 

3 

10 

7 

11 

15 

1,355 

45 

54 

45 

7 

20 

11 

29 

40 

48 

Marblehead, 

5,575 

194 

164 

207 

43 

66 

41 

11? 

118 

109 

Methoen, 

2,251 

69 

46 

71 

23 

16 

27 

28 

49 

38 

Middleton, 

657 

18 

17 

18 

3 

5 

4 

11 

9 

11 

N^wbniy, 

3,789 

33 

8 

67 

9 

20 

26 

55 

31 

49 

Newbaryport,    , 

7,161 

169 

227 

2S0 

62 

67 

99 

114 

115 

114 

Rockport, 

^ 

2,650 

72 

78 

87 

23 

27 

24 

54 

31 

88 

Rowley,   . 

1,203 

32 

19 

24 

6 

7 

7 

20 

18 

20 

Salem,     .        , 

15,082 

3 

225 

265 

94 

122 

134 

260 

244 

297 

Salisbury, 

2,739 

54 

56 

60 

23 

21 

20 

26 

39 

51 

Sauffus,    .- 

1,098 

28 

32 

35 

5 

8 

13 

21 

15 

14 

Topsfleld, 

1,059 

16 

34 

35 

9 

9 

10 

21 

23 

18 

Weohaoi, 

.689 

19 

14 

17 

9 

6 

7 

6 

10 

8 

West  Newbury, 

1,560 

45 

29 

5 

11 

8 

12 

14 

19 

13 

Totals, 

94,967 

1581 

2175 

2527 

5&3 

758 

906 

1292 

1504 

1673 
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BIRTHS. 

MARRIAGES. 

DEATHS 

COURTIIS  AVD  T0WH8. 

Populalion 

II 

in  1840. 

18M. 

1845. 

idi6. 

1844. 

1845. 

1846. 

1844. 

1845. 

1.846. 

MIDDLESEX. 

Acton, 

1131 

13 

7 

• 

8 

14 

8 

22 

22 

18 

Afihby,     .        .        . 

1246 

24 

• 

7 

3 

8 

5 

23 

26 

15 

Ashland,  . 

• 

• 

". 

13 

• 

* 

3 

• 

• 

1 

Bedford,  . 

939 

.27 

27 

23 

6 

11 

6 

20 

17 

13 

Billerica,  . 

1638 

44 

54 

32 

10 

18 

18 

21 

17 

25 

Boxborougb, 

426 

13 

9 

8 

3 

3 

2 

5 

5 

6 

Brighton, . 
Buriin^rtoo, 

Cambndffe, 

1425 

56 

60 

50 

5 

8 

16 

17 

24 

23 

510 

8 

16 

13 

3 

3 

2 

9 

4 

3 

8409 

364 

354 

342 

80 

74 

73 

139 

110 

155 

Carlisle,   .        .        • 

556 

10 

11 

12 

6 

4 

4 

8 

9 

7 

Charlestown  and  ?      • 
Somerville,          { 

11,484 

321 

387 

482 

97 

142 

139 

192 

228 

268 

2 

55 

, 

6 

3 

• 

8 

8 

• 

Chelmsford, 

1697 

56 

50 

36 

11 

13 

8 

2 

13 

15 

Concord,  • 

1784 

39 

44 

56 

9 

17 

15 

25 

27 

21 

Dracut,     • 

2188 

74 

71 

• 

12 

15 

• 

2 

• 

, 

Dunstable, 

603 

7 

11 

9 

1 

3 

• 

9 

10 

5 

Framingham,     • 

9080 

91 

78 

98 

24 

82 

10 

50 

14 

21 

Groton,     . 

2139 

57 

59 

54 

13 

15 

14 

44 

50 

44 

Hollistnn, 

1782 

56 

41 

62 

13 

14 

7 

24 

88 

26 

Hopkinton, 

2245 

63 

65 

74 

12 

28 

21 

11 

r  41 

35 

Lexington, 
Lincoln,    • 

1642 

36 

30 

31 

4 

12 

12 

2 

16 

18 

686 

4 

5 

15 

6 

5 

4 

, 

4 

4 

Littleton, 

927 

4 

2 

6 

^ 

8 

9 

• 

18 

Lowell,    . 

20,796 

598 

664 

65() 

307 

397 

407 

348 

3oe 

430 

Maiden,    , 

2514 

85 

86 

71 

21 

14 

21 

37 

47 

46 

Marlborough,    .   •     . 

2101 

52 

53 

4e 

20 

a« 

19 

30 

25 

36 

Medford,  .        , 

2478 

57 

78 

90 

84 

33 

25 

44 

86 

49 

Natick,     . 

1285 

45 

51 

54 

15 

15 

IJ 

20 

31 

30 

Newton,  . 

3351 

2 

4 

1 

8 

20 

9 

30 

96 

74 

Pepperell, 

1571 

29 

38 

89 

15 

13 

7 

21 

20 

14 

Reading, 

2193 

69 

60 

74 

15 

16 

20 

47 

34 

35 

Sherburne, 

995 

19 

17 

23 

10 

8 

11 

14 

.  9 

10 

Shirley,    . 

957 

29 

38 

:  27 

7 

8 

6 

17 

18 

13 

South  Reading, 

1517 

30 

41 

40 

11 

27 

14 

44 

22 

20 

Stonehani, 

1017 

26 

34 

3fi 

15 

8 

12 

6 

21 

14 

Stow, 

1230 

48 

2 

3 

5 

10 

8 

13 

8 

1 

Sudbury,  . 

1422 

38 

37 

a5 

12 

13 

11 

14 

15 

14 

Tewksbury,      .     .  . 

906 

7 

, 

22 

2 

• 

11 

5 

• 

16 

Townsend, 

1Q92 

39 

53 

39 

7 

8 

6 

25 

25 

28 

Tyngsborongh,  • 
Waltham,          .  .      . 

870 
2504 

16 
75 

19 
61 

23 
60 

7 
27 

4 

24 

3 
41 

6 
43 

9 
.   35 

13 
35 

Watertown, 

1810 

50 

60 

21 

6 

15 

31 

25 

• 

Wayhnd, 

998 

24 

27 

21 

2 

5 

10 

19 

10 

15 

West  Cambridge, 

1368 

• 

46 

.42 

, 

• 

26 

, 

• 

31 

Westford,         . 

1436 

18 

121    141 

4 

8 

4 

17 

14 

10 

Weston,  . 

1092 

28 

18 

22 

7 

8 

8 

18 

14 

13 

Wilmington,.    . 

859 

15 

23 

33 

6 

12 

10 

12 

17 

13 

Wobum,  . 

2993 

46 

94 

119 

33 

42 

34 

M 

53 

61 

ToUls,          •      '  . 

106,611 

|2814 

,3050 

^11 

949 

1168 

.1119 

1553 

1506 

1723 
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Wr 

i 

MAllRIAi 

QES 

ANI 

>DE 

ATHS^rOimltniMdL 

BIRTHS. 

MARRIAGES.! 

DEATHS. 

Counties  avd  Towirs. 

Population 
1111840. 

. 

' 

1844. 

1845. 

1846 

1844. 

1845, 

1846. 

1844. 

1845. 

1846. 

WORCESTER. 

Aflbburnliaai,     •        • 

16S2 

58 

32 

49 

18 

10 

11 

34 

38 

25 

Athol,      • 

1591 

46 

51 

45 

15 

.    8 

13 

19 

33 

32 

Asbuni)   • 

649 

13 

23 

16 

4 

6 

6 

7 

5 

10 

Bieure, 

8751 

• 

68 

64 

19 

12 

27 

43 

35 

40 

Berlin, 

763 

24 

24 

13 

1 

5 

5 

16 

9 

7 

Blackitone, 

• 

• 

63 

93 

• 

1 

29 

• 

• 

34 

Bolton,     . 

1186 

23 

30 

29 

5 

6 

9 

96 

19 

15 

Boylston, 

797 

19 

15 

18 

11 

7 

5 

9 

9 

10 

Btookfield, 

9472 

55 

62 

56 

8 

9 

23 

• 

27 

23 

Charlton, . 

2117 

6 

9 

6 

16 

11 

14 

43 

30 

27 

Dana, 

691 

18 

24 

26 

4 

6 

6 

, 

11 

13 

Douglas,  * 
Dadley,    . 

1617 

49 

, 

48 

3 

• 

19 

14 

, 

24 

1352 

22 

41 

40 

6 

10 

8 

22 

19 

17 

Fitchborg, 

2604 

76 

91 

85 

25 

37 

34 

3 

.   56 

73 

Gardner,  •         < 

1260 

36 

44 

38 

14 

11 

17 

20 

18 

25 

Grafton,-  . 

2943 

79 

111 

115 

36 

28 

24 

55 

54 

52 

Hardwick, 

1789 

50 

33 

29 

'6 

18 

15 

19 

30 

30 

Harvard,  . 

1571 

27 

33 

26 

8 

13 

8 

25 

21 

36 

Holden,    . 

1874 

59 

70 

59 

16 

25 

19 

42 

36 

36 

Hobbardston^ 

1784 

58 

33 

52 

14 

17 

14 

41 

28 

34 

2019 

21 

'  7 

9 

16 

17 

27 

42 

17 

'  16 

Leicester, 

1707   . 

48 

47 

43 

8 

14 

17 

33 

24 

27 

Leominster, 

2069 

69 

64 

61 

17 

n 

18 

49 

28 

40 

Lunenburg, 

1272 

24 

1 

23 

5 

A 

3 

13 

18 

17 

Mendon,  . 

.   3524 

129 

33 

38 

W 

17 

4 

21 

48 

18 

Milford,    . 

1773 

84 

61 

56 

19 

43 

37 

42 

43 

31 

Millbory, 

2171 

62 

69 

60 

«o 

24 

19 

35 

34 

30 

New  Braintree,      •    . 

752 

17 

10 

8 

3 

.     6 

2 

10 

9 

•13 

North  Biookfield,        . 

1485 

55 

44 

82 

13 

14 

-9 

29 

14 

27 

NorthboroQgh,  • 

1248 

.26 

•29 

10 

15 

19 

13 

22 

22 

17 

Northbridge,     . 

1449 

35 

46 

49 

13 

13 

25 

23 

46 

25 

Oakham,  . 

1038 

19 

81 

12 

9 

13 

10 

7 

12 

•   20 

Oxford,     . 

1742 

39 

53 

3€ 

19 

16 

22 

39 

31 

31 

Paxton,    . 

670 

20 

24 

27 

10 

5 

4 

13 

15 

13 

PetprahamV 

1775 

4 

3^ 

34 

11 

10 

9 

18     10 

23 

Phillipston, 

919 

23 

16 

21 

8 

6 

4 

8     10 

13 

Princeton, 

1347 

37 

44 

30 

11 

11 

5 

21     35 

25 

Royalston, 

1667 

31 

44 

36 

•9 

18 

12 

23     19 

32 

Rutland,  . 

1260 

25 

30 

19 

10 

7 

13 

21    18    ia^ 

Shrewsbury, 

1481 

42 

24 

24 

9 

7 

5 

35     26 

•   IS 

Soutiiborough,  . 

1145 

22 

32 

19 

♦   8 

14 

14 

2ll    22 

2G 

Southbridge,     < 

2031 

10 

29 

55 

15 

20 

23 

41,    29 

38 

Spencer,  .. 

1604 

28 

54 

50 

12 

18 

13 

35     22 

18 

Sterling,  . 

1647 

50 

38 

40 

9 

18 

11 

32      6     30 

Sturbridge, 

2005 

50 

36 

51 

14 

6 

14 

37     34     2J> 
17    45J    45 

Sutton,     • 

2370 

48 

52 

66 

23 

22 

21 

Templeton, 

1776 

39 

37 

27 

6 

14 

10 

17  .  28     29 

Upton,      . 

1466 

42 

• 

• 

11 

, 

, 

22     26 

. 

Uxbridge, 

2004 

57 

58 

69 

14 

21 

27 

35     42 

48 

Warren,  . 

1290 

41 

35 

49 

7 

8 

9 

33!    23 

22 

Webster, 

1403 

50 

57 

44 

11 

f» 

10 

33 

18 

23 
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BIRTHS. 

MARRIAGES. 

DEATHS. 

COVHTIXS  AHD  ToWXS. 

Popalation 
1111840. 

1 

, 

1844. 

1846. 

1846. 
47 

1844. 

1846. 

1846. 

1644. 

1846. 

1846. 

West  BoylstoD, 

1187 

37 

33 

11 

16 

14 

"Il6 

29 

29 

Wesiborough,   • 

1658 

41 

, 

39 

10 

14 

7 

15 

, 

38 

Westminster,    . 

1645 

5 

52 

54 

6 

13 

10 

20 

S3 

44 

Wincbendon,    . 

1754 

• 

85 

30 

6 

14 

22 

• 

• 

17 

Worcester, 

7497 

»» 

• 

313 

86 

79 

116 

160 

230 

273 

Totals, 

95,313 

2311 

2116 

2474 

715 

798 

871 

1469 

1527 

1734 

HAMPSHIRE. 

. 

Amherst,  •        •        • 

2550 

74 

76 

77 

17 

19 

25 

57 

54 

51 

Belchertown, 

2554 

• 

23 

20 

24 

16 

20 

37 

26 

32 

Chesterfield,      . 

J132 

7 

, 

•, 

4 

5 

, 

16 

15 

. 

Cummioffton, 

1237 

16 

24 

4 

12 

17 

15 

20 

10 

6 

Eastiiampton,     , 

717 

17 

18 

13 

5 

2 

7 

19 

13 

21 

Enfield,    i 

976 

13 

17 

26 

7 

7 

15 

12 

13 

15 

Goshen,    • 

556 

14 

11 

16 

1 

4 

3 

12 

10 

10 

Granby,    . 

971 

16 

16 

26 

6 

9 

3 

10 

16 

21 

Greenwich, 

824 

18 

15 

15 

5 

3 

10 

13 

.  16 

23 

Hadley,    . 

1614 

42 

35 

52 

8 

14 

• 

45 

26 

26 

Hatfield,  . 

933 

26 

28 

20 

4 

3 

4 

19 

14 

19 

Middlcfield, 

1717 

20 

a5 

20 

10 

2 

11 

16 

13 

4 

Northampton, 

3750 

130 

137 

111 

12 

18 

17 

59 

54 

74 

Norwich, 

750 

26 

14 

20 

9 

2 

1 

18 

27 

7 

Pelham,    . 

956 

7 

14 

18 

() 

5 

5 

10 

, 

• 

Plainfield, 

910 

• 

2 

13 

, 

6 

3 

• 

13 

10 

Prescott,  • 

780 

, 

, 

7 

, 

• 

7 

• 

, 

10 

South  Hadley,  , 

1458 

49 

44 

48 

11 

7 

14 

22 

19 

32 

Southampton,    . 

1157 

33 

25 

25 

9 

11 

9 

28 

13 

20 

WaVe,       . 

1890 

53 

38 

62 

15 

33 

30 

43 

35 

. 

Westhampton, 

759 

17 

16 

17 

4 

2 

1 

13 

9 

22 

Williamsburg,  . 

1309 

33 

29 

27 

6 

6 

4 

16 

19 

25 

Worthington,    , 

1197 

31 

36 

39 
'676 

5 

8 

5 

23 

15 

11 

Totals,           .     *    . 

30,897 

642 

653 

180 

199 

"209 

508 

430 

439 

HAMPDEN. 

Blandford, 

1427 

29 

20 

24 

7 

2 

11 

23 

17 

17 

Brimfield, 

1419 

• 

16 

28 

8 

5 

14 

26 

18 

31 

Chester,    . 

1632 

28 

34 

30 

6 

» 

9 

27 

7 

11 

Granville, 

1414 

5 

22 

31 

7 

3 

13 

18 

5 

26 

Holland,  . 

423 

• 

, 

14 

6 

5 

5 

• 

3 

8 

Longmeadow,    < 
Ludlow,    . 

1270 

34 

21 

26 

7 

10 

8 

19 

25 

26 

1268 

36 

36 

19 

8 

13 

14 

19 

33 

5W 

Monson,   . 

2151 

30 

59 

59 

11 

4 

9 

30 

41 

27 

Montgomery,     « 

740 

12 

14 

9 

1 

4 

4 

4 

10 

8 

Palmer,    . 

2130 

5Ji 

54 

09 

e 

14 

26 

. 

, 

. 

Russell,    . 

055 

10 

. 

• 

1 

. 

• 

2 

• 

• 

South  wick, 

1214 

, 

34 

32 

, 

7 

6 

.. 

13 

29 

Springfield, 

10,985 

372 

405 

417 

73 

er 

78 

132 

191 

269 

Tolland,  . 

627 

, 

19 

4 

7 

2 

3 

12 

12 

6 

•Wales,     . 

686 

18 

15 

15 

6 

3 

4 

9 

7 

15 

West  Springfiel 

d,      i 

3626 

42 

60 

• 

29 

24 

12 

17 

36 

S3 
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BIRTHS,  MARBIAOES  AND  DEATHS— OmMk 

serf. 

BIRTHS. 

MARRIAGES. 

DEATHS. 

Population 

1 

Cauimss  AXD  Towvs. 

18M. 

1846. 

1846. 

1841. 

1845. 

1846. 

1844. 

1845. 

1846. 

Westfield, 

3526 

91 

99 

96 

27 

15 

21 

56 

57 

"m 

Wilbraham, 

1864 

• 

29 

28 

• 

15 

15 

• 

34 

18 

Totals, 

37,966 

760 

987 

901 

213 

193 

252 

394 

509 

614 

PRANKT-TN. 

Aflhfield,  .        .        . 

1610 

2 

87 

18 

• 

3 

8 

25 

83 

as 

Bernarditoii,      • 

992 

24 

20 

33 

5 

10 

7 

17 

7 

13 

Backland, 

1064 

20 

19 

33 

8 

7 

8 

6 

9 

12 

Charlemont,      * 

1187 

31 

85 

19 

6 

3 

10 

18 

10 

15 

Golenine, 

1971 

35 

35 

39 

4 

12 

11 

26 

30 

23 

Conway,  . 

1409 

46 

• 

• 

9 

a 

• 

27 

• 

• 

Deerfield, 

1912 

, 

51 

54 

, 

15 

8 

• 

21 

20 

Enrififf,    • 

809 

10 

10 

9 

, 

3 

1 

• 

5 

8 

Gill,         •        .        • 

798 

22 

14 

23 

5 

4 

4 

10 

9 

7 

Greenfield, 

1756 

32 

3 

• 

6 

2 

13 

34 

• 

• 

Hawley,   •        • 

977 

16 

13 

25 

6 

3 

6 

17 

8 

8 

Heath,     . 

895 

14 

29 

18 

• 

• 

• 

4 

22 

^ 

Leyeretl,  •        •        • 

875 

17 

29 

34 

8 

8 

4 

22 

13 

9 

Lejden,    . 

632 

29 

9 

83 

4 

3 

6 

11 

10 

25 

Monroe,  • 

282 

7 

U 

9 

, 

• 

, 

1 

3 

1 

Montaffae, 
New  Salem,      . 

1255 

32 

, 

36 

3 

2 

, 

• 

12 

16 

1305 

20 

35 

38 

4 

6 

13 

9 

31 

18 

Northfield, 

1673 

30 

• 

• 

4 

5 

, 

11 

• 

, 

Oranfe,    • 

1501 

29 

33 

48 

5 

15 

13 

18 

22 

27 

Rowe,      . 

703 

30 

13 

1 

8 

3 

• 

15 

11 

• 

Shelborn^ 

1022 

22 

33 

27 

6 

10 

12 

24 

10 

19 

fflrateebniy, 

987 

21 

m 

17 

4 

13 

9 

7 

11 

1 

Sunderland, 

719 

23 

10 

12 

6 

1 

2 

6 

5 

8 

Warwick, 

1071 

18 

3S 

10 

4 

8 

8 

21 

23 

11 

WendeU, 

875 

19 

4 

4 

3 

5 

3 

12 

11 

15 

Whately,          .        . 

1072 

25 

S7 

26 

7 

10 

5 

20 

15 

12 

Totals, 

28,812 

576 

SiW 

534 

115 

151 

151 

360 

331 

295 

BERKSHIRE. 

Adams,    *   .     . 

3703 

, 

108 

114 

• 

15 

8 

• 

78 

45 

Alfod,     •        •        • 

481 

13 

10 

13 

3 

4 

• 

7 

2 

4 

Becket,    .        . 

1342 

18 

39 

30 

7 

7 

8 

24 

31 

14 

Boston  Comer,  • 

65 

, 

a 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Cheshire, 

985 

• 

, 

• 

, 

• 

1 

• 

, 

• 

Clarksbnrff, 

370 

9 

8 

11 

• 

• 

1 

, 

• 

4 

Dalton,     . 

1255 

40 

4Sl 

43 

3 

, 

2 

11 

14 

, 

ter.  •:    : 

1038 

19 

28 

23 

3 

2 

1 

11 

5 

10 

441 

19 

5 

7 

, 

2 

2 

3 

3 

3 

Great  Barrington, 

2704 

• 

• 

• 

10 

3 

, 

38 

, 

. 

Hancock, 

922 

21 

19 

18 

1 

• 

, 

4 

12 

15 

Hinsdale, 

955 

41 

21 

17 

3 

6 

6 

17 

16 

17 

Lanesborongfa,  • 

1140 

31 

18 

21 

, 

2 

, 

12 

11 

SO 

Lee, 

2428 

29 

34 

26 

20 

8 

10 

28 

40 

33 

Lenox,     . 

1813 

35 

39 

29 

8 

7 

5 

21 

39 

26 

Mount  WaahingtoDf  . 

438 

13 

• 

20 

• 

. 

1 

2 

• 

1 
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ml 

- 

BERTHS. 

MARIUAGES. 

DEATHS. 

€k>UHTIS8  AlTD  T©WH8. 

Popdlatioo 

^ 

in  1840. 

IMi. 

18i0( 

1846. 

1844. 

1845. 

18«6. 

1844. 

1845. 

1846. 

New  Asbfocd,   • 

337 

5 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

• 

8 

New  Marlborough,    . 

.  1682 

41 

38 

35 

14 

.9 

is 

35 

11 

29 

Otw,       ' . 

1177 

12 

38 

• 

10 

2 

• 

6 

8 

• 

Peru,    •   •        •     •   . 

576 

17 

13 

12 

1 

5 

3 

11 

S 

15 

Pittflfield,          .  •      . 

3747 

87 

101 

108 

1 

3 

7 

56 

61 

76 

Richmond, 

10^ 

11 

11 

20 

4 

3 

6 

14 

10 

15 

SandUfield,       , 

1464   . 

21 

i 

• 

13 

11 

31 

8d 

•  • 

Savoy,      . 
Sheffield, 

915 

13 

6 

5 

3 

4 

.    4 

3 

1 

5 

8332 

49     78 

.  85 

7 

7 

13 

38 

35 

41 

Stoekbridge,      .. 

1993- 

41     33 

53 

2 

9 

'  6 

85 

35 

39 

•Tyfin^ham, 
WaahiDgtoli^ 

1477 

5     . 

• 

'9 

, 

•• 

35 

, 

• 

991 

22!    29 

20 

,3 

1 

3 

13 

14 

10 

West  Stockbridge,     . 
Williajnetown,  . 

144& 

54 

49 

40 

8 

4 

6 

30 

16 

93 

2153 

57 

78 

51 

3 

11 

3 

, 

33 

22 

Windsor,    .      .       ^. 

897 

• 

12 

12 

» 

6 

6 

• 

9 

12 

Totals,           .    ^    • 

41,745 

723  832 

806 

135 

182 

114 

435 

488 

465 

NORFOLK. 

' 

Bellingham, 

1055 

30     13 
59    69 

8 

7 

2 

2 

11 

8 

7 

Braintree,          .     '    . 

3168 

47 

14 

.  6 

18 

10 

37 

• 

Brookline, . 

1365 

13     31 

44 

8 

8 

16 

15 

35 

31 

Canton,     • 

1995 

651    27 

11 

17 

7 

21 

35 

32 

36 

Cohasset,           .    .     . 

1471 

241    33 

26 

16 

10 

19 

38 

18 

20 

Dedham, 

3290 

90     96 

94 

'31 

aj 

36 

50 

70 

53 

Dorchester,       .         « 

4875 

28 

91 

186 

21 

47 

49 

78 

79 

93 

Dover, 

.     530 

6 

6 

8 

1 

3 

8 

11 

8 

5 

Foxborough,-    * . 

1298 

34 

51 

37 

11 

17 

19 

.18 

18 

28 

FrankHn, 

1717 

23 

33 

41 

10 

5 

9 

38 

29 

33 

Medfield, 

883 

0 

18 

16 

6 

4 

5 

18 

7 

18 

Medway,  . 

^W43. 

66=    65 

61 

25 

29 

32 

14 

36 

31 

Milton,     . 

1822 

49 

58 

52 

11 

16 

11 

38 

35 

35 

Needham,         .... 

1488 

45 

33 

36 

9 

4 

6 

36 

17 

35 

Quincy,    .         .       ■ . 
Randolph, 

3486 

147 

123 

136 

S3 

31 

32 

56 

S9 

48 

3213 

92 

138 

121 

32 

38 

31 

71 

55 

61 

Roxbury, 

9089 

304 

411 

440 

26^ 

78 

98 

• 

■, 

• 

Sharon,    .         . 

1076 

26 

22 

16 

9 

12 

'  7 

15 

14 

13 

Stoughton, 

3143 

68 

86 

95 

•35 

33 

38 

4 

36 

90 

Walpole, 

1491 

.# 

• 

25 

• 

• 

10 

, 

• 

7 

Weyinooth,       * 

3738 

145 

139 

140 

32 

35 

36 

SI 

m 

64 

Wrentham,        . 

3915 

77 

59 

67 

16 

16 

35 

8 

48 

80 

Totals, 

53,140 

1392 

1591 

1707 

360 

•404 

538 

"W5 

6S7 

(&4 

BRISTOL. 

• 

• 

Att]eborough,    . 

3585 

78 

81 

88 

33 

25 

31 

60 

66 

75 

Berkley,  • 

886 

20 

12 

19 

4 

2 

7 

17 

28 

15 

DartmoQth, 

4135 

122 

92 

108 

33 

27 

38 

, 

, 

, 

Dtghton, .. 

1878 

36 

47 

40 

19 

•    7 

9 

15 

S3 

17 

Easton,     . 

3074 

43 

53 

56 

8 

19 

8 

53 

39 

35 

Fairi^aven, 

3951 

74 

107 

• 

10 

34 

39 

83 

45 

Si 
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BIRTHS. 

JMARRIAOES. 

DEA1*HS. 

Popolatioa 

0>9niaf  Airv  Towvs. 

mim. 

" 

1841 

1846. 

1846. 

1844. 

1845. 

1846. 

ISM. 

1846. 

1846. 

Fall  River, 

0738 

310 

379 

393 

ai 

73 

■^ 

76 

55 

m 

Freetown,         •        • 

1772 

47 

43 

24 

5 

10 

8 

SS 

31 

24 

Mansfield, 

1889 

34 

43 

81 

10 

IS 

16 

• 

17 

21 

NewBedfiwd,   . 

13,067 

443 

435 

477 

131 

114 

151 

1 

175 

249 

Norton,    . 

1545 

36 

29 

45 

3 

8 

8 

8 

6 

4 

Pawtocket, 

2184 

104 

89 

127 

14 

13 

16 

6 

• 

16 

Ravnham, 

1329 

43 

40 

2 

12 

4 

9 

24 

19 

10 

2169 

55 

55 

45 

16 

• 

15 

20 

2S 

38 

6^konk, 

1996 

47 

9 

• 

24 

9 

, 

35 

89 

• 

Somenet, 

1005 

24 

14 

26 

4 

6 

6 

34 

24 

so 

Swawey, 

1484 

36 

32 

87 

9 

11 

11 

• 

15 

91 

Tannton, 

7645 

192 

219 

244 

57 

43 

60 

73 

73 

55 

Weetpoit,         .        • 

2620 

82 

73 

50 

10 

2 

15 

39 

82 

S7 

Totals, 

60,165 

1825 

1852 

1812 

483 

419 

499 

SIS 

719 

779 

PLYMOUTH. 

Abington, 

3214 

113 

, 

• 

27 

89 

• 

75 

, 

• 

Bridgewater,     • 

2131 

44 

71 

57 

4 

12 

12 

45 

40 

27 

Carver,     . 

995 

35 

30 

21 

2 

14 

8 

5 

1 

• 

Duzbnrv, 

2798 

33 

, 

, 

19 

10 

8 

19 

19 

• 

East  Bndgewater,      . 

1950 

30 

58 

49 

9 

11 

25 

24 

19 

26 

Halifax,   . 

734 

30 

36 

27 

7 

2 

6 

17 

21 

13 

Hanover, 

1488 

41 

18 

18 

16 

14 

12 

20 

16 

17 

Hanson,   . 

1040 

, 

^ 

15 

, 

, 

3 

• 

, 

13 

HinghaiB, 
Hull, 

3564 

94 

86 

87 

85 

22 

20 

57 

61 

44 

231 

3 

6 

3 

3 

2 

1 

2 

7 

1 

Kingston, 

1440 

35 

32 

31 

15 

16 

11 

26 

25 

15 

Marahfield, 

1761 

47 

41 

45 

16 

16 

10 

34 

23 

25 

Middleboroogh, 

5085 

• 

• 

a 

. 

« 

• 

• 

, 

• 

North  Bridgewator,    . 

2616 

96 

70 

91 

22 

dR 

21 

50 

32 

44 

Pembroke, 

1258 

17 

33 

31 

11 

s 

3 

16 

19 

SI 

Plymouth, 

5281 

151 

122 

164 

30 

41 

42 

81 

110 

67 

PlymptoB, 

834 

24     19 

19 

8 

10 

11 

22 

10 

IS 

Rochester, 

3864 

•  1     • 

112 

, 

• 

• 

, 

, 

48 

Scitoate,  . 

3886 

88,    84 

85 

28 

22 

21 

52 

43 

43 

Wareham, 

2002 

65     66 

75 

9 

11 

29 

32 

22 

33 

West  Bridgewator,    . 

1201 

3ll    39 

1 

36 

8 

9 

11 

29 

16 

14 

Totals, 

47,373 

977  811 

966 

269 

288 

254 

606 

484 

46S 

BARNSTABLE. 

Barnstable, 

4301 

8     10 

20 

21 

38 

42 

15 

38 

43 

Brewster, 

1522 

31     44 

43 

8 

7 

15 

13 

22 

12 

Chatham, 

2334 

75     35 

65 

18 

15 

24 

50 

35 

28 

Dennis,    . 

2942 

62     . 

• 

23 

• 

, 

33 

, 

Eastham, 

955 

17,    13 

7 

3 

19 

10 

10 

14 

10 

Falmouth, 

2589 

72     66 

56 

• 

ao 

19 

33 

37 

25 

Harwich, 

2930 

87  105 

111 

19 

23 

20 

16 

34 

32 

Marshpee, 

309 

•       • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

, 

• 

. 

Orleans,  . 

1974 

34     45 

39 

93 

8 

14 

44 

27 

31 

Provincetown, 

2122 

76 

61 

73 

as 

22 

1^ 

41 

41 

S8 
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BIRTHS,  &c.  FOR  THREE  YEARS. 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS— CMNwed: 


COVXTUS  AlTD  ToWffS. 

PopuIatioD 
ml840. 

BIRTHS. 

MARIUAGES. 

DEATHS. 

1841.jl845.1846. 

184i. 

1846. 

1846. 

1844. 

1845. 

1846. 

Sandwich, 
Truro, 
WeUfleet, 
Yaimoath, 

8719 
1930 
3377 
3554 

113 
36 
59 
75 

118 
55 
44 

79 

101 

65 
67 

33 
13 
13 
13 

34 

30 
13 
31 

31 
30 

33 
33 
33 
66 

58 
30 
34 

48 

44 

15 
35 

Totals, 

DUKES. 

Chilmark, 
Edffartowii, 
Tiflbory,  . 

33,548 

703 
1736 
1530 

744 

10 
30 
53 

675 

13 
55 

60 

647 

13 
53 
13 

301 

5 

8 
31 

333 

3 
10 
11 

330 

8 
8 
9 

408 

9 
13 
36 

408 

4 

36 
33 

308 

4 
27 
OS 

Totals, 

NANTUCKET. 

Nantucket, 

3958 
9013 

93 
306 

137 
337 

79 
333 

34 
38 

34 

90 

35 
84 

48 
107 

53 
134 

56 
154 
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RECAPITULATION. 


COVVTISS. 

Popalation 
in  1840. 

BIRTHS. 

MARRIAGES. 

DEATHS. 

1844. 

1845. 

1846. 

1844. 
29 

1845. 
22 

1846. 
29 

1844. 

1845. 

1846. 

Suffolk,  . 

»5,773 

Ill 

147 

134 

88 

94 

30 

E«iex,    .        . 

94,987 

1581 

2175 

2527 

583 

758 

908 

1292 

150J 

1673 

Middlesex,      . 

106,611 

2814 

3050 

3011 

949 

1168 

1119 

1553 

1506 

1722 

Worcerter,      . 

95,313 

2311 

2116 

2474 

715 

793 

871 

1469 

1527 

1734 

HampBhire, 

30,807 

642 

653 

676 

180 

199 

209 

508 

430 

439 

Hampden, 

37,366 

760 

937 

901 

213 

193 

252 

394 

509 

614 

28,812 

576 

528 

524 

115 

151 

151 

360 

331 

295 

Berkshire, 

41,745 

723 

822 

806 

135 

132 

114 

435 

488 

465 

Norfolk, 

53,140 

1392 

1591 

1707 

360 

404 

528 

555 

657 

624 

Bristol,  • 

60,165 

1825 

1852 

1812 

483 

419 

499 

515 

719 

779 

Plymontb, 

47,373 

977 

811 

966 

269 

288 

254 

606 

484 

468 

Barnstable,      . 

32,548 

744 

675 

647 

201 

222 

220 

408 

408 

303 

Dakes,   . 

3,958 

93 

127 

79 

34 

24 

25 

48 

53 

56 

Nantucket,      . 

9,012 

208 

227 

222 

38 

90 

84 

107 

134 

154 

Totals, 

737,700 

14,757 

15,711 

16,486 

4304 

4863 

5263 

8338 

8844 

9350 

Totals  after  de- 
ducting Suffolk 
County,  . 

641,927 

14,646 

15,564 

16^ 

4275 

4841 

5234 

8250 

8750 

9820 
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NOTES. 


Some  of  the  returns  were  accompanied  with  remarks  by  the 
town  clerks.  From  these,  the  following  notes  have  been  com- 
piled. The  design  of  these  notes  is  to  show  the  condition  of  reg- 
istration through  the  State,  the  practical  operation  of  existing 
laws  on  the  subject,  and  the  yiews  of  the  town  clerks  in  regard 
to  such  amendments  as  may  be  needed  to  improve  the  system. 

SUFFOLK  COUNTY. 

Boston. — ^No  retain  of  births,  mairiages  or  deaths. 

CHBI.8KA. — ^"I  presume  many  deaths  have  taken  place  in  this  town  of  which, 
as  yet,  I  have  no  record.^ 

ESSI&X  COUNTY. 

AiTDOVBB. — ^  They  axe  all  very  imperfect,  as  respects  numbers.  The  returns 
have  not  been  made  according  to  ItLw/^^Birihs.  **  There  seems  to  have  been  a 
misapprehension  of  the  law  relating  to  the  duties  of  school  committee  and  town 
clerk,  in  respect  to  the  registration  of  births ;  as  town  clerk,  I  forwarded  the  blank, 
and  paper,  and  circular  to  the  chairman  of  the  school  committee.''  "  The  whole 
number  of  births  in  Andover  must  have  been  two  hundred.  I  was  present  at 
about  one  hundred,  and  there  are  Hve  other  physicians  in  town."  <*The  i^djutant 
general  sends  a  blank  for  the  enrolment  of  soldiers  to  the  assessors ;  they  enter 
the  names  on  the  blank,  then  sign  the  return  at  the  bottom  as  assessors ;  the  town 
clerk  records  the  same,  counts  the  numbers,  and  signs  the  return  at  the  beginning, 
and  sends  the  same  return  to  the  adjutant;  this  return  has  the  signatures  of  the 
assessors  as  vouchers  for  correctness,  and  the  town  clerk  that  it  is  recorded, — 
and  1  think  the  law  is  vety  similar  in  intention  to  the  law  respecting  the  enrol- 
ment of  births."  **  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  to  the  fact,  that 
the  law  makes  no  provision  for  the  ftUvrt  rtgiitraUon  of  the  tyimti  of  those  efttt- 
Atn  that  are  recorded  (ku  year  without  a  nosie." — Mctrriages.  ''  One  clergyman 
informs  me  verbally,  that  he  has  married  about  twenty  couple  the  past  year. 
Another  clergyman  two  couple,  a  magistrate  one  couple  in  Andover,  but  they 
have  made  no  return."  ^  Our  return  should  have  been  fifty  instead  of  thirty,  if 
clergymen  and  magistrates  had  returned  all.  The  whole  number  of  couples  pub- 
lished in  Andover,  from  May  1, 1845,  to  May  1, 1846,  is  eighty.    Returns  have 
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been  partially  and  imperfectly  made.  Oar  records,  for  the  last  twelve  years,  are 
veiy  imperfect,  aa  respects  marriages^— little  regularity  in  the  records,— and  some 
have  made  no  retams  for  many  years.  Town  clerks  receive  no  compensation  in 
Andover  for  any  service  rendered  the  town,  except  recording  births  and  deaths, 
consequently  they  will  not  look  up  labor." 

Esaxx. — Birihs  and  Marriagta.  ^  The  returns,  I  believe,  embrace  all  that  have 
occurred  in  the  town  during  the  year." 

Gloucbster. — Marriagts.  ''All  the  persons  returned  have  received  cer- 
tificates of  publishment,  and  the  presumption  is,  that  they  have  been  married;  bat 
owing  to  the  neglect  of  some,  and  the  itinerant  habits  of  the  clergy  in  many 
cases,  there  remain  blanks  which  should  have  been  filled ;  many  of  those  com- 
pleted are  made  by  my  own  inquiiy." 

Haicllton. — '*  I  have  found  it  difficult  to  obtain  the  information  necessary  to 
comply  with  the  law ;  the  returns  are  as  perfect  as  I  can  make  them  at  this  time  ; 
we  hope  to  make  them  more  perfect  in  future." 

Marblehkad. — "  I  feel  desirous  that  the  law  should  be  complied  with,  and 
have  endeavored  to  make  as  complete  returns  as  possible,  thou^  they  are  still 
imperfect  For  much  of  the  information,  I  have  to  rely  on  personal  applicatimi 
to  the  parties." 

MiDDLKTON. — Birihs.  ^  The  school  committee  only  returned  seven,  the  rest 
(11)  I  have  procured  by  personal  exertions.  I  think  the  duty  would  be  better 
performed  if  it  devolved  upon  the  assessors." — Maarrtages.  <*It  is  believed  there 
has  been  one  marriage  in  this  town  not  included  in  this  return,  but  no  more  have 
been  reported ;  if  so,  it  was  solemnized  by  a  clergyman  not  a  resident  of  this 
town." 

RocKPORT. — DeaUiM,  '^  Should  inaccuracies  be  found  in  this  return,  they  must 
be  charged  to  the  sextons,  most  of  whom  made  an  entire  failure  as  it  regards 
their  returns.  The  clerk,  therefore,  has  not  so  much  time  to  examine  and  correct 
as  he  could  wish.   All  the  physicians  in  town  have  kindly  rendered  the  needful  aid." 

Salem. — Marriages.    ^  Rev.  Mr. ,  of  St  Peter's  Church,  has  neglected 

to  make  any  return  for  the  past  year." 

Tops  FIELD. — Deaths.  '^  This  return  may  be  relied  on  as  containing  a  notice  of 
every  death  that  has  occurred,  within  the  time  named,  in  this  town.  All  have 
been  recorded  for  the  last  thirty-six  years." 

West  Newburt. — Births.  *'  The  return,  though  few  in  number,  comprises 
all  in  my  possession ;  I  am  well  aware  that  the  births  of  the  past  year  did  not  fall 
much  short  of  any  preceding  year.  The  school  committee  for  1845,  returned  the 
number  of  births  in  four  school  districts  out  of  six ;  the  present  year,  no  returns 
have  been  made ;  whether  it  is  negligence,  or  exemption  from  the  duty  by  the 
law,  is  probably  best  known  to  themselves." — Deaths.  '*  All  that  have  come  to 
my  knowledge,  are  nearly  correct ;  although  often  requested,  the  sextons  have, 
as  yet,  rendered  no  assistance." 

MIDDLESEX  COUNTY. 

Ashland. — Births.  **  It  is  ascertained  that  twenty  occurred  in  the  Hopkinton, 
eight  in  the  Framlngham,  and  five  in  the  HolUston  portions  of  this  town ;  those 
in  the  Hopkinton  portion  are  probably  included  in  the  return  from  that  town  and 
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are  here  omitted.  Thoee  in  the  FramiDgham  and  Holliston  portione  are  not  preb- 
ably  returned  from  those  towns,  and  for  that  reason  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to 
make  the  return  I  have.  No  births  occurred  in  this  town  between  the  passage  of 
the  act  of  incorporation  and  the  first  of  May,  1846." 

Cambridge. — Birtha.  "  The  number  recorded  is  undoubtedly  much  less  than 
have  occurred  in  the  ciiy.^^Maniagts.  "This  return  embraces  probably  not 
more  than  from  one  half  to  two  thirds  of  the  whole  number  solemnized  during  the 
year,  and  is  deficient  in  other  respects.  Some  clergymen  make  no  returns,  and 
others  return  only  the  names  of  parties  and  date  of  marriage." — Deaiha.  "  This 
return  is  not  complete,  though  more  nearly  so  than  that  of  births  or  marriages. 
Few  deaths  are  returned  to  me  of  those  who  are  removed  out  of  the  city  or  to 
Mount  Auburn  for  interment" 

Caklislb.— >jB«riA«.  ''This  return  is  the  same  which  was  made  out  and  re- 
turned to  me  by  Dr.  A.  Marsh,  the  school  committee  having  neglected  to  perform 
that  service." 

Chaklbstown. — ^  The  returns  are  as  complete  as  I  am  able  to  make  them, 
under  existing  circumstances.  The  return  of  marriages  is  the  most  defective. 
The  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Society  has  made  no  return  for  the  last  year ;  and 
the  pastor  of  the  Episcopalian  Church  has  furnished  me  with  no  returns  of  mar^ 
liages  solemnized  by  him  since  officiating  in  that  capaci^  in  this  town." 

Cbxuisfobd. — Deaiha.  **  Probably  the  whole  number  would  not  vary  very  far 
from  thirty.    One  of  the  sextons  made  no  return." 

FBAHiveHAM. — DeaOa,    *'  The  sextons  have  not  all  made  returns." 

Grotozv. — ^''In  all  important  particulars  the  returns  are  accurate  and  com- 
fdete." — Births.  ''The  school  committee  have  given  their  personal  attention  to 
the  return  of  births." 

HoUsisrov.'^Buihs,  "  This  record  is  believed  to  be  perfect,  and  all  the  facts 
are  given  that  could  be  obtained  from  return  by  school  committee.  A  part  of 
the  town  of  Ashland  was  taken  from  Holliston  last  winter  by  act  of  incorporation, 
and  the  school  committee  did  not  take  the  account  of  births,  jsupposing  this  duty 
belonged  to  the  school  committee  there.  The  different  parts  of  the  town  in  which 
the  births  have  occurred  have  been  arranged  by  school  districta." — Marriagts. 
"  Incomplete — ^I  think  abort  of  the  true  number.  It  does  not  embrace  one  third  of 
the  certificates  I  have  given.  It  is  the  best  I  could  do  ftom  the  returns  received. 
I  think  the  nature  of  the  facts  required  in  this  matter  may  be  a  reason  of  their 
imperfection." — Dttdhs.  "  Not  quite  perfect,  though  the  sextons  have  shown  a 
commendable  disposition  to  make  it  so.  Perhaps  six  or  eight  not  returned ; 
flome  have  been  interred  out  of  town,  and  the  returns  have  not  been  furnished 
me.  The  deaths  in  that  part  of  Holliston  now  Ashland,  (referred  to  in  the  births 
above,)  were  returned  as  yoa  have  them.  None  returned  since  the  act  of  incor- 
poration from  this  section.  In  some  cases,  the  occupation  is  not  returned,  nor  is 
the  precise  age  stated.  It  is  often  difficult  to  obtain  the  exact  age  in  months  and 
days.  From  a  record  kept  by  a  person  which  I  think  is  correct,  the  number  of 
deaths  in  Holliston,  during  the  registration  year,  was  S7.  More  attention  would 
be  paid  to  the  law  if  it  were  better  known  to  the  proper  officers.  Many  of  the 
iaets  required  are  of  importance,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  it  is  not  better 
complied  with." 
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HonniiTOH.^BMt.  ^This  rotm  k  b6lie?«d  to  b«  neuly  ootMCt;  it  in* 
cladei  thoM  occnrriag  in  that  pait  of  Hopkinton  now  become  a  part  of  A^ud, 
up  to  the  ptMage  of  the  act  incorporating  that  toirn/^-^-Mamagea,  ^  Beliered  to 
be  correct  with  two  exceptions,  and  those  owing  to  the  misappreliBnnon  of  the 
clergyman  in  supposing  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  town  clerk  to  obuia  the  fiictB." — 
DeMs,  **  As  full  and  correct  as  the  recnms  to  me  will  admit  The  probable 
naraber  of  deaths  in  town,  the  last  year,  was  nearly  forty." 

LiifcoLir. — Birtiis.  **  These  are  what  I  have  picked  up  myself;  the  school 
committee  still  refuse  to  make  any  return  to  me.  I  think  the  bat  mast  cootaia 
nearly  all  the  births  in  town  daring  the  year." — Deaths,  **  There  have  been  more 
than  four  deaths  in  town  during  the  past  year,  but  some  of  them  have  been  in- 
terred out  of  town,  and  no  record  of  them  made  by  our  sexton." 

Natick. — Birik»»  ^  I  have  reason  lo  believe  that  the  births  are  staled  with  a 
good  degree  of  accuracy ."-^.Afarru^^.  ''  This  return  is  very  defective.  A  per- 
son in  this  town,  who,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  has  solemnized  as  many  mar* 
riagee  as  all  others,  has  not  returned  one  instance  of  a  marriage  bj  him  the  last 
year,  and  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  one  afler  repeated  solicitations.  The 
Commonwealth  will  never  procure  correct  informatioo,  in  my  humble  opinion,  in 
relation  to  marriages,  until  they  affix  a  heavy  penalty  on  clergymen  and  others  for 
neglect  of  this  duty.  It  appeara  to  me  of  the  greatest  cansequenoe  that  all  inar- 
fiages  should  be  recorded  somewhere,  that  they  may  be  accessible  to  all  penone 
interested,  from  the  fact  that  much  trouble  has  existed  and  pecuniary  looses  been 
sustained,  since  the  operation  of  the  pension  laws,  by  the  imperfection  of  town 
records.  So  in  case  of  settlemieat  of  paupeni ;  every  one  conversant  with  soch 
matters  knows  the  unlimited  trouble  existing  for  the  want  of  a  record  of  mar- 
riages. If  the  Legislature  would  give  a  thought  to  this  subject,  the  public 
interest  would  be  promoted."-— jDea(A«.  *'I  imagine  they  are  less  accurate,  but 
they  are  all  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  of  the  sextons.  I  however  feel  confident 
that  a  few  more  have  happened  than  are  stated  in  the  return." 

Newton. — SirUts.  ^  You  will  perceive  that  I  send  you  a  record  of  one  birth 
only,  which  is  all  that  has  been  received,  out  of  probably  one  hundred.  I  have 
inquired  of  the  school  committee  for  the  births,  but  they  have  done  nothing  about 
the  record  of  them ;  a  majority  of  them  are  preachen,  and  they  consider  it  too 
delicate  a  task  to  meddle  with.  I  think  if  it  were  made  the  duty  of  the  aeseason, 
it  could  and  would  be  done." — Marriagts,  "  I  find  preachen,  who,  you  know,  do 
nearly  all  the  marrying,  very  strongly  object  to  the  numerous  questions  the  law 
requires  them  to  ask ;  and  I  don't  know  but  the  reason  why  so  few  recoide  of 
marriages  are  sent  in,  is  because  their  returns  would  so  far  fail  of  answering  the 
law,  that  they  do  not  like  to  have  their  failures  exhibited.  If  the  law  be  not  al- 
tered, I  mean  to  make  an  effort  to  send  you  a  more  fiill  return  next  year." — Detdhs* 
**  The  deaths,  I  think,  are  full.  We  have  in  town  ^e  sextons ;  I  have  had  to 
write  to,  or  call  on  four  of  them,  to  obtain  their  records.  Perhaps  the  clerk  hae 
received  one  fourth  or  one  fifth  of  the  marriages  in  town ;  the  reason  why  we 
have  received  no  more  I  cannot  tell,  as  I  have  served  in  this  capacity  but  a  ahmt 
time." 

PnpnBRKJLL^-'^  I  have  adopted  a  system  which  I  am  in  hopes  will  eimble  me  to 
obtain  a  more  accurate  return  the  coming  year,  of  births,  marriages  and  i 
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TnresBORouGH. — ^^  On  making  out  my  returns  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths 
last  year,  I  thought  I  should  be  able  to  give  you  a  complete  and  full  return 
the  present  year,  and  promised  you  that  I  would  do  so.  I  have  taken  unwearied 
pains  to  obtain  the  names,  dates,  &c.,  contained  in  these  returns,  and,  by  dint  of 
running  and  racing  into  almost  every  nook  and  corner  of  the  town,  I  have  obtained 
the  particulars  returned ;  thus  much  I  have  done  in  order  to  keep  my  promise, 
made  one  year  ago.  There  has  not  been  a  single  instance  of  full  and  correct  re- 
turn to  me  during  the  past  year.  I  have  requested,  again  and  again,  individuals 
to  hand  in  their  returns  to  me,  without  effect;  under  these  circumstances,  I  shall 
make  no  further  promises,  but  shall  hereafter  return  such  facts  as  are  returned 
to  me." 

Watertown. — Births  and  Deaths,  "  No  returns  of  births  fhnn  the  school 
committee,  or  return  of  deaths  from  the  sexton,  in  the  town  of  Watertown,  have 
been  received  by  me  the  past  year,  up  to  June  30, 1846.  I  therefore  can  make 
no  return  to  you." 

West  Cambridge. — Deaths.  "The  deficiency  in  the  return  is  beyond  the 
control  of  the  clerk.    Recorded  as  received." 

Westford. — Deaths.  "The  return  is  imperfect,  containing  but  about  one 
half  the  number.  Individuals,  when  requested,  neglect  to  make  the  necessary 
returns." 

W  OB  URN. — Births.  "The  return  of  births,  from  the  town  of  Woburn,  for  the 
year  ending  April  30, 1846,  is,  in  most  respects,  perfect."  "I  have  used  great 
exertions  to  ascertain,  and  make  record  of  all  births  happening  in  town ;  eight  or 
ten  out  of  this  number,  I  have  ascertained  by  personal  inquiry.  The  school  com- 
mittee employed  the  assessors  to  attend  to  their  duty  for  them ;  there  appears  to 
be  a  great  unwillingness  on  the  part  of  parents  to  give  in  the  birth  of  their  chil- 
dren. I  think  this  should  not  be ;  parents  should  be  interested  in  this  matter,  and 
see -to  it  that  every  birth  happening  in  their  families  is  duly  recorded,  or  give 
such  facts  as  may  be  required  to  those  who  are  legally  authorized  to  receive 
them,  or  all  our  endeavors  to  obtain  a  perfect  registration  will  be  of  no  avail." — 
Marriages.  "  The  return  of  marriages  from  the  town  of  Woburn  for  the  year 
ending  April  30,  1846,  is,  T  believe,  full  and  correct,  with  but  one  exception." 
"  You  may  be  assured  that  if  the  State  makes  liberal  provisions  for  carrying  out 
the  registration,  your  returns  will  be  correct ;  all  the  duties  of  town  clerks  will 
be  done,  and,  I  doubt  not,  faithfully  done;  and  only  then.  The  honor  of  the 
office,  in  a  town  like  Woburn,  does  not  pay  for  the  work  required  by  law.  Last 
year,  I  suggested  the  propriety  of  raising  the  price  of  certificates  to  one  dollar, 
and  this,  I  think,  would  be  the  better  way,  and  then  the  individual  married  would 
pay  all  the  expense ;  and  this  he  can  afford  to  do,  if  he  gets  a  decent  wife,  but  if 
not,  there  is  no  clerk  who  would  not,  out  of  pity,  remit  him  the  fee,  and,  perhaps, 
make  him  a  present  in  addition."  "I  do  hope  that  our  next  Legislature  will  be 
wise,  and  take  this  matter  into  consideration."  "Any  one  conversant  with  the 
old  records  of  most  towns,  can  see  the  necessity  of  the  present  registration  law ; 
there  should  be  a  perfect  uniformity  in  records  throughout  the  State ;  in  the  gene- 
alogy of  families,  heirship  to  property,  and  pauper  cases,  long  and  protracted  law- 
suits often  occur,  which  might,  in  a  great  measure,  be  obviated,  had  our  present 
registration  laws  been  carried  into  operation  at  the  early  settlement  of  the 
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country.  The  whole  cost  of  the  present  registration  laws  throughout  the  State, 
(were  a  reasonable  price  paid,)  would  not  be  more  than  one  per  cent  on  five  hun- 
dred dollars ;  it  would  seem  but  reasonable,  that  this  small  pittance  should  be 
paid  for  an  object  of  so  much  importance." — Deaths,  "  The  return  of  deaths 
from  the  town  of  Woburn,  for  the  past  year,  is,  in  most  respects,  correct" 
^'Family  records  arc  a  great  assistance  in  ascertaining  many  of  the  facts  required 
by  law,  and  one  should  be  kept  in  every  family ;  the  time  and  trouble  of  keeping 
them  is  nothing,  in  comparison  with  the  benefits  derived  from  them ;  all  the  facts 
could  be  readily  obtained,  which  are  necessary  to  make  the  town  records  perfect 
The  disease  or  cause  of  death  may  not,  in  all  cases,  be  recorded  correctly, 
although  most  of  them  are  as  they  were  returned  to  me."  **  In  some  instances, 
where  old  people  have  died,  I  have  been  obliged  to  consult  the  old  records  of  the 
town  to  ascertain  their  ages ;  this  makes  a  great  amount  of  work  for  which  we 
get  no  pay ;  this  is  not  right"  "  The  whole  matter  of  registration  should,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  be  left  with  town  clerks,  and  it  should  be  made  their  duty  to 
obtain  all  the  necessary  facts,  or  to  employ  some  one  to  do  so  for  them ;  this  is 
the  only  way  that  the  facts  can  all  of  them  be  obtained." 

No  Returns  from  Dracut  and  SomervUU;  of  births  from  Adon;  of  marriages 
Yrom  DwistabU ;  and  of  births  and  deaths  from  WaUrtovm. 

WORCESTER  COUNTY. 

AuBuiiN. — Marriages.    "  The  return  is  as  complete  as  I  could  well  obtain." 

Blackstons. — Births.  "I  have  made  the  return  as  complete  as  I  was  able 
from  the  return  made  to  me,  which  return  was  made,  I  believe,  by  a  person  who 
was  very  diligent  in  obtaining  all  the  information  he  could  at  the  time.  Our  pop- 
ulation being  of  a  moving  character,  as  full  information  in  every  respect  as  was 
desired  could  not  be  obtained." — Marriages.  "  The  clergymen  who  have  made 
returns  have  been  very  punctual,  with  one  exception ;  that  one  said  to  me,  before 
making  his  returns,  he  presumed  he  had  united  more  couples  in  marriage  than  all 
the  other  clergymen  in  town,  and  when  he  made  his  returns  he  returned  only  five, 
saying  he  had  loaned  the  certificates  of  two  or  three,  and  others  he  had  mislaid 
and  would  look  them  up ;  such  negligence  ought  not  to  be  tolerated.  I  suppose 
that  clergymen  usually  receive  from  two  to  five  dollars  for  uniting  in  marriage, 
whereas  the  town  clerk  receives  bis  fifty  cents,  and  not  unfrequently  has  to  travel 
twelve  miles,  and  spend  half  a  day's  time  besides.  I  have  published  the  inten- 
tions of  marriage  of  forty-five  couples  the  past  year,  and  believe  that  more  than 
thirty  have  been  married  in  town." — DeaUis.  "  There  not  being  any  regularly 
appointed  sextons  in  our  town,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  get  any  person  to  engage 
in  collecting  and  making  a  return  of  the  deaths,  the  compensation  allowed  by  the 
law  being  much  less  than  it  should  be.  I  am  confident  there  have  more  deaths 
taken  place  the  past  year,  but  I  return  all  I  have  been  able  to  collect" 

Brookfield. — Deaths.  **  There  is  great  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  sextoos, 
and  one  refuses  to  make  any  return.  I  have  obtained,  I  believe,  all  the  deaths  in 
town,  and  believe  them  to  be  correctly  returned." 

DuDLKT. — Births.  "  I  wish  there  was  a  penalty  to  oblige,  or  a  compensation 
to  induce,  the  school  committee,  or  some  other  person  or  persons  to  obtain  cor- 
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rectly  all  the  births  in  town.  Some  of  the  births  were  taken  by  the  assessors,  but 
not  correctly.  Knowing  of  a  number  of  births  that  were  not  handed  in,  and 
wishing  to  have  my  registration  more  perfect,  I  made  a  circuit  over  the  town  and 
obtained  more  than  double  the  number  that  had  been  before  handed  to  me,  which 
I  think  is  correct" 

GARDmsB. — Births.    "  The  births  were  not  all  returned  this  year." 
Hoij>EN. — Marriages.    ^  I  suppose  there  has  been  one  marriage  in  this  town 
by  a  clergyman  of  Royalston,  but  no  return  of  it  has  been  made." 

HuBBARosTON. — "  Great  effort  has  been  used  on  the  part  of  the  town  clerk 
that  the  returns  should  be  correct  The  return  of  marriages  and  deaths  may  be 
regarded  as  substantially  so.  But  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  correct  information 
in  relation  to  births  is  apparent,  when  the  fact  is  made  known  that  no  one  takes 
any  interest  in  the  subject  but  the  town  clerk  alone.  He  has  visited  every  neigh- 
borhood in  town  for  the  purpose  of  collectiug  information  for  that  return,  and 
presumes  that  all,  or  nearly  all,  of  the  births  arc  included." 
Lancaster. — Births,  "  No  returns  received  from  school  committee." 
Lunenburg. — ^I  have,  by  sending  written  circulars  and  the  printed  cer- 
tificates, been  enabled  to  obtain  pretty  full  and  accurate  returns.  I  wish  they 
were  perfect,  but  it  is  certainly  not  for  want  of  effort  on  my  part  that  they  are  not 

80." 

Mbndon. — "  Mendon  contains  1200  inhabitants ;  much  care  has  been  taken  in 
making  out  the  returns,  which  renders  them  perfect  or  nearly  accurate." — 
Births.    "I  return  all  the  children  bom  during  the  year." 

North  Brookfielo. — *'  To  the  appointed  officers  much  credit  is  due  for  the 
pains  they  have  taken  in  ascertaining  the  particulars  so  necessary  to  carrying  out 
the  intention  of  the  registration  act  I  believe  the  reports  to  be  correct  in  all 
their  details,  except  the  places  of  birth  of  two  females  on  the  list  of  deaths, 
which  could  not  be  ascertained.  The  objects  and  results  contemplated  by  the 
registration  act  are  of  the  greatest  utility,  and  can  doubtless  be  effected,  if  the 
Bubordinate  officers  will  attend  to  their  duties  as  set  forth  in  the  act ;  but  it  is  at- 
tended with  considerable  labor,  requires  much  time  and  patience,  and,  I  fear,  will 
not  generally  receive  due  attention  until  the  fees  are  increased,  as  they  are  now 
altogether  inadequate  to  the  service  required." 

NoRTHBOROUGH. — ^  The  actual  number  of  births  in  this  town  is  probably  as 
many  again  as  are  recorded ;  I  return  all  that  have  been  reported  to  me  by 'the 
school  committee,  and  regret  very  much  not  to  have  a  complete  return  as  I  had 
hoped." 

Princeton. — "  So  far  as  it  respects  the  number,  I  believe  each  list  to  be  per- 
fect The  sexton  and  school  committee  have  been  prompt  in  the  discharge  of 
their  respective  duties." 

Westborough.— "  For  these  last  three  years,  I  have  been  laboring  to  have 
our  community  feel  the  importance  of  a  full  and  correct  registration ;  but  I  find 
it  cannot  be  done  by  persuasion  or  argument,  and  have  some  doubts  whether  the 
arm  of  the  law  would  fully  accomplish  it  Early  this  summer  I  engaged  one  of 
the  school  committee,  when  he  numbered  the  children,  to  gather  up  our  whole 
community,  that  a  complete  registration  should  once  be  made,  and  by  giving  him 
half  my  perquisite,  or  rather  my  fees,  I  have  added  more  than  two  hundred  names 
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to  the  records,  and  some  parts  of  families  back  thirty  years ;  so  that  it  can  be 
truly  said,  that  Westborough,  for  1846,  has  a  full  and  complete  registration. 
You  are  aware  that  the  new  registration  book  receives  the  names  promiscuously, 
and  not  by  families,  and  that  to  keep  the  family  records  together,  a  double  record 
must  be  made  in  every  instance.  My  returns  of  births  and  deaths  I  think  cor- 
rect ;  that  of  marriages  is  not  so  *,  returns  are  not  made  by  clergymen  and  those 
authorized  to  solemnize  marriages  as  they  should  be." 
No  Returns  from  Upton. 

HAMPSHIRE  COUNTY. 

Amherst. — "  The  returns  are  not  as  full  as  I  could  wish,  but  are  as  perfect  aa 
I  am  able  to  make  them.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  those  who  pretend  to 
furnish  the  town  clerk  with  returns,  are  not  more  particular.  One  fact  to  illus- 
trate :  Afler  the  returns  of  births  were  made  to  me,  I  made  some  little  effort  to 
ascertain  if  all  had  been  reported,  and  found  that  fourtetn  cases  were  not  on  any 
of  the  returns ;  how  many  more  escape  the  school  committee  and  myself,  I  am 
not  able  to  say ;  but  from  the  manner  in  which  the  returns  have  been  made,  and 
the  attention  I  have  been  able  to  give  the  matter,  I  have  no  doubt  some  are  still 
left  off;  and  out  of  the  fifly-one  deaths  returned,  only  eight  were  returned  by 
the  sextons." 

BEI.CHERTOWN. — Births.  ''The  school  committee  have  made  me  no  return ; 
what  I  have  returned  are  made  from  general  observation  and  inquiry.  I  hope  I 
shall  be  able  to  make  more  full  returns  the  present  year." 

EU.STHAMPTON. — BiHhs,  ''  The  school  committee  have  returned  nine  births  to 
the  clerk,  one  of  which  took  place  at  Northampton.  By  inquiry,  I  have  made  the 
number  thirteen,  which  is  not  far  from  correct" — Marriages,  "  The  number  is  cor- 
rectly returned." — Deaths,  "  We  have  no  sexton  to  assist  the  clerk  in  making  his 
return ;  neither  have  the  inhabitants  ever  given  themselves  the  least  trouble  in 
regard  to  furnishing  the  clerk  with  the  necessary  information.  I  cannot  see  any 
propriety  in  making  the  clerk  subject  to  a  fine  of  ten  dollars  for  neglect  of  duty, 
and  allowing  other  officers  whose  duty  it  is  to  make  returns  to  the  clerk,  to  make 
them  or  not,  as  is  most  convenient  to  them." 

Goshen. — Births.  "  I  feel  confident  that  this  return  is  correct,  as  the  chairman 
of  the  school  committee  is  a  physician,  and  well  acquainted  with  all  the  families 
in  town." — Marriages  and  Deaihs.    "  These  returns  are  also  correct" 

Plainfield. — Births,  "  The  school  committee  of  this  town  have  never  made 
any  return  of  births  to  the  town  clerk,  for  the  reason,  as  they  say,  that  they  can- 
not afford  to  do  it  at  the  rate  of  five  cents  a  birth ;  neither  have  they  engaged  any 
one  to  do  it,  there  being  no  penalty  for  the  neglect  Finding  that  they  had  not, 
and  would  not  make  any  return  to  me,  I  have,  this  year,  taken  the  trouble  to  as- 
certain the  number  of  births  for  the  year  past  myself,  and  think  I  herewith  return 
all,  or  nearly  all,  viz.,  twelve.  There  were  probably  as  many,  or  more  last  year, 
or  rather  year  before  last,  although  I  made  return  of  only  three ;  no  more  having 
come  to  my  knowledge." — Deaths.  "  Sextons  have  made  no  return  of  deaths  to  mc, 
and  all  I  have  learnt  of  them  is  from  our  minister  and  physician ;  the  minister 
keeps  an  account  of  all  the  deaths,  that  is,  the  date,  and  name,  and  age  of  the 
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deceased,  not  noting  the  months  and  days,  however,  nor  the  place  of  birth,  or 
name  of  parents,  &c.  I  believe,  sir,  that  I  herewith  return  you  all  the  deaths  and 
marriages  that  have  taken  place  in  this  town  the  year  past" 

Prescott. — Birihs.  ''The  return  contains  about  one  half  the  number  of 
children  born  in  this  town  the  past  year.  I  have,  by  personal  inquiry,  found  the 
names  and  ages  of  those  in  the  list,  the  school  committee  having  wholly  dis- 
regarded the  law  which  makes  it  their  duty  to  make  an  annual  return  to  the  town 
clerk." — Marriages.  ''  The  return  contains  probably  the  whole  number  that  have 
taken  place  the  past  year ;  it  is  not  so  full,  however,  as  I  should  have  been  pleased 
to  have  had  it ;  owing  to  remissness  in  the  clerks,  or  persons  solemnizing  the  mar- 
riages, in  regard  to  the  various  inquiries  to  be  made,  which,  I  think,  may  be  obviated 
by  procuring  the  blank  forms  of  publishments,  according  to  your  circular." — Deaths. 
''  I  believe  I  return  the  whole  number  that  have  occurred  during  the  past  year. 
The  sextons  not  having  paid  any  attention  to  the  law  heretofore,  I  have  not  been 
able  to  make  a  very  accurate  return  to  some  of  the  inquiries  at  the  head  of  the 
columns.  I  have  reminded  the  several  sextons  of  their  duty,  and  hope  for  a 
better  state  of  things  hereafter,  in  regard  to  accuracy." 

South  Hadlet. — Marriages.  "  There  have  been  probably  two  or  three  mar- 
riages in  town  that  have  not  been  returned." — Deaths.  '*  The  return,  according 
to  my  belief,  is  correct" 

Ware. — Deaths.  "  There  was  no  return  made  to  me  by  thoso  whose  duty  it 
was  to  do  it,  consequently  I  have  none  to  make." 

Westhampton. — Births  and  Deaths.  "There  seems  to  be  difficulty  after  all 
in  obtaining  perfect  records  of  all  that  occur  in  the  towns.  By  the  only  compul- 
sory law  on  the  subject,  within  my  knowledge,  parents,  &c.,  are  allowed  six 
months  to  make  return  of  these  events  to  the  clerk,  and  even  this  law  is,  and  ever 
has  been,  inoperative.  Then  we  have  the  services  of  the  school  committee 
brought  into  requisition,  and  suppose  they  perform  the  duty  prescribed,  they  find 
that  births  have  occurred  during  the  year,  and  the  parents  have  removed  from  the 
town,  in  some  instances;  in  others,  they  have,  'according  to  law,*  from  one  to  six 
months  in  which  to  make  their  own  returns,  without  troubling  the  school  com- 
mittee with  the  business.  Again,  suppose  the  school  committee  decline  the  honor 
of  traversing  the  length  and  breadih  of  a  town  to  obtain  the  record  of  some  ten 
or  fifteen  births,  at  five  cents  each ;  how,  then,  shall  a  perfect  record  be  made  up  ? 

In  tiiis  town,  we  have  no  sexton  or  superintendent  of  burial  grounds,  and  in 
scarcely  a  single  instance,  has  any  due  or  formal  notice  of  cither  birth  or  death 
been  given  to  me.  1  have,  however,  succeeded  in  making  out  perfect  records  as 
to  the  numbers  and  dates,  and  deficient  only  in  a  very  few  points  of  minor  im- 
portance." 

WijLLiAMSBURe. — Morrioges.  "My  return  is  incomplete;  sixteen  couples 
have  been  published  in  this  town,  within  the  time  embraced  in  this  return.  It  is 
much  more  difficult  to  obtain  a  return  from  those  soiemnizing  marriages  than  the 
oUicrs  required ;  and,  in  fact,  I  believe  they  never  make  them  here,  until  solicited 
to  do  so.  I  think  the  use  of  the  blanks  named  in  your  circular  would  be  of  much 
service." 

No  Returits  from  Chesterfield ;  and  of  deaths  from  Pelham  and  Ware.   ' 
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HAMPDEN  COUNTY. 

Blandford. — Marriages.  "  All  which  have  been  returned  to  me  by  officiating 
clergymen ;  probably  not  all  which  have  occurred  in  the  place  during  the  past 
yeBLT.^—Dealha.  "All  which  have  been  returned  to  me;  probably,  nearly  all 
which  have  occurred." 

fiaiMFiELD. — Marriages.  "  I  believe  thia  return  correct  as  to  the  number  and 
other  particulara ;  in  many  cases,  the  parties  refused  to  answer  the  questions ;  in 
others,  the  certificates  were  sent  for  by  other  persons,  who  could  not  answer  for 
them.  I  know  of  no  way  to  get  a  full  return,  so  long  as  the  certificate  can  be  ob- 
tained with  the  questions  unanswered." — Deaths.  "  This  return  I  believe  to  be 
accurate,  as  far  as  we  had  the  means  of  ascertaining ;  the  returns  were  made  by 
the  sexton." 

Chester. — Marriages.  "As  perfect  a  return  as  I  am  able  to  make." — Deaths. 
"  All  that  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  and  probably  perfect" 

SpRiNQFiELu. — "I  can  only  say  the  same  that  I  did  last  year,  viz. :  That  the 
returns  of  births  and  deaths  I  believe  to  be  correct ;  but  that  of  marriages  is  not. 
I  make  record,  and  return  to  you  all,  just  as  they  are  returned  to  me;  should  be 
glad  to  make  full  and  correct  returns,  but  cannot,  for  those  whose  duty  it  is  to 
make  returns  to  me  fail  to  do  it" 

Tolland. — Births.  "The  school  committee  have  neglected  to  make  returns 
to  mc,  and,  in  consequence,  I  am  not  able  to  give  you  correct  returns,  or  at  least 
no  further  Uian  what  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain  myself.  We  will  endeavor, 
the  present  season,  to  give  you  correct  returns." 

Wales. — "  It  seems  to  me  to  be  very  necessary  that  thero  should  be  some  pen- 
alty attached  to  the  non-performance  of  the  duties  required  by  the  law,  or  a 
sufficient  remuneration,  so  as  to  secure  a  full  and  correct  return." 

West  Springfield. — Births.  "  Not  a  single  one  has  been  returned  to  me  by 
the  school  committee." — Marriages.  "  All  that  have  been  returned  to  this  office. 
Two  only  of  the  ten  ministers  have  made  returns." 

No  Returns  from  Russtll;  and  of  deaths  from  Palmer. 

FRANKLIN  COUNTY. 

Asufield. — Birlhs  and  Marriages.  "  The  returns  comprise  all  that  have  come 
to  my  knowledge,  but  I  suppose  they  are  not  all  which  have  occurred.  The 
school  committee  and  clergymen  have  not  attended  very  punctually  to  their  duty 
in  this  respect" — Deaths.  "  I  think  these  are  all  which  have  occurred  in  this 
town  for  the  time  stated." 

Bernardston. — Births.  "The  return,  prepared  by  E.  W.  Carpenter  most 
faUhfuUyy  is  as  correct,  T  believe,  as  it  is  practicable  to  make  such  a  one." — Afar- 
riages.  "  The  return  is,  I  believe,  a  perfect  list  of  the  marriages  in  this  town 
during  the  past  year.  We  are  on  the  boimdaries  of  the  Stale  of  Vermont,  and 
every  year  some  go  there,  where  the  laws  and  practices  are  more  lax,  to  be 
'  united  with  the  silken  cords  of  hymen.'  I  have  knowledge  of  but  one  such 
case  this  year,  though  probably  others  have  occurred.  Our  clergymen  are  all  to 
be  commended  for  their  effi>rts  to  obey  and  carry  out  the  proviaioDB  of  the  regis- 
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try  law,  and  it  is  now  done  with  compaiative  eaie,  since  your  new  form  of  pub- 
lishment certificates  have  been  used;  J  find  them  very  useful,  and  well  adapted  to 
the  objects  for  which  they  were  designed.'' — Deaihs.  "  I  believe  the  return  to  be 
accurate."  '*  But  it  is  an  onerous  duty  on  town  clerks ;  they  ought,  in  justice,  to 
have  eight  to  ten  cents  for  each  birth,  marriage  and  death  returned  by  them,  the 
same  to  be  paid  by  their  respective  towns.  Let  that  be  the  law,  and  your  returns 
will  be  made  nearly  perfect." 

BucKLAifD. — "  A  very  meagre  return ;  from  such  data  as  I  have  been  furnished 
with." 

CHARLEMonT. — Morrioges.  ^^  As  complete  as  it  could  well  be  made  under  the 
existing  circumstances." — Deaths.  "  The  duty  of  collecting  as  well  as  recording 
the  deaths,  &c.,  devolves  upon  the  clerk,  as  there  is  no  regular  or  appointed  sex- 
ton.   The  return  is  as  complete  as  could  conveniently  be  made." 

CoLE&AiivK. — Deaths.  "  The  return  is  as  correct  as  it  could  be  made  from  the 
information  received  by  the  sextons." 

EaviifG. — Marriages,  "  All  that  have  been  returned,  and,  I  think,  all  that  have 
taken  place  for  the  last  year." — Deaths.  *'  None  have  been  reported  to  the  sex- 
tons for  the  past  year ;  upon  inquiry,  I  have  ascertained  the  particulars  of  three, 
which  I  return,  and  believe  to  be  all  which  have  occurred." 

Grbenfielo. — Births  and  Deaths.  "  No  return  of  births  has  been  made  to 
me,  and  I  believe  no  account  has  been  taken.  The  same  of  the  deaths.  The 
number  of  deaths  from  my  memoranda,  which  is  nearly,  if  not  quite  correct,  is 
21,  in  a  population  of  from  1900  to  2000."— Jlfarricr^es.  ''The  actual  number 
of  persons  married,  of  whom  one  party  or  the  other  resided  in  this  town,  according 
to  a  memorandum  kept  by  me,  was  twenty-five,  including  the  above  returns. 
Those  not  returned  (eleven)  were  married  in  some  of  the  neighboring  towns  in 
Vermont,  (in  Vernon,  the  Gretna  Green  of  this  section  of  country,  Brattlebor- 
oug^  Halifax,  or  Guilford)  to  either  of  which  places  a  two-and-a-half  hours'  ride 
from  here  will  carry  them,  and  where  they  can  put  on  the  fetters  without  the 
ceremony  or  delay  of  being  published,  as  our  laws  require.  Scarce  a  week 
passes,  but  wedding  parties  of  six  to  ten  couple,  friends  of  the  bride  and  groom, 
from  this  or  towns  below  in  Hampshire  County,  are  to  be  seen  hurrying  on  to 
some  one  of  the  above  named  towns,  resembling,  or  rather  bringing  to  mind,  little 
flocks  of  birds  flitting  about  just  previous  to  migration." 

Heath. — Marriages  and  Deaths.  "  There  have  been  no  returns  the  past  sea- 
son. I  left  it  to  the  sextons  to  return  the  deaths  to  me ;  consequently  I  have  none 
on  record." 

Letoeit. — Births  and  Deaths.  "  The  returns  are  correct  In  order  to  procure 
them,  I  have  personally  been  throughout  the  town,  as  there  has  not  been  a  single 
return  to  this  office  during  the  year." — Marriages.  "  Correct,  embracing  every 
marriage  solemnized  in  town." 

Montague. — Marriages.  "None  returned  to  me." — Deaths.  "I  am  sorry 
that  the  return  is  not  more  perfect ;  I  had  intended  that  it  should  havo  been,  but 
the  man  who  engaged  to  get  the  facts,  omitted  to  make  a  return  up  to  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  May,  and  it  could  not  then  well  be  corrected ;  but  I  am  still  of  opinion, 
that  we  shall  approximate  nearer  to  the  truth  the  next  time.  I  see  no  reason  why 
all  the  facts,  that  is,  the  material  ones,  may  not,  with  ease,  be  obtained  under  the 
present  law,  as  well  as  under  any  other." 
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Shblbuhnx. — Maniagei,  **  I  have,  the  past  year,  ased  the  hJattk  certificates 
of  publishment  you  sent  me,  and  find  it  makes  a  wonderful  difference  in  the 
punctuality  of  our  clergymen  and  magistrates  in  making  their  returns  for  record. 
I  am  very  much  in  favor  of  these  blank  certificates,  and  think  the  returns  to  your 
oflice  this  year  will  be  much  more  full  than  heretofore,  and  mainly  in  consequence 
of  them.  Clergymen,  and  oUiers,  have  a  great  reluctance  to  make  the  necessary 
inquiries  of  the  parties  at  the  time  of  solemnizing  the  nuptials,  to  fill  out  the  cer- 
tificate properly,  but  if  tliey  can  have  it  done  at  hand,  they  arc  generally  veiy 
punctual  in  making  their  returns  to  the  town  clerks.  This  return,  I  believe,  is 
perfect,  as  the  law  contemplates,  with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  not  giving  the 
occupation  of  some  of  the  brides.'^ 

No  Returns  from  Contoay,  J^orihfidd,  and  jRot^e ;  of  births  and  deaths  from 
Grunfidd ;  of  marriages  and  deaths  from  Htalhy  and  of  marriages  from  Montague, 

BERKSHIRE  COUNTY. 

Alford. — Marriages,  "  I  do  not  recollect  of  but  one  having  occurred  the  pajst 
year,  and  of  that  I  am  not  able  to  give  the  particulars,  as  the  person  that  sol- 
emnized it  has  not  made  me  any  return." — Deatka.  *'  This  return  may  not  be 
complete,  as  the  town  has  neglected  to  make  choice  of  any  person  whose  duty 
it  would  be  to  give  this  information.    I  have  myself  gathered  those  returned." 

Secret. — Deaths.  "  No  attention  is  paid  by  the  sexton,  or  any  other  person, 
to  making  returns  of  those  occurring  in  the  town ;  I  therefore  am  obliged  to  ob- 
tain information  the  best  way  I  can.  The  return  sent,  I  obtained  from  the  Church 
records,  kept  by  the  Rev.  L.  Hyde,  so  far  as  names  and  ages  of  the  deceased,  and 
dates  of  death  appear;  the  other  items  are  derived  from  other  sources,  and  are  far 
from  rendering  it  complete." 

Cheshire. — BirUts  and  Deaths.    **  No  return  made."  / 

Dalton. — "  I  have  called  on  the  pastor  and  physician  for  a  list  of  deaths  in 
this  town,  from  May  1st,  1845,  to  May  1st,  1846,  and  they  have  not,  as  yet,  re- 
turned any.  There  having  been  none  returned  from  the  town  clerk  of  that  year, 
or  from  any  other  source,  I  have  concluded  to  forward  the  returns  of  marriages 
and  births  as  they  have  been  received." 

Lee. — Marriages.  "  It  is  very  difiicult,  as  yet,  to  come  at  the  ages  of  the  par- 
ties, for  the  ministers  either  do  not  understand  their  duty,  or  they  are  too  diffident 
to  '  pop  the  question^;  if,  however, .the  secretary  will  send  me  a  quantity  of  blank 
forms  of  town  clerks'  certificates  and  clergymen's  returns,  I  will  try  to  remedy 
that  business  of  ages  when  they  enter  their  intentions." — Deaths.  '*  In  procuring 
the  matter  to  make  a  record  of  the  deaths  in  a  country  town,  with  the  statistics 
required  by  law  and  courtesy,  I  find  that  I,  as  town  clerk,  have  it  all  to  do ;  at 
least  the  greatest  burden  cornea  on  me.  I  am  of  opinion,  with  many  others,  in 
this  respect,  that  if  the  several  town  clerks  were  appointed  to  gather  all  the  fkcts 
necessary  to  carry  the  law  into  execution,  and  to  be  paid  a  fair  compensation  for 
the  same,  it  would  be  done  with  the  least  trouble  and  the  most  accuracy." 

New  Ashford. — Deatfa.    '*  All  that  have  occurred  the  past  registration  year.'' 

New  Marlborough. — Marriages,    *'  Probably  not  alk'* 
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WiLLEAMSTOwN.— i96ifct.  ^  Not  ft  fiill  Ikt  The  school  comimttee  did  little 
or  nothing  till  the  last  moment,  and,  when  prompted  by  me,  the  enumeration  was 
then  made  so  hastily,  that  omissions  were  yeiy  certainly  made.  I  am  informed  that 
one  district  has  not  been  visited  at  alL  Probably  there  may  be  from  five  to  twelve 
omitted  there.  I  regret  to  say,  that,  for  purposes  of  statistical  accuracy,  our  re- 
turns are  not  such  as  the  Legislature  doubtiess  intended.'*— Jlforrui^es.  '<  You 
are  aware  of  the  custom,  so  prevalent  on  the  borders,  of  marrying  in  other  States, 
and  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  more  than  allude  to  it ;  I  am  not  certain  whether  all 
have  been  returned." — Deaihs.  "  No  returns  whatever  have  been  made  to  me  by 
the  sextons  during  the  past  year.  Those  returned  were  procured  by  examining 
the  books  of  an  undertaker,  who  has  made  most  of  the  coffins  in  this  part  of  the 
town ;  of  course,  he  only  knows  to  whom  the  coffins  were  charged,  and  the  other 
facts  were  such  as  his  recollection  (which,  by  the  way,  is  nearly  infallible,)  could 
testify  as  within  his  knowledge.  It  will  be  observed,  that  the  number  of  deaths 
stated  at  the  head  of  this  return  is  greater  than  are  recorded ;  this  arose  from  the 
fact  of  coffins  having  been  ordered  for  persons  of  whom  he  knew  nothing,  except 
that  they  were  residents  of  the  town." 

Windsor. — Marriages.  "  Quite  a  number  have  been  married  in  neighboring 
towns,  and  out  of  the  State,  probably  as  many  as  I  return."— Deaf  A«.  ^  Made  out 
from  information  derived  from  our  minister,  the  sextons  having  made  no  returns." 

No  Returns  from  Qrtat  Bomtigfon,  Otis,  Sandtsfidd,  and  J^ngkam ;  of  mar- 
riages from  Haneoeky  Lanesboroughj  and  JVeir  ^ahfordy  and  of  deaths  from  DaUon. 

NORFOLK  COUNTY. 

Brllinoham. — ^*'The  returns  are  not  so  complete  as  I  should  have  liked  to  fur- 
nish.— Births.  The  school  committee  have  made  no  returns.  I  send  you  all 
that  have  been  registered  the  past  year,  the  same  as  they  stand  on  the  registiy. — 
Marriagts.  The  return,  I  believe,  is  perfect,  and  I  believe  it  contains  all  that  have 
occurred  in  town  the  past  year. — Deaths.  I  send  them  as  they  stand  on  the  reg- 
istry, although  the  number  is  squlII,  probably  not  one  half  that  have  happened ;  the 
sextons  have  made  no  returns  the  past  year ;  I  have  supplied  them  with  blanks, 
and  think  in  future  they  will  be  returned." 

Braintree. — Deaths.  "  I  have  made  no  returns  of  deaths.  I  have  received 
returns  but  firom  one  sexton, — two  deaths  in  his  part  of  the  town.  I  have  taken 
|>ains  to  get  returns  from  the  others,  but  have  been  unable.  I  furnished  them  all 
with  blanks  early  in  the  spring*,  hoping  that  I  should  have  a  correct  return." 

Brooklins. — Births.  '*  The  return  is  supposed  to  be  pretty  accurate.  I  have 
given  the  subject  my  personal  atteDtion,  and  have  been  to  every  house  in  the 
town,  and,  in  most  cases,  have  got  the  necessary  information.  The  school  com- 
mittee are  not  willing  to  recognize  this  as  among  their  duties,  and  unless  it  is 
done  by  some  one  feeling  more  interest  in  fhe  matter  than  they  do,  it  will  remain 
undone.  I  hope  the  next  Legislature  will  so  amend  the  laws,  in  relation  to  re- 
turns, that  the  object  may  be  more  effectually  accomplished ;  that  it  shaU  be  the  duty 
of  some  officer  or  officers  to  make  full  and  correct  returns  under  a  heavy  penalty." 

Meowat. — Deaths.    **  The  return  contains  but  a  portion  of  those  which  have 
occurred,  but  are  all  that  have  been  reported." 
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NxxDHAK.— Jlfarru^pea*  ^  From  twelYe  to  fifteen  pnblkhed  yeariy ;  of  coime, 
a  pait  are  manied  eLBewhere." 

RoxBUBT.--^  I  have  made  ae  perfect  retume  as  I  could ;  the  next  year  I  hope 
they  may  be  more  correct"  [Retormi  not  received  in  time  to  be  included  in  the 
tables.] 

No  RxTu&ifs  of  deaths  firom  Brainine  and  EooAury* 

BRISTOL  COUNTY. 

Attlzboeouoh. — "  The  returns  are  very  imperfect,  but  as  perfect  as 
the  materials  that  I  have  to  make  them  with  will  admit  The  returns  of  the 
births  are  more  correct  than  the  deaths ;  the  physicians  of  the  adjoining  towns 
and  from  Rhode  Island  practice  here,  which  makes  it  difficult  to  get  the  returns. 
You  will  see  by  the  date  of  the  registration  that  the  returns  were  not  made  to  me 
until  the  26th  instant,  which  gave  me  no  time  to  make  personal  inquiries  of 
parents,  which  I  would  have  done  had  they  been  made  to  me  in  due  time. 
The  retucns  of  marriages  are  also  imperfect ;  thirty-one  couples  have  been  pub- 
lished in  this  town,  from  May  1, 1845,  to  May  1, 1846.  I  have  found  some  diffi- 
culty in  using  your  certificates,  as  many  send  their  intentions  of  marriage  to  the 
town  clerk  by  mail,  or  some  other  way,  and  some  do  not  like  to  answer  so  many 
questions.  The  return  of  deaths  that  have  been  returned  by  the  sextons  is  gen- 
erally correct,  but  there  are  some  cemeteries  to  which  there  are  no  sextons,  and 
many  of  the  deaths  I  have  obtained  from  the  physicians,  but  in  many  cases  there 
is  a  deficiency  of  age,  birth,  or  parentage.  I  think  if  the  whole  duty  of  collecting 
births  and  deaths  were  laid  on  the  physicians,  and  they  were  liberally  paid,  we 
should  have  a  much  more  regular  registration.  I  think  the  fees  allowed  for  pub- 
lishing and  recording  the  facts  relating  to  marriages  are  altogether  too  low.  I 
think  if  the  town  clerks  were  to  consult  their  pecuniary  interest  and  not  the  good 
of  posterity,  you  would  generally  find  a  ten  dollar  bill  to  contain  the  most  of  the 
return.  Those  who  have  this  work  to  do,  should  be  entitled  to  as  good  pay  as  the 
legislators,  for  I  think  their  labor  must  be  much  more  perplexing." 

Berkley. — Deaths.  "  There  being  no  regulox  sextons  in  most  of  the  small 
towns,  and  therefore  no  individuals  who  are  required  by  law  to  make  leturns  to 
the  town  clerk,  the  returns  must  be  very  imperfect,  unless  the  clerks  are  at  much 
trouble  in  obtaining  the  information ;  whereas,  if  the  school  committee  were  re- 
quired to  return  deaths,  as  well  as  births,  it  would  make  the  returns  more  perfect, 
and  their  duty  but  little  increased,  as  they  could,  while  visiting  every  part  of  the 
town  to  get  the  births,  at  the  same  time  collect  the  number  of  deaths." 

New  Bedford. — "  The  returns  are,  as  usual,  undoubtedly  imperfect  It  has, 
however,  been  my  constant  aim  to  reach  the  nearest  possible  approximation  to 
the  truth,  and  more  than  this,  I  presume,  will  not  be  expected." — Bvihs.  "  The 
number  of  births,  as  given  in  the  returns,  is  477,  which,  it  is  believed,  is  very 
near  the  actual  number.  These  have  been  obtained  by  an  individual  specially 
employed  for  the  purpose,  who  traversed  the  entire  extent  of  the  town." — Mar- 
riages. "The  number  of  marriages  is  151.  This  sliows  an  increase  upon  the 
last  year  of  about  33  per  cent ;  still  it  is  presumed  that  the  actual  number  has 
not  been  reached.  Much  more  attention,  however,  has  been  given  to  this  law  by 
clergymen  and  others,  daring  the  past  year,  than  formerly.    The  whole  number 
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who  have  entered  at  this  office  their  intantione  of  marrkge  is  218  couples. 
Now  aflsnmhig,  as  heretofore,  that  one  tenth  part  of  these  are  never  married, 
(which,  from  carefol  observatioa,  I  believe  to  be  the  fact,)  and  the  actaal  number 
of  marriages  which  has  occurred  during  the  year  is  19&,^—IkM9.  "  The  num- 
ber of  deaths  returned  is  349,  showing  an  increase  from  last  year  of  46  per  cent ; 
•till  the  number  should  have  been  much  greater.  Much  complaint  is  made  by  the 
•eztons  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  compensation  allowed,  compared  with  the  labor 
required,  some  of  whom  have  given  me  to  understand  that,  for  the  future,  they 
should  pay  no  further  regard  to  the  law.  Their  compensation  is  certainly  too 
small,  and  should,  I  think,  be  at  least  doubled." 

Norton.— i>60rt^.  **  There  have  been  no  returns  made  to  rae  the  past  year ; 
the  four  cases  which  I  have  returned  I  have  procured  from  my  own  knowledge,  or 
by  inquiry." 

Ratkham. — Births,  **  All  that  have  come  to  my  knowledge ;  the  school  com* 
mittee  not  making  any  return  to  me." — Deaths.  <'  All  that  I  have  been  able  to 
ascertain ;  there  are  many  family  burial-grounds  in  town,  which  are  not  under  the 
care  of  any  sexton,  and  several  physicians  practice  here  from  other  towns  that  do 
not  give  the  required  information.  I  should  think  the  number  returned  not  cor- 
rect" 

SwANZKT. — Mcarriages,  *^  There  were  undoubtedly  more  in  town  than  I  re- 
turn, but  this  is  all  the  return  made  to  me ;  one  minister,  who,  f  suppose,  married 
some,  has  recently  moved  out  of  town  without  making  any  tetums."— -jDnrfAf. 
^  I  presume  there  were  more  in  town  the  past  year  than  have  been  recorded,  but 
as  we  have  no  sexton,  nor  has  any  one  made  any  returns,  I  have  had  to  collect 
them  from  such  private  sources  as  I  could  avail  myself  of.  The  return  is  very 
imperfect  The  old  record  of  births  has  been  of  use  in  ascertaining  the  age  of 
many." 

No  Returns  from  Seekank ;  of  births  from  Ftsirhaven ;  of  deaths  from  Dart- 
mouth, 

PLYMOUTH  COUNTY. 

Bridoewater. — Deaths,  "  The  return  is  very  imperfect,  because  there  is  but 
one  sexton  in  town  who  has  done  any  part  of  his  duty." 

Duxburt. — Births  and  Deaths,  "  No  returns  have  been  made  to  roe  the  past 
or  present  year." 

East  Bridoewater. — Deaths.  "  The  return,  though  not  complete,  is  as 
nearly  so  as  I  could  make  it" 

Halifax. — Deaths.  '^The  return,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  is  not  complete,  owing  to 
people's  negligence  in  making  returns ;  th^  whole  number  is  complete ;  I  keep 
the  account  myself,  but  the  ages  of  the  whole  I  have  not  been  able  to  procure." 

Marshfield. — Births.  '^  All  which  have  taken  place,  as  I  have  been  through 
the  town  and  made  inquiry  under  the  direction  of  the  school  committee.? — Mar' 
riages.    "  I  believe  the  return  full  and  perfect." 

Pembroke. — Marriages.  **  You  will  see  that  the  return  of  marriages  is  small, 
compared  with  last  year." — Deaths.  **  The  return  that  I  send  for  the  year  past,  I 
have  gathered  myself  from  inquiry,  not  having  had  a  single  death  returned  to 
me." 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


28  FIFTH  REGISTRATION  REPORT. 

Pltmoitth. — ^<'The  retarnB  are  more  complete  than  I  have,  in  any  preceding 
year,  been  able  to  make  them,  having  used  the  blank  forma,  as  requested,  a  year 
ago." 

Plthftoit. — Maniaget.  '*  During  the  year  paat,  I  have  given,  in  the  publish- 
ments  of  intentions  of  marriage,  the  particulars  required  in  the  return,  and  the 
persons  who  solemnized  the  marriages  certified  the  marriages  on  the  certificates, 
and  returned  them  to  me ;  also,  in  the  record  of  these  publishments  in  the  town 
records,  I  stated  those  particulars.  I  made  inquiries  of  the  persons  who  applied 
for  publishments,  relating  to  those  particulars,  and  if  the  inquiries  were  not  fully 
answered,  I  had  resort  to  other  sources  of  information.  I  find  that  persons  begin 
to  expect  that  such  inquiries  will  be  made,  and,  probably,  in  time  to  come,  will  be 
better  prepared  to  answer  them.  It  appears,  from  the  statistical  tables  which  I 
have  kept  in  the  town  records,  that,  during  34  years,  between  Januaiy  1, 
1812,  and  December  31, 1845,  the  whole  number  of  publishments  of  intentions 
of  marriage  in  Plympton,  was  317,  and  that  168  of  the  couples  published  resided 
in  Plympton  after  their  marriage.  Also  that,  of  the  634  persons  published,  ^iAB 
single  males  married  single  females,  20  widowers  married  widows,  39  widowers 
married  single  females,  and  9  single  males  married  widows.  In  said  34  years, 
there  were  but  4  couples  published  who  were  not  married,  but  they  are  not 
reckoned  in  the  above  numbers."— i>60rt^.  **  There  is  no  regular  or  stated  sex- 
ton; a  person  is  yearly  chosen  by  the  town,  to  toll  the  meeting-house  bell  for 
deaths  and  funerals,  but  for  nothing  more.  The  relatives  of  persons  select  some 
person  to  officiate  as  sexton  at  funerals." 

RxTVKNS  of  91  births,  31  marriages,  and  40  deaths  were  received  from 
Mingion^  too  late  to  be  included  in  any  of  the  tables. 

No  RxTORNS  from  Mddleborough ;  of  births  and  deaths  from  DwAury;  of 
marriages  from  EothuUry  of  deaths  from  Carver. 

BARNSTABLE  COUNTY. 

Barnstable. — ^*  That  the  returns  are  quite  incomplete,  I  am  well  aware ;  bat 
they  are  as  full  as  I  can  make  them  under  the  circumstances." 

Eastham. — Births.  "As  the  school  committee  have  made  no  return,  it  is 
probable  that  there  are  a  number  that  have  not  come  to  my  knowledge." 

Provincetown. — Marriages.  "  The  clergymen  forget  or  neglect  to  make  the 
proper  inquiries." 

Wellflxet. — Deaths.  "  There  is  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  a  correct  list, 
from  negligence  in  sextons,  in  ascertaining  the  knowledge  required  by.  law." 

Yarmouth. — Deaths.  "  The  account  was  obtained  by  the  school  committee 
at  the  same  time  as  the  births,  as  there  appears  to  be  no  particular  one  who  has 
charge  of  the  burial  grounds," 

No  Returns  from  Dennis  and  TVvro. 

COUNTY  OF  DUKES  COUNTY. 

Edoartown. — Marriages  and  Deaths.  **  The  returns  of  marriages  and  deaths 
are  not  so  full  as  I  could  have  wished ;  ministers  are  negligent  in  ascertaining  the 
ages  of  the  parties  united  by  them  in  marriage,  and  have  laid  the  burden  on 
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ma  It  IB  fipeqaently  the  case,  that  the  gentleman  about  to  be  married^  sendi  me 
a  note  tbrongfa  a  child,  lequeeting  to  be  published ;  and,  at  the  expiration  of  four^ 
teen  days,  or  more,  (as  the  case  n»y  be,)  takes  the  same  method  of  getting  his 
certificate ;  by  which  means  I  have  been  unable  to  get  the  ages  of  several  couples. 
In  regard  to  the  deaths,  I  will  only  say,  that  the  sexton  has  not,  during  the  past 
year,  made  return  to  me  of  a  single  death ;  having  left  the  collection  of  every 
item  to  myself.  You  will,  therefore,  receive  the  returns  as  they  are,  with  all  their 
imperfections,  together  with  my  wishes  that  they  could  have  been  more  complete." 
TisBU&T. — ^^  The  clerk's  office  is  held  alternately  in  the  east  and  west  parishes 
of  this  town ;  consequently  the  book  and  records  are  not  so  correctly  kept,  as  if 
the  office  was  filled  by  one  man." 

NANTUCKET  COUNTY. 

IfAimjcMMT.^-'Dealhs.  '*  The  return  is  not  so  complete  as  I  could  have  de^ 
sired ;  our  sextons  do  not  make  their  certificates  full ;  and,  in  very  many  cases, 
my  information  is  derived  from  my  own  inquiry  of  the  friends  of  the  deceased ; 
and  it  often  happens  that  foreignen  die  among  us,  of  whom  little  information  can 
be  obtained,  beyond  the  name." 
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Table  I.    1.  Abstract  of  the  Retubks  of  Births, 
m  the  amoral  Counties,  for  each  month  of  the  year  ending  April  30, 1846. 


Sex. 

COUNTIES. 

Month. 

i 

l 
S 

1 

1 

§ 

S 

1 

c§ 

£ 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Total. 

May,    .     . 

Male, .     . 

101 

99 

110 

22 

29 

19 

39 

60 

54 

31 

29 

11 

6 

610 

Female,    . 

84 

110 

85 

18 

26 

17 

24 

38 

46 

26 

21 

12 

4 

511 

Not  stated, 

6 

1 

• 

3 

, 

1 

, 

• 

2 

3 

1 

17 

lane,    .     . 

Male, .     . 

100 

98 

92 

25 

26 

15 

24 

49 

64 

25 

32 

'6 

3 

559 

Female,    . 

80 

104 

86 

29 

30 

17 

23 

39 

62 

31 

21 

7 

4 

533 

Not  stated, 

4 

4 

3 

3 

, 

, 

, 

1 

, 

. 

1 

• 

16 

July,    .     . 

Male,.     . 

102 

114 

108 

29 

35 

20 

29 

54 

68 

34 

26 

*8 

6 

633 

Female,    . 

94 

121 

81 

22 

28 

23 

35 

40 

75 

32 

28 

13 

4 

596 

Not  stated, 

• 

1 

3 

, 

, 

2 

• 

1 

a 

6 

, 

1 

, 

14 

August,     • 

Male, .     . 

95 

118 

98 

30 

32 

28 

38 

56 

80 

30 

43 

8 

2 

667 

Female,    . 

92 

111 

99 

27 

32 

19 

42 

67 

67 

34 

38 

10 

3 

641 

Not  stated. 

• 

1 

4 

• 

• 

. 

• 

7 

1 

1 

14 

September, 

Male,.     . 

123 

130 

110 

22 

37 

28 

32 

52 

75 

35 

34 

i4 

8 

695 

Female,    . 

123 

123 

91 

25 

31 

22 

26 

54 

78 

35 

32 

5 

• 

645 

Not  stated, 

1 

, 

5 

1 

• 

, 

, 

1 

^ 

7 

1 

, 

, 

16 

October,    . 

Male, .     . 

124 

135 

103 

33 

38 

21 

34 

66 

73 

38  31 

6 

1 

703 

Female,    . 

113 

133 

94 

31 

32 

18 

32 

34 

69 

35  29 

8 

2 

630 

Not  stated, 

, 

1 

4 

1 

. 

1 

• 

5    . 

. 

12 

November, 

Male,.     . 

111 

118 

107 

21 

45 

26 

24 

56 

69 

49 

31 

ii 

2 

670 

Female,    . 

89 

127 

86 

21 

28 

21 

30 

40 

72 

37 

21 

15 

, 

687 

Not  stated, 

3 

, 

21  . 

. 

, 

, 

. 

2 

, 

, 

1 

8 

December, 

Male,  .     . 

107 

133 

91   36 

34 

24 

24 

64 

68 

37 

22 

'9 

3 

652 

Female,    . 

95 

110 

lOo'  27 

40 

17 

30 

49 

90 

39 

26 

13 

1 

637 

Not  stated. 

1 

3 

2   . 

• 

2 

1 

, 

6\  . 

• 

1 

16 

January,    . 

Male,  •     . 

107 

136 

112  31 

34 

13 

38 

59 

89 

261  28 

3   4 

600 

Female,    . 

104 

157 

97|  27 

45 

24 

40 

54 

75 

41 

21 

2  2 

689 

Not  stated, 

4 

^ 

8!  . 

, 

, 

1 

1 

, 

10 

1 

, 

, 

25 

February,  . 

Male, .     . 

106 

126 

1141  20 

30 

27 

23 

56 

75 

51 

17 

10 

2 

657 

Female,    . 

104 

111 

91  26 

32 

21 

46 

40 

84 

37 

15 

8 

3 

618 

Not  stated, 

2 

3 

1     1 

, 

, 

^ 

J 

1 

11 

2 

, 

. 

22 

Mareh, 

Male, .     . 

114 

143 

126  37 

39 

25 

43 

63 

102 

42:  27 

10 

2 

773 

Female,    . 

97 

161 

92;  34 

45 

18 

52 

59 

72  ,43:  24 

11 

3 

711 

Not  stated, 

10 

3 

4 

• 

• 

, 

, 

1 

1      7|     2 

, 

28 

April,  .     . 

Male, .     . 

107 

133 

131 

29 

40 

29 

35 

45 

84  49  26 

11;  5 

724 

Female,    . 

108 

131 

111 

25 

34 

24 

42 

56 

92  39,  14 

10  7 

693 

Not  stated. 

8 

2 

s;  1 

■ 

1 

• 

4 

1     8,    1 

34 

Total,  .     . 

Male,  •     . 

1297 

1483 

1302335 

4191275  383 

6?-0 

910  457346 

107  39  8033 

Female,    . 

1183 

1499 

1113312  403:241 

422 

570 

882,42921)0 

114  33,  7491 

Not  stated, 

39 

19 

44,  10 

, 

7 

1 

11 

5|  72   10 

1    3 

222 

Month  not 

Male,  .      . 

3 

2 

7    . 

37 

, 

, 

3 

8 

3     1 

, 

, 

64 

stated,      . 

Female,    . 

4 

4 

4     1 

38 

1 

, 

3 

5 

1    . 

, 

, 

61 

Not  sUted, 

1 

4 

4   18 

4 

• 

• 

• 

2 

V 

• 

4 

41 

Grand  total, 

•         • 

2527 

3011 

2474^676 

901 

524 

806 

1267 

18121966647 

222 

79.15912 
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Table  I.    2.  Births  ;   Plurality  Cases. 


Sex. 

COUNTIES. 

Month. 

J 

1 

i 

1 

\i 

\  1  i 

III 

J    ToiaL 

1 

May,    .     . 
June,    •     . 
July,    .     . 
August,     . 
September, 
October,    . 

Male,  .     . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male,  .     . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male,  .     . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male,  .     . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male,  .     . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male,  .     • 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male,  .     . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male,  .     . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male,  .     . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male,  .     . 
Female,    . 
Not  suted, 
Male,  .     . 
Female,    . 
Not  Btoted, 
Male,  .     • 
Female,    . 
Not  stoted. 

2 
2 

• 

• 
4 

• 

3 
1 

'l 
3 

• 

• 

2 
2 

• 
1 
1 

'3 
3 

2 

• 

3 

'i 

1 
2 

4 
2 

*3 
3 

•4 

• 

• 

2 
1 

8 

• 

• 

2 
2 

• 

2 
2 

• 
4 
4 

4 
5 
1 
2 
2 
• 

2 

1 

1 

• 

• 
1 
1 

'2 
2 

• 

• 

'4 

• 

2 
2 

• 
1 
1 

1 
1 

'2 

'1 

1 

"2 

'1 

1 

'2 

1 
1 

• 

• 

'4 

• 
1 
1 

• 

2 
2 

• 
1 
3 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 
1 
1 

• 

2 
4 

1 
3 

.      1 

.       3 

•  • 

•  • 

!    '2 

•    • 

!    '1 
1 

'.     1 
►3   1 

*i  ! 
2  .    , 

4     2 

•  • 
■      • 

2 . 

4 . 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

'3   *4 
3     2 

'.      '1 
3 

• 
1           • 

.      1  2 
.      1    . 

•  ■    ■ 

•  •    ■ 

•  •    • 

'.     2   ! 

•  •    • 

.  3 . 
.  1  . 

'2  !  ! 
,   2  . 

.     ao 
.     10 

• 

6 
13 

•        • 

11 
7 

I       16 
12 

13 

IS 

9 

8 

11 

November, 
December, 
Jannaiy,    . 
February,  . 
March, 
April,  •     . 

1  . 

1 
1 

■    • 

!    '2 

2  .    . 

•  •    « 

•  ■ 

•  •    • 

'5  !    ! 
1  . 

1  !    ! 

3  . 

1          • 

1 

1 
•          < 

• 

2  .' 

'2 
2    2 

1  2  ! 
1  2  . 

:    i  ! 

.    1  . 

•22 : 
i:: 

!    3  i 
.    1  1 

•  ■  ■ 

•  •  • 

1    •  ■ 

1 
5 
5 

.'     io 

6 

"8 
18 

2 
13 

7 

i       S3 

1       21 

1 

9 

.       13 

2 

ToUl,  .     . 

Month  not 
stated,      . 

Male,  .     . 
Female,    • 
Not  stated, 
Male,  .     . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated. 

20 

20 

2 

1 
3 

• 

32 

25 

1 

• 
• 

15 

7 

• 

7 

5 

• 

9 
19 

• 

7     6   ] 

LI     8   ] 

1    .      . 

•      •      • 

11   14 

11   14 

• 
• 

• 

312  3 
310   1 

4!  .    . 

.  j  .    . 

J  •    ' 

1     140 

1     135 

8 

1 

3 

Grand  total, 

•     *   • 

46 

58 

22 

12 

28   1 

19  14  S 

^\^\] 

10,22  4 

2     S87 

*  A  triplet  ease  in  New  Salem. 
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Table  II.    1.  Abstract  op  the  RETrRNS  of  Marriages, 

m  the  seoaral  Comities,  for  each  month  of  the  year,  ending 
AprU  30,  1846. 


COUKTIKS. 

1 

1 

i 

1 

i 

1 

s 

& 

] 

1 

£ 

1 

1 

Month 

not 
stated. 

ToTJlL. 

Essex,      . 

91 

78 

57 

41 

69 

98 

118 

109 

57 

55 

51 

69 

15 

906 

Middlesex, 

84 

88 

58 

61 

88 

123 

166 

95 

81 

68 

56 

124 

7 

1119 

Worcester, 

93 

70 

39 

44 

75 

93 

114 

79 

63 

33 

57 

110 

1 

871 

Hampshire,       • 

22 

11 

7 

18 

28 

21 

26 

15 

14 

12 

18 

20 

2 

809 

Hampden, 

27 

19 

13 

10 

15 

25 

39 

25 

29 

13 

10 

26 

1 

SS3 

Franklin,. 

34 

13 

8 

8 

6 

13 

23 

9 

14 

9 

7 

15 

7 

151 

Berkshire, 

9 

7 

4 

6 

16 

14 

16 

12 

4 

9 

9 

8 

• 

114 

Norfolk,   . 

40 

35 

18 

24 

37 

50 

60 

41 

37 

17 

21 

49 

1 

430 

Bristol,     . 

34 

48 

40 

37 

53 

55 

60 

44 

32 

24 

36 

33 

3 

490 

Plymouth, 

14 

14 

9 

19 

16 

36 

58 

19 

25 

18 

14 

11 

1 

354 

Barnstable, 

11 

7 

14 

10 

14 

22 

48 

27 

94 

8 

22 

11 

3 

920 

Dukes,     • 

1 

9 

4 

3 

1 

5 

• 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

• 

35 

Nantucket, 

7 

11 

6 

8 

7 

4 

13 

7 

5 

5 

5 

6 

• 

84 

Total,  . 

457 

403 

277 

299'425J559'741 

483 

387 

274 

307 

484 

40 

5136 
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Table  XL     2.  Conditions  and  Ages  of  Parties  to 

Marriages, 

for  the  year  ending  30/A  Aprils  1846. 


(1.) 

BETWEEN  BACHELORS  AND  MAIDS. 

Agx  of  thk  Womxn. 

Aok  of  the  BtSH 

1 

fl 

Total. 

^ 

ta 

^ 

^ 

t 

9 

9 

S 

1    8 

^ 

'^ 

e 

^ 

t 

•c 

•^s 

1 

5 

5 

s 

2 

S 

i 

\    s 

2 

2 

3 

2 

s 

9 

s 

IS 

9, 

» 

9 

% 

1    8 

8 

S 

s 

^ 

p 

S 

Underdo,.      . 

34 

31 

1 

• 

• 

2 

68 

20  to  25,   .      . 

m\ 

834 

88 

8 

1 

1 

29 

1536 

25to30,   .      . 

216 

6571246 

21 

7 

4 

i 

2S 

1  1174 

80to35,   .      . 

2£ 

112 

77 

26 

3   • 

L    i 

*• 

C 

\    254 

35to40,   .      . 

4 

27 

19 

16 

^.  1 

] 

L      75 

40  to  45,   .      . 

6 

3 

7 

4  1 

22 

45  to  50,   .      . 

1 

3 

4 

1    . 

11 

50  to  55,   .      . 

2 

. 

2 

2  1 

8 

55  to  60,   .      . 

. 

• 

60to65,   .      . 

, 

65  to  70,   .      . 

. 

70  to  75,   .      . 

. 

75  to  80,   .      . 

. 

60  and  npwards. 

. 

Age  of  men  not 

• 

stated,   • 

7 

26 

13 

2 

a 

. 

.    1 

. 

• 

• 

• 

634 

i    683 

Total,  . 

863 

1696450 

86 

24 

8 

\     3 

1 

1 

1 

. 

694 

;  3831 

(2.)    BETWEEN  BACHELORS  AND  WIDOWS. 


Under  20, . 
20to25,  . 
25  to  30,  . 
30to35,  . 
35.to40,  . 
40  to  45,  . 
45  to  50,  . 
50  to  55,  . 
55  to  60,  . 
60to65,  • 
65  to  70,  .. 
70  to  75,  . 
75  to  80,  . 
80  and  upwards, 
Age  of  men  not 
stated,  •      • 

Total,    . 


14 


39 


27 


2 
5 
2 

4 
2 


18 


' 


24 


25 


1 

17 
40 
22 
17 
7 
6 


26 


137 
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Conditions  and  A«8,  &c. — Confyvued. 
(&)    BETWEEN  WIDOWERS  AND  MAID& 


AOK  OF  THB  WOMKH. 

AeB  OF  TBS  MlH. 

1 

IS 

2 

8 

2 
9 

8 
2 
9 

2 
8 

8 
s 
8 

8' 

s 
S 

s 
8 

s 

1 

s 

Total. 

Under  20, . 
S0to25,   .      . 
S5to30,  .      . 
30to35^   .      . 
d5to40,   .      . 
40  to  45,   .      . 
45  to  50,   .      • 
Mto55,   .      . 
55  to  60,   .      . 
60to65^   •      . 
65to70,   .      . 
70  to  75,   .      . 
75  to  80,   •      . 
80  and  upwards. 
Age  of  men  not 
stated,     .      . 

• 

4 

13 

7 

2 

'5 

41 

40 

21 

12 

3 

4 

1 

2 

1 
15 
25 
27 
12 

9 

2 

6 

10 

13 

15 

9 

4 

• 
1 
3 
12 

15 
3 
3 
5 
1 
1 

• 

• 
1 

• 
• 

I 

1 
6 
4 
7 
3 
1 
• 

• 
• 

1 

*1 
3 
7 

1 
3 

1 

• 
« 

'2 
4 
5 
3 

1 
2 

• 

■3 

'a 

1 
*1 

• 
• 
1 

i 
2 

i 

• 
• 
• 

86 

io 
77 

86 

77 

63 

34 

29 

18 

9 

5 

8 

« 

• 

93 

Total,    .      • 

26 

129 

91 

57 

45 

24 

16 

17 

5 

s 

91 

503 

(4.) 

BETWEEN  WIDOWERS  AND  WIDOWa 

Under  20, .      . 
20to25,  .      . 
25  to  30,   .      . 
30  to  35,  .      . 
35  to  40,   .      . 
40to45,   .      • 
45  to  50,  .      • 
50to55,   .      . 
55  to  60,   .      . 
60to65,   .      . 
e5to70,   •      . 
70  to  75,   .      . 
75  to  80,  .      . 
80  and  upwards. 
Age  of  men  not 
stated,     .      . 

1 
3 
1 

• 

• 
4 
7 
7 
2 
1 

• 

1 

'4 
6 

4 
7 
4 

1 

• 

• 
1 
1 

3 

12 

7 

4 
3 

• 
• 
• 
1 

I 

10 
5 
5 
2 

• 
• 

• 

1 
2 

7 
6 

1 
6 

1 

'1 

• 

1 

• 
3 
3 
4 
4 
2 

2 
3 
5 
2 

• 
• 

'4 

• 

2 
2 
1 

I 
1 
2 

• 

i 

• 
37 

• 

1 

6 

16 

18 

22 

32 

24 

15 

22 

11 

5 

4 

2 

87 

Total,    .      . 

5 

21 

27 

31 

24 

25 

17 

12 

4 

5 

4 

1 

1 

38 

215 
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OoMDiTioNs  AND  AoM,  &c. — CkmHiHued. 


(5.) 

CONDITION  OP  PARTIES  NOT  STATED. 

Aoa  OF  TBS  Women. 

IbtaL 

Total 
OF  Mar- 

8 

S 

2 
18 

Si 

s 
9i 

S 

4 

2 

9 

S 

s 

2 

3 

2 

8 

s 
S 

s 

8 

5 

1 

s 

"si 

RIAOXS. 

Aes  or  TEK  Men. 

1 

1 

Under  20,  .      . 
20to25,  «      . 
25to30,   .      . 
30to35,   .      . 
35  to  40,   .      . 
40  to  45,   .      . 
46  to  50,   .      . 
50  to  55,   .      . 
55  to  60,   .      . 
60  to  65,   .      . 
65  to  70,   .      . 
70  to  75,   .      . 
75  to  80,   .      . 
80  and  upwards. 
Age  of  men  not 
stated,     .      . 

5 

• 

16 
9 
3 

6 
2 
5 

• 

1 

• 

• 
• 

• 

1 

i 

1 

i 

1 

• 

i 

[ 

• 

• 

2 
2 

1 

372 

34 

24 
7 
5 

1 
2 
2 

• 
3 

• 

• 
• 

372 

69  911 

15981872 

1321   615 

385  200 

192  120 

115     64 

85     51 

63     38 

34     21 

34      7 

16      6 

8       4 

4       1 

2       1 

12101225 

Total,    .      . 

2]|28 

14 

3 

2 

J 

1 

1 

2 

377 

450 

5136 

5136 

NOTE. 

These  tables,  in  relation  to  marriage,  are  read  as  follows :— first  Table.  574 
men,  between  the  ages  of  20  and  25,  were  married  to  women  under  20 ;  8  women, 
between  30  and  35,  were  married  to  men  between  20  and  25 ;  or  4  men,  between 
35  and  40,  were  married  to  women  under  20. — Second  Table.  11  men,  between 
25  and  30,  were  married  to  widows  between  30  and  35 ;  or  1  man,  between  45 
and  50,  married  a  widow  between  55  and  60. — Hdrd  Tabk.  12  widowers,  be- 
tween 40  and  45,  were  married  to  women  between  20  and  25,  who  had  not  befove 
been  married ;  and  1,  between  70  and  75,  to  a  woman  between  60  and  65,  Slc,  &c. 
The  other  Tables  in  a  similar  manner. 
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Table  III.    2.  Classification  op  Causes  of  Death  in 

THE   SEVERAL  CoTJNTIES, 
far  the  year  ending  April  30thj  1846. 


DISEASES. 


I 


1.  ZiMOTIC  Dl8XA»8;  OB, 

Episuac,  Erdxmic,  aud 

CoiTTAeiOUS  IhsXABSB. 

1  Cholera, 

3  Cholera  InlkDOixn, 
8  Cnrop,  . 

4  Diairhoaa, 

5  Dysentery,     . 

6  Erysipelas,     . 

7  Fever,  Intermittent, 

8  *'      Remittent, 

9  "      Typhns, 

10  Hoqmig  Cough, 

11  Influenza, 
13  Measles, 

13  Scarlatina, 

14  Small  Pox, 

15  Syphilis, 
161  Thrush, 


48 
46 
17 
15 
16 

9 


8 


8 


66  61 


44 

10 

13 

13 

1 

1 

113^133133 


14 


144 
3 


39  10 
3 
13 
64 


3 
3 


13 
1 


118 

7 


10 
1414 


3 

8 

37 

30 


3 

4738 
17 

1 
4 


54 


40 
358 
318 

55 
133 

84 
5 

13 
614 
100 

16 

46 
516 

33 
1 
3 


17 
18 

19 
30 
31 
33 
33 
34 
35 
96 
37 
38 
39 
80 


Totals^ 

3.I)l8XA8X8    OP    GSNKRAL 
OR  UnCKKTAIN  SXAT. 

Ahscess, 
Atrophy, 


418398433 


110 


133 


83651501857660 


Cancer, 
Debility, 
Dropsy, 
Gout,     • 
Heraorrhaffe, 
Infantile  Dim 
Inflammation, 
Malformation, 
Mortification, . 
Scrofula, 
Sudden  Deaths, 
Tumor, 

Totals, 


3 

19 

1 

46 

3 

4 


166335361 


14 


31 


5333 


661035430 


43 


3131 


13 

13 

113 

13 

335 

5 

30 

1187 

31 

4 

34 
31 
19 
13 


366 


333359 


87 


133 


8455107 


14584 


43 


57 


1730 
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Caitsbs  of  Duth  m  thb  sstbbal  Codntibs — CotUittued. 


DISEASES. 


i 


I 


I 

§8 

II 


s 

I 


3.  Diseases  of  the  Nee- 
T0U8  Ststex. 

31  ApoplezT, 

32  CepbalitiB,      • 
Chores, 

34  Conmliioiis,  . 

35  Delirium  Tremens, 

36  Epilepsy, 
87  Hydiocephaliis, 

38  IiKBani^, 

39  Paralysis, 

40  Tetanus, 

41  Brain,  i>c*,  Disease  of. 


16 


11 


6     5 


3 
12 

•8 


2 
18 

i6 

"6 


12 


13 
2 
2 

14 

9 

io 


2 

146 

17 

13 

231 

9 

177 

3 

102 


42 
43 

44 
45 
46 
47 

48 
49 
50 


Totals, 

4.  Diseases  op  the  Respi- 

batoet  Oeoaits. 
Asthma, 
Bronchitis, 
Consumption, 
Hydrothoraz, . 
Laiyngitis,     • 
Pleurisy, 
Pneumonia,    . 
Quinsy, 
Lungs,  &c..  Disease  of. 


169 


154 


11534 


400406371 
6 


73 


43 


1 

114 

1 


51 


26 


10654 
2 


53 


1 

140 

2 


55 


3721 


11 


18811873 
3 


19 

1 
1 


3 
15 


6 

12 

12104 

18 

1 

33 

235 

9 

29 


37 


37 


Totals,       .        .        .450 
5.  Diseases  of  the  Ob- 

GANS    OF  CiECVLATION. 

51  Aneurism, 

52  Pericarditis,    • 

53  Heart,  ^.,  Disease  of. 


Totals, 
6.  Diseases  of  the  Dices- 

TIYE  OROAIfS. 

54  Ascites, 

55  Colic,    . 

56  Dyspepsia,     . 

57  EnteriUs, 

58  Gastritis, 

59  Hernia, 

60  Intussusception, 

61  Peritonitis,     . 

62  Teething, 

63  Ulceration,     . 

64  Worms, 


470 


42889139 


1296216822613284 


70 


18 


12 


2447 


1 
147 


15 


41 


13 


13 


151 


n 


12 


2  . 


12 
8 
132 
4 
9 
5 
5 
30 
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Causes  of  Dbath  in  the  sbybeal 

Counties —  CorUmued. 

DISEASES. 

1 

J 

• 

1 

} 

i 

a 

K 

n 

! 

i 

1 

1 

65 

66 
67 
68 
69 
70 

Organs,  6lc.^  Disease  of,  . 

Pancreas,  Disease  of. 

Hepatitis, 

Jaundice, 

Liver,  Disease  of,    . 

Spleen,  Disease  of. 

Totals,       . 

7.  DlSSASKS   OF  THX    UrI- 

kart  Oaoaits. 

Diabetes, 

Cystitis, 

Gravel, 

Nephritis, 

Kidneys,  &c^  Disease  of. 

Totals,*     . 

8.  DiSEASKS    OP    THK    Or- 

oAira  OF  GxnxRATioN. 
Childbirth,      . 
Paeiperal  Fever,     . 
Paramenia,     • 
Organs,  &c^  Disease  of,  .  ^ 

Totals,       .        . 

9.  DiSXASXB    OF    THB    OR- 
GANS OP  LocoMOTioir. 

Rhenmatism,  • 
Joints,  &c.,  Disease  of,    • 
Hip,  Disease  of,      . 
Spine,  Disease  of,   . 

Totals, 

10.  DiSKASXS.OF    THX  Ilf- 
TXeUMKIfTART  StBTXH. 

Ulcers, 
Purpura, 

Totals, 

11.  Of  Old  Aox,   .        . 

19l  Of  ExTXRiiAL  Causxb. 
Bums  and  Scalds,   . 
Casualties,     . 

6 

'a 

8 

• 

3 

4 
10 

• 

3 

• 
• 

9 

• 

1 

• 
• 

2 

• 

'a 

3 

• 

3 

. 
a 

4 

• 

2 

• 

'l 

16 

• 

a 
1 

5 

a 

11 

a 

3 
4 

a 

3 

a 

a 
1 

• 

a 

1 
1 

S3 

•- 
. 

14 
49 

• 

71 
72 
73 

56 

1 

1 

• 

42 

3 

1 
2 
• 
2 

48 

3 

I 

• 
1 

15 
4 

• 
1 

• 

28 

1 

a 
1 

a 

21 

2 

'l 
2 

10 

a 
• 
1 

a 

34 

39 

• 
2 

• 

15 

12 

a 

2 

8 

a 
a 

2 

328 

15 
8 

9 

a 

9 

76 
79 

2 

6 
3 

• 

8 

8 
9 

• 

5 

9 
3 

2 

5 

5 

3 

2 

3 

8 

• 

5 

4 

1 

a 
a 

1 

2 

1 

2 
3 

a 
1 

3 

1 
8 

a 

3 

2 
1 

a 
a 

2 

2 

• 

• 

86 

45 
80 

a 

5 

80 
81 
82 
83 

9 
2 

1 

4 

17 

3 

'l 

7 

14 

2 

• 
• 

8 

1 

1 

• 
2 

11 
2 

• 

2 

5 
2 

a 

*2 

2 

• 
• 
3 

1 

a 

1 

4 

6 

1 
3 

1 

a 
a 

3 

. 
a 

80 

13 
2 
3 

21 

84 
85 
86 
87 

7 
8 

a 

11 

• 
• 
• 
1 

2 
2 

4 

4 
*2 

4 

. 
1 

a 

2 

1 

a 
a 

8 

a 

a 
a 
a 

a 
• 

39 

a 

9 

1 

88 

89 
90 

8 

94 

4 
18 

1 
91 

6 
27 

2 
101 

8 
30 

46 
-3 

2 
39 

2 
17 

1 
88 

2 
5 

a 

49 

2 

4 

56 

2 
5 

57 

5 
10 

a 

61 

3 
7 

28 

2 
4 

38 

i 

10 

688 

36 
131 
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Cacbbs  or  Ds&TH  in  ths  ntrsBix  OouMniia    OmibMetL 


DISEASES. 


> 


n 


92 

94 

99 

103 

105 

106 


106 


109 


Drownedf  •        • 
Fractures,  • 
fntempennoe,     . 
Poifloned,  • 
Suffocatioii, 
Suicide,     • 

Totak,   . 

13.  Causes  not 
spkcifixd,  • 

14.  SnixBOAN,  . 
Totals,   . 


32 


21 


16    3    5 


7 
2 

io 


3     2 


2     1 


14 


U5 


19 
5 
5 

31 


64 


40 


73 

96 
22 


67 

111 

18 


8 


29 


11 


23 


18 


25 


19 


80 


21 


342 

470 
109 


1673 


17321734439614465295624779462308210 
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NOTES  TO  THE  ABSTRACTS  OP  DISEASEa 

It  has  been  considered  desirable  to  institttte,  as  far  as  we  can  from  the  returns, 
a  comparison  of  the  prevalence  of  particular  diseases,  in  the  same  districtB,  for 
different  years.  Boston  having  made  no  returns  of  deaths  for  the  last  three  years, 
the  County  of  Suffolk  is  excluded  in  the  several  abstracts  of  deaths. 

In  the  Tables  for  1846,  the  Alphabetical  Abstract  contains  the  names  of  the 
diseases,  generally,  as  they  appear  in  the  returns.  In  the  Classified  Abstract, 
they  are  arranged  afler  the  plan  of  the  Registrar  General  of  Births,  Marriages  and 
Deaths  in  England,  with  some  alterations,  which  circumstances  in  this  country 
seemed  to  dictate.  They  are  numbered  for  the  purpose  of  convenient  reference, 
and  each  class  is  arranged  alphabetically.  The  numben  in  parentheses,  in  the 
following  notes,  are  references  to  the  heads,  under  which  diseases  are  arranged 
in  the  Classified  Abstract  Those  who  may  wish  for  a  more  particular  sub-divisioa 
of  the  diseases  for  1846,  or  the  age  or  month  of  the  year  in  which  they  occurred, 
may  consult  the  Alphabetical  Abstract 

NOTES— 184a 

ZimoHc  Diseases, — Under  Cholera  (1)  are  included  21  cases  of  Cholera  Morbus, 
and  12  of  Bilious  Colic.  Under  Fever  Remittent  (8)  are  included  3  cases  of  Y^- 
low  Fever.  Under  Fever  Typhus  (9)  are  included  193  cases  of  Fever,  46  of  Bikin 
Fever,  5  of  Nervous,  5  of  Congestive,  8  of  Inflammatory,  4  of  Typhoid,  and  6  of 
Putrid  Fever.  Under  Scarlatina  (13)  are  included  104  cases  of  Canker,  34  of 
Throat  Distemper,  and  7  of  Throat  Disease.  Under  Small  Pox  (14)  are  included 
1  case  of  Varioloid,  and  2  of  the  Chicken  Pox. 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  or  General  Seat, — Under  Cancer  (19)  are  included  2  cases 
of  Fungus-hiematodes.  Under  Hemorrhage  (23)  are  included  2  cases  of  Bleeding 
Piles,  and  1  of  Rupture.  Under  Scrofula  (28)  are  included  3  cases  of  Humor 
and  1  case  of  King's  Evil.  Under  Brain,  &c..  Disease  of  (41)  are  included  38 
cases  of  Inflammation  of  the  Brain,  17  of  Congestion  of  the  Brain,  and  4  cases 
of  Neuralgia. 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Organs, — Under  Bronchitis^  (43)  is  included  1  case 
of  Catarrh.  Under  Pneumonia  (48)  are  included  95  cases  of  Lung  Fever,  22  of 
Inflammation  of  the  Lungs.  Under  Disease  of  the  Lungs  (50)  are  included  3 
cases  of  Congestion  of  the  Lungs. 

Diseases  of  the  Organs  of  CircukUion.'-XJndeT  Heart,  &c..  Disease  of  (53)  are 
included  7  cases  of  Anemia,  and  4  cases  of  Angina  Pectoris.. 

Diseases  of  the  Digestive  Organs. — Under  Colic  (55)  are  included  3  cases  of 
Constipation  of  the  Bowels,  and  1  of  Painter's  Colic.  Under  Enteritis  (57)  are 
included  72  cases  of  Inflammation  of  the  Bowels,  and  32  cases  of  Bilious  Fever. 
Under  Organs,  &c.,  Disease  of  (65)  are  included  47  cases  of  Disease  of  the  Bow- 
.cls,  and  6  cases  of  Disease  of  the  Stomach. 
7 
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Diseoiea  pf  fhit  Vrinary  Oi^gpoiu.— Under  Kidneys,  dLc.,  Disease  of  (75)  are  in- 
cluded 2  cases  of  Disease  of  the  Urinaiy  Organs. 

DUeaaea  of  (he  Organs  qf  ClenaratknL — Under  Organs,  Slc^  Disease  of  (79)  are 
included  3  cases  of  Disease  of  the  Ovaries  and  2  of  Strangaiy. 

Di»ea»e8  of  the  Organs  (f  LoeomoiUnu — ^Under  Joints,  dl&c,  Disease  of  (81)  are 
incladed  2  cases  of  Disease  of  the  Bones. 

Diseases  of  the  InUgrnieniary  System. — ^Under  Skin,  &e.  Disease  of  (87)  is  in- 
cluded 1  case  of  Carbuncle. 

Under  Caswdijf  (90)  are  included  3  cases  of  Sun  Struck|  2  cases  of  Killed  by 
Lightning,  and  2  Found  Frozen. 

Under  hiiemperanee  (99)  1  by  Chewing  Opium. 
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Tablb  III.     3.  Abstract  of  Returns  of  Causes  of 

Deaths, 

m  the  three  years  1844,  1845  and  1846. 


Causes  of  Death. 


1841. 


1846. 


1846. 


To  10,000  Deaths  bj  all 
Specified  Causes,  there 
were  in 


1844.      1845.      1846. 


2 
3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 


17 
18 

19 
20 


All  Causes,  .... 

Specified  Causes,  .... 

Zimotic  Diseases,  or  Epidemic,  En- 
demic, and  Contagious  Diseases^ 

Sporadic  Diseases 
Of  Uncertain  or  General  Seat, 
Of  the  Nervous  System, 
Of  the  Respiratory  Organs,    . 
Of  the  Organs  of  Circulation, 
Of  the  Digestive  Organs, 
Of  the  Urinary  Organs, 
Of  the  Organs  of  Generation, 
Of  the  Organs  of  Locomotion, 
Of  the  Integumentary  System, 
Of  Old  Age,        .         .         .         . 
Of  External  Causes, 


8250 


86429211 


Totals, 


Cholera, 

Cholera  Infantum, 
Croup, 
Diarrhcna,     . 
Dysentery,   . 
Erysipelas,  .     .    • 
Fever  Intermittent, 
Fever  Remittent,  . 
Fever  Typhus, 
Hooping  Cough,    • 
Influenza,     . 
Measles, 
Scarlatioa,   . 
Small  Pox,  . 
Syphilis, 
Thrush, 


Totals, 


Abscess, 
Atrophy, 
Cancer, 
Debility, 


2. 


707680708741 


1627 


1150 
631 


22082121 


794 

20362542 

136 

517 

32 

95 

34 

17 

504 

302 


141 

433 

32 

68 

34 

12 

631 

281 


1730 

769 

2447 

151 

328 

36 

80 

39 

10 

688 

342 


10,000 
2299 


1625 

892 

2878 

199 

612 

45 

96 

48 

17 


397 


10,000 


2736 


1102 

984 

3150 

168 

641 

40 

118 

42 

21 

624 

-  374 


10,000 
2427 


1979 

880 

2799 

172 

375 

41 

92 

45 

12 

787 

391 


7076 


28 

87 
122 

30 
120 
104 

'2 
634 
60 
68 
32 
328 
11 


80708741 


9 
50 
94 
25 


45 

111 

261 

24 

200 

111 

3 

6 

772 

68 

16 

44 

538 

5 

3 

1 


40 
258 
218 

55 
122 

84 
5 

12 
614 
100 

16 

46 
516 

32 
1 
2 


10,000 


40 
123 
172 

42 
170 
147 


896 
85 
96 
45 

463 
16 


io,qoo 


56 

138 

323 

30 

248 

137 

4 

7 

957 

84 

20 

54 

667 

6 

4 

1 


10,000 


294 
250 

63 
140 

96 
6 

14 
703 
114 

18 

53 
590 

37 
1 
9 


16272208 


18 
99 
15 


2121 


13 

13 

113 

13 


2299 


13 

71 

133 

39 


2736 


22 

123 

19 


2427 


15 

15 

129 

15 
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Causes  of  Deaths — Continued. 

To  10,000  Deaths  by  aU 

Specified  Causes,  there 

Capsks  of  Death. 

1844. 

1845. 

1846. 

were  in 

1844. 

1845. 

1846. 

21 

Dropsy,      .... 

163 

181 

235 

230 

224 

269 

22 

Gout,         .... 

2 

5 

5 

3 

6 

6 

23 

Hemorrhage, 
Infimtile  Diseases, 

20 

28 

30 

28 

35 

34 

24 

663 

450 

1187 

937 

558 

1358 

25 

35 

6 

31 

49 

7 

35 

26 

MalformatioD,      . 

4 

4 

4 

6 

5 

5 

27 

Mortification, 

25 

26 

24 

35 

32 

27 

28 

Scrofula,    .... 
Sudden  Deaths,  • 

27 

42 

31 

38 

52 

35 

29 

27 

. 

19 

38 

, 

22 

30 

Tumor,       .... 
Totals,  .... 

6 

12 

12 

9 

15 

14 

1150 

889 

1730 

1625 

1103 

1979 

81 

3. 
Apoplexy,  .... 
Cephalitis, 

82 

82 

69 

116 

101 

79 

32 

92 

94 

38 

130 

116 

44 

33 

Chorea,      .... 

3 

2 

2 

4 

3 

2 

34 

Convulsions, 

130 

204 

146 

184 

254 

167 

35 

Delirium  Tremens, 

. 

13 

17 

. 

16 

19 

36 

Epilepsy,    .... 
Hydrocephalus,  . 

15 

7 

13 

22 

9 

15 

37 

129 

189 

231 

182 

234 

264 

38 

Insanity,     .... 

10 

12 

9 

14 

15 

10 

39 

Paralysis,  .... 

HI 

117 

177 

157 

145 

203 

40 

Tetanus,     .... 

3 

5 

3 

4 

6 

3 

41 

Brain,  &c..  Disease  of. 
Totals,   .... 

56 

69 

64 

79 

85 

74 

631 

794 

769 

892 

984 

880 

42 

4. 
Asthma,     .... 

4 

9 

6 

6 

11 

7 

43 

Bronchitis, 

15 

12 

12 

21 

15 

14 

44 

Consumption, 

1634 

2072 

2104 

2809 

2567 

2407 

45 

Hydrothorax, 

16 

49 

18 

23 

61 

20 

46 

Laryngitis, 

2 

5 

1 

3 

6 

1 

47 

Pleurisy,    .... 

25 

20 

33 

36 

25 

38 

48 

Pneumonia, 

337 

350 

235 

476 

434 

269 

49 

Quinsy,      .         .       *  • 

3 

11 

9 

4 

14 

10 

50 

Lungs,  &c.,  Disease  of. 
Totals,  .... 

. 

14 

29 

. 

17 

33 

2036 

2542 

2447 

S878 

3150 

2799 

51 

5. 
Aneurism,  .... 

S 

3 

3 

3 

4 

4 

52 

Pericarditis, 

^ 

13 

1 

, 

16 

1 

S3 

Heart,  &c..  Disease  of. 
Totals,  .... 

139 

120 

147 

196 

148 

167 

141 

136 

151 

199 

168 

172 

54 

6. 

Ascites,     .         .         .         . 

• 

. 

• 

• 

55 

Colic 

is 

34 

12 

21 

42 

14 

56 

Dyspepsia, 

6 

12 

8 

8 

15 

9 

57 

Enteritis,    .... 

116 

145 

132 

165 

179 

151 
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Causes  of  Deaths — Continued. 


To  10,000  Deatlu  by  all 

Specified  Caoses,  there 

Causes  op  Dxath. 

1844. 

1846. 

1846. 

were  in 

1844. 

1845. 

1846. 

58 

Gastritis,    .... 

16 

11 

4 

22 

13 

4 

59 

Hernia,      .... 

19 

. 

9 

28 

, 

10 

60 

Intaasnsception, 

17 

5 

5 

24 

6 

6 

61 

Peritonitis, 

16 

12 

5 

23 

15 

6 

62 

Teething,  .... 

24 

31 

30 

34 

38 

34 

63 

Ulceration, 

23 

• 

. 

32 

• 

• 

64 

Worms,      .... 

4 

10 

7 

6 

12 

8 

65 

Organs,  &c.,  Disease  of, 

139 

194 

53 

196 

243 

61 

66 

Pancreas,  Disease  of,   . 

, 

, 

. 

• 

• 

. 

e7 

Hepatitis,  .         . 

4 

, 

• 

6 

• 

. 

68 

Jaundice,    .... 

7 

12 

14 

10 

15 

16 

69 

Liver,  Disease  of, 

27 

51 

49 

37 

63 

56 

70 

Spleen,  Disease  of,       . 
Totals,  .... 

• 

• 

• 

. 

• 

a 

433 

517 

328 

612 

641 

375 

71 

7. 
Diabetes,   .... 

7 

7 

15 

10 

9 

17 

72 

Cystitis,     .... 

5 

5 

3 

7 

16 

3 

73 

Gravel,       .... 

11 

9 

9 

15 

11 

10 

74 

Nephritis,  .... 
Kidneys,  &c.,  Disease  of,     . 

Totals,  .... 

9 

3 

, 

13 

4 

• 

75 

• 

8 

9 

• 

10 

11 

32 

32 

.  36 

45 

40 

41 

76 

8. 
Childbirth, 

30 

52 

45 

42 

65 

52 

77 

Puerperal  Fever, 

33 

35 

30 

47 

43 

34 

78 

Paramenia, 

1 

, 

a 

1 

, 

. 

79 

Organs,  &c.,  Disease  of. 
Totals,  .... 

4 

8 

5 

6 

10 

6 

68 

95 

80 

96 

118 

92 

80 

9. 
Rheumatism,       ... 

14 

17 

13 

20 

21 

15 

81 

Joints,  &C.,  Disease  of. 

, 

1 

2 

, 

1 

2 

82 

Hip,  Disease  of,  . 

1 

2 

3 

1 

3 

3 

83 

Spme,  Disease  of, 

Totals,  .... 

19 

14 

21 

27 

17 

25 

34 

34 

39 

48 

42 

45 

10. 

84 

Fistula,      .... 

• 

1 

, 

, 

1 

, 

85 

Ulcers,       .... 

8 

10 

9 

12 

12 

11 

86 

Purpura,     •         •         .         • 

3 

4 

• 

4 

5 

• 

87 

Skin,  &c.,  Disease  of, 

Totals,  .... 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

12 

17 

10 

17 

21 

12 

88 

11. 
Old  Age,    .        .         .        . 

631 

504 

688 

892 

624 

787 
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GAUSgS  OF 

Deaths — Qmtinuei 

i. 

Causes  op  Dkath. 

18M. 

1845. 

1M6. 

To  10,000  Deaths  by  tdl 
Specified  Caiues,  there 
wereia 

18M. 

1846. 

1846. 

89 

90 

91 

92 

93 

94 

95 

96 

97 

98 

99 

100 

101 

102 

103 

104 

105 

106 

107 

12. 

Bums  and  Scalds 
Casualties, 
Drinking  Cold  W 
Drowned,  • 
Executed,  . 
Fractures,  . 
Frozen, 
Glanders,   . 
Hydrophobia, 
Homicide,  . 
Intemperance, 
Lightning, 
Malpractice, 
Necusia,     . 
Poisoned,   • 
Starvation, 
Suffocation, 
Suicide,      • 
Wounds,    . 

>        •         • 

'ater, '        ! 

22 

81 

88 

5 

1 

5 

40 

1 
6 

32 

• 

33 

84 

114 

• 
3 

• 
• 

23 

• 

io 

• 

6 
29 

• 

36 
131 

lis 

i9 

• 

5 

5 
31 

31 
11$ 

124 

7 

1 

7 
57 

1 

• 
9 

45 

41 

104 

141 

• 
4 

• 
• 

29 

• 

i2 

• 

7 

86 

• 

41 
150 

131 

• 
22 

'6 

6 
35 

108 
109 

Totals,  . 

13. 

Causes  not  specif 

14. 

Stillborn,    . 

.ed,  :     . 

■                •                • 

281 

1174 

49 

302 

572 

73 

342 

470 
109 

397 

1658 

69 

374 

709 

90 

391 
538 
125 

NOTE. 


The  number  of  the  Mlhoniy  in  1846,  is  stated  above  to  be  109,  while  in  the 
table  on  the  opposite  page  it  is  58.  The  cause  of  this  disagreement  is  that  the 
first  number  (109)  was  abstracted  from  the  returns  of  the  deaths;  and  the  second 
(58)  from  the  returns  of  the  births.  The  stillborn  should  always  be  fully  reported, 
both  among  the  births  and  deaths ;  but,  having  never  lived  as  separate,  indepen- 
dent persons,  they  should  be  excluded  in  numbering  the  deaths.  This  has  been 
done  in  all  the  calculations  in  these  tables.  A  deduction  of  470  for  causes  not 
specified,  leaves  8741  as  the  number  of  deaths  for  specified  causes,  and  this  ' 
the  basis  of  the  calculations. 
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Table  III.    4.  Stillborn  Cases.* 


COUNTIES. 

Month. 

Sex.                1 

Worcester. 
Hampshire. 
Hampden. 

Berkshire. 
Norfolk. 

Bristol. 
Plymouth. 

1   J 

1    TotaL 

\ 

! 

May,    .     . 
June,    .     . 
July,    .     . 
August,     . 
September, 
October,    . 
November, 
December, 
Januaiy,    . 
February,  . 
March,      . 
Aiml,  .     . 

Male,.     .      1 
Female,    .    . 
Not  stated,    . 
Male,  .     .    . 
Female,    .    . 
Not  stated,    . 
Male,  .     .    . 
Female,    .      ] 
Not  stated,    . 
Male,.     .    . 

Not  stated,    . 
Male,.     .    . 
Female,    .    . 
Not  stated,    . 
Male,  .     .    . 
Female,    .      1 
Not  stated,    . 
Male,  .     .    . 
Female,    .      2 
Not  stated,    . 
Male,  .     .    . 
Female,    .      1 
Not  stated,    . 
Male,.     .    . 
Female,    .    . 
Not  stated,    . 
Male,  .     .    . 
Female,    .    . 
Not  stated,    . 
Male,  .     .    . 
Female,    .    , 
Not  stated,    . 
Male,.     .    . 
Female,    .    . 
Notsuted,    . 

!     1  !    . 
.     1  .    . 
1  !    '.    . 

\    '.    'i  '. 
1  .    . 

!    'i  !    ! 

1  .    . 

1  .    . 
.     1  .    . 

1  .    . 
.    .     1  . 

.      2    2   . 

•    •    .    • 
.    .     1  . 

1    .       . 

1    .       . 

.       .         1 

[      !       2 

!    !     2 
1   1 

!    !     1 

1  !    ! 

!    !     I 
1  '.    ! 

!     1   1 

;   !    1 
1  .    . 

2    ! 

!    2 

1 

•           • 

2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 

3 
2 

!        'l 
2 
2 
2 

2 

!         2 
I 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
2 
5 
1 

.        . 

1 

Total,  .     . 

Month  not 
stated,      . 

Male,  .     .      1 
Female,    .      5 
Not  stated,    . 
Male,.     .    . 
Female,    .    . 
Not  stated,     1 

17     3. 

.       3     2    . 

1     4    . 

•      •      •      • 

1      1     8 
1      1     2 

3  .    . 

■    .    • 
>    .    . 

2    ! 
!      *3 

2    . 
.    3 
2   1 

.    . 
•    • 

1  •  • 

24 

.       19 
11 

4 

Orand  total. 

7 

1   11     9    . 

5     2   10 

2     3 

l4  4 

58 

*  From  retains  of  Births. 
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Table  IV.    Facts  illustrating  the  Influence  of 
Occupation  on  Longevity, 

Showing  the  number,  and  the  aggregate  and  average  ages  of  in- 
dividuals differently  employed,  abstracted  from  the  returns. 

[Note.    In  1845  and  1846,  no  person  onder  90  yean  of  age  is  included  in  thit  abstract. 
It  is  supposed  that  occupations  have  no  particular  influence  before  that  time.] 


1844 

1845. 

1846. 

OccnPATIOHS. 

1 

\i 

h 

2; 

1* 

h 

a 

i 

!§• 

Clergymen, 

18 

935 

51.96 

11 

555 

50.00 

14 

897 

64.07 

Editors, 

• 

, 

, 

, 

, 

, 

1 

45 

45.00 

Lawyers,    . 

7 

311 

44.92 

7 

346 

49.42 

8 

472 

59.00 

Physicians, 

27 

1464 

54.25 

90 

1132 

56.60 

21 

1000 

47.64 

Professors, 

2 

75 

37.50 

, 

• 

• 

, 

, 

• 

Scholars,     . 

14 

291 

20.79 

3 

70 

23.33 

1 

21 

21.00 

Teachers,   . 

14 

473 

33.78 

21 

626 

29.85 

9 

412 

45.78 

Total,      • 

82 

3549 

43.2^  M2 

2724 

43.93 

54 

2847 

52.72 

Booksellers, 

2 

63 

31.50 

1 

26 

26.00 

• 

Brokers, 

, 

, 

• 

. 

. 

'2 

ioe 

54.00 

Gentlemen, 

12 

925 

77.14 

9 

613 

68.11 

10 

662 

66.20 

Merchants, 

59 

3019 

51.17 

46 

2304 

50.08 

42 

2313 

55.07 

Traders,      . 

2 

49 

24.50 

34 

1460 

42.94 

27 

1213 

44.92 

Total,     . 

75 

4056 

54.08 

90 

4403 

43.92 

81 

4296 

53.04 

Farmers, 

663 

42,447 

64.02 

645 

39,869 

61.64 

679 

45,241 

66.63 

Clerks, 

11 

270 

24.54 

11 

402 

36.54 

14 

518 

37.00 

Public  Officers,    . 

8 

461 

57.63 

6 

338 

56.33 

7 

331 

47.29 

Engineers,  . 
Innkeepers, 
Stage  Drivers,     . 

• 

, 

• 

2 

63 

31.50 

2 

62 

31.00 

6 

286 

47.79 

8 

393 

49.12 

7 

355 

50.71 

, 

. 

4 

147 

36.75 

3 

105 

35.00 

Drovers, 

, 

• 

, 

1 

20 

20.00 

, 

, 

, 

Wharfingers, 

. 

, 

. 

3 

181 

60.33 

, 

. 

. 

Baggage  Masters, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

1 

25 

25.00 

Total,     . 

25 

1017 

40.68 

35 

1544 

44.11 

34 

1396 

41.06 

Bakers, 

6 

343 

57.19 

4 

191 

47.75 

5 

194 

38.80 

Barbers, 

4 

236 

59.03 

1 

24 

24.00 

8 

142 

47.33 

Basket-makers,    . 

1 

69 

69.05 

. 

, 

. 

. 

, 

, 

Blacksmiths, 

31 

1550 

50.00 

45 

3346 

52.13 

43 

2197 

51.09 
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Influen( 

3E  OF  Occupation,  &c. — Continued. 

1844. 

1845. 

1846. 

OCCUPATIOVS. 

s 

s 

1 

1 

1 

& 

J 

9 

§> 

1 

|. 

h 

s 

1^ 

1^ 

1 

¥ 

Ij 

K 

i& 

Kock-makera,      . 

• 

2 

131 

65.50 

2 

132 

66.00 

Bookbindera, 

, 

1 

29 

29.00 

1 

41 

41.00 

Brake  aod  Firemen,      . 

• 

• 

4 

110 

27.50 

Brick-maken, 

• 

• 

. 

. 

2 

90 

45.00 

Brush-makers, 

, 

1 

*39 

39.00 

1 

66 

66.00 

Butchers,    . 

5 

225 

45108 

6 

320 

53.33 

8 

294  36.75 

Cabinet-makers,  . 

11 

499 

45.54 

13 

642 

49.38 

9 

414 

46.00 

Card-makers, 

1 

53 

53.00 

1 

31 

31.00 

3 

138 

46.00 

Carpenters, 

Caulkers  and  Gravers,  . 

76 

3908 

51.42 

79 

4129 

52.26 

70 

3426 

48.94 

1 

62 

62.00 

2 

145 

72.50 

3 

199 

66.33 

Chair-makers, 

3 

122 

40.66 

, 

, 

, 

6 

206 

34.33 

Chaise-makeTS,    . 

• 

, 

, 

, 

, 

. 

2 

140 

70.00 

Cigar-makers, 

4 

136 

34.00 

2 

60 

30.00 

1 

20 

20.00 

Clock-makers, 

1 

46 

46.00 

, 

, 

, 

, 

, 

. 

Clothiers,    . 

2 

143 

71.50 

, 

, 

, 

2 

95 

47!  50 

Comb-makers, 

3 

161 

53.66 

, 

, 

^ 

2 

84 

42.00 

Confectioners, 

, 

, 

1 

«1 

51.00 

, 

, 

Coopers,      . 

14 

705 

50!39 

13 

843 

64.76 

19 

1030 

54!  21 

Coppersmiths, 

, 

, 

, 

• 

, 

1 

42 

42.00 

Curriers  and  Tanners,  . 

4 

223 

55!77 

2 

54 

27.00 

10 

437 

43.70 

CuUers,       . 

1 

24 

24.00 

2 

111 

65.50 

• 

, 

DentistB,     . 

• 

, 

, 

.    , 

, 

2 

'86 

43!00 

Distillers,   . 

, 

, 

1 

51 

51.00 

, 

, 

Druggists,  . 

, 

• 

. 

• 

. 

1 

57 

57!00 

Dyers, 

, 

, 

• 

• 

3 

110 

36.67 

Engravers, . 

, 

, 

, 

• 

, 

4 

127 

31.75 

Founders,   . 

, 

• 

, 

, 

. 

1 

25 

25.00 

Furnace-men, 

4 

158 

39.71 

1 

32 

32.00 

1 

22 

22.00 

Gas-preparers,     . 

1 

25 

25.00 

, 

• 

, 

. 

Glass-cutters, 

, 

, 

• 

• 

1 

37 

37!00 

Grave-diggers,     . 

1 

'61 

6r.00 

, 

• 

Gunsmiths, 

1 

30 

30.00 

, 

. 

1 

80 

eo.'oo 

Harness-makers,  . 

2 

114 

57.00 

*7 

340 

48.57 

4 

152 

38.00 

Hatters,      . 

5 

255 

51.11 

5 

348 

69.60 

10 

553 

55.30 

Inspectors  of  beef. 

, 

, 

. 

, 

, 

, 

1 

43 

43.00 

Jewellers,  . 

3 

92 

30.66 

5 

240 

48.00 

4 

163 

40.75 

Last-makers, 

2 

68 

34.00 

, 

, 

, 

• 

Leather-dressers, 

8 

395 

49.47 

, 

• 

, 

5 

245 

49!00 

Machinists, 

6 

170 

28.37 

13 

437 

33.61 

16 

503 

31.44 

Manufacturers,    . 

4 

149 

37.28 

31 

1333 

43.00 

6 

253 

42.17 

Masons, 

14 

603 

43.10 

21 

1182 

56.28 

20 

990 

49.50 

Mast-makers, 

1 

75 

75,00 

, 

, 

• 

1 

58 

58.00 

Mechanics, 

16 

722 

45.17 

9 

406 

45.11 

7 

345 

49.33 

Millers,       . 

4 

240 

60.00 

5 

242 

48.50 

5 

363 

72.60 

Millwrights, 

1 

26 

26.00 

, 

, 

• 

1 

51 

51.00 

Nailers, 

2 

37 

18.70 

4 

153 

38.24 

3 

132 

44.00 

Oil  manufacturers. 

1 

43 

43.00 

• 

^ 

, 

• 

, 

Operatives, 

9 

266 

38.41 

, 

, 

12 

426 

35.50 

Or^  builders^   . 

, 

• 

• 

, 

a 

, 

1 

61 

61.00 

Painters,     . 

21 

869 

41.40 

10 

411 

41.10 

16 

644 

40.25 
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Influbncb  of  Occupation,  &c, — Coniinued. 

1844. 

1845. 

1846. 

Occupations. 

- 

s 

% 

J       & 

& 

i 

't. 

|> 

1 

f 

1 1* 

!§> 

1 

i» 

1^ 

2 

1^ 

Paper-makers, 

4       177 

44,25 

3 

124 

41.33 

"1 

172 

S7.83 

Paper-stainers,     . 

^ 

, 

1 

28 

28.00 

Pattern-makers,   . 

, 

. 

1 

45 

45.00 

Pianoforte-makers, 

^ 

1 

24 

24.00 

• 

• 

Pile-drivers, 

, 

1 

54 

54.00 

Pocketbook-makers,      . 

, 

1 

'69 

69!00 

. 

, 

. 

Potters, 

• 

1 

80 

80.00 

Powder*maker8,  . 

, 

, 

3 

97 

32.33 

Printers,     . 

4       207 

51.75 

A 

il8 

29.50 

4 

130 

32.50 

Pump  and  Block-makers, 

1        48 

48.00 

2 

164 

82.00 

Razorstrop-makers, 

1         47 

47.00 

. 

, 

. 

• 

Riggers,     . 

,         , 

, 

1 

'53 

53.00 

1 

37 

37.00 

Rope-makers, 

4       156 

39.18 

2 

90 

45.00 

7 

426 

60.86 

Sail-makers, 

2       140 

70.00 

3 

127 

42.33 

Salt  manufacturers, 

2       109 

54.89 

, 

, 

Sculptors,   , 

•          • 

, 

1 

93 

93.'00 

Shipwrights, 

,10.     648 

64.85 

5 

290 

58.00 

8 

498 

62.25 

Shoe-makers, 

110     4395 

39.95 

134 

5596 

41.76 

133 

5586i  42.00 

Soap-makers, 

•         • 

• 

, 

, 

, 

1 

60|  60.00 

Stablers,     . 

3        83 

27.66 

3 

158 

39.50 

2 

63  31.50 

Stone-cutters, 

6      390 

65.00 

10 

416 

41.61 

16 

688,  43.00 

Tailors,       . 

12      584 

46.56 

12 

600 

50.00 

5 

2721  54.40 

Tallow-chandlers, 

1        58 

53.00 

. 

, 

1 

64  64.00 

Telescope-makers, 

1         25 

25.00 

. 

, 

, 

, 

Tinmen,      . 

1         19 

19.00 

, 

, 

, 

3 

141   47.00 

Trunk-makers,     . 

,                  , 

, 

^ 

, 

1 

33  33.00 

Umbrella-makers, 

,                  , 

, 

. 

. 

1 

43;  43.00 

Victuallers, 

2       104 

sa.47 

3 

i40 

46.66 

, 

• 

Weavers,    . 

,         , 

. 

, 

, 

, 

*6 

295 

49.17 

Well-diggers, 

,          , 

• 

, 

, 

, 

1 

25 

35.00 

Wheelwrights,     . 

12       515 

42.75 

6 

19S 

32.00 

6 

242 

40.33 

Whip-makers,      . 

,          , 

, 

, 

, 

, 

1 

32 

33.00 

Wooii-turners, 

1         34 

34.00 

1 

56 

56.00 

, 

. 

, 

Wool-dyers, 

1         42 

42.00 

1 

55 

55.00 

. 

• 

• 

Wool-sorters, 

• 

• 

2 

96 

48.00 

2 

95 

47.50 

Total,      . 

452  20,629 

45.63 

477 

22,398 

46.96 

538 

24,613 

45.75 

Male  Domestics, . 

20     1129 

56.47 

. 

1 

97 

97.00 

Laborers,    . 

158     8034 

50.85 

208 

10,358 

49179 

209 

10,238 

49.00 

Teamsters, 

4       153 

38.41 

11 

332 

80.18 

6 

344 

57.33 

Total,      . 

182     9316 

51.18 

219 

10,690 

48.81 

216 

10,679 

49.44 

Fish-dealers, 

1         68 

68.00 

. 

Fishermen, 

13       528 

40.66 

i4 

580 

41.42 

7 

316 

45!  14 

Freighters, 

3       117 

39.16 

, 

. 

2 

83 

41.50 

Pilots, 

1        74 

74.00 

• 

. 

2 

133 

66.50 
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Influence  of  Occupation, 

&c.— 

Continued. 

1844. 

1845. 

1846. 

Occupations. 

S 

. 

1 

£ 

1 

§) 

!>.  II 

t 

|> 

s 

¥ 

1 

s 

a 

I& 

Aver 
age 

Num 

I& 

ii 

6 

i 

I& 

Seamen, 

129 

4746 

37.02,131 

5626 

42.94 

108 

5266 

48.76 

Shipmafltere, 

11 

693 

63.06'  . 

, 

. 

, 

, 

, 

Shoremen,  . 

4 

274 

68.70j  . 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Total,     . 

162 

6500 

40.12145 

6206 

42.80 

119 

5798 

48.72 

Panpew,     . 

31 

2270 

73.25 

5 

408 

81.60 

36 

2503 

69.53 

Insane, 

4 

212 

53.00 

• 

• 

• 

1 

68 

68.00 

Total,     . 

35 

2482 

70.91 

5 

408 

81.60 

37 

2571 

69.48 

Femaubs. 

Domestics, 

• 

• 

8 

466 

55.75 

5 

153 

30.60 

Dress-maken, 

3 

77 

25.66 

11 

338 

30.72 

8 

239 

29.87 

Hoasekeepeis,     . 

, 

• 

, 

179 

8888 

49.61 

275 

14,279 

51.92 

Ladies,       . 

• 

• 

3 

212 

70.66 

2 

140 

70.00 

Midwives,  . 

• 

• 

, 

• 

1 

92 

92.00 

Milliners,   . 

3 

111 

37.00 

2 

53 

26.50 

3 

132 

44.00 

Nurses, 

1 

61 

61.00 

2 

106 

53.00 

4 

208 

52.00 

Operatives, 

• 

, 

• 

27 

779 

21.44 

30 

.767 

25.57 

Seamstresses, 

• 

, 

, 

9 

464 

44.88 

18 

717 

39.83 

ShoebinderSi 

2 

59 

29.50 

3 

115 

38.33 

5 

117 

23.40 

Straw-braiders,    . 

2 

48 

24.12 

4 

140 

35.50 

3 

134 

44.66 

Tailoresses, 

7 

288 

41.23 

16 

654 

40.87 

17 

658 

38.71 

Teachers,   . 

, 

^ 

, 

. 

, 

14 

376 

26.86 

Washerwomen,    . 

1 

80 

80.00 

, 

, 

, 

, 

^ 

Weavers,    . 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

10 

635 

53.50 

Total,     . 

19 

724 

38.36 

264 

12,215 

46.32 

395 

18,537 

46.93 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


60 


FIFTH  REGIOTRATION  REPORT. 


RECAPITULATION. 


1844 

1845. 

1846. 

OCCUPATIOITB. 

9 

i 

h 

1 

h 

h 

1 

1 

|& 

h 

Professional  men, 

82 

3,549 

43.28 

62 

2,724 

43.93 

54 

2,847 

52.72 

Merchants,     .     . 

75 

4,066 

54.08 

90 

4,403 

48.92 

81 

4,296 

53.04 

Agriculturists,     . 

663 

42,447 

64.02 

645 

39,869 

61.81 

679 

45,241 

66.63 

Public  Officers,   . 

25 

1,017 

40.68 

35 

1,544 

44.11 

34 

1,396 

41.06 

Mechanics,     •     . 

452 

20,629 

45.63 

477 
219 

22,398 

46.96 

538 

24,613 

45.75 

Laborers, .     .     . 

182 

9,316 

51.18 

10,690 

48.81 

216 

10,679 

49.44 

Seamen,    .     .     . 

162 

6,500 

40.12 

145 

6,206 

42.80 

119 

5,798 

48.72 

Paupers,    .     .     . 

85 

2,482 

70.91 

5 

408  81.60 

37 

2,571 

69.48 

Females,  .     .     . 

19 

729 

38.36 

264 

12,215  46.32 

395 

18,537 

46.93 

Total  &  averages, 

1605 

90,725 

53.541942 

100,457!  51.72 

2153  115,9781  53.87 

1             1 
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Table  V.     Facts  illustrating  the  Influence  of  Domestic 
Condition  on  Longevity, 

Showing,  far  each  County,  the  number  and  aggregate  age  of  all  in  the 
returns  over  20  years  old,  whose  condition  is  specified. 


MALES. 

females. 

COUHTIXS. 

UimARRUD. 

Married. 

Widowers. 

Unmarried. 

Marriedi 

Widows. 

s 

« 

«> 

s 

» 

s 

1 

H 

1 

H 

1 

^ 

1 

&§> 

1 

h 

1 

|| 

^ 

^ 

<  ^ 

Z, 

Z 

<^ 

^ 

<* 

S5 

Essex,  .     .     . 

65 

2,252 

207 

11,538 

29 

2,238 

104 

4,686 

206 

8,610 

158 

11,425 

Middlesex, .     . 

65 

2,454 

201 

11,128 

33 

2,379 

97 

3,897 

269 

11,455 

95 

6,667 

Worcester,  •     • 

102 

3,755 

222 

12,487 

66 

4,968 

84 

3,207 

269 

11,702 

117 

8,626 

Hampshire, 

16 

688 

37 

2,095 

15 

1,069 

30 

1,200 

58 

2,440 

46 

3,402 

Hampden,  .     . 
Franklin,    .     . 

.  26 

844 

75 

3,928 

16 

1,248 

28 

987 

132 

5,704 

41 

3,026 

12 

527 

47 

2,767 

15 

1,236 

18 

766 

49 

2,542 

40 

3,192 

Berkshire,  .     • 

19 

855 

69 

3,962 

17 

1,207 

31 

1,262 

73 

3,409 

41 

3,148 

Norfolk,      .     . 

23 

762 

61 

3,458 

23 

1,847 

37 

1,620 

73 

3,251 

47 

3,544 

Bristol,  .     .     . 

24 

824 

93 

5,380 

26 

1,968 

39 

1,639 

116 

5,247 

53 

3,836 

Plymouth,  .     . 

11 

463 

68 

4,108 

25 

1,955 

26 

1,380 

72 

3,251 

51 

3,758 

Barnstable,.     . 

20 

512 

35 

2,052 

11 

827 

12 

407 

45 

1,984 

23 

1,753 

Dukes  &  Nant 

10 

430 

28 

1,847 

7 

548 

17 

971 

37 

1,651 

19 

1.387 

Total,    .     .     . 

893 

14,366 

1143 

64,750 

283 

21,490 

523 

22,022 

1399 

61,246 

731 

53,764 

Average  age,  . 

• 

36.55 

« 

56.65 

• 

75.94 

• 

42.11 

• 

43.78 

• 

73.55 
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Sscrbtabt's  Offic£,  Boston; 

Noyember  13,  1847. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate 

and  House  of  Representatives : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  statement  and  tabular 
results  of  the  Registry  and  Returns  of  Births,  Marriages  and 
Deaths,  for  the  registration  year,  ending  April  30th,  1847. 

The  number  of  the  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths  returned  from 
the  several  towns  is,  in  the  first  place,  exhibited  in  full,  with  the 
population  of  the  towns  according  to  the  census  of  18*),  and  a 
recapitulation  of  the  same  classes  of  facts,  summed  up  according 
to  counties  (pp.  3—11).  In  another  column,  for  purposes  of  com- 
parison, are  given  the  returns,  of  the  two  preceding  jrears.  The 
last  returns  of  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths  are  more  full  than 
those  of  either  of  the  previous  years.  The  number  of  Births  re- 
turned, is  as  1  to  34  inhabitants  (according  to  the  census  of  1840), 
excluding  the  population  of  Boston ;  the  number  of  Marriages,  as 
1  to  114,  and  of  Deaths,  as  1  to  64.  The  returns  of  births  from 
Bradford  and  Rockport,  in  Essex  county,  were  made  too  late  to  be 
incorporated  into  the  tables;  as  they  were  received  before  the 
printing  was  begun,  they  are  entered  in  their  place  on  page  3. 
Returns  of  11  births  and  1  marriage  were  received  this  day  from 
Norwich,  in  Hampshire  county. 

Extracts  from  the  communications  of  the  town-clerks  are  pre- 
sented, as  heretofore,  in  the  body  of  notes  appended  to  the  synopsis 
of  returns  (pp.  12 — ^21).  The  towns  which  failed  to  make  returns 
are  specified  at  the  end  of  the  notes,  under  the  heads  of  the  several 
counties. 

The  town-clerks  have  sometimes  returned  the  names  of  inhab- 
itantSy  whose  deaths  have  taken  place  elsiswhere.    When  the 
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death  is  represented  to  have  occurred  in  some  other  town  of  the 
Commonwealth,  the  entry  has  been  transferred  to  that  town; 
when  elsewhere,  it  has  been  omitted,  except  cases  of  death  at  sea, 
or  in  a  foreign  port. 

Table  I,  in  two  parts,  relates  to  Births.  The  first  part  (p.  22) 
exhibits  the  number  of  male  and  female  children,  and  of  those 
whose  sex  is  not  reported,  born  respectively  in  the  several  months 
and  in  the  several  counties.  The  second  part  (p.  23)  exhibits  the 
cases  of  more  than  one  child  at  a  birth,  arranged  under  the  heads 
of  months,  counties,  and  sex. 

Table  II,  in  two  parts,  relates  to  Marriages.  The  first  part  (p. 
24)  records  the  number  of  marriages  solemnized,  in  each  month, 
in  each  county  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  second  part  (pp. 
25 — 27)  records  the  facts  important  to  be  observed  in  statistical 
tables,  in  relation  to  the  ages  and  conditions  of  parties  to  marriage. 

Tables  III,  IV  and  V  relate  to  Deaths. 

Table  III,  in  four  parts,  records  the  causes  of  death.  In  the 
first  part  (pp.  28 — ^36),  against  the  names  of  the  respective  dis- 
eases, alphabetically  arranged,  is  recorded  the  number  of  persons 
who  died  of  the  same  during  the  year,  with  a  specification  of  the 
sex,  proximate  age,  month  of  decease,  and  place  of  birth,  so  far 
as  to  distinguish  between  natives  of  the  American  town  where 
they  died,  other  Americans,  and  foreigners.  The  second  part 
(pp.  36 — 39),  against  the  names  of  the  diseases,  scientifically  ar- 
ranged, presents  the  number  of  deaths  therefrom  m  the  several 
counties. 

The  third  part  of  Table  III  (pp.  42 — 46)  presents  a  synopsis  of 
the  number  of  deaths  from  each  disease,  or  other  cause,  which 
took  place,  according  to  the  returns,  in  1847,  and  the  two  preced- 
ing years  respectively.  The  proportion  of  the  number  of  each 
class,  in  each  year,  to  the  number  of  10,000,  is  carried  out  in  three 
other  columns,  afibrding  the  means  of  a  perfect  comparison  of  the 
proportional  mortality  from  different  causes,  so  far  as  the  returns 
furnish  the  requisite  materials.  The  fourth  part  of  the  same  table 
(p.  46),  under  the  heads  of  the  respective  counties,  exhibits  the 
returns  of  stillborn  children,  with  a  specification  of  the  sex. 

Table  IV  (pp.  47—50),  designed  to  illustrate  the  influence  of 
occupation  on  longevity,  exhibits  the  number,  and  average  age  at 
the  time  of  death,  of  persons  engaged  respectively  in  the  different 
employments  of  life,  as  shown  by  the  returns  of  1847,  and  the  two 
preceding  years. 
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Table  Y  (p.  61),  designed  to  furnish  some  illustration  of  the 
influence  of  domestic  condition  on  longevity,  exhibits,  against  each 
county,  an  abstract  of  the  returns  of  the  number,  sex,  and  age  of 
persons  deceased  in  the  last  registration  year,  under  the  divisions 
of  single,  married,  and  widowed. 

Which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

JOHN  G.  PALFREY,  Secretary. 
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BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS, 

Returned  to  the  Secretary's  Office,  for  ike  three  years  ending  April 
30th,  1845,  1846,  and  1847. 


BIRTHS. 

MARRIAGES. 

DEATHS. 

COUHTIM  AWD  Towns. 

PopuIatioD 
in  184a 

1845. 

1846. 

1847. 

1846. 

1846. 

1847. 

1846. 

1846. 

1847. 

SUFFOLK. 

BoetOD,      ... 

93,383 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

Chelsea,     -        -        . 

2,390 

147 

134 

180 

22 

29 

30 

94 

30 

98 

North  Chelsea,  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10 

Totals,  - 

95,773 

147 

134 

180 

22 

29 

40 

94 

30 

98 

ESSEX. 

Amesbary, 

2,471 

50 

50 

45 

11 

19 

18 

35 

48 

35 

Andover,   -        -        - 

5,207 

118 

162 

138 

30 

30 

38 

85 

75 

62 

Beverly,     -        -        - 

4,689 

. 

109 

146 

. 

46 

32 

. 

6J 

115 

Boxford,    - 

942 

18 

34 

25 

7 

10 

4 

12 

11 

29 

Bradford,   - 

2,222 

55 

41 

49 

14 

17 

16 

24 

44 

43 

Danvers,    -        -        - 

5,0-20 

194 

208 

199 

50 

61 

56 

89 

97 

83 

Essex, 

1,450 

19 

39 

80 

11 

17 

10 

17 

22 

95 

Georgetown, 

1,540 

56 

47 

61 

14 

18 

7 

15 

16 

28 

Gloucester, 

6,350 

229 

192 

202 

52 

79 

76 

12) 

139 

170 

Hamilton,  -        -        - 

818 

16 

24 

15 

9 

12 

6 

18 

11 

12 

Haverhill,  -        -        - 

4,336 

106 

104 

. 

38 

41 

46 

74 

58 

21 

Ipswich,     -        -       - 

3,000 

- 

2 

42 

27 

22 

18 

42 

54 

44 

Lawrence, 

. 

. 

- 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

- 

Lynn, 

9,367 

296 

335 

306 

90 

94 

63 

200 

206 

235 

Lvnnfield,  -        -        - 
Manchester, 

707 

15 

24 

19 

3 

10 

8 

11 

15 

8 

1,355 

54 

45 

64 

20 

11 

17 

40 

43 

44 

Marblehead, 

5,575 

164 

207 

202 

66 

41 

41 

118 

102 

171 

Methuen,  -        -        - 

2,251 

46 

7J 

108 

16 

27 

21 

49 

38 

79 

Middleton, 

657 

17 

18 

18 

5 

4 

5 

9 

11 

15 

Newbury,  -        -        - 

3,789 

8 

67 

41 

20 

26 

36 

31 

49 

60 

Newburyport,     - 

7,161 

227 

220 

253 

67 

99 

101 

115 

114 

140 

Rockport,  -        -        . 

2,650 

78 

87 

89 

27 

21 

. 

31 

SB 

57 

Rowley,     - 

1,203 

19 

24 

18 

7 

7 

7 

18 

20 

14 

Salem,       -        -        - 

15,082 

225 

265 

250 

122 

134 

125 

244 

297 

339 

Salisbury,  -        -        - 

2,739 

56 

60 

6J 

21 

20 

27 

39 

51 

33 

Saugus,     -        -        - 

1,098 

321    35 

40 

8 

13 

5 

15 

14 

SI 

Topsfield,  - 

1,059 

34 

35 

19 

9 

10 

4 

23 

18 

15 

Wenham,  -        -        - 

689 

14 

17 

. 

6 

7 

. 

10 

8 

. 

West  Newbury, 

1,560 

29 

5 

46 

8 
758 

12 
908 

15 
802 

19 
1504 

13 
1673 

11 

TotalB>  - 

94,987 

2175 

j2527 

2486 

1909 
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SIXTH  REGISTRATION  REPORT. 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS— Omimtieif. 


BIRTHS. 

MARRIAGES  | 

DEATHS. 

PopalatioD 
in  1840. 

Ck>DirTiX8  ASD  Towns. 

1845. 

1846. 

1847. 

1845. 

1846. 

1847. 

1845. 

1846. 

1847. 

MIDDLESEX. 

Acton,       -        -        - 

1121 

7 

. 

. 

14 

8 

9 

22 

18 

26 

Ashby,       - 

1246 

- 

7 

- 

8 

5 

11 

26 

15 

31 

Ashland,    -        -        . 

. 

. 

13 

23 

. 

3 

11 

. 

1 

8 

Bedford,    ... 

929 

27 

23 

28 

11 

6 

6 

17 

13 

23 

Billerica,    -        -        - 

1632 

54 

32 

22 

18 

13 

2 

17 

25 

20 

Boxborough, 

426 

9 

8 

8 

3 

2 

3 

5 

6 

9 

Brighton,   -        -        - 

Burlin^on, 

Cambndji^, 

1425 

60 

50 

63 

8 

16 

12 

24 

22 

17 

510 

16 

13 

12 

3 

2 

8 

4 

3 

8 

8409 

354 

342 

431 

74 

73 

62 

110 

155 

190 

Carlisle,     - 

556 

11 

12 

6 

4 

4 

5 

9 

7 

3 

Charlestown, 

11,484 

387 

482 

437 

142 

139 

134 

228 

268 

374 

Chelmsford, 

1697 

50 

36 

47 

13 

8 

14 

13 

15 

29 

Concord,    -        -        - 

1784 

44 

56 

. 

17 

15 

13 

27 

21 

21 

Dracut,      -        -        . 

2)88 

71 

. 

58 

15 

. 

41 

. 

- 

22 

DuDstoble, 

603 

11 

9 

8 

3 

. 

6 

10 

5 

10 

Framingham,     - 

3030 

78 

98 

79 

32 

10 

19 

14 

21 

. 

Groton,      -        -        . 

2139 

59 

54 

13 

15 

14 

9 

50 

44 

13 

Holliston,  ... 

1782 

41 

62 

59 

14 

7 

20 

88 

26 

31 

Hopkinton, 

2245 

65 

74 

49 

28 

21 

10 

41 

25 

34 

Lezinffton, 

Lincoln,     -        .        • 

1642 

30 

81 

27 

12 

12 

14 

16 

18 

12 

686 

5 

15 

7 

5 

4 

7 

4 

4 

8 

Littleton,   -        -        - 

927 

. 

2 

6 

. 

8 

. 

. 

18 

13 

Lowell,      .        -        . 

20,796 

664 

656 

772 

397 

407 

584 

309 

430 

690 

Maiden,     -        -        - 

2514 

86 

71 

71 

14 

21 

27 

47 

46 

69 

Marlborough,     - 

2101 

5:^ 

48 

63 

28 

19 

23 

25 

36 

26 

Medford,    -        .        - 

2478 

78 

90 

83 

83 

25 

17 

36 

42 

53 

Natick,      .        -        - 

1285 

51 

54 

10 

15 

11 

12 

31 

20 

5 

Newton,    -        -        . 

3351 

4 

1 

4 

20 

9 

28 

26 

74 

60 

Pepperell,  -       -        . 

1571 

38 

39 

44 

12 

7 

16 

20 

14 

24 

Reading,    -        -        . 

2193 

60 

74 

45 

16 

20 

15 

34 

85 

44 

Sherburne, 

995 

17 

23 

22 

8 

11 

6 

9 

10 

12 

Shirley,     - 

957 

36 

27 

27 

8 

6 

9 

18 

13 

18 

Somerville, 

. 

55 

. 

51 

3 

. 

19 

8 

• 

South  Reading,  - 

1517 

41 

40 

30 

27 

14 

18 

22 

20 

34 

Stoneham,  -        -        . 

1017 

34 

36 

50 

8 

12 

14 

21 

14 

19 

Stow,         .        -        - 

1230 

2 

3 

. 

10 

8 

6 

8 

1 

1 

Sudbuiy,   -        -        - 

1422 

37 

35 

35 

13 

11 

9 

15 

14 

20 

Tewksbury, 

906 

- 

22 

7 

. 

11 

5 

. 

16 

17 

Townsend, 

1892 

53 

39 

49 

8 

6 

13 

25 

28 

33 

Tyngsborough,  - 
Waltham,  - 

870 
2504 

19 
61 

23 

60 

17 
93 

4 
24 

3 
41 

2 

40 

9 
35 

12 
35 

12 
51 

Watertown, 

1810 

60 

_ 

71 

6 

15 

17 

25 

. 

Wayland,  - 

998 

27 

21 

19 

5 

10 

12 

10 

15 

18 

West  Cambridge, 

1363 

46 

42 

42 

. 

26 

18 

. 

21 

32 

Westford,  - 

1436 

12 

14 

29 

8 

4 

7 

14 

10 

11 

Weeton,    -        - 

1092 

18 

22 

20 

8 

8 

15 

14 

13 

14 

Wilmington, 

859 

23 

33 

21 

12 

10 

8 

17 

12 

15 

Wobiirn,    - 

2993 

94 

119 

113 

42 

34 

30 

53 

61 

63 

Totals,   .        -        . 

106,611 

3050 

3011 

3171 

1168 

1119 

1386 

1506 

1722 

2243 
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BIRTHS,  &c.  FOR  THREE  YEARS. 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS-Cwriwiwrf. 

BIRTHS. 

MARRIAGES. 

DEATHS. 

COUHTIM  AKD  ToWHB. 

Population 

in  1840. 

1845. 

1846. 

1847. 

1845. 

1846. 

1847. 

1845. 

1846.  1847. 

WORCESTER. 

Ashburnham,      - 

1652 

32 

49 

66 

10 

11 

11 

38 

25     41 

Athol,        ... 

1591 

51 

45 

5:^ 

8 

13 

13 

33 

32,    37 

Auburn,     ... 

649 

2;^ 

16 

20 

6 

6 

6 

6 

10     19 

Barre, 

2751 

C8 

64 

6ti 

12 

27 

20 

35 

40     67 

Berlin,       ... 

763 

24 

13 

le 

6 

6 

2 

9 

7      9 

Blackatone, 

. 

63 

93 

133 

1 

22 

20 

34     83 

Bolton,       - 

1186 

30 

29 

29 

6 

9 

6 

19 

15,     10 

Boylstdn,   -        .        - 

797 

15 

18 

23 

7 

6 

5 

9 

10     15 

Brookfield, 

2472 

62 

56 

62 

9 

23 

17 

27 

23,    64 

Charlton,   - 

2117 

9 

6 

15 

11 

14 

10 

30 

27     35 

Dana,         ... 

691 

24 

26 

31 

6 

6 

5 

11 

13       6 

Douglas,    ... 
Dudley,     - 

1617 

. 

48 

4:i 

19 

10 

24     23 

1352 

41 

40 

3;i 

10 

8 

8 

19 

17     17 

Fitchburg, 

2604 

91 

85 

124 

37 

84 

42 

56 

73,    87 

Gardner,    ... 

1260 

44 

3^ 

42 

11 

17 

14 

18 

25!    31 

Grafton,     ... 

2943 

111 

115 

lOti 

28 

24 

32 

64 

62,    45 

Hard  wick, ... 

1789 

33 

29 

34 

18 

15 

10 

30 

30;     22 

Harvard,    .        .        _ 

1571 

33 

26 

31 

13 

8 

11 

2J 

36     22 

Holden,     .        .        - 

1874 

70 

69 

73 

25 

19 

16 

36 

36 

30 

Hubbardstoo,     - 

1784 

33 

52 

67 

17 

14 

17 

28 

34 

41 

Lancaster, ... 

2019 

7 

9 

9 

17 

27 

35 

17 

16 

33 

Leicester,  .        -        - 

1707 

47 

43 

34 

14 

17 

14 

24 

27 

34 

Leominster, 

2069 

64 

61 

64 

11 

18 

16 

28 

40 

39 

Lunenburg, 

1272 

1 

23 

10 

4 

3 

7 

18 

17 

16 

Mendon,    -        .        . 

3524 

33 

38 

35 

17 

4 

4 

48 

18 

19 

Milford,     - 

1773 

61 

56 

84 

43 

37 

23 

43 

31 

33 

Millbury.   -        . 

2171 

69 

60 

65 

24 

12 

38 

34 

30 

41 

New  Braintree,  . 

752 

10 

8 

14 

6 

2 

4 

9 

13 

22 

North  Brookfield, 

1485 

44 

32 

60 

14 

9 

12 

14 

27 

21 

Northborough,    - 

1248 

29 

10 

12 

19 

13 

18 

22 

17 

21 

Northbridge, 

1449 

46 

49 

74 

13 

25 

16 

46 

25 

37 

Oakham,    ... 

1038 

3! 

12 

29 

13 

10 

13 

12 

20 

13 

Oxford,      -        .        . 

1742 

63 

36 

7 

16 

22 

12 

31 

31 

5 

Pazton,      ... 

670 

24 

27 

27 

5 

4 

7 

16 

13 

19 

Petersham, 

1775 

34 

34 

19 

10 

9 

8 

10 

23 

20 

Phillipstoo, 

919 

16 

21 

It. 

6 

4 

4 

10 

13 

12 

Princeton, 

1347 

44 

30 

2? 

11 

5 

10 

35 

25 

12 

Royalston, 

1667 

44 

36 

11 

13 

12 

14 

19 

32 

21 

Rutland,    ... 

1260 

30 

19 

31 

7 

13 

12 

18 

26 

29 

Shrewsbury, 

1481 

24 

24 

32 

7 

5 

10 

26 

18 

82 

Southborough,    - 

1145 

3-2 

19 

2ti 

14 

14 

4 

22 

26 

23 

Southbridge, 

2031 

29 

55 

68 

20 

23 

12 

22 

38 

82 

Spencer,    ... 

1604 

54 

50 

65 

18 

13 

13 

22 

18 

28 

Sterling,    ... 

1647 

3c 

40 

42 

18 

11 

12 

6 

30 

26 

Sturbridge, 

2005 

3fi 

51 

48 

6 

14 

7 

34 

29 

86 

Sutton,       ... 

2370 

52 

66 

60 

22 

21 

14 

45 

45 

30 

Terapleton, 

1776 

37 

27 

8 

14 

10 

19 

28 

29 

80 

Upton, 

1466 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

„ 

26 

Uxbridge,  ... 

2004 

68 

62 

52 

21 

27 

19 

42 

48 

38 

Warren,     -        -        - 

1290 

3f) 

42 

44 

8 

9 

10 

23 

22 

28 

Webster,  - 

1403 

6: 

44 

34 

6 

10 

9 

18 

2^ 

23 
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SIXTH  REGISTRATION  REPORT. 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS— Continued. 


BIRTHS. 

MARRIAGES 

DEATHS. 

Population 
in  1840. 

COVVTITB  AVD  TOWITS. 

1845. 
33 

1846. 
47 

1847 
50 

1845. 
16 

1846. 
14 

1847. 

18 

1845. 

1846. 

1847. 

West  Boylston,  - 

1187 

29 

29 

36 

Weetboroagh,    - 

1658 

. 

39 

33 

14 

7 

6 

. 

38 

35 

Westminster,     - 

1H45 

52 

54 

6 

13 

10 

20 

23 

44 

28 

Winchendon,     - 

1754 

35 

30 

50 

14 

22 

22 

. 

17     23 

Worcester, 

7497 

- 

313 

435 

79 
793 

116 
871 

97 
834 

230 

273  302 

Totals,  - 

95,313 

2116 

2474 

2691 

1527 

1734  1881 

HAMPSHIRE. 

Amherst,    -        -        - 

2550 

76 

77 

72 

19 

25 

12 

54 

51     39 

Belchertown,      - 

2554 

23 

20 

70 

16 

20 

23 

26 

32     49 

Chesterfield, 

1132 

- 

- 

. 

5 

. 

12 

15 

-       17 

Cummington, 

1237 

24 

4 

5 

17 

15 

7 

10 

6,      6 

EasthamptoD,     - 

717 

18 

13 

- 

2 

7 

2 

13 

2!       8 

Enfield,      - 

976 

17 

26 

26 

7 

15 

10 

13 

15     10 

Goshen,     -        -        - 

556 

11 

16 

b 

4 

3 

4 

10 

10       3 

Granby,     -        -        - 

971 

16 

26 

7 

9 

3 

6 

16 

21     13 

Greenwich, 

824 

15 

15 

12 

3 

10 

3 

16 

23       9 

Hadley,      -        -        - 

1814 

35 

52 

51 

14 

. 

13 

26 

26i    32 

Hatfield,    -        -        - 

933 

28 

20 

37 

3 

4 

4 

14 

19     18 

Middlefield, 

1717 

35 

20 

14 

2 

11 

4 

13 

4     13 

Northampton,     - 

3750 

137 

111 

102 

18 

17 

11 

54 

74     73 

Norwich,   -        -        - 

750 

14 

20 

- 

2 

1 

. 

27 

7     - 

Pelham,     - 

956 

14 

18 

- 

5 

5 

7 

- 

- 

Plainfield,  - 

910 

2 

13 

20 

6 

3 

6 

13 

10     14 

Prescott,    .        -        - 

780 

. 

7 

13 

. 

7 

6 

- 

lOl    14 

South  Hadley,    - 

1458 

44 

48 

27 

7 

14 

11 

19 

32 

18 

Southimpton,     - 

1157 

25 

25 

15 

11 

9 

14 

13 

20 

19 

Ware,        -        - 

1890 

38 

62 

64 

33 

30 

22 

35 

- 

31 

Westhampton,    - 

759 

16 

17 

16 

2 

1 

1 

9 

22 

5 

Williamsburg,    - 

1309 

29 

27 

26 

6 

4 

4 

19 

25 

21 

Worthington,     - 

1197 

36 

39 

25 

8 
199 

5 
209 

6 

188 

15 
430 

11 
439 

28 

Totals,   - 

30,897 

653 

676 

610 

440 

HAMPDEN. 

Blandford,  - 

1427 

20 

24 

32 

2 

11 

9 

17 

17 

9 

Brimfield,  -        -        - 

1419 

16 

28 

16 

5 

14 

11 

18 

31 

25 

Chester,     - 

16:)2 

34 

30 

29 

• 

9 

6 

7 

11 

11 

Granville,  -        -        - 

1414 

22 

31 

29 

3 

13 

7 

5 

26 

. 

Holland,    -        .        - 

423 

. 

14 

1 

5 

5 

1 

3 

8 

9 

Longmeadow,     - 

1270 

21 

26 

26 

10 

8 

5 

25 

26 

22 

Ludlow,     .        -        - 

1268 

36 

19 

. 

13 

14 

12 

33 

26 

28 

Monson,     -        -        - 

2151 

59 

59 

45 

4 

9 

12 

41 

27 

46 

Montgomery, 

740 

14 

9 

9 

4 

4 

3 

10 

8 

8 

Palmer,      -        -        - 

2139 

54 

69 

72 

14 

26 

12 

. 

. 

• 

Russell,     - 

955 

. 

. 

20 

. 

. 

1 

. 

. 

1 

South  wick, 

1214 

34 

32 

31 

7 

6 

5 

13 

29 

18 

Springfield, 

10,985 

405 

417 

509 

67 

78 

95 

191 

269 

267 

Tolland,     - 

627 

19 

4 

17 

2 

3 

6 

12 

6 

8 

Wales,       - 

686 

15 

15 

17 

3 

4 

1 

7 

15 

13 

West  Springfield, 

3626 

60 

- 

- 

24 

12 

16 

36 

33 

25 
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BIRTHS,  &c.  FOR  THREE  YEARS. 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGBS  AND  DEATHS— CWmtKi. 


CODHTIXS  AVD  TOWITS. 

Population 
iol840. 

BIRTHS. 

MARRIAGES. 

DEATHS. 

1845. 

1846 

96 
28 

901 

18 
32 
23 

19 
29 

54 

9 

23 

25 
18 
34 
22 

9 
36 
28 

48 
1 
27 
17 
12 
10 
4 
26 

1847. 

100 
29 

982 

25 
24 
2()' 
28 
52 

43 
12 

16 

15 
18 
»> 
18 
7 

42 
18 

43 

26 

11 

20 

4 

27 

1845. 

1846. 

1847. 

1845 

57 
34 

509 

a3 

7 

9 

10 

30 

21 
5 
9 

8 
22 
13 
10 

12 

31 

22 
11 
10 
11 
5 
23 
11 
15 

331 

78 

2 

31 

14 
5 
3 

12 

16 
11 
40 
29 

1846 

1847. 

Westfield,  -        .        - 
Wilbraham, 

Totals,  -        -        - 

FRANKLIN. 

Ashfield,    .        .        - 
Bernardston, 
Buckland,  - 
Charlemonty 
Coleraine,  -        -        - 
Conway,    -        -        - 
Deerfield,  -        -        - 
Erving,      -        -        - 
Gill,.        .        .        . 
Greenfield, 

Hawley,     -        -        - 
Heath,       ... 
Leverett,    -        -        - 
Leyden,     -        -        - 
Blonroe,     .       .       - 
Blonlague, 
New  Salem, 
Northfield,         -        . 
Orange,     -        -        - 
Rowe,        -        .        - 
Bhelbume, 
Shutesbury, 
Sunderland, 
Warwick,  - 
Wendell,  -        -        - 
Whately,   -        -        - 

3526 
1864 

37,366 

1610 

992 

1084 

1127 

1971 

1409 

1912 

309 

798 

1756 

977 

895 

875 

6:}2 

282 

1255 

1.105 

lr,73 

1501 

703 

1022 

987 

719 

1071 

875 

1072 

99 
29 

937 

37 
20 
19 
35 
35 

51 
10 
14 

3 
13 
29 
29 

9 
11 

35 

32 
13 
3:) 
24 
10 
35 
4 
27 

15 
15 

193 

3 

10 

7 

3 

12 

15 
3 
4 
2 
3 

8 
3 

2 

6 

5 

15 

3 

10 
13 

1 

8 

5 

10 

21 
15 

252 

8 

7 

8 

10 

11 

8 
1 
4 
13 
6 

"4 

6 

13 

13 

12 
9 
2 
8 
3 
5 

14 
17 

233 

4 
2 
5 

8 
8 

"e 
1 

7 
9 
8 

1 
2 
0 
9 
9 

15 

11 
9 
4 
6 
4 

11 

64 
18 

614 

32 
13 
12 
15 
23 

20 
3 

7 

'8 

'9 
25 

1 
16 
18 

27 

19 
1 
8 
11 
15 
12 

295 

45 

4 

14 

4 

10 
3 

15 
17 

20 
32 

26 

47 
27 

564 

16 
11 
16 
15 

28 

30 
4 
9 

12 
4 
20 
10 
3 
26 
12 

31 

17 

6 

20 

4 

18 

Totals,  -       -       - 

BERKSHIRE. 
Adams,      -        -        • 
Alford,       -        -        - 
Becket,      - 
Boston  Comer,  - 
Cheshire,  -        -        - 
Clarksburg, 
Dalton,      - 
Egremont,  -        *        - 
Florida,     - 
Great  Barrington, 
Hancock,  -        .        - 
Hinsdale,  ... 
Lanesborough,   - 
Lee,           ... 
Lenox,       -        -        - 
Monterey,  -        -       - 

•^t,812 

3703 
481 

1342 

65 

985 

370 

1255 

icm 

441 
2704 
922 
955 
1140 
2428 
1313 

528 

102 
10 
29 

i! 

28 
5 

19 
21 
18 
34 
39 

5*24 

114 
13 
20 

11 

43 

23 

7 

18 
17 
21 
26 
29 

501 

115 

16 

5 
26 
12 
12 

23 
41 
27 
32 

44 

151 

15 
4 

7 

"2 
2 
3 

"i 

7 

151 

8 
8 

1 

1 
2 
1 
2 

6 

10 
5 

141 

16 
3 
7 

2 
1 

4 

0 
3 

1 

11 
8 

312 

64 
5 

7 

3 
2 

7 
18 
26 
60 
24 
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SIXTH  REGISTRATION  REPORT. 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS— Omitnved. 


BIRTHS. 

MAKRIAGES. 

DEATHS. 

CoUHTlKt  ASD  TOWHB. 

in  1840. 

1845 

1846. 
20 

1847 
1» 

1846. 

1846 
1 

1847. 
1 

1845. 

1846. 

1847. 

Mount  WadhingtODy    - 

438 

. 

1 

4 

New  Aehford,     - 

227 

2 

3 

4 

1 

. 

2 

. 

3 

2 

New  Marlborough,     - 

1682 

28 

35 

49 

9 

13 

1 

11 

23 

30 

Oliii,          -        -        - 

1177 

28 

- 

2{> 

2 

. 

4 

b 

• 

12 

Peru, 

576 

12 

12 

13 

5 

3 

2 

3 

15 

5 

Pittafield,  -        -        - 

8747 

101 

108 

14(' 

3 

7 

8 

61 

76 

105 

Richmond, 

1097 

11 

20 

24 

3 

6 

1 

10 

15 

15 

SandUfield, 

1464  . 

- 

- 

. 

11 

. 

. 

92 

. 

- 

Savoy, 

915 

6 

5 

3 

4 

4 

4 

1 

5 

9 

Sheffield,  - 

2322 

78 

es 

5V 

7 

13 

16 

35 

41 

96 

StockbridgB, 

1992 

33 

:>3 

59 

9 

6 

3 

25 

39 

- 

Tyrin^ham, 
Washington, 

1477 

- 

- 

U 

- 

. 

5 

. 

. 

5 

991 

29 

20 

21 

1 

2 

2 

14 

10 

8 

West  Stockbridge,     - 

1448 

49 

40 

00 

4 

6 

5 

16 

23 

11 

WilliamstowD,    - 

2153 

78 

51 

4b 

11 

3 

2 

22 

22 

14 

Windsor,  - 

897 

12 

12 

12 

6 

6 

3 

9 

12 

6 

Totals,  - 

41,745 

822 

806 

873 

132 

114 

115 

1^ 

465 

478 

NORFOLK. 

Bellingham, 

1055 

12 

8 

5 

2 

S 

9 

8 

7 

7 

Braintree,  -        -        - 

2168 

69 

47 

. 

6 

18 

- 

27 

- 

. 

Brookline, 

i:J65 

21 

44 

34 

8 

IH 

5 

25 

21 

23 

Canton,      -        -        - 

1995 

27 

11 

13 

7 

21 

14 

»i 

26 

52 

Cohasset,  -        -        - 

1471 

33 

26 

a5 

10 

19 

18 

18 

20 

80 

Dedham,    -        -        - 

8290 

96 

94 

91 

S3 

30 

37 

70 

52 

61 

Dorchester, 

4875 

91 

186 

227 

47 

49 

46 

79 

93 

130 

Dover,       ... 

520 

6 

8 

3 

3 

8 

4 

8 

5 

6 

Foxborongh, 

1298 

51 

37 

54 

17 

19 

15 

18 

28 

26 

Franklin,   -        -        - 

1717 

33 

41 

59 

5 

9 

11 

29 

32 

15 

Medfield,  -       -        - 

883 

18 

16 

16 

J 

5 

4 

7 

18 

12 

Medway,  -        -        - 

2043 

65 

61 

$^ 

2b 

32 

18 

26 

21 

25 

Milton,      -        .        - 

1822 

58 

52 

47 

16 

11 

14 

25 

25 

28 

Needham,  -        -       - 

1488 

33 

36 

48 

4 

6 

13 

17 

85 

18 

Quincy,     - 
Randolph,  -        -        - 

3486 

123 

136 

121 

21 

32 

25 

53 

48 

61 

3213 

138 

121 

141 

28 

31 

15 

55 

€1 

77 

R'Xbaiy,  -        -        - 

9089 

411 

40 

447 

78 

98 

84 

- 

286 

Slaron,      .       .       . 

1076 

22 

16 

23 

12 

r 

7 

14 

12 

17 

Si«  ughtoD,         - 

2142 

86 

95 

72 

S« 

88 

39 

96 

do 

44 

Valpole,  -        -       . 

lt91 

. 

25 

28 

. 

id 

14 

. 

7 

17 

Weymouth, 

3738 

139 

140 

187 

85 

36 

37 

<& 

64 

48 

Wreatham, 

2915 

59 

67 

70 

16 

25 

22 

48 

99 

ai 

Totals,  - 

53,140 

1501 

1707 

1716 

404 

528 

451 

657 

624 

964 

BRISTOL. 

Attleboroagh,    - 

3585 

81 

88 

100 

d5 

31 

19 

66 

79 

60 

Berkley,    .       .        - 

886 

12 

19 

85 

2 

7 

8 

36 

15 

93 

Dartmouth, 

4135 

92 

108 

69 

d7 

28 

30 

- 

- 

- 

Dighton,    -        -        - 

1378 

47 

40 

46 

7 

9 

15 

82 

17 

17 

Gaston,      -        -        - 

2074 

53 

56 

59 

19 

8 

19 

39 

95 

ai 

FairfaaTen, 

3951 

107 

- 

- 

34 

29 

37 

45 

93 

S8 
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BIRTHS,  &c.  FOR  THREE  YEARS. 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS— Omiintied 


BIRTHS. 

MARRIAGES. 

DEATHS. 

C0UHTIX8  AHD  TOWV8. 

Population 
in  1840. 

1 

1845.  1846. 

1 

1847 

1845. 

1846. 

1847. 
92 

1845. 

1846. 

1847. 

Fall  River, 

erm 

379  393 

401 

Ti 

82 

55 

110 

196 

Freetown,  ... 

1772 

43,    24 

Id 

10 

8 

12 

31 

24 

16 

Mansfield, 

1382 

43     31 

34 

12 

16 

32 

17 

21 

35 

New  Bedford,    - 

12,087 

435  477 

418 

114 

151 

140 

175 

249 

189 

Norton,      -        .        - 

i545 

29,    45 

29 

8 

8 

7 

6 

4 

3 

Pawtucket, 

2184 

89  127 

140 

13 

16 

9 

16 

29 

Raynham,  -        -        - 

l:«9 

40       2 

46 

4 

9 

8 

19 

10 

21 

Rehoboih,  -        .        - 

2169 

55 

45 

5<) 

. 

15 

8 

25 

38 

30 

Seekonk,   ... 

WJ6 

9 

. 

53 

9 

13 

39 

Somerset,  -        -        - 

1005 

14 

2fJ 

24 

6 

6 

11 

24 

20 

21 

Swanzej,  ... 

1484 

32 

37 

34 

11 

11 

9 

15 

21 

18 

Taunton,   -        -        - 

7645 

219 

244 

295 

43 

60 

58 

73 

55 

81 

Weslport,  - 

28-^ 

73     50 

52 

2 

419 

15 

499 

20 
"532 

32 

719 

27 
779 

49 

Touls,  - 

60,165 

18521812 

1903 

871 

PLYMOUTH. 

Abingtoo,  ... 

3214 

. 

. 

91 

99 

. 

43 

. 

. 

65 

Bridge  water, 

2131 

71 

57 

50 

12 

12 

12 

40 

27 

36 

Carver,      ... 

995 

30 

21 

13 

14 

8 

2 

1 

Dux  bury,  ... 

2798 

. 

10 

8 

10 

19 

_ 

« 

East  Bridgewater, 

1950 

58 

49 

25 

11 

25 

17 

19 

26 

24 

Halifax,     - 

734 

36 

27 

27 

2 

6 

6 

21 

13 

20 

Hanover,    -        .        - 

1488 

18 

18 

30 

14 

12 

11 

16 

17 

14 

Hanson,     .        -        - 

1040 

. 

15 

27 

« 

3 

17 

« 

13 

17 

Hingham,  ... 

35()4 

86 

87 

84 

23 

20 

29 

61 

44 

60 

Hull,          -        .        . 

2:U 

6 

3 

1 

2 

1 

0 

7 

1 

0 

Kingston,  -        .        - 

1440 

32 

31 

3^? 

16 

11 

19 

25 

15 

13 

Marshfield, 

1761 

41 

45 

38 

16 

10 

13 

2.3 

25 

24 

Middleborougb,  - 

5085 

. 

. 

North  Bridgewater,    - 

2616 

70 

91 

82 

35 

21 

29 

32 

44 

46 

Pembroke, 

1258 

33 

31 

27 

2 

3 

IC 

19 

21 

15 

Plymouth,  -        -        - 

5281 

122 

164 

167 

41 

42 

4(; 

110 

67 

96 

Plympton, .        .        - 

8:34 

19 

19 

23 

10 

11 

17 

10 

12 

17 

Rochester, 

3864 

. 

112 

m\ 

. 

. 

29 

« 

48 

82 

Scituate,    - 

3886 

84 

85 

89 

22 

21 

20 

43 

43 

48 

Wareham, 

2002 

66 

75 

85 

11 

29 

24 

22 

32 

38 

West  Bridgewater,     - 

1201 

39 
811 

36 
96() 

37 

1040 

9 

288 

11 
254 

360 

16 
484 

14 

462 

23 

Totals,  -        -        . 

47,373 

638 

BARNSTABLE, 

Barnstable, 

430! 

10 

20 

21 

38 

42 

29 

38 

43 

57 

Brewster,  -        -        - 

1522 

44 

43 

37 

7 

15 

18 

22 

12 

26 

Chatham,  -        .        - 

2:m 

35 

65 

58 

15 

24 

31 

35 

28 

37 

Dennis,      .        -        - 

2942 

. 

« 

Easthnm,    - 

955 

13 

7 

17 

12 

10 

9 

14 

10 

9 

Falmouth, 

2589 

m 

56 

47 

20 

19 

13 

37 

25 

48 

Harwich,   .        -        - 

2930 

105 

111 

108 

23 

20 

27 

34 

32 

49 

Marshpee, .        .        - 

309 

. 

Orleans,     ... 

lf)74 

45 

39 

26 

8 

14 

20 

27 

31 

44 

Provincetown,    - 
2 

2122 

61 

73 

90 

22 

19 

27 

41 

28 

71 
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BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS— Ccmiinuei. 

COUHTIKS  AHD  ToWKi. 

PopaUtioo 
1111840. 

BIRTHS. 

MARRIAGES. 

DEATHS. 

1845. 

1846. 

101 

65 
67 

1847 

1845.1846 

1847. 

1845. 

1846. 

1847. 

Sandwich,  -        •        - 
Truro, 
Wellfleet,  - 
Yarmouth, 

3719 
1920 
2:^77 
2554 

118 
55 
44 
79 

104 

47 
74 

24     21 

20  - 
12'     16 

21  20 

14 

13 
16 

58 
30 
24 

48 

44 

15 
35 

55 

9 
46 

Totals,  - 

DUKES. 

Chilmark,  -        -        - 
EdfirartowD, 
Tisbuiy,    - 

32,548 

702 
1736 
15-^ 

675 

12 
55 

60 

647 

13 
5:1 
13 

629 

13 

36 
46 

222 

3 
10 
11 

24 

90 

220 

8 
8 
9 

25 

84 

217 

9 

18 
7 

34 
57 

408  303 

4      4 
26     27 
23     25 

451 

5 
18 
22 

Totals,   - 

NANTUCKET. 
Nantucket, 

3958 
9012 

127 
227 

79 
222 

95 
220 

53 
134 

56 
154 

45 

174 
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RECAPITULATION. 


COUITTIXS. 

Population 
in  1840. 

BIRTHS 

. 

MARRIAGES. 

DEATHS. 

1845. 

1846. 

1847. 

1845. 
22 

1846. 
29 

1847. 
40 

1845. 

1846. 

1847. 

Safiblk,   .        . 

95,773 

147 

134 

180 

94 

30 

98 

Essex,     -        . 

94,987     2175 

2527 

2486 

758 

908 

802 

1504 

1673 

1909 

Middlesex, 

106,611     3050 

3011 

3171 

1168 

1119 

1386 

1506 

1722 

2243 

Worcester,      - 

95,313 

2116 

2474 

2691 

793 

871 

834 

1527 

1734 

1881 

Hampshire, 

30,897 

653 

676 

610 

199 

209 

188 

430 

439 

440 

Hampden, 

37,366 

937 

901 

982 

193 

252 

233 

509 

614 

564 

Franklin, 

28,812 

528 

524 

501 

151 

151 

141 

331 

295 

312 

Berkshire, 

41,745 

822 

806 

873 

132 

114 

115 

488 

465 

473 

Norfolk,  .        - 

53,140 

1591 

1707 

1716 

404 

528 

451 

657 

624 

964 

Bristol,    - 

60,165 

1852 

1812 

1903 

419 

499 

SifA 

719 

779     871 

Plymouth, 

47,373 

811 

966 

1040 

288 

254 

360 

484 

462     638 

Barnstable, 

32,548 

675 

647 

629 

222 

220 

217 

408 

303     451 

Dukes,    .       - 

3,958 

127 

79 

95 

24 

25 

34 

53 

56      45 

Nantucket, 

9,012 

227 

222 

220 

90 

84 

57 

134 

154 

174 

Totals, 

737,700 

15,711 

16,486 

17,097 

4863 

5263 

5390 

8844 

935011063 

Total,  after  de- 
ductingr  Suffolk 
County,   - 

641,927 

15,564 

16,352 

16,917 

4841 

5234 

5350 

8750 

9320 

10965 
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NOTES. 


Some  of  the  returns  were  accompanied  with  remarks  by  the 
town  clerks.  From  these,  the  following  notes  have  been  com- 
piled with  a  view  to  show  the  condition  of  registration  through 
the  State,  the  practical  operation  of  existing  laws  on  the  subject, 
and  the  views  of  the  town  clerks  in  regard  to  amendments. 


SUFFOLK  COUNTY. 

Chelsea. — Marriages.  "I  presume  there  has  been  quite  a  namber  which 
have  not  been  returned  to  this  office." 

No  Return  of  births,  marriages  or  deaths  from  Borion;  and  of  births  or 
deaths  from  J^TorUi  CheUea, 

ESSEX  COUNTY. 

Ames  BURT. — Births.  "  These  returns  were  made  by  the  school  committee,  and 
are  probably  correct" 

Beverly. — "  AlUiough  these  returns  are  not  now  what  they  might  be  made  if 
all  did  their  duty,  yet  they  are  more  complete  than  any  previously  forwarded  from 
here,  and  I  think  that  the  arrangements  which  I  have  made  for  the  future  will 
hereafter  secure  you  pretty  accurate  returns,  always  excepting  the  marriages,  so 
long  as  clergymen  are  to  be  depended  upon  to  collect  and  furnish  the  particulars." 

Bradford. — Births.  '*The  school  committee  made  no  return."  [Return  of 
births  not  received  in  time  to  be  included  in  the  tables.] 

New  BURT. — Births.  '*  I  have  delayed  till  almost  the  last  hour  allowed  to  make 
my  return,  with  the  hope  and  expectation  that  our  school  committee  would  per- 
form the  part  obligatory  on  them ;  but  I  have  waited  in  vain,  or  nearly  so,  as  only 
two  of  the  board  have  taken  any  interest  in  obtaining  the  number  of  births  in  the 
town  for  the  year  ending  May  1, 1847.  My  return,  therefore,  is  imperfect,  which 
I  very  much  regret  1  think,  at  least,  there  must  have  been,  within  the  time  spec- 
ified, from  sixty  to  seventy,  whilst  I  am  only  able  to  retumybrfy-one." 

RocKPORT. — Marriages.  "Clergymen  have  been  prompt  and  faithful  in  mak- 
ing their  returns." — Deaths.  '*  Much  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  return,  to 
make  it  (as  it  is  believed  to  be)  quite  correct  The  causes  of  death  have  not  been 
put  down  at  random,  but  the  several  practising  physicians  of  the  town  have  been 
frequently  consulted,  each  of  whom  has  kindly  and  patiently  rendered  all  required 
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information.  One  of  the  sextons,  also,  has  faithfully  performed  his  duty."  [Re- 
turns received  too  late  to  be  included  in  the  tables.] 

Sauous. — ^^  If  the  Legislature  would  so  change  the  law  as  to  make  it  one 
person's  duty  to  do  the  business,  and  pay  him  for  it,  I  think  it  would  be  better 
done." 

No  Retubit  from  Wenham ;  and  of  births  from  HaverhUL  , 

MIDDLESEX  COUNTY. 

AcTow. — "  The  returns  are  not  made  in  full  to  me." 

AsHBT. — Births,  "The  school  committee  have  not  taken  any  pains  to  ascer- 
tain the  number  the  past  year." 

Ashland. — Deaths,  "I  suppose  the  whole  number  in  the  town  during  the 
year." 

Cambridge. — Births.  "  More  full  than  some  which  have  preceded  it  As  our 
city  contains  nearly  fifteen  thousand  inhabitants,  I  think  the  whole  number  of 
births  has  exceeded  five  hundred  during  the  year ;  one  of  our  principal  physicians 
says  *  at  least  six  hundred.' " — Marriages.  "  The  return  is  very  imperfect,  em- 
bracing less  than  half  the  marriages  which  have  probably  been  solemnized  in 
Cambridge  during  the  last  year.  In  that  period,  one  hundred  and  seventy-three 
certificates  of  publishment  were  issued  from  this  office,  in  one  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  of  which  the  female  party  was  of  Cambridge.  Of  this  number,  only 
fifty-two  are  here  returned,  the  other  ten  marriages  being  of  persons  not  here 

published,  neitlier  of  the  parties  residing  in  this  city.    Rev.  Mr. ,  of  the 

catholic  church,  who  probably  solemnizes  more  marriages  than  any  other  one  in- 
dividual in  Cambridge,  has  never  made  a  return  to  this  oflice.    Rev.  Mr. , 

of  one  of  the  unitarian  churches,  has  made  no  return  since  his  settlement  in 
Cambridge,  some  fourteen  or  fifVeen  years.  So  long  as  clergymen  disregard  the 
law  and  make  imperfect  returns,  or  none,  it  is  idle  to  hope  for  accuracy  or  full- 
ness in  the  general  annual  return  to  your  office." — Deaths.  "  The  return  em- 
braces nearly  all  which  have  occurred  during  the  year.  In  some  respects,  it  is 
imperfect,  but  it  is  the  best  which  the  materials  within  my  reach  enable  me  to 
make." 

Concord. — Births.  "I  have  not  received  the  returns  from  the  school  com- 
mittee." 

Groton. — BirtJts.  "  Not  all  returned  by  the  school  committee." — Marriages 
and  Deaths.    '^Accurate  and  complete." 

HoLLisTON. — "  This  law  is  getting  into  favor  as  its  operation  is  seen." — Births. 
•*  I  think  this  return  correct,  or  very  nearly  so.  Five  cents  each  is  quite  too 
small  a  fee  to  get  this  work  of  collecting  births  done  correctly." — Marriages.  *'I 
have  used  your  certificates  for  the  last  few  months,  and  clergymen  like  the  plan, 
as  our  filling  the  blanks  relieves  them  of  one  very  unpleasant  part  of  their  duty. 
I  think  our  fee  too  small  for  this ;  one  can  afibrd  to  pay  a  dollar  if  he  gets  a  good 
wife,  and  I  certainly  would  charge  him  nothing  in  any  difierent  state  of  the  case. 
I  think  the  return  is  nearly  correct.  The  proper  officers  are  yearly  using  more 
efibrts  to  perform  their  duty,  and  I  think  by  the  next,  they  may  be  perfect,  if  in- 
deed they  are  not  so  already.    I  think  the  registration  law  a  good  one,  deducting 
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a  few  small  imperfections,  and  hope  it  may  be  carried  into  effect  to  its  full 
extent" — Deaths,  ^This  return  is  believed  to  be  correct;  but  I  think  if  one 
person  should  collect  all  the  births  and  deaths,  and  have  a  fair  compensation  al- 
lowed him,  the  returns  would  be  more  perfect ;  the  compensation  is  so  small,  that 
obedience  to  the  law  and  the  importance  of  the  matter  are  the  chief  incentives 
to  the  work,  and  the  best  reason  why  they  are  obtained  so  well  as  they  are." 

Lexington. — Deaths,    "The  return  is  not  correct,  in  consequence  of  the  death 
of  one  of  the  sextons,  and  from  whom  no  return  has  been  received." 
Lincoln. — Marriages,    "  All  that  have  been  returned." 
Lowell. — Marriages,    "  The  list  is  believed  to  be  complete." 
Natick. — "When  I  made  the  last  annual  return  of  births,  marriages  and 
deaths  in  this  town,  T  thought  I  had  reason  to  believe  that  our  next  return  would 
be  more  perfect;  in  that  hope  I  have  been  wofully  disappointed.    No  return  has 
ever  been  so  meagre.    I  have  used  every  reasonable  means  in  my  power,  without 
resorting  to  physical  force,  to  accomplish  an  object  so  much  desired  as  a  correct 
return,  but  all  to  no  purpose.    The  law  is  a  dead  letter."    "  I  believe  the  town 
clerks  discharge  the  duties  of  their  office  with  as  strict  fidelity  as  any  grade  of 
officers  in  the  Commonwealth ;  but  the  Legislature  has  seen  fit  to  impose  a  fine  of 
ten  dollars  for  neglect  of  duty  in  making  their  returns,  while  all  other  persons, 
whose  duty  is  much  less  onerous,  go  free." 
Newton. — Births,    "Probably  above  one  hundred  in  reality." 
Ttnosborouoh. — Marriages.    "Most  of  our  people  go  to  Nashua,  N.  H., 
where  they  are  married  without  being  published." — Deaths.    "  The  sexton  has 
never  made  a  return  of  deaths ;  the  minutes  for  the  return  were  obtained  by  going 
to  the  sexton  and  copying  from  his  book  (very  imperfectly  kept),  and  by  informa- 
tion received  from  friends  of  the  deceased,  when  particularly  called  on  by  me." 

Westford. — Deaths.  "  I  am  unable  to  make  an  accurate  return,  although  I 
have  distributed  blanks  and  requested  that  they  should  be  filled  up  and  returned 
to  me.  The  return  contains  about  one  half  the  number  which  have  taken  place." 
WoBURN. — "The  returns  are  as  perfect  as  I  could  possibly  make  them;  I 
have  spent  more  time,  and  been  to  more  trouble  than  any  previous  year,  yet  it  is 
not  correct" — Births.  "  It  has  been  impossible  for  the  assessors  to  ascertain 
births  happening  in  some  families,  even  upon  inquiry  of  the  father  or  mother; 
some  forget,  when  called  upon  for  information,  tliat  any  event  of  the  kind  has 
happened  in  their  families,  it  being  with  them  an  occurrence  not  at  all  uncom- 
mon ;  others,  I  presume,  do  not  wish  to  have  it  known  that  the  population  of  the 
town  is  increasing  so  fast  as  it  actually  is.  The  following  will  show  the  number 
of  births  returned,  and  the  sources  from  which  the  information  is  derived."  "I 
am  inclined  to  think  that  these  are  all  the  births  that  have  happened  in  Wobum 
for  the  past  year.  The  fact  that  only  three  quarters  of  the  whole  number  of 
births  are  returned  to  me  from  proper  sources,  will  give  you  some  idea  of  the 
difficulties  of  making  out  a  full  and  perfect  record.  The  fault  is  not  owing  to 
the  assessors;  they  do  all  their  duty.  I  think  if  the  duty  of  ascertaining  births 
rested  with  town  clerks,  or  with  the  prudential  district  committees  rather  than  the 
town  committees,  some  of  the  difficulties  which  have  arisen  might  be  obviated  ; 
and  make  it  the  duty  of  fathers  to  return,  to  proper  persons,  all  births  happening 
in  their  families  within  a  limited  time,  or  be  subject  to  a  fine ;  and  further  make 
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it  the  duty  of  every  person  appointed  to  receive  such  returns  to  prosecute  all  vio- 
lations of  the  law,  or  be  fined  himself." — Marriagea.  "  The  whole  number  of 
marriages  was  thirty.  The  number  of  intentions  of  marriage  entered  with  me 
was  fifty -six;  nearly  one  half  of  those  published  in  town  were  not  married  here." 
No  Returns  of  births  from  Mon,  Ashhy,  Concord^  and  Slow;  and  of  deaths 
from  Firamingham,  SotnervUU,  and  ffatertown, 

WORCESTER  COUNTY. 

Auburn. — Marriages.  "  Although  the  number  returned  is  very  small,  yet  it  is 
believed  that  it  is  correct  It  is  accounted  for  by  ihc  fact  that  a  large  proportion 
of  persons,  intending  marriage,  make  a  short  tour  to  Connecticut,  and  come  back, 
having  carried  their  intentions  into  effect  under  the  liberal  and  summary  laws  of 
that  State." 

Berlin. — Marriages.  "  Three  couple  have  been  married  by  clergymen  out  of 
town,  who  have  not  made  returns  to  me." 

Blackstone. — Births.  "  The  return  is  not  as  accurate  as  I  could  wish,  but 
as  much  so  as  could  be  made  from  the  information  obtained." — Deaths.  **  Not 
accurate  in  some  respects.  Many  of  our  population  are  foreigners,  from  whom  it 
is  almor<t  impossible  to  obtain  information." 

Dudley. — ^**  The  clergymen  are  very  prompt  in  making  their  returns,  the  sexton 
rather  negligent,  and  the  school  committee  made  no  return  at  all,  nor  will  they, 
unless  there  is  a  penalty  in  the  law,  or  a  greater  compensation  to  induce  them." 

HoLDEN. — Births.  "  I  believe  the  return  is  correct.** — Marriages.  "  1  believe 
the  number  to  be  correct" 

NoRTHBOROuoH. — BiHhs,  "  The  same  old  difficulty  remains  yet,  about  get- 
ting the  information  out  of  which  to  make  our  returns ;  the  return  probably  em- 
braces less  than  one  half  of  the  births  in  this  town  for  the  year.  Only  two  out 
of  five  of  the  school  committee  have  made  any  return  at  all ;  they  were  furnished 
with  blanks  containing  the  proper  directions  for  their  proceedings,  also  a  request 
endorsed  on  them,  to  be  returned  on  or  before  the  first  of  June.  It  would  be 
about  as  cheap  to  pay  the  fine  and  let  the  whole  business  go,  as  to  try  to  keep  the 
records  under  present  circumstances.  There  are  several  deficiencies  in  the  rec- 
ord of  deaths,  also  some  in  the  marriage  record." 

Oxford. — Births.  "  The  school  committee  did  not  choose  to  collect  any,  and 
did  not  return  any  for  record.  The  town  clerk  for  the  past  year  died  about  the 
firet  of  February,  and  ho  had  made  no  record  since  the  last  return ;  consequently 
there  are  none  to  return,  except  the  few  which  I  have  picked  up  in  my  vicinity." 
— Deaths.    "I  return  what  occurred  after  the  decease  of  the  former  town  clerk." 

Templeton. — Births.  "  The  return  is  very  imperfect,  not  containing  probably 
more  than  one  fifth  of  the  whole  number  in  the  jown.  The  school  committee  in- 
formed me  that  they  had  made  arrangements  with  the  assessors  to  get  and  make 
to  me  a  return.    I  forward  all  which  I  obtained  from  them." 

No  Returns  from  Upton, 
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HAMPSHIRE  COUNTY. 

Amherst. — Births.  "Very  nearly  complete,  although  obtained  at  considera- 
ble trouble  on  my  own  part,  for,  had  it  been  led  to  the  school  committee,  it  would 
not  have  been  one  third  the  return  as  made." — Marriagts,  "  All  returned." — 
Deaths,  **I  return  all  that  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  having  received  but 
eight  certificates  from  the  sextons.  It  is  impossible  tor  the  town  clerk  to  make 
full  returns,  with  the  very  little  aid  he  receives ;  and  until  the  Commonwealth  or 
town  are  willing  to  pay  sextons  and  others  as  much  for  services  as  they  can 
earn  in  sawing  wood,  they  will,  on  the  calculation  of  loss  and  gain,  take  care  not 
to  trouble  themselves  to  make  reports.  As  it  is  here,  the  clerk  must  do  all,  or 
nearly  all,  or  the  work  is  not  done,  and  the  returns  must  be  made  very  incom- 
plete." 

Belchektown. — ^''The  returns  are,  in  the  main,  correct,  although  it  has  cost 
me  considerable  effort  to  get  them." — Births,  *'  I  have  had  no  return  from  the 
school  committee,  but  have  registered  them  as  they  have  come  to  my  knowledge, 
and  from  information  received  of  oui  physicians.  There  seems  to  be  no  interest 
manifested  among  parents  to  have  the  births  of  their  children  registered,  and 
there  are  therefore,  without  doubt,  a  few  which  I  have  not  returned." — Marriages 
and  Deaths.    "  I  believe  the  returns  are  correct" 

Easthampton. — Births,  "The  school  committee  have  made  no  return.  I 
have  been  waiting  for  them  to  make  a  return ;  therefore  I  have  not  the  informa- 
tion that  I  should  have  had  if  it  had  not  been  their  duty  to  make  a  return.  I  think 
that  if  it  was  made  the  duty  of  the  town  clerk,  or  some  other  man,  to  get  the  in- 
formation and  make  the  return,  and  a  reasonable  compensation  given,  the  returns 
would  be  more  perfect  than  they  now  are.  If  you  want  your  returns  correct,  the 
less  number  employed  in  making  them  the  better.  It  might  be  otherwise  in 
cities,  but  I  think  that^  in  the  country,  if  the  returns  were  made  wholly  by  one 
man,  they  would  be  more  correct" — Marriages.  "I  return  two,  which  is  all  that 
have  been  solemnized  in  town.  Some  have  gone  out  of  the  State." — Deaths.  "  We 
have  no  sextons,  which  is  the  case  with  one  half  of  the  towns  in  the  Slate." 

Enfield. — Marriages. — "All  which  have  taken  place;  although  four  couples, 
not  included  in  the  list,  have  been  married  out  of  tlie  Commonwealth." 

Greenwich. — "The  return  was  obtained  from  the  attending  physicians;  it  is 
not  definite." 

MiDDLEFiELD. — Marriages  Vind  Deaths. — "A  true  copy  of  the  record,  and  as 
full  as  I  am  able  to  give." 

Pelham. — Births  and  Deaths.    "  I  have  no  return  or  record." 

Prescott. — Marriages.  "  There  have  been  twelve  couple  published  the  past 
year,  but  only  one  half  that  number  have  been  married  in  Prescott,  as  appears  by 
the  return,  which  I  think  is  correct" 

South  Hadlet. — Births.  "I  believe  the  return  to  be  correct  Several  mills 
were  burnt  in  May,  18-16,  and,  within  six  months,  sixty  five  families  lefl  town, 
from  whom  no  return  could  be  obtained,  which  accounts  for  the  falling  off  from 
previous  returns."— .Wiimogw.  "  Probably  two  not  returned." — Deaths,  "  The 
return  does  not  include  those  in  the  second  parish.    I  have  endeavored  to  obtain 
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them,  but  have  not  yet  succeeded ;  there  were  not  probably  more  than  three  or 
four  in  that  parish." 

Ware. — Deaths,  "The  return  is  imperfect;  probably  but  about  three  fourths 
of  the  real  number." 

WiLLiAMSBDRo. — Marriages,  "All  that  have  been  returned  to  me,  but  the 
whole  number  is  probably  ten  or  twelve." 

No  Returns  from  J^ormch;  of  births  from  Chesterfield  and  Easthampton ; 
and  of  births  and  deaths  from  PeUiam. 

HAMPDEN  COUNTY. 

Blanopord. — Marriages,  "All  that  have  been  returned  to  me,  but  I  think 
not  more  than  two  thirds  that  have  taken  place." 

GRAifvii.LE. — Marriages.  "Clergymen  fail  to  make  returns  to  me  regularly. 
I  have  supplied  the  record  as  far  as  my  knowledge  allows." — Deaths,  "For  the 
past  year  there  have  been  no  returns  rendered  to  the  town  clerk.  There  is  no 
regular  sexton  in  Granville,  although  there  are  eight  gra\  e-yards." 

Palmer. — Deaths,  "  I  as  yet  have  never  been  able  to  get  any  returns  of  deaths 
in  our  place,  but  we  are  making  ariangements  this  year  so  as  to  get  them  as 
nearly  as  we  possibly  can." 

West  Spriivofieu). — Births,  "  As  was  the  case  last  year  in  regard  to  the 
return  of  births,  so  it  is  this;  not  one  has  been  returned  to  me  by  the  committee. 
I  let  them  have  one  set  of  the  blanks  you  sent  me  in  the  spring,  and  as  they  have 
not  returned  them  up  to  this  date,  my  last  day  according  to  law,  I  think  they  are 
blanks  still.  While  f  am  liable  to  a  fine  for  not  returning  the  list  to  you,  the 
school  committee  do  as  they  please  about  collecting  and  sending  them  to  me  for 
record  and  return." 

No  Returns  of  births  from  Ludlow  and  West  Springfield;  and  of  deaths  from 
Granville  and  Palmer, 

FRANKLIN  COUNTY. 

Bernaroston. — Births.  "  The  return  was  prepared  by  Dr.  E.  W.  Carpenter, 
one  of  the  most  respectable  physicians  in  this  town,  and  is,  I  believe,  perfectly 
accurate.  Dr.  Carpenter  labors  in  this  matter  for  the  good  of  the  public,  and  for 
posterity.  Will  not  every  town  in  our  beloved  Commonwealth  do  as  well  ?  I 
trust  it  will  soon  be  so." — Marriages,  "  This  town  is  situated  on  the  line  of  the 
State  of  Vermont;  in  that  State,  persons  are  married  without  any  previous  pub- 
lidhinent;  many  persons,  therefore,  go  from  this  town  to  Vermont  to  be  married ; 
the  number  I  have  no  means  of  knowing,  probably  four  or  five  couple  annually." 

CoLERAiifE. — Births  and  Marriages.  "The  returns  are  as  perfect  as  could  be 
made  from  the  facts  received  at  this  oflSce." 

Greenfield. — Births  and  Deaths.  "Never  returned  to  me." — Marriages. 
"All  that  have  been  returned  to  me." 

Heath. — Births.    "The  school  committee  made  their  return  so  incorrectly 
that  I  cannot  record  thom." — Marriages.    "  None  returned  in  the  form  for  return 
to  the  Secretary's  office."— De/iM^.     "  All  that  have  been  returned  to  the  clerk's 
office,  though  but  a  small  part  of  the  whole  number." 
3 
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Letde5.— Bir«^.  "Substantially  correct"— Jfomc^M.  "All  that  bare 
taken  place." — Deaths.    "  Full,  and  substantially  correct" 

Orange.— £^tr^.  "Tiie  return  of  the  school  committee  was  very  imperfect 
in  part  of  the  town,  and,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able,  I  have  supplied  the  deficien- 
cies, but  many  names  and  dates  are  still  omitted." 

Shutesbdrt. — Birtht  and  Deaths.    "  No  return  has  been  made  to  me." 

Sunderland. — Deaths.  "The  return  is  not  perfect,  but  is  more  so  than  any 
former  one  I  have  made." 

Warwick. — Births.  "  A  correct  return  of  all  that  have  occurred  in  town ; 
our  school  committee  have  spared  no  pains  in  their  duty  in  this  matter,  and  T  be- 
lieve  they  have  been  successful  in  making  a  very  correct  return  to  me." — Mar- 
riages.  "  All  that  have  taken  place." — Deaths.  "  I  believe  the  number  is  cor- 
rect" 

No  Returns  from  Conv>ay^  Norlhjieid  and  Rowe;  of  births  and  deaths  from 
Greenfield  and  Shuiesbwy;  of  marriages  from  Heath. 

BERKSHIRE  COUNTY. 

Alford. — Deaths.  "  The  return  is  far  from  being  correct,  because  the  town 
has  not  complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  act,  and  chosen  a  sexton.  I  have 
obtained  the  particulars  myself." 

Becket. — Births  and  Deaths.    "  No  returns  have  been  made  to  me." 

Dalton. — Marriages  and  Deaths.  "  No  interest  is  taken  by  any  one  to  make 
returns,  or  inform  the  clerk  of  marriages  or  deaths.  Of  the  mortality  among  chil- 
dren, which  is  greater  than  usual,  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  the  particulars." 

Florida. — Marriages.  "  For  the  return  for  this  town,  I  would  refer  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  town  of  Stamford,  Vt  The  fees  and  de- 
lays consequent  on  a  publishment  of  the  banns  of  matrimony  are  more  than  the 
contracting  parties  are  generally  able  to  bear." 

Hancock. — Marriages.  "  People  about  to  marry  generally  avail  themselves  of 
the  privilege  of  going  into  the  State  of  New  York  to  have  the  ceremony  per- 
formed. This  is  the  second  year  of  my  serving  as  town  clerk,  and  I  have  never 
been  called  upon  to  publish  a  couple  as  yet,  for  the  reason  as  above  stated." 

Lanesborough. — Births.  "  The  list  is  as  correct  and  specific  as  circumstances 
will  admit" 

hEZ.— 'Births.  "  The  record  is  not  so  full  as  it  ought  to  be.  I  have  exerted 
myself,  since  I  came  into  office,  to  get  as  many  as  possible ;  but  afler  all,  I  am 
satisfied  that  not  half  of  the  number  of  births  is  on  record.  I  spoke  early  to  one 
of  the  school  committee,  who  well  knew  his  duty,  but  he  has  not  made  a  single 
return." 

New  Ashford.— BiH^.  "I  believe,  all  that  have  taken  place.  I  have  ob- 
tained them  by  personal  application  to  the  parents." 

Plainfi eld.— Bir^.  "  The  school  committee  of  Plainfield  thinking  the  com- 
pensation for  ascertaining  and  reporting  births  to  the  town  clerk  insufficient,  and 
believing  that  no  penalty  is  annexed  to  the  neglect,  they  have  ever  omitted  to  do 
it  altogether.  I  have  taken  much  pains  to  ascertain  the  births  (although  I  think 
the  compensation  altogether  inadequate),  yet,  probably,  I  have  not  returned  every 
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one." — fkcUks.  "  No  sexton  has  ever  reported  to  me  a  death.  I  have  learnt  the 
deaths,  as  well  as  I  can,  from  the  clergymen  of  the  place." 

West  Stockbridoe. — "I  have  delayed  making  my  returns  beyond  the  time 
required  by  law,  hoping  to  be  able  to  make  ray  records  more  perfect ;  but  I  can- 
not obuin  the  information."— -BtrtA*  and  Marriages.  "  I  think  the  returns  are 
perfect" — Deaihs*  "  I  shall  never  be  able  to  make  a  perfect  record  of  deaths.  I 
suppose  there  have  been  twenty-five  or  thirty  during  the  last  year,  but  I  can  re- 
turn but  eleven." 

No  Returns  from  Cheshire,  Great  BarringUm,  and  Sandisfield;  of  births  and 
deaths  from  Becktt ;  of  deaths  from  Dcdton  and  Stockbridge, 

NORFOLK  COUNTY. 

Brooeline. — Births,  "The  return  is  believed  to  be  correct;  it  was  made 
from  inquiry  made  at  each  house  in  town." — Marriages.  **  All  which  I  have 
been  informed  have  taken  place;  but  one  of  the  clergymen  has  made  any  re- 
turn."— Deaths.    "  A  correct  return." 

CoHASSET. — Deaths.  "  As  we  have  no  superintendent  of  burying  grounds,  and 
every  man  employs  whom  he  will  to  bury  his  dead,  it  is  with  much  difficulty  that 
correct  information  is  obtained.  I  think  it  should  be  made  the  duty  of  clergymen 
to  fill  your  certificates  and  return  them  to  the  clerk,  and,  if  five  cents  wont  induce 
them  to  do  it,  fine  them  fifty  dollars  if  they  don't" 

Medwat. — "  The  whole  number  has  not  been  returned ;  it  is  hoped  that  the 
records  next  year  will  be  more  full." 

RoxBURT. — "The  returns  are  very  nearly  correct,  as  much  so  as  is  possible, 
having  given  a  careful  attention  to  the  subject  myself." — Births.  "The  returns 
were  taken  by  a  person  authorized  by  the  school  committee,  who  went  to  all  the 
families  in  the  city."— ^orriog-w.  "  The  form  of  certificate  of  intention  of  mar- 
riage which  I  obtained  from  you  I  have  continued  to  use,  and  the  blanks  have 
been  filled  up  by  me  at  the  time  of  publishment,  thereby  saving  the  trouble  and 
inconvenience  to  the  persons  who  solemnize  the  marriage,  who  are  required  to  do 
it  at  that  time." — Deaths.  "  The  returns  were  made  by  the  undertakers,  who 
filled  out  blanks  which  I  obtained  from  your  office,  which  I  sent  to  them." 

Stouohton. — Births.  "  This  return  is  a  most  wretched  afiTair,  imperfect  in 
numbers,  many  not  being  returned  at  all,  and  some  with  only  the  month  the  birth 
took  place.  It  is  as  returned  by  the  school  committee,  save  some  few  corrections 
which  occur  from  my  own  knowledge." — Deaths.  "  The  return  is  believed  to 
contain  the  full  number." 

Wetm ouTH. — Deaths.  "  The  return  is  not  correct,  one  of  the  school  commit- 
tee (to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  the  return  of  deaths)  not  having  made  any  return, 
his  district  comprismg  from  one  6iih  to  one  fourth  part  of  the  town." 

No  Returns  from  Braintru. 

BRISTOL  COUNTY. 

DiOBTON. — Deaths.  "  I  suppose  there  have  been  more  within  the  last  year,  but 
they  have  not  been  reported  to  me  in  a  way  which  I  could  record,  and  I  have 
made  personal  inquiries  for  most  I  have  recorded." 
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Fairhaven. — Births.  "  The  school  committee  again  refuse  to  do  their  duty 
in  ascertaining  them,  consequently  there  are  no  returns." — Deaths.  "One  sexton 
only  has  made  his  return  to  the  clerii's  office." 

Norton. — Marriages.  "  I  have  published  twenty -one  couples  ;  only  eight  have 
been  returned,  and  seven  of  them  by  one  person.  I  presume  all  the  persons  have 
been  married.  I  have  shown  the  law  to  a  number  of  clergymen ;  if  they  have 
joined  any  persons  in  marriage,  they  have  not  made  any  returns  to  me." 

Pawtdckkt. — Births.  "I  believe  the  return  comprises  the  whole  during  the 
year,  and  the  information  is  as  full  and  correct  as  I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  aA.er 
visiting  every  family,  personally,  under  the  direction  of  the  school  committee. 
My  opinion  is,  that,  if  it  were  made  the  duty  of  town  clerks  to  collect  births  and 
deaths,  the  returns  would  be  much  more  complete  and  satisfactory." — Marriages. 
"  The  returns  are  as  near  complete  as  the  information  supplied  to  me  by  clergy- 
men will  admit  I  hope  the  next  will  be  more  perfect,  as  T  have  adopted  the  plan 
recommended  of  getting  the  information  myself,  as  far  as  practicable." — Deaths. 
"The  return  is  very  incomplete,  owing,  mainly,  to  the  sexton's  failure  in  getting 
the  necessary  information ;  I  have  been  obliged  to  collect  them  mostly  by  per- 
sonal inquiries." 

Sebkonk. — Deaths.    "  None  returned." 

Taunton. — Births.  "  The  returns  have  been  faithfully  drawn  off  from  the 
separate  records  of  each  member  of  the  school  committee." 

No  Returns  of  births  from  Fairhaven ;  and  of  deaths  from  Dartmouth  and 
SeekonL 

PLYMOUTH  COUNTY. 

Abington. — Births.  "There  have  probably  been  some  others,  concerning 
which  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  information." 

Carver. — Births  and  Deaths.    "  I  have  received  no  returns." 

East  Bridoewater. — Deaths.  "The  returns  are  incomplete  as  to  number, 
and  in  some  other  respects.  There  are  two  sextons,  only  one  of  whom  has  made 
a  return  to  me." 

HiNOHAM. — Births.  "  I  have  been  waiting  for  a  full  return,  presaming  that 
this  does  not  contain  the  names  of  all  the  children,  and  have  concluded  to  wait  no 
longer,  but  return  the  names  of  all  that  I  have  received." 

Marshfield. — Births.  "  No  others  have  occurred." — Marriages.  "  All  that 
have  taken  place,  with  the  exception  of  one,  which  has  not  been  returned  to  me." 
— Deaths.    "  No  others  have  occurred." 

Plympton. — The  town  clerk  reports  the  returns  as  embracing  every  birth, 
marriage  and  death  which  has  occurred  in  the  town. 

No  Returns  from  Middleborough ;  of  births  and  deaths  from  ZHur^m^f ;  and 
of  deaths  from  Carver. 

BARNSTABLE  COUNTY. 

Wellfleet. — Marriages.  "  All  that  have  been  returned  to  me,  but  not  nearly 
all  that  have  occurred." — Deaths.  "  Probably  the  return  contains  one  third  of  the 
number  which  have  occurred.    We  have  three  sextons  in  town,  and  I  have  asked 
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them  to  keep  a  list  of  the  deaths  in  their  own  parishes,  but  have  received  returns 
but  from  one ;  therefore  you  can  see  the  inexpediency  of  depending  upon  them." 

Yarmouth. — Marriages.  "  There  have  been  two  or  three  more,  of  which  no 
returns  have  been  made  at  this  office." 

No  Returns  from  Dennis  and  Tntro. 


DUKES  COUNTY. 

TisBURT. — Deaths.  "  The  return  contains  the  best  information  I  can  furnish. 
We  have  no  sexton  to  attend  to  the  duty  required  by  law,  consequently  I  have  at- 
tended to  it  myself,  and  have  gathered  the  facts  from  physicians,  and  others. 
There  have  been  six  or  eight  more  than  T  have  returned,  but,  as  they  have  taken 
place  in  a  remote  part  of  the  town,  I  could  not  obtain  the  particulars,  except  at 
considerable  trouble  and  expense." 
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Table  I.     1.  Abstract  of  the  Returns  of  Births, 
in  the  several  Counties,  for  each  month  of  the  year  ending  April  30,  1847. 
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Table  I.    2.  Births  ;    Plurality  Cases. 


Sex. 

COUNTIES. 

Mooch. 

i 
1 

K 

ii 

1-^ 

5  i 

ii 

i 
z. 

1 

oa 

1 

BariMtable. 
Dukes. 

Nantucket. 

1 

May,    .     . 
June,   •     . 
July,    .     • 
Augast,     • 
September, 
October,    . 
November, 
December, 
January,    . 
February,  . 
March,      . 
April,  •     . 

Male,  .     . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male,  .     . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male, .     . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male,  .     . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male,  .     . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male, .     . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male,  .     . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male,  .     . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male,  .     . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male,  .     . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male,  .     . 
Femsle,    . 
Not  suted, 
Male, .     . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated. 

2 

• 

• 

2 
2 

2 

• 

2 
2 

• 
• 

1 

1 

3 

'2 

*3 
3 

4 

• 

• 
2 

1 
3 

1 

1 

'5 
J 

1 

J 

*4 

1 
3 

• 

1 

J 

'4 

4 

*3 

1 

'2 

• 
• 

5 

'2 

• 
2 

'1 
3 

fi 
2 

'2 

2  ! 

2 

'(\ 
4 

'2 ; 

!    '2  ] 

!  '2 ; 
'2  '2 ; 

'4 '. 
'2 

2  ! 

'2  ! 

1  . 
'2  ! 

2 

• 

1 
1 

• 

1 

1 

"1 
5 

1  ! 
1  . 

1  ! 

1  . 

'2 

2 

2  '. 

• 
2 

• 

2 

'4 

*4 

*3 

1 

• 

• 

• 

'2 
2 

• 

'4 

1 

• 
• 

'4 
2 

• 

• 

• 

'4 
2 

1 

1 

'2 

1 

3 

'2 

• 
"2 

'2 
2 

1 

1 

"2 
'2 

"1 

1 

'2 

'4 

1  ! 

3    • 

1  ! 
1  . 

!     1 
•     1 

'2  '3 
1 

'2  ! 
'2  ! 

8 
4 

•  11 

!     13 
.      13 

i      16 
1       8 

!      *8 
.       6 

!    '9 

5 

!    20 

.     18 

!      '8 
.      12 

.'      10 
6 

•  • 

9 
.       9 

]     i7 
.      11 

!     20 
.     10 

•  • 

Total,  .     . 

Male,  .     . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 

21 
19 

25 
17 

• 

20 
22 

5    12 

1    4 

2  7 
4  11 

IH 
14 

12 
10 

10 
4 

8     4 
4     2 

1    143 
1    113 

Grand  total. 

. 

40 

42 

4v 

r>  16 

fi    isl  30 

22 

14 

12     T) 

2  256 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


24 


SIXTH  REGISTRATION  REPORT. 


Table  If.   1.  Abstract  of  the  Returns  of  Marriages, 

in  the  several  Counties,  for  each  month  of  the  year  ending 
AprU  30,  1847. 


COUHTIXS. 

6* 

1 

"3 

i 

< 

i 

1 

1 

z 

i 

i 

6 

2 

1 

1 

1 

< 

Aiooui 

not 
staled. 

Total 

Essex,      • 

69 

54 

57 

46 

54 

91 

137 

83 

53 

45 

43 

53 

17 

803 

Middlesex, 

136 

104 

81 

86 

98 

158 

193 

126 

127 

88 

68 

118 

3 

1386 

Worcester, 

92 

55 

31 

43 

89 

76 

122 

79 

52 

32 

63 

95 

5 

834 

Hampshire, 

18 

10 

12 

8 

19 

20 

31 

18 

15 

9 

12 

15 

1 

188 

Hampden, 

21 

22 

14 

15 

21 

23 

32 

20 

10 

10 

18 

26 

1 

233 

Franklin, . 

17 

8 

3 

6 

15 

12 

27 

16 

8 

8 

4 

13 

4 

141 

Berkshire, 

11 

8 

4 

11 

11 

9 

15 

13 

7 

6 

9 

9 

2 

115 

Norfolk,    . 

38 

34 

23 

26 

36 

49 

68 

54 

33 

22 

21 

47 

• 

451 

Bristol,     . 

54 

51 

39 

35 

46 

56 

55 

46  53 

32 

29 

30 

6 

533 

Plymouth, 

29 

24 

25 

15 

35 

47 

58 

29  34 

23 

14 

25 

2 

360 

Barnstable, 

13 

4 

8 

13 

11 

22 

47 

22  24 

23 

16 

13 

1 

217 

Dukes,      . 

3 

2 

4 

• 

5 

5 

3 

3   . 

2 

1 

6 

• 

34 

Nantucket, 

7 

10 

3 

6 

5 

2 

6 

5     4 

• 

3 

4 

• 

57 

Total,    . 

508 

38r)  304 

•no 

445 

57o!79r) 

514  420 

300 

:^01  454 

42 

5350 
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Table  II.    2.  Conditions  and  Ages  of  Parties  to 

Marriages, 

for  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  Aprils  1847. 


(1.)    BETWEEN  BACHELORS  AND  MAIDS. 

AOX  OF  THE  WOMXS. 

Aax  OF  TBS  Meh. 

1 

18 

S 

2 

2 

2 

4 

2 
5 

5 

9 

s 
S 

s 
S 

e 

i 

s 
i2 

s 

n 

s 

s 

i 

s 

h 

Total. 

Undergo,.     . 
20  to  25,     .     . 
25  to  :K),     .     . 
90to.S5,     .     . 
a*)  to  40,     .     . 
40  to  45,     .     . 
45  to  50,     .     . 
50  to  5.5,     .     . 
55  to  TiO,     .     . 
60  to  fi.5,     .     . 
65  to  70,     .     . 
70  to  75,     .     . 
75  to  80,     .     . 
80  and  upwards. 
Age  of  men  not 
Stated,      •     . 

40 

e65 

277 
32 

10 
J 
1 

• 
• 

• 
• 
• 

11 

18 

91)8 

6^t 

118 

25 

2 

1 

20 

100 

27:j 

78 

40 

4 

2 

2 

8 

12 

23 
3 
5 

1 

9 

1 
8 
8 
6 
5 
5 
2 

• 
1 

2 
4 

. 
1 

• 
• 

• 

a 
• 

'l 

'. 

*1 

. 

9 

95 

21 

2 

2 

. 

I 

1 

• 

351 

61 

1892 

1276 

277 

106 

19 

15 

7 

• 
1 

• 
• 
• 
• 

S96 

Total,     .     . 

1057 

1845 

507 

119'  .^5 

8     2 

_:. 

416 

mm 

(2.)    BETWEEN  BACHELORS  AND  WIDOWS. 

Under  20,  • 

1 

2 

. 

• 

3 

20  to  25,     . 

1 

6 

9 

9 

2    . 

• 

15 

25  to  90,     . 

9 

11 

6 

6 

1 

93 

30toa5,     . 

9 

2 

9 

4 

. 

18 

a5to40,     . 

2 

1 

4 

2 

11 

40  to  45,     . 

2 

2 

4 

. 

8 

45  to  JSO,     . 

, 

1 

, 

1 

4 

6 

50  to  5.5,     . 

, 

1 

1 

, 

2 

55  to  60,     •     . 

1 

1 

2 

1    . 

6 

60  to  65,     . 

• 

] 

1    . 

2 

65  to  70,     .     , 

. 

• 

• 

70  to  7.%     .     , 

, 

1 

1 

75  to  80,     .     , 

• 

, 

• 

80  and  opwsrda 

, 

• 

. 

• 

Age  of  the  mei 

1 

not  stated,      . 

3 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

. 

17 

17 

Total,     . 

20 

21 

24 

"21 

1 

II 

2    . 

J 

.'  17 

121 
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(a)    BETWEEN  WIDOWERS  AND  MATDa 


AoB  or  THB  Wombs. 

AOB  OF  THS  MSH. 

1 

3 

2 

s 

o 

Si 

2 

9 

2 

9 

s 

o 

9 

5 

2 

s' 

o 

o 

8 

2 

c 

oc 

a 

c 

CD 

S 

1 

Under  20,  .     . 
20  to  2  J,     .     . 
25  to  30,     .     . 
30  to  35,     .     . 
35  to  40,     .     . 
40  to  45,     .     . 
45  to  50,     •     . 
50  to  55,     •     . 
55  to  60,     .     . 
60  to  65,     .     . 
a5to70,     .     . 
70  to  75,     .     . 
75  to  HO,     .     . 
80  and  upwards, 
A^e  of  men  not 
stated,       .     . 

• 

7 
12 

t 

• 

; 

• 
• 
• 

• 

ii 

5« 
28 
16 

'I 

1 

• 

5 

2 
24 
22 
1J» 
12 

3 

1 

• 

• 
1 

• 

3 

16 

15 

13 

9 

3 

1 

2 

2 

3 
12 
12 

8 
2 
2 

1 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

2 
3 
2 

8 
5 

6 

1 

• 

• 

1 

• 

5 

3 

7 
2 

• 

2 
2 
4 

1 
1 

• 
• 

'l 

• 

'l 

44 

49 

SO 

98 

82 

71 

58 

37 

16 

21 

6 

1 

1 

1 

52 

Total,      .     . 

:m  l.'W 

84   62 

4.') 

27 

20l  10      1 

1 

464 

(4.)    BETWEEN  WIDOWERS  AND  WIDOWS. 


Under  20,  .     . 
20  to  25,     .     . 
25  to  :)0,    .     . 
30  to  35,     .     . 
35  to  40,     .     . 
40  to  45,     .     . 
45  to  50,     .     . 
50  to  55,     .     . 
55  to  60,     .     . 
60  to  65,     .     . 
65  to  70,     .     . 
70  to  75.     .     . 
75  to  80,     .     . 
80  and  upwards. 
Age  of  men  not 
stated,      .     . 

• 

2 
• 

4 

2 

• 

1 

• 
• 
• 

• 

*6 
4 
2 
4 
2 

1 

• 

• 
4 
3 
6 
3 
1 
1 

• 

4 
5 
13 
5 
3 

'l 

1 

• 
• 

1 

1 
2 
6 
3 
4 
5 
3 
1 
2 

• 

• 

1 

• 
• 

1 
2 
6 
6 
3 
2 
2 

"2 
4 

• 
4 
4 
1 

I 

1 
1 
4 
2 

• 
1 
1 

*3 

1 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

'1 

1 

1 

1 

• 

1 
19 

1 

2 

11 

17 

17 

31 

20 

21 

11 

18 

11 

5 

2 

• 

21 

,    Total,     .     . 

9 

19 

18  34 

27,  23 

15 

9 

6 

4 

_[ 

23 

188 
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(5.)    CONDITION  OF  PARTIES  NOT  STATED. 


Agx  of  the  WoMEir. 

1 

Total 

OF    MaR- 

AOK  OF  TH£  MXH. 

J 

3' 

5 

i 

o 

4 

2 

s 

9 

o 

9 

3 

O 

o 

s 

o 

s 

s 

s 

o 

1 

1 

3 

1 

s 

*5 

RIAOKS. 

i 

i 

Undergo,  .     . 
20  to  25,     .     . 
25  to  30,     .     . 
30  to  35,     .      . 
35  to  40,     .     . 
40  to  45,     .     . 
45  to  50,     .     . 
50  to  55,     .     . 
55toC0,     .     . 
60  to  65,     .     . 
65  to  70,     .     . 
70^0  75,     .     . 
75  to  80,     .     . 
80  and  upwards, 
Age  of  men  not 
stated,       .     . 

24 
7 

I 

28 
Id 

6 

1 

8 
9 
3 
2 
2 

• 

3 
2 

1 

i 

• 

1 

I 
1 

• 
• 
• 
• 

' 

* 

• 

4 

2 

462 

64 
36 
12 
6 
4 
1 
1 

464 

65 

1933 

1454 

406 

213 

120 

79 

47 

37 

27 

12 

7 

3 

• 

947 

1126 

2060 

655 

230 

134 

66 

56 

25 

13 

6 

6 

1 

• 

• 

973 

Total,     .     . 

32 

53 

24 

7 

1 

3 

468 

5885*50 

5350 

NOTE. 

These  Tables,  in  relation  to  marriage,  are  read  as  follows; — Fint  TaMe.  685 
men,  between  the  ages  of  20  and  25,  were  married  to  women  under  20 ;  12  womeoi 
between  30  and  35,  were  married  to  men  between  20  and  25 ;  or  10  men,  between 
35  and  40,  were  married  to  women  under  20. — Second  Table.  2  men,  between 
20  and  t5,  were  married  to  widows  between  35  and  40;  or  1  man,  between  25 
and  30,  married  a  widow  between  45  and  50. — Third  Table.  7  widowers,  be- 
tween 20  and  25,  were  married  to  women  under  20,  who  bad  not  before  been  mar- 
ried ;  and  1,  between  45  and  50,  to  a  woman  under  20,  du:.  &c.  The  other  Ta- 
bles in  a  similar  manner. 


^^ 
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Table  III.     2.  Classification  of  Causes  of  Death  in 

THE    SEVERAL   CoUNTIES, 
for  the  year  ending  April  30/A,  1847. 


DISEASES. 


I.  ZlMOTIC    D18IA8K8;     OR, 

Epidemic,  GifDLMic,  aivd 

CoifTAOIOUS  Dl8CA8B8. 

Cholera,  -        -        - 

Cholera  Infantum,   - 

Croup,     -        -        - 

Diarrhoea, 

Dysentery, 

Erysipelas, 

Fever,  Intermittent,  - 

**      Remittent,    - 

"      Typhus, 
Hooping^  Cough, 
Influenza, 


5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 

VA  Measles, 
13  Scarlatina, 
Small  Poz, 

15  Syphilis, 

16  Thrush, 


17 
18 
19 
30 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
90 


Totals, 


I  i 
§ 


15  13 
39,  83 
40  81 

43!  50 

53  64 

7  8 


171225 


21,  19 

18  42 

107  128 

1  5 


3 


-  52U 


2.  Dl8RA»B8    or    GcifERAL 

OR  UircERTAiif  Seat. 
Abscess, 
Atrophy, 

Cancer,  -  .  . 
Debility,  -  .  . 
Dropsy,  - 

Gout,      -        -        , 
Hemorrhage,  - 
Infantile  Diseases,  - 
Inflammation,  - 
Malformation,  - 
Moriiflcation,  - 
Scrofula, 
Sudden  Deaths, 
Tumor,  -        -        - 


ToUls, 


72353679 


2 
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16 
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72 
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157 
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4 
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2 


2 

15 

20 

8 

56 

2 

6 

139 

7 

1 

10 
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43  14 
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1 


251 


180 


2 
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1 
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12115211357 
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27 

3031 

3  1 
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39*27 


169  9G 


42 


70 


92 

224 

277 

271 

410 

53 
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944 

104 

28 

136 
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12 
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2962 


10 
38 

118 
37 
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25 

708 
27 
8 
44 
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27 
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Causes  op  Death  in  the  several  Codnties — Continued. 


DISEASES. 

J 
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1 
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.5 
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i 
1 

4 

7 

1 

1 
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1 

18 

5 

1 

i 

1 

t 

IJ 

1 

31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
30 
40 
41 

3.  Diseases  op  the  Ner- 

vous System, 

Cephalitis^  - 
Chorea,        ... 
Convulsions, 
Delirium  Tremens, 
Epilepsy,     - 
Hydrocephalus,    - 
Insanity,      -        .        . 
Paralysis,     - 
Tetanus,      .        .        - 
Brain,  dLc,  Disease  of,  - 

Totals,     . 

4.  Diseases  of  the  Re- 
spiratory Oroaivs. 

Asthma,       ... 

Bronchitis,  ... 

Consumption, 

Hydrothorax, 

Laryngitis,  -        .        . 

Pleurisy,      ... 

Pneumonia, 

Quinsy, 

Lungs,  dLc,  Disease  of, 

Totals,     - 

5.  Diseases  op  the  Or- 
gans OP  Circulation. 

Aneurism,    -        -        - 

Pericarditis, 

Heart,  dLc,  Disease  of. 

Totals,     . 

6.  Diseases  of  the  Di- 

OEATIVE   OroANS. 

Ascites,       ... 
Colic,  -        -        .        - 
Dyspopeia,  - 
Enteritis,     - 
Gastritis,     -        -        - 
Hernia,        ... 
Intussusception,  - 
Peritoniti:*,  -        -        . 
Teethinir,    - 
Ulceration,  -        -        - 
Worms, 

11 

40 
2 

37 
5 

51 
2 

8 

16 

51 
3 

82 

3 

22 

4H 

11 

46 
10 

8 
3(> 

6 
26 

21» 

7 

1 
9 

4 

8 
2 
4 

10 

10 

2 

8 
1 
2 

2 

4 

16 

1 

1 

10 

6 

5 

4 

5 
2 

"3 

I 
6 

5 

13 

21 

2 

1 
16 

4 
17 

2 
10 

2 

17 
2 
2 

15 

1 

2 

1 

14 

4 

7 

1 

12 
2 
1 
1 

8 

1 
10 

3 

5 

1 

90 

a 

237 
24 
14 

233 
24 

164 
9 

133 

4Q 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 

156 

2 
2 

450 
3 

1 
4 

80 
1 
2 

545 

1 

1 
32 

I4 

1 
1 
17 
3 
2 

11 

220 

4 

4 

43!) 

3 

1 

2 

93 

J!! 

55(5 

1 
52 

53 

1 

1 

19 

,    4 

2 

1 
22 

'2 

172 

2 

5 

435 

2 

1 

10 

102 

5 

7 

569 

1 
44 

35 

2 
97 

4 

16 
2 
1 

35 

3 

136 

1 

4 
20 

1 

43 

1 

2 

84 

4 
27 

26 

75 

1 
10 

4 

8<l 

1 

2 

182 

3 

55 

4 

3 

56 

1 
197 
3 
2 
6 
64 
2 
3 

45 

131 
2 

4 
17 

36 

118 
2 

3 
12 

20 

53 

2 
5 

930 

12 

19 

2397 

16 

5 

47 

501 

14 

31 

51 
52 
53 

122 

6 

165 
10 

118 
3 

90 

1 
9 

250 
20 

278 
12 

154 
7 

135 
5 

60 
2 

:m2 

3 
2 

202 

5t 
55 
56 
67 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 

45 

2 
4 
24 
4 
5 

3 

1 

1 

6 

1 
1 
3 

"3 

10 

2 

1 
9 
4 

2 
5 

3 

1 
7 

I 

3 

10 

20 

2 

2 
2 

1 

13 
3 

12 

6 

1 
4 

1 

"3 
1 

7 

"2 
16 

1 

1 
4 

1 

5 

4 

1 

2 

2 
2 

207 

16 

12 

118 

19 

12 

2 

7 

61 

14 
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Causes  of  Death  in  the  several  Counties — Continued. 


DISEASES. 

i 

b3 

s 

1 

S: 

o 

1 

X 

t 

1 
X 

1 

4 
i 

E 

c 

E 

1 

Is 

1 

65 

66 
67 
68 
69 
70 

Org^aDs,  &c.,  Disease  of,  - 
Pancreas,  DiseaBC  of, 
Hepatitis,        -        -        - 
Jaunditre,         -        -        - 
Liver,  Disease  of,    - 
Spleen,  Disease  of,  - 

Totals, 

7.  Diseases  of  the  Uri- 

WART  Organs. 

Diabetes,         -        -        - 
Cystitis,           -        -        - 
Gravel,    -        -        -        - 
Nephritis,        -        -        . 
Kidneys,  &c..  Disease  of, 

Totals,         -        -        - 

8.  Diseases   of   the  Or- 
OANs  OF  Geheratiocc. 

Childbirth,       - 
Pu»  rperal  Fever, 
Paramenia,      -        -        - 
Organs,  &c..  Disease  of,  - 

Totals,         -        -        - 

9.  Diseases  of   the  Or- 
gans OF  Locomotion. 

Rheumatism,  .        .        - 
Joints,  &c.,  Disease  of,    - 
Hip,  Disease  of, 
Spine,  Disease  of,    - 

Totals,         -        -        - 

10.  Diseases   of  the  In- 

TEOUMENTART  StSTEV. 

Fistula,  -        -        -        - 
Ulcers,    .        .        -        - 
Purpura,           -        -        - 
Skin,  &c.,  Disease  of,      - 

Totals,        -        -        . 

11.  Of  Old  Age,    - 

IQ.  Of  External  Causes. 
Burns  and  Scalds,    - 
Casualties,       -        -        - 

4 

3 
4 

21 

2 

16 

3 

7 
15 

3 
2 

J 

1 
9 

I   ■ 

1 

3 

1 
2 

6 

3 
4 

3 
6 

3 

3 
2 

1 
2 

1 

45 

24 
63 

71 

72 
73 
74 
75 

46 

1 

91 

5 

3 
3 
2 

69 

6 

1 

2 
4 

13 
1 

34 

2 

1 
1 

lU 

2 
2 

6 

1 
1 

49 

1 
1 

25 

2 

34 

1 
1 

1 

10 

3 

1 

393 

16 
4 

10 
5 

13 

76 
77 

78 
79 

2 

10 
3 

13 

2 

J 
1 
3 

13 

10 

8 

1 
19 

6 

4 
4 

13 

12 
2 

1 

15 

4 
1 

1 
1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

4 

2 
4 

4 

5 
2 

1 

2 
3 

2 

5 
3 

2 

9 
2 

2 

3 

5 
2, 

1 
3 

1 
2 

48 

69 
25 

13 

80 
81 
8-2 
83 

6 
4 

8 

4 

1 

7 

1 

11 

4 

1 
3 

13 

! 

2 

7 

1 

3 

1 

2 

107 

21 
5 

8 
20 

84 
85 
86 
87 

88 

89 
90 

7 

1 
2 

4 
99 

1 
20 

14 

2 

2 
119 

6 
25 

7 

1 

1 

2 

115 

9 
33 

1 

60 
3 

4 

2 

2 
39 

2 

8 

5 

2 

2 
34 

3 
11 

1 

29, 
3 

8 

1 
1 

2 

57 

1 
11 

4 

2 
3 

5 

49 

3 
10 

2 

1 

1 

63 

2 
6 

1 

48 
3 

21 

4 

54 

1 

11 
4 
4 

20 

733 

27 
1  137 
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Causes  of  Death  in  the  several  Counties — Continued. 


•g 

DISEASES. 

J 

i 

1 

1 

2 

X 

! 

i 

1 

5 

a 

s 

z 

1 

fc 

1 

§ 

h 

ZQ 

1 

91 

Drowned, 

92 

15 

14 

5 

5 

6 

1 

9  lo'    5 

13 

3 

178 

92 

Fractures,     - 

. 

2 

2 

. 

« 

- 

- 

-  1   - 

. 

. 

_ 

4 

93 

Intemperance, 

7 

10 

2 

. 

3 

. 

3    3 

2 

. 

• 

30 

94 

Poisoned, 

. 

2 

1 

. 

. 

. 

. 

-    1     - 

1 

. 

« 

4 

95 

Suffocation,  - 

. 

- 

- 

. 

1 

. 

1 

. 

1 

. 

3 

96 

Suicide, 
Touls, 

9 
129 

11 
71 

5 

2 

1 

- 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

. 

36 

m 

10 

lt» 

21 

5 

27 

29 

17 

18 

7 

419 

97 

13.  Causes  not 

SPECIFIED, 

32 

34 

81 

54 

G3 

32 

15 

53 

53 

22 

37 

23 

499 

98 

14.  Stillborn, 

Totuls, 

38 
190?» 

43 
224:^ 

16 
I8H1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

26 

13 

1 

4 

- 

149 

44r 

:>64 

47.M 

:U2'U64 

H71 

638|45l 

219 

10,965 
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NOTES  TO  THE  ABSTRACTS  OF  DISEASES. 

It  has  been  considered  desirable  to  institute,  as  far  as  we  can  from  the  retnras, 
a  comparison  of  the  prevalence  of  particular  diseases,  in  the  same  districts,  for 
different  years.  Boston  having  made  no  returns  of  deaths  for  the  last  four  years, 
the  County  of  Siiffolk  is  excluded  in  the  several  abstracts  of  deaths. 

In  the  Tables  for  1847,  the  Alphabetical  Abstract  contains  the  names  of  the 
diseases,  generally,  as  they  appear  in  the  returns.  In  the  Classified  Abstract, 
they  are  arranged  af\er  the  plan  of  the  Registrar  General  of  Births,  Marriages 
and  Deaths  in  England,  with  some  alterations,  which  circumstances  in  this  country 
seemed  to  dictate.  They  are  numbered  for  the  purpose  of  convenient  reference, 
and  each  class  is  arranged  alphabetically.  The  numbers  in  parentheses,  in  the 
following  notes,  are  references  to  the  heads,  under  which  diseases  are  arranged 
in  the  Classified  Abstract  Those  who  may  wish  for  a  more  particular  sub-division 
of  the  diseases  for  1847,  or  the  age  or  month  of  the  year  in  which  they  occurred, 
may  consult  the  Alphabetical  Abstract 

NOTES— 1847. 

Zlmoiic  Diseases. — Under  Cholera  (1)  are  included  63  cases  of  Cholera  Morbus, 
and  14  of  Bilious  Colic.  Under  Fever  Remittent  (8)  are  included  5  cases  of  Yel- 
low Fever.  Under  Fever  Typhus  (9)  are  included  3*^4  cases  of  Fever,  76 
of  Typhoid,  10  of  Nervous,  72  of  Brain,  15  of  Synochus,  12  of  Congestive,  5  of 
Putrid,  3  of  Gastric,  and  3  of  Ship  Fever.  Under  Scarlatina  (13)  are  included 
61  cases  of  Canker,  43  of  Canker  Rash,  3^3  of  Throat  Distemper,  9  of  Throat  Dis- 
ease, and  3  of  Putrid  Sore  Throat  Under  Small  Pox  (14]  are  included  2  cases 
of  Chicken  Pox. 

Dlseasts  of  General  or  Uncertain  Seat. — Under  Hemorrhage  (23)  are  included 
4  cases  of  Hemoptysis,  2  of  Hematemesis,  and  1  of  Epistoxis.  Under  Malfor- 
mation (26)  are  included  1  case  of  Spina  Bifida,  and  1  of  Cyanosis.  Under 
Scrofula  (28)  are  included  1  case  of  Bronchocele,  2  of  King's  Evil,  3  of  Rickets, 
and  I  of  Humor.  Under  Sudden  Deaths  (29)  are  included  6  Found  Dead,  4  by 
Drinking  Cold  Water,  and  1  of  Surfeit  Under  Tumor  (30)  is  1  case  of  Mela- 
nosis. 

Diseases  of  ihi  Nervous  i%#fem.— Under  Apoplexy  (3 1  fare  included  5  cases  of 
Lethargy.  Under  Convulsions  (:M)  are  included  1 1  cases  of  Spasms,  and  1  of 
Catalepsy.  Under  Tetanus  (40)  is  1  case  of  Cramp.  Under  Brain,  &c..  Disease 
of  (41)  are  included  .54  cases  of  Inflammation  of  the  Brain,  6  of  Neuralgia,  16  of 
Con{?estion  of  the  Brain,  and  I  of  Phrenitis. 

Diseases  1^ the  ResjnaAory  Organs. —Under  Bronchitis  (43)  are  included  2  cases 
of  Catarrh.  Under  Consumption  (44)  are  included  13  cases  of  Phthisis.  Under 
Pneumonia  (48)  are  included  371  cases  of  Lung  Fever,  and  53  of  Inflammation  of 
the  Lungs.  Under  Lungs,  dLC,  Disease  of  (50)  are  included  11  cases  of  Conges- 
tion of  the  Lungs. 
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IHseates  of  the  Organs  of  Cireulaiton.—lJ uder  Heart,  &c.,  Disease  of  (53)  are 
included  11  cases  of  ADiemia,  5  of  Angina  Pectoris,  and  3  of  Ossification  of  the 
Cardiac  Valves. 

DUetues  of  the  Digestive  Organs, — ^Under  Colic  (55)  are  included  1  case  of 
Constipation  of  the  Bowels,  and  1  of  Painters'  Colic.  Under  Enti?rilis  (57)  are 
included  77  cases  of  Inflammation  of  the  Bowels,  and  22  of  Bilious  Fever.  Un- 
der Hernia  (59)  are  included  2  cases  of  Umbilical  Rupture.  Under  Organs,  &c., 
Disease  of  (()5)  are  included  34  cases  of  Disease  of  the  Bowels,  10  of  Disease  of 
the  Stomach,  and  1  of  Disease  of  the  Tongue.  Under  Jaundice  ((>8)  are  in- 
cluded 2  cases  of  Obstruction  of  the  Gall  Ducts. 

Diseases  of  the  Urinary  Organs, — Under  Kidneys,  &c..  Disease  of  (75)  are  in- 
cluded 3  cases  of  Strangury,  and  1  of  Disease  of  the  Prostate  Ghnd. 

Diseases  of  the  Organs  of  Generation, — Under  Childbirth  (76)  are  included  2 
cases  of  Rupture  of  the  Uterus,  and  1  of  Abortion.  Under  Organs,  &c..  Disease 
of  (79)  are  included  7  cases  of  Disease  of  the  Ovaries. 

Diseases  o  the  Organs  of  Locomotion, — Under  Joints,  &c.,  Disease  of  (61)  are 
included  5  cases  of  Disease  of  the  Bones. 

Diseases  of  the  Inlegwneniary  System, — Under  Ulcers  (85)  are  included  3  cases 
of  Fever  Sore.  Under  Skin,  &c.,  Disease  of  (87)  are  included  3  cases  of  Psori- 
asis, and  1  of  Carbuncle. 

Of  External  Causes, — Under  Casualties  (90)  are  included  8  cases  of  Sun 
Stroke,  2  of  Murder,  2  of  Medicine  given  by  Mistake,  1  of  Struck  by  Lightning, 
1  Frozen,  1  Overlaid,  1  of  Neck  broken  by  diving  into  water,  1  Wounded,  1  of 
Fracture  of  the  Spine,  and  1  by  Cutting  a  Corn.  Under  Drowned  (1>2)  72  were 
lost  at  sea«    Under  Intemperance  (99)  1  by  the  excessive  use  of  Opium. 
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Table  III.     3.  Abstract  of  Returns  of  Causes  of 

Deaths, 

in  the  three  years  1845,  1846  and  1847. 




To  10.000  Deaths  by  all 

Specified  Cauaat,  there 

C4VBK8   OP   DXATM. 

1846. 

1846. 

1847. 

were  in 

1845. 

1846. 

1847. 

AllCaii868,      .        ,        «        . 

8642 

9241 

10,816 

Specified  Causes, 

8070 

8741 

10,317 

10,000 

10,000 

10,000 

1 

Zimotic  Diseases,  or  Epidemic,  En- 

4efDic,  and  Contagious  Diseases, 

2208 

2121 

^82 

27ai 

2427 

2890 

Spoaadic  Diseases. 

2 

Of  Uncertain  or  General  Seat,    . 

889 

1730 

1382 

1102 

1979 

1339 

8 

or  the  Nervous  System,     . 

794 

769 

930 

984 

880 

901 

4 

Of  the  Respiratory  Orgrans, 

254-2 

2447 

3042 

3150 

2799 

2949 

5 

Of  the  Organs  of  Circulation,     . 

136 

151 

207 

ir>e 

172 

201 

6 

Of  the  Digestive  Organs,  . 

517 

328 

393 

641 

375 

381 

7 

Of  the  Urinary  Organs,     • 

32 

86 

48 

4( 

41 

47 

8 

Of  the  Organs  of  Generation,     . 

95 

80 

107 

lU 

92 

104 

9 

Of  the  Organs  of  Locomotion,    • 

34 

39 

54 

42 

45 

52 

10 

Of  the  Integumentary  System,    . 

17 

10 

20 

21 

12 

19 

11 

Of  Old  Age,    .         .         •         . 

504 

688 

733 

624 

787 

711 

12 

Of  External  Canses, 
ToUls,          .         .         • 

30*2 

342 

419 

374 

391 

406 

8070 

8741 

10,317 

10,000 

10,000 

10,000 

1 

1. 
Cholera,            •         •         ••         • 

45 

40 

92 

56 

46 

89 

H    Cholera  Infantum,     . 

111 

258 

224 

138 

294 

217 

3     Croup,     .         .         .         •         . 

261 

218 

277 

823 

250 

2G8 

4  1  Diarrhoea,         .         ,         •         • 

24 

55 

271 

30 

Gi^ 

263 

•S    Dysentery,       •         .         .         • 

200 

122 

410 

248 

140 

397 

6 

Erysipelas,        .         .         •         • 

HI 

84 

53 

137 

96 

51 

7 

Fever  Intermittent,    . 

3 

5 

2 

4 

6 

2 

8 

"      Remittent, 

6 

12 

6 

7 

14 

6 

9 

"      Typhus, 

772 

614 

944 

057 

703 

915 

10 

Hooping  Cough, 

68 

100 

104 

84 

11^ 

101 

11 

Influenui,          •         •         «         , 

16 

16 

28 

20 

18 

27 

12 

Measles,           «... 

44 

46 

1.36 

54 

53 

132 

13 

Scarlatina,        ,         •         «         • 

538 

516 

418 

667 

590 

405 

14 

Small  Pox 

5 

32 

12 

6 

37 

12 

15 

Syphilis,           «         «         .         . 
Thrush, 

Totals,          .         •        ,         . 

3 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

16 

1 

2 

4 

1 

2 

4 

2208 

"2121 

2982 

2736 

2427 

2890 

17 

2. 
Abscess,           •         .         •         « 

3 

13 

10 

4 

15 

It) 

18 

Atrophy,           .         •         ♦         . 

18 

13 

38 

22 

15 

37 

19 

Cancer, 

99 

113 

118 

123 

12J> 

114 

120 

DcbUity,          *         .         .         . 

15 

13 

37 

19 

15 

96 
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Cavsbs  of  Dbatbs — Continued. 


To  10,000  Deaths  by  all 

Specified  Causes,  thece 

Causxs  op  Death. 

184& 

1846. 

18«7. 

were  ii 

I 

1845. 

1846. 

184T. 

21 

181 

235 

277 

224 

269 

268 

22 

Gout,          .         .         •         • 

5 

5 

3 

6 

6 

3 

23 

Hemorrhage,        • 

28 

30 

25 

35 

34 

24 

24 

Infantile  Diseases, 

450 

1187 

708 

558 

1358 

6fee 

25 

Inflammation, 

6 

31 

27 

7 

35 

26 

26 

Malformation, 

4 

4 

8 

5 

5 

8 

27 

Mortification, 

26 

24 

44 

32 

27 

43 

28 

Scrofula,     .         •         »         » 

42 

31 

41 

52 

35 

40 

29 

Sudden  Deaths,   • 

, 

19 

27 

. 

22 

26 

30 

Tumor,        .         .         .         • 
Totals,      .... 

12 

12 

19 

15 

14 

la 

889 

1730 

1382 

1102 

1979 

1339> 

31 

Apoplexjr,  .... 
Cephalitis,  •         .     '    • 

82 

69 

90 

101 

79 

87 

32 

94 

88 

54 

116 

44 

52 

33 

Chorea,       »         »         •         . 

2 

2 

2 

3 

2 

2 

34 

Convulsions, 

204 

146 

237 

254 

167 

230. 

35 

Delirium  Tremens, 

13 

17 

24 

16 

19 

2^ 

36 

Epilepsy,     .... 

7 

13 

14 

9 

15 

13 

37 

Hydrocephalus,    . 

189 

281 

233 

234 

264 

226 

38 

Insanity,     .... 

12 

9 

24 

15 

10 

23 

39 

Paralysis,    .... 

117 

177 

164 

145 

203 

15^ 

40 

Tetanus,     .... 

5 

3 

9 

6 

3 

9 

41 

Brain,  &c.,  Disease  of,  . 
Totals,    .... 

69 

64 

79 

85 

74 

77 

794 

769 

930 

964 

880 

901 

42 

4. 
Asthma,      .... 

9 

6 

12 

11 

7 

12 

43 

Bronchitis, .... 

12 

12 

19 

15 

14 

18 

44 

Consumption, 

2072 

2104 

2397 

2567 

2407 

2324 

45 

Hydrothorax, 

49 

18 

16 

61 

20 

15 

46 

Laryngitis, 

5 

1 

5 

6 

1 

5 

47 

Pleurisy,     .... 

20 

.33 

47 

25 

38 

46 

48 

Pneumonia, 

350 

235 

501 

434 

269 

486 

49 

duinsy,       .... 

11 

9 

14 

14 

10 

13 

50 

Lungs,  &€.,  Disease  of^ 
Totals,    .... 

14 

29 

31 

17 

33 

30 

2542 

2447 

3042 

3150 

2799 

294^ 

51 

5. 

Aneurism,  ...» 

3 

9 

3 

4 

4 

5 

52 

Pericarditis, 

13 

1 

2 

16 

1 

% 

53 

Heart,  &c.,  Disease  of. 
Totals,    .... 

120 

147 

202 

148 

167 

196 

136 

151 

207 

168 

172 

201 

51 

6. 
Ascites,      •        .         •        • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

55 

Colic,          .         •         .         • 

34 

12 

16 

42 

14 

15 

56 

Dyspepsia, .... 

12 

8 

1^ 

15 

9 

^SL 
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Causes  of 

Death 

B — Ccniinued. 

CaV8K8    or    DXATH. 

1846. 

1846. 

1847. 

lo  10,000  Deaths  by  all 
Hpeci6ed  Causes,  liiera 
were  in 

1846. 

1846 

1847. 

57 

58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 

Enteritis,     .... 

Gaatriiis,     .... 

Hernia,       .... 

IntusdUflception,  . 

Periloniti:!, 

Teething,    .... 

Ulceration, 

Worms 

Organs,  dLC,  Disease  of, 
Pancreas,  Disease  of,    . 
Hepatitis,    .... 
Jaundice,    .... 
Liver,  Disease  of, 
Spleen,  Disease  of, 

Totals,     .... 

7. 
Diabetes,    .... 
Cystitis,      .... 
Gravel,        .... 
Nephritis,   .... 
Kidneys,  &c..  Disease  of, 

Totals 

a 

Childbirth, 

Put  rperal  Fever, 

Paramenia, 

Organs,  &c.,  Disease  of, 

Totals,    .         .         .         . 

9. 

Rheumatism, 
Joints,  &c.,  Disease  of, 
Hip,  Disease  of,  . 
Spine,  Disease  of. 

Totals,    .... 

10. 
Fistula,       .... 
Ulcera,        .... 
Purpura,      .... 
Skin,  &C.,  Disease  of,  . 

ToUls 

11. 
Old  Age,    .... 

145 
11 

. 

5 
12 
31 

10 
194 

. 

13 
51 

132 
4 
9 
5 
5 

30 

7 
53 

• 

14 
49 

« 

118 

19 

12 

2 

7 

61 

i4 
45 

24 
63 

. 

179 
13 

'6 
15 
38 

i2 
243 

. 

15 
63 

• 

151 
4 

10 
6 
6 

34 

. 
8 
61 

. 

16 
56 

114 

18 

12 

2 

7 

60 

13 

44 

. 

23 
61 

• 

71 
7-2 
73 
74 
75 

517 

7 
5 
9 
3 

8 

32 

52 
35 

*8 

328 

15 
3 

9 

. 
9 

393 

16 
4 

10 
5 

13 

641 

9 

6 

11 

4 

10 

375 

17 

3 

10 

• 
11 

381 

15 
4 

10 

5 

13 

76 
77 

78 
79 

36 

45 
30 

5 

48 

69 
25 

i3 

40 

65 
43 

io 

41 

52 
34 

*6 

47 

67 
24 

13 

80 
81 
8*2 
83 

95 

17 
1 
2 

14 

80 

13 
2 
3 

21 

107 

21 
5 

8 
20 

118 

21 

1 

3 

17 

92 

15 
2 
3 

25 

104 

20 
5 
8 

19 

84 
85 
86 
87 

34 

1 

10 
4 
2 

39 

*9 

• 
1 

54 

1 
H 

4 
4 

42 

1 

12 

5 

3 

45 

ii 

• 

52 

1 
10 

4 
4 

88 

17 

504 

10 
688 

20 
733 

21 
624 

12 

787 

19 
711 
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Causes  of  Deaths— Conrinwcd. 

To  10,000  Deaths  by  aU 

Speeilied  Causes,  thero 

Caubkb  or  Death. 

1845. 

1846. 

1847. 

were  in 

1845. 

1846. 

1847. 

12. 

89 

Barns  and  Scalds, 

33 

36 

27 

41 

41 

26 

90 

Casualties, 

84 

131 

129 

104 

150 

125 

91 

Dnnking  Cold  Water,  . 

. 

4 

. 

, 

4 

92 

Drowned,    •         •         •         . 

114 

lis 

178 

141 

131 

172 

9.3 

Executed,    .... 

• 

. 

a 

, 

94 

Fractures,  .... 

3 

4 

4 

• 

4 

95 

Frozen,       .... 

. 

1- 

• 

• 

1 

m 

Glanders,    .... 

, 

. 

, 

a 

. 

97 

Hydrophobia, 

. 

, 

• 

• 

• 

98 

Homicide,  .... 

, 

2 

, 

. 

3 

91> 

Intemperance, 

23 

19 

30 

29 

22 

29 

100 

Lisfhtning,  .... 

, 

1 

. 

• 

1 

101 

Malpractice, 

, 

• 

a 

. 

• 

10  > 

Necusia,     .... 

a 

, 

, 

. 

103 

Poisoned,    .... 

10 

5 

4 

13 

6 

4 

104 

Starvation,  .... 

, 

^ 

• 

a 

, 

105 

Suffocation, 

6 

5 

3 

7 

6 

3 

106 

Suicide,      .... 

29 

31 

36 

36 

35 

35 

lo; 

Wounds,     .... 
Totals,    .... 

• 

• 

. 

• 

. 

• 

302 

342 

419 

374 

391 

406 

13. 

108 

Causes  not  specified,     . 
14. 

572 

470 

499 

709 

538 

484 

100 

Stillborn 

73 

109 

149 

90 

125 

144 

NOTE. 

The  number  of  the  stUlbom,  in  1847,  is  stated  above  to  be  149,  while  in  the 
table  on  the  next  page  it  is  33.  The  cause  of  this  disagreement  is  that  the 
first  number  (149)  was  abstracted  from  the  returns  of  the  deaths ;  and  the  second 
(33)  from  the  returns  of  the  births.  The  stillborn  should  always  be  fully  reported, 
both  among  the  births  and  deaths ;  but,  having  never  lived  as  separate,  indepen- 
dent persons,  they  should  be  excluded  in  numbering  the  deaths.  This  has  been 
done  in  all  the  calculations  in  these  tables.  A  deduction  of  499,  for  causes  not 
specified,  leaves  10,317  as  the  number  of  deaths  for  specified  causes,  and  this  was 
the  basis  of  the  calculations. 
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Table  III.    4.  Stillborn  Cases. 


COUNTIES. 

al. 

Hootb. 

Sex. 

j 

1 

Hampshire. 

Hampden. 

Fraoklin. 

Berkshire. 

Norfolk. 

^     £            ^  Tol 

E II 1 1 

May,    .     . 
June,   •     . 
July,    .     . 
August,     • 
September, 
October,    . 
November, 
December, 
January,    • 
February,  . 
March, 
April,  .     . 

Male,  •     . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male, .     . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male, .     . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male, .     . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male, .     . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male, .     . 
Female,    • 
Not  stated, 
Ai&ie,  •     • 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male, .     • 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male, .     . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male,  •     . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male, .  .  . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated, 
Male,  •     . 
Female,    . 
Not  stated. 

• 

1 

• 

2 

1 
1 

*1 

'l 

'l 

1 

1 

'l 
1 

..1.1 
1     .       .       .       . 

1  !    !    !    ! 
1  .    .    .    . 

!    !    !    !     1 
1  •    .    . 
1  .    .    .    . 

!     1  !    !    ! 
!    !    !     1  .* 

!    !    *i  '.    ! 
1  .    .    .    . 

!    '.    'i  !    ! 
.    .    .     1  . 
.     1  .    .    . 

I    !    !     1  ! 

1  !    !    !    '. 
1  .    .    . 

1  !    .'    !    *. 
!    !    'i  '.    '. 

.    'j  '.    .    '. 

2 
2 

*1 
1 

Totol,  .     . 

Male, .     . 
Female,    • 
Not  stated. 

4 
4 
4 

2    .        Ill 

2   .      .      .       1 

o 

•       A    •      •      . 

2   .       2     1    •      14 

12.       1    .      11 

•       1     1    .      •       8 

Grand  total. 

• 

1-^ 

4     2     it     1     2 

3     3     3     2.     33 
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Table  IV.     Facts  illustrating  the  Influence  op 
Occupation  on  Longevity, 

Showing  the  number j  and  the  aggregate  and  average  ages  of  tn- 
dividuals  differently  employed^  abstracted  from  the  returns. 

[Note.    No  person  ander  20  years  of  age  is  included  m  this  abstract    It  is  supposed  that 
occupations  have  no  particular  influence  before  that  time.] 


1845. 

1846. 

1847. 

OCCUPATIONS. 

£ 

«} 

• 

1 

H 

1^ 

1 

9 

\i 

H 

1 

9 

h 

h 

z 

-<• 

7L 

<  • 

<" 

z 

<  * 

•<• 

Artists,     . 

• 

• 

• 

• 

2 

48 

24.00 

Clergymen,        • 

U 

555 

saoo 

14 

a97 

64-07 

17 

1045 

61.47 

Editors,     . 

, 

• 

I 

45 

45.00 

, 

, 

• 

Lawyers,  . 

7 

346 

49.42 

8 

472 

69.00 

9 

593 

65.89 

Physicians, 

20 

1132 

56.60 

21 

1000 

47.64 

21 

nil 

5290 

Professors, 

, 

^ 

, 

, 

• 

• 

2 

120 

60.00 

Scholars,  • 

3 

70 

2!i33 

1 

21 

21.00 

7 

163 

23.29 

Teachers, 

31 

626 

29.85 

9 

412 

45.78 

12 

546 

45..')0 

Musicians, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

4 

159 

39.75 

Total,  . 

63 

2729 

43.98 

54 

2847 

52.72 

74 

3785 

51.15 

Booksellefs,       •         • 

1 

26 

26;00 

• 

• 

Brokers,    . 

, 

• 

• 

2 

108 

54.00 

• 

, 

• 

Gentlemen, 

9 

613 

68.11 

10 

662 

m,uo 

13 

937 

72.08 

Merchants, 

46 

2301 

5(l08 

42 

2:113 

55^7 

56 

2583 

46.13 

Traders,    . 

;m 

14(iO 

42.94 

^ 

121;] 

44.9-2 

33 

1498 

45.39 

Total,  . 

90 

4403 

48.92 

81 

4296 

53.04 

102 

5018 

49.20 

Farmers,  . 

645 

39,869 

61.64 

679 

45,241 

66.63 

741 

47,538 

64.14 

Clerks,      . 

]l 

402 

36.54 

14 

518  37.00 

18 

630 

35.00 

Public  Oflicers, 

6 

3«d   56.331 

7 

331    47.21» 

6 

392 

«>.33 

Engineers, 

2 

fW   31.50 

2 

62   31.00 

3 

94 

31.33 

Innkeepers, 
Stage  Drivers,   . 

8 

3:13   4!».I2 

7 

3.55   50.71 

12 

615 

51.25 

4 

147   3^75 

3 

105  35.00 

3 

159 

5aoo 

Drovers,   , 

] 

20  20.iK) 

•            • 

« 

■ 

^ 

Wharfingers,     . 

3 

181 

60.33 

, 

•            • 

, 

, 

• 

Baggage  Mastera, 

• 

• 

• 

1 

25  25j00 

• 

• 

• 

Total,  • 

35 

1544 

44.11 

34 

1396  41.06 

42 

1890 

45.00 

Bakers,     • 

4 

101 

47.75 

5 

194   3P.fiO 

8 

495 

5.3.12 

Barbers,    . 

1 

24 

24.00 

3 

142  47.;W 

1 

43 

43.00 

Blacksmithfl, 

45 

2346 

52.13. 

43 

2197 

51.09 

61 

3387 

55.52 
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Influence 

OF  Occupation, 

&c.- 

Continued. 

1845. 

1846. 

1847. 

OCCUPATIONS. 

E 

1^ 

H 

1 

3 

u 

& 

h 

3 

5 

ii 

ij 

Z 

< 

<  ■ 

iS 

<  " 

-<  • 

£. 

"^* 

<• 

Block-makers,    . 

2 

131 

(15.50 

2 

i:«  66.04) 

• 

BookbiDders,      . 

1 

2y 

29.00 

1 

41   41.00 

, 

, 

Brake  and  Firemen,    . 

• 

, 

• 

4 

110   27.50 

, 

• 

• 

Brick-makers,    . 

, 

, 

, 

2 

90   45.00 

2 

58 

29.00 

Brudh-makers,    • 

1 

39 

39.00 

1 

66   6(i.OO 

• 

, 

. 

Butchers,  . 

(i 

32U 

5:}.3.3 

8 

294   3f>.75 

4 

199 

49.75 

Cabinet-makers, 

Vi 

642 

49.:W 

9 

414   4(>.00 

14 

639 

4.5.(i3 

Caru -makers,     . 

1 

31 

31.00 

3 

138   4(..00 

1 

70 

70.00 

Carpenters, 

7\) 

412«» 

."i2.2«i 

70 

34-26   48.94 

92 

4409 

4801 

CaullLers  and  Gravers, 

2 

145 

72.50 

3 

1S»9  mM 

2 

116 

58.00 

Chair-makers,    . 

, 

• 

• 

6 

206  34..3.3 

8 

2S»6 

37.00 

Chaide  makers,  . 

• 

, 

2 

140   70.00 

3 

164 

54.67 

Cigar  makers,    • 

2 

'eo 

30.00 

1 

20   20.00 

, 

, 

Cluck-makers,    . 

• 

• 

• 

, 

.     1       . 

] 

43 

43.00 

Clothiers, 

• 

, 

2 

95  47.50 

1 

69 

«».iK) 

Comb-makers,    . 

, 

. 

, 

2 

84   42.00 

3 

97 

32.33 

Confectioners,    • 

1 

51 

51.00 

, 

.     1       . 

1 

24 

24.00 

Coopers,    . 

l:{ 

843 

<»4.7<i 

19 

1030  .54.21 

20 

1178 

.58.90 

Copperamiths,    . 

a 

. 

, 

1 

42   42.00 

1 

47 

47.00 

Curriers  and  Tanners, 

ti 

54 

27.00 

10 

437,  43.7(/ 

12 

576 

4aoo 

Cutlers,     . 

2 

111 

55..50 

, 

• 

, 

• 

'  • 

Dentists,  . 

^ 

• 

2 

86  43.00 

, 

• 

, 

Distillers, 

J 

51 

51.00 

, 

•     1       • 

. 

, 

Dru  artists. 

, 

^ 

. 

1 

.57   57.00 

3 

144 

48.00 

Dyers, 

• 

, 

, 

3 

110   36.67 

1 

37 

37.00 

En^rravers, 

• 

• 

4 

127   31.75 

• 

, 

Founders, 

, 

• 

, 

1 

25  25.00 

3 

134 

44.67 

Furnace-men,     . 

1 

S'2 

32.00 

I 

22   22.00 

4 

255 

63.75 

Glass-cutters,     • 

, 

• 

, 

1 

37   37.(0 

• 

• 

, 

Gunsmiths, 

, 

. 

1 

80   80.00 

• 

. 

Harness-makers, 

7 

sw 

48.57 

4 

1.52|  38.00 

5 

a-w 

67.60 

Hatters,     . 

5 

S4t< 

mm 

10 

553   55.30 

7 

4:^5 

60.72 

Inspectors  of  beef,      . 

• 

, 

1 

43  4.3.(10 

, 

, 

, 

Jewellers, 

5 

240 

48.00 

4 

163  40.75 

5 

803 

40.60 

Leather  dressers. 

, 

, 

5 

245;  4!».00 

, 

• 

Machinists, 

l:< 

437 

;w.f?i 

lf» 

603|  31.44 

:w 

1234 

.37.37 

Manufacturers,  . 

:n 

i:i33 

43.00 

6 

253   42.17 

20 

a•^o 

SI.-'^O 

Masons,     • 

21 

1182 

.5H.28 

20 

9J»0   49..'S0 

15 

787 

52.47 

Mast-makers,     • 

, 

, 

1 

58   .58.00 

3 

1.35 

4.^.00 

Mechanics, 

9 

4  OH 

45.11 

7 

345   49.3:< 

22 

829 

37.(« 

Miliars,     . 

5 

242 

48.50 

5 

3f«  72.6<» 

6 

472 

7H.(i7 

Millwrights,       . 

, 

, 

, 

1 

51    51.00 

3 

153 

51.00 

Nailers,     . 

4 

153 

38.24 

3 

132   44.00 

, 

, 

Oporaiives, 

, 

, 

, 

12 

426  .3.5.50 

19 

569 

30.00 

Organ -builders. 

, 

, 

, 

1 

61    61.(0 

, 

• 

. 

Paimers,   . 

10 

411 

41.10 

16 

644   40.25 

24 

111.1 

46.46 

Paper  makers,    . 

3 

124 

41. .33 

3 

172   .«i7.33 

1 

2( 

26.00 

Paper  stainers,  . 

• 

. 

, 

1 

28  28  00 

, 

• 

• 

PaiiPrn-makers, 

, 

, 

1 

45  45.00 

, 

, 

, 

Pianoforte-makers, 

I 

24, 

24.00 

- 

1       . 

1  .  1 

. 

• 

• 
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Influbnce 

OF  Occupation, 

&c.— 

Continued. 

1845. 

1846. 

1847. 

OCCUPATIONl. 

s 

1 

s 

i 

h 

1^ 

1 

1^ 

h 

1 

h 

h 

Pile-driven, 

• 

m 

• 

1 

54 

54.00 

• 

Pocketbook-maken,    . 

1 

69 

69.00 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

m 

Potten,     . 

• 

, 

• 

1 

80 

80.00 

, 

• 

• 

Powder-maken, 

• 

• 

• 

3 

97 

32.33 

1 

26 

96.00 

Printera,  . 

4 

118 

29.50 

4 

130 

32.50 

6 

206 

34.33 

Pomp  &  Block-makerB, 

• 

• 

• 

2 

164 

82.00 

• 

• 

• 

Rig^gerSy  •         •         • 

1 

53 

53.00 

1 

87 

37.00 

■ 

• 

Rope-maken,    . 
Sail-makera, 

2 

90 

45.00 

7 

426 

60.86 

7 

864 

52.00 

, 

• 

• 

8 

127 

42.33 

1 

74 

74.00 

Salt  manufacturen,    . 

• 

• 

• 

, 

• 

• 

2 

132 

66.00 

Sculptors. 
Shipwrights,      • 
Shoe-makers,     • 

, 

• 

• 

1 

93 

93.00 

• 

• 

5 

990 

saoo 

8 

498 

62.25 

13 

765 

58.04 

134 

5596 

41.76 

133 

5586 

42.00 

154 

6716 

4a6] 

Soap-makers,     . 

• 

• 

• 

I 

60 

60.00 

2 

82 

41.00 

Stablers,  . 

3 

158 

39.50 

2 

63 

31.50 

1 

58 

5&00 

Stone-cutters,    . 

10 

416 

41.61 

16 

688 

4aoo 

14 

065 

40.86 

Tailors,     . 

12 

600 

50.00 

5 

272 

54.40 

14 

680 

4a87 

Tallow-chandlers, 

, 

• 

, 

1 

64 

64.00 

1 

67 

67.00 

Tinmen,   • 

• 

• 

, 

3 

141 

47.00 

3 

97 

83.33 

Trunk-makers,  . 

• 

• 

• 

1 

33 

3aoo 

, 

• 

• 

Umbrella-makers, 

• 

^ 

• 

1 

43 

4aoo 

• 

• 

• 

Victuallers, 

3 

140 

46.66 

• 

• 

• 

2 

97 

48M 

Weavers, 

• 

, 

• 

6 

295 

49.17 

5 

281 

56.20 

• 

■ 

• 

1 

25 

25.00 

• 

• 

• 

Wheel-wrights, 

6 

192 

32.00 

6 

242 

40.33 

15 

669 

44.60 

Whip-makers,    • 

■ 

, 

• 

1 

82 

32.00 

1 

36 

36.00 

Wood-turners,   . 

1 

56 

56.00 

• 

• 

• 

, 

• 

• 

Wool-dyers, 

1 

55 

55.00 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Wool-sorters,     . 

2 

96 

48.00 

2 

95 

47.50 

• 

• 

• 

ToUl,   . 

476 

22,398 

47.05 

^ 

24,613 

45.75 

651 

30,241 

46.45 

Male  Domestics, 

• 

• 

1 

97 

97.00 

3 

154 

51.38 

Laborers, 

208 

10^ 

49.79 

209 

10,238 

49.00 

259 

12,088 

4a67 

Teamsters, 

11 

832 

90.18 

6 

344 

57.83 

• 

• 

• 

Total,   . 

219 

10,090 

48.81 

216 

10,679 

49.44 

^ 

12,342 

46.78 

Fishermen, 

14 

580 

41.42 

7 

316 

45.14 

69 

2030 

37.97 

Freighters, 

• 

• 

• 

2 

83 

41.50 

• 

, 

• 

PUote,      .        .        . 

• 

, 

• 

S 

133 

66.50 

• 

• 

• 

Seamen,   . 

131 

5626 

4SM 

108 

6266 

48.76 

145 

6590 

45.45 

Total,   • 

145 

6206 

43.80 

119 

5798 

4a72 

liA 

9310 

4a04 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


50 


SIXTH  REGISTRATION  REPORT. 


Influence  of 

OccuPATIO^ 

r,  Ac- 

•Continued 

• 

1845. 

1846. 

1847. 

OCCDPATIONS. 

& 

Aggregate 

!^ 

1 

9 

2; 

Aggregate 
age. 

h 

9 

2: 

age. 

Average 
age. 

Paupen,    . 

5 

4oe 

81.60 

36 

2,503 

69.53 

21 

1,386 

66.00 

loBaoe, 

• 

■ 

1 

68 

68.00 

26 
47 

1,322 

50.85 

Total,    • 

5 

408 

81.60 

37 

2,571 

69.48 

2,708 

57.62 

Females. 

Domestics, 

8 

466 

55.75 

5 

153 

30.60 

11 

604    54.99 

Dress-makers,    . 

11 

338 

30.72 

8 

239 

29.87 

9 

271    30.11 

Housekeepers,   . 

179 

8,888 

49.61 

275 

14,279 

51.92 

371 

19,133    51.57 

Ladies,      . 

3 

212 

70.66 

2 

140 

70.00 

3 

213 

71.00 

Midwives, 

, 

• 

• 

1 

92 

92.00 

■ 

• 

• 

Milliners, . 

2 

53 

26.50 

3 

132 

44.00 

4 

132 

33.00 

Nurses,     • 

2 

106 

53.00 

4 

208 

52.00 

2 

128 

64.00 

Operatives, 

27 

779 

21.44 

30 

767 

25.57 

43 

1,162 

27.02 

Seamstresses,     . 

9 

464 

44.88 

18 

717 

39.83 

11 

514 

4a73 

Shoe-binders,     . 

3 

115 

38.33 

5 

117 

23.40 

6 

313 

52.17 

Straw-braiders,  . 

4 

140 

35.50 

3 

134 

44.66 

5 

180 

36.00 

Tailoresses, 

16 

654 

40.87 

17 

658 

38.71 

9 

391 

43.44 

Teachers, 

• 

, 

14 

376 

26.86 

14 

405 

2&93 

Weavers, . 

• 

• 

• 

10 

525 

52.50 

2 

490 

50 

25.00 

Total,    . 

264 

12,215 

46.32 

395 

18,537 

46.93 

23,496 

47.95 

RECAPITULATION. 


Professional  men, 

62 

2,724 

43.93 

54 

2,847 

52.72 

74 

3,785 

51.15 

Merchants, 

90 

4,403 

48.92 

81 

4,296 

53.04 

102 

5,018 

49.20 

Agrriculturists,   . 

645 

89,869 

61.81 

679 

45,241 

66.63 

741 

47,538 

64.14 

Public  Officers, 

35 

1,544 

44.11 

34 

1,396 

41.06 

42 

1,890 

45.00 

Mechanics, 

476 

22,398 

47.05 

538;   24,613 

45.75 

651 

30,241 

46.45 

Liaborers,  . 

219 

10,690 

48.81 

216 

10,679 

49.44 

262 

12,242 

4a73 

Seamen,    . 

145 

6,206 

42.80 

119 

5,798 

48.72 

214 

9,210 

43.04 

Paupers,   • 

5 

408 

81.60 

37 

2,571 

69.48 

47 

2,708 

57.62 

Females,  • 

264 

12,215 

46.32 

395 

18,537 

46.93 

490 

23,496 

47.95 

Total  &  averaflfes^ 

1941 

100,457 

51.76 

2153 

115,978 

53.87 

2623 

136,128 

51.89 
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Table  V.    Facts  illustrating  the  Influence  of  Domestic 
Condition  on  Longevity, 

Showing,  for  each  County,  the  number  and  aggregate  age  of  all  in  the 
returns  over  20  years  old,  whose  condition  is  specified. 


MALES. 

females. 

Unmarried. 

Married. 

Widowers. 

Unmarried. 

BIarried. 

Widows. 

Counties. 

1 

z 

i 

1^ 

^ 

1^ 

2 

1 

1^ 

9 
2 

2 

|i, 

Essex,      .       . 

88 

3134 

204 

10,705 

30 

2,141 

88 

4,241 

2l3 

9,359 

165 

12^12 

Middlesex, 

43 

1509 

231 

11,723 

45 

3,306 

88 

3,416 

290 

12,582 

101 

7,488 

Worcester, 

104 

3764 

258 

13,928 

64 

4,707 

104 

4,520 

272 

12,194 

142 

10,424 

Hampshire, 

11 

374 

45 

2,736 

16 

1,2  7 

28 

1,080 

70 

3,376 

44 

3,282 

Hampden, 

a? 

880 

76 

4,360 

17 

1,076 

23 

846 

93 

3,881 

41 

2,834 

Franklin,  , 

18 

557 

47 

2,677 

11 

841 

27 

1,179 

45 

2,128 

3i 

2,257 

Berkshire, 

21 

885 

64 

3,868 

15 

1,113 

20 

813 

84 

3,931 

43 

3,170 

Norfolk,    .       . 

48 

1867 

128 

7,329 

23 

l,i^C6 

51 

2,698 

119 

4,908 

67 

4,834 

Bristol,     .       . 

30 

1017 

105 

5,527 

25 

1,881 

27 

1,555 

123 

5,657 

53 

3,992 

Plymouth, 

26 

1107 

84 

5,101 

16 

1,191 

38 

17  3 

94 

4,402 

68 

5,123 

Barnstable,      . 

5 

153 

68 

3,392 

16 

1,126 

15 

683 

68 

2,934 

40 

2,989 

Dukes  &  Nant. 

7 

267 

30 
I34O 

1,704 

2 

133 

11 

721 

28 

1,248 

20 

1,568 

ToUl,       .       . 

428 

15,514 

73,050 

280 

20,458 

520 

23,545 

1489 

66,600 

8I4J  60,273 

Average  age,  . 

• 

36.25 

• 

54.52 

• 

73.06 

• 

45.28 

• 

44.73 

. 

74.05 
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Secretary's  Office,  Boston,  ) 
December  16,  1848.         V 

To  the  Honorable  Senate^  and  House  of  Representatives  : 

In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  law,  I  present  the  Annual 
Report  containing  the  statement  and  results,  in  tabular  form,  of 
the  Returns  of  Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths,  for  the  registration 
year,  ending  April  30th,  1848. 

I  have  deemed  it  unnecessary  to  make  the  usual  analysis  of  the 
following  tables,  because  their  design  appears  very  distinctly  on 
the  face  of  them,  and  their  importance  cannot,  to  an  intelligent 
mind,  be  heightened  by  any  analysis. 

The  attention  of  the  members  of  the  Legislature  is  particularly 
invited  to  the  selections,  in  the  form  of  notes,  from  the  communi- 
cations of  the  returning  ofScers.  They  indicate  the  existence  of 
many  deficiencies  in  the  execution  of  the  law ;  but  they  evince  a 
strong  sense  of  its  importance,  and  a  desire  that  it  may  be  so 
amended  as  to  insure  its  thorough  enforcement. 

Twenty-eight  cities  and  towns  have  made  no  returns,  whilst 
several  others  have  made  incomplete  ones.  The  names  of  these 
towns  are  given  at  the  end  of  the  "  Notes,"  for  each  county. 

The  returns  now  presented  show  the  number  of  births  to  be  as 
1  to  39|  of  the  inhabitants,  according  to  the  census  of  1840 ;  the 
number  of  marriages  as  1  to  122,  and  the  number  of  deaths  as  1 
to  62|.  The  great  change  and  increase  of  population  in  the 
Commonwealth,  within  the  last  eight  or  ten  years,  affect  mate- 
rially the  importance  of  these  proportions.     And  the  fact,  that  a 
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new  census  is  now  soon  to  be  taken,  renders  this  a  very  desirable 
time  for  a  further  improvement  and  enforcement  of  the  law. 

The  continued  neglect  of  the  city  of  Boston,  to  aid  the  govern- 
ment in  the  aeeoraplishmettt  of  the  mvahiabla  purpose,  contem- 
plated by  the  law,  ought  not  to  be  overlooked.  This  neglect 
cannot  be  in  consonance  with  the  intelligence  and  wisdom,  which 
are  so  conspicuous  in  the  noble  and  enlightened  public  spirit  of 
Boston.  The  bearing  of  the  results  and  facts,  sought  for  by  the 
reqniremeats  of  the  law,  on  interests  of  indisputable  importance, 
cannot  fail  to  be  seen  by  all  thoughtful  observers. 

To  improve  man's  physical  condition,  and  thus  to  contribute 
to  his  moral  advancement,  is  the  gieat  purpose  of  the  statistkal 
views  and  facts,  which  the  law  in  qamiion  strifes  to  bring  to 
Kgbt  More  than  ever  important  does  this  purpose  become  at  Ae 
present  moment,  when  our  Commonwealth  and  coimtry  Ke  open 
to  unlimited  emigrations  from  the  old  world.  UnspeakaUy  inter- 
esliag  and  vita)  shonld  this  view  of  the  subject  be  to  llie  city 
•r  Boston. 

In  reference  to  the  subject  generally,  the  underngoed  respect- 
folly  refers,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature,  to  a  letter  of 
hnmh  J^ATTUGK,  Esq.,  annexed  to  &e  frntrtk  Report  from  this 
office,  under  die  Act  of  Registration ;  and  to  a  commrniication 
made  to  the  last  Legislature  by  Edward  Jakvis,  H.  D.,  in  behalf 
of  the  ^^  American  Statistical  Association ;''  and  to  the  Memorial 
of  Lemuel  Shattuce,  Esq.,  presented  in  the  Senate  at  the  tasi 


Rei^)eet  fully  sulnnittod, 

W.  B.  CALHOUN,  Seeteioiy. 
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BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES,  AND  DEATHS, 

Reiitrned  to  the  Secretary's  Office,  for  the  three  years  ending  April 
30/A,  1846,  1847,  and  1848. 


BIRTHS. 

MARRIAGES. 

DEATHS. 

Population 
in  1840. 

Counties  and  Towhs. 

1846. 

1847. 

1848 

1846. 

1847. 

1848. 

1846. 

1847. 

1848. 

SUFFOLK. 

Boston, 

93,383 

. 

- 

- 

- 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

Chelsea, 

2,390 

134 

180 

165 

29 

30 

22 

30 

98 

110 

North  Chelsea, 

- 

" 

28 

- 

10 

3 

- 

- 

Totals, 

95,773 

134 

180 

193 

29 

40 

25 

30 

98 

110 

ESSEX. 

Amesbury,      - 

2.471 

50 

45 

62 

19 

18 

11 

48 

35 

53 

Andover, 

5,207 

162 

138 

. 

30 

38 

43 

75 

62 

92 

Beverly, 

4,689 

109 

146 

- 

46 

32 

- 

61 

115 

- 

Boxford, 

942 

34 

25 

25 

10 

4 

7 

11 

29 

10 

Bradford, 

2,222 

41 

49 

59 

17 

16 

18 

44 

43 

43 

Danvers, 

5,020 

208 

199 

227 

61 

56 

32 

97 

83 

78 

Essex, 

1,450 

39 

30 

25 

17 

10 

8 

22 

35 

20 

Georgetown,  - 

1.540 

47 

61 

38 

18 

7 

10 

16 

28 

26 

Gloucester,     - 

6,350 

192 

202 

213 

79 

76 

64 

139 

170 

143 

Hamilton, 

818 

24 

15 

25 

12 

6 

3 

11 

12 

14 

Haverhill,       - 

4.336 

104 

. 

140 

41 

46 

37 

58 

21 

20 

Ipswich, 

3,000 

2 

42 

2 

22 

18 

20 

54 

44 

48 

Lawrence, 

. 

. 

. 

216 

. 

. 

30 

« 

. 

no 

Lynn, ' 

9,367 

335 

306 

259 

94 

63 

110 

206 

225 

173 

Lynnfield, 
Manchester,   - 

707 

24 

19 

18 

10 

8 

5 

15 

8 

9 

1.355 

45 

64 

47 

11 

17 

13 

43 

44 

37 

Marblehead,  - 

5,575 

207 

202 

145 

41 

41 

55 

102 

171 

129 

Metbuen, 

2,251 

71 

108 

76 

27 

21 

20 

38 

79 

40 

Middleton, 

657 

18 

18 

17 

4 

5 

1 

11 

15 

5 

Newbury, 

3,789 

67 

41 

104 

26 

36 

32 

49 

60 

9 

Newburyport, 

7,161 

220 

253  217| 

99 

101 

104 

114 

140 

185 

Rockport, 

2,650 

87 

89 

82 

21 

" 

37 

38     57 

64 

Rowley, 

1,203 

24 

18 

25 

7 

7 

8 

20     14 

17 

Salem, 

15,082 

265 

250 

292 

134 

125 

144 

297 

339 

323 

Salisbury, 

2,739 

60 

61 

56 

20 

27 

32 

51 

33 

33 

Saugtts, 

1,098 

35 

40 

34 

Id 

5 

8 

14 

21 

34 

Topsfield, 

1,059 

35 

19 

25 

10 

4 

4 

18 

15 

12 

Wenham, 

689 

17 

- 

- 

7 

- 

8 

- 

. 

West  Newbury, 

1,560 

5 

46 

40 

12 

15 

10 

13!    11 

16 

ToUls, 

94,987 

2527 

2486 

2469 

908 

802 

866 

1673 

1909 

1743 
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BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES,  AND  DEATHS-CbiOmtced 

BIRTHS.      1 

MARRIAGES. 

DEATHS. 

COONTIXS  ARD  TOWRS. 

1111840. 

1 

1 

1846. 

1847. 

1848. 

1846. 

1847. 

1848. 

1846. 

1847. 

1848. 

MIDDT.ESEX. 

Acton, 

1121 

. 

• 

. 

8 

9 

7 

18 

26 

. 

Ashby, 

1346 

7 

. 

25 

5 

11 

14 

15 

31 

20 

Ashland, 

. 

13 

23 

36. 

3 

11 

7 

i 

8 

14 

Bedford, 

929 

23 

28 

16 

6 

6 

8 

irf 

23 

10 

Billerica, 

1632 

32 

22 

29 

13 

2 

9 

25 

20 

26 

Bozborough,  - 

426 

8 

8 

. 

2 

3 

7 

6 

9 

4 

Brighton, 
Burlin^n,     - 
Cambridge,     - 

1425 

50 

63 

66 

16 

12 

10 

22 

17 

39 

510 

13 

12 

111 

2 

8 

3 

3 

8 

12 

8409 

342 

431 

511! 

73 

62 

64 

155 

190 

210 

Carlisle, 

556 

12 

6 

14i 

4 

5 

3 

7 

3 

8 

Charlestown,  - 

11,484 

482 

437 

583 

139 

134 

55 

268 

374 

3S^2 

Chelmsford,    - 

1697 

36 

47 

56 

8 

14 

17 

15 

29 

32 

Concord, 

1784 

56 

. 

• 

15 

13 

14 

21 

21 

34 

Dracut, 

2188 

. 

58 

47 

. 

41 

50 

- 

22 

12 

Dunstable,      - 

603 

9 

8 

9, 

. 

6 

3 

5 

10 

9 

Framingham,  - 

3030 

98 

79 

95 

10 

19 

16 

21 

. 

26 

Groton, 

2139 

54 

13 

36' 

14 

9 

15 

44 

13 

23 

HoUiston, 

1782 

62 

59 

50 

7 

20 

16 

26 

31 

35 

Hopkinton,     - 

2245 

74 

49 

37; 

21 

10 

12 

25 

34 

31 

Lezinffton,     - 
Lincoln, 

1642 

31 

27 

23. 

12 

14 

13 

18 

12 

36 

686 

15 

7 

is; 

4 

7 

5 

4 

8 

16 

Littleton, 

927 

2 

6 

- 

8 

. 

7 

18 

13 

19 

Lowell, 

20,796 

656 

772 

717 

407 

584 

646 

430 

690 

996 

Maiden, 

2514 

71 

71 

53 

21 

27 

35 

46 

69 

41 

Marlborough,  - 

2101 

48 

63 

20, 

19 

23 

15 

36 

26 

18 

Medford, 

2478 

90 

a3 

7C 

25 

17 

13 

42 

53 

38 

Natick, 

1285 

54 

10 

'■5, 

11 

12 

20 

20 

5     42 

Newton, 

aS51 

1 

4 

4 

9 

28 

16 

74 

60     55 

Pepperell, 

1571 

39 

44 

23' 

7 

16 

10 

14 

24     24 

Reading, 

2193 

74 

45 

841 

20 

15 

22 

35 

44 

41 

Sherburne,     - 

995 

23 

22 

25 

11 

6 

8 

10 

12 

18 

Shirley, 

957 

27 

27 

26 

6 

9 

5* 

13 

18 

49 

Somerville,     - 

. 

. 

51 

- 

- 

19 

- 

- 

- 

South  Reading, 

1517 

40 

30 

42 

14 

18 

13 

20 

34 

20 

Stoneham, 

1017 

36 

50 

45 

12 

14 

12 

14 

19 

11 

Stow, 

1230 

3 

. 

8 

6 

10 

1 

1 

- 

Sndbury, 

1422 

35 

35 

38 

11 

9 

6 

14 

20 

21 

Tewkabury,    - 
Townsend,     - 

906 

22 

7 

25 

11 

5 

3 

16 

17 

36 

1892 

39 

49 

54 

6 

13 

11 

28 

33 

87 

Tyngsborough, 
Waltham, 

870 
2504 

23 

60 

17 
93 

16 
69 

3 

41 

2 

40 

20 

12 
35 

12 
51 

ID 
61 

Watertown,    - 

1810 

. 

71 

76 

15 

17 

11 

- 

- 

m 

Wayiand,       - 

998 

21 

19 

21 

10 

12 

7 

15 

18 

19 

West  Cambridge, 

1363 

42 

42 

47 

26 

18 

18 

21 

32 

16 

Westford, 

1436 

14 

29 

36 

.4 

7 

7 

10 

11 

9 

Weston, 

1092 

22 

20 

24 

8 

15 

9 

13 

14 

23 

Wilmington,  - 

859 

a3 

21 

29 

10 

8 

9 

12 

15 

12 

Wobum, 

2993 

119 

113 

' 

34 

30 

31 

61 

63 

62 

Totals, 

106,611 

3011 

3171 

3284 

1119 

1386 

1316 

1722 

2243 

,2546 
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BIRTHS,  600.  FOR  THREE  YEARS. 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES, 

AND  D£ATHS-Cbnlmfi«<£. 

BIRTHS. 

MARRUGES. 

DEATHS. 

PopolaUon 

C0UNTIK8  ARD  TOWH8. 

in  1840. 

1846. 

1847. 

1848. 

1846. 

1847. 

1848. 

1846. 

1847. 

1848. 

WORCESTER. 

Ashburaham,  - 

1652 

49 

56 

28 

11 

11 

17 

25 

41 

60 

Athol, 

1591 

45 

53 

44 

13 

13 

16 

32 

37 

- 

Aaburn, 

649 

16 

20 

9 

6 

6 

3 

10 

19 

13 

Bftrre, 

2751 

64 

66 

46 

27 

20 

22 

40 

57 

39 

Berlin, 

763 

13 

18 

9 

5 

2 

4 

7 

9 

9 

Blackstone,    - 

• 

93 

133 

115 

22 

20 

16 

34 

83 

90 

Bolton, 

1186 

29 

29 

26 

9 

6 

7 

15 

10 

23 

Bovlston, 

797 

18 

23 

. 

5 

5 

7 

10 

15 

21 

Brookfield,      - 

2472 

56 

62 

50 

23 

17 

14 

23 

54 

44 

Charlton, 

2117 

6 

15 

11 

14 

10 

14 

-27 

35 

28 

Dana, 

691 

26 

31 

• 

6 

5 

. 

13 

6 

- 

Douglas, 

1617 

48 

43 

52 

19 

10 

15 

24 

23 

31 

Dudley, 

1352 

40 

33 

25 

8 

8 

10 

17 

17 

24 

Fitchburg,      - 

2604 

85 

124 

122 

34 

42 

37 

73 

87 

100 

Gardner, 

1260 

38 

42 

51 

17 

14 

7 

25 

31 

24 

Graflon, 

2943 

115 

106 

110 

24 

32 

31 

52 

45 

48 

Hard  wick. 

1789 

29 

34 

39 

15 

10 

11 

30 

22 

28 

Harvard, 

1571 

26 

31 

24 

8 

11 

7 

36 

22 

37 

Holden, 

1874 

59 

73 

62 

19 

16 

15 

36 

30 

36 

Hubbardston,  - 

1784 

52 

57 

44 

14 

17 

14 

34 

41 

27 

Lancaster, 

2019 

9 

9 

17 

27 

35 

23 

16 

33 

46 

Leicester, 

1707 

43 

34 

53 

17 

14 

17 

27 

34 

41 

Leominster,    - 

2069 

61 

64 

69 

18 

16 

17 

40 

39 

54 

Lunenburg,    - 

1272 

2:^ 

10 

9 

3 

7 

12 

17 

16 

29 

Mendon, 

3524 

38 

35 

27 

4 

4 

3 

18 

19 

22 

Milford, 

1773 

56 

84 

73 

37 

23 

19 

31 

33 

49 

Millbury, 

2171 

60 

55 

80 

12 

38 

12 

30 

41 

66 

New  Braintree, 

752 

8 

14 

22 

2 

4 

3 

13 

22 

13 

North  Brookfield, 

1485 

32 

50 

26 

9 

12 

10 

27 

21 

33 

Northborough, 

1248 

10 

12 

11 

13 

18 

11 

17 

21 

19 

Northbridge,  - 

1449 

49 

74 

72 

25 

16 

11 

25 

37 

26 

Oakham, 

1038 

12 

29 

27 

10 

13 

8 

20 

13 

16 

Oxford, 

1742 

36 

7 

. 

22 

12 

20 

31 

5 

43 

Paxton, 

670 

27 

27 

30 

4 

7 

3 

13 

19 

10 

Petersham,     - 

1775 

34 

19 

30 

9 

8 

10 

23 

20 

15 

Phillipetpn,     - 

919 

21 

16 

- 

4 

4 

. 

13 

12 

- 

Princeton, 

1347 

30 

28 

38 

5 

.    10 

5 

25 

12 

28 

Royalston, 

1667 

36 

11 

28 

12 

14 

12 

32 

21 

26 

Rutland, 

1260 

19 

31 

28 

13 

12 

7 

26 

29 

21 

Shrewsbury,  - 

1481 

24 

32 

28 

5 

10 

7 

18 

32 

35 

Southborough, 

1145 

19 

26 

25 

14 

4 

12 

26 

23 

31 

Southbridge,  - 

2031 

55 

68 

15 

23 

12 

15 

38 

32 

31 

Spencer, 

1604 

50 

55 

45 

13 

13 

8 

18 

28 

23 

Sterling, 

1647 

40 

42 

34 

11 

12 

14 

30 

26 

28 

Storbridge,     - 

2005 

51 

48 

58 

14 

7 

14 

29 

36 

33 

Sutton, 

2370 

66 

50 

39 

21 

14 

12 

45 

30 

35 

Teropleton,    - 

1776 

27 

8 

32 

10 

19 

10 

29 

30 

31 

Upton, 

1466 

• 

- 

- 

- 

- 

• 

- 

- 

- 

Uxbridge, 

2004 

62 

52 

62 

27 

19 

20 

48 

38 

41 

Warren, 

1290 

42 

44 

52 

9 

10 

11 

22 

28 

24 

Webster, 

1403 

44 

34 

1    40| 

10 

9 

14 

23 

23 

23 
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SEVENTH  REGISTRATION  REPORT. 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES,  AND  DEATHS— Omlmfiec^. 

BIRTHS. 

MARRIAGES. 

DEATHS. 

C0U5TI£8  AND  TOWRS. 

Population 

in  1840. 

1846. 

1847. 

1848. 

1846. 

1847. 

1848. 

1846. 

1847. 

1848. 

We«t  Boylston, 

1187 

47 

50 

53 

14 

18 

12 

29 

36 

23 

Westborough, 

1658 

39 

33 

47 

7 

6 

9 

88 

35 

80 

Westminster, 

1045 

54 

6 

4 

10 

20 

11 

44 

28 

22 

Winchendon, 

1754 

30;    50 

54 

22 

22 

2:3 

17 

23 

25 

Worcester,     - 

7497 

313J  435 

449 

116 

97 

110 

273 

302 

887 

Totals, 

95,313 

24742691 

2544 

87J 

834 

772 

1734 

1881J20S2 

HAMPSHIRE. 

Amherst, 

2550 

77 

72 

70 

25 

12 

26 

51 

39 

35 

Beichertown,  - 

2554 

20'    70 

40 

20 

23 

23I 

32 

49 

30 

Chesterfield,  - 

1132 

. 

22 

12 

3 

17 

21 

CammingtOD,  - 

1237 

4 

5 

. 

15 

7 

15 

6 

6 

9 

Easthampton,  - 

717 

13 

. 

. 

7 

2 

3 

21 

8 

12 

Enfield, 

976 

26 

26 

26 

15 

10 

12 

15 

10 

17 

Goshen, 

556 

16 

8 

19 

3 

4 

4| 

10 

3 

8 

Granby, 

971 

26;      7 

12 

3 

6 

4 

21 

13 

16 

Greenwich,    - 

824 

15'     12 

10 

10 

3 

4! 

23 

9 

14 

Hadlev, 
Hatfield, 

1814 

52;    51 

54 

. 

13 

Ill 

26 

32 

36 

933 

20!    37 

24 

4 

4 

3 

19 

18 

15 

Middlefield,    - 

1717 

20     14 

23 

11 

4 

4 

4 

13 

12 

Northampton, 

3750 

111    102 

88 

17 

11 

16 

74 

78 

77 

Norwich, 

750 

20 

- 

17 

1 

. 

3 

7 

. 

14 

Pelham, 

956 

18 

• 

• 

5 

7 

9 

. 

. 

• 

Plainfield, 

910 

13 

20 

17 

3 

6 

7 

10 

14 

15 

Prescott, 

780 

7 

13 

21 

7 

6 

4 

10 

14 

12 

South  Hadley, 

1458 

48 

27 

31 

14 

11 

11 

32 

18 

23 

Southampton, 

1157 

25 

15 

16 

9 

14 

5 

20 

19 

22 

Ware, 

1890 

62 

64 

86 

30 

22 

31 

. 

31 

. 

Westhampton, 

759 

17 

16 

11 

1 

1 

4 

22 

5 

16 

Williamsburg, 

1309 

27 

26 

21 

4 

4 

5 

25 

21 

26 

Worthington, 

1197 

39 

25 

87 

5 

6 

15 

11 

28 

12 

Totals, 

30,897 

676 

610 

645 

209 

188 

222 

439 

440 

442 

HAMPDEN. 

Blandford,      - 

1427 

24 

82 

as 

11 

9 

7 

17 

9 

22 

Brimfield, 

1419 

28 

16 

23 

14 

11 

6 

31 

25 

31 

Chester, 

ia32 

30 

29 

26 

9 

6 

15 

11 

11 

- 

Granville, 

1414 

31 

29 

31 

13 

7 

9 

26 

. 

14 

Holland, 

423 

14 

1 

. 

5 

1 

5 

8 

9 

8 

Longmeadow, 

1270 

26 

26 

21 

8 

5 

6 

26 

22 

22 

Ludlow, 

1268 

19 

. 

15 

14 

12 

6 

26 

28 

21 

Monson, 

2151 

59 

45 

31 

9 

12 

14 

27 

46 

38 

Montgomery,  - 

740 

9 

9 

8 

4 

3 

2 

8 

8 

1 

Palmer, 

2139 

69 

72 

71 

26 

12 

25 

. 

. 

. 

Russell, 

955 

» 

20 

6 

. 

1 

3 

. 

1 

8 

Southwick,     - 

1214 

32 

31 

18 

6 

5 

3 

29 

18 

12 

Springfield,    - 
Tolland, 

10,985 

417 

509 

535 

78 

95 

105 

269 

2C7 

331 

627 

4 

17 

10 

3 

6 

3 

6 

8 

5 

Wales, 

686 

15 

17 

9 

4 

1 

7 

15 

13 

10 

West  Springfield,      - 

8626 

- 

12 

16 

26 

83 

25 

33 
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BIRTHS,  iK.  FOR  THREE  YEARSL 
BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES,  AND  DEATHS-CMmitnf. 


BQITHS. 

AIARIUAGES. 

DEATHS. 

COUHTUS  AMD  ToWMS. 

Population 

in  1840. 

1846. 

1847. 

1848. 

1846. 

1847. 

1848. 

1846. 

1847. 

1848. 

Weatfield,      - 

3526 

96 

100 

89 

21 

14 

15 

64 

47 

61 

WUbraham,    - 

1864 

28 

29 

41 

15 

17 

9 

18 

27 

37 

Totals,       . 

d7,966 

901 

982 

967 

252 

233 

266 

614 

564 

654 

PRANKTiTN. 

Aehfield, 

1610 

18 

25 

19 

8 

4 

12 

32 

16 

23 

Bernardflton^  • 

9d3 

32 

24 

25 

7 

2 

7 

13 

11 

7 

Buckland,       - 

1084 

23 

26 

18 

8 

5 

6 

12 

16 

13 

Charlemont,   - 

1127 

19 

28 

23 

10 

8 

7 

15 

15 

10 

Goleraine, 

1971 

29 

52 

41 

11 

8 

8 

23 

28 

20 

Conway, 

1409 

. 

. 

. 

• 

. 

. 

Deorfield,       - 

1912 

54 

43 

61 

8 

8 

6 

20 

30 

32 

5^ir> 

309 

9 

12 

9 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

1 

GUI,   - 

798 

23 

16 

18 

4 

7 

5 

7 

9 

5 

Greenfield,     - 

1756 

13 

9 

14 

. 

. 

Hawley,         - 

977 

25 

15 

4 

6 

8 

3 

6 

12 

3 

Heath, 

895 

18 

18 

. 

. 

. 

4 

. 

Leyerett, 

875 

34 

26 

26 

4 

1 

5 

9 

20 

13 

Leyden, 

632 

22 

18 

23 

6 

2 

2 

25 

10 

6 

Monroe, 

282 

9 

7 

6 

. 

. 

1 

3 

Montague,      - 
New  Salem,  - 

1255 
1305 

36 
28 

42 

18 

26 
33 

13 

9 
9 

11 

8 

16 
18 

26 
12 

25 
12 

Northfield,     - 

1673 

. 

. 

• 

. 

. 

. 

. 

Oranffe, 

1501 

48 

43 

36 

13 

15 

10 

27 

31 

25 

Rowe, 

708 

] 

. 

. 

« 

. 

. 

. 

. 

• 

Shelburne,     - 

1022 

27 

26 

29 

12 

11 

5 

19 

17 

20 

Shuteebary,    - 

987 

17 

. 

9 

9 

4 

1 

. 

Sunderland,    - 

719 

12 

11 

18 

2 

4 

5 

8 

6 

5 

Warwick,       - 

1071 

10 

20 

31 

8 

6 

2 

11 

20 

21 

Wendell,       - 

875 

4 

4 

7 

3 

4 

5 

15 

4 

16 

Whately,       - 

1072 

26 

27 

17 

5 

11 

11 

12 

18     25 

Totals, 

28,812 

524 

501 

470 

151 

141 

137 

295 

312 

283 

BERKSHIRE. 

Adams, 

3708 

114 

115 

« 

8 

16 

- 

45 

64 

. 

Alford, 

481 

13 

16 

13 

• 

3 

1 

4 

5 

4 

Becket, 

1342 

20 

. 

. 

8 

7 

. 

14 

. 

• 

Boston  Comer, 

65 

- 

• 

. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Cheshire, 

985 

. 

• 

. 

1 

• 

- 

- 

- 

. 

Clarksbarg,    - 

370 

11 

5 

6 

1 

2 

. 

4 

7 

2 

Dalton, 

1255 

43 

26 

33 

2 

1 

4 

- 

- 

11 

^remont,      - 
PTorida, 

1038 

23 

12 

2 

1 

4 

5 

10 

3 

5 

441 

7 

12 

9 

2 

. 

2 

3 

2 

3 

Great  Barrington, 

2704 

64 

- 

4 

. 

. 

17 

Hancock, 

922 

18 

23 

. 

• 

. 

. 

15 

7 

. 

Hinsdal^       - 

955 

17 

41 

. 

6 

3 

. 

17 

18 

• 

Lanesborongh, 

1140 

21 

27 

24 

.. 

1 

1 

20 

26     26 

Lee,  . 

2428 

26 

32 

48 

10 

11 

11 

32 

60,    45 

Lenox, 

1313 

29 

44 

27 

5 

8 

5 

26 

24     19 

Monterey,      - 

- 

- 

- 

101 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

11 
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SEVENTH  REGISTRATION  REPORT. 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES, 

AND  DEATHS— Gmliniieif. 

BIRTHS. 

MARRUGES. 

DEATHS. 

C0VNTIX8  AND  T0WR8. 

in  1840. 

1846. 

1847. 

1848. 

1846. 

1847. 

1848. 

1846. 

1847. 

1848. 

Mount  Washington,  - 

438 

20 

13 

11 

1 

1 

^ 

1 

4 

3 

New  Aahford, 

227 

3 

4 

3 

. 

2 

1 

3 

2 

4 

New  Marlborough,     - 

1682 

35 

49 

35 

13 

1 

10 

23 

30 

18 

Otia,  - 

1177 

. 

20 

19 

. 

4 

7 

. 

12 

11 

Peru,  -           -           . 

576 

12 

13 

13 

3 

2 

5 

15 

5 

4 

PitUfield, 

3747 

108 

140 

7 

8 

76 

105 

81 

Richmond, 

1097 

20 

24 

6 

1 

1 

15 

15 

6 

Bandiafield,    - 

1464 

^ 

. 

Savoy, 

915 

5 

3 

26 

'4 

'4 

7 

5 

9 

^ 

Sheffield, 

2322 

85 

58 

40 

13 

16 

16 

41 

36 

29 

Stockbridge,  -  . 

1992 

53 

59 

6 

3 

. 

29 

- 

- 

Tyrin^ham,    - 
Washington,  - 

1477 

. 

2 

. 

5 

1 

. 

5 

4 

991 

20 

31 

2 

2 

. 

10 

3 

- 

West  Stockbridge,     - 

1448 

40 

60 

62 

6 

5 

. 

23 

11 

14 

Williamstown,            - 

2153 

51 

48 

« 

3 

2 

4 

22 

14 

37 

Windsor, 

897 

12 

13 

22 

6 

3 

4 

12 

6 

19 

Totals, 

41,745 

806 

873 

467 

114 

115 

90 

465 

473 

Its 

NORFOLK, 

Bellingham,    - 

1055 

8 

5 

8 

2 

9 

4 

7 

7 

8 

Braintree, 

2168 

47 

_ 

88 

18 

• 

23 

« 

. 

. 

Brookline, 

1365 

44 

34 

72 

16 

5 

10 

21 

28 

. 

Canton, 

1995 

11 

13 

69 

21 

14 

11 

26 

52 

44 

Cohasset, 

1471 

26 

35 

36 

19 

18 

10 

20 

30 

20 

Dedham, 

3290 

94 

91 

81 

36 

37 

34 

52 

61 

69 

Dorchester,    - 

4875 

186 

227 

261 

49 

46 

53 

93 

130 

185 

Dover, 

520 

8 

3 

11 

8 

4 

7 

5 

6 

17 

Foxborough,  - 

1298 

37 

54 

45 

19 

15 

15 

28 

26 

19 

Franklin, 

1717 

41 

52 

31 

9 

11 

14 

22 

15 

22 

Medfield,        . 

883 

16 

16 

19 

5 

4 

7 

18 

12 

14 

Medway, 

2043 

61 

52 

67 

32 

18 

27 

21 

25 

19 

Milton, 

1822 

52 

47 

54 

11 

14 

10 

25 

28 

23 

Needham, 

1488 

36 

48 

40 

6 

13 

11 

25 

18 

20 

Quincy,          - 

3486 

136 

121 

159 

32 

25 

33 

48 

61 

63 

Randolph, 

3213 

121 

141 

134 

31 

15 

18 

61 

77 

70 

Rozbury, 

9089 

440 

447 

533 

98 

84 

96 

. 

236 

373 

Sharon, 

1076 

16 

23 

21 

7 

7 

8 

12 

17 

15 

Stoughton,      - 

2142 

95 

72 

96 

38 

39 

44 

30 

44 

28 

Walpole, 

1491 

25 

28 

27 

10 

14 

15 

7 

17 

17 

Weymouth,    - 

3738 

140 

137 

162 

36 

37 

44 

64 

48 

71 

Wrentham,     - 

2915 

67 

70 

71 

25 

22 

16 

39 

31 

27 

Totals, 

53,140 

1707 

1716 

2085 

528 

451 

510 

624 

964 

1124 

BRISTOL. 

Attleborough, 

3585 

88 

100 

103 

21 

19 

18 

75 

80 

80 

Berkley, 

886 

19 

35 

17 

7 

3 

15 

32 

16 

Dartmouth,     - 

4135 

108 

69 

84 

28 

30 

38 

. 

Dighton, 

1378 

40 

46 

45 

9 

15 

12 

17 

17 

14 

Baston, 

2074 

56 

59 

57 

8 

19 

13 

25 

31 

28 

Fairharen, 

3951 

29 

27 

52 

28 

- 
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SiaTHS»  MARRIAGES,  AND  BEATaA-CtnHnued. 


BIRTHS. 

MARRUGES. 

DEATHS. 

Ck>UHTUSAVD  TOWM. 

in  1840. 

1846. 

1847. 

1848. 

1846. 
82 

1847. 
92 

1848. 
98, 

1846. 
110 

1847. 
196 

1848. 

Fall  Ei?er,     - 

6738 

393 

401 

363 

199 

Freetown, 

177a 

24 

18 

26 

8 

12 

6 

24 

16 

28 

Mansfield,      . 

1883 

31 

34 

38 

16 

32 

lol 

21 

35 

31 

New  Bedford, 

12,087 

477 

418 

421 

151 

140 

159 

249 

189 

277 

Norton, 

1545 

45 

29 

28 

8 

7 

10, 

4 

8 

3 

Pawtncket,     - 

3184 

127 

140 

112 

16 

9 

13 

16 

29 

68 

Raynham, 
Rehobotb,      - 

1329 

2 

46 

37 

9 

8 

1^1 

10 

21 

31 

2169 

45 

50 

45 

15 

8 

8 

38 

30 

35 

Seekook, 

1996 

. 

53 

. 

. 

13 

. 

. 

- 

Someraet, 

1005 

26 

24 

22 

6 

11 

2 

20 

21 

14 

Swanzey, 

1484 

37 

34 

20 

11 

9 

10 

21 

18 

29 

Taunton» 

7645 

244 

295 

321 

60 

58 

^1 

55 

81 

90 

Westport,       - 

2820 

50 

52 

61 

15 

20 

''\ 

27 

49 

25 

Totals, 

60,165 

1812 

1908 

1800 

499 

532 

488 

779 

871 

968 

PLYMOUTH. 

Abington, 

3214 

- 

91 

. 

. 

43 

. 

. 

66 

- 

Bridgewater,  - 

2131 

57 

50 

52 

12 

12 

19 

27 

36 

20 

Carver, 

995 

21 

13 

27 

8 

2 

1 

• 

. 

. 

Duxbury,       - 

2798 

• 

- 

. 

8 

10 

14 

- 

. 

- 

East  Bndgewaler,      - 

1950 

49 

25 

82 

25 

17 

9 

26 

24 

18 

Halifax, 

734 

27 

27 

27 

6 

6 

6 

13 

20 

10 

Hanover, 

1488 

18 

30 

28 

12 

11 

ll' 

17 

14 

27 

Hanson, 

1040 

15 

27 

11 

3 

17 

13i 

13 

17 

12 

mt^   :     : 

3564 

87 

84 

74 

20 

29 

42 

44 

60 

42 

231 

3 

1 

3 

1 

2, 

1 

1 

Kingston, 

1440 

31 

38 

45 

11 

19 

12 

15 

18 

17 

Marehfield,     - 

1761 

45 

38 

38 

10 

13 

10 

25 

24 

23 

Middleborougb, 

5085 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

North  Bridgewater,    - 

2616 

91 

82 

77 

21 

29 

S3 

44 

46 

32 

Pembroke,      - 

1258 

31 

27 

28 

3 

10 

7 

21 

15 

18 

Plymouth, 

5281 

164 

167 

. 

42 

46 

• 

67 

96 

. 

PlymptOD, 

834 

19 

23 

21 

11 

17 

13 

12 

17 

23 

Rochester,     - 

3864 

112 

106 

88 

. 

29 

27 

48 

82 

56 

Scitaate, 

3886 

85 

89 

62 

21 

20 

26 

43 

48 

52 

Wareham, 

2002 

75 

85 

40 

29 

24 

24, 

32 

88 

27 

West  Bridgewater,     - 

1201 

36 

37 

46 

11 

6 

3| 

14 

23 

21 

Totals, 

47,373 

966 

1040 

744 

254 

360 

262 

462 

638 

399 

BARNSTABLE. 

BamsUble,     - 

4301 

20 

21 

9 

42 

29 

25 

43 

57 

35 

Brewster, 

1522 

43 

37 

36 

15 

18 

16 

12 

26 

18 

2334 

65 

58 

66 

24 

31 

24 

28 

87 

43 

Dennis, 

2942 

. 

• 

• 

. 

. 

• 

955 

7 

17 

15 

10 

9 

8 

10 

9 

16 

Falmouth, 

2589 

56 

47 

52 

19 

13 

11 

25 

48 

33 

Harwich, 

2930 

111 

106 

109 

20 

27 

d4 

82 

49 

49 

Marshpee,      - 

309 

- 

- 

Orleans, 

1974 

39 

26 

39 

14 

20 

34 

31 

44 

28 

Profincetowiiy 
2 

2122 

73 

90 

77 

19 

27 

23i 

28 

71 

53 
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BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES,  AND  DEATHS— CWtiftnu«£. 

PopolaUon 

BIRTHS. 

MARRIAI 

3E8. 

DEATHS. 

CovirTixs  AHD  Towirs. 

1111840. 

1846. 

1847. 

1848. 

1846. 

1847. 

1848. 

1846. 

1847. 

1848. 

Sandwich,      - 
Truro, 

Wellfleet,       - 
Yarmouth, 

3719 
1990 
2377 
3554 

101 

65 

67 

104 

47 
74 

101 
56 

21 

16 
20 

14 

13 
16 

20 
23 

44 

15 
35 

55 

9 
46 

97 
38 

Total*, 

DUKES. 
Cbilmark, 
Ednrtown,    - 
Tiflbuiy, 

32,548 

709 
1736 
1520 

647 

13 
53 
13 

629 

13 
36 
46 

560 

13 
32 

47 

220 

8 
8 
9 

217 

9 

18 
7 

218 

4 
13 
16 

303 

4 

27 
25 

451 

5 
18 
22 

410 

7 
19 
37 

Totak, 

NANTUCKET. 

Nantucket,     - 

3958 
9012 

79 
223 

95 
220 

92 
195 

25 

84 

34 
57 

33 

82 

56 
154 

45     63 
174  178 
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RECAPITULATION. 


COOHTIM. 

Population 
in  1840. 

BIRTHS. 

BIARRIAGES. 

DEATHS. 

1846. 

1847. 

1848. 

1846. 

1M7. 

1848. 

1846. 

1847. 

1818. 

Suffolk, 

95,773 

134 

180 

193 

29 

40 

25 

30 

98 

110 

Emx, 

94,987 

2527 

2486 

2469 

908 

802 

866 

1673 

1909 

1743 

Middlesex, 

106,611 

3011 

3171 

3284 

1119 

1386 

1316 

1733 

2243 

2546 

\^oTCOst0ri 

95,313 

2474 

2691 

2544 

87J 

834 

772 

1734 

1881 

2053 

Harapflhire, 

30,897 

676 

610 

645 

209 

168 

233 

439 

440 

442 

Hampden, 

37,366 

901 

982 

967 

252 

233 

366 

614 

564 

654 

Franklin, 

28,812 

524 

501 

470 

151 

141 

187 

395 

312 

283 

Berkshire, 

41,745 

806 

873 

467 

114 

115 

90 

465 

478 

375 

Norfolk, 

53,140 

1707 

1716 

2085 

528 

451 

510 

624 

964 

1134 

Bristol, 

60,165 

1812 

1903 

1800 

499 

533 

488 

779 

871 

968 

Plymoath, 

47,373 

966 

1040 

744 

254 

360 

362 

462 

638 

399 

Barnstable, 

32,548 

647 

629 

560 

230 

217 

218 

303 

451 

410 

Dokes, 

3,958 

79 

95 

92 

25 

34 

33 

56 

45 

63 

Nantucket, 

9,012 

222 

220 

195 

84 

57 

82 

154 

174 

178 

Totals, 

787,700 

16,486 

17,097 

16,515 

5263 

5300 

5387 

9350 

11,063 

11,346 

Total,  after 
dednctini^ 
Suffolk  Co., 

641,927 

16,352 

16,917 

16,322 

5234 

5350 

5363 

9330 

10,965 

11,236 
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NOTES. 


SoAiE  of  the  returns  were  accompanied  with  remarks  by  the 
town  clerks.  From  these,  the  following  notes  have  been  com- 
piled, with  a  view  to  show  the  condition  of  registration  through 
the  State,  the  practical  operation  of  existing  laws  on  the  subject, 
and  the  views  of  the  town  clerks  in  regard  to  amendments. 

SUFFOLK  COUNTY. 

Chelsea. — Deathi,  Forty -ieven  of  the  namber  retarned  occurred  at  the  Ma- 
rine Hospital. 

No  Retueic  of  births,  maniages  and  deaths  from  Bodan  ;  and  of  deaths  fiom 
M)rth  ChtUea. 

ESSEX  COUNTY. 

Amesburt. — Births.  "  Thli  retam  includes  a  larger  number  of  births,  I  be- 
lieve, than  has  ever  before  been  recorded  in  any  one  year,  in  this  town,  and  is 
nearly  correct" 

Georgetown. — "It  will  be  perceived  that  the  number  of  Jnrihi  are  mach 
smaller,  and  the  number  of  deaths  larger,  than  the  previous  year,  bet  they 
are  nevertheless  believed  to  be  substantially  correct  You  will  also  notice  that 
a  few  deaths  are  included,  which  should  have  been  returned  the  last  year,  but 
which  was  rendered  impracticable,  owing  to  the  neglect  of  the  person  whose  du- 
ty it  was  to  make  returns  to  the  clerk."  Number  of  births  in  return,  39,— one 
birth  (Feb.  15,  1847)  stricken  out,  which  makes  the  number  38,  as  in  the  printed 
Uble. 

HAMiLTOif. — Births.  Number  in  return,  24, — twins  were  counted  as  but  one^ — 
the  whole  number,  therefore,  as  in  printed  table,  25. 

Haverhill.— "I  think  the  return  is  correct,  with  the  exception  of  deaths,  the 
whole  number  the  past  year,  I  think,  is  nearly  four  times  the  number  returned, 
the  number  returned  is  from  one  section  of  the  town  only.  I  have  the  promise 
of  a  correct  return  the  present  year." 

Lawrence. — Births,  "  Among  the  number  of  births  above  returned,  you  will 
perceive  some  dates  back  of  May  1st,  1847,  owing  to  the  fact,  that  the  town  was 
incorporated  at  so  late  a  day,  that  we  could  furnish  no  returns,  and  also  not  io 
the  power  of  either  Andover  or  Methuen,  to  return  them.  I  presume  these  com- 
prise nearly,  or  quite,  all  the  births  that  were  obtainable,  but  not  all  that  have 
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taken  place  in  the  town,  as  nearly  one  thousand  Irish  have  lefl  the  place  since 
Jan.  1,  1848,  and  they  are  the  most  prolific  in  any  community.  The  school  com- 
mittee have  shown  a  commendable  zeal  in  making  their  return  to  me,  and,  I  have 
no  doubt,  have  done  all  in  their  power  to  conform  to  the  law,  in  this  respect." 
Two  births,  previous  to  May  1st,  1847,  stricken  out" — Maniagea.  "  This  return, 
I  believe,  comprises  nearly,  or  quite,  all  of  the  marriages  that  have  been  solemn- 
ized, during  the  year.  I  have  endeavored  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the  differ- 
ent clergymen,  the  necessity  of  making  these  returns,  and  they  have  cheerfully 
responded  to  the  call.  There  have  been  but  a  small  proportion  of  the  persons 
published  here,  that  have  been  married  here.  I  have  published  93,  since  the  or- 
ganization of  the  town." — Deaths,  •*  This  return  I  believe  to  be  almost  perfect,  as 
to  containing  a  complete  list,  or  nearly  so,  of  all  the  deaths  that  have  occurred  in 
this  town  the  past  year.  The  sexton  has  faithfully  performed  his  duty.  And  I 
trust  it  may  ever  continue  to  be  so  with  all  the  officers  of  this  town,  whose  duty 
it  may  be  to  make  returns  of  any  kind.  We  are  young,  but  growing,  as  you  will 
perceive,  by  the  return  of  births." 

Ltwn. — Births.  Whole  number  of  births  in  return,  264, — ^  anterior  and  2 
posterior  to  time  specified  for  returns,  stricken  out, — which  leaves  259  as  in  printed 
Uble. 

Marblsread. — Births.  Whole  number  in  return,  185,-40  anterior  to  time 
specified  for  return, — stricken  out, — which  leaves  145,  as  in  printed  table. 

Newburt. — "I  regret  that  the  returns  are  not  more  correct,  but,  owing  to  se- 
vere sickness,!  have  not  been  able  to  attend  to  the  collecting  or  making  up  the 
returns,  but  have  been  dependent  on  others.  T  think  the  number  of  deaths  must 
have  been  at  least  one  hundred,  but  the  sextons  have  not  attended  to  their  du- 
ties." 

Salem. — Births.    "  So  far  as  ascertained." 

West  Newburt. — Births.    "As  returned  by  the  school  committee." 

No  Returw  of  births  from  •^rufower,— of  births,  marriages  or  deaths,  from  Bev- 
eriy  and  ffenhanu 

MIDDLESEX  COUNTY. 

Acton. — "  I  have  not  received  any  returns  for  births  nor  deaths." 
AsHLAifn. — Births.  "  The  report  is  as  presented  by  the  superintending  school 
committee.  In  the  column  headed  *  Rtsidtnct  of  PartniSy  may  be  found  some 
items,  perhaps  not  in  accordance  with  the  statute,  but  in  accordance  with 
the  judgment  of  the  committee;  some  ambiguity  attaches  to  the  subject ;  for  in- 
stance ;  a  child  is  born  in  A ;  during  the  year,  the  parents  remove  to  B , 

a  hundred  miles  distant    The  fact  of  this  birth  does  not  come  to  the  knowledge 

of  the  committee  in  A .    The  committee  in  B ,  in  the  discharge  of  their 

duty,  learn  the  facts  in  the  case ; — where  shall  the^birth  be  recorded  ? and 

what  is  to  be  understood  by  the  heading — Residence  of  Parents  ?  An  answer 
to  these  queries,  will  confer  a  favor  upon  some  doubting  minds,  and  very  much 
oblige."  The  heading  to  their  return  is  "  The  number  of  births  in  the  town  of 
Ashlandy^^  and  yet  births  in  the  towns  of  Southborough,  Brighton,  Marlborough 
and  Hoi  listen !  were  returned, — which  have  been  stricken  out,  leaving  the  num- 
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ber  of  births  in  Aahland,  36,  instead  of  40.  The  committee  in  A—  make  re- 
tarn  of  a  birth, — if,  during  the  year,  the  parents  remote  to  B— ,  the  committee 
80  state  in  their  return. 

Bills  RICA. — Birtiu,    Whole  number  in  return,  28,  should  be  29. 

BoxBonouoR. — BirthM,  **  There  has  been  no  return  of  the  births  by  the  school 
committee,  to  the  town  clerk  this  year." 

BaieHTov. — Births.  In  the  Ashland  return, — No.  24,  registered  June  6, 1848, 
is  the  name  of  Andrew  Abiion,  date  of  births  January  13, 1848, — name  and  sur- 
name of  parents, Norton,— occupation  of  father, — laborer, — ^residence  of  pa^ 

rents, — ^  child  horn   in  Brighton, — removed  to  Ashland  April,  1848." In 

Brighton  return.  No.  282, — Ahhf, — date  ofhirOiy  January  13,  1848,  name  and  sur- 
name of  parents,  John  and  Bridget  Norton, — occupation  of  father,  laborer  (?) 

Cambridoe. — Births.  "  More  nearly  correct,  as  to  the  number,  than  former  re- 
turns."— Marriages.  ''  The  foregoing  list  contains  all  the  marriages  returned  to 
this  office ;  but  it  is  very  imperfect ;  more  than  twice  this  number  of  Cambridge 
inhabitants,  here  represented,  have  been  published,  and  probably  married,  during 
the  year." 

CHARLSSTOwif. — Morriages.  '*  The  above  return  contains  all  the  marriages 
solemnized  in  this  city,  that  have  been  returned  to  the  city  clerk,  by  the  proper 
solemnizing  officers.  There  are  a  number  of  clergymen  in  this  city,  who  have 
not  made  any  return  of  marriages  solemnized  by  them,  subsequent  to  May  1^ 
1847." 

Chelhsford. — Births.  Whole  number  56,  instead  of  55,— Deaths.  **  This 
return  is  very  imperfect,  but  it  is  the  best  I  could  make  from  the  materials  furnish- 
ed me  by  the  sextons.  I  have  added  to  their  return,  such  particulars,  as  my  own 
personal  knowledge  could  supply." 

Concord. — Births.  "  The  school  committee  have  made  no  return  of  the  births 
in  Concord,  the  last  year,  and  consequently  the  record  is  a  blank.  I  shall  obtain, 
so  far  as  I  can,  information  from  the  physicians  of  the  town,  and  hope  soon  to  be 
able  to  make  a  return  of  the  births  obtained  from  that  source." 

Ddnstable. — Marriages  "  There  are  but  few  marriages  in  this  town,  for  the 
town  is  situated  so  near  New  Hampshire,  that  considerable  part  avail  themselves 
of  the  New  Hampshire  law,  and  go  to  Nashua  to  get  married,  I  suppose  to  save 
the  publishing  fees." — Deaths.  **  The  sexton  is  faithful  in  his  duty,  and  makes  very 
full  and  correct  returns,  but,  either  owing  to  this  being  a  very  healthy  town,  or 
having  a  very  skilful  physician,  there  were  but  few  deaths  in  town  the  last  year." 

Frauinoham. — Births.  **  The  foregoing  record,  I  have  made  as  it  was  handed 
to  me,  by  the  assessors,  who  were  employed  by  the  school  committee." — 3far- 
riages.  "  A  considerable  number  of  Catholics  have  been  married,  of  which  I  have 
had  no  return,  and  I  think  there  are  a  few  others  that  have  not  been  returned."— 
Deaths.    "  The  sextons  have  not  all  made  returns." 

HoLLisTON. — Birihs.  '*  I  think  this  return  is  nearly,  if  not  quite,  complete,  so 
far  as  concerns  Holliston  proper.  There  were  several  births,  it  is  supposed,  among 
the  foreigners  engaged  in  constructing  the  railroad  ;  here,  all  of  these  are  omitted. 
The  person  who  took  the  record  of  births  through  the  town,  said  he  could  mU  aseer- 
tain  ihem.  The  payment  made  for  taking  the  record  of  births,  is  not  half  large 
enough.    It  will  never  be  taken  accurately  and  uniformly,  till  the  pay  is  increased 
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to  10  or  IScis.  each  at  letat"  One  birth  added,— «tricken  from  Aahland  retnni, 
making  the  whole  number  50. — Marriagu.  '*  The  above  embraces  all  the  returns 
I  have  received,  but  do  not  think  it  embraces  all  the  marriages  solemnized.  It 
is  quite  difficult  to  furnish  correct  returns  of  marriages."— />eaM«.  "  This  return, 
I  have  no  doubt,  is  correct,  so  far  as  concerns  HoUiston  proptTf  there  are  2  or  8 
herein  retorned,  which  do  not  contain  all  the  facts  required  by  law, — some  2  to  5 
deaths  occurred  among  the  laborers  on  the  railroad,  not  reported.  I  have  spent  two 
days  or  more,  in  collecting  some  of  the  deaths  herein  reported.  The  pay  is  too 
•mall  for  the  service  required." 

LufcoLjf. — Birihi,  **I  believe  there  have  been  fifteen  or  more  births  in 
the  town,  during  the  year,  but  the  school  committee  have  made  me  no  return,  and 
I  can  only  return  the  number,  without  the  items,  according  to  the  best  of  my 
knowlege  in  the  case." — Deaihs.  "Our  sexton  refuses  to  return  the  deaths 
which  occurred  in  the  town,  during  the  year,  giving,  as  a  reoionj  the  selectmen 
would  not  pay  him  for  said  service  last  year,  so  you  can  readily  perceive  that  my 
return  is  necessarily  very  imperfect" 

LiTTLXTOn. — BiHhi,    "  No  returns  have  been  made  into  the  clerk's  office." 

howEisL, — BirthM,  One  birth,  March  26, 1847,  stricken  out, — whole  number  717, 

Maldbh. — Birtht.  Five  births  anterior  to  date  specified  for  return,  to  be  made, 
■Cricken  out,  making  the  whole  number,  53. 

MAKLBoaoueH. — Births.  *\Which  is  all  the  school  committee  have  returned, 
probably  about  one  half  of  the  births  which  have  taken  place."  2  births  before 
the  time  specified  for  return  to  be  made,  stricken  out,  and  one  added, — stricken 
from  Ashland  return,— making  the  whole  number,  20. 

Natick. — ^  I  herewith  forward  the  annual  return  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths, 
which  have  occurred  in  this  town,  during  the  year  ending  May  1,  1848,  and  am 
happy  to  say,  with  a  greater  proximity  to  correctness,  than  have  been  made  in  any 
preceding  year ;  but  still,  not  so  correct  as  could  be  desired.  It  is  due,  however, 
to  the  present  school  committee,  to  say,  that  they  have  discharged  their  duty 
&ithfiilly,  and  returned  the  births  promptly,  and  with  great  accuracy ;  so,  with 
regard  to  the  marriages,  nearly  all  that  have  taken  place  in  this  town,  have  been 
ftcorded.  The  publishments  have  far  exceeded  the  marriages,  many  of  the  lat- 
ter have  taken  i^ace  out  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  some  of  the  number  are  Ro- 
man Catholics,  none  of  which  are  ever  returned  to  the  town  clerk.  The  deaths 
aro  more  imperfect ;  some  few  have  not  been  returned  by  the  sextons.  I  find 
more  difficulty  in  the  marriages,  than  could  be  desired.  Applications  for  pub- 
lishments are  often  made  by  letter,  sometimes  by  friends  who  do  not  know  the 
[4ace  of  birth,  the  names  of  parents,  nor  the  residence  of  fathers ;  if  these  data  be 
requisite,  it  would  seem  that  the  blanks  furnished  by  the  Commonwealth,  for  the 
certificate  of  publishments,  should  conform  to  the  record  to  be  made,  and  then,  at 
the  solemnization  of  the  marriage,  the  blanks  might  be  filled,  if  the  officiating 
clergyman  had  brass  enough  to  ask  the  requisite  questions  of  the  parties  to  be 
joined  in  wedlock." 

Rbaduio. — Birihi.  One  birth,  after  the  time  specified  for  return  to  be  made, 
stricken  out,  whole  number,  84. 

South  Rbadiwo. — Marriagti,  ^  This  return  does  not  embrace  all  the  marriages 
that  have  been  solemnized  in  the  town,  daring  the  year,  as  one  clergyman  has 
moTetam." 
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Stow.— •'There  hu  not  been  any  births  or  deaths  recorded  in  this  town  the 
last  year." 

TjffQSBOwovaH.'-Dealhs.  **  I  am  well  aware  that  I  have  delayed  sendinf  this 
return,  till  I  have  trespassed,  but  I  trust  I  shall  be  excused,  when  I  inform  yon 
that  I  have  obtained  the  matter  contabed  in  this  sheet,  by  dint  of  going  to  and  fW> 
on  the  earth ;  not  a  single  return  has  been  made  to  me  this  year ;  as  yet  I  have 
waited  for  the  return  of  births  due  from  our  school  committee,  in  hope  of  return- 
ing them  together,  but  I  have  not  received  the  return  of  births  yet ;  when  I  do,  it 
shall  be  forthcoming.  No  Afarrwig'M  in  Tyngaborough,  the  past  year  ;  all  that  have 
been  married,  that  belong  to  Tyngsborough,  have  chosen  to  have  the  ceremony 
performed  elsewhere." 

Watkrtown. — Births,  Whole  number  in  return,  78,— should  be  76. — Deaths, 
"  The  sexton  has  made  no  return  to  me." 

Westfobd. — Births,  Whole  number  in  return,'37,— should  be  86. — Deaths, 
"  The  above  contains  all  the  deaths  returned  to  the  town  clerk,  probably  less 
than  one  half  of  the  whole  number  in  town."  No  Returns  of  births  from  Con' 
cord,  and  Wobum ;  of  marriages  from  Tyngsborough ;  of  births  and  deaths,  from 
Acion,  and  Stow ;  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  from  SomervUU, 

WORCESTER  COUNTY. 

Athol. — Deaths  "No  returns  have  been  made  to  this  office,  pursuant  to  the 
law ;  I  cannot  therefore  make  the  return  in  regard  to  them,  but  will  state  general- 
ly that  the  number  of  deaths  that  occurred,  during  that  period,  was  about  thirty." 

Auburn. — Births,  Whole  number,  9,  instead  of  10. — Deaths,  *'  The  above  is  as 
perfect  a  return,  as  I  am  able  to  make  from  the  information  obtained  by  the 
sexton." 

BoTLSTON. — Births,  "  I  regret,  that,  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  the 
school  committee,  in  the  duty  required  of  them  by  law,  in  ascertaining  and 
making  a  return  to  me,  of  the  births  which  have  taken  place  in  this  town,  doriog 
the  past  year,  I  am  unable  to  make  any  return  of  births  this  year;  and  I  regret  it 
the  more,  as  my  records  and  returns  have  been  full  and  accurate,  till  the  present 
time.  I  did  not  receive  the  blanks,  until  afler  the  time  (1st  of  May)  our  assessors 
usually  make  their  circuit ;  otherwise,  an  arrangement  might  have  been  made 
with  them.  There  was  ample  time,  however,  for  the  school  committee  to  have 
performed  the  duty,  if  they  had  been  so  disposed.  I  felt  it  to  be  a  matter  of  jus- 
tice to  myself,  to  state  these  facts,  and  they  are  at  your  disposal" 

Brookfibld. — Deaths,  "  This  return  is,  as  you  will  see,  very  imperfect ;  we 
have  no  regularly  chosen  or  appointed  sexton ;  therefore,  the  returns  are  not  made 
as  they  should  be.  This  retiurn  was  made  according  to  the  best  knowledge  of  the 
clerk." 

Harvard. — Deaths,  ^  The  above  is  as  full  and  correct  a  report,  as  could  well 
be  obtained." 

Hou>XN. — Births,  ''  The  number  of  births  is  supposed  to  be  correct,  bot  we 
have  a  floating  population  of  Irish  and  French,  that  stop  but  a  short  time,  and 
are  off,  so  that  it  is  impossible  to  make  a  complete  return." 

Lbicxstbb. — Births,    Return  not  signed  by  the  town  clerk. 
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Leominster. — Births.  "  The  above  return  is  complete,  I  believe,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  named  of  some  children,  who  are  not  yet  named,  and  of  two  whose 
parents  removed  from  town,  soon  after  the  date  of  birth." 

MiLLBURT. — Marriages.  "  There  have  been  thirty-nine  publishments,  and  as 
many  certificates  issued,  and  but  twelve  marriages  returned,  as  many  of  the  num- 
ber were  foreigners,  and  married  by  the  Catholic  priest,  at  Worcester,  the  clerk's 
return  of  that  place  should  show  more  marriages  than  publishments,  if  the  re- 
turns are  agreeable  to  the  law.    The  births  and  deaths,  I  believe,  are  correct" 

NoRTBBOROUGH. — Birihs,  "  But  one  of  the  school  committee  (of  which  there 
are  five)  has  made  any  return ;  the  actual  amount  of  births  in  this  town,  is  proba- 
bly three  times  as  many  as  are  given  here.  I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  al- 
tering the  laV,  so  as  to  make  it  the  duty  of  the  assessors  to  collect  the  informa- 
tion. I  know  the  school  committee  can  authorize  them  ,to  do  it,  but  have  found, 
by  experience,  that  the  assessors  are  unwilling  to  do  it;  if  the  law  made  it  a  part 
of  their  duty,  there  would  probably  be  no  trouble." 

Souths  RIDGE. — "The  returns  are  not  complete,  and  I  could  not  make  them 
so,  as  I  had  to  make  them  from  the  registration  of  the  former  town  clerk.  The 
school  committee  take  very  little  trouble  in  ascertaining  the  births,  by  personal 
attention,  or  by  authorizing  others.  If  school  committees,  generally,  do  not  take 
more  interest  in  the  matter  than  they  do  in  this  town,  I  think  tliere  should  be  a 
more  effectual  way  provided." 

Sturbridoe. — Births.  "  I  have  been  urging  the  school  committee  to  make 
the  return  seasonably.    They  have  not  done  it  till  this  time." 

Sutton. — Marriages.  "  The  clergymen  are  very  negligent  in  making  returns 
of  marriages,  according  to  the  laws  of  Massachusetts.  I  presume  there  are  some 
marriages,  that  never  are  returned  to  the  clerk  of  the  town  where  they  are  solem- 
nized." 

Templetow. — Births,  "  The  return  is  as  complete  as  could  be  made  from  the 
returns  made  to  me,  but  does  not  include  all  the  births  in  the  town." — Deaths. 
"This  return  includes  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  deaths  in  the  town,  during  the  year." 

Webster. — Deaths.  "  Although  blank  returns  were  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  sextons,  yet  the  records  of  deaths  are  very,  imperfect.  I  find  more  difficulty 
in  obtaining  corritl  information  for  these  returns, — than  for  either  of  the  others.*' 

West  Botlston. — Births.  "I  have  endeavored  to  return  as  perfect  a  list  as 
possible,  agreeable  to  law  ;  there  are  three  births  where  the  sex  is  not  specified, 
and,  in  these  cases,  I  believe  the  parents  were  foreigners,  who  have  since  removed 
out  of  town,  and  that  fact  could  not  be  easily  ascertained,  as  our  physicians  for- 
got to  make  a  record  of  the  sex,  at  the  time  of  birth." 

Westminster. — Births.  "The  number  of  births,  in  the  town  of  Westmin- 
ster, during  the  year  next  preceding  May  1,  1848,  was  75,"  and  in  the  column  of 
*  Date  of  Birth,'  is  one  each,  in  the  years  1832,  ia34,  18:36,  1837,  1830  and  1840, 
— ^two  in  1842,  1843, — 44  in  1846,  and  14  previous  to  May  1,1847, — leaving  but 
four  born  within  the  time  in  which  the  town  clerk  was  to  make  return. 

No  Returns  of  births  from  Oxford,  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths  from  Dana, 
PhUlipston  and  Upton, 
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HAMPSHIRE  COUNTY. 

Amherst. — Births.  One  birth,  afler  May  1,  1848,  stricken  oat,  making  the 
whole  number  70. 

Belchertown. — Births.  "The  above  is  an  imperfect  return  of  births,  as  the 
names  of  those  returned  were  taken  from  the  minutes  of  one  of  our  physicians." 
— Deaths.  **  The  above  docs  not  embrace  all  the  deaths  in  this  town,  as  I  have 
had  no  return  from  the  sextons,  aid  there  is  no  inducement  for  town  clerks  to 
labor  to  make  a  full  return,  as  their  compensation  is  merely  nominal,  and,  having 
no  returns  made  to  them,  either  from  the  school  committee,  or  sextons,  it  is  im- 
possible, unless  they  make  an  entire  circuit  of  the  town,  to  make  a  full  and  com- 
plete return.*' 

CuESTERFiELD.~Btr/^.  Ono  in  each  of  the  years  1837,  1842,  1843, 1846, 
and  two  in  1847,  previous  to  May  Ist,  stricken  out,  making  the  whole  number  22. 

Easthamptom. — Births.  "No  return  has  been  made  to  me  by  the  school 
committee,  either  this  year  or  last.  I  let  them  have  a  set  of  blanks  to  make  re- 
turns to  me,  and  as  they  have  not  returned  them,  up  to  this  day,  I  think  that  they 
may  be  blanks  yet  I  think  that  the  return  of  births  should  be  made  by  physi- 
cians, or  be  collected  by  the  clerk  himself.  The  school  committee  is  not  any 
body ;  one  of  the  committee  may  do  his  duty,  and  the  others  neglect  it,  and  your 
return  is  not  worth  any  tiling." — Marriagts.  "  The  number  of  marriages  returned 
is  small,  the  clergymen  in  this  town  have  been  prompt  in  making  return  of  mar- 
riages;  some  go  out  of  the  State  from  this  town  every  year." — Deaths.  "We 
have  no  sextons  in  this  town ;  I  have  obtained  the  information  of  physicians  and 
others,  and  kept  a  record ;  it  is  probably  correct" 

Enfield. — "The  above  are  all  the  deaths  "which  have  occurred  within  the  limits 
of  this  town,  during  the  specified  year,  and  the  record,  so  far  as  it  goes,  is,  I  be- 
lieve, correct  The  number  of  marriages,  I  believe  to  be  correct,  for  our  clergy 
have  been  very  prompt  to  make  tlieir  returns  very  nearly  as  the  law  directs,  and 
their  reason  for  so  doing  may  be  in  some  measure  accounted  for  *,  the  pay  for  their 
services  tells,  compared  to  the  pay  of  the  other  officers  who  have  to  do  in  the  mat- 
ter. The  births  are,  for  the  most  part,  correct ;  the  number,  so  f^r  as  ascertained, 
is  correct,  or,  at  the  least,  nearer  the  truth  than  it  will  likely  to  be,  unless  our 
legislature  can,  in  their  generosity,  afford  to  pass  an  act,  to  pay  one  officer  of  the 
town,  to  collect  and  make  returns  te  tiie  clerk,  in  such  a  manner,  that  he  can  send 
them  forward,  with  tliat  degree  of  accuracy,  that  may  be  depended  upon  ;  for,  un- 
til an  adequate  compensation  can  be  paid,  you  cannot  get  accurate  and  full  returns. 
Who  will  or  can  find  any  fault  with  a  school  committee,  for  not  ascertaining  the 
hirthSf  in  any  of  our  inland  towns,  of  one  or  two  tliousand  inhabitants.  Take  this 
town,  for  an  example,  of  one  thousand  inhabitants,  with  from  20  to  30  births  in 
the  year,  which  has  taken  two  days  to  get  the  information  required  by  the  stat- 
utes, and  you  will  perceive  that  it  affi)rds  the  enormous  sum  of  seventy  cents  per 
day,  for  self-expenses  of  living,  and  pay  for  horse-hire  (which,  by  the  way,  will 
not  be  less  than  $1  50).  If  this  good  old  State  of  Massachusetts,  which  is  looked 
up  to  as  an  example  of  generous  salaries,  can  require  of  her  generous-hearted  yeo- 
manry, to  do  such  fatiguing  duties,  and  ascertain  such  desired  statistics,  for  the 
benefit  of  her  citizens,  and  refuse  to  pay  them  a  fair  compensation  for  their  labors, 
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.  they  mast  not  be  disappointed,  if,  instead  of  their  doing  thoee  doties  reqaired, 
they  will  soon  wholly  neglect  them ;  for  five  cents  a  birth  will  not  pay  a  committee 
efficient  to  porchase  them  a  dinner  of  water  ^frw/." 

Goshen. — "I  have  given  you  a  perfect  list  of  all  births,  maniagea  and  deaths, 
that  have  occurred  in  this  town,  within  the  time  specified.** 

Greenwich.— jBir^Af.  "The  above  is  a  correct  list  of  births,  in  this  town, 
within  the  time  specified,  t. «.,  from  the  first  of  May,  1847,  to  the  1st  of  May,  1848, 
according  to  the  record  of  my  predecessor,  and  the  best  information  I  could  obtain 
elsewhere." — Marriagts.  "  The  above  comprises  a  list  of  persons  married  in  our 
town,  from  May  Ist,  1847,  to  May  1st,  1848,  according  to  the  best  information  I 
could  obtain,  yet  the  list  is  very  imperfect,  owing  probably  to  the  carelessness 
or  negligence  of  those  who  made  out  the  certificates ;  they  not  giving  dates,  &c., 
so  as  to  fill  out  the  list  as  the  law  requires.  But  1  will  do  what  I  can,  to  have 
the  returns  in  better  shape,  another  year." 

HATriEZB.-^Births.  Four  births  since  May  1, 1848,— stricken  from  return, 
—leaving  the  whole  number,  24. 

Northampton.— 3£r<A».    Return,  87,  should  be  88. 

Norwich. — Deaths.  "  The  above,  I  believe  to  be  correct,  so  far  as  the  record 
is  full ;  I  have  taken  considerable  trouble  to  get  the  returns  in,  and  it  is  the  first 
time  the  deaths  have  been  returned  to  the  clerk,  since  the  present  law  was  enact- 
ed;  this  is  the  cause  of  its  being  rather  late." 

Pelham. — *^  There  has  been  no  return  of  births  and  deaths  made  to  me.  But 
there  has  been  probably  15  births,  and  12  or  13  deaths." 

Prescott. — Births.  "The  above  is  a  true  transcript  from  the  record  I  have 
kept,  and  contains  the  exact  number  of  births  that  have  occurred  in  this  town  th« 
year  ending  April  30th  last,  as  I  have  ascertained  by  personal  inquiry,  in  travers- 
ing the  length  and  breadth  of  the  town,  up  hill  and  down,  through  snow  and  mud, 
(it  mostly  being  accomplished  in  the  month  of  March,)  the  school  committee  hav- 
ing previously  refused  to  give  the  least  aid,  (although  furnished  with  blanks,  and 
frequently  solicited  so  to  do ;)  and  hence  the  whole  burthen  fell  on  the  clei%,  or  else 
subject  himself  to  a  penalty  of  ten  dollars.  Cannot  our  wise  legislators,  in  their 
long  sessions,  make  some  alterations  in  the  law,  that  shall  more  equalize  the  labor 
to  be  performed  in  collecting  all  the  facts  necessary  to  render  the  registration 
law  complete  ?" — Marriages.  "  One  other  gentleman  and  lady  from  this  town, 
took  a  ride  into  N.  H.,  and  returned  '  one  fiesh,'  as  they  say,  that  is,  mAn  and 
wife.  Query.  Ought  not  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  to  make  it  compulso- 
ry on  the  parties  thus  united  in  marriage,  to  furnish  some  evidence  of  their 
union,  from  the  magistrate  or  clergyman,  who  officiates  at  such  ceremony,  to  the 
town  clerk  of  the  town  where  the  parties  belong,  that  it  may  be  recorded  with  the 
other  marriages  that  take  place  ?"— Deoi^.  "The  above  is  a  correct  Het  of  all  . 
the  deaths  that  have  occurred  in  this  town,  for  the  year  ending  April  30tb,  1848, 
with  the  condition,  age,  occupation,  &c.,  of  each,  as  returned  to  me  by  the  several 
sextons  in  town,  who  have  performed  their  duty  very  chcerfVilly  and  with  correct- 
ness, (where  all  the  facts  could  be  ascertained  in  the  several  inquiries,)  except 
making  their  returns  monthly,  as  required  by  the  fourth  section  of  the  act" 

South  Hadlet.— Btr(^.    '*  The  above  is  a  list  of  births  in  South  Hadley,  as 
returned  by  the  school  committee.    I  believe  it  to  be  full  and  correct" 
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WAnM.^DealK$*    "  No  return  of  deaths  in  town  the  past  year  made  to  me." 
WxsTHAMPToif. — MarriagiM.    *'  M7  vocabulary  is  not  extensive  enough  to  ex- 
press, in  a  single  word,  the  *  occupation'  of  unmarritd  young  ladies.    Can't  do 
better  than  set  it  dowu-^repartttionfor  mairimony.^ 

No  Returw  of  births  from  Cummington,  and  of  births  and  deaths  from  Pd- 
ham. 

HAMPDEN  COUNTY. 

Blandford.— Birtt*.  "  The  above  is  a  correct  list  of  the  births,  as  returned 
to  me  by  the  school  committee."— 2>ea<A«.  '*  The  above  list  I  have  obtained  from 
our  clergyman,  and  think  it  very  near  correct" — Marriages.  "  The  above  mar- 
riages are  all  that  have  been  returned  to  me,  but  probable  not  all  that  have  been 
married  in  our  town." 

Brimfield. — "  If  we  could  have  the  blanks,  previous  to  the  1st  of  May,  the 
assessors  could  collect  the  births,  but  as  they  do  not,  the  school  committee  collect 
them  at  their  leisure." 

Granvillr.— BirMtf.  *'  Whole  number  should  be  31,  instead  of  29,  as  in  re- 
turn." 

HoLLAUfD.—BirUu,  «*  There  has  not  been  any  return  of  births  made  to  me, 
for  the  past  year ;  whether  any  have  occurred  or  not,  I  have  not  been  informed." 

LupLOw. — Births.  '*  I  have  not  received  any  return  from  the  school  commit- 
tee, of  births,  for  the  past  year.  I  received  these  fourteen,  from  the  journal  of 
Dr.  W.  B.  Alden." 

MoNTooM RRT. — Marriages.  "  There  has  been  several  others  married  within 
the  year,  residents  of  this  town,  but  were  married  in  other  places." 

Palmer. — Births.    Whole  number,  71,  instead  of  72,  as  in  return. 

West  SpRiifOFiELD. — "  I  herewith  transmit  what  I  have,  of  returns  required 
by  law,  to  be  made  to  the  secretary,  in  the  month  of  June,  annually.  You  will 
see,  at  a  glance,  that  they  are  very  imperfect  I  will  state  some  of  the  reasons. 
The  toum  school  committee  have  neglected  to  make  any  report  whatever,  of  the 
ftirt^  in  town,  and,  of  course,  none  is  forwarded.  The  committee  are  unwilling 
to  attend  to  the  duty,  at  least,  for  the  compensation  allowed  by  law,  and  the  town 
have  taken  no  other  measures  to  obtain  the  requisite  facts.  The  return  of  tnar- 
riages  is  likewise  deficient,  from  the  fact,  that  clergymen,  or  others,  who  may 
officiate  at  marriages,  consider  the  matter  of  obtaining  the  information  required 
by  law,  from  the  parties  themselves,  at  the  time  of  marriage,  as  of  a  very  delicate 
nature,  and  will  not  attend  to  it  I  think  the  hint  given  in  your  circular  of  April 
12,  with  regard  to  town  clerks  attending  to  the  facts  required  by  law,  will  receive 
attention  when  practicable.  There  are  but  few  cases  in  town,  where  any  par- 
ticular person  has  charge  of  burial  grounds,  so  that  no  person  is  lawfully  oUiged 
to  make  return  of  the  deaths  in  town ;  most  of  those  which  I  have  obtained,  were 
given  me  by  the  kindness  of  clergymen,  who  attended  at  the  funerals,  by  which 
most  of  the  deaths  can  be  determined,  but  without  the  necessary  facts  required 
bylaw." 

Westfield. — Marriages.  '*  The  above  are  not  all  the  marriages  that  have 
been  solemnized  here,  but  all  that  have  been  returned  to  me." 

No  Return  of  deaths  from  Chester  and  Palmer. 
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FRANKLIN  COUNTY. 

AsHFiELD. — Deaths,  ^  The  foregoiog  is  a  true  copy  of  town  record,  as  fur- 
nished bj  Jonathan  Lilly,  sexton." 

BERNARDSToif. — Birihs.  "The  ahove  was  prepared  hy  Dr.  E.  W.  Carpenter, 
who  has  very  commendably  performed  the  same  service  for  some  years  past,  and 
I  believe  is  as  nearly  perfect  as  can  be."    . 

Ekvivq.— Deaths.    "  M  that  have  been  returned"  (one). 

Greeitfield. — "  The  births  and  deaths  are  not  returned  to  the  town  clerk,  and 
have  never  been  since  the  law  was  enacted." 

Hawlet. — Births,  "  Above  is  the  copy  of  record,  and  you  will  perceive  that 
there  are  eight  recorded,  that  were  born  in  1846,  which  accounts  for  10,  in  the 
heading,  and  18  in  the  number  column.  I  was  not  clerk  for  1847,  and  have  cop- 
ied as  they  stand  on  the  register."  Bu/  4,  in  fact,  should  have  been  returned. — 
for  there  were  8  births  in  1846, — and  6  previous  to  May  1,  1847. 

Monroe. — Marriages,  "  In  looking  over  the  records,  I  find  that  the  last  mar- 
riage which  was  solemnized  in  Monroe,  was  in  1840,  and,  in  all  probability,  there 
will  be  few,  if  any,  as  long  as  the  present  law  is  in  existence,  requiring  people  to 
be  published  before  marriage.  The  records  of  the  towns  of  Stanford,  Readsbor- 
ough,  and  Whitingham,  in  Vermont,  will  have  to  be  looked  afler,  in  order  to  know 
who,  and  how  many,  have  been  joined  in  the  bands  of  matrimony,  for  eight  years 
past  People  in  this  town  have  got  an  idea,  they  can  be  equally  as  well  manied 
in  Vermont,  as  in  Massachusetts,  and  be  spared  the  mortification  of  being  posted 
before  they  are  joined." — Deaths*  "  I  am  happy  to  state  that  there  has  not  been 
a  death  in  the  town  of  Monroe  the  past  year." 

Orange. — Deaths,  "  The  record  of  deaths  for  the  past  year,  is  rather  more 
imperfect  than  it  should  be.  I  return  such  as  is  lefl  by  my  predecessor.  The  fault 
probably  is  with  the  sextons,  in  not  making  their  monthly  returns,  which  will  ac- 
count for  the  irregularity  in  dates." 

Warwick. — Births,  *^  Above  you  have  all  the  births  that  have  taken  place  in 
town,  during  the  year  next  preceding  May  1, 1848.  Rev.  R.  C.  Hatch,  one  of  our 
school  committee,  and  myself,  have  taken  the  utmost  pains  to  procure  a  perfect 
return  to  your  office,  and  I  believe  we  have  been  successful  in  getting  the  above 
complete." — Marriages.  "  Above  are  all  the  marriages  that  have  been  returned  to 
me  the  past  year.  Many  others  have  taken  place  among  those  that  reside  in 
town,  but  it  so  happened,  that  it  was  not  convenient  to  perform  the  ceremonies  in 
the  town." — Deaths,  '*  Above  is  a  perfect  and  complete  return  of  all  deaths  that 
have  taken  place  in  this  town  the  past  year,  up  to  May  1, 1848." 

No  Returns  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  from  Conway ^  Heath,  J^orthfidd, 
&nd  Rowe ;  of  births  and  deaths,  from  Gretr^idd  and  Shvteshury, 

BERKSHIRE  COUNTY. 

Alforp. — Deaths,  '*This  return  is  incomplete,  owing  to  the  fact,  that  the 
town  has  not  chosen  a  sexton,  and  I  have  had  to  gather  the  above  myself." 

EoREMONT. — Births.  **  The  above  is  all  the  births  returned  during  the  year 
ending  as  above,  on  account  of  the  negligence  of  the  school  committee,  and, 
luiowbg  their  doty,  hare  neglected  to  perform  it" 
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Florida. — Dealhs,  «*  The  number  of  deaths  stated,  is  correct ;  the  other  par- 
ticulars required  bj  law  I  am  unable  to  state,  as  there  have  been  no  returns  made 
to  me.** 

Great  Barrinoton. — Births.  One  birth  since  Maj  1,  1848,  and  one  in 
Greenfield^  stricken  out, — whole  number  64,  instead  of  66.  "  Herewith  I  forward 
returns  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  for  this  town,  for  the  year  ending  April 
30, 1848.  My  apology  for  not  having  forwarded  them  within  the  time  pre- 
scribed, is  in  the  fact,  that  a  large  proportion  were  not  nade  to  me  in  season,  to 
enable  me  to  do  so ;  of  the  births^  a  good  share  were  not  returned  until  the  8th 
inat  This  is  the  first  return  of  births,  which  has  been  made  from  this  town  for 
some  years  at  least  I  believe  it  is  full,  in  respect  to  numbers,  but  quite  imperfect 
in  detail,  as  you  may  see.  In  regard  to  deaths,  the  return,  I  am  satisfied,  is  in- 
complete, as  respects  the  number,  as  well  as  imperfect  in  other  respects.  The 
obstacle  to  perfect  returns  of  deaths,  is  in  the  fact,  that  we  have  five  different  bu- 
rial places,  three  of  which,  at  least,  are  without  regular  sextons.  This  year,  I 
give  to  each  of  our  five  clergymen,  a  blank  form  of  return,  for  deaths,  to  be  filled 
by  them,  as  occasion  may  require,  and  returned  to  this  ofiice,  in  May,  1849.  I 
hope,  another  year,  our  returns  will  not  only  be  seasonably,  but,  in  all  respects^ 
satisfactorily  made." 

Lanesborouoh. — Births.  "  Several  transient  Irish  laborers  have  had  children 
during  the  time  specified  above,  but  names  and  dates  cannot  now  be  ascertained." 
Whole  number  in  return,  "  about  thirty,"  but  24,  however,  are  mentioned  for  a 
certainty. — Marriages.  "  The  custom  here  is,  to  go  into  the  State  of  New  York, 
to  gel  married." 

Mount  WASHiifOTOif. — Births.    Return  not  signed  by  town  clerL 

New  Ashforo. — Births.  "  By  personal  application  only,  I  am  enabled  to  get 
the  information  required  by  law." 

New  Marlborough. — Marriages.  "  The  deficiency  in  this  return,  is  owing 
to  the  fact,  that  those  who  solemnize  marriages,  do  not  return  to  the  clerk  all  the 
particulars  required  by  law.  I  think  if  we  had  blanks,  for  marriage  certificates, 
and  also  to  place  in  the  hands  of  sextons,  it  would  enable  us  to  make  full  returns." 
— Deaths.  "  The  above  embraces  all  the  particulars  respecting  deaths,  which 
have  been  reported  to  me.  During  the  past  year  we  have  had  no  authoiized  per- 
sons to  take  the  charge  of  burial  places ;  we  now  have,  and  hope  our  next  return 
may  be  more  full  and  accurate." 

Otis. — Deaths.  "The  above  return  is  very  incomplete ;  not  a  single  sexton 
has  done  his  duty  in  returning  the  deaths  that  have  occurred  in  the  town.  I 
have  gathered  the  information  above  from  inquiry,  which  will  account  for  the 
incompleteness  of  the  return." 

Richmond. — Births.  "  Through  misunderstanding  in  the  school  committee, 
or  assessors,  no  returns  of  births  have  been  made.  I  have  waited  till  my  time 
has  expired,  and  now  must  return  you  this  blank,  with  only  this  explanation."— 
Marriages.  "  You  may  think  strange  that  a  town  like  this  should  have  but  one 
marriage  in  the  course  of  the  year,  as  would  appear  from  the  record ;  but  this  is 
not  the  case :  there  have  been  a  number  of  marriages,  of  persons  belonging  to  this 
town,  which  have  been  consummated  out  of  the  State,  which  have  not  been  re- 
turned to  this  office  $  and,  if  returned,  I  should  not  feel  authorized  to  return  to 
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you."— i>ea(*t.  «*  There  has  been  no  return  of  deaths  made  to  this  office ;  what  I 
have,  I  grathered,  as  opportunity  offered,  and  it  would  seem  as  if  some  more  effi- 
cient method  should  be  had,  to  secure  a  full  and  punctual  return  to  your  office, 
to  answer  the  designs  of  the  law.** 

Ttrisqbjlv. — Births.    Return  is  made  of  5,  not  one  ts  in  the  time  specified. 

Wkst  Stockbeidge. — "I  enclose  returns  of  births  and  deaths  in  West  Stock- 
bridge  ;  during  the  last  year,  no  return  of  marriages  has  been  made  to  me.  I 
suppose  the  number  of  deaths  in  town,  the  past  year,  is  more  than  double  the 
number  I  have  returned.    The  births  are  probably  nearly  correct** 

Windsor.— .JBiriAj.    Whole  number  23,  instead  of  22. 

No  Returns  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  from  JldamSi  Becket,  Boston  Cor- 
ner, Cheshire^  Haneodc,  Hinsdale,  Sandisfield,  Stockbridge  and  Washington ;  of  mar- 
riages from  Clarksburg  and  West  Stockbridge;  of  births  from  Williamstoum ;  of 
births  and  marriages  from  Pitt^eUL 

NORFOLK  COUNTY. 

• 
Belunoham. — Births.    **  The  return  of  births  is  very  incomplete ;  the  school 

committee  do  not  think  it  best  to  trouble  themselves  with  such  business,  and  the 
blanks  were  not  forwarded  to  me  in  season,  for  the  assessors  to  number  the  births ; 
therefore,  I  return  what  I  can,  with  such  information  as  I  have.** — Marriages. 
'*  You  will  perceive  that  the  number  of  marriages  is  very  small ;  the  reason  is, 
that  we  were  destitute  of  a  settled  minister  last  season,  until  Occ,  and  those 
wishing  to  be  married,  went  out  of  town,  and  they  are  not  recorded  here.  I  be- 
lieve there  were  about  twenty  publishments,  during  the  year  preceding  May  1, 
1848.** — Deaihs.  '*  I  would  say  that  the  return  is  far  from  what  I  could  wish,  but 
the  sextons  think  it  not  best  to  comply  with  law,  as  it  now  is ;  say  there  is  no 
penalty,  providing  they  do  not  conform  to  it:  that  there  is  some  trouble, and  that 
the  pay  is  not  sufficient;  therefore,  I  have  ootained  the  best  information  I  could  ; 
there  have  been  many  other  deaths,  which  I  have  not  obtained." 

Brookline. — Births,  "  The  foregoing  list  comprises  the  births  in  the  town  of 
Brookline,  during  the  year  next  preceding  the  Ist  May,  1848.  It  is  supposed  to  be 
correct,  as  it  was  taken  by  actual  inquiry,  made  at  each  house  in  the  town." — 
Marriages.  "  Five,  which  occurred  the  preceding  year,  and  were  not  returned  to 
the  town  clerk  in  season  for  last  year's  return,"  included  in  this,  and  have  been 
stricken  out,  leaving  10  as  the  whole  number. — Deaths.  "  In  relation  to  deaths, 
I  have  mado  no  return,  as  I  have  been  unable  to  obtain  from  the  sexton,  a  list — 
but  if  I  can  get  such  information, — at  a  later  period,  as  will  enable  me  to  make  a 
return,  with  any  degree  of  accuracy,  I  shall  do  so." 

CoHAssET. — Deaths.  "  As  we  have  no  superintendent  of  burials,  and  every 
one  procures  whum  he  pleases,  whether  he  be  sexton  of  either  parish  or  not,  it  is 
with  some  trouble  that  I  can  obtain  the  exact  age,  and  true  cause  of  death,  but  I 
think  the  above  statements,  as  far  as  put  down,  are  correct  I  have  put  down  the 
names  of  the  parents,  as  far  as  known,  but,  as  you  will  perceive,  by  the  age  of 
some  of  the  deceased,  some  of  them  have  been  dead  a  great  many  years.  Is  it 
necessary  to  put  down  the  names  of  those  parents,  or  merely  to  state  they  are  not 
living  ?*' 
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DBDBAif.~Btr(^.  <«  One,  Man  ^  l^^y  stricken  oat,— leaving  the  whole 
nomber  81. 

Dorchester.— Biri^.  Whole  namber  261,  instead  of  262,  as  in  the  heading 
of  Return. 

TAhiiw AY, —Births.  "  One  of  the  school  committee  did  not  return  the  day  of 
the  monilkin  all  instances."  One  birth  in  May,  1848,  suicken  out,  leaving  the 
whole  number  67. — Marriagti,  "  Rev.  Dr.  Ide's  parish  includes  a  portion  of  the 
town  of  Franklin.  One  or  two  instances  occur,  where  both  parties  belong  to 
Franklin.  I  have  returned  them  as  they  were  returned  to  me," — Deaths.  **  Sex- 
tons neglect  their  duty.    Many  of  the  above,  I  have  collected  myself." 

Ranoolph. — .Marriages.  "  The  publishments,  during  the  term  of  time  con- 
tained in  this  return,  were  sixty  one.  It  is  very  probable  that  this  return  contains 
all  the  marriages  solemnized  within  the  town,  during  the  aforesaid  period.  We 
have  a  heavy  Irish  population,  who  are  very  willing  to  get  published,  but  I  have 
never  had  one  of  them  returned  for  record,  unless  they  were  solemnized  by  some 
protestant" 

RoxBURT. — Marriages.  "  In  relation  to  the  cetums  of  *  births,  marriages  and 
deaths,'  which  are  required  by  law  to  be  made  at  your  office,  I  have  endeavoj^d 
to  comply,  and  have  taken  pains  to  have  them  correcL  The  births  are  obtained 
by  persona  employed  to  call  at  every  house  in  the  city,  and  the  deaths  are  returned 
regularly,  by  the  several  undertakers.  The  marriages  are  returned  in  most  cases, 
agreeably  to  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  by  the  several  clergymen  and  oth- 
ers, who  solemnize  them,  except  those  of  the  Roman  Catholic  churches,  and 
none  of  them  are  relumed." 

Stouohtow. — Deaths.  "  This  is  believed  to  be  the  whole  number  of  deaths  in 
the  town,  the  last  year.  The  births  must  be  nearly  all  returned,  but  much  imper- 
fectipn  must  necessarily  arise,  from  their  being  taken  in  many  school  districts,  by 
the  prudential  committees,  which  are  (^hanged  every  year." — ^^MarriagestLre  proba- 
bly all  returned,  but  ministers  of  intelligence,  neglect  to  make  return  of  the  infor- 
mation sought,  and  plead  ignorance  of  the  law.  Added  to  all  this,  the  duties  of 
the  clerks  are  trebled,  by  the  present  law,  and  no  additional  compensation  given, 
so  they  can  ill  afford  to  search  for  and  make  the  needful  corrections,  and  I  think 
nothing  like  perfect  accuracy  can  be  obtained  under  existing  laws." 

Wetmocth. — Births.  "The  record  of  births,  I  presume  to  be  correct"— 
Deaths.  "  The  return  of  deaths,  I  think,  is  not  quite  full ;  I  employed  the  best 
means  I  could  command,  in  the  absence  of  any  return  from  the  sextons.  The  re- 
turn was  made  by  the  school  committee,  and  probably  is  nearly  all  the  deaths 
that  have  occurred." 

Wrf.ntham. — **  I  herewith  make  returns  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  which 
occurred  in  this  town,  during  the  year  ending  May  1, 1848,  so  far  as  the  returns 
made  to  me  enable  me  to  do  so ;  which,  although  imperfect  in  some  respects, 
are,  I  trust,  an  improvement  on  former  years. 

No  Returns  of  deaths  from  Braintrec  and  Brookline. 
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BRISTOL  COUNTY. 

Frektoww. — Births.    Whole  number  26,  instead  of  25,  as  in  return. 

MAtfsriEhD, ^Deaths,  "I  get  no  returns  from  the  sextons,  but  collect  from 
different  sources  the  best  I  can.    The  above,  as  far  as  it  goes,  I  think  correct." 

Norton. — Deaths,  "  All  that  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  none  having  been 
returned." 

Swan ZET. — Marriages.  "  I  suppose  more  have  been  married  in  town  the  year 
past.  The  above  are  all  that  have  been  returned." — Deaths.  "We  have  no 
sextons  in  town :  I  have  obtained  the  best  information  I  was  able." 

Taunton. — "The  number  ofhirthSf  I  think,  is  corredf  but  my  return  of  mar- 
riages and  deaths,  which  accompanies  this,  is  incomplete  and  imperfect  I  be- 
lieve that  not  more  than  ttoo  thirds  of  the  marriages  that  have  taken  place  in  this 
town,  the  past  year,  have  been  returned  to  me,  by  those  persons  to  whom  that 
duty  belongs.  There  are,  however,  some  honorable  exceptions  among  our  cler- 
gymen. The  deaths  are  also  far  short  of  tlie  actual  number  that  have  occurred 
the  past  year.  All  that  I  have  returned,  I  obtained  myself^  without  the  assistance 
or  aid  of  any  sexton,  or  other  persons.  I  think,  since  I  have  been  the  clerk  of  the 
town,  which  is  now  between  two  and  three  years,  I  have  not  had  a  death  returned  to 
me  by  the  persons  whom  the  law  of  1844  makes  it  the  duty  to  make  such  returns 
to  the  clerk." 

Wbstport. — "  There  have  been  twelve  couple  married  out  of  town,  during  the 
year." 

No  Returns  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths  (rom  Fatrhavtn  and  Seekonk;  nor 
marriages  from  Berkley. 

PLYMOUTH  COUNTY. 

East  Bridciewater. — Deaths.  "  A  number  of  persons  who  have  died  in  this 
town,  the  past  year,  were  buried  in  the  town  of  Abington,  inconsequence  of  their 
belonging  to  a  religious  society  in  that  place,  and  have  not  been  returned  to  me. 
The  above  list  is,  therefore,  incomplete.  Pains  will  be  taken,  in  future,  to  have 
the  returns  more  perfect" 

DuxBURT. — Marriages.  **  The  above  are  the  only  returns  that  have  been  made 
to  me  during  the  past  year.    I  have  not  received  any  returns  of  deaths  or  births." 

Kingston. — Deaths.  "  The  above  return  is  the  best  I  could  make.  Number 
I  think  complete.  There  has  not  been  a  single  voluntary  return  of  a  death,  du- 
ring the  past  year,  and  I  have  been  obliged  to  collect  what  information  I  could, 
by  inquiring  and  otherwise ;  I  find  some  have  lived  in  the  town  but  a  short  time, 
and  but  little  is  known  of  them.  Others,  the  disease  or  cause  of  death  is  unknown, 
(but  boarding  one's  self,  and  working  for  nothing,  is  small  pay]." 

Marsbfield. — Marriages.  "  The  above  are  all  the  marriages  which  have  oc- 
curred in  Marshfield,  daring  the  last  registration  year." — Deaths.  "  The  above 
are  all  the  deaths  which  have  occurred  in  Marshfield,  daring  the  last  registration 
year,  as  I  have  been  as  nsaal,  throughout  the  town,  and  obtained  the  information." 

Pltmptonw— Jtforrui^.  "  There  was  no  colored  person  among  the  marriages. 
The  above  contains  every  marriage,  which  was  solemnized  in  Plympton,  during 
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the  year  ending  April  30, 1848.  The  average  age  of  the  males  ia  38  2-13  yean. 
The  average  age  of  the  females  is  24  10-13  yean."— jBtrf^.  ''The  above  in- 
eludes  every  birth,  which  occurred  in  the  town  of  Plympton,  during  the  year  be- 
ginning May  1,  1847,  and  ending  April  30,  1848.  There  was  no  colored  peraoB 
among  the  births." — Deaths,  **  The  above  includes  every  death  which  occurred 
in  Plympton,  during  the  year  ending  April  30, 1848, — 38  yean  4  months,  9  days, 
7  16-23  houra  is  the  average  age  of  the  deceased  pereons.  During  the  year  end- 
ing April  30, 1848,  there  was  an  unusual  number  of  deaths  in  Plympton.  During 
35  years  after  January  1,  1812,  the  average  number  of  deaths,  in  Plympton,  was 
14  32-35.  Tlicre  was  no  colored  pereon  among  the  deaths.  But  one  colored 
pereon  now  resides  in  Plympton.  The  present  town  clerk  <  has  held  the  office 
of  town  clerk  of  Plympton,  ever  since  March  9,  1812,  and  has  recorded  every 
marriage,  birth,  and  death  which  occurred  in  Plympton,  from  January  1,  1812,  to 
April  30th,  1848,  and  has  kept  a  number  of  statistical  tables  in  the  town  records, 
from  which  the  following  is  taken.  During  35  yean,  between  January  1, 1812, 
and  Dec.  31,  1846,  the  whole  number  of  births  was  429  males,  384  females,  total, 
813.  The  whole  number  of  deaths  was  256  males,  266  females,  total,  522.  The 
average  age  of  all  the  deceased  peraons  was  40  yeara,  10  months,  and  1  day.  The 
average  age  of  the  males  was  39  yeara,  9  months  and  15  days.  The  average 
age  of  the  females  was  41  years,  10  months  and  2  days.  The  number  which 
died  in  each  month,  during  said  35  yeara,  was  as  follows : — 50  in  January,  37  in 
February,  58  in  March,  43  in  April,  49  in  May,  33  in  June,  30  in  July,  47  in  Au- 
gust, 52  in  September,  52  in  October,  33  in  November,  and  38  in  December. 
Among  the  deceased  persons,  there  were  73,  under  one  year  old;  60,  one  year  old, 
and  under  ten  yeara  old ;  45,  ten  yeara  old,  and  under  twenty ;  45,  twenty  yean 
old,  and  under  thiity ;  46,  thirty  yeara  old,  and  under  forty ;  38,  forty  years  old, 
and  under  fifly ;  34,  fifly  yean  old,  and  under  sixty ;  40,  sixty  yeara  old,  and  under 
seventy ;  63,  seventy  yeara  old,  and  under  eighty ;  59,  eighty  yean  old,  and  under 
ninety ;  19,  ninety  yeara  old,  and  under  one  hundred.  The  town  clerk  of  Plymp- 
ton took  account  of  the  deaths  in  Plympton,  in  a  private  journal,  which  he  keeps 
of  deaths  and  funerals,  near  the  time  when  they  occurred,  with  more  particulars 
than  is  recorded  in  the  book,  sent  to  him  by  the  secretary  of  this  State;  at  times 
when  convenient,  entera  them  in  the  town  records." 

Rochester. — Births.    Whole  number  83,  instead  of  85,  as  in  return. 

No  Returns  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  from  Mingion^  Middlehorovgh, 
and  Plymouth;  of  births  and  deaths,  from  Duxbury;  of  deaths,  from  Carver, 

BARNSTABLE  COUNTY. 

Barnstable.— BtrfA^.    Whole  number  9,  instead  of  8,  as  in  return. 
No  Returns  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  from  Dennis,  Marshptt^  Trvro 
and  WtVJUd. 
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Table  I.     1.  Abstract  of  the  Returns  of  Births, 
in  the  several  Counties,  for  each  month  of  the  year  endi?ig  April  30, 1848. 


Sex. 

COUNTIES. 

Month. 

, 

i 

g 

JB 

6 

-J 
0 

Total. 

1 

*  i 

i 

X 

1 

X 

&: 

b 
» 

;! 

1 
•c 

n 

0^ 

1 

t  a 

Q;  ^5 

May, 

Male, 

97 

119 

112 

23 

39 

13;  21 

71 

65 

30 

12   3,    9|    614 

Female, 

8G 

106 

91 

23 

29 

15,  14 

m 

61 

25 

18   71  10 

551 

Not  sUted, 

2 

1 

2 

. 

• 

■ 

1 

2 

1 

, 

•    • 

9 

June, 

Male, 

86 

97 

86 

23 

26 

17 

25 

67 

64 

25 

16 

1     8 

541 

Female, 

85 

101 

92 

21 

34 

17 

18 

73 

52 

23:  25 

2 

8 

551 

Not  sUted, 

1 

2 

3 

1 

, 

, 

, 

, 

2 

, 

, 

9 

Jniy, 

Male, 

94 

114 

97 

24 

36 

161  10 

76 

81 

20 

28 

3     5!    613 

Female, 

1121  136 

92 

18 

271  31 

18 

91 

66 

361  20i  3|    7 

657 

Not  stated, 

4 

1 

. 

1 

1    • 

, 

. 

1 

2;  .  1  .!  . 

10 

AagQsty 

Male, 

112 

141 

109|  33 

43,  17 

21 

71 

80 

26 

30!  3   12 

698 

Female, 

116;  127 

115 

30 

30 

17 

9 

87 

67 

30 

20 

V    8 

657 

Not  stated, 

1 

1 

2 

• 

1 

, 

, 

1 

• 

, 

, 

•1  • 

6 

September, 

Male, 

114 

136 

109 

24 

47 

24 

21 

100 

74 

31 

22 

6     9 

717 

Female, 

IJO 

131 

114 

23 

34 

21 

28 

101 

70 

32 

37 

1;  11 

713 

Not  stated, 

3 

, 

2 

2 

. 

, 

. 

. 

, 

, 

, 

.  i       7 

October, 

Male, 

111 

lao 

100 

28 

23 

19|  14 

89 

77 

25 

36 

4 

10;    675 

Female, 

97 

145 

112 

30 

33 

18 

21 

82 

80 

27 

31 

2 

6     684 

Not  stated. 

1 

3 

1 

^ 

, 

, 

, 

2 

, 

• 

, 

• 

7 

November, 

Male, 

98 

135 

100 

24 

40 

15 

20 

93 

55 

28 

27'  1     8 

644 

, 

Female, 

70 

145 

93 

20 

27 

21 

16 

92 

63 

30 

26   5 

8 

616 

Not  stated, 

, 

3 

, 

, 

1 

, 

1 

2 

, 

,      , 

7 

December, 

Male, 

102 

160 

100 

18 

33 

io 

12 

97 

75 

30 

22  3     6 

686 

Female, 

92 

137 

101 

28 

40 

21 

13 

m 

69 

32 

19  2 

1 

621 

Not  stated, 

4 

1 

4 

. 

, 

, 

1 

1 

, 

1;  1 

, 

13 

January, 

Male, 

78 

149 

109 

25 

40 

14   19 

90 

70 

31 

19  4 

7 

655 

Female, 

107 

143 

92 

34 

42    14;  19 

88 

75 

37 

17  3 

7 

678 

Not  stated. 

5 

4 

, 

1 

, 

.      . 

2 

4 

, 

1    . 

• 

17 

February, 

Male, 

116 

126 

105 

31 

50 

20   19 

104 

104 

38 

20  3,  14 

750 

Female, 

116 

137 

100 

29 

33 

27  25 

108 

92 

28 

22   6     6 

731 

Not  stated. 

4 

6 

3 

, 

, 

•      • 

5 

, 

2    .    . 

20 

March, 

Male, 

116 

172 

127 

32 

37 

30  32 

96 

82  3r. 

24   4     2 

790 

Female, 

105 

133 

124 

29 

49 

21 

1^. 

89 

84 

35 

22  5   11 

723 

Not  stated. 

2 

2 

2 

, 

2 

, 

. 

3 

3 

, 

1    .    . 

15 

AprU, 

Male, 

99 

167 

100 

32 

34 

23  241 

79 

90 

47 

22  5    10 

732 

Female, 

103 

138 

120 

37 

43    15  16; 

82 

83  27 

19  7   10     700 

Not  stated, 

3 

2 

1 

• 

1    .      1; 

6 

3i     1 

.  1  2    .         20 

Total, 

Male, 

1223  1655 

I263I3I7 

448227247 

1033 

917,'367|27840  100i  8115 

Female, 

119iM579 

1246 

3-22  421 

238,213 

1025 

8()2  3()2 

276  44,  95 

7882 

Not  stated. 

30 

26 

20 

3 

8 

•    •  'i 

20 

18 

6 

5  3;  . 

140 

Month  not 

Male, 

7 

8 

4 

1 

46 

2;    3 

4 

1 

3     1   2i  . 

82 

stated, 

Female, 

7 

7 

9 

1 

42 

2    1 

2 

1 

2    .13. 

77 

Not  stated, 

3 

9 

2 

1 

2 

1     2| 

1 

1 

4 

.  1  .|  . 

26 

Grand  total. 

.      24r)9'3284 

2.544  6451)67.470467 

2085 

leoo 

744 

.^O  92' 195 

16322 
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Table  I.     2.  Births  ;  Plurality  Cases. 


COUNTIES. 

Mooib. 

Sex. 

1 

1 

i 

il 

t 
1 

1 

i 

2:; 

n 

S 

& 

I 

1 

2 

Total. 

May, 

Jane, 

July, 

August, 

September, 

October, 

November, 

December, 

January, 

February, 

March, 

April, 

Male, 

Female, 

Not  suted, 

Male, 

Female, 

NotsUted,    . 

Male, 

Female, 

Not  stated, 

Male,           ] 

Female,        ] 

Not  stated, 

Male, 

Female, 

Not  stated, 

Male, 

Female, 

Not  stated, 

Male, 

Female, 

NotsUted,    . 

Male 

Female, 

Not  stated,    . 

Male, 

Female, 

Not  stated,   . 

Male, 

Female, 

Not  stated,    . 

Male, 

Female, 

Not  stated,    . 

Male, 

Female,        5 

Not  stated,    . 

1 
1 

• 

• 
>    • 
I    4 

.    . 
1 
5 

3 

3 

• 
1 
3 

• 
1 
7 

'7 

5 

• 
2 
4 

'1 

I       3 

2 

*2 

2 

• 

• 
4 

'2 

'2 
4 

'e 

6 

'2 

"3 
3 

'4 
2 

• 

3 

3 

• 

'1 
5 

'2 
'2 

3 

'3 
3 

1 

1 

'2 
2 

'1 
1 

'2 

'2 

6 

1 
5 

'2 
*2 

J 

• 
'2 

"2 
2 

's 

1 

'2 
'2 

'2 
'2 

2 
'2 

• 

'2 

• 

• 
2 

• 

2 
2 

'1 

1 

• 
• 
• 

'2 

• 

*2 

'3 

• 
1 
1 

"3 

1 

• 

*1 

1 

1 
1 

"2 

• 

• 

2 

• 
• 
2 

• 

2 

4 
4 

3 
2 

• 

• 
• 

2 

2 

• 
1 
3 
2 

3 

1 

4 
2 

2 

5 
3 

• 

2 

i 

1 

2 
2 

2 
2 

• 
• 

3 

1 

• 

i 
3 

2 
2 

• 
2 

. 

2 

4 
2 

2 
2 

2 

2 
2 

5 
3 

• 
8 
10 

io 

6 

23 
12 

'6 
16 

15 
18 

18 
16 

• 

2 
6 

i2 
16 

24 
20 

2 
13 
23 

2 

4 
15 

1 

Total, 

Menth  not 
stated. 

Male,            1 
Female,        t 
Not  stated,    . 

[     21 
\     33 

24 

26 

18 
26 

7 
5 

• 

5 
9 
2 

2 

7 
5 

li 
6 

16 

11 

2 

12 
11 

1 

• 

6 
G 

10 
12 

• 

4 

2 
4 

• 

140 

161 

5 

2 

Grand  total. 

•       4 

[     54 

50 

44 

12 

18 

12 

17 

29 

24 

12 

22 

•4 

6 

308 

NoTX.— In  Dorchester  and  Clarksburg^,  triplets  in  each  town—all  maJes. 
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Table  II.    1.  Abstract  of  the  Returns  of  Marriages, 

in  the  several  Counties,  for  each  month  of  the  year  ending 
April  30,  1848. 


Counties. 

i 

^ 

i 

\ 

} 

1 

1 

1 

•^ 

■ 

J 

1 

Month 

not 
stated. 

Total. 

Safiblk,    . 

1 

2 

• 

2 

• 

4 

6 

4 

2 

, 

1 

2 

1 

25 

Essex,      . 

63 

73 

37 

41 

74 

87 

115 

no 

79 

69 

49 

64 

5 

866 

Middlesex, 

116 

106 

91 

89 

109 

140 

176 

115 

122 

77 

75 

94 

6 

1316 

Worcester, 

83 

58 

35 

39 

64 

81 

110 

60 

62 

38 

52 

85 

5 

772 

Hampshire, 

38 

16 

6 

5 

12 

27 

39 

23 

12 

8 

18 

14 

4 

222 

Hampden, 

17 

20 

7 

11 

30 

32 

42 

17 

22 

18 

24 

26 

• 

266 

Franklin, 

9 

10 

6 

4 

17 

16 

15 

13 

16 

11 

8 

11 

1 

137 

Berkshire, 

5 

5 

2 

7 

10 

12 

17 

11 

4 

. 

6 

10 

1 

90 

Norfolk,  . 

37 

32 

29 

28 

44 

61 

83 

47 

45 

26 

28 

50 

• 

510 

Bristol,     . 

38 

39 

39 

31 

49 

46 

65 

34 

46 

32 

28  41 

• 

488 

Plymouth, 

11 

20 

13 

10 

20 

31 

47 

31 

21 

19 

21 

1 

16 

2 

262 

Barnstable, 

11 

15 

6 

6 

6 

11 

29 

27 

31 

27 

25  19 

5 

218 

Dokes,     . 

5 

3 

4 

1 

2 

. 

5 

3 

5 

3 

1 

1 

• 

33 

Nantucket, 

12 

7 

3 

12 

5 

5 

11 

6 

8 

2 

6 

5 

• 

82 

Total,  . 

446 

406278 

286 

442  553,760501 

475 

.S30|342|438 

30 

5287 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


30 


SEVENTH  REGISTRATION  REPORT. 


Table  II.     2.  Conditions  and  Ages  of  Pabties  to 
Marriages, 

for  the  year  ending  April  30,  1848. 


(1.)    BETWEEN  BACHELORS  AND  MAIDS 

L 

Age  of  the  Women. 

AoE  OP  THE  Men. 

1 

3 
{.1 

2 

2 

o 

2 

18 
2 

S 
2 
18 

s 

s 
S 

2   2 

3,? 

1 

9 

1 

h 

1 

Under  20,    .     . 
20  to  25,      .     . 
25  to  30,      .     . 
30  to  35,      .     . 
35  to  43,      .     . 
40  tp  45,      .     . 
45  to  50,      .     . 
50  to  55,      •     . 
55  to  60,      .     . 
60  to  65,      ,     . 
65  to  70,      .     . 
70  to  75,      .     . 
75  to  80,      .     . 
80  and  upwards. 
Age  of  men  not 
stated,        .     . 

47 

705 

252 

38 

7 

1 

1 

• 

13 

18 
950 
662 
112 

20 
6 

■ 

• 
• 

• 

11 

ii5 

284 
80 
26 

8 

1 
1 

• 

5 

1 
5 

23 

30 

19 

6 

1 
1 

1 

'% 

7 
4 
2 

1 

1 

2 
1 

• 

• 
1 
1 

1 

1 

• 

2 

• 

: 

. 

24 

18 

3 

1 

1 
337 

66 

1799 

1242 

269 

84 

28 

5 

6 

2 

I 

• 

367 

Total,     .     .     . 

1064 

1779 

520 

87 

24 

4 

3 

2     2 

.  !.!. 

.364 

^vm 

(2.)    BETWEEN  BACHELORS  AND  WIDOWS. 


Under  20,    .     . 
20  to  25,      .     . 
25  to  30,      .     . 
30  to  35,      .     . 
35  to  40,      .     . 
40  to  45,      .     . 
45  to  50,      .     . 
50  to  55,      .     . 
55  to  60,      .     . 
60  to  65,      .     . 
65  to  70,      .     . 
70  to  75,      .     . 
75  to  80,      .     . 
60  and  upwards, 
Age  of  the  men 
not  stated, 

i 

• 

7 

10 

3 

• 

• 
• 
• 

• 

7 

13 

3 

2 

1 

4 

; 

2 

1 
1 

1 
3 
3 

1 

1 

• 

a 
a 

1 
2 
1 

a 

3 

1 
1 
3 

1 

1 

* 

17 

21 

34 

20 

5 

6 

5 

1 

2 

• 

• 

• 
• 

17 

Total,     .     .     . 

1 

20 

26 

22 

9 

41     91     1 

•  1  . 

19 

111 
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AoK  OF  THE  Women. 

AOX  OF  THX  MjEN. 

1 

2 

2 

2 

S 

!8 
2 
S 

18 

2 

s 

2 
S 

2 

0 

■il 

c 

1 

§ 

h 

< 

Under  20,    .     . 
20to25,      .     . 
25  to  30,      •     . 
30to35,      .     . 
35  to  40,      .     • 
40  to  45,      .     . 
45  to  50,      .     . 
50  to  55,      .     . 
55  to  60,      .     . 
60  to  65,      .     . 
65  to  70,      .     . 
70  to  75,      .     , 
75  to  80,      .     . 
80  and  apwards, 
Age  of  tne  men 
not  stated. 

. 
8 
21 
11 

8 

1 
1 
1 

1 

1 

1 

9 

54 

23 

17 

7 

2 

1 

"l 
14 

28 
31 

9 
10 

1 
1 
1 

a 
• 
• 
• 

3 

17 

16 

14 

5 

3 

• 

• 
• 

I 

7 

9 
6 

1 

a 
• 

• 

f 

a 
1 

7 
2 
7 
5 
1 

1 

• 

a 
• 

'3 

6 
4 

.4 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

*2 
3 
2 

3 

1 

. 
. 

a 

"2 
2 

:    4 

'     1 

1 

a 
1 

• 

• 

a 
1 

• 

1 

• 

a 

i 

a 

2 
3 
3 
2 

• 

i 

• 

• 

• 

69 

1 

19 

90 

84 

81 

56 

39 

29 

19 

9 

4 

5 

1 

• 

73 

Total,    ...     . 

53 

114 

99 

55 

44 

34 

17 

11   10 

2   . 

.|8I 

510 

(4)    BETWEEN  WIDOWERS  AND  WIDOWS. 


Under  20,    .     . 
20to25,      .     . 
25  to  30,      .     . 
30  to-35,      .     . 
35  to  40,      .     a 
40  to  45,      .     a 
45  to  50,      .     . 
50  to  55,      .     . 
55  to  60,      •     a 
60to65,      .     . 
65  to  70,      .     a 
70  to  75,      .     . 
75to80,     .     . 
80  and  upwards, 
Age  of  the  men 
not  sUted,      . 

• 
2 

1 

• 
• 

a 
• 

. 

3 
3 
3 
3 

2 

a 
• 

2 
5 
8 
5 
6 
2 

a 

1 

• 

• 

• 

• 
1 
4 
6 
5 
5 
5 
3 
1 

a 

• 
1 

3 
6 
2 
5 
4 
3 
1 
• 

• 

• 
'2 

2 
3 

4 
5 
5 

1 

• 

a 
• 

a 

'1 
5 
3 
5 
2 
1 

a 
a 

a 
a 
a 
a 
a 
• 

'2 

1 

• 

a 
• 

a 

2 

a 

2 
2 

1 

1 

*2 

4 
1 

• 

*1 
3 

1 

2 

• 

a 
1 

1 

2 

a 
• 
1 

29 

• 

2 

7 

10 

22 

22 

18 

22 

21 

18 

11 

9 

5 

1 

32 

Total,    .     .     . 

3 

14 

29'  30 

25 

22 

17 

3 

7 

8 

5 

J_ 

36 

200 
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(5.)    CONDITION  OP  PARTIES  NOT  STATED. 


NOTE. 

These  Tables,  in  relation  to  marriages,  are  read  as  follows : — Fint  Table.  705 
men,  between  the  ages  of  20  and  25,  were  married  to  women  under  20;  5  women, 
between  30  and  35,  were  married  to  men  between  20  and  25 ;  or  7  men,  between 
35  and  40,  were  married  to  women  under  20. — Second  Table.  1  man,  between 
20  and  25,  was  married  to  a  widow  between  35  and  40. — Third  Table.  8  wid- 
owers, between  20  and  25,  were  married  to  women  under  20,  who  had  not  before 
been  married. 
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Table  III.     2.  Classification  of  Causes  of  Death  in 
The  several  Counties, 

/or  the  year  ending  April  30th,  1848. 


DISEASES. 

1 

1 

MiddlesM. 
Worcester. 

E 

a 

X 

X 

i 

la 

en 

& 

IS 

1 

2 

, 

S 

i 

1 

1, 

1 

1.  ZlMOTIC  Dl9KA818;OR 

Epidemic,  Emdkmic,  and 

Contagious  Oisbasbs. 

1 

Cholera,       - 

17 

4     8 

2 

2 

. 

- 

7 

3 

3. 

. 

46 

2 

Cholera  Infantum, 

15 

9ll  23 

1 

4 

5 

- 

11 

4 

14'  4 

. 

172 

3 

Croup,         -        .        - 

25 

65  48 

8 

20 

11 

8 

35 

18 

2;  6 

19 

265 

4 

Diarrhoea,    .        .        - 

84 

42;  m 

5 

21 

3 

2 

32 

5 

10  2 

2 

245 

5 

Dysentery,  -        -        - 

U 

142 

394198 

8 

1014 

5 

99 

93 

2232 

46 

1074 

6 

Erysipelas,  -        -        - 

8 

15   13 

3 

6 

1 

4 

5 

2 

] 

• 

60 

7 

Fever,  Intermittent, 

- 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

* 

- 

• 

- 

• 

3 

8 

"       Remittent, 

- 

1 

6 

. 

- 

- 

. 

- 

1 

1 

. 

9 

9 

"       Typhus,     - 

201 

307 

205 

49 

69 

31 

21 

145 

76 

44  30 

11 

1202 

10 

Hooping  Cough,  - 

14 

7 

17 

2 

13 

3 

5 

8 

214 

• 

77 

]] 

Influenza,    -        •       - 

9 

1 

4 

1 

2 

. 

4 

2 

2  1 

1 

27 

12 

Measles,      -        -        - 

5 

15 

4 

. 

12 

. 

1 

5 

.    . 

• 

43 

13 

Scarlatina,  -        -        - 

32 

47 

18 

4 

3 

18 

1 

13 

10 

1310 

6 

176 

14 

Small  Pox,  - 

2 

6 

2 

. 

3 

2 

. 

5 

. 

. 

. 

_ 

21 

15 
16 

Syphilis,      - 
Thrush, 

Totals,     . 

" 

- 

1 

" 

_ 

" 

• 

■ 

• 

■ 

" 

* 

1 

24 

504 

997 

633 

83 

166|86 

41 

361 

229 

115 

97 

85  !3421 

2.  DiSBASSB  or  General 

OK  U/fcsKTAin  Seat. 

17 

Abscess,      -        .        - 

3 

6 

. 

2 

1 

. 

. 

• 

« 

1 

14 

18 

Atrophy,      .        .        - 

3 

16 

5 

4 

2 

2 

^ 

4 

2 

. 

40 

19 

Cancer,        -        -        - 

25 

24 

16 

8 

4 

2 

12 

6 

6 

6 

114 

20 

Debility,      - 

3 

5 

8 

2 

2 

1 

3 

. 

2 

. 

1 

29 

21 

Dropsy, 

54 

52 

44 

14 

13 

10 

10 

20 

14 

11 

1 

6 

250 

22 

Gout,           -        -        - 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

• 

- 

. 

- 

- 

- 

23 

Hemorrhage, 
Infantile  Diseases, 

3 

6 

8 

2 

5 

1 

3 

5 

1 

1 

40 

24 

64 

60 

25 

1 

. 

1 

4 

5 

13 

5 

183 

25  Inflammation, 

6 

2 

8 

5 

1 

. 

2 

1 

. 

2 

31 

26  Malformation, 

- 

- 

3 

• 

- 

- 

. 

- 

. 

- 

5 

271  Mortification, 

28 

29 

66 

5 

3 

3 

10 

17 

5 

7 

12 

186 

28 

Scrofula,      - 

4 

5 

4 

5 

- 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

• 

27 

29 

Sudden  Death,     - 

. 

•  8 

4 

7 

1 

. 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

24 

30 

Tamor, 
ToUls,     . 

- 

4 

5 

4 

1 

- 

- 

1 

3 

2 

^i  • 

23 

3 

205 

214 

198 

^ 

4S 

28 

21 

57 

"52 

I3 

33 

,34 

966 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


42  SEVENTH  REGISTRATION  REPORT. 

Causes  of  Death  in  the  seteeal  Cocntibs — Continued. 


DISEASES. 

1 

1 

£ 

i 

I 

§ 

X 

1 

d 

IS 

1 

1 

ea 

C 

1 

S 

1 

31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 

3.  DlSlA8l8   OP   THE 

Neevous  Ststem. 
Apoplexy,       - 
Cephalius,      - 
Chorea,  - 
CoDvulsioM,  - 
Delirium  Tremens,  - 
Epilepsy, 
Hydrocephalus, 
Insanity, 

Paralysis,        -        - 
Tetanus, 
Brain,  &a,  Dis.  of, 

Totals, 

4.  Diseases  op  tbe 
Respiratuet  Oae's. 

Asthma, 
Bronchitis, 
Consumption,  - 
Hydrothoraz,  - 
Laryngitis,      - 
Pleurisy, 
Pneumonia,     - 
Quinsy,  - 
Lungs,  &€.,  Dis.  of, 

Totals, 

5.  Dtseabbs  op  the 
Oegahs  op  Circu- 
lation. 
Aneurism, 
Pericarditis,    - 
Heart,  d&c,  Dis.  of. 

Totals, 

6.  Diseases  op  the 
Digestive  Oroahs. 

Ascites,  - 

Colic,     -        .        - 

Dyspepsia,      -        - 

Enteniis, 

Gastritis, 

Hernia,  - 

Intussusceptloni 

Peritonitis, 

Teething, 

Ulceration,     • 

1 

3 

1 

1 
2 

11 

35 

3 

2 

47 

6 
27 

1 
7 

15 

55 

6 

1 
60 

8 
22 

4 
38 

13 

39 
3 
1 
31 
11 
28 

24 

6 
11 

3 

5 

1 
3 

6 

21 

3 

10 

1 
3 
1 
9 

5 

8 
1 
2 
5 

1 
9 

4 

2 

3 

1 

3 
4 
3 

9 

1 
21 

1 

14 
2 

12 
2 

10 

4 

1 

14 
2 
7 
2 

12 

4 
11 

3 

8 

1 
2 

1 

10 

1 

3 
4 
9 

1 
4 

78 

1 

245 

21 

6 

197 

35 

138 

13 

118 

42 
43 
44 
45 

46 
47 
48 
49 
50 

8 

15 
4 

139 

'ft 
42*^ 

3 

5 
67 

4 

•^09 

7 

432 

3 

1 
10 
64 

5 

150 

1 

1 

407 

6 

lO-i 

3 

1 

29 

2 
109 

22 

54 

1 
157 

1 

4 

25 

1 

35 

2 

1 

71 

3 

3 
15 

1 
I 

16 

f 
1 

20 

1 

72 

3 

3 

217 

1 

3 
25 

10 

65 

3 

203 
2 

2 
55 

2 

29 

101 

2 

8 

1 

33 

2 

108 

3 

2 

19 

2 

13 

59 
6 

852 

9 

22 

2387 

15 

3 

37 

432 

4 

51 
52 
53 

19 
2 

510 

2 

35« 

522 

1 
50 

521 
46 

133 
10 

189 
11 

97 
6 

104 
5 

262 
17 

267 
18 

112 
11 

136 
7 

65 
3 

2937 

3 
225 

54 
55 

56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 

2 

1 

41 

3 

1 
21 

1 
2 

5 

51 

1 

8 
3 
2 

1 
14 

46 

5 
2 
19 
7 
2 

1 
13 

10 

1 
3 

1 

11 

1) 

1 

9 

6 

2 
] 

6 

2 

5 

2 
2 
7 

1 

17 

4 

7 
1 

12 

18 

2 

1 
17 

1 

8 

11 

1 
2 

7 

I 
1 
5 

• 
4 

3 

1 

228 

22 

8 

107 

13 

7 
1 

69 
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Causbs  of  Death  in  thb  sbtbkal  Counties — Continued, 


DISEASES. 

5 

1 

1 

1 

s 

1 

i 

e 

1 

CD 

X 

1 

e 
s 
I 

1 

z 

■3 

OQ 

> 

X. 

z 

1 

2 

z 

L 

Si 

1= 

1 

64 

65 
6i> 

67 
68 
6U 

70 

Worms, ...       - 

Organs,  &e.,  Disease  of, 

Pancreas,  Disease  of. 

Hepatitis, 

Jaundice,        -        -        - 

Liver,  Disease  of,    - 

Spleen,  Disease  of,  - 

TotAls, 

7.  DlSSASVS  OP  THK  UaI- 

ifAar  OaoANs. 
Diabetes,        «        .       . 
Cystitis, 

Gravel,   -        -        -        - 
Nephritis,        -        -        - 
Kidneys,  &c.,  Disease  of, 

Totals,        -        .        . 

8.  Diseases  of  the  Or- 
gans  OP   GEirSRATIOlf. 

Childbirth,      - 
Puerperal  Pever,     - 
Paramenia,      -        .        . 
Origans,  die.  Disease  of, 

Totals, 

9.  Diseases  op  the  Or 

OANS   OP    LoCOMOTIOlf. 

Rheumatism,  -        .        - 
Joints,  &c..  Disease  of,  - 
Hip,  Disease  of,      - 
Spine,  Disease  of,  - 

ToUls,        -        .        - 

10.  Diseases  op  tbb  Iif 

TRttirMBITTART  StBTEM. 

Fistula,  -        -        -        . 

Ulcers,    .        -        .        . 

Purpura, 

Skin,  &c.,  Disease  of,     - 

Totals, 

11.  Of  Old  Aae,    - 

- 

1 
1 

7 
5 

2 
3 

11 

9 

6 
19 

1 

2 

1 
2 

1 

5 

2 
5 

2 
11 

5 

4 

* 

3 

* 

3 

1 
1 

3 
2 

6 
39 

18 
57 

71 
7-i 
73 
74 
75 

1 

47 

2 
3 
2 

45 

4 
1 

83 

3 

1 
1 
8 

6 

1 
1 

2 

2 

It) 
3 

13 
1 

1 

3<> 

2 

1 
2 

47 

1 
1 
2 

1 

10 

If. 

1 

349 

14 

3 

15 

1 
24 

76 
77 
78 
79 

- 

7 

s 

11 

18 
7 

13 

6 
9 

4 

7 
2 

3 

8 

3 

3 
3 

2 

2 
2 

1 

5 

5 
3 

• 

5 

4 
3 

2 
1 

1 

2 

4 

4 

67 

69 
33 

'a 

80 
81 
8-^ 
83 

V 

12 

4 

4 

1 
2 

3 

80 

25 

4 

1 
1 
9 

15 

1 

1 
117 

15 

2 

2 
7 

n 

4 

1 
5 

121 

9 

2 

1 

1 
2 

6 

1 
2 

5 

8 
3 

7 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2:» 

104 

15 

1 

4 

30 

84 
85 
8« 
87 

88 

4 
47 

3 
2i) 

3 
27 

3-2 

4 
1 

44 

3 
5.3 

37 

.13 

SO 

7 
3 

1 

10 
633 
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Causes  op  Death  in  the  several  Counties — Continued. 

DISEASES. 

& 

i 

S 

1 

s 

i 

"S. 

§ 

s 

1 

« 

1 

i 

^ 

i 
1 

k 

s 

1 

S 

z 

■§ 

52 

1 

13.  Of  Extsriial 

Caubxb. 

89 

BunM  and  Scalds,     - 

. 

. 

5 

5 

2     2 

1 

. 

2 

7 

. 

3 

. 

27 

90 

Casualties,   .     - 

. 

25 

27 

28 

7,    7 

3 

4 

12 

18 

1 

2 

4 

138 

91 

Drowned,  -        -        - 

. 

17 

28 

10 

5'    8 

4 

3 

9 

6 

2 

8 

. 

100 

92 

Fractures, 

. 

. 

I 

2 

. 

. 

- 

1 

. 

. 

. 

- 

. 

4 

93 

Intemperance,   - 

. 

4 

8 

4 

- 

4 

- 

- 

2 

4 

- 

1 

• 

27 

94 

Poisoned, 

. 

- 

1 

• 

2,    1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

. 

. 

• 

7 

95 

Suffocation, 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

96 

Suicide,    -        •        - 

. 

4 

10 

8 

1     3 

- 

2 

5 

2 

• 

2 

1 

38 

97 

Homicide, 
Totals,  - 

- 

- 

1 

- 

-     - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

- 

50 

83 

59 

17 

85 

8 

11 

31 

38 

3 

17 

5 

347 

96 

13.  Caubkb  iroT  spBCi- 

FI«D, 

47 

98 

220 

187 

67 

88 

60 

25 

211 

167 

34 

40 

11 

1249 

99 

14.  Stiixboait,  - 
Totals,  - 

4 

110 

37 

36 

10 

4 

8 

. 

6 

15 

17 

- 

3 

3 

14S 

1743 

25462052 

442654 

375 

282 

1124968 

:m 

410 

241 

11^ 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


NOTES.  45 


NOTES  TO  THE  ABSTRACTS  OF  DISEASES. 

It  has  been  considered  desirable  to  insiitate^  as  ftur  as  we  can  from  the  retoms, 
a  comparison  of  the  prevalence  of  particular  diseases,  in  the  same  districts,  for- 
different  years.  Boston  having  made  no  returns  of  deaths  for  the  last  five  yeavSy 
the  county  of  Suffolk  is  excluded  in  the  several  abstracts  of  deaths. 

In  the  Tables  for  1848,  the  Alphabetical  Abstract  contains  the  names  of  the 
diseases  generally,  as  they  appear  in  the  returns.  In  the  ClasMified  Abstract, 
they  are  arranged  after  the  plan  of  the  Registrar  General  of  Births,  Marriages 
and  Deaths  in  England,  with  some  alterations,  which  circumstances  in  this  coun- 
try seemed  to  dictate.  They  are  numbered  for  the  purpose  of  convenient  refer* 
ence,  and  each  class  is  arranged  alphabetically.  The  numbera  in  parentheses,  in 
the  following  notes,  are  references  to  the  heads,  under  which  diseases  are  arranged 
in  the  Classified  Abstract.  Those  who  may  wish  for  a  more  particular  sub- 
division of  the  diseases  for  1848,  or  the  age,  or  month  of  the  year  in  which  they 
occurred,  may  consult  the  Alphabetical  Abstract 

Zimotie  Dma$e8, — ^Under  Fever  Remittent  (8)  are  included  2  cases  of  Yellow 
Fever.  Under  Fever  Typhus  (9)  are  included  340  cases  of  Fever.  6  of 
Parotitis,  ira  of  Brain  Fever,  167  of  Ship  Fever,  3  of  Inflammatory  Fever, 
9  of  Congestive  Fever,  and  1  of  Gastric  Fever.  Under  Small  Pox  (14)  are 
included  2  cases  of  Chicken  Pox.  Under  Scarlatina,  are  included  18  cases  of 
Throat  Distemper. 

DUeaitM  of  Gmerd  vr  Uncertain  Sleol.— Under  Atrophy  (18)  are  40  cases  of 

Marasmus.  Under  Hemorrhage,  are  included  3  cases  of  Hemoptysis,  2  of 
Piles,  3  of  Heroatemesis,  and  2  of  Black  Vomit  Under  Mortification,  are 
included  75  cases  of  Canker,  and  68  of  Canker  Rash.  Under  Sudden  Deaths, 
are  included  3  cases  of  Drinking  Cold  Water,  and  3  Found  Dead. 

Diseoieg  of  (he  JVervotis  Syskm, — Under  Brain,  &c..  Disease  of  (41)  sre  in- 
cluded 47  cases  of  Inflammation  of  the  Brain,  5  of  Neuralgia,  and  11  of  Con- 
gestion of  the  Brain. 

Diaeatea  qf  the  RtapinUory  OrgoM, — Under  Hydrothorax  (45)  are  15  cases  of 
Dropsy  of  the  Chest.  Under  Pneumonia,  are  included  62  cases  of  Inflammation 
of  the  Lungs,  and  11  of  Congestion  of  the  Lungs. 

Dintuea  of  ihe  Organs  qfCircuktiion. — Under  Heart,  &c.,  Disease  of  (53)  are 
included  1  case  of  Angina  Pectoris,  and  14  of  Anemia. 

Dlteaaea  of  tht  Digtitive  Organs. — Under  Enteritis  (57)  are  included  87  cases 
of  Inflammation  of  the  Bowels,  and  16  of  Bilious  Fever.  Under  Organs,  die, 
Disease  of  (65)  are  included  31  cases  of  Disease  of  the  Bowels,  and  8  of  Disease 
of  the  Stomach. 

Distases  of  the  Urinary  Organs.— Under  Kidneys,  dtc.  Disease  of  (75)  are  in- 
cluded 8  cases  of  Strangury,  and  2  of  Disease  of  the  Urinary  Organs. 
7 
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DiieoHM  qf  the  Organsqf  GefieraKbfi.^Under  OrgUM,  dtc,  Diaease of  (79)  an 
included  3  cuat  of  Disease  of  the  Ovariaa. 

Dimmi  of  the  Organs  qf  Locomotion.— -JJndet  Jointa,  A^  Diaeaae  of  (81)  m 
1  case  of  Diaeaae  of  the  Bonea. 

D'maou  qf  tkt  Initgumeniary  %«lem.— Uoder  Skin,  Diaeaae  of  (87)  ta  1  caaa 
of  Paoriaaia. 

Of  ExUmtd  Cotijet.— Under  Caaoalty,  are  incladed  1  caae  of  StraDgled,  4 
of  Sun  Struck,  and  1  of  Killed  by  Lightning.  Under  Drowned,  are  included 
8  eaaea  Drowned  at  Sea. 
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Table  HE.    3.  Abstbact  of  Returns  op  Causes  op  Deaths, 
in  the  years  1846,  1847,  and  1848. 


To  10,000  Deaths  by  aO 

SpeciSed  Caoses,  tbere 

C^niBB  OF  DSATB. 

1846. 

1847. 

1848. 

wereii 

1 

1846. 

1847. 

1848. 

AllCaosef,       .        .        •        . 

9911 

10^6 

11^ 

Specified  Causesy 

8741 

10^17 

9954 

10,000 

10,000 

10,000 

1 

Zimotic  Diseases,  or  Epidemic,  En- 

demic, and  Contagious  Diseases, 

9191 

JS^ 

3491 

9437 

9890 

8437 

Spokadic  Dibkabbs. 

3 

Of  Uncertain  or  General  Seat,    . 

1730 

1389 

966 

1979 

1339 

971 

8 

Of  the  Nervous  System,     . 

7«l 

930 

859 

880 

901 

856 

4 

Of  the  Respiratory  Organs, 

9447 

3049 

9937 

9799 

9949 

3951 

5 

Of  the  Organs  of  Circulation,      . 

151 

907 

998 

179 

901 

999 

6 

Of  the  Digesti?e  Organs,    . 

Of  the  Unnary  Organs, 

Of  the  Organs  of  Generation,      . 

398 

393 

349 

375 

381 

350 

7 

36 

48 

57 

41 

47 

57 

8 

80 

107 

104 

99 

104 

104 

9 

Of  the  Organs  of  Locomotion,    . 

39 

54 

50 

45 

59 

50 

10 

10 

90 

10 

19 

19 

10 

11 

Of  Old  Age,     .        .        .        . 

688 

733 

633 

787 

711 

636 

13 

Of  External  Causes,  . 
Totals,          .        •        •        • 

349 

419 

347 

391 

406 

349 

8741 

10,317 

9954 

10,000 

10,000 

10,000 

1 

1. 
Cholera, 

40 

99 

46 

46 

89 

46 

3 

Cholera  Infkntumy 

958 

994 

179 

994 

317 

173 

8 

Croup, 

918 

977 

965 

950 

367 

4 

Diarrhcea,         •         •        •        • 

55 

971 

945 

63 

346 

5 

Dysentery, 

199 

410 

1074 

140 

3^ 

1079 

6 

Erysipelas,        •         .         •         • 

84 

53 

60 

96 

51 

60 

7 

Fever  Intermittent,     • 

5 

9 

3 

6 

3 

3 

8 

^    Remittent, 

19 

6 

9 

14 

6 

9 

9 

"    Typhus,  .         .         .         . 

614 

944 

1909 

703 

915 

1908 

10 

Hooping  Cough, 

100 

104 

77 

114 

101 

77 

11 

Influenza,          •         •         .         . 

16 

.    98 

37 

18 

37 

37 

19 

Measles, 

46 

136 

43 

53 

133 

43 

13 

Scarlatina,        •         •         •         • 

516 

418 

176 

590 

405 

177 

14 

Small  Poz,        •         •         .         • 

39 

19 

91 

37 

13 

31 

15 

Syphilis, 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

16 

Thrush, 

Totals, 

9 

4 

• 

3 

4 

• 

9191 

9969 

3491 

3497 

3890 

3437 

17 

3. 

Abscess,  •        •        •        •        • 

13 

10 

14 

15 

10 

14 

18 

Atrophy, 

13 

38 

40 

15 

37 

40 

19 

Cancer, 

113 

118 

114 

199 

114 

IIS 

90 

Debiliqrt 

13 

87 

99 

15 

36 

S9 
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Causbs  of  Deaths — Continued. 


Caussi  op  Dsath. 


1846. 


1847. 


1848. 


To  10.000  Deaths  by  all 
Bpeeified  Canscs,  there 


1846. 


1847. 


1848. 


21 
22 
S3 
24 
25 
26 
27 
26 
29 


di 

32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 


42 
43 
44 
45 

46 
47 

48 
49 
50 


SI 
53 
53 


54 

55 

56 


Dropsy,  . 
Gout, 

Hemorrha^  • 
Iilfantile  DiseaseB, 
Inflammatioii,  • 
Malforinalion,  . 
Mortification,  • 
Scrofula,  • 
Sudden  Deaths, 
Tumor,    • 


Totals, 


Apoplexy, 

CepbalitM, 

Chorea,    . 

Convulsions, 

Delirium  Tremens,     . 

Epilepsy, . 

Hydrocephalus, 

Insanity,  • 

Paralysis, 

Tetanus,  • 

Brain,  dtc^  Disease  o^ 


Totals,, 


Asthma,  • 

Bronchitis, 

CoosumptioB,     . 

Hydrotbonuc,     . 

Laryngitis, 

Pleurisy,  • 

Pneumonia, 

Qruiney,    • 

Lungs,  &c.,  Disease  of. 

Totals,  • 


Aneurism, 

Pericarditis, 

Heart,  &C.,  Disease  d*. 


Totals,. 


Ascites,  • 
Colic,  • 
Dyspepsia, 


6. 


235 
5 

30 

1187 

31 

4 

24 
31 
19 
12 


277 

3 

25 

708 
27 
8 
44 
41 
27 
19 


250 

40 
183 

31 

5 

186 

27 

24 


6 

34 

1358 

35 

5 
27 
35 
22 
14 


3 

24 

686 

26 

8 
43 
40 
26 
18 


1730 


38 

2 

146 

17 

13 

231 

9 

177 

3 

64 


1382 


90 

54 

2 

237 
24 
14 

233 
24 

164 

9 

79 


78 

1 

245 

21 

6 

197 

35 

138 

13 

118 


1979 


79 
44 

2 

167 

19 

15 

264 

10 

203 

8 

74 


1339 


87 

52 

2 

230 
23 
13 

226 
23 

159 

9 

77 


769 


6 

12 

2104 

18 

1 

33 

235 

9 

29 


930 


12 

19 

2397 

16 

5 

47 

501 

14 

31 


9 

22 

2387 

15 

3 

37 

432 

6 

26 


860 


7 
14 

2407 

20 

1 

38 

269 

10 


901 


12 

18 


15 
5 

46 

486 
13 
30 


2447 


3 

1 
147 


3042 


3 
2 

202 


2937 


3 
225 


2799 


4 

1 
167 


2949 


2 

196 


151 


207 


228 


172 


201 


252 

40 

184 

31 

5 

187 

27 

24 

28 


971 


78 

1 
246 

6 

198 
35 

139 
13 

119 


656 


9 

23 

2390 

15 

8 

37 

431 

6 

26 


2951 


8 

226 


12 
8 


16 
12 


22 

8 


14 
9 


15 
12 
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To  10,000  DeaUis  by  aU 

0aVBS8  or  DSATH. 

1846. 

1847. 

1848. 

Specified  Causes,  thera 
werefai 

1846. 

1847. 

1848. 

57 

EnteritiB,          .        .        .        . 

132 

118 

107 

151 

114 

108 

58 

Gastritis, 

4 

19 

13 

4 

18 

13 

59 

Hernia, 

9 

12 

7 

10 

12 

7 

60 

Intussusception, 

5 

2 

1 

6 

2 

i 

61 

Peritonitis,        .        .         .        . 

5 

7 

2 

6 

7 

2 

62 

Teething,          .         .         .         . 

80 

61 

69 

34 

60 

69 

63 

Ulceration,        .        .        .        . 

64 

Worms, 

7 

14 

6 

8 

13 

6 

65 

Organs,  &c^  Disease  of,     . 

53 

45 

39 

61 

44 

89 

66 

Pancreas,  Disease  ot, 

67 

Hepatitis,          .        .        .        . 

68 

Jaundice,           .         .         .         . 

14 

24 

18 

16 

23 

18 

69 

Liver,  Disease  of,       .         ,        . 

49 

63 

57 

56 

61 

57 

70 

Spleen,  Disease  of,    . 
Totals, 

. 

• 

• 

338 

393 

349 

375 

381 

350 

71 

7. 
Diabetes, 

15 

16 

14 

17 

15 

14 

72 

Cystitis, 

3 

4 

3 

3 

4 

3 

73 

Gravel, 

9 

10 

15 

10 

10 

15 

74 

Nephritis,         •        •        .        . 

• 

5 

1 

5 

1 

75 

Kidneys,  Disease  of,  • 
Totals, 

9 

13 

24 

11 

13 

24 

36 

48 

57 

41 

47 

57 

76 

8. 
Childbirth,         .        .        .        . 

45 

69 

69 

52 

67 

69 

77 

Puerperal  Pever, 

30 

25 

83 

34 

24 

33 

78 

Paramenia,        •         .         •         . 

79 

Organs,  &e.,  Disease  of,     • 
Totals, 

8 

13 

2 

6 

13 

2 

80 

107 

104 

92 

104 

104 

80 

9. 
Rheomatism,     •        •        •        . 

13 

21 

15 

15 

20 

15 

81 

Joints,  &c.,  Di8eafle*of, 

a 

5 

1 

2 

5 

1 

82 

Hip,  Disease  of. 

3 

8 

4 

3 

8 

4 

83 

Spine,  Disease  of, 
Totals, 

31 

20 

30 

25 

19 

30 

39 

54 

50 

45 

52 

50 

10. 

84 

Fistula, 

• 

1 

• 

1 

85 

Ulcers, 

9 

11 

7 

11 

10 

7 

86 

Purpura, 

4 

2 

4 

2 

87 

Skin,  &c.,  Disease  of, 
Totals, 

1 

4 

1 

1 

4 

1 

10 

20 

10 

12 

19 

10 

11. 

88 

Old  Age, 

688 

733 

633 

787 

711 

636 
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Causes  of  Deaths — Continued. 


Causes  of  Dkath. 


1846. 


1847. 


1848. 


To  10,000  Deaths  br  all 
Specified  Cautet,  Uiero 


1846.      1847.       1848. 


90 

91 

92 

93 

94 

95 

96 

97 

98 

99 

100 

101 

102 

103 

104 

105 

106 

107 


108 
109 


12. 

Baros  and  Scalds, 

Casualties, 

Drinking  Cold  Water, 

Drowned, 

Executed, 

Fractures, 

Frozen,     •         •         • 

Glanders, 

Hydrophobia,     . 

Homicide,         •         • 

Intemperance,   •         • 

Lightning,         •         • 

Malpractice,      • 

Necusia,  • 

Poisoned,  •         • 

Starvation, 

Suffocation, 

Suicide,    . 

Wounds,  • 


Totals, . 


13. 
Causes  not  specified, 

14. 

Stillborn, . 


36 
131 

115 


27 

129 

4 

178 


27 
138 

100 


41 
150 

131 


19 


2 
30 

1 


27 


5 
31 


4 
38 


6 
35 


342 
470 
109 


419 
499 
149 


347 

1249 

143 


391 
538 
125 


26 

125 

4 

172 


2 

29 

1 


85 


406 
484 
144 


27 
139 

101 


2 
27 


4 
38 


349 

1255 

144 


NOTE. 


The  number  of  the  Mlhom^  in  1848,  is  stated  above  to  be  143,  while,  in  the 
table  on  the  next  page,  it  is  25.  The  cause  of  this  disagreement  is,  that  the  first 
number  (143)  was  abstracted  from  the  returns  of  the  deaths ;  and  the  second  (25) 
from  the  returns  of  the  births.  The  stillborn  should  always  be  fully  reported, 
both  among  the  births  and  deaths ;  but,  having  never  lived  as  separate,  inde- 
pendent persons,  they  should  be  excluded  in  numbering  the  deaths.  This  has 
been  done  in  all  the  calculations  in  these  tables,  and  a  further  deduction  of  1249, 
for  causes  not  specified,  leaving  9954  as  the  number  of  deaths  for  specified 
and  this  was  the  basis  of  the  calculations. 
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Table  III.    4.  Stillbobn  Cases. 


COUNTIES. 

MoDlh. 

1   i 

Worcester. 
Hampshire. 

I 
1 

1     ' 

1 J 

III 

i! 

1 

1 

1 

Total. 

M.y, 

June, 

July, 

Aognst, 

September, 

October, 

November, 

December, 

Janaaiy, 

Febmaiy, 

March, 

April. 

Month  not 
Stated, 

Male, 

Female, 

Not  stated,    . 

Male, 

Female, 

Not  stated,    . 

Male, 

Female, 

Not  stated,     2 

Male, 

Female, 

Not  stated,   . 

Male, 

Female, 

Not  stated,     1 

Male, 

Female, 

Not  stated,    . 

Male, 

Female, 

Not  Stated,   . 

Male, 

Female, 

Not  stated,    . 

Male, 

Female, 

Not  stated,     1 

Male, 

Female, 

Not  Stated,     ] 

Male, 

Female, 

Not  stated,   . 

Male, 

Female, 

Not  stated,   . 

1 

1  !    ! 

i  'i  ! 
!    !    'i 

!    !     1 
1  !    "i 

!    !     1 

I  !    ! 
.    .     1 

*1 

!    *i  ! 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 
4 

» 

1 

1 
I 
2 

1 

1 
2 

2 

1 
2 

1 

1 

1 

Total, 

Male. 

Female, 

Not  stated.     6 

4     1     3 
1    .       1 
.      .       8 

1      . 

4    . 

'i  ; 

1 

8 
9 

8 

Grand  total, 

6 

5     1     5 

• 

5   , 

1  . 

1 

1 

• 

• 

25 
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Table  IV.    Facts  illustrating  the  Influence  of 
Occupation  on  LoNOEvrry, 

Showing  the  number,  and  the  aggregate  and  average  ages  of  tn- 
dividuala  differently  employed^  abstracted  from  the  returns. 

[NoTX.    No  person  undtr  SO  yean  of  age  is  incladtd  in  this  abstiacU    It  is  sopposed  that 
occupations  havo  no  particular,  influeaea  before  tliat  time.] 


OCCUPATIONS. 


Artists, 
Cler^meoy 
Editors,  • 
Lawyers,  . 
Physicians, 
Profesaors, 
Scholars)  • 
Teachers, 
Music  iaofl, 

Total,    . 


Booksellers, 
Brokers,    • 
Gentlemen, 
Merchants, 
Traders,    • 


Total, 


Fsnners,  • 


Clerks, 

Public  Officers,  . 
Enirineers, 
Innkeepers, 
Staj^e  Drivers,  • 
Drovers,  .  • 
Wharfingrers,  • 
Baggage  Masters, 


Total, 


Bakers, 

Barbers,    • 
Blacksmiths, 


1846. 


54 


2 
10 
42 
27 


81 


645 


34 


43 


897 

45 

472 

1000 

21 
412 


2847 


108 

662 

2313 

1213 


4296 


518 

831 

62 

355 

105 


1^ 


64.07i 
45.00 
59.00 
47.64. 

21.00 
45.78 


52.72 


54.00 
6a20 
55.07 
44.92 


53.04 


61.64 


37.00 
47.29 
31.00 
.')0.7I 
35.00 


25 


1396 


194 

142 

2197 


1847. 


74 


102 


«79 


25.00 


41.06 


38.80 
47.;« 
51.09 


4W 


61 


48 
1045 

593 

nil 

120 
163 

546 
159 


3785 


937 
2583 
1498 


5018 


45»241 


630 

392 

94 

159 


1890 


425 
43 

8387 


54 


24.00 
6L47 

65.89 
52.90 
60.00 
2:).29 
45..'>0 
39.75 


5L15 


72.08 
4ai3 
4Su39 


49.20 


66163  739 


35.00 
6.S.:):) 
3L3:S 
51.25 
53.00 


45.00 


53.12 
43.00 
55.52 


ia4a 


64 


93 


45 


3192 


132 

736 
2tOS 
1753 


4829 


48,345 


449 
564 
118 
242 
3:» 
58 


& 
5j 


58.05 
48.00 
56.20 
60.9a 

2471 
3U.81 
33.00 


165 

85 

2165 


49.87 


44jQa 

6a90 
55.20 
44.94 


51.92 


65.41 


29.93^ 
56.40 
39;i3 
<i0.50 
30.27 
58.00 


38    38.00 


1802    40.04 


33.00 
42JM) 
56.97 
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1846. 

1847. 

184& 

OCCUFATIORB. 

1 

k 

h 

E 

3 

k 

h 

h 

5 

h 

z 

<• 

<" 

z 

<  ■ 

<  " 

z 

<• 

<^ 

Block-roakera,    • 

i2 

132 

66.00 

• 

2 

110 

5,5.00 

Bookbinders, 

1 

41 

41.00 

, 

, 

1 

6(. 

66.00 

Brake  and  Fire  men,  . 

4 

110 

27.50 

• 

2 

54 

27.00 

Brick- makers,     • 

2 

90 

45.00 

*2 

5t 

29,00 

1 

35 

3.5.00 

Brush -makers,    • 

1 

m 

66.00 

• 

, 

, 

1 

73 

73.00 

Butchers,  . 

8 

294 

36.75 

4 

i9i» 

49.75 

4 

187 

4().75 

Cabinet-makers, 

9 

414 

46.00 

14 

•631' 

45.<)3 

13 

6lt. 

47U38 

Card-makers,      • 

3 

138 

46.00 

1 

70 

70.00 

1 

4i» 

49.00 

Carpenters, 

70 

34-26 

48.94 

92 

440! 

48.01 

10'2 

4852 

47.56 

Caulkers  and  Gravers, 

3 

199 

66.^ 

2 

IK. 

58.00 

4 

254 

f)3  50 

Chair-makers,     . 

6 

206 

34.33 

8 

294. 

37.00 

11 

398 

3(i.l8 

Chaisennakers,  • 

2 

140 

70.00 

3 

164 

54.67 

4 

27  J 

67.75 

Cigar-makers,     •    .    • 

1 

20 

20.00 

. 

• 

, 

3 

182 

60.66 

Clock-makers,    . 

• 

• 

1 

43 

43.00 

2 

90 

45.00 

Clothiers, 

2 

95 

47.50 

1 

69 

69.00 

3 

173 

57.66 

Comb-makers,    • 

2 

84 

42.00 

3 

97 

32.33 

2 

105 

52.50 

Confectioners,    • 

, 

• 

, 

1 

24 

24.00 

1 

29 

29.00 

Coopers,    , 

19 

1030 

54.21 

20 

117^ 

58.90 

17 

1027 

60.41 

Coppersmiths,     • 

1 

4i 

42.00 

1 

47 

47.00 

• 

, 

■ 

Curriers  and  Tanners, 

10 

437 

43.70 

12 

570 

48.00 

13 

742 

57.07 

Cutlers,     . 

, 

• 

, 

• 

, 

, 

2 

•  58 

^.00 

Dentists,   . 

2 

86 

43.00 

, 

• 

• 

. 

• 

, 

Distillers^ 

• 

• 

, 

, 

, 

• 

2 

155 

77.50 

Druggists, 

1 

57 

57.00 

3 

144 

4aoo 

2 

90 

45.00 

Dyers, 

3 

no 

36.67 

1 

37 

,37.00 

3 

116 

38.66 

Engravers, 

4 

127 

31.75 

, 

• 

• 

3 

119 

39.66 

Founders,           .     •    • 

1 

25 

25.00 

3 

134 

44.67 

, 

• 

• 

Furnacemen, 

1 

22 

22.00 

4 

255 

6a75 

, 

• 

• 

Glass  Blowers,  . 

, 

, 

,  ■ 

• 

, 

, 

2 

69 

34..50 

Glass  Cutters,     . 

1 

37 

37.00 

, 

• 

• 

3 

135 

4500 

Gunsmiths, 

1 

80 

80.00 

, 

• 

^ 

8 

113 

37.66 

Harness-makers, 

4 

152 

38.00 

5 

•a38 

67.60 

5 

222 

44.44 

Hatters,     . 

10 

55:J 

53.30 

7 

425 

60.72 

3 

217 

72.33 

Inspectors  of  Beef,     . 

1 

4M, 

4aoo 

• 

.- 

, 

• 

• 

• 

Jewellers, 

4 

163 

40  75 

5 

203 

40.60 

5 

248 

49.60 

Leather  dressers, 

5 

245 

49.00 

• 

a 

1 

31 

31.00 

Machinists, 

IG 

503 

31.44 

33 

1234 

37..33 

20 

737 

36.85 

Manufacturers,  • 

6 

253 

42.17 

20 

630 

31.50 

26 

1281 

49.26 

Masons,     . 

20 

990 

49  5a 

15 

7«?7 

52.47 

24 

1025 

42.70 

Mast- makers. 

1 

58 

58.00 

3 

135 

4.5.00 

, 

, 

^ 

Mechanics, 

7 

345 

49..*« 

22 

829 

37.68 

25 

1165 

46.60 

Millers,     . 

5 

363 

.72.f)0 

6 

472 

78.67 

5 

269 

53.80 

Millwrights, 

1 

51 

5i;oo 

3 

153 

51.00 

4 

202 

50.50 

Nailers,     • 

3 

13:2 

44.00 

, 

, 

, 

5 

198 

39.60 

Operatives, 

12 

426 

35.50 

19 

569 

30.00 

20 

555 

27.75 

Organ-builders,  . 

1 

61 

61.00 

, 

• 

, 

. 

. 

, 

Painters,    . 

16 

C44 

40.25 

24 

1115 

46.46 

19 

790 

41, .57 

Paper-makers,    . 

3 

172 

57M 

I 

26 

.26.00 

2 

96 

48.00 

Papersuiners,  • 

1 

28 

28.00 

. 

• 

• 

■ 

, 

• 

Pattern-makers, 

8 

1 

45 

43.00 

. 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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1640. 

1847. 

1848. 

OCCUPATIORfl. 

J 

s 

3 

5 

H 

H 

1 

H 

9 

h 

2 

-<* 

<• 

z 

<• 

<' 

z 

<• 

•«:■ 

Pianoforte-makers, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Pile-drivers, 

1 

54 

54.00 

• 

• 

• 

, 

• 

Pocketbuok-makers,     - 

• 

• 

• 

, 

. 

• 

a 

Pollers,      • 

1 

80 

80.00 

• 

• 

^ 

, 

, 

PowdermakexB, 

3 

97 

32.33 

1 

26 

26.00 

• 

• 

Printers,    . 

4 

130 

32.50 

6 

206 

34.33 

'6 

254 

42.33 

Pump  &  Block  makers. 

2 

164 

8-^.00 

• 

• 

• 

• 

^ 

, 

Rigt^ers,    . 

1 

37 

37.00 

, 

• 

, 

1 

69 

69.00 

Rope-makerSy     • 

7 

426 

60.86 

7 

364 

52.00 

2 

91 

45.50 

Sail-makers,  .     • 

3 

127 

42.33 

1 

74 

74.C0 

^ 

Salt  Manufacturers,     . 

• 

• 

2 

132 

66.00 

1 

'59 

59.00 

Sculptors, 

1 

93 

9aoo 

, 

• 

, 

, 

Sextons,  .. 

,  ■ 

.  , 

, 

, 

« 

8 

173 

57.66 

Shipwrights, 

8 

498 

62.25 

13 

755 

58.04 

12 

634 

52,83 

Shoemakers, 

13:) 

5586 

42.00 

154 

6716 

43.61 

154 

6668 

43.29 

Soap-mbkers,      • 

1 

60 

60.00 

2 

82 

41.00 

1 

66 

66.00 

Stablers,    . 

2 

63 

31.50 

1 

58 

58.00 

, 

, 

, 

Stone-cutters,     . 

16 

688 

43.00 

14 

565 

40.36 

14 

570 

40.71 

Tailors,     . 

5 

272 

54.40 

14 

680 

48.57 

5 

191 

3a20 

Tallow-chandlers, 

1 

64 

64.00 

1 

67 

67.00 

• 

• 

a 

Tinmen,    .         • 

3 

14! 

47.00 

3 

97 

32.33 

3 

83 

27.66 

Trunk- makers,   • 

1 

33 

a-i.oo 

• 

• 

, 

, 

, 

, 

Umbrella-makers, 

1 

43 

43.00 

, 

• 

• 

1 

66 

66.00 

Victuallers, 

• 

• 

. 

2 

97 

48.50 

1 

56 

.56.00 

Weavers,  . 

6 

295 

49.17 

5 

281 

56.20 

6 

285 

47.50 

Well -diggers,     . 

1 

25 

25.00 

, 

, 

• 

, 

• 

• 

Wheelwrights,   . 

6 

242 

40.3:J 

15 

669 

44.60 

18 

815 

45.27 

Whip- makers,    . 

1 

32 

32.00 

1 

30 

36.00 

1 

21 

21.00 

Wood -turners,    . 

, 

• 

, 

■ , 

• 

, 

1 

54 

54.00 

Wool -dyers,       • 

, 

• 

, 

, 

, 

, 

, 

• 

• 

Wool -sorters,     . 

2 

95 

47.50 

• 

• 

• 

3 

125 

41.66 

Total,    • 

538 

24,613 

45.75 

651 

30,241 

46.45 

649 

29.899 

46.06 

Male  Domestics, 

1 

97 

97.00 

3 

154 

51.33 

4 

123 

30.75 

Laborer*,  . 

209 

10,238 

49.00 

259 

12,088 

4a67 

411 

17,962 

43.70 

Teamsters, 

'' 

344 

57.a3 

* 

• 

• 

• 

9 

355 

39.44 

Total,    . 

216 

10,679 

49.44 

262 

12,242 

46.73 

424 

18,440 

4^49 

Fishermen, 

7 

316 

45.14 

69 

2620 

37.97 

14 

712 

50.85 

Freighters, 

2 

&3 

41.50 

, 

, 

, 

1 

45 

45.00 

Pilots, 

2 

133 

6a50 

, 

• 

• 

. 

, 

• 

Seamen,    . 

108 

5266 

48.76 

145 

6590 

45.45 

173 

7421 

42.89 

Total,    / 

119 

5798 

4a72 

214 

9210 

4a04 

188 

8176 

43.50 
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1846. 

1847, 

1848. 

OCCUPATIOirS. 

jj 

i 

P. 

h 

1 

9 

UO 

h 

1 

1^ 

z. 

<  " 

<  * 

z 

•<  * 

<  * 

z 

<  • 

<  " 

Paupere,   . 

36 

2503 

69.53 

21 

i:W6 

66.00 

31 

2024 

65.29 

Insane,     . 

I 

68 

68.00 

26 

1322 

50.85 

1 

56 

56.00 

Total,   . 

87 

2571 

69.48 

47 

2708 

57.62 

32 

2080 

65.00 

Females. 

Domestics, 

5 

153 

30.60 

11 

604 

54.99 

62 

2632 

42.45 

Dress-makers,    . 

8 

239 

29.87 

9 

271 

30.11 

14 

379 

27.07 

Housekeepers,   . 

275 

14,279 

51.92 

371 

19,133 

51.57 

322 

17,357 

53.90 

Ladies,     • 

2 

140 

70.00 

3 

213 

71.00 

1 

64 

64.00 

Midvives, 

1 

92 

92.00 

^ 

• 

, 

, 

Milliners, 

3 

132 

44.00 

4 

132 

33.00 

5 

169 

83.80 

Narses,     • 

4 

208 

52.00 

2 

128 

64.00 

3 

166 

55.33 

Operatives, 

30 

767 

25.57 

43 

1162 

27.02 

53 

1477 

27.86 

Seamstresses,     . 

18 

717 

39.83 

11 

514 

46.73 

4 

185 

46.25 

Shoe-binders,     • 

5 

117 

23.40 

6 

313 

52.17 

3 

180 

60.00 

Straw.-braiders,  . 

3 

134 

44.66 

5 

180 

36.00 

2 

83 

41.50 

Tailoresses, 

17 

658 

38.71 

9 

391 

4a44 

13 

561 

43.15 

Teachers, 

14 

376 

26.86 

14 

405 

28.93 

11 

318 

28.91 

Weavers, 

10 

525 

52.50 

2 

50 

25.00 

7 

231 

33.00 

Total,    . 

395 

18,537 

46.93 

490 

23,496 

47.95 

500 

23,802 

47.64 

RECAPITULATION. 


Professional  men, 

54 

9,847 

52.72 

74      3,785 

51.15 

64 

3,192 

49.87 

Merchants, 

81 

4,296 

53.04 

102      5.018 

49.20 

93 

4,829 

51.92 

Afirricukurists,    . 

679 

45,241 

66.63 

741 

47,5:^8 

64.14 

739 

48,345 

65.41 

Public  Officers,  . 

34 

1,3J)6 

41.06 

42 

1,890 

45.00 

45 

1,802 

40.04 

Mechanics, 

533 

24,613 

45.75 

651 

30,241 

46.45 

649 

29,899 

46.06 

Laborers,  .     .    . 

216 

10,679 

49.44 

262 

12,242 

46.73 

424 

18,440 

43.49 

Seamen,    . 

119 

5,798 

48.72 

214 

9,210 

43.04 

188 

8,178 

43.50 

Paupers,   . 

37 

2,571 

69.48 

47 

2,708 

57.62 

32 

2,080 

65.00 

Females,  . 

395 

18,5371  46.93 

490 

23,496 

47.95 

500,   23,802 

47.64 

Total  &averapres. 

21.53 

11.5,9781  53.87 

•2623 

136,128 

51.80 

2734  140.567 

51.41 
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BIRTflS,  MAKRUGES  AND  DEATHS, 


COMMONWEALTH, 
FROM  MAY  1,  1848,  TO  JAN'Y  1,  1850. 


BY  AMASA  WALKER, 

BKOBBTAXT    OP    THE    COXXOinnULTH. 


BOSTON: 

DUTTON  ft  WENTWORTH,  STATE  PRINTERS, 

MO.  ar,  ooHSBan  mm. 

1861. 
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SECRETARY'S    OFFICE. 

Boston,  Apail  30,  1851. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representa^ves : 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  law,  I  present  the 
Eighth  Registration  Report  of  the  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths, 
as  registered  and  returned  to  this  office  for  the  period  of  twenty 
months,  ending  with  the  31st  of  December,  1849. 

In  entering  upon  the  duties  of  my  office  in  January  last,  I 
found  my  predecessor  had  employed  the  services  of  Dr.  Josiah 
Curtis,  of  this  city,  to  make  out  this  Report  from  the  returns 
received.  By  him,  and  under  his  supervision,  it  has  been  com- 
pleted as  given  in  the  following  pages. 

On  the  2d  of  May,  1849,  the  General  Court  so  modified  the 
Registration  Laws  of  the  Conmionwealth,  that  each  annual  return 
to  the  Secretary  thereafter,  should  comprise  the  twelve  months 
ending  with  Dec.  31,  yearly,  instead  of  the  30th  of  April,  as  be- 
fore. This  act  included  a  special  provision  that  required  the  next 
returns  to  embrace  the  eight  remaining  months  of  1848,  (viz. 
from  May  1,)  and  the  twelve  months  of  1849.  Thus  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  present  report  covers  the  whole  twenty  months,  be- 
ginning with  May  1, 1848,  and  ending  with  Dec.  31, 1849.  This 
is  not  only  a  longer  period  than  is  embraced  in  any  of  the  former 
reports,  but  also  longer  than  will  be  included  in  any  succeeding 
annual  report,  as  contemplated  by  the  present  law. 

Only  eight  towns  neglected  to  make  returns  in  1849.  In  the 
last  report  there  were  twenty-eight.  It  seems,  moreover,  clearly 
manifest,  from  the  fullness  of  the  records  generally,  that  the 
highly  important  subject  of  registration  is  constantly  increasing  in 
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favor  aiid  accuracy,  as  its  valuable  resulting  truths  become  known. 
The  returns  were  so  full  and  complete,  and  the  long  period  cov- 
ered by  this  report  so  unusually  severe  in  mortality,  that  it  was 
deemed  requisite  to  give  some  analyses  on  the  terminal  pages,  in 
order  to  meet  fully  the  intentions  of  the  law. 

The  number  of  different  persons  included  in  the  abstracts  of 
births,  marriages  and  deaths,  during  the  period  of  this  report,  was 
no  less  than  90,810.  Besides  these,  many  were  rejected  from  the 
records,  in  making  the  abstracts,  because  they  did  not  come  with- 
in the  datal  limits,  or  were  found  in  the  returns  of  two  different 
towns — ^having  died  in  one  and  been  buried  in  another.  In  the 
latter  cases,  they  were  received  only,  as  from  the  place  where  the 
death  occurred. 

In  abstracting,  collating,  combining,  and  arranging  in  a  classi- 
fied manner  some  hundred  thousand  persons  who  have  passed  one 
of  the  three  great  epochs  of  human  existence,  there  has  been,  as 
will  be  readily  seen,  no  small  amount  of  labor ;  and  this  has  been 
much  increased  by  commingling  the  records  of  1848  with  those 
of  1849.  To  have  diminished  the  labor  would  have  effected  a 
diminution  in  accuracy,  or  been  at  the  expense  of  some  of  the 
facts  which  it  seemed  the  law  designed  should  be  exhibited. 

Respectfully  submitted,  by 

AMASA  WALKER, 
Secretary  of  the  CommontaecMh. 
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EIGHTH  REGISTRATION  REPORT.        [1848. 


Tabuc  I.    BIRTHS  (eight  months  in)  1848. 

Exhibiting  the  number  of  each  Sex  bom  in  the  several  Counties, 
during  each  of  ihe  differeiU  months  from  May  1  to  Dee.  31, 

1848. 


-. 

Bn. 

Wliok 
No. 

• 

A 

1 

1 

11 

i 

1 

a 
J  J 

1 

1 

! 

1 

1 

M«7, 

Total, 

1345 

"36 

89 

138 

16 

238 

47 

73'  54 

255 

117 

93 

13 

196 

Males, 

713  16 

39 

57 

7 

125 

35 

5l!33 

]50;  65 

39 

7 

99 

Females 

62^2^ 

50 

71 

9 

103 

19 

22,  21 

105 

52 

51 

6 

97 

Unkno'o 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

June, 

Total, 

1411 

53 

73 

160 

18 

231 

51 

71 

53 

274 

150 

84 

31 

173 

Males, 

748 

34 

35 

83 

9 

122 

36 

39  28 

150 

91 

36 

9 

97 

Females 

653 

29 

38 

78 

9 

106 

33 

31124 

124 

57 

46 

13 

74 

Unkno'o 

10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3 

1 

1 

- 

2 

2 

- 

1 

Juljr, 

Total, 

1573 

48 

90 

151 

23 

274 

64 

83  65 

309 

146 

93 

17 

311 

Males, 

811 

34 

41 

73 

14 

151 

33 

40  25 

161 

72 

49 

11 

119 

Females 

750 

34 

48 

79 

8 

121 

31 

43  40 

145 

73 

40 

6 

92 

Unkno'ii 

11 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

3 

1 

3 

- 

- 

Aog, 

Total, 

1735 

76 

93 

158 

31 

267 

53 

80  74 

335 

20O 

93 

18 

358 

Males, 

893 

41 

56 

86 

14 

135 

34 

40  36 

166 

96 

53 

11 

135 

Females 

837 

34 

37 

72 

7 

132 

38 

40  38 

169 

103 

40 

6 

131 

Unkno^o 

6 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-  - 

1 

1 

1 

9 

Sept, 

Total, 

1716 

69 

91 

186 

36 

257 

53 

100  57 

334 

175 

107 

23 

240 

•^T""? 

Males, 

868 

36 

48 

108 

11 

133 

33  51135 

163 

82 

SO 

13 

136 

Females 

841 

33 

43 

78 

15 

124 

28 

49  32 

170 

99 

55 

9 

113 

Unkno'D 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

-  - 

3 

2 

- 

2 

Oct., 

Total, 

1611 

61 

93 

181 

11 

273 

49 

77  63 

304 

170 

70 

19 

341 

^  u*>y 

Males, 

833 

31 

45 

105 

6 

143 

23 

44'  29 

153 

65 

35 

13 

133 

Females 

780 

30 

47 

76 

5 

131 

23 

33  34 

148 

105 

35 

5 

108 

Unkno'o 

9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

4 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Nov^ 

Total, 

1611 

48 

79 

182 

31 

381 

39 

80  63 

303 

187 

103 

34 

303 

Males, 

843 

37 

43 

99 

13  144 

16 

44  38 

153 

S 

49 

9 

115 

Females 

760 

31 

35 

83 

8  137 

22 

36  24 

146 

93 

53 

15 

87 

Unkno'D 

9 

3 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

3 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Dec^ 

Total, 

1549 

50 

96 

187 

26 

347 

44 

79 

59 

399 

170 

89 

14 

189 

^irwvy 

Males, 

833 

35 

52 

100 

13  131 

22 

43 

29 

173 

83 

51 

8 

103 

Females 

708 

35 

44 

87 

13  116 

19 

36 

29 

134 

87 

37 

6 

85 

tlnkno'n 

9 

- 

- 

3 

- 

1 

3 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Total, 

13540 

441 

703 

1333 

1612058 

m 

643 

488 

3413 

1315 

Til 

148 

1709 

Total, 

Males, 

6538 

334 

358 

709 

871083 

191 

3521243 

1366 

647 

361 

80 

927 

Females 

5945 

316 

343 

624 

74:  972 

1932902421131 

663 

357 

65 

776 

Unkno'n 

67 

1 

3 

- 

-    3 

14  1  3  15 

5 

13 

3 

6 
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SuPPLeMENT  TO   TlBLK    I. 

Births — Plurality  Cases  in  1848. 

(Included  in  Table  I,  of  Births.) 


8w. 


Wlioto 
Mo. 


1 


i 


May, 


Jane, 


July, 


Aug., 


Sept, 


Oct, 


Nov., 


A/GCm 


Total, 
Males, 
FemaleB, 

Total, 
Males, 
Females, 

Total, 
Ifales, 
Females, 
Unknown 

Total, 
Males, 
Females, 
Unknown 

Total, 
Males, 
Females, 

Total, 
Males, 
Females, 

Total, 
Males. 
Females, 

Total, 
Males, 
Females, 


16 

7 
9 

18 

11 

7 

34 
24 

8 
2 

22 

16 

4 

2 

14 
7 
7 

14 

8 
6 

20 

8 

12 

20 

8 

12 


Total, 


Total, 
Males, 
Females, 
Unknown 


158 

89 

65 

4 


2     3 


2 


2 


4 
3 


8 
2 


2 
2 


4 
3 

1 

2 
1 

1 

2 
1 
1 

4 
2 
2 


14 

8 
6 


12 
4 

8 


20 

15 

5 
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[184& 


Tabuc  IL    STILL  BORN.     1848. 

Exhibiting  the  nunUter  of  each  Sex  in  the  ae»eral  Counties, 
ing  each  of  the  eight  months  from  May  1  to  Dec  31, 

1848. 


dtif' 


^ 

8tt. 

Wlioto 
No. 

m 

1 

1 

ii 

i 

1 

1 

1 

K 

1 

1 

i 

Sept, 

oc^ 

Dec, 

Femalefl, 
Unknown 

Males, 

Femalei, 

Unknown 

Ifalei, 

Femalei, 

Unknown 

Ifalefl, 

Femalee, 

Unknown 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown 

1 
4 
4 
3 

9 

1 

7 

4 
5 
7 

9 
3 
8 

3 
3 
5 

4 
3 
6 

3 

* 
2 

^ 

* 

1 

1 

* 
1 

1 

i 

3 

1 

2 

a 

3 

1 

3 
1 

1 

2 
2 

2 

1 

'2 

3 

1 
1 

"1 
"1 

"1 

. 

* 

1 

1 

1 

3 

i 

2 

1 
3 

1 
2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 
2 

1 

1 

1 

* 
'2 

\ 

1 

* 

2 

1 

"2 
1 

* 
1 

totol, 

Total, 
Males, 
Females, 
Unknown 

79 
23 
15 
43 

- 

- 

11 

1 

10 

"4 
4 

20 
12 

3 

8 

• 

- 

21   13 
7    - 
6     2 

8l  11 

- 

7 
2 

1 
4 
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Table  III.     BIRTHS.     1849. 

Exhibiting  the  number  of  each  Sex  bom  in  the  several  Counties, 
during  each  of  the  different  months  of  the  y^ar 

1849. 
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EIGHTH  REGISTRATION  REPORT. 
Table  IIL     Bibths — 1849.     Continckd. 


[1849. 


Mfmtht. 

8ez. 

Whole 

• 

1 

1 

85 

1 

i 

4 

1 

1 

, 

1 

^ 

1 

No. 

1 

1 

mS5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

ic 

1 

1 

1 

Oct, 

Total, 

2209 

84 

101 

148 

7 

279 

56  129 

80 

363 

216 

97 

474 

265 

Males, 

1220 

46 

54 

75 

4 

157 

28;  69 

48 

186 

113 

54 

245 

141 

Females 

1057 

38 

47 

71 

3 

120 

25;  60 

32 

169 

103 

40 

226 

123 

Unkno'D 

22 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

8  - 

- 

8 

- 

3 

3 

1 

Nov., 

Total, 

liTO 

57 

77 

159 

10 

246 

41  lOS 

64 

329 

186 

93 

347 

261 

Males, 

1017 

32 

38 

85 

4 

133 

17i  54 

33 

167 

101 

51 

167 

135 

Females 

939 

25 

39 

74 

6 

112 

23  45 

30 

156 

84 

42 

179 

124 

Unknown 

16 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1|   3 

1 

6 

1 

- 

1 

2 

Dec., 

Total, 

2051 

48 

113 

195 

11 

237 

48  132 

46 

345 

202 

92 

326 

256 

Males, 

1031 

30 

69 

100 

6 

105 

27,  69 

23 

172 

105 

47 

152 

132 

Females 

993 

17 

44 

95 

5 

132 

20 

62 

22 

160 

96 

44 

172 

124 

Unkno'n 

21 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

13 

1 

1 

2 

- 

Unkn. 

Total, 

61 

„ 

^ 

. 

2 

14 

^ 

^ 

^ 

18 

1 

11 

15 

Males, 

23 

. 

. 

• 

• 

2 

. 

_ 

. 

9 

1 

. 

5 

6 

Females 

33 

. 

• 

_ 

« 

12 

. 

« 

• 

9 

. 

. 

6'   6 

Unkno'n 

5 

- 

- 

- 

2 

• 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-  j   3 

Total, 

25773 

689 

1157 

2121 

211 

3060 

659 

1359 

786 

4150 

2231 

1202 

5153:2995 

Total, 

Males, 

13329 

.350 

613 

1113 

109 

1591 

342 

686 

445 

2094 

1147 

628 

26301581 

Females 

12273 

338 

543 

1001 

100 

1458 

296 

665 

335 

2004 

1072 

559 

251411388 

Unkno'n 

171 

1 

1 

7 

2 

11 

21 

8 

6 

^ 

12 

15 

9 

26 

Parentaoe — 

American, 

15058 

630 

881 

1172 

206 

2430 

480 

851 

604 

2345 

1121 

946 

1810 

1582 

Foreign, 

6480 

36 

150 

499 

4 

394 

33 

356 

852 

582 

72 

3125 

288 

Not  stated, 

4235 

23 

126 

450 

1 

236 

146 

152 

953 

528 

184 

2181125 

Total, 

25773  689 

1157 

2121 2U 

3060 

65913591786 

4150 

2231 

1202 

51532995 
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SUPPLEMKHT   TO   TaBLE    III. 

Births— Plurality  Cases  in  1849. 

(Ineladed  in  7'able  HI,  of  Births.) 


MonthB. 

8ez. 

Whoto 

1 

1 

^ 

ri 

i 

1 

1 

1 

— ■ 

i 

, 

J 

No. 

1 

& 

1 

1 

1 

1 

j 

§ 

1 

1 

1 

^ 

Jan'y, 

Total, 

15 

« 

4 

« 

. 

2 

„ 

3 

. 

2 

. 

2 

„ 

2 

Males, 

12 

- 

2 

_ 

2 

. 

2 

. 

2 

. 

2 

. 

2 

Females, 

3 

. 

2 

• 

. 

- 

. 

1 

. 

- 

- 

. 

• 

Peb'y, 

Total, 

17 

. 

5 

. 

2 

. 

. 

. 

2 

4 

• 

. 

4 

. 

Males, 

11 

. 

5 

. 

2 

. 

. 

. 

1 

2 

• 

. 

1 

. 

Females, 

6 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

1 

2 

- 

. 

3 

. 

March, 

Total, 

34 

2 

. 

. 

. 

10 

2 

2 

. 

4 

« 

. 

8 

6 

Males, 

ao 

1 

. 

. 

. 

8 

2 

1 

. 

2 

« 

. 

5 

1 

Females, 

14 

1 

. 

. 

. 

2 

. 

1 

. 

2 

. 

. 

3 

5 

April, 

Total, 

24 

2 

4 

6 

. 

. 

4 

. 

• 

2 

2 

. 

4 

. 

Males, 

17 

2 

. 

4 

. 

. 

4 

. 

. 

2 

2 

. 

3 

. 

Females, 

7 

. 

4 

2 

- 

. 

. 

- 

- 

. 

• 

. 

1 

. 

May, 

Total, 

26 

2 

. 

4 

. 

. 

2 

2 

2 

2 

. 

2 

10 

• 

Males, 

17 

2 

• 

3 

. 

« 

2 

2 

2 

2 

. 

1 

3 

. 

Females, 

9 

. 

. 

1 

. 

. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

. 

1 

7 

- 

Jane, 

Total, 

26 

• 

2 

4 

. 

10 

. 

4 

• 

2 

. 

2 

2 

. 

Males, 

18 

• 

2 

2 

• 

8 

. 

2 

• 

1 

. 

1 

2 

. 

Females, 

8 

. 

. 

2 

• 

2 

. 

2 

. 

1 

. 

1 

. 

. 

July, 

Total, 

21 

5 

- 

4 

- 

. 

2 

4 

- 

. 

-■ 

. 

2 

4 

Males, 

11 

2 

. 

4 

. 

. 

. 

2 

• 

. 

. 

. 

3 

Females, 

10 

3 

. 

. 

- 

- 

2 

2 

. 

- 

• 

- 

2 

1 

Aug^ 

Total, 

32 

. 

2 

2 

- 

4 

. 

. 

• 

4 

2 

2 

8 

8 

Males, 

12 

. 

, 

2 

, 

2 

_ 

. 

. 

1 

. 

. 

5 

S 

Females, 

20 

- 

2 

. 

. 

2 

. 

. 

- 

3 

2 

2 

3 

6 

Sept, 

Total, 

36 

2 

2 

4 

. 

4 

4 

8 

4 

4 

. 

. 

2 

S 

Males, 

19 

1 

1 

1 

« 

3 

2;    3 

3 

2 

« 

« 

1 

3 

Females, 

17 

1 

1 

3 

. 

1 

2     5 

1 

2 

" 

. 

1 

. 

Oct, 

Total, 

49 

2 

2 

6 

. 

4 

2I    6 

2 

5 

8 

4 

4 

4 

Males, 

28 

2 

- 

3 

. 

3 

1 

4 

1 

2 

5 

3 

1 

3 

Females, 

21 

. 

2 

3 

. 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

3 

1 

3 

1 

Nov., 

Total, 

18 

2 

. 

6 

. 

2 

_ 

2 

. 

. 

. 

. 

6 

. 

Males, 

11 

1 

. 

3 

. 

. 

- 

2 

. 

- 

• 

- 

5 

. 

Females, 

7 

1 

. 

3 

- 

2 

. 

. 

- 

. 

. 

- 

1 

. 

Dec, 

Total, 

18 

2 

. 

- 

. 

. 

- 

2 

. 

4 

m 

2 

4 

4 

Males, 

8 

2 

- 

- 

. 

. 

- 

1 

. 

1 

. 

2 

2 

- 

Females, 

10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

3 

- 

- 

2 

4 

Total, 

316 

19 

21 

3G 

2 

36 

16  33 

10 

33 

^ 

I4 

54 

lo 

Total, 

Males, 

184 

13 

10 

22 

2 

26 

11   19 

7 

17 

7 

9 

28!  13 

Females, 

132 

6 

11 

14 

- 

10 

5   14 

3 

16 

5 

5 

26  17 

Note. — ^Four  cases  of  tr^pldt  occurred  in  the  State  in  1849,  viz.,  one  in  Barn- 
stable County,  and  one  in  Hampden  County,  each  comprising  two  males  and  one 
female.  A  case  also  oecuned  in  Berkshire  County,  and  another  in  Middlesex 
County,  in  each  of  which  all  were  females. 
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Table  IV.     STILL  BORN.     1849. 

Exhibiting  the  number  of  each  Sex  in  the  several  Counties,  dur- 
ing each  month  of  the  year 

1849. 


Montlu. 

Sex. 

Whole 
No. 

1 

"a 

1 

1 

Ik 

1 

i 

i 
1 

i 
t 

1 

1 

& 

1 

i 

1 

Jan»y, 

FeVy, 

March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 

Aug., 

Sept, 

Oct, 

Nov., 

Dec, 

TJnkn. 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown 

Unknown 

3 

4 

28 
4 
6 

28 
3 
1 

33 
5 
2 

40 
5 
5 

21 
7 

29 
5 
4 

27 
2 
4 

27 

10 
4 

23 
3 
3 

16 
4 
1 

23 
8 

12 

30 
7 

i 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 

2 
2 

2 

1 

1 

1 
1 

2 
7 

- 

i 

1 

1 
1 

1 
1 
1 

;, 

'4 

3 

1 

1 
1 
2 

1 

2 

1 

1 
2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 
1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 
1 

2 

1 

1 
3 

1 
1 
2 
2 

1 
1 
1 

"1 

5 

1 
1 
1 
1 
2 

3 

1 
2 

1 

1 

1 
3 

2 

"3 

4 

1 

1 
3 

2 

1 
1 

1 

1 
"2 

23 
25 
28 
33 
18 
24 
17 
23 
17 
15 
21 
24 

"3 

1 
2 
2 
1 
2 

1 

2 
2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 
3 

Total, 

- 

437 

5 

1 

22 

- 

32i    3 

9 

8 

36 

24 

4268 

25 
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Table  Y.     MARRIAGES.     1848. 

Exhibiting  the  Conditions  and  Ages  of  parties  married  during 

the  eight  months  intervening  May  1  and  Dec.  31, 

1848. 


(A.) 

First  marriage  of  both  Parties. 

AGE  OF  WOMEN. 

AGE  of  MEN. 

^ 

s 

8 

8 

8 

2 
3 

a 

s 

18 

3 

4 

s 
8 

s 

3 
8 

i 

tS 

1 

Under  20, 
20  to  25, 
25  to  30, 
80  to  35, 
35  to  40, 
40  to  45, 
45  to  50, 
50  to  55, 
55  to  60, 
60  to  65, 
65  to  70, 
70  to  75, 
75  to  80, 
Over  80, 
Unknown, 

31 
439 
147 

3 

1 

10 

7 

606 

464 

97 

16 

5 

2 

18 

54 

153 

51 

11 

1 

2 

6 

1 
25 
24 

9 

8 
2 

1 

1 

1 

2 
4 

7 
3 
3 

1 

1 
i 

3 

1 
1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

•" 

- 

- 

- 

- 

~ 

2 
27 
17 
5 
1 
1 
1 

321 

40 

1128 

809 

204 

49 

24 

13 

3 

2 

1 

1 

356 

Total, 

6581215 

278 

71 

21 

7 

4 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

^ 

375 

2630 

(B.)    First  marriage  of  the  Male,  but  subsequent  marriage  of  the 

Female. 


Under  20, 
20  to  25, 
25  to  30, 
30  to  35, 
35  to  40, 
40  to  45, 
45  to  50, 
50  to  55, 
55  to  60, 
60  to  65, 
65  to  70, 
70  to  75, 
75  to  80, 
Over  80, 
Unknown, 

1 

1 
3 
2 
1 

1 

1 

5 
4 

1 

1 
1 
2 
2 

1 

2 

1 
2 

1 

2 
1 

2 

1 

1 
1 

- 

- 

- 

1 
1 

7 

4 
14 
13 
4 
3 
5 

3 
1 

7 

Total, 

1 

8 

5     10 

7 

6 

3 

2 

1 

2 

-     - 

- 

j^ 

9 

54 
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Tablb  Y.     Mabbiagcs — 1848.    Comtiiiuxd. 

(C.)    Subsequent  marriage  of  the  Male,  but  first  marriage  of  the 

Female. 


▲OS  or  WOMBT. 

▲QSofMBf. 

1 

It 

B 

B 

s 

4 

3 

B 
9 

A 

a 

B 

B 
B 

B 

B 

1 

p 

1 

Under  20, 
20  to  25, 
25  to  30, 
30  to  35, 
35  to  40, 
40  to  45, 
45  to  50, 
50  to  55, 
55  to  60, 
60  to  65, 
65  to  70, 
70  to  75, 
75  to  80, 
Over  80, 

2 

10 
3 

7 
1 
2 

i 

6 

15 

21 

19 

5 

3 

2 

3 

21 

22 

11 

4 

1 

1 

2 

12 

7 

20 
6 
2 

1 

1 

9 
7 
6 

1 

2 

1 

4 
2 
3 
2 

1 

- 

2 

1 

2 
1 

1 

1 

^ 

" 

- 

- 

1 
1 

4 

1 

28 

10 

30 

58 

65 

53 

26 

7 

7 

4 

3 

3 

1 

33 

Total, 

26 

71 

63 

52 

25 

14 

4 

3 

ll  . 

- 

- 

_:_ 

35 

300 

(D.)    Subsequent  marriages 

of  both  Parties. 

Under  20, 

25  to  30, 
30  to  35, 
35  to  40, 
40  to  45, 
45  to  50, 
50  to  55, 
55  to  60, 
60  to  65, 
65  to  70, 
70  to  75, 
75  to  80, 
Over  80, 
Unknown, 

- 

1 
1 

1 

1 

3 
2 
2 
2 

1 
2 

1 
4 
3 
4 
4 
2 
2 

1 
4 
8 
1 
4 
2 
1 

1 
1 

1 
3 
8 
5 
2 
3 

1 
1 
4 
2 
2 
1 

1 

4 

3 
2 

1 
2 

2 
2 
2 

1 

2 
3 

1 

2 
3 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 

20 

5 

9 

11 

19 

17 

22 

14 

12 

9 

8 

2 

2 

22 

Total, 

- 

4 

12 

20 

23 

22 

12 

12 

7 

6 

6 

2 

- 

^ 

26 

152 
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Table  Y.     Mabbiaoes — 1848.     CoHTimTBD. 
(E.)    Conditions  of  P&rties  not  stated. 


AQM  01  WOICBN. 

AGS  of  MKN. 

1 

It 

s 

s 

8 

4 

s 
9 

9 

8 

s 

s 

8 

s 

84 

S 

8 
s 

8 
1 

1 

1 

1 

Under  20, 
20  to  25, 
25  to  30, 
30  to  35, 
35  to  40, 
40  to  45, 
45  to  50, 
50  to  55, 
55  to  60, 
60  to  65, 
65  to  70, 
70  to  75, 
75  to  80, 
Over  80, 
Unknown, 

i 

11 
3 

2 

41 
35 

6 
6 

1 
1 

1 

3 

14 

5 

5 

1 
3 

1 
9 
4 
3 

1 
1 

1 
1 

? 

1 

1 
1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

5 
3 

1 

1 

666 

5 
74 

64 
25 
16 
8 
5 
2 
1 
5 

3 
1 

670 

45 

1216 

922 

309 

145 

107 

66 

34 

27 

23 

13 

14 

4 

2 

1088 

Total, 

44 

91 

31 

19 

6 

3 

1 

3 

2 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

676 

879 

- 

Grand  total, 

729 

1389 

388 

172 

82 

52 

27 

22 

13 

10 

J 

J 

^ 

j_ 

1121 

- 

4015 

Table  VI.    MARRIAGES.     1848. 

Exhibiting  the  number  solemnized  in  the  several  Counties^  in 
each  month  intervening  May  1  and  December  31,  1848. 


Mbntha. 


Whoto 
Mo. 


i 


May, 
June, 
July,        - 
August,  - 
September, 
October,  - 
November, 
December, 
Unknown, 

Total, 


508 
440 
304 
356 
463 
621 
792 
491 
40 

4015 


13 

14 

3 

5 

15 

11 

39 

47 

1 

^48 


1 

22 
21 

26 
8 


45 
32 
28 
25 
38 
39 
46 
37 
32 


6123 


111322 


68 


134 

95 

2 

681 


24 
16 
12 
6 
12 
15 
19 
20 


37 
32 
30 
25 
42 
62 
66 
29 


94 

113 

55 

88 

96 

120 

174 

95 

4 


47,  24 
39.  34 
32  21 
39  22 


45 
72 
67 
41 


124323 


1638393821227 


99 
60 
33 
55 
75 
86 
118 
65 


591 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


40 


EIGHTH  REGISTRATION  REPORT. 


[1849. 


Table  TIL     MARRIAGES.     1849. 

Exhibiting  (he  Conditions  and  Ages  of  parties  married  during 
the  twelve  months  intervening  Jan.  1  and  Dee.  31, 

1849. 


(A.)     First 

marriage  i 

[)f  both  Parties. 

- 

AGK  OT  WGMBN. 

AGE  of  MBN. 

1 

8 

8 

s 

8 

3 

S8 

4 

2 

9 

s 

s 

8 

S 

jS 

2 
g 

o 

p 

1 

Under  20, 
20  to  25, 
25  to  30, 
30  to  35, 
35  to  40, 
40  te  45, 
45  to  50, 
50  to  55, 
55  to  60, 
60  to  65, 
65  to  70, 
70  to  75i 
75  to  80, 
Over  80, 
Unknown, 

69 

730 

274 

45 

5 

2 

2 

10 

20 

1092 

841 

141 

23 

2 

1 

1 

15 

4 

96 

341 

109 

37 

7 

1 
3 

1 

12 
26 
52 
25 
12 
3 
3 

2 

-3 

1 

13 

6 
6 
8 
3 

3 

4 
1 
7 
2 
2 
1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

; 

- 

■ 

" 

3 

37 

22 

10 

3 

2 

475 

97 

1970 

1508 

374 

100 

38 

16 

11 

1 

1 

505 

Total, 

1137 

2136 

598 

J36 

40 

JO 

1 

- 

1 

_^ 

- 

.     -1 

552; 

4621 

(B.)    First  marriage  of  the  Male,  but  subsequent  marriage  of  the 

Female. 


Under  20, 
90  to  25, 
25  to  30, 
30  to  35, 
85  to  40, 
40  to  45, 
45  to  50, 
50  to  55, 
55  to  60, 
60  to  65, 
65  to  70, 
70  to  75, 
75  to  80, 
Over  80, 
Unknown, 

2 

2 

9 
2 

1 

1 

5 

13 

3 

3 

i 

13 
6 
2 
3 

1 
3 
5 
3 

2 

i 
1 

1 
i 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

." 

1 
1 

9 

16 

35 

24 

17 

6 

5 

4 

1 

10 

Total, 

2 

15 

24 

37 

15 

8 

2 

2 

1 

- 

- 

1 

^ 

11      118 
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Table  TIL     Makriaoes — 1849.     Comtinczd. 

(C.)     Subsequent  marriage  of  the  Male,  but  first  marriage  of  the 

Female. 


AGB  OF  WOMBN. 

AGS  of  MBN. 

1 

at 

a 

}6 

s 

s 

9 

a 

8 

2 

a 
8 

a 
8 

S5 

a 

a 

1 

s 

1 

Under  20, 
20  to  25, 
25  to  30, 
30  to  35, 
35  to  40, 
40  to  45, 
45  to  50, 
50  to  55, 
55  to  60, 
60  to  65, 
65  to  70, 
70  to  75, 
75  to  80, 
Over  80, 
Unknown, 

6 
14 
12 

5 

1 

1 
1 

7 
34 
44 
33 
16 

2 

I 

1 

7 

2 

21 

35 

34 

19 

7 

2 

1 

1 

3 

6 

19 

28 

28 

9 

2 

2 

3 
4 

10 

11 

18 

7 

2 

3 

2 

5 

14 

11 

6 
5 

4 

1 

• 

1 
2 
2 
5 
5 

1 
1 

2 

1 
2 

1 

i 

1 

- 

" 

- 

- 

1 
1 
1 

2 
2 

1 
38 

Id 

79 

117 

117 

9d 

50 

92 

18 

18 

3 

4 

4» 

Total, 

40 

145 

125 

94 

58 

48 

17 

8 

6 

2|  - 

- 

_!_ 

41 

584 

(D.)    Subsequent  marriages  of  both  Parties. 


Under  20, 
20  to  25, 
25  to  30, 
30  to  35, 
35  to  40, 
40  to  45, 
45  to  50, 
50  to  55, 
55  to  60, 
60  to  65, 
65  to  70, 
70  to  75, 
75  to  80, 
Over  80, 
Unknown, 

Total, 


5 

10 
2 
2 
2 

1 


1 
9 
15 
12 
5 
4 
1 


5 
14 
10 

1 
5 
6 


2 
5 
3 
2 


1 
3 
5 
8 
4 
8 
1 


22 


47 


41 


381  14 


25  9 


24 
"27 


9 
24 
35 
33 
91 
2B 
24 
11 
23 
6 
7 

» 
946 
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Table  YII.     Mabriaoes — 1849.     Cortinced. 
(E.)    Conditions  of  Parties  not  stated. 


AGB  OF  WOUBN. 

AOlofXHI. 

1 

s 

8 

a 

8 

s 

8 

4 

a 

9 

a 

8 

8 

8 

8 

S2 

a 

8 

a 

1 

p 

i 

Underdo, 
20  to  25, 
25  to  90, 
90  to  95, 
95  to  40, 
40  to  45, 
45  to  50, 
50  to  55, 
55  to  60, 
60  to  65, 
65  to  70, 
70  to  75, 
75  to  80, 
Over  80, 
Unknown, 

91 

20 

2 

1 

1 

64 

59 

15 

5 

1 

1 

10 

22 

10 

4 

2 

1 

• 

1 
1 
1 
9 
2 
5 
2 

- 

9 

1 
1 

1 

1 
1 

1 

1 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 
9 
1 

1 
2 

1062 

2 

107 

105 

91 

14 

10 

8 

9 

1 

2 

1 
1069 

TotU, 

54  146 

49i     15 

6 

2 

2 

- 

J 

- 

j_ 

j_ 

j_ 

- 

1090 

1967 

(F.) 

Grand  Total  of  all  Conditions  of  Parties. 

Under  20, 
20  to  25, 
25  to  90, 
90  to  95, 
95  to  40, 
40  to  45, 
45  to  50, 
50  to  55, 
55  to  60, 
60  to  65, 
65  to  70, 
70  to  75, 
75  to  80, 
Over  80, 
Unknown, 

69 

769 

908 

59 

10 

4 

2 

1 

11 

21 

1165 

946 

202 

65 

19 

5 

1 

1 

1 

29 

4 
113 
402 
167 

80 

28 

11 

5 

1 

1 

e 

2 

18 
42 
96 
76 
59 
22 
9 
1 

4 

4 

7 

27 

36 
29 
28 
17 
8 
9 

1 

1 

9 

7 

9 

90 

21 

18 

14 

7 

5 

1 

2 

5 
9 
9 
7 

1 
1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

? 

5 

8 

1 

9 
6 
2 
4 
3 

1 

1 

1 
4 
9 

5 

1 
1 

2 

1 
1 

- 

9 

99 

27 

12 

5 

7 

2 

1 
1 

1 

1629 

99 

2109 

1736 

570 

299 

179 

100 

68 

45 

32 

26 

10 

8 

1671 

Total, 

1299 

2449 

818 

329|l60 

116 

96 

95 

19 

9;  7  2 

2 

^ 

1721 

6996 
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Table  YIII.     MARRIAGES.     1849. 

Exhibiting  ike  number  solemnized  in  the  several  Counties,  in 
each  month  intervening  January  1  and  December  31,  1849; 
also,  the  Nativity  of  parties  married. 


MODtbB. 

Ko. 

1 

1 

1 

l| 

1 

1 

1 

i 
1 

j 

1 

1 

1 

T 

January,  - 

603 

35 

9 

42 

6 

83 

13 

61 

12 

99 

47 

33 

77 

86 

February, 

434 

22 

18 

27 

1 

64 

4 

36 

11 

83 

22 

13 

80 

43 

March,  - 

391 

13 

7 

28 

4 

67 

9 

26 

18 

71 

23 

21 

54 

50 

April, 

601 

16 

17 

32 

3 

87 

11 

39 

29 

95 

47 

39 

89 

07 

May,   -   . 

571 

8 

14 

36 

7 

89 

21 

38 

20 

110 

38 

33 

66 

91 

June, 

495 

IS 

12 

36 

3 

76 

12 

23 

21 

76 

45 

31 

81 

64 

July,   .   . 

452 

10 

5 

30 

7 

68 

10 

33 

9 

84 

40 

20 

83 

53 

August,  - 

455 

12 

8 

28 

5 

79 

12 

43 

11 

63 

31 

19 

103 

41 

September, 

605 

12 

11 

33 

7 

76 

16 

48 

21 

95 

45 

32 

136 

73 

October,  - 

637 

22 

22 

26 

8  111 

18 

45 

24 

121 

51 

41 

167 

81 

November, 

969 

53 

15 

30 

6 

164  23 

62  39 

154 

79 

49 

188 

107 

December, 

647 

46 

10 

19 

7 

96,  15 

35  21 

76 

42 

36 

94 

50 

Unknown, 

86 

7 

- 

50 

- 

22,  1 

-  i  - 

5 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Total, 

6936 

271 

148 

417 

64 

1082165 

489236 

1132 

510 

367 

1218 

837 

Nativitt. 

...|... 

American, 

3535 

237 

118 

122 

64 

602144 

162183 

527 

318 

244 

306 

498 

Foreign — 
Bo&partiefly 

844 

2 

8 

3 

^ 

143  1 

130;  7 

117 

61 

4 

357 

11 

Males,.   - 

47 

. 

. 

1 

- 

^  - 

. 

2 

8 

6 

2 

19 

3 

Females, 

41 

. 

1 

. 

. 

9  . 

1 

. 

. 

4 

4 

20 

3 

Unknown, 

2479 

32 

21 

391 

- 

322  20 

196  441  480 

121113 

516  323 
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Table  XI.     DEATHS.     1848. 

Exhibiting  the  number  of  eacA  sex  at  different  ages  in  the  several 
Counties,  between  May  1  and  December  31, 

1848. 
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MoBihfl 


Sex. 


Whole 
No. 


i 


Dec., 


Not 
stated 


Total, 

Males, 

Pem. 

Unkn. 

Total, 

Males, 

Feiii. 

Unkn, 


1256  27 
€19  12 
630 


7 
31 
14 
13 

4! 


48 
24 
24 

1 

1 


60 
31 
27 
2 
9 
4 
2 
3 


173 
63 

90 

4 
3 


25 

9 
16 

4 

1 
2 

1 


75 
36 
37 
2 
4 
3 
1 


38 
19 
19 

1 

1 


67 
82 

2 

2 


81 
41 
38 
2 
2 
1 
1 


55 

27 

27 

1 


345  146 


181 

164 


« 


3 

1 
2 


Total, 


Total, 
Males, 
Fern. 
Unkn. 


20,423505695 
10,019,248326 
10,208242364 


1156 

559 

559 

38 


19524504951198 


931177210 
951247272 

7  26  13 


6602979 


600 

586 

12 


326 

328 

6 


1469 
1482 


1427 

692 

722 

13 


86652662531 


404 
4602575 


2683 
5 

8 


1232 
1276 
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Table  XIY.     Dkaths — 1849.     Continukd. 


Ag«. 

Sex. 

Whole 
No. 

) 

1 

1 

11 

i 

1 

1 

1 

j 

1 

1 

1 

^ 

50  to 

Total, 

1098 

26 

34 

72 

13 

143 

22 

82 

34 

148 

82 

46 

248 

148 

60, 

Males, 

581 

12 

14 

34 

7 

78 

10 

45 

17 

73 

44 

29 

149 

69 

Pem. 

517 

14 

20 

38 

6 

65 

12 

37 

17 

75 

38 

17 

99 

79 

60  to 

Total, 

1167 

37 

48 

82 

20 

150 

45 

65 

45 

166 

78 

57 

196 

178 

70, 

Males, 

555 

18 

20 

42 

8 

63 

21 

37 

27 

87 

43 

25 

80 

84 

Fem. 

610 

19 

28 

39 

12 

87 

24 

28 

18 

78 

35 

32 

116 

94 

Unk'n, 

2 

- 

. 

1 

. 

. 

. 

. 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

. 

70  to 

Total, 

1158 

43 

60 

91 

27 

189 

36 

48 

44 

149 

80 

89 

120 

182 

80, 

Males, 

534 

20 

32 

46 

12 

83 

17 

26 

16 

74 

37 

37 

46 

88 

Pem. 

624 

23 

28 

45 

15 

106 

19 

22 

28 

75 

43 

52 

74 

94 

80  to 

Total, 

851 

19 

39 

62 

16 

155 

46 

46 

47 

93 

70 

78 

52 

128 

90, 

Males, 

360 

10 

23 

23 

8 

61 

18 

24 

22 

44 

29 

31 

16 

51 

Pem. 

491 

9 

16 

39 

8 

94 

28 

22 

25 

49 

41 

47 

36 

77 

90  to 

Total, 

180 

6 

14 

12 

3 

26 

7 

5 

8 

24 

14 

10 

15 

36 

100, 

Males, 

65 

2 

8 

6 

. 

4 

3 

5 

3 

7 

5 

3 

5 

14 

Fem. 

115 

4 

6 

6 

3 

22 

4 

• 

5 

17 

9 

7 

10 

22 

Over 

Total, 

13 

. 

1 

1 

. 

2 

1 

• 

1 

1 

1 

. 

2 

3 

100, 

Males, 

8 

. 

1 

. 

. 

1 

1 

. 

1 

1 

. 

. 

1 

3 

Fem. 

5 

. 

. 

1 

. 

1 

. 

. 

. 

. 

1 

. 

1 

1 

Not 

Total, 

298 

12 

21 

26 

8 

41 

25 

20 

13 

27 

20 

21 

23 

36 

Btat'd, 

Males, 

147 

5 

10 

17 

3 

21 

10 

9 

10 

14 

9 

8 

15 

16 

Fem. 

131 

6 

10 

7 

4 

19 

15 

11 

3 

9 

11 

13 

8 

15 

Unk'n, 

15 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

5 

Total, 

Total, 

20,423 

505 

695 

1156 

195 

2450 

495 

1198 

660 

2979 

1427 

866 

5266 

2531 

Males, 

10,019 

248 

326 

559 

93 

1177 

210 

600 

326 

1469 

692 

404 

2683 

1232 

Fem. 

10,208 

242 

364 

559 

95 

1247 

272 

586 

328 

1482 

722 

460 

2575 

1276 

Unk'n, 

196 

15 

5 

38 

7 

26 

13 

12 

6 

28 

13 

2 

8 

23 
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Table  XVIII.     OCCUPATIONS. 

Exhibiting  the  number,  with  their  aggregate  and  average  ages, 
of  persons  having  pursued  different  vocations,  who  have  died 
during  the  twenty  months  between  May  \,  1848,  and  Decent 
ber  31, 1849.     Also,  a  like  statement  for  the  five  previous  years. 

(These  AbttracU  include  onl/  penons  over  20  yean  of  afe.) 


ftn  TiAss. 

FNin  Maj  1, 1848,  to  Dm.  in,  18IS. 

rNmMajl,  1848,  to  Apr.  80.1848. 

ooouPAnom. 

Wliole 
immlwr. 

Am. 

Whote 

Amu. 

AoNfite. 

Aveiag*. 

amvh^- 

Aymn^. 

1.   AeaiCULTUKIBTSy 

1507 

94,021 

62.39 

3467 

223,440 

64.45 

2.  Laborkes, 

1038 

44,951 

4a31 

1245 

58,680 

47.13 

3.  MXCHAKICB. 

Bakera, 

19 

8Q3 

42.26 

28 

1318 

47.07 

Baiben, 

13 

607 

46.69 

11 

530 

48.18 

Baaketmaken,    - 

3 

120 

40.00 

1 

69 

69.00 

Blacksmitha,       - 

99 

4781 

48.29 

218 

11,645 

53.41 

Bookbinden, 

7 

310 

44.28 

3 

136 

45^ 

Biickmakera, 

3 

142 

47.33 

5 

183 

3a60 

Braahmakera,     • 

2 

109 

54.50 

3 

178 

59^ 

Bntchera, 

16 

885 

55.31 

27 

1125 

41.67 

Cabinetmakera,  - 

28 

1253 

44.89 

60 

2810 

46.83 

Calico  Printeia,  - 

2 

86 

43.00 

. 

. 

. 

Cardmaken, 

5 

224 

44.80 

7 

341 

48.71 

Carpentere, 

243 

11,894 

48.94 

419 

20,724 

isjsr 

Carriagemaken, 

13 

537 

41.31 

9 

575 

63JB9 

Caulkers  and  Graven,    - 

12 

775 

64.58 

12 

776 

6tJSr 

Cigannakera, 

4 

182 

45ii0 

10 

398 

39.80 

Clockmakera,     - 

. 

. 

. 

3 

133 

44^ 

Clothiers, 

5 

185 

37.00 

8 

480 

60.00 

CombmakerSi 

2 

83 

41.50 

10 

447 

44.70 

CoDfectionera,    - 

1 

38 

38.00 

3 

104 

34.67 

Coopers, 

43 

uea» 

61.14 

83 

4783 

57.63 

Coppersmiths,     - 

. 

« 

. 

2 

89 

44J0 

. 

• 

. 

3 

82 

37.33 

Dentists, 

5 

159 

31.80 

2 

86 

43.00 

Distillers, 

2 

115 

57.50 

3 

256 

85.33 

6 

309 

51.50 

6 

291 

48.50 

Dyers, 

9 

340 

37.78 

9 

360 

40.00 

Engravers, 

. 

- 

. 

7 

246 

35.14 

Fonndeis, 

4 

220 

55.00 

4 

159 

39.75 

Fnmacemen,      - 

3 

83 

27.67 

10 

487 

48.70 

Glass  Blowers,  - 

2 

71 

35.50 

2 

69 

34J» 

Glass  Cutters,    - 

3 

145 

48.33 

4 

172 

43.00 

Gunsmiths, 

11 

593 

53.91 

5 

223 

44.00 

Hamessmakeis,  - 

21 

845 

40.24 

23 

1156 

SOX 

Hatters, 

17 

822 

48.36 

30 

1798 

59.98 

Jewellers, 

14 

565 

40^ 

23 

946 

43.00 
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Ftn  Tubs. 

mm  M»7 1, 1848,  to  Dm.  81, 1818. 

rrom  Maj  1, 1848,  to  Apr.  80,1848. 

OOOVPATIONB. 

Wlwle 

Aai. 

Whol* 
munlMr. 

A<n. 

Aorasto. 

Atcngi. 

AoiegBto. 

Atcngi. 

Leather  Dreflsen, 

6 

259 

43.17 

14 

671 

47.93 

Machinista, 

58 

2103 

36.26 

88 

3081 

35.01 

Manufactazen,  - 

63 

2696 

42.79 

87 

3646 

41.91 

Masons, 

57 

2602 

45.65 

94 

4587 

48.80 

Mechanics, 

65 

2842 

43.72 

79 

3467 

45.15 

MUlen, 

9 

496 

55.11 

25 

1586 

63.44 

Millwrifffats,       - 
Nailmalere, 

6 

315 

52.50 

9 

432 

48.00 

7 

243 

34.71 

14 

520 

37.14 

Operatives, 

41 

1355 

3a05 

60 

1816 

30^27 

Painters, 

58 

2431 

41.91 

90 

3829 

42.54 

Papennakers, 

11 

545 

49.55 

13 

595 

45.72 

Pianofortemakeis, 

1 

30 

30.00 

1 

24 

24.00 

Potters, 

1 

71 

71.00 

1 

80 

80.00 

Powdennakers,  - 

. 

. 

. 

4 

123 

30.75 

Pomp  and  Blockmakers,  - 

2 

129 

64.50 

8 

535 

66.87 

Printers, 

22 

784 

35.64 

24 

915 

38.12 

Reedmakers, 

1 

32 

32.00 

. 

- 

. 

Riggers, 

5 

276 

55.20 

3 

159 

53.00 

Ronemakers, 
SaUmakera, 

16 

905 

56.56 

23 

1127 

51.23 

9 

505 

56.11 

6 

341 

56.83 

Shipwrights, 

34 

1795 

52.79 

48 

2825 

58J25 

Shoecutters, 

5 

172 

34.40 

. 

. 

. 

Shoemakers, 

326 

14,551 

44.64 

685 

28,961 

^s» 

Silversmiths, 

2 

82 

41.00 

. 

. 

. 

Stevedores, 

2 

125 

62.50 

. 

. 

. 

Stonecutters, 

29 

1178 

40.62 

60 

96S9 

43.82 

Stove  Dealers,    - 

4 

116 

29.00 

. 

_ 

TaUois, 

34 

1468 

43.18 

48 

2277 

47.44 

Tallow  Chandlers, 

1 

44 

44.00 

7 

392 

56.00 

Tanners  and  Cnrrien,    - 

25 

1140 

45.60 

39 

2032 

52.05 

Tinsmiths, 

10 

348 

34.80 

9 

321 

35.67 

Tobacconists,     - 

3 

160 

53.33 

- 

. 

. 

Tninkmakers,     - 

4 

139 

34.75 

. 

. 

. 

Upholsterers,      - 
Weavers, 

1 

64 

64.00 

- 

. 

. 

14 

577 

41.21 

17 

861 

50.65 

Welldiggers,      - 

1 

56 

56.00 

1 

25 

25.00 

Wheelwrights,   - 

24 

1343 

55.96 

57 

2433 

42.93 

Whipmakers,     - 
Wool  Sorteis,     - 

3 

150 

50.00 

3 

89 

29.67 

3 

123 

41.00 

7 

316 

45.14 

WoodTumeiB,  - 

1 

69 

69.00 

3 

144 

48.00 

Total, 

1581 

72,229 

45.62 

2678 

124,014 

46.30 

4.    MXKCHAIITS. 

Booksellers, 

1 

38 

38.00 

6 

221 

36.83 

Clerks, 

53 

1890 

35.68 

69 

2273 

32M 

Grocers, 

14 

679 

4a50 

. 

. 

107 

5434 

50.79 

243 

12,427 

51.14 

Pedlers, 

25 

876 

35.04 

. 

. 

„ 

Traders, 

87 

4083 

46.98 

135 

5973 

UM 

Totals, 

287 

13,000 

45.30 

453 

20,894 

46.13 
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Table  XVIII.     Occopations.     Continobd. 


Twnrri  Momn. 

FiTi  Tbabs. 

From  Msy  1, 1948,  to  Dm.  81, 1M9. 

From  M»7 1, 184S,  to  Apr.  80, 18«8. 

OCCUPATIONS. 

Whole 
nomber. 

Aai. 

Whole 
number. 

Aai. 

AggTBeate. 

JL^vng^ 

A«t«g»te. 

ATezage. 

5.  Paupsrb,     - 

58 

3831 

6a05 

124 

8591 

69i28 

6.  Pkofessional  Men. 

Artists, 

10 

439 

43.90 

2 

48 

24.00 

Civil  Engineers, 

1 

23 

23.00 

10 

337 

33.70 

Clergymen, 

37 

2049 

55.38 

78 

4477 

57.39 

Editors, 

4 

122 

30.50 

2 

93 

46.50 

Lawyers, 

19 

1142 

60.10 

36 

2003 

55.64 

4 

194 

48.50 

5 

192 

38.40 

Physicians, 

45 

2599 

57.76 

105 

5682 

54.12 

Professors, 

. 

- 

- 

4 

195 

48.75 

Students, 

16 

370 

23.12 

32 

718 

22.44 

Teachers, 

14 

501 

35.79 

72 

2694 

37.42 

Total, 

150 

7439 

49.59 

346 

16,439 

47.51 

7.  Public  Mew. 

Baggage  Masters, 
Bank  Officers,    - 

1 

25 

25.00 

2 

63 

31.50 

3 

187 

62.33 

. 

. 

Brakemen, 

4 

119 

29.75 

6 

164 

27.33 

Brokers, 

2 

88 

44.00 

2 

108 

54.00 

Chimney  Sweeps, 

1 

35 

35.00 

. 

- 

- 

Comedians, 

2 

49 

24.50 

. 

. 

_ 

Cooks, 

1 

50 

50.00 

- 

. 

_ 

Drivers, 

5 

244 

48.80 

21 

744 

35.43 

Drovers, 

1 

35 

35.00 

2 

78 

39.00 

Engineers  and  Firemen, 

10 

338 

33.80 

. 

Expressmen, 

1 

46 

46.00 

. 

_ 

» 

Fencing  Masters, 

1 

28 

28.00 

- 

_ 

- 

Ferrymen, 

1 

58 

58.00 

. 

. 

- 

Genueraen, 

29 

1839 

63.41 

55 

3873 

70.42 

Innkeepers, 

34 

1542 

45.35 

37 

1891 

51.11 

Judges  and  Justices, 

3 

195 

65.00 

. 

_ 

. 

Lighthouse  Keepers, 

1 

38 

38.00 

» 

. 

- 

News  Carriers,  - 

1 

28 

28.00 

. 

» 

. 

Pilots, 

4 

295 

73.75 

3 

207 

69.00 

Public  Officers,  - 

6 

345 

57.50 

37 

2136 

57.68 

Railroad  Ag'ts  and  Cond., 

5 

205 

41.00 

. 

- 

Sextons, 

2 

90 

45.00 

4 

234 

58.50 

Sherifis  and  Constables,  - 

4 

229 

57.50 

. 

. 

_ 

Soldiers, 

5 

214 

42.80 

. 

. 

_ 

Stablers, 

12 

458 

38.37 

9 

372 

41.33 

Teamsters, 

34 

1478 

43.47 

30 

1184 

39.60 

Ticket  Masters,  - 

1 

44 

44.00 

. 

- 

- 

Victuallers, 

5 

241 

48.20 

8 

397 

49.62 

Watchmen, 

9 

416 

46.22 

- 

. 

- 

Weighers  and  Gaugers,  - 

1 

67 

67.00 

- 

- 

- 

Total, 

189 

9126 

48.28 

216 

11,451 

53.01 

8.  Seamezi, 

225 

10,505 

46.79 

826 

34,617 

41.91 
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TWSHTT  MORTQB. 

1 

Vmt  Tbau. 

From  May  1, 1848,  to  Dec.  81, 1849. 

From  May  1, 1848,  to  Apr.  80, 1848. 

OCCUPATIONS. 

Whole 
number. 

Whole 
number. 

1   . 

A«giegaiie. 

Areiage. 

9.  Febcales. 

Domestics, 

14 

433 

30.93 

86 

3,855 

44.82 

Dressmakers, 

8 

343 

42.88 

45 

1,304 

28.98 

Housekeepers,    - 

84 

4635 

55.18 

1147 

59,657 

52.01 

Milliners, 

4 

130 

32.50 

17 

597 

35.12 

Nurses, 

1 

28 

28.00 

12 

669 

55.75 

Operatives, 

35 

959 

27.40 

153 

4,285 

28.00 

Seamstresses,     - 

3 

95 

31.67 

42 

1,880 

44.76 

Shoebinders, 

7 

337 

48.14 

14 

610 

43.57 

Strawbraiders,    - 

2 

76 

38.00 

16 

585 

36.56 

Tailoresses, 

7 

283 

40.43 

62 

2^2 

41.16 

Teachers, 

« 

270 

33.75 

39 

1,099 

28.02 

Totals, 

173 

7589 

4a87 

1633 

77,093 

47.23 

RECAPITULATION. 


Agriculturists,    - 
Lja)orer8, 

1507 

94,021 

62.39 

3467 

223,440 

64.45 

1033 

44,951 

43.31 

1245 

58,680 

47.13 

Mechanics, 

1581 

72,229 

45.62 

2678 

124,014 

46.30 

Merchants, 

287 

13,000 

45.30 

453 

20,894 

46.12 

Paupers, 
Professional  men, 

58 

3,831 

66.05 

124 

8,591 

69.28 

150 

7,439 

49.59 

346 

16,439 

47.51 

Public  men, 

189 

9,126 

48.28 

216 

1,451 

53.01 

Seamen, 

225 

10,505 

46.79 

826 

34,617 

41.91 

Total, 

5035 

255,103 

50.67 

9355 

488,126 

52.18 

Females, 

173 

7,589 

43.87 

1633 

77,093 

47.23 

12 
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ANALYTICAL  AND  SUMMARY  OBSERVATIONS. 


The  present  Report  covers  the  twenty  months  commenciDg 
with  May  1, 1848,  and  terminating  with  December  31,  1849,  and 
embraces  an  analysis  of  tkirty-eighi  thousand  three  hundred  and 
thirteen  Births  ;  ten  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifly-ane  Mar- 
riages ;  cmd  thirty  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninetyfive  Deaths. 

It  will  be  observed,  also,  that  it  embraces  a  very  important  pe- 
riod in  a  sanitary  view.  During  the  time,  the  Conmionwealth 
has  been  visited  by  that  terrible  naalady,^  the  Asiatic  Cholera,  and 
also  by  other  severe  epidemics,  whose  fatal  ravages  have  swelled 
the  bills  of  mortality  to  an  unprecedented  degree  in  the  history 
of  our  State  Registration.  Besides  malignant  epidemics,  the  or- 
dinary diseases,  which  in  the  aggregate  so  much  exceed  the  ex- 
traordiuajry,  in  fatality,  b^ye  pressed  with  severe  force  upon  our 
citizens,  of  late.  Pulmonary  consumption  particularly,  whose  ap- 
proach is  so  insidious  as  to  be  scarcely  noticed,  and  whose  selec- 
tion of  its  victims  indicates  a  preference  for  the  fairest  and  most 
delicate  of  our  population,  t^as  iacrease^  and  maintained  its  rank 
as  the  most  fatal  amoQg  all  the  agents  ef  death.  This  disease 
sent  to  the  grave  ten  of  our  citizens  on  each  day  during  the  year 
1849. 

Former  Reports  inform  us  that  the  annual  average  number  of 
deaths,  registered  in  the  State  during  the  last  five  years,  was  9438, 
while  during  the  eight  months  of  1848,  forming  a  period  of  this 
Report,  the  number  was  9735,  and  the  twelve  months  of  1849 
exhibit  the  large  number  of  20,860.  Jn  this  comparison,  due  con- 
pideration  should  be  given  to  the  important  facts,  that  in  1849, 
the  city  of  Boston  was  for  the  first  time  represented  among  the 
places  that  made  returns  to  this  office,  and  that  in  nearly  all  the 
cities  and  towns  in  the  Commonwealth,  an  improvement  in  accu- 
racy and  completeness  of  return  has  been  pontinually  going  on ; 
as  well  as  that  the  last  two  years  have  comprised  a  period  of 
greater  severity  in  sickness  and  death.     Oqr  Sfatp  has  also  been 
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quite  rapidly  increasing  in  population,  during  the  past  few  years 
x>f  prosperity,  some  indications  ^  which  will  be  found  in  th^  ab^ 
8tracts  of  births  and  marriages. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  remark  here,  that  in  the  performance 
of  the  task  which  this  Report  exhibits,  a  supreme  regard  has  been 
given  to  the  elucidation  of  the  Lams  nf  Mmtttlity^  from  the  given 
facts.  The  more  numerous  and  accurate  the  fatts,  the  neater  to 
the  truth  of  the  general  laws  of  mortality  shall  we  approximate 
by  close  investigation.  The  results  in  former  Reports  have  often 
been  referred  to  in  illustrating  various  principles.  As  the  Value 
of  such  deductions  is  to  be  nveasured  by  the  correctness  of  the 
data,  we  have  constantly  possessed  a  scrupulous  view  upon  ac^ 
curacy. 

The  protracted  labor  which  has  necessarUy  arisen  from  the 
heterogeneous  intermingling  of  the  whole  twenty  months,  in 
levery  conceivable  combination^  in  the  returns,  has  prevented  the 
elucidation  of  some  interesting  principles  and  facts,  deducible 
from  the  records  of  registration,  inasmuch  as  it  would  prolong 
the  undesirable  delay  already  incurred,  concerning  this  Report. 
It  is  confidently  believed,  however,  that  herein  wiH  be  found  suffix 
cient  ground  covered,  and  with  sufficient  faithfulness,  to  exhibit 
very  reliable  and  highly  important  general  truths ;  some  of  the 
more  prominent  of  which  we  propose  to  notice  briefly. 

POPULATION. 

In  all  instlinces  in  this  Report,  where  reference  is  made  to  the 
population,  the  enumeration  as  given  in  the  United  States'  census 
is  alluded  to,  imless  it  is  specially  stated  otherwise.  The  State 
census  is  usudly  made  use  of  in  State  papers,  but  as  that  of  the 
United  States  has  been  used  in  the  preceding  Registration  Re>> 
ports,  and  as  that  was  taken  with  more  minuteivess  and  probable 
accuracy,  it  was  deemed  best  to  adopt  it  here.  In  the  tabular 
statement  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  for  the  period  in  1848^ 
will  be  found  the  census  of  1840,  while  that  of  1850  accom- 
jpanies  the  similar  table  for  the  year  1849.  The  population  of 
1860  is  likewise  given  for  the  severed  counties  in  the  following 
table,  where  the  American  and  Foreign  are  placed  in  separate  col- 
innns,  and  the  proportion  which  exists  between  these  two  classes 
of  inhabitants  is  idso  staled  c'^- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


92 


EIGHTH  REGISTRATION  REPORT. 


i 

as 


H 


§ 


1.1 

a 


i: 


^1 


3  §  S  lo  00  <^  c*5  00  oD  oD -^  CD.  c» 


1^ 


I 


5  00  CD  55 -^w-  k 


i-T      dr      rH       off-**      OCf 


§S 


C0C0C0a0l>jC0OQDJftQ0Ol^Ci 

CI  «-^  cy  l>  '^w  ^^o  o  t^co  t>^ 

CO  t^ifl       tC^lft  ^  O  ?0  W^       00 


tff  t^To  f-rio»o  »^  «  s  !^  ®  ^  99 


S 


^s 
V 


n 


1^ 


corfo^^ooor>-o^ao2'J2fc 


^^  fH  1-1 


H 

8 


li^gKS 


S§'g'S5SS8Sg!85| 


?D  O  ^  00  00  W^  '-*  CI  00  CO  CO  00        2*  JjfJ 

rH       CO  "^  "^       ^  ,  "  " 


5^©     CO 


U5      tw 

CO       •-• 


8    55! 


O  i-J        00 


ill 

C«  1-1 


fe 


fr*'  00       CO 


O       CO 


^    -.  -. 


GO        Oi 


I   I 


3      S 


S. 


C«  S       CO 


I 


I 

\ 


I 


I     I     I     I 


I     I     I  ^  I     •    I     I 

g 


E  • 


illilJBIl'il  ^  ^'Ss. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ANALYTICAL  OBSERVATIONS. 


93 


The  important  relation  which  obtains  between  several  elements 
of  the  population  and  the  principles  of  public  health  and  general 
prosperity,  in  the  foregoing  table,  will  be  readily  suggested  to 
the  interested  observer  without  comment  here.  We  have  an- 
nexed thereto  several  mortuary  abstracts,  which  present  some 
interesting  features  in  relation  to  different  sections  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  may  be  alluded  to  in  our  remarks  upon  the 
mortality  of  the  State. 

It  will  be  observed,  however,  that  the  foreign  population  among 
us  are  very  unequally  distributed  over  the  Commonwealth.  Mon- 
roe, in  Franklin  County,  is  said  to  be  the  only  incorporated 
town  in  Massachusetts  which  contains  no  foreigners  by  birth  ;  add 
to  this  the  districts  of  Boston  Corner  and  Marshpee,  and  we  have 
three  widely  separated  localities,  with  an  aggregate  of  429  inhab- 
itants, without  a  foreigner.  In  Dukes  County,  with  a  native  pop- 
ulation of  4461,  there  are  but  89,  being  less  than  one  in  fifty  of 
foreign  origin.  In  Barnstable  County  the  proportion  is  about  one 
in  thirty-two ;  in  Franklin,  it  is  one  in  twenty,  while  in  Suffolk, 
nearly  one  half  (45.58  per  cent.)  are  foreigners.  The  city  of 
Boston  presents  a  little  higher  per  cent.  (46.37)  as  will  be  discov- 
ered in  the  following  statement*  from  Dr.  J.  Chickering  : — 

TABLE  K 


POPULATION  IN  i860. 

Whole 
number. 

NUMBtB. 

Pbopoetioh. 

Amertean. 

Fcnvign. 

Ain«r*n. 

Foraign. 

City  of  BoBton, 

Contiguous  towns,        .            «            . 

Other  towns  within  ten  miles,  - 

Towns  over  ten  miles,  and  not  exceed- 
ing fifleen  miles,      -            .            . 

Towns  over  fifteen  miles,  and  hot  ex- 
ceeding twenty  miles, 

Towns  over  twenty  miles,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty-five  miles,    - 

Total  of  towns  within  twenty-five  miles 
of  the  city  of  Boston, 

Other  towns  in  the  Commonwealth, 

136,884 
74,820 
62,750 

68,728 

52,894 

90,545 

73,418 
61,204 
50,934 

56,935 

45,950 

73,288 

63,466 
23,616 
11,816 

11,793 

6,944 

17,257 

53.63 
68.30 
81.17 

82.84 

86.87 

80.94 

46.37 
31.70 
18.83 

17.16 

13.13 

19.06 

486,62] 
508,044 

351,729 
442,040 

134,892 
66,004 

72.28 
87.01 

27.72 
12.99 

Total,           .           .            .            - 

994,665 

793,769 

200,896 

79.80 

20iW 

*  For  oar  abntracts  of  the  census,  which  difttingui»h  the  namber  and  proportion  of  American 
and  foreign  popolaiion,  we  are  indebted  to  an  elaborate  letter  from  Dr.  Jesse  Chickering,  of 
Ooston,  to  the  City  CoonciK— City  Doeummt,  No.  Aft,  I860. 
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It  k  a  Temarkable  hci  and  well  worthy  of  consideratioii  that 
within  the  fire  yean  laat  past,  according  to  the  City  census  of 
1846,  and  the  State  census  of  May  1,  1860,  the  foreign  portion 
of  the  population  of  Boston  have  increased  70.20  per  cent,  while 
the  American  portion  during  the  same  period  have  decreased 
2.27  per  cent  I  It  is  very  probable  that  a  like  change  has  been 
produced  in  no  other  place  of  importance,  in  the  Commonwealth. 

Of  the  63,466  foreigners  in  Boston,  52,923  are  from  Ireland, 
2666  from  Germany,  and  7877  are  from  various  other  countries. 
In  ward  8  (old  division)  we  find  the  largest  number  of  Irish, 
(7964)  the  smallest  number  of  German,  (36)  and  the  smallest 
number  of  colored  population,  (only  2.)  This  section  of  the  city 
contains  the  least  number  of  inhabited  houses,  and  at  the  same 
time,  the  greatest  number  of  persons  to  a  house,  there  being  an 
average  of  21.18  individuals  to  each  house !  Two  houses  in  this 
ward  contain  19  families  each:  five  houses  were  occupied  by 
10  families  each ;  fourteen  houses  by  9  families  each ;  thirty-two 
by  8,  and  fifty-six  by  7  families  each !— ^. 

In  the  whole  city,  there  are,  between  the  ages  of  5  and  16^ 
12,143  children  of  natives,  and  12,132  children  of  foreign  parent*- 
age.  Of  the  whole  population,  66,072  are  males,  and  72,716  are 
females. 

The  following  abstract  from  the  fifth,  sixth  and  seventh  na^ 
tional  censuses  will  show  the  number  and  proportion  of  native 
and  foreign  population  in  Massachusetts,  at  different  periods : — 

TABLE  a 


fepokkkm. 

1830. 

1840. 

1850. 

Nombar. 

FttOnt. 

Numlwr. 

WrOent 

Kmnber. 

PmOwU 

American, 
Foreign, 

600,788 

9,620 

96.42 
1.58 

702,882 
34,818 

95i28 
4.72 

798,769 
200,896 

79.80 
UOSO 

Total,           -        - 

610,408 

loa 

737,700 

100. 

994,665 

100. 
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BIRTHS. 

Of  the  38,313  recorded  births^  during^  the  twenty  months  em- 
braced in  this  Report,  26,773  were  in  the  year  1849.  This  is 
equal  to  one  birth  in  38.6  of  the  whole  population.  Owiug  to 
greater  accuracy  in  the  returns  from  some  places  than  from 
others,  or  from  some  other  cause  which  cannot  be  determined  as 
yet  for  the  want  of  saffieient  faets,  we  observe  a  di£[erenee  of 
more  than  one  hundred  per  cent  in  the  ratio  between  the  births 
and  the  peculation  in  different  counties,  as  is  shown  in  the  sub- 
joined abstra^ct  i-^ 

TAKUB  D. 


COUtlQp. 

Whf. 

tooiMBirtli. 

ODimda«. 

Biitiis. 

tOOMBhtll. 

BvDstable,   -. 
Berkshire,     - 
Bristol,          .        . 
Dukes, 
Essex, 
Fraoklin, 
Hampden,     - 
Hainpshire,  - 

689 
1157 
2121 

no 

3060 

659 

1359 

786 

51J)0 
42.87 
35.93 
41.27 
42.91 
4a84 
37.74 
45.44 

Middlesex,.       - 
Nantucket,  - 
Norfolk,      .-       - 
Plymouth,   . 
Suffolk,       -        - 
Worcester)  *. 

Total,      -       . 

4150 
101 
2231 
1202 
5153 
2995 

38.89 
83.68 
35.41 
46.34 
28.04 
43.68 

26,773 

38.60 

Nearly  tbree  fifths  {5»A^  per  een«.}  of  tb»  Vu^iha  of  1849  were 
stated  to  be  of  American  purentage^tbat  is,  h»A  Amenoajx  fathers, 
and  not  fa]?  from  one  fourth  (25  J6  per  ce»nt.)  w^re  of  foreign 
parentage.  One  sixth  (1<».43  per  cent.)  had  not  tbeir  parentage 
defined  in  the  returns.  The  returns  for  the  last  eight  months  of 
1848,  leave  more  than  one  half|  instead  of  one  sixth,  of  the 
births,  without  stating  wythipg  about  their  parentage.  This 
shows  w  improvement  ifk  the  epmploteness  of  returns,  which  is 
exhibiting  itself  in  almost  every  particulac.  Thus  we  have  the 
sex  stated  in  all  but  171  casea  out  of  26,773  births  of  1849,  and 
in  all  but  196  cases  out  of  20,423  deaths  during  the  same  year. 

Each  annual  return  shows  that  a  majority  of  those  bom  in  the 
State  are  males,  while  a  majority  of  those  who  die  are  females. 
In  1849,  the  proportion  between  the  sexes,  among  the  births,  was 
52.06  per  cent,  males  and  47.94  percent,  females.  Of  the  deaths 
for  the  same  year,  49.63  per  cent,  were  males  and  60.47  per  cent, 
females.    A  greater  difference  obtains  between  the  sexes  among 
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the  births  than  among  the  deaths.  We  here  present  the  number 
and  proportion  of  births  in  the  State,  of  each  sex,  during  each 
month  in  the  year,  for  the  last  five  years,  viz.,  intervening  Janu- 
ary 1,  1846,  and  January  1,  1860  : — 


TABLE 

E. 

Sex. 

PKOPOlTtOH. 

Females  in 

IffAntlui 

Whoto 

, 



each  10,000 

Males. 

Females. 

Unkn. 

Males. 

Females. 

males. 

January, 

7478 

3833 

3572 

73 

51.76 

48.24 

9319 

February,    - 

7533 

3817 

3640 

76 

51.18 

48.82 

9558 

March, 

8a52 

4283 

3977 

92 

51.85 

48.15 

9286 

^:     :    : 

7920 

4030 

3771 

119 

51.66 

48.34 

9357 

6804 

3552 

3194 

58 

52.66 

47.34 

8989 

June, 

6934 

3565 

3306 

63 

51.81 

48.19 

9301 

July,            -        - 

7804 

3918 

3833 

53 

50.22 

49.78 

9910 

August, 

8267 

4225 

3992 

50 

51.44 

48.56 

9440 

September,  - 

8251 

4136 

4053 

62 

52.18 

47.82 

9164 

October,      - 

7974 

4115 

3791 

68 

52.06 

47.94 

9208 

November,  - 

7446 

3899 

3499 

48 

52.70 

47.30 

8975 

December,  - 

7509 

3855 

3586 

68 

51.81 

48.19 

9301 

Total,      - 

92,272  47,228 

44,214 

830 

51.65 

48.35 

9362 

We  here  also  append  a  like  statement  for  the  same  period,  dis- 
tinguished by  counties  instead  of  months.  A  slight  difference  is 
found  to  exist  in  the  aggregate  of  the  statement  above  and  the 
one  below,  which  arises  from  the  fact,  that  in  the  latter,  Suffolk 
County  has  been  omitted,  except  for  the  year  1849.  Some  also 
had  not  the  month,  when  the  birth  occurred,  defined  in  the  re- 
turns, which  makes  the  difference  less  than  it  otherwise  would  be. 

Below  will  also  be  found  a  division  of  the  State  into  easterly^ 
embracing  nine  counties,  and  westerly,  comprising  five  counties  ; 
also  a  division  designated  as  "  city,"  embracing  the  nine  cities  and 
three  towns  having  over  10,000  inhabitants,  together  with  Chico- 
pee,  which  has  less  than  that  number,  and  "  country,"  consisting 
of  the  rest  of  the  Commonwealth : — 
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TABLE  F. 


i 

1                 Sbx. 
Whole  I 

Proportiox. 

Females  !n 
each  10,000 

Males.   1  Females. 

Unk. 

Males. 

Females. 

males. 

Barnstable, 

3,196 1  1,635  1  1,524 

37 

51.76 

48.24 

9322 

Berkshire, 

4,254    2,173  1  2,072 

9 

51.19 

48.81 

9535 

Bristol,       -         -        - 

9,631    4,951 1  4,639 

41 

51.63 

48.37 

9380 

Dukes, 

464       248 '      209 

7 

54.27 

45.73 

8427 

Essex,        -        -        - 

13,174    6,717    6,345 

112 

51.42 

48.58 

9446 

Franklin,    .        -        - 

2,695    1,385    1,255 

55 

52.46 

47.54 

9061 

Hampden,  -        -        - 

4,9:33    2,534  !  2,363 

36 

51.75 

48.25 

9335 

Hampshire, 

3,402,  1,750     1,622 

30 

51.90 

48.10 

9269 

Middlesex, 

17,126 

8,701 

8,294 

131 

51.20 

48.80 

9532 

Nantucket, 

952 

499 

451 

2 

52.53 

47.47 

9038 

Norfolk,     - 

9,147 

4,684 

4,410 

53 

51.51 

48.49 

9415 

Plymouth, 

4,948 

2,457    2,344 

147 

51.18 

48.82 

9540 

Suffolk,  in  1849, 

5,153 

2,630    2,514 

9 

51.13 

48.87 

95.59 

Worcester, 

13,106 

6,813  1  6,140 

153 

52.60 

47.40 

9012 

Total, 

92,181 

47,177  44,182 

822 

51.67 

48.33 

9354 

Nine  Eastern  Counties, 

63,791 

32,522  30,730 

539 

51.42 

48.58 

9449 

Five  Western  Counties, 

28,390 

14,655  13,452 

283 

52.14 

47.86 

9179 

City,  1849, 

10,466 

5,:J44 '  5,106 

16 

51.14 

48.86 

9555 

Country,  1849,    - 

15,307 

7,985    7,167 

155 

52.70 

47.30 

8976 

MARRIAGES. 

There  are  6936  marriages  recorded  as  having  been  solemnized 
in  the  Commonwealth  during  the  year  1849,  and  4015  during 
the  eight  months  of  1848,  forming  an  aggregate  of  10,951  within 
the  period  covered  by  this  Report.  The  marriages  in  1849  were 
equal  to  one  in  every  143  inhabitants.  In  the  county  of  Hamp- 
den, the  returns  show  one  marriage  to  every  105  of  the  popula- 
tion, and  in  Berkshire  only  one  in  335.  This  latter  county  is 
probably  more  defective  in  marriage  returns  than  any  other  dis- 
trict. There  is  not  to  be  found  on  the  records  from  Berkshire 
County  a  single  instance  where  a  bachelor  married  a  widow. 
The  number  and  proportion  of  marriages  to  the  population  in  the 
different  counties,  during  the  year  1S49,  was  as  follows: — 

13 
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TABLE  G. 


Counties. 

Coonties. 

Mamuaoks. 

Number. 

Beiogonein! 

Namber. 

Being  one  in 

Barnstable,   - 
Berkshire,     - 
Bristol, 
Dukes, 
Fssex, 
Franklin, 
Hampden,     - 
Hampshire,  - 

271 

148 

417 

21 

1082 
165 
489 
236 

130      ! 

335    1 
183    , 
216 
121     1 
187    ' 
105 
151 

Middlesex,  -       - 
Nantucket^  - 
Norfolk,       -        - 
Plymouth,     - 
Suffolk,         -        - 
Worcester,  - 

Total, 

1132 

43 

510 

367 

1218 
837 

143 
196 
155 
152 
119 
156 

6936 

143 

Statements  like  the  above  become  reliable  in  proportion  to  the 
completeness  of  return.  The  returns  of.  1849  show  a  larger 
number  of  marriages  than  those  of  former  years,  even  aside  from 
the  addition  which  were  contributed  by  the  city  of  Boston,  which 
is  now  for  the  first  time  represented  in  these  abstracts. 

The  number  of  marriages  in  each  month  and  their  proportion 
to  the  whole  number  in  the  year,  will  be  seen  in  the  subjoined 
statement.  As  the  occurrences  of  a  single  year  will  not  furnish 
a  general  result  as  correctly  as  those  of  a  longer  period,  we  here 
annex  also  a  statement  which  exhibits  the  number  and  propor- 
tion of  marriages  in  each  month,  as  indicated  by  an  analysis  and 
combination  of  the  32,572,  which  have  been  returned  to  this 
office  within  the  last  six  years,  viz.,  since  January  1,  1844.  Be- 
sides these,  there  were  257  recorded  in  the  six  years,  without 
stating  in  what  month  the  marriage  took  place ;  86  of  these  were 
among  the  records  of  1849. 

TABLE  H. 


1849 
6yrs 

G03 
2639 

424 
1863 

391 

1867 

601 

288Q 

571  j  495 

29512462 

1 

452 

1875 

455 

1991 

6O5!    637 
2797   3449 

969,  647'  6850 

4680309632572 

1        1 

Months— 

Jan., 
Feb., 

1 
< 

|i| 

if 
'3 

•-• 

< 

Sept., 
Oct, 

i 

Dec, 
Total, 

n 

1849 
Gyrs 

8.87 
8.09 

6.19  5.70 
5.72  5.73 

8.76 
8.83 

1 

8.33'  7.22 
9.05  7.75 

6.59 
5.75 

6.64 
6.10 

8.83    9.29 
8.58  10.58 

14.14  9.44  100. 

14.36,9.46100. 

1        1 

A  remarkable  uniformity  will  be  noticed  to  exist  generally  in 
the   above   table,   between   the   proportions    which  the   several 
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months  furnish  in  the  one  year  and  the  six  years.  The  months, 
however,  diflfer  widely  from  each  other.  November  indicates 
that  more  than  twice  as  many  marriages  have  been  solemnized  in 
that  month  as  have  taken  place  in  either  of  several  other  months. 
February,  March,  July  and  August  do  not  differ  much  in  their 
proportion,  and  they  are  found  to  furnish  less  than  any  other 
months  of  the  year. 

Age  presents  also  quite  an  interesting  topic  for  consideration. 
During  the  twenty  months  we  find  marriages  among  persons  of 
all  ages  intervening  13  and  91.  The  youngest  individual  mar- 
ried was  a  female  of  13  years,  several  instances  of  which  oc- 
curred. Tlie  youngest  male  was  16,  who  married  a  female  of 
19 ;  the  youngest  couple  was  a  male  of  17  and  a  female  of  14 ;  a 
male  of  20  and  another  of  25  married  each  a  female  of  13 ;  a 
male  of  19,  one  of  21,  and  another  of  27,  married  each  a  female 
of  14 ;  two  males  of  25  each,  two  of  28  each,  one  of  30,  one  of 
35,  and  another  of  47,  married  each  a  female  of  15  ;  and  a  bach- 
elor of  50  married  a  girl  of  19. 

Although  the  male  was  usually  the  eldest  of  the  allied  couple, 
yet  many  instances  happened  where  the  reverse  obtained ;  thus 
we  find  a  male  under  20  married  a  female  over  40  ;  a  bachelor  of 
24  married  a  widow  of  42 ;  a  bachelor  under  35  married  a  widow 
over  60 ;  and  another  bachelor  under  40  married  a  widow  over 
75.  A  female  of  18  married  the  second  time,  and  one  of  59  mar- 
ried Xhe  fifth  time.  A  male  of  30  married  the  third  time.  One 
of  36  and  another  of  45  married  the  fourth  time  each.  Among 
those  at  later  ages  in  life  we  find  a  male  of  81  married  a  female 
of  69 ;  but  the  oldest  couple  married  were  Mr.  Calvin  Kilborn, 
of  Princeton,  and  Mrs.  Susan  Saunders,  at  the  respective  and  re- 
spectable ages  of  91  and  70.  He  is  a  farmer  in  good  health,  of 
sprightly  habits  and  good  mental  faculties,  still  remembering  the 
scenes  and  "  incidents  of  travel"  which  he  experienced  in  1777, 
when  he  went  as  a  fifer  at  the  Bennington  Alarm.  It  seems  wor- 
thy of  notice  that  in  this  office,  and  almost  side  by  side,  are  the 
official  records  of  Mr.  Kilborn's  enlistment  in  Capt.  John  White's 
company  which  marched  to  Bennington  in  July,  1777,  and  also 
of  his  marriage  in  November,  1848,  more  than  three  score  and 
ten  years  having  intervened  the  interesting  events.  He  has  always 
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been  able  to  do  the  work  on  his  farm  to  the  present   time,  with 
but  little  assistance. 

The  following  statement  will  be  found  to  possess  interest  by 
showing  the  number  and  proportion  of  marriages  at  the  different 
ages  of  the  sexes  during  the  last  five  years  and  eight  months,  viz., 
since  May  1,  1844.  7299  males  and  7453  females,  whose  ages 
were  not  stated,  have  been  omitted  in  the  calculations. 

TABLE  I. 


i^   'Males, 
^*^   |Fcmales, 

401 
5871 

10,115 
11,313 

7911    ^'K) 
3751 1  1329 

1203'  74S 
723   450 

1 
486   322 
2G0J  174 

1       i      ' 

218  172,  95   67 

99|  47j  38;  14 

291     5  24.232 
4'     1  24.078 

Ages,      - 

8 
1 

o 

25  to  30, 
30  to  35, 

2 

0 

45  to  50, 
50  to  55, 

S 

-1  -'  - 

0 ;  0 !  0 

^i   'Males, 
e,  «   j  Females, 

1.66 
24.40 

41.74 '32.77  10.04 
'W.98    15.58    5.52 

1 

4.97 
3.00 

3.08 

1.86 

2.01  i  1.33 
1.01,    .72 

1 

.9C 

69i  .39  .28 
.19  .16  .06 

1 

.12 .02  100. 

The  above  abstract  indicates,  so  far  as  can  be  illustrated  by  an 
analysis  of  upwards  of  24,000  marriages,  the  ages  of  parties  to 
which  were  stated,  that  the  probabilities  of  marriage  under  the 
age  of  20  years  are  nearly  fifteen  times  as  great  with  females  as 
they  are  with  males,  and  that  between  the  ages  of  20  and  25 
they  are  much  nearer  equal,  though  still  somewhat  in  favor  of  the 
female ;  but  after  the  age  of  25,  till  death,  the  probabilities  of 
marriage  are  about  two  to  one  in  favor  of  the  male. 

Again  we  perceive  above,  that  of  all  females  married,  the 
chances  that  this  interesting  event  will  take  place  prior  to  the 
age  of  20,  are  about  as  one  to  four  of  all  the  probabilities  that 
they  will  ever  marry ;  that  is,  when  a  female  arrives  at  the  age 
of  20  years  and  is  unmarried,  one  quarter  of  the  probabilities  of 
her  ever  being  married  are  gone.  If  she  passes  to  the  age  of  26 
unmarried,  nearly  three  quarters  of  her  probabilities  are  lost,  and 
if  she  is  unmarried  at  the  age  of  30,  she  has  passed  nearly  nine 
tenths  of  her  chances  of  ever  becoming  a  wife.  The  case  is 
different  with  males,  more  than  one  half  of  whose  marriages 
occur  subsequent  to  the  age  of  25.  But  the  period  of  life  be- 
tween 20  and  25  appears  the  most  probable  of  all  the  quinquen- 
nial periods  for  matrimonial  alliances  to  both  sexes. 
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These  statements  are  derived  from  and  appertain  to  those  only 
in  society,  who  actually  marry;  a  consideration  of  all  classes, 
including  those  who  live  and  die  in  celibacy,  would  of  course 
eflfect  some  modifications.  Were  we  to  confine  our  deductions  to 
first  marriages^  (Table  VI,  A,)  the  preponderance  in  favor  of  the 
earlier  ages  would  be  much  greater.  Perhaps  some  allowance 
should  be  made  for  the  proneness  which  some  persons  seem  to 
have,  unawares  probably,  to  state  their  age,  in  such  a  connection, 
full  as  low  as  the  truth  will  justify. 

DEATHS. 

During  the  twenty  months  of  this  Report,  there  have  been  re- 
turned to  the  secretary's  office  the  record  of  30,079  deaths,  besides 
616  still  born.  Of  these,  the  unprecedented  number  of  20,423 
took  place  within  the  twelve  months  of  the  year  1849.  We  learn 
by  the  last  (seventh)  report,  that  from  January  1  to  April  30, 
1848,  there  were  3278  deaths ;  and  we  find  in  the  returns  of  the 
subsequent  eight  months  of  that  year,  that  9656  deaths  occurred 
between  May  1  and  December  31 ;  making  12,934  during  the 
whole  twelve  months  of  the  year  1848. 

In  1849,  there  were  eight  towns,  viz.,  Barnstable,  Dennis,  Chesh- 
ire, Conway,  Heath,  Hull,  Dana  and  Upton,  also  the  district  of 
Boston  Corner,  which  made  no  return  of  deaths  according  to  the 
law.  These  embrace  an  aggregate  population  of  16,383.  After  de- 
ducting this  from  994,665,  the  total  population  of  the  State,  there 
remains  979,282.  Now  if  we  make  no  allowance  for  the  increase 
of  population  between  1849  and  1850,  the  deaths  in  the  former 
year  amount  to  one  in  47.95,  or  2.086  per  cent,  of  the  living. 

By  reference  to  the  general  statement  of  births,  marriages  and 
deaths,  which  will  be  found  occupying  the  earlier  pages  of  this 
Report,  several  items  of  information  will  be  noticed  which  were 
not  introduced  in  former  reports ,'  these  pertain  to  sex  and  age 
among  the  deaths.  For  every  city  and  town  represented  in  the 
returns  of  1849,  the  average  age  at  death  has,  for  the  first  time, 
been  carefully  computed  from  the  records,  which  state,  as  far  as  is 
known,  the  yesurs,  months  and  days,  which  each  person  who  dies 
has  lived.  The  inferences  from  the  average  age  at  death,  will  be 
more  particularly  alluded  to  in  a  subsequent  paragraph. 
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Causes  or  Death. — ^In  Table  IX,  pp.  44,  et  seq.  and  Table 
XII,  pp.  64,  etseq.,  will  be  found  an  important  abstract  giving  the 
number  of  each  sex  who  have  died  from  various  causes  in  the 
several  months,  and  at  different  ages,  during  the  period  embraced 
in  this  Report.  It  is  a  matter  of  great  interest  to  know  what 
particular  agents  of  death  press  with  the  greatest  force  upon  our 
community,  as  well  as,  also,  at  what  seasons  of  the  year,  and  upon 
what  ages,  they  are  most  severe.  The  particular  class  of  facts 
bearing  upon  this  point,  are  given,  in  the  returns,  with  more  and 
more  completeness  and  accuracy  every  succeeding  year. 

It  is  the  habit  of  some  diseases,  particularly  those  which  involve 
the  bowels,  to  prevail  more  in  the  summer  than  winter ;  hence  the 
comparison  of  the  deaths  in  the  eight  months  of  1848  with  those 
of  any.  other  whole  year  would  be  unjust.  To  the  former  of 
these  tables,  therefore,  we  have  prefixed  the  number  of  deaths 
from  each  disease,  during  each  of  the  four  earlier  months  of  the 
year,  as  stated  in  the  last  (seventh)  report.  Those  whose  sex  was 
not  stated  have  been  united  with  the  males,  in  corresponding  tables 
of  former  annual  reports,  and  could  not  be  separated  from  them 
in  this  transcription,  as  will  be  noticed. 

In  Tables  XV  and  XVI,  pp.  68  and  74,  the  causes  of  death  have 
been  transposed,  and  in  some  cases  united,  from  the  alphabetical 
arrangement,  to  a  classified  order,  after  the  manner  of  those  in 
the  reports  of  the  Registrar  General  in  England.  In  these  ta- 
bles, the  number  which  each  county  has  furnished,  from  each  dis- 
ease, is  kept  distinct.  This  classification  has  been  adopted,  and 
observed  with  more  or  less  correctness,  in  former  reports  from  this 
office.  From  these  reports  we  have  united  the  seven  preceding 
years,  in  Table  XVII,  p.  80,  making  some  transpositions  which 
seemed  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  uniformity.  For  in- 
stance, in  the  last  (seventh)  report  there  were  75  cases  returned 
as  <<  canker,"  classed  under  mortification,  while  in  the  next  pre- 
ceding report,  (sixth)  61  cases  of  death  from  the  same  disease, 
''  canker,"  were  classed  under  scarlet  fever.  Again,  in  the  fifth, 
sixth  and  seventh  reports  there  were,  respectively,  46,  72  and 
112  cases  of  "brain  fever,"  placed  under  the  head  of  typhus  fever 
in  the  classified  tables,  which  have  been  restored,  in  Table  XVII, 
to  Cephalitis:  also  1117  cases  of  fever,  without  having  the  type 
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specified  in  the  returns,  have  been  taken  from  under  the  head  of 
typhus,  where  they  had  been  classed  in  former  reports,  and  given 
a  position  by  themselves,  in  this  Report,  (p.  80,)  &c.  &c.  &c. 

The  classification  for  the  year  1849,  has  been  also  subjected  to 
a  division,  (in  Table  XVI,)  under  the  distinctions  of  city  and 
country.  The  former  embraces  the  cities  of  Boston,  Cambridge, 
Charlestown,  Lowell,  Lynn,  New  Bedford,  Roxbury,  Salem 
and  Worcester,  and  the  towns  of  Chicopee,  Fall  River,  Spring- 
field and  Taunton.  The  design  at  first,  was  to  combine  all  large 
places  having  over  10,000  inhabitants.  This  would  include  all 
cities  in  the  State,  as  above,  and  the  towns  of  Fall  River,  Spring- 
field and  Taunton,  which  are  the  only  towns  having  over  10,000. 
The  new  town  of  Chicopee,*which  has  a  population  somewhat  less 
than  that,  was  afterwards  added,  for  the  purpose  of  embracing  in 
this  division  a  better  proportion  of  the  whole  population  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

The  cities^  in  the  following  table,  are  given  in  italics : — 

TABLE  J, 


Population. 

BIRTHS. 

MAR- 
RIAGES. 

DEATHS. 

1849. 
NamMof  CiUss. 

Whole 
No. 

Pa&kntaoi. 

Whole  No. 

Whole 
No. 

Arenge 

age. 

Am. 

JTor. 

Unk. 

Boston^ 

136,884 

4896 

1777 

3063 

56 

1187 

5071 

20.51 

Cambridgty 

15,215 

446 

181 

76 

189 

125 

281 

20.03 

CharUstown,  - 

17,216 

584 

167 

149 

268 

110 

382 

22.29 

Chicopee, 

8,291 

208 

130 

73       5 

153 

288 

17.91 

Fall  River,      - 

11,522 

381 

115 

134    132 

99 

157 

17.08 

LoweUy           -        - 

33,385 

939 

600 

305     34 

398 

903 

19.35 

J^eto  Bedford, 

14,257 

341 

305 

28 

8 

133 

288 

21.80 

16,464 

479 

355 

61 

63 

93 

247 

24.61 

Roxhwry, 

18,373 

554 

118 

253 

183 

129 

404 

22.13 

Salem, 

20,263 

468 

370 

82 

16 

162 

4« 

28.08 

Springfield,     - 

11,766 

410 

235 

152 

23 

156 

320 

17.04 

Taunton, 

10,431 

310 

109 

89 

112 

50 

173 

28.39 

rrOTcester, 

17,059 

450 

32 

2 

416 

130 

438 

24.53 

Total, 

331.126 

10,466 

4,494 

4467il505 

2925 

9,381 

21.08 

Rest  of  State, 

663,539 

15,307 

10,564 

20132730 

4011 

11,042 

30.61 

Grand  total. 

994,665 

25,773 

15058|6480!4235 

6936 

20,423 

26.19 

These  nine  cities  and  four  towns  possess  an  aggregate  popula- 
tion of  331,126,  and  the  rest  of  the  State  contains  663,539, 
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being  a  little  more  than   twice  as  much.*     If,   therefore,   the 

mortality  of  the  State  has  been   equally  distributed  over  city 

and  country,  according  to  the  number  of  inhabitants  of  each,  the 

number  of  deaths  in  the  first  column  of  Table  XVI  will  be  a 

little  less  than  half  as  great  as  the  number  in  the  next  column. 

under  the  head  of  "country."     The  actual  result,  however,  is  far 

otherwise,  as  will  be  noticed  opposite  most  of  the  diseases.     In 

the  totals  it  is  nearly  equal,  showing  that  the  mortality  in  the 

densely  populated'  city  localities  was,  in  the  aggregate,  nearly 

twice  as  great  as  in  the  more  sparsely  inhabited  country  districts. 

A  reference  to  the  various  diseases,  will  exhibit  what  particular 

causes  of  death  have  visited  the  cities  with  undue  fatality. 

♦ 
For  each  of  the  three  periods,  viz.,  the  year  1849,  the  eight 

latter  months  of  1848,  and  the  seven  previous  years,  we  have 
also  computed  the  per  cent,  which  the  deaths,  from  each  of  the 
several  named  diseases,  bore  to  the  whole  number  of  deaths  from 
specified  causes  in  their  respective  periods.  Among  the  first  ob- 
jects which  attract  notice  in  this  table,  (XVII,  p.  80,)  we  observe 
the  large  proportional  number  of  deaths  which  have  occurred 
during  the  later  periods.  If  we  omit  the  returns  from  Boston, 
there  will  remain,  for  the  twenty  months  of  this  Report,  about  40 
per  cent,  as  many  deaths  as  occurred  during  the  seven  previous 
years.  This  is  owing  in  part  to  more  full  returns  of  late,  and  in 
part  to  actual  greater  mortality.  By  reference  to  particular  dis- 
eases or  classes,  we  shall  ascertain  what  particular  causes  have 
lately  been  so  fatal.  Of  deaths  from  all  specified  causes,  the 
proportion  which  those  within  the  twenty  months  (including 
Boston  for  1849)  bore  to  those  of  the  seven  years  before,  was  as 
49.57  to  100.  Or,  in  other  words,  the  former  was  49.57  per  cent, 
as  much  as  the  latter;  while  of  the  first  class,  {zymotics,)  the 
deaths  of  the  twenty  months  was  71.79  per  cent,  as  much  as  those 
of  this  class  during  the  seven  years.  And,  still  further,  we  find 
that,  of  the  dysentery,  nearly  twice  the  number  died  within 
twenty  months  as  during  the  whole  seven  years,  there  having 
been  only  2413  in  the  seven  years  period,  and  4590  in  the  twenty 
months  period.  The  commencement  of  the  epidemic  character 
of  this  disease  appeared  in  the  summer  of  1847,  and  came  in  the 

•  The  exact  proportion  it  for  city,  33.13  per  cent.  5  country ,  66.87  per  cent. 
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last  (seventh)  Registration  Report  for  the  year  ending  with  April 
30,  1848.  During  that  year,  1074  died  of  this  disease ;  the  an- 
nual average  number  during  the  six  previous  years  was  only  223 ; 
the  number  during  the  twenty  months  since,  as  stated  above, 
was  4590.  Making  all  due  allowance  for  the  additions  from 
Boston,  and  the  result  is  still  startling. 

Ztmotic  Diseases. — Those  diseases  are  classed  under  this  gen- 
eral head,  which  prevail  (a)  as  Epidemics,  that  is,  become  very 
frequent  at  particular  times,  in  particular  places,  as  cholera,  dys- 
entery, and  several  forms  of  fever;  also,  (6)  Endemics,  or  those 
that  are  peculiar  to  certain  defined  localities,  and  arise  from  some 
hidden  or  obvious  cause ;  and  (c)  ContagioiLS  diseases,  as  small 
pox,  measles,  &c. 

It  will  be  observed  in  Table  XVII,  that  the  deaths  from 
zymotics,  in  the  seven  years  prior  to  May  1,  1848,  were  only  27 
per  cent,  of  the  deaths  from  all  specified  causes  during  that  period ; 
while  in  the  eight  remaining  months  of  1848,  this  class  of  dis- 
eases produced  40  per  cent,  of  the  deaths.  But  as  observed  be- 
fore, several  diseases  are  seldom  severe,  except  during  the  heat  of 
summer,  while  the  results  of  others  are  more  equally  distributed 
over  the  year ;  and  consequently  we  cannot  take  the  per  cent,  of 
any  one  disease  or  class  oi  diseases,  during  the  eight  months  pe- 
riod, as  an  index  or  safe  representative  of  what  that  disease  or 
class  was  during  the  whole  twelve  months.  In  1849,  the  per 
cent,  of  deaths  from  this  class  of  diseases  was  38.70.  The  in- 
crease was  confined  principally  to  that  contributed  by  cholera, 
dysentery,  measles  and  scarlet  fever. 

Cholera. — All  deaths  from  cholera  morbus  have  been  classed 
under  this  head.  When  cholera  morbus  assumes  a  malignant  and 
epidemic  type,  it  is  termed  cholera,  and  sometimes  Asiatic  cholera. 
Most  of  the  deaths  in  1849,  under  this  head,  were  of  this  latter 
character,  and  were  in  particular  localities ;  about  four  fifths,  or 
80  per  cent,  of  them,  will  be  found  in  the  division  of  cities,  and 
a  very  large  majority  of  these  were  in  Boston  and  Lowell. 

The  cholera  exhibited  a  preference,  also,  for  particular  classes 
of  citizens,  or  those  subjecting  themselves  to  particular  habitudes 
of  life.     Of  the  707  who  are  reported  to  have  had  it  in  Boston,* 

*  Report  00  Cholera.— Cs<y  Document,  No.  66, 1849. 
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672  were  foreigners,  460  of  these  being  natives  of  Ireland ;  and 
only  136  were  born  in  this  country,  42  having  been  born  in 
Boston,  and  42  more  in  other  parts  of  this  State.  396  were  be- 
tween the  ages  of  20  and  46.  Of  the  whole  number  (262)  of 
patients  in  the  temporary  Cholera  Hospital,  in  Boston,  164  were 
known  to  be  intemperate,  and  108  supposed  to  be  temperate. 
The  epidemic  seemed  to  present  the  same  characteristics  in  other 
places  in  the  State,  and  in  other  cities  of  the  country.  Over  6 
per  cent,  of  all  the  deaths,  from  stated  causes,  in  1849,  were  from 
this  epidemic  malady,  whereas  former  periods  show  less  than  one 
half  of  one  per  cent. 

Diarrhcea^  which  so  intimately  accompanies  cholera,  was  also 
quite  fatal  in  1849.  It  was  not  so  severe,  however,  in  this  State, 
in  proportion  to  the  cholera,  as  it  appears  to  have  been  among 
some  of  our  transatlantic  neighbors.  "  Prom  the  Registrar  Gener- 
al's Return,  we  learn  that  the  total  number  of  deaths  in  England 
and  Wales,  in  the  year  1849,  was,  from  cholera  63,293,  from 
diarrhoea  18,887."*  In  Massachusetts,  the  total  number,  in  1849, 
was  from  cholera  1188,  (944  of  these  were  in  the  division  of 
cities,)  and  from  diarrhosa  209,  (158  of  which  were  in  cities.) 

Dysentery  has  prevailed  in  an  epidemic  form,  preceding  the 
cholera,  and  produced  a  heavy  mortality  within  the  last  three 
years,  as  has  been  already  observed.  In  its  late  visitations  it  dif- 
fers as  much,  or  more,  from  the  ordinary  type  of  that  disease,  as 
cholera  differs  from  cholera  morbus,  or  as  typhus  does  from  the 
plague  of  former  times  in  older  countries.  The  years  1848  and 
1849  were  particularly  noted  by  the  terrible  mortality  from  this 
destroyer.  For  six  years  previous  to  1847,  the  annual  average  of 
deaths  from  dysentery  was  only  236,  but  in  1847  it  rose  to  1074, 
and  during  the  succeeding  twenty  months,  which  are  embraced 
in  this  Report,  it  numbered  4690,  of  which  2465  were  in  1849. 
By  far  the  most  fatal  year  was  1848,  immediately  preceding  the 
visit  of  the  cholera.  In  the  latter  eight  months  of  that  year, 
2135,  or  nearly  a  fourth  part  (23.53  per  cent.)  of  all  deaths  in  the 
State,  occurred  from  it,  besides  those  in  the  city  of  Boston,  to 
1847  and  1848,  this  epidemic  was  principally  confined  to  cities  in 

♦  Report  of  the  General  Board  of  Health  on  the  Epidemic  Cholera  of  1848  and  184«,  pre- 
sented to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  by  command  of  Her  Majesty. 
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the  eastern  part  of  the  State,  but  in  1849  it  appears  to  have 
chosen  more  rural  localities,  67.63  per  cent,  being  in  the  country 
districts,  and  only  32.47  per  cent,  in  cities. 

Typhus  fever  has  apparently  somewhat  diminished.  This  is 
owing  in  part  to  the  fact,  that  several  other  diseases  have  for- 
merly been  classed  under  this  head.  We  have  eliminated  some 
of  them,  but  could  not  all,  from  the  preceding  reports. 

Measles  prevailed  in  the  spring  of  1849  more  extensively  than 
at  any  other  time  since  the  Registration  Act  went  into  force,  in 
1842.  It  was  mostly  confined  to  Suffolk  County,  which  had  not 
previously  made  full  returns. 

Scarlet  fever  produced  about  one  half  as  many  deaths  during 
the  twenty  months,,  as  during  the  seven  years  previous,  as  indi- 
cated by  the  former  reports.  We  find,  however,  that  some  of  this 
disease  have  hitherto  been  ranked  with  other  causes  of  death. 
Of  the  1143  deaths  from  it  in  1849,  more  than  one  half  (632) 
were  in  the  cities. 

Small  pox  also  appears  to  be  on  the  increase.  It  caused  114 
deaths,  or  .59  per  cent.,  in  the  year  1849,  and  only  106,  or  .19  per 
cent,  during  the  whole  of  the  seven  years  previous  to  1848. 

Sporadic  Diseases. — ^AU  diseases  not  zymotic,  that  is,  not  epi« 
demic,  endemic  or  contagious,  are  termed,  for  the  sake  of  distinc- 
tion, Sporadics,  and  are  divided  into  several  classes,  according  to 
the  parts  of  the  system  they  usually  attack.  First  we  have  those  of 
Uncertain  Seat,  or  those  which  occur  sometimes  in  one  portion 
of  the  body  and  sometimes  in  another,  or  affect  the  general  system. 
This  class  causes  about  one  tenth  of  the  deaths,  and  in  1849  quite 
a  major  part  of  them  were  in  cities ;  this  is  especially  true  of 
infantile  diseases,  which  were  more  fatal  than  any  others  of  this 
class.  Mortification  has  apparently  decreased,  for  reasons  noted 
above,  in  connection  with  typhus  and  scarlatina. 

Diseases  affecting  the  Nervous  Organs,  produce  about  one 
death  in  every  twelve.  These  are  mostly  from  inflammation  of 
the  brain,  convulsions  and  hydrocephalus,  or  "  water  on  the  brain." 
The  two  last  named  diseases  are  scrofulous,  and  principally  con- 
fined to  those  in  early  life.  The  cities  always  furnish  an  undue 
proportion  of  them.  Many  diseases  of  this  family,  or  class,  seem 
to  be  as  severe  on  country  as  on  city  life, 
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The  Respirative  Oroaks  are  subject  to  a  class  of  diseases, 
which  furnish  the  records  of  mortality  with  nearly  one  fourth  of 
their  number,  and  far  more  than  any  other  class,  except  the  epi- 
demic group.  Pulmonary  consumption  and  pneumonia,  or  in- 
flamation  of  the  lungs,  contribute  nearly  all  of  this  class.  Of  all 
the  agents  of  death,  which  afflict  our  race  by  their  mortal  visita- 
tions, consumption  secures  the  greatest  number  of  victims  in  this 
climate. 

Of  the  102,696  cases  of  death  recorded  in  this  State  (including 
the  city  of  Boston)  within  the  last  nine  years,  and  whose  diseases 
were  specified,  (besides  those  who  died  by  violence,)  22,342  are 
stated  to  have  been  from  consumption  of  the  lungs !  that  is,  a 
little  more  than  one  out  of  every  five  deaths,  (21.78  per  cent.) 
This  may  be  confidently  stated  as  very  near  the  general  law,  or 
degree  of  relationship,  which  this  formidable  terminator  of  human 
life  bears  to  the  aggregate  of  all  other  diseases  in  this  Common- 
wealth. Besides  these  from  consumption,  488  per  cent,  of  all 
deaths,  of  known  diseases,  were  from  inflammation  of  the  lungs, 
making  26.66  per  cent.,  or  somewhat  more  than  one  quarter  of 
the  mortality  from  these  two  common  diseases  of  the  lungs  alone ! 

Diseases  of  the  heart  have  increased,  causing  379  deaths  in 
1849,  which  would  show  a  very  high  comparative  per  cent,  were 
it  not  for  the  unprecedented  number  from  dysentery  and  some 
other  causes. 

Those  classified  under  Digestive  Organs  have  also  constantly 
increased  of  late.  The  year  1849  shows  three  times  the  annual 
average  of  deaths,  from  this  class,  when  compared  with  the  seven 
years  period.  Teething,  and  those  returned  as  having  died  of 
inflammation  of  the  bowels  and  disease  of  the  bowels,  furnish,  by 
far,  the  largest  part  of  deaths  from  this  class.  The  diseases  above 
named,  like  others  which  are  particularly  severe  among  children, 
are  found  to  have  been  the  most  fatal  in  the  cities. 

The  next  four  classes  are  comparatively  small,  and  cause  but  a 
limited  number  of  deaths.  Childbirth  exhibits  the  larger  part  of 
the  deaths  from  all  these  classes  combined,  and  a  large  majority 
pf  the  deaths  from  this  cause  were  in  the  cities,  being  to  the  rest 
pf  the  State,  in  1849,  as  133  to  79.    Of  these,  66  were  in  Boston. 

Peathji  by  Violence,  in  various  forms,  were  nearly  double  their 
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average  during  the  twenty  months.  Accidents  were  unusually 
frequent,  and  were  the  most  so  in  1848,  (aside  from  those  returned 
from  Boston  in  1849.)  But  the  greatest  increase  is  exhibited  in 
the  number  who  are  recorded  as  having  had  their  existence  cut 
short  by  heat.  In  1849  one  life  was  legally  terminated  by  the 
executioner^  which  was  the  first  in  the  history  of  our  State  regis- 
tration, and  TEN  persons  were  rmirderedy  which  is  just  half  as 
many  as  returned  during  the  whole  eight  years  previous. 

A  terrible  and  fatal  case  of  hydrophobia  occurred  in  Lowell,  in 
the  early  autumn  of  1848,  which  was  the  first  ever  returned,  and 
three  are  reported  to  have  taken  place  in  the  State  in  1849.  SuU 
cides  have  averaged  a  little  over  five  a  month,  during  the  period 
of  this  Report,  and  33  a-year  in  the  former  period. 

Sex  suggests  an  interesting  item  for  consideration.  It  has  been 
observed  (p.  95)  that  among  the  births,  we  find  a  majority  are 
males.  We  here  notice  that  a  majority  among  the  deaths  are 
females.  This  is  true  in  reference  to  the  mortality  of  the  whole 
State.  In  the  country  districts  alone,  however,  the  preponderance 
of  female  mortality  is  so  much  greater  than  it  is  in  the  whole 
State,  that  it  casts  the  balance  on  the  other  side  in  the  cities. 
If  we  knew  the  per  cent,  which  the  number  among  the  living  of 
each  sex,  bears  to  the  other  in  the  cities  and  in  the  country,  this 
might  perhaps  be  accounted  for  in  part  or  whole.  It  is  to  be 
presumed  that  the  female  sex  predominates  in  the  State,  and  to  a 
greater  degree  in  the  country  than  in  the  city.  This  is  to  be 
inferred  from  the  fact,  that  although,  in  1849,  among  the  births, 
52.06  per  cent,  were  males  and  47.94  per  cent,  females  in  the 
State,  among  the  deaths  under  five  years  of  age,  53.82  per  cent, 
were  males,  and  46.18  per  cent,  only  were  females  ;  and  that  more 
males  than  females  resort  from  the  country  to  the  city  residence, 
while  the  proportion  of  the  sexes  between  those  who  leave  the 
State  and  those  who  enter  it,  is  probably  such  as  to  afford  no  great 
effect  in  this  particular. 

The  following  statement  will  show  the  proportion  existing 
between  the  sexes  in  several  particulars,  for  the  year  1849 : — 
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TABLE 

E. 

Births. 

Dcathf  under  At*  yeua. 

Whole  number  of  Deaths. 

LoeaUdes. 

Namber. 

ProportioD. 

Number. 

Number. 

Proportion. 

M.         F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

f. 

State, 

City, 
Country, 

1332ai2273  52.06  47.94  41693577  53.82 
5344  51001  51.14  48.862117  1875  53.03 
7985'  7167152.70  47.302052  1702' .54.66 

46.18'l0019|l0208  49^50.47 
46.97  4710  4617  50.50  49.50 
45.34  5309  5591  48.7051.30 

This  abstract  shows  that  the  great  excess  of  male  mortality 
occurs  in  the  earlier  ages.  Had  we  taken  those  who  died  under 
one  year  old,  the  excess  would  have  been  still  greater.  The  dis- 
parity will  be  seen  as  follows : — 

TABLE  L. 


Stati. 

Cnr. 

Coratar. 

Number. 

Proportion 

Number. 

Number. 

Deaths  under  one  ?  Males, 
year  of  age,      ^  Females, 

1994 
1558 

56.13 
43.87 

996 
610 

55.14 

44.86 

998 
748 

57.16 

42.84 

Excess  of  males, 

436 

12.26 

186 

10.28 

250 

14.32 

The  excess  of  males  was,  in  every  10,000 


In  the  whole  State, 

BirOM, 

412 

1226 

764 

dMllu. 

—  94*. 

In  the  Cities, 

228 

1028 

606 

100 

In  the  Country, 

540 

1432 

932 

—260* 

There  are  various  causes  of  death  which  press  with  unequal 
force  upon  the  sexes.  Those  which  seem  to  be  the  severest 
upon  the  male,  are  diseases  of  brain,  except  insanity,  diseases  of 
the  lungs,  except  consumption,  diseases  of  the  heart,  liver, 
most  forms  of  fever,  and  the  various  causes  of  death  by  violence- 
The  mortuary  tables  of  the  last  and  former  years  also  indicate 
quite  clearly  that  those  diseases  which  are  more  or  less  peculiar 
to  the  young,  such  as  cholera  infantum,  croup,  hydrocephalus 
or  water  on  the  brain,  infantile  diseases,  and  ulceration  or  can- 
ker, select  a  major  part  of  their  victims  from  among  the  male  pop- 
ulation. The  majority  of  deaths  from  cholera  were  males,  while 
those  from  dysentery  and  typhus  were  nearly  equal  as  to  sexes. 

*  Kzcess  of  females. 
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The  diseases  which  prove  most  fatal  Bxaong  females  are  anae- 
mia or  consumption  of  the  blood,  cancerous  affections,  consump- 
tion, dropsy,  measles  and  old  age.  Death  produced  by  causes 
connected  with  parturition,  of  course  are  confined  to  the  female 
sex.  Diseases  affecting  the  urinary  organs  are  most  frequent 
among  males,  while  those  affecting  the  organs  of  generation 
prevail  most  among  the  female  sex. 

A  very  great  difference  in  the  sexes  is  found  in  the  deaths  from 
consumption.  In  the  last  five  years  and  eight  months  there  were 
recorded  14,209  deaths  from  this  disease,  whose  sex  was  stated. 
Of  these,  8463,  or  69.49  per  cent.,  were  females,  and  only  6766, 
being  40.61  per  cent.,  were  males.  The  excess  of  the  former  is 
18.98  per  cent.  But,  notwithstanding  this  great  excess  of  female 
mortality  from  this  disease,  in  the  aggregate,  latterly  a  majority 
of  that  portion  of  deaths  from  it  who  were  under  five  years  of 
age  were  males. 

Senility,  or  old  age,  seems  to  have  found  a  larger  number  of 
females  than  males. 

The  Seasons,  also,  exhibit  an  unequal  distribution  Of  mortali- 
ty— an  undue  proportion  of  the  deaths  occurring  in  the  summer 
months.  The  following  table  will  show  the  number  of  each 
sex  that  have  died  during  the  summer  months  of  1849,  in  the 
State,  and  in  the  two  divisions  of  "  City"  and  "  Country,"  togeth- 
er with  the  proportion  which  each  division  bore  to  the  other,  and 
the  per  cent,  which  each  month  sustained  to  the  whole  year,  not 
only  in  each  of  the  divisions,  but  also  in  the  whole  State : — 
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The  foregoing  table  shows  most  plainly  that  the  summer 
months  are  by  far  the  most  fatal  in  either  of  the  divisions,  and  in 
the  whole  State.  In  the  latter,  August  and  September  present  an 
aggregate  of  30.70  per  cent.,  which  is  more  than  double  the 
amount  shown  by  any  other  two  contiguous  months,  and  nearly 
double  the  amount  of  any  two  selected  months.  The  two 
months  above  named  show  a  difference  from  each  other  of  only 
the  half  of  one  per  cent,  in  the  State ;  but  in  the  divisions  of 
city  and  country  it  is  much  greater,  and  stands  against  August  in 
the  former,  and  against  September  in  the  latter.  In  some  of  these 
cities,  isolated,  it  is  still  greater  ;  being  in  the  city  of  Boston,  for 
instance,  19.94  per  cent,  in  August,  and  only  10.88  per  cent, 
in  September.  Previous  to  1840,  September  waa  the  most  fatal 
month  in  the  mortality  of  Boston,  and  prior  to  1820  it  was  in 
October  that  the  most  deaths  occurred.  This  change  has  taken 
place  gradative,  as  Boston  has  become  more  densely  populated, 
and  more  insalubrious  to  its  residents,  particularly  the  younger 
portion  of  them.  In  the  country  districts,  the  abstracts  show  us 
that  September  is  at  this  time  the  most  fatal  of  either  of  the 
twelve  months.  Had  time  permitted  us  to  have  made  the  requi- 
site abstracts  from  the  records,  it  would  most  probably  have  been 
demonstrated  to  us  that  the  excessive  mortality  of  summer  in 
cities,  especially,  was,  to  a  very  unproportional  degree,  sustained 
by  children.  Of  all  who  died  in  the  city  of  Boston,  in  the  months 
of  August  and  September,  1849,  omitting  the  deaths  from  chol^ 
era,  which  mostly  prevailed  among  adults,  we  find  that  66.24  per 
cent,  were  under  five  years  of  age. 

Among  the  diseases  which  seem  to  prefer  particular  seasons  of 
the  year,  we  observe  generally  that  zymotics  and  fhpse  which 
are  severe  upon  tender  life,  mostly  select  the  hot  weather  of  ad- 
vanced summer.  Dysentery  in  its  epidemic  type,  as  it  has  pre- 
vailed of  late,  seems  particularly  to  be  almost  confined  to  a  short 
period,  while  the  arch  disease,  consumption,  runs  through  all 
seasons  with  nearly  equal  results.  We  subjoin  the  mortality  from 
these  two  diseases  in  tl)e  State,  during  the  different  mouths  of 
the  year  1849  : — 

16 
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TABL£  N. 


COHSCMPTION. 

MONTHS. 

DYSSNTERT. 

NOlfBIK* 

Ptr 

Nunsft. 

Per 

H. 

P.   ,   u. 

Total. 

IL 

?. 

u. 

ToteL 

Gent. 

118   177 
125   1S3 
112.  175 
130   175 
1371  178 
1191  166 
125   158 
145|  193 
18l|  187 
109   1ft) 
123,  165 
102   156 
1 

2 

295 
278 
289 
305 
315 
286 
283 
339 
370 
298 
289 
258 
1 

8.18 
7.71 
8.02 
8.46 
8.74 
7.93 
7.85 
9.40 
10.27 
8.26 
8.02 
7.16 

January, 

February, 

March, 

June, 

July, 

August, 

September, 

October, 

November, 

December, 

Unknown, 

10 

10 

7 

10 

14 

19 

78 

378 

491 

163 

92 

20 

1 

11 
9 
8 

10 
9 

13 

69 

a53 

480 

196 

36 

14 

1 

1 
1 

li 

6 
3 

1 

21 

19 

15 

21 

24 

33 

147 

742 

977 

362 

58 

35 

1 

.85 

.77 

.61 

.85 

.98 

1.35 

&00 

90ii3 

39.81 

14.76 

2.36 

1.43 

15262073 

7  !  3606 

100. 

Total, 

1223 

1208 

24 

2455 

100. 

With  the  exception  of  indicating  a  little  larger  proportion  of 
consumptives  in  September,  the  above  gives  a  very  correct  index 
of  the  proportional  distribution  of  those  two  diseases  during  the 
last  five  years,  as  we  learn  from  mathematical  demonstration. 
The  following  abstract  of  deaths  from  dysentery,  corroborates 
the  above  remarkable  results : — 


August, 

September, 

October, 


OXATHl    rmOH   DTSKNTXaT  IN 

1847.  1848.  1849.  Total. 

28  J  732  742  1756 

452  708  977  2137 

187  293  362  842 


Total  for  the  three  months,    920 
The  nine  other  months,         125 


Total  of  dysentery, 


1045 


2170 


2455 


4734 
936 

6670 


The  Ao^s  are  given  in  the  following  table,  accompanied  by 
computations  similar  to  those  for  the  months,  (Table  M,  page 
112,)  which  show  the  relative  degree  that  classes  of  the  commu- 
nity in  the  different  periods  pf  life  suffered  by  death  in  the  year 
1849:— 
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We  have  had  occasion  before  to  allude  to  the  fact,  that  death 
presses  heavily  upon  those  in  early  life.     In  the  most  unmistaka- 
ble language,  the  above  table  demonstrates  this  truth,  and  imparts 
definiteness  to  it.     But,  as  before  intimated,  in  order  to  ascertain 
the  relative  probabilities  of  living,  or  the  '<  expectation  of  life"  at 
any  given  period,  we  must  not  only  know  the  number  of  deaths, 
but  also  the  number  of  the  living  at  the  different  periods.     Of 
this,  however,  we  cannot  at  present  inform  ourselves.     It  is  a 
point  of  much  interest,  and  received  attention  a  few  years  ago, 
80  far  as  Lowell  is  concerned,  with  the  following  results  in  that 
city,  from  1841  to  1845: — The  probabilities  of  surviving    the 
present  period  of  life  were  the  greatest  between  the  ages  of  twen- 
ty and  thirty ;  the  next  greatest  between  ten  and  twenty ;  they 
then  followed  between  thirty  and  forty  ;  forty  and  fifty  j  fifty  and 
sixty ;  under  ten ;  and  the  least  over  sixty.     In  Boston,  during 
the  same  period,  the  results  were  similar,  commencing  however 
one  decade  earlier  in  life.     There  exists  also  a  very  wide  differ- 
ence iti  the  relative  chances  of  life  at  the  several  periods.     In  the 
former  city,  for  instance,  the  statistics  showed  that  the  expecta- 
tion of  life  between  the  ages  of  ten  and  thirty  was  seven  times 
greater  than  it  was  with  those  under  ten  years  old.     It  varies  also 
at  different  seasons  of  the  year ;  thus  it  will  be  noticed  (Table 
M,  page  112,)  that  of  all  ages,  and  throughout  the  Commonwealth, 
the  chances  of  living,  through  the  months  of  August  and  Septem- 
ber, 1849,  were  reduced  to  one  half  of  what  they  were  during  any 
month  of  that  year ;  and  facts  show  us  that  this  reduction  fell 
principally  oh  the  young,  among  whom  it  was  probably  mani- 
fold greater  than  among  those  in  early  maturity.     It  was  greater 
moreover  in  the  cities  than  in  the  rural  districts,  as  is  evident 
from  the  preceding  tables,  (M  and  O.) 

In  the  last  table  we  observe  that,  while  49.81  per  cent,  of  all 
those  who  died  in  the  cities  were  under  ten  years  of  age,  only 
41.11  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  in  the  country  were  from  those  un- 
der ten.  In  the  whole  State  the  per  cent,  under  the  same  age  was 
45.11.  This  is  a  high  rate  to  be  sustained  by  persons  who  have 
not  attained  the  termination  of  the  tenth  year  of  existence,  and, 
so  far  as  we  have  statistics,  speaks  much  more  unfavorably  for 
the  cities  than  the  rest  of  the  State.     The  proportion  existing  be- 
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tween  the  mortality  of  the  cities  and  country  does  not  assimilate 
itself  to  that  which  obtains  between  the  inhabitants  of  these  two 
divisions  in  any  period  of  life  under  the  age  of  sixty  years.  At 
previous  years  it  is  against  the  division  of  cities,  and  generally  the 
most  so  in  those  ages  which  in  the  State  bear  the  higher  per  cent, 
of  mortality.  In  this  connexion  however  due  consideration  should 
be  given  the  fact  of  a  probably  more  full  return  from  the  organ- 
ized cities,  as  well  as  also  to  an  undoubted  difference  which  ex- 
ists in  the  proportion  which  the  living  at  different  ages  bear  to 
the  whole  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  two  divisions.  Still, 
however,  there  is  an  accumulation  of  evidence  that  densely  in- 
habited localities  bear  an  unnecessary  excess  of  mortality,  and 
especially  among  the  young.  It  is  also  evident  that  throughout 
the  State  the  excess  of  early  deaths  is  greater  than  would  exist 
under  proper  sanitary  regulations  which  might  be  pointed  out. 
The  two  most  fatal  diseases,  consumption  and  dysentery,  which 
furnished  more  than  four-tenths  of  the  mortality  of  1848,  and 
more  than  three-tenths  of  that  oif  1849,  were  in  the  latter  year 
distributed  through  different  periods  of  life,  as  shown  in  the  fol- 
lowing table : — 

TABLE  P. 


CONSUMPTION. 

AGES. 

DTSBNTBRY. 

NUXBB. 

Per 

Cent 

NUMBBB. 

Pw 

M. 

F. 

u. 

Total. 

M.    |,. 

V. 

ToteL 

Cent 

211 

171 

5 

387 

10.88 

Under  5, 

777 

581 

22 

1380 

56.72 

23 

22 

. 

45 

1.27 

5    to  10, 

114 

116 

. 

230 

9.45 

19 

59 

. 

78 

2.19 

10  to  15, 

22 

39 

. 

61 

2.51 

67 

198 

. 

265 

7.45 

15  to  20, 

19 

34 

. 

53 

2.18 

309 

525 

1 

a35 

23.49 

20  to  30, 

62 

65 

. 

127 

5.22 

2;^ 

363 

. 

602 

16.93 

30  to  40, 

57 

61 

. 

118 

4.84 

202 

217 

. 

419 

11.79 

40  to  50, 

41 

55 

. 

96 

3.95 

165 

165 

. 

330 

9.28 

50  to  60, 

42 

64 

. 

106 

4.36 

155 

162 

. 

317 

8.92 

60  to  70, 

32 

95 

. 

127 

5.22 

92 

119 

. 

211 

5.94 

70  to  80, 

28 

54 

. 

82 

3.37 

25 

41 

. 

66 

1.86 

Over  80, 

19 

34 

. 

53 

2.18 

19 

31 

1 

51 

- 

Unknown, 

10 

10 

2 

22 

1526 

2073 

7 

3606 

100. 

Total, 

1223  1208 

24 

2455 

100. 

The  foregoing  abstract  exhibits  the  remarkable  fact  that  nearly 
fifty-seven,  in  every  hundred  deaths  from  dysentery,  were  of  per- 
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sons  who  had  not  lived  five  years;  and  Table  N  (page  114) 
shows  it  probable  that  seventy  per  cent,  of  these  died  in  August 
and  September.  It  will  also  be  seen  that  middle  aged  persons 
are  most  subject  to  consumption. 

In  the  abstracts  of  deaths  in  1849,  (pages  16—29)  will  be  found 
the  average  age  of  all  who  died  in  each  town.  It  was  obtained 
by  adding  the  age,  in  years,  months  and  days,  of  each  person  in 
each  town,  and  dividing  it  by  the  number  whose  ages  had  been 
thus  united.  This  item  of  itself,  without  knowing  the  average 
age  of  the  living,  is  a  very  fallacious  test  of  the  valuation  of  life 
in  any  place,  or  the  comparative  value  in  different  places.  If  this 
is  continued  a  few  years,  till  the  abstracts  of  the  census  are  pub- 
lished, some  most  interesting  and  important  deductions  may  be 
obtained. 

OCCUPATIONS. 

Table  XYIII  (page  86)  is  intended  to  illustrate  the  influence 
of  different  vocations  on  health  and  longevity.  The  number 
from  the  different  classes  of  persons  is  so  limited  in  most  cases, 
however,  that  it  would  be  unsafe  to  take  the  average  ages  given, 
as  the  representative  number  expressing  the  general  law.  When 
observations  upon  the  various  points  shall  become  sufficiently  ex- 
tensive, important  results  may  be  deduced  in  relation  to  the  value 
of  life  under  different  occupational  circumstances. 

There  are  a  few  of  the  more  common  pursuits  of  life  that 
include  a  sufficient  number  in  the  table  to  furnish  statements 
which  closely  approximate  the  truth.  Thus,  of  cLgricuUwists  or 
farmersy  we  find  nearly  five  thousand  (4974)  with  an  average  age 
of  63.83  yeara.  Of  ordinary  laborers  there  were  2283,  many  of 
whom  were  probably  foreigners,  with  less  healthy  habitations 
than  the  home  of  the  planter.  With  the  laborer  we  find  the 
average  age  to  be  only  45.39,  being  18.44  years  less  than  the 
average  life  of  the  husbandman.  A  similar  disparity  is  noticed, 
also,  in  examining  the  number  of  each  of  those  classes  which 
were  furnished  by  the  separate  years. 

Again,  let  us  compare  the  two  trades,  carpenters,  who  are  not 
confined  by  their  labors  to  one  place,  or  to  in-door  influences, 
and  the  shoemaker,  who  is  subjeoti  under  present  arrangratents  in 
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most  workshops,  to  serious  influences,  tending  to  deteriorate 
health  and  abridge  life.  The  662  carpenters  lived  an  average 
age  of  49.28  years,  while  the  1011  shoemakers  enjoyed  an  avei^ 
age  life  of  only  43.04  years,  being  6.24  years  less  than  their  more 
fortunate  brethren  just  alluded  to,  and  20.79  years  less  than  the 
highly  favored  farmer.  This  difference,  though  quite  sufficiently 
important  to  arrest  attention,  receives  additional  claims  to  notice, 
when  we  consider  th^  the  race  which  finds  a  goal  at  such  une- 
qual distances,  does  not  commence  prior  to  the  21$t  year  of  life. 
Taking  the  extreme  cases,  we  find  the  farmer  and  the  shoemaker, 
at  the  age  of  20,  with  a  prospect  of  living  43.83  years  extended 
to  the  former,  while  that  of  the  latter  is  curtailed  to  only  23.04 
years,  showing  a  difference  of  nearly  one  hundred  per  cent.  Lay- 
ing aside  all  considerations  more  elevated  than  those  of  merely  a 
pecuniary  element,  and  we  find  the  farmer  paying  the  same  pre- 
mium for  life  or  health  assurance  as  those  of  other  callings  in  life, 
although  the  latter  may  have  no  chance  of  living  much  more 
than  one  half  as  long  as  the  former.  But  there  are  other  and 
far  higher  considerations,  which,  it  is  believed,  will  commend 
themselves  to  the  interested. 

LAWS  OF  MORTALITY. 

It  has  been  the  aim  in  the  preceding  pages  to  confine  the 
remarks  to  the  legitimate  purpose  of  setting  forth  briefly,  and 
without  speculative  comment,  the  abstracted  truths  which  were 
found  concealed  in  the  returns.  On  a  revision  for  generalization, 
several  principles  become  apparent,  which  deserve  collecting  into 
a  more  definite  statement.  It  is  not  deemed  within  the  province 
of  this  Report,  even  here,  to  go  into  detail  upon  the  points  which 
the  important  suggestions  invite. 

Among  the  cardinal  facts  we  notice. 

First. — That,  after  making  due  allowance  for  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, the  mortality  of  1848  and  1849  appears  to  be  nearly  equal  in 
the  proportion  it  sustained  to  the  living.  It  appears  evident  that 
it  was  much  over  two  per  cent,  throughout  the  Commonwealth. 
In  1849  it  was  2.053,  or  one  death  in  48.70,  (Table  A,  page  92,) 
to  the  population  of  1860.  Making  deductions  however  for  those 
towns  which  gave  no  returns,  and  it  was  somewhat  higher, 
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(2.086  per  cent.,  or  one  in  47.96.)  Prom  an  accumulation  of 
facts,  it  is  evident  that  it  might  be  reduced  and  kept  as  low  as 
1.50,  or  at  least  1.75  per  cent.  Had  the  mortality  been  as  low  as 
1.666  per  cent.,  or  one  death  in  60  of  the  living,  it  would  have 
saved  more  than  4000,  or  one-fifth  of  the  deaths  in  each  of  the 
years  of  1848  and  1849.  These  ten  deaths  a-day  through  the 
whole  period,  may  therefore  be  set  down  upon  this  estimation  as 
having  occurred  unnecessarily.  The  inevitable  conclusion  from 
this  is,  that  much  might  be  done^  by  instituting  proper  sanitary 
improvements^  for  the  preservation  and  general  welfare^  physical- 
ly^ socially,  morally  and  pecuniarily j  of  our  citizens. 

Secondly. — It  is  observable  moreover  that  some  localities  were 
much  higher  than  the  general  average.  In  the  nine  Eastern 
Counties,  for  instance,  it  was  2.131  per  cent.,  or  one  death  in 
46.92  of  the  inhabitants ;  while  in  the  five  Western  Counties,  it 
was  only  1.87  per  cent.,  or  one  in  53.47.  In  Suffolk  County  the 
rate  of  mortality  was  the  highest,  being  3.645  per  cent.,  or  one  in 
27.44  of  the  living  ;  and  generally  it  was  high  in  proportion  to 
the  density  of  the  population,  if  we  except  some  of  the  secondary 
cities,  which  had  been  taught  by  previous  epidemics  to  use  pre- 
ventive measures.  In  the  division  of  cities,  as  noticed  in  the  pre- 
ceding pages,  it  was  2.833  per  cent.,  or  one  in  35.30,  while  the 
rest  of  the  State,  under  the  bead  of  Country,  even  after  making 
the  necessary  allowance  for  those  towns  which  made  no  returns, 
it  was  only  1.704  per  cent,  or  one  in  68.69,  being,  as  will  be 
seen,  nearly  as  favorable  as  the  rate  to  which  we  estimated  that 
the  mortality  of  the  whole  State  might  be  reduced.  This  teaches 
us  where  attention  to  sanitary  improvement  is  most  needed — nay, 
demanded,  and  where  it  would  be  rewarded  by  the  most  benefi- 
cial results.* 


*  It  is  not  our  desipi  to  descend  to  particulars  loo  minote.  It  may  not  be  oat  of  place,  bow- 
ever,  to  say  that  Boston,  in  1849,  showed  one  death  to  26.99  of  the  population,  or  3.704  per  cent. ; 
and  in  Lowell  the  rate  was  one  in  36.97,  or  2.705  per  cent.  Some  sections  of  these  cities  are 
from  6fly  to  one  hundred  per  cent,  more  unfavorable  than  other  sections.  It  may  not  be  im- 
proper here,  also,  to  add  a  few  of  the  many  similar  items  which  mig;fat  be  inserted. 

Of  Lowell,  says  Rev.  Mr.  Wood,  the  philanthropic  and  humane  minister  at  large  of  that  city, 
"  There  is  one  infraction  of  the  laws  of  life  and  health  among  the  poor,  which.  I  think,  should  be 
brought  more  prominently  before  the  public.  This  is  in  connection  with  their  habiutions.  Their 
rooms  are  generally  not  ventilated  at  all.  From  six  to  ten  persons  frequently  sleep  in  a  single 
room,  and  sometimes  in  one  bad.  .  .  .  Cellars  areoccupiad  in  vary  damp  locatiooi,  where  water 
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Thirdly. — It  seems  manifest  that  the  excess  of  mortality  above 
a  medium  rate  is  due  to  the  prevalence  of  epidemics,  and  diseases 
peculiar  to  the  young.  Where  certain  insalubrious  influences  are 
permitted  to  exist;  there  is  generated  what  an  eminent  sanitarian* 
terms  a  <<  typhoid  atmosphere,"  but  which,  we  think,  would  bear 
the  modification  as  expressed  by  epidemic  or  zymotic  condition  of 
the  atmosphere.  Of  all  diseases,  epidemics  seem  to  inflict  upon 
the  community  the  greatest  degree  of  terror,  devastation,  and 
death,  while  at  the  same  time  they  are  the  most  easily  avoided, 
and  their  unwelcome  visitations  prevented  by  the  observance  of 
obvious  sanitary  regulations.  This  class  of  the  agents  of  death 
appear  to  possess  the  province  of  a  general  valuation  committee, 
and  pronounce,  quite  distinctly,  the  laws  relative  to  the  expectation 
or  value  of  human  life,  in  both  rural  and  urban  districts,  and  even 
in  circumscribed  parts  of  cities ;  and,  with  great  impartiality,  they 
doom  each  particular  location  by  a  most  equitable  standard,  ac- 
cording to  a  compliance  with,  or  disobedience  of,  the  principles  of 
health.  This  indicates  in  some  measure  what  particular  sources 
of  mortality  should  receive  special  attention,  in  eflecting  improve- 
ments in  sanitation. 

Fourthly. — It  has  been  shown,  (p.  113,  &c.)  that  the  latter 

frequently  stands  in  drops  on  the  walls,  and  in  wel  times  can  be  wmng^  from  the  sheets  of  the 
bed.  Two-thirds  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city,  probably,  would  not  deposit  their  vegetables 
where  not  a  few  families  reside.  I  know  of  one  case,  where,  in  two  connected  rooms  in  a  cel- 
lar— and  lighted  by  only  three  small  penes  of  green  glass  covered  with  cobwebs,  and  where,  on 
entering,  I  stumbled  over  the  beds,  because  I  could  not  see  them— four  families,  amounting  to 
Iwenlj-lwo  souls,  were  living!"  A  lale  dispensary  physician  of  the  same  city,  writes :  "  Very 
few  arc  aware  of  the  hundreds  of  places  now  inhabited  by  a  horde  in  a  horrid  condition.  One 
week  ago  I  entered  a  house  in  a  central  location,  and  found  it  occupied  by  one  store  and  twen- 
ty-five different  families,  embracing  one  hundred  and  twenty  persons,  more  than  half  of 
whom  were  adults !  In  one  of  the  rooms,  which  was  inhabited  by  two  families,  I  found  one  of 
the  families  to  consist  of  a  man,  his  wife,  and  eight  children,  (four  of  whom  were  over  fiAeen 
years  of  age,)  and  four  adult  boarders  !" 

Of  Boston,  Dr.  Buckingham,  late  dispensary  physician,  writes  :  "  I  have  seen  the  tide  pouring 
into  a  back  yard,  from  all  four  sides,  to  the  depth  of  a  foot ;  and  have  known  men  to  sail  around 
their  kitchens  in  pursuit  of  their  dinners,  and  coast  along  the  shores  of  their  cellars  in  tubs,  for 
their  winter's  wood  \"  In  the  City  Physician's  Report  on  the  Cholera  in  Boston,  in  184d,  we 
find  that "  one  cellar  was  reported  to  the  police,  to  be  occupied  nightly,  as  a  sleeping  apart- 
ment, by  thirty-nine  persons !  In  another,  the  tide  had  arisen  so  high  that  it  was  necessary  to 
approach  the  bedside  of  a  patient,  by  means  of  a  plank,  which  was  placed  from  one  stool  to 
another,  while  the  dead  body  of  an  infant  was  actually  sailing  about  the  room  in  its  coffin  !" 

*  Annual  Address  on  Public  Health,  before  the  Medical  Society  and  Legislature  of  New 
York,  by  A.  H.  Stevens,  M.  D.,  L.L.  D.    Anembly  I>«cument,  No.  174.    1860. 
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part  of  summer  and  the  early  part  of  autumn,  particularly  the 
months  of  August  and  September,  are  by  far  the  most  fatal.  The 
laws  of  mortality,  as  exhibited  in  our  records,  teach  us  that  the 
chances  of  surviving  the  months  above  named,  are  not  one  half 
as  great  as  those  of  any  month  in  the  year.  It  is  true,  placement 
furnishes  some  modification,  for  in  densely  populated  neighbor- 
hoods the  disproportion  is  very  much  greater  than  this  even. 
This  informs  us  at  what  particular  season  the  subject  of  sanitary 
improvement  should  receive  increased  attention. 

Fifthly. — It  is  also  evident  from  a  large  array  of  facts,  without 
any  per  contra^  that  the  innocent  young,  who  have  not  the 
knowledge  or  power  to  appeal  for  themselves,  suffer  enormously 
beyond  their  due  proportion  the  penalty  of  sanitary  neglect. 
Of  all  those  who  died  in  the  cities,  nearly  one-third  (31.79  per 
cent.,  page  115,)  had  not  lived  two  years,  and  one  half,  (49.81 
per  cent.)  were  not  yet  ten  years  of  age.  In  the  whole  State 
more  than  a  quarter  (28.73  per  cent.)  of  the  mortality  was  among 
those  under  two  years  old,  while  nine  out  of  every  twenty  (45.11 
per  cent.)  were  under  ten.  This  shows  in  some  degree,  in  whose 
behalf  the  subject  should  receive  earnest  attention.  And  it  may 
be  proper  to  add, — 

Sixthly. — Says  the  late  sagacious  Dr.  Rush :  '<  To  all  natural 
evil  the  Author  of  Nature  has  kindly  prepared  an  antidote.  Pes- 
tilential fevers  furnish  no  exception  of  this  remark.  The  means 
of  preventing  them  are  as  much  under  the  power  of  human  rea- 
son and  industry  as  the  means  of  preventing  the  evils  of  light- 
ning and  common  fire.  I  am  so  satisfied  of  the  truth  of  this 
opinion  that  I  look  for  the  time  when  our  courts  of  law  shall 
punish  cities  and  villages  for  permitting  any  of  the  sources  of 
malignant  fevers  to  exist  within  their  jurisdiction."  The  General 
Board  of  Health  in  England,  with  the  Earl  of  Carlisle  (better 
known  here  as  Lord  Morpeth)  at  its  head,  say:  "The  British 
Parliament  has  legislated  on  the  conclusion,  submitted  with  an 
accumulation  of  demonstrable  evidence,  that  the  causes  of  epi- 
demic, endemic  and  contagious  diseases  are  removable,  and  that 
the  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  constituted  authorities  to  remove 
such  causes,  as  far  as  they  are  obviously  within  their  control,  is  a 
punishable  offence.     The  foundation  which  the  legislature  has 
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thus  laid  for  the  physical  and  consequently  for  the  moral  im- 
provement of  the  people,  is  recognized.  Half  a  century  ago,  it 
was  said  by  a  great  physician  and  philanthropist,  that  the  time 
would  come  when  the  legislature  would  punish  communities  for 
neglecting  the  known  means  of  preserving  the  public  health,  and 
that  prediction  the  British  Parliament  has  been  the  first  to  real- 
ize."* This  indicates  where  the  moving  power  lies,  for  establish- 
ing sanitary  improvements,  and,  with  the  preceding  remarks,  in- 
timates a  line  of  procedure. 

Disease. — An  important  service  would  be  rendered,  could  the 
amount  of  disability,  and  consequent  diminution  of  the  physical 
power  and  productive  resources  of  the  Commonwealth,  be  drawn 
from  the  records.  In  England,  and  on  the  Continent,  large  atten- 
tion has  been  given  to  the  subject  of  Public  Health.  Among 
other  points,  they  have  endeavored  to  ascertain  the  proportion 
which  the  deaths  bear  to  the  sick.  Their  conclusions  tally  with 
those  from  investigations  at  home.  Admitting  the  testimony  of 
our  transatlantic  neighbors  as  corroborative  of  facts  here,  and  it 
appears  in  evidence,  that,  at  a  moderate  estimate,  there  are  twenty 
cases  of  sickness  to  one  death,  and  that  the  average  duration  of 
these  was  one-tenth  of  a  year.  This  would  give  for  each  of  the 
years  1848  and  1849,  400,000  attacks  of  sickness,  equalling 
40,000  constantly  sick.  Of  these,  upon  the  admitted  estimation, 
80,000  cases  of  sickness,  equalling  an  average  of  8000  constantly 
sick,  were  unnecessary,  as  they  might  have  been  prevented  by 
the  operation  of  proper  health  measures. 

Health. — Says  His  Excellency  Governor  Boutwell :  "  How 
much  of  human  happiness  and  how  little  of  human  misery  are 
associated  with  these  words !  [Health  and  Home.]  Health — no 
learning,  wealth,  influence,  fame  or  success  in  life,  will  compen- 
sate us  for  its  loss ;  and  when  lost  there  is  no  learning,  wealth, 
fame,  influence  or  success,  which  we  value  in  comparison  with  it. 
We  are  constituted,  not  only  with  a  personal  desire  for  health,  but 
with  a  keen,  admiring  sense  of  its  existence  in  others."! 

*  Report  of  the  Gleneral  Board  of  Health  on  Quarantine,  presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment, by  command  of  Her  Majesty,  1849.  The  Public  Health  act,  here  alluded  to,  went  into 
force  August  31, 1849,  and  within  a  few  months  Liverpool  alone  closed  about  8000  cellars  and 
condemned  about  2000  filthy  houses. 

t  Address  at  the  Middlesex  Agrienltnral  Fair,  1850. 
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We  have  noticed  the  excessive  mortality,  and  hinted  upon  the 
opinion  of  those  who  have  made  large  inrestigations,  that  it  was 
unnecessarily  high.  The  standard  of  public  health  among  those 
who  do  not  consider  themselves  actually  sick|  undoubtedly  varies, 
in  some  degree,  in  accordance  with  the  degree  of  mortality  in  the 
community.  The  same  measures  which  would  avoid  great  mo^ 
tality,  and  prevent  disease,  would,  on  the  same  principle,  also, 
elevate  the  degree  of  health,  and  increase  the  vital  powers  and 
productive  force.  "  Under  the  most  favorable  circumstances," 
says  Dr.  Ware,  President  of  the  State  Medical  Society,  "  where 
there  is  neither  depreciation  of  health  nor  abridgment  of  life,  the 
annual  income  might  be  more  than  doubled,  and  the  comfort  and 
happiness,  moral  dignity  and  intellectual  power  of  the  Common- 
wealth, might  be  increased  in  proportion."  In  the  preceding 
pages,  therefore,  lie  many  suggestions  of  the  highest  importance 
to  our  fellow-citizens,  which  earnestly  commend  themselves  to 
the  calm  but  operative  consideration  of  the  philanthropist,  the 
political  economist,  and  the  sagacious  statesman. 
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NOTES. 

It  has  been  the  cnstom  in  former  reports,  to  insert  more  or  less  copious  extracts 
from  the  notes  of  City  and  Town  Clerks,  which  accompanied  their  returns.  It  is 
proposed  in  the  present  instance  simply  to  notice,  with  suitable  brevity,  the  points 
of  incompleteness  found  to  prevail  in  some  of  the  returns.  This  is  done  with  the 
double  purpose  of  informing  the  interested  who  may  make  use  of  the  various  facts 
embraced  in  this  Report ;  and  to  furnish  some  hints  to  those  whom  the  laws  re- 
quire to  make  the  returns. 

We  have  stated  that  the  records  forwurded  to  this  office,  of  late,  are  mor«  full 
and  complete  than  formerly ;  yet  there  is  still  room  for  some  improvements,  as 
wiU  be  observed.  Although  it  cannot  be  expected  that  the  registrais  and  clerks 
will  give  the  scientific  names  to  all  the  Causes  of  Death,  yet  some  improvements 
might  be  made  in  this  particular.  We  have  found  in  the  returns  a  wide  range, 
from  the  most  professional  technicalities  to  the  most  common  place  names,  given 
as  diseases, — ^from  DothinenUritia  and  Carebro-mefdngUisy  to  ColUry  and  L^for- 
matum  of  ihe  Brtdna,  In  the  present  returns,  the  place  of  death,  and  some 
other  items,  have  been  required,  which  were  not  sought  by  the  former  blanks.  In 
this  way,  many  who  died  in  one  town  and  were  buried  in  another,  have  been  de- 
tected in  the  returns  from  both  towns,  and  rejected  in  our  abstracts  of  the  returns 
from  that  town  where  they  did  not  reside. 

Several  of  the  towns  also  gave  the  record  of  events  of  past  years,  in  some  in- 
stances going  back  as  far  as  1816.  All  such  of  course  were  omitted  in  this 
Report  The  actual  number  of  different  individuals  who  were  either  bom,  mar- 
ried, or  died  within  the  twenty  months,  and  coming  legitimately  in  this  Report, 
besides  those  giving  information  of  nativity,  parentage,  &.C.,  was  90,810.  Much 
tune  and  labor  would  have  been  saved  had  these  been  recorded  in  the  datal  order 
of  the  events.  Instead  of  which,  however,  it  was  almost  universally  the  case  that 
they  were  inserted  on  the  records,  not  only  without  any  sort  of  order  as  to  months, 
but  the  two  years  were  also  intermingled,  exhibiting  the  whole  twenty  months  in 
nearly  every  possible  degree  of  combination  and  confusion.  Below,  we  designate 
some  other  particulars. 

BARNSTABLE  COUNTY. 

All  the  towiw  in  this  county  are  represented  in  the  returns,  except  Barnstable^ 
which  made  no  returns  of  deaths  in  1849,  and  DemMj  which  has  neglected  to 
make  returns  of  either  births,  marriages  or  deaths  since  1844. 

Births. — ^Returns  generally  good — names  omitted  in  some  towns,  especially 
Harwich,  Piovincetown,  and  Truio.  Only  one  birth  in  the  whole  county  whose 
sex  is  not  stated  in  1848,  and  one  in  1849. 

Marriages.— Records  defective  as  to  ages  in  the  towns  of  Barnstable  and 
Sandwich,  and  entirely  wanting  in  Wellfleet  The  latter  town  is  also  very  de- 
ficient in  dales  and  other  particulars. 
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Deaths. — In  1849,  the  age$  of  all  but  13  in  the  connty  axe  stated ;  and  the 
dbeaatt  of  all  bat  37  in  1848,  and  28  in  1849.  These  latter  occurred  principally 
in  Harwich,  Orleans,  and  Sandwich.  Sex  was  omitted  in  2  instances  in  1848, 
and  15  in  1849, — of  which  13  weie  in  Chatham,  and  mostly  under  five  years  of 
age. 

BERKSHIRE  COUNTY. 

The  Registration  Law  has  never  reached  the  town  of  Chuildrtj  as  they  have 
made  no  returns  to  this  office  since  its  first  enactment  in  1842.  Boston  Comer 
has  never  made  any  returns  excepting  of  births  in  1849.  AVti)  Mifird  made  no 
returns  in  1848. 

Births. — Clarksburg  and  New  Ashford  made  no  returns  of  births  in  1849. 
Sex  is  stated  in  all  cases  but  3  in  1848,  (which  were  in  Hinsdale,)  and  1  in  1849. 
Parentagt  is  neglected  too  much  in  Hinsdale,  Monterey,  Otis,  West  Stockbridge 
and  Williamstown,  and  is  wanting  altogether  in  the  town  of  Stockbridge,  bat  by 
oversight  were  inserted  as  American  in  pages  3  and  17  of  this  Report. 

Marriaoes. — Ashford,  Florida,  Hancock,  Peru,  Stockbridge,  and  West  Stock- 
bridge,  made  no  return  of  marriages  in  1848 ';  and  Clarksburg,  Mount  Washing- 
ton, Peru,  Richmond  and  Stockbridge  made  none  in  1849.  •%»  were  not  stated 
fully  in  Great  Barrington,  Lee  and  Sandisfied.  JVoitvity  not  noted  at  all  in  Savoy. 

Deaths. — Generally  more  complete  thaitf  births  and  marriages.  Sex  is  stated 
in  all  instances  but  10  in  1848,  and  5  in  1849.  *^lges  omitted  in  20  cases  in  1849. 
Diseases  not  stated  in  36  cases  in  1848,  and  69  in  1849,  an  undue  proportion  of 
which  were  in  Adams  and  Pittsfield.  Otis  reported  but  one  death  in  1849,  and  is 
doubtless  very  imperfect 

BRISTOL  COUNTY. 

With  the  exception  of  BerAiey,  which  omitted  marriages  in  1848,  every  town  in 
this  county  is  represented  in  the  returns. 

Births. — Generally  complete  and  full  retains.  iSex  defined  in  every  instance 
in  1848,  and  all  bat  7  in  1849.  Parentage  not  so  fully  stated  in  1848  as  in  1849. 
The  towns  most  deficient  in  this  particular  are  Fall  River,  Pawtucket  and  Taunton. 

Marriages. — ^In  nearly  all  of  the  towns,  and  especially  in  Dighton,  New  Bed- 
ford, Pawtucket,  Raynham,  Rehoboth,  Seekonk,  and  Taunton,  the  records  are 
defective  as  to  ages.  Several  towns  also  omit  to  state  whether  the  marriage  was 
a  first,  or  subsequent  one.  But  few  towns  in  the  county  have  specified  the  naUmty 
of  those  married.  A  curious  difficulty  occurs  in  Fall  River.  The  Catholic 
Church  stands  on  the  state  line,  and  that  part  of  it  where  the  marriage  ceremony 
is  perforfhed,  is  in  the  state  of  Rhode  Island.  The  laws  of  Massachusetts  are  not 
construed^io  reach  these  oases,  although  they  are  citizens  of  Fall  River. 

DEA^HS.—'Hie.cawc  of  death  was  not  stated  in  65  cases  in  1848,  and  127 
oases  in  1849.  These  occurred  mostly  in  Mansfield  and  Taunton,  which  were 
grossly  deficient  in  this  respect  A  disproportionately  large  number  of  those 
whos6  sex  was  not  stated  are  also  found  in  Mansfield. 

DUKES  COUNTY. 
Births. — Of  the  164  births  in  Dukes  County,  during  the  twenty  months,  158 
were  of  American  parentage,  3  of  foreign,  and  3  unknown. 
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Marriages  were  omitted  in  1848  in  EdgarUnm, 

Deaths. — No  returns  were  received  from  CkUmark  in  1849. 

ESSEX  COUNTY. 

Every  town  in  this  county  made  returns  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  with 
the  single  exception  of  the  births  of  1848  in  Jjynnfidd.  The  new  town  of  Qrvot- 
landwBs  incorporated  in  1850,  and  taken  from  Bradford. 

Births. — Sex  was  specified  in  all  but  3  cases  in  1848,  and  11  in  1849.  Of  the 
latter,  8  occurred  in  Rockport  Parentage  too  much  neglected  in  Amesbury, 
Methuen  and  Wenham ;  and  altogether  omitted  in  Georgetown  in  1848,  and  Sau- 
gus  in  1848  and  1849. 

Marriages. — ^The  nativity  was  not  stated  as  fully  as  desirable  in  Amesbury, 
Andover,  Haverhill,  Lawrence,  Lynn,  Salisbury,  Topsfield  and  Wenham.  The 
ages  of  parties  married  presents  the  greatest  deficiency  in  this  county.  Among 
the  worst  in  this  respect  are  the  returns  from  Lawrence  and  Salem.  The  city  of 
Salem  is  extremely  deficient  in  almost  every  point  of  information  required  by  law. 
The  ages  are  stated  in  only  13  instances  out  of  269  marriages  in  this  city,  during 
the  period  of  this  Report. 

Deaths. — There  were  12  deaths  in  1848  and  26  in  1849  whose  sex  was  not 
specified,  an  undue  proportion  of  which  were  in  Methuen  and  Salem,  ^ges  were 
omitted  in  19  cases  in  1848,  and  49  in  1849.  The  greatest  number  of  these 
which  occurred  in  any  one  town  was  7  in  Gloucester.  The  number  in  the  county 
whose  disease  was  not  stated,  was  41  in  1848  and  86  in  1849.  No  town  however 
contained  over  4  of  them,  except  Newbury,  in  which  12  occurred. 

FRANKLIN  COUNTY. 

This  county  has  generally  been  the  most  negligent  part  of  the  State  in  com- 
plying with  the  law ;  and  the  period  covered  by  this  Report  forms  no  exception  in 
point  of  deficiency.  Conway  made  returns  of  births  only,  for  this  Report,  which 
is  the  only  return  received  from  that  place  since  1844.  DetrfiM  neglected  to 
make  returns  of  births  in  1848  and  1849.  Hatdey  returned  no  marriages.  Heath 
returned  births  for  1849,  which  is  the  only  record  received  from  that  town  foi  two 
or  three  years.  Leyden  returned  no  births  in  1849.  Munroe  made  no  returns  at 
all  in  1848,  and  says  there  were  no  marriages  in  1849.  Montague  returned  no 
marriages  in  1848,  and  Botoe  none  in  1848  or  1849,  nor  has  it  since  1845. 

Births. — Sex  is  not  specified  in  14  cases  in  1848,  and  21  cases  in  1849.  Most 
of  these  occurred  in  Montague  and  Northfield.  Parentage  is  not  stated  at  all  in 
Greenfield,  and  the  records  are  too  meagre  in  Hawley  and  Montague.  It  is  also 
omitted  in  Warwick  in  1848. 

Marriages. — *^ges  are  omitted  in  Northfield  more  than  in  any  other  town. 

Deaths.— Sex,  omitted  in  22  cases  in  1848,  and  13  in  1849.  Those  of  the 
former  period  were  principally  in  Northfield.  .%e  was  omitted  in  22  cases  in 
1848,  and  31  in  1849.  Of  the  latter,  14  were  in  Northfield.  Disease  was  omitted 
in  77  cases  in  1848,  and  74  in  1849.  These  were  mostly  in  Greenfield,  where 
there  was  not  the  record  of  a  single  death  accompanied  with  its  cause.  Hawley, 
Leverett  and  Warwick,  were  also  very  deficient  in  this  particular. 
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HAICPDKN  COUNTY. 

Aside  from  Montgomery  and  RusstU,  which  made  no  return  of  marriages  in 

1848,  Hampden  County  is  fully  represented. 

The  new  town  of  Holyoke  was  incorporated  in  1850,  and  was  formerly  a  part 
of  West  Springfield. 

Births. — Sex  and  parentagt  were  more  neglected  in  Palmer  than  in  any  other 
town.    In  Wilbraham,  also,  the  latter  did  not  receive  due  attention. 

Marriages. — ^e9,  occupation  of  groom  and  place  of  birth,  almost  entirely 
wanting  in  Chicopee  and  Springfield.  •%«,  also,  omitted  very  often  in  Ludlow, 
West  Springfield  and  Wilbraham. 

Deaths. — iSer  was  not  specified  in  5  cases  in  1848,  and  12  in  1849,  which  is 
about  one  per  cent  .^ge  was  omitted  in  6  cases  in  1848,  and  24  in  1849,  most 
of  which  were  in  Palmer  and  West  Springfield.  The  disease  was  not  stated  in 
22  cases  in  1848,  and  67  in  1849.  Of  these  latter,  22  were  in  Chicopee,  and  13  in 
Westfield. 

HAMPSHIRE  COUNTY. 

Records  of  marriages  are  wanting  in  1848,  firom  East  Han^rion  and  Plair^di. 
All  other  towns  in  this  county  are  represented. 

Births. — Sex  is  stated  in  all  but  3  instances  in  1848,  and  6  in  1849.  Parmltagt 
is  neglected  entirely  in  Enfield  and  Southampton. 

Marriages. — Ndiivitif  is  omitted  in  Southampton  and  Worthington.  •%«  is 
too  often  omitted  in  Northampton,  Pelham,  Ware  and  Southampton. 

Deaths. — Returns  of  deaths  were  generally  complete  firom  all  the  towns,  un- 
less we  except,  perhaps.  South  Hadley,  where  the  ages  of  10,  and  the  mx  of  4 
were  omitted.  The  cause  of  death  was  given  in  all  but  17  cases  in  1848,  and 
25  in  1849. 

MIDDLESEX  COUNTY. 

Biilenca  and  SUno  made  no  returns  of  deaths  in  1848,  and  LUUeton  none  of 
births  in  1849.    Otherwise,  the  county  is  fully  represented. 

The  new  towns  of  Melrose  and  Winchester  were  incorporated  in  1850.  The 
former  was  taken  from  Maiden,  and  the  latter  from  Medford,  West  Cambridge  and 
Wobum. 

Births. — In  1848  the  sex  was  stated  in  all  but  15  cases,  and  in  all  but  52  in 

1849.  The  largest  proportion  of  these  in  both  years,  were  found  in  Charlestown 
and  Framingham.  The  parentage  was  not  specified  with  sufficient  completeness 
in  Cambridge  and  Charlestown,  and  it  was  entirely  neglected  in  Concord  and 
West  Cambridge. 

Marriages. — JS/atimty  was  too  much  neglected  in  the  returns  of  many  towns. 
In  Lowell  the  number  whose  nativity  is  unknown  should  be  114,  instead  of  118, 
on  page  23.  The  ages^  and  whether  first  or  subsequent  marriage,  received  too 
)ittl0  attention  in  Acton,  Cambridge,  Charlestown,  Framingham,  Lowell,  Newton 
and  SomerviUe. 

Deaths. — Sex  was  not  stated  in  52  cases  in  1848,  and  28  cases  in  1849,  an 
undue  proportion  of  which  were  in  Acton,  Newton,  Pepperell,  and  South  Reading. 
The  ages  were  undeQned  in  49  cases  in  1848,  an4  35  in  1849,    More  than  half  of 
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the  latter  were  in  South  Re&diDg  and  Stoneham.  The  number  whose  ages  are 
known,  in  South  Reading,  page  23,  should  be  53  instead  of  33,  as  there  given. 
Diseases  were  omitted  in  98  instances  in  1848,  and  159  in  1849.  Of  the  latter 
43  were  in  Cambridge,  and  36  in  Lowell.  Other  towns,  deficient  in  this  particu- 
lar, were  Dracut,  Maiden,  and  Newton, 

NANTUCKET  COUNTY. 
Births. — Of  the  208  births  in  Nantucket,  in  1848  and  1849,  both  parents  were 
natives  of  that  island  in  200  cases. 

NORFOLK  COUNTY, 

Returns  were  received  fh>m  the  whole  of  this  county  except  those  of  deaths,  in 

1848,  from  the  town  of  Braintree. 

Births. — There  were  5  births  in  1848,  and  12  in  1849,  whose  sex  was  not 
stated.  In  both  years  Dorchester  furnished  about  one  half  of  these.  •  Parentage 
was^too  much  neglected  in  Quincy  and  Roxbury,  and  entirely  omitted  in  Sharon, 
Stoughton,  and  Wrentham. 

Marriages. — MUwUy  was  too  much  neglected  in  Dorchester  and  Roxbmy, 
and  wanting  in  the  returns  from  Sharon.  The  record  of  ages  was  imperfect  from 
Milton,  Quincy,  and  Roxbuiy. 

Deaths. — iSSe:c  was  stated  in  all  but  11  cases  in  1848,  and  13  in  1849.  Quincy 
was  the  most  deficient  in  the  former  year,  and  Roxbury  in  the  latter.  The  ages 
were  stated  in  all  but  22  cases  in  1848,  and  23  in  1849.  Diseases  were  omitted 
in  24  cases  in  1848,  and  64  in  1849 ;  of  which  22  were  in  the  returns  from 
Roxbury. 

In  the  return  from  Cohasset  the  clerk  says :  ^*  On  the  7th  of  October,  1849,  the 
brig  St  Johns  was  wrecked  <hi  our  shore,  and  about  100  lives  were  lo0t ;  50  bodies 
of  which  have  been  collected  and  buried  in  our  burying  ground — some  in  Scituat9 
some  in  Hull,  and  Boston."    These  have  been  omitted  in  this  Report 

PLYMOUTH  COUNTY. 

HvU  made  no  returns  of  marriages  in  1848,  or  of  deaths  in  1849.  Perhaps 
there  were  none.    Otherwise  the  county  is  complete. 

Births. — Sex  was  omitted  in  13  cases  in  1848,  and  15  cases  in  1849.  Of 
those  of  the  former  year  11  were  in  Plymouth ;  13  of  the  latter  were  also  in  the 
same  town.    Parentage  was  omitted  in  Bridgewater  and  Middleborough. 

Marriages. — MUivUy  was  omitted  in  Middleborough,  as  was  also  age^  and  in 
Plymouth. 

DEATHS.~iS;ez  was  stated  in  all  but  5  cases  in  1848,  and  2  in  1849.  .^e  in 
all  but  10  in  the  former  year,  and  21  in  the  latter,  most  of  which  were  in  Middle- 
borough and  Scituate.    The  diseases  were  omitted  in  50  cases  in  1848,  and  79  in 

1849,  of  which  Abington  contributed  the  most 

Scituate  returned  8  as  ^  passengers  in  the  ill  fated  St  Johns,  wrecked  on  Co- 
hasset Rocks." 

SUFFOLK  COUNTY. 
This  county  was  never  complete  until  1849— the  city  of  Boston  never  having 
complied  with  the  law  prior  to  that  time. 
17 
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Births. — On  page  26  a  mistake  of  10  will  be  found  in  the  retains  from  Boston. 
The  number  of  femaled  should  have  been  2398  instead  of  2388.  This  correction 
should  be  made  to  increase  the  total  to  4896,  which  is  135  less  than  in  the  Report 
of  the  City  Registrar,  (City  Document,  No.  4,  1850.)  The  discrepancy  arises 
from  the  fact  that  those  births  recorded  in  Boston  which  occurred  out  of  the  city, 
and  in  some  other  town,  were  rejected  in  our  Report 

Marriaobs  also  exhibit  a  discrepancy  with  the  City  Registrar's  Report  of 
Boston.  This  may  be  due  to  the  fact  that  the  latter  gives  the  number  of  ^  n^- 
rtage  tntentions,  ftom  July  12  to  December  31, 1849,**  while  their  returns  to  this 
office  give  the  marriages  registered  from  January  1  to  December  31, 1849. 

Deaths. — In  Boston  the  City  Registrar  gives  5079  deaths  in  1849.  This  Re- 
port shows  only  5071.  Some  difference  will  be  fbund^  also,  in  the  number  for 
each  month,  which  is  attributable  to  the  fact  that  the  city  reports  monthly  the 
number,  according  to  the  date  the  returns  come  to  their  office.  This  Report 
complies  with  the  date  of  death. 

WORCESTER  COUNTY. 

Retnms  have  been  received  from  all  the  towns  of  this  county,  except  Dana  and 
C^Tton.  The  former  of  these  has  made  no  return  since  1847,  nor  the  latter  since 
1845.  Auburn  and  BoylsUm  omitted  marriages  in  1848.  The  new  town  of 
Clinton  was  Incorporated  in  1850,  and  was  formerly  a  viUage^  Lancaster. 

Births. — Sex  is  stated  in  lUl  but  6  cases  in  1845,  and  26  in  1849,  the  major  por- 
tion of  which,  in  each  year,  were  in  Winchendon.  The  records  are  very  imper- 
fect in  stating  pttrerUage^  in  quite  a  large  number  of  towns,  and  nearly  wholly 
omitted  in  the  city  of  Worcester. 

Marriages. — MttivOy  is  defective  in  several  towns,  among  which  may  be 
named  Ashbumham,  Leominster,  Milford,  Northborough,  Northbridge,  South- 
bridge,  and  Templeton.  The  ages  are  uncommonly  c<Mnplete,  no  special  defects 
being  observed  in  the  county. 

Deaths. — Sex  is  not  specified  in  23  cases  in  each  year.  j%e  is  unstated  in 
26  cases  in  1848,  and  36  in  1849.  Of  the  latter,  Lancaster  furnished  the  greatest 
piDportion.  The  cause  of  death  was  omitted  in  104  inrtances  in  1848,  and  96  in 
1849.  A  large  number  of  these  occurred  also  in  Lancaster,  whose  records  went 
back  to  the  year  1816. 

On  page  63  will  be  found  eame  deaths  attributed  to  an  "  unknown  epidemic." 
These  were  thus  returned  from  Sutton  and  occurred  in  the  spring  of  1849.  It  ap- 
pears to  have  been  a  very  severe  form  of  inflammation  of  the  membranes  of  the 
brain  and  spinal  cord.  The  suddenness  with  which  it  terminated  fatally  was  a 
just  cause  of  alarm.  A  similar  epidemic  is  said  to  have  raged  to  a  frightful  ex- 
tent, among  the  soldlSrs  of  the  French  army  at  Versailles,  Avingnon  and  Meti,  in 
1839 ;  and  especially  at  Strasburg,  in  1840  and  1841. 


Erratum.— On  pa^  106,  eighth  line  from  the  bottom,  for  296,  read  SSS. 
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